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ABSTRACT ) ) )
. Sixty-two adolescents, including 28 1learnirng disabled:

(LD) and. 3& nonlD Ss, part1c1pa*ed in an examifation of ‘the ’ '
relat*cnch*p between social class’indicators and delinquency. A’

. review of the literature. relating 'social class yariab*es to school
achﬂevement, learning disabili*fes, and <fuvenil delinquency resulted
in +the selection of 14 social clasc 1ndﬂcato*s, 'ncludlng father's
occupat*on and level of education, family size, music preference,
magazine subscriptions, and participation in school functions and
cenmunity affairs. Ss were assigned to four aroups: LD/juvenile A
delinquernt D, delinquent, and “equla* students. Differences in °
social class indicators among grours were determined using the
chi-square s*atistic and Fisher's exact test. Analysis of the data
stggested that LD students with certain soc*al class characteristics
should be c0he1de*ed at high- rlsk for del*ncuency. (Author/ClL)
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So¢ial Class Ind1cators and the Relat10nsh1p Between
Learnlng D15ab111t1es and Juven11e Dellnquencv

.
- N .

The relationship between learning disabilities and juvenile delin-

‘
-

. quency’has'been identified:as a concern of bdth practitioners and other

- Y
-

v professaonals among eduoatlonal medical and Juvenzle Justlce groups

[

~ . (Holte,. 197“' Jacpbson? 1974 Duane 41978 Katzman -1978). Federal a

¢ T, * L4

>

- . - ! / ) . ) ‘:4
agencies have joined theglnyestlgatlon of a learning disability/juvenile.

dglinquencyllink because ef‘the implications of such a‘relationship'for e

o d ginquency prevention’and control, (Mufray, 1976;.Comﬁtfd}1er Generaf

_of the~United'Statee 11977). . f IR ,
A relatlonshlp between learnlng d15ab111t1es and Juvenlle de11nquency

-1mp11es that a child handlcapped ‘by a learnlng dlsablllty could

u1t1mate1y become,dellnquent Two theoretlcal p051t10ns regardlng a

’

- 'causal relatlonshlp, the 5chool failure ratlonale and the susceptlblllty

ratlonale, are offered as explanatlons_of;the,processJ The school -

failure rationale 'suggests. that frequent'failufeS'in the classroom

[N

coupled with negat1ve reactlons from teachers and peers are respon51b1e

:for the develqpment of de11nquency,r The susceptlblllty rationale ~for a
causal ;elationship suggests that eertain per%dnality characterigties.' .54“
eontribute to the likelihood of delinqneney among‘some learning disah;ed
children. | | |

Of these theories, the school failure rationale seems to be more

plausible and receives more support from related research on the causes of

- juvenile'delinquency,_(Elliott & Voss; 1974);. However, it ignores variableg

«
_known to 1nf1uence school performance and/or the development of delinquency .

:/ - other than a 1earn;ng dlsabllltx, (Polk‘and Schaffer, 1972 Elllott and
Voés,A1974),'particularly‘influenCes'related-to the child's social
. 0 . . . . ‘

v _environment. : ' : -

R
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Hagt of theﬂréséarcﬁ on éhe'léarﬁing disability/juvenile dglinqueqcy
.rel;tionship has sampled thq incarcerated delinquent.populatioﬁ.
Evidence of relationships‘betweeh éoci;i class statgs and‘official
delipqueécy (ﬁeiss & Rhodes, 1961; Gold, 1963;,Quaf, 1966)Aand'research

?elating social class status :o‘school perfbrmance (Polk & Schaffer, 1972;

Maye@ke et.al., 1973) compel a closer examination of social class influences

/ A L3

‘ oﬁ fhe'learning disability/juvenile delinquency relationship.
Quantitative studies on the learning disability/juvenile-deliﬁquency
relatioﬁship coﬁsiéteﬁtly reveal %Jhigher incidence bf learning deficits
among juvenile deiinquents than i§ expected in a nofmal population. The
Comptroller.General of the United States (1977) reportéd thét in
o, prevalence studies conducted bylhis office 26% of all.juvenile’delinquénts \
tested were found to.have primary learning problems. Even higher lévels
of‘in&idence were reported by Compton'(1974), Berﬁanz (1975); and
Campbell (1978). |
Obserya;idnal data supporting a causal_relationshiﬁ between lear

-disabilities and juvenile'delinquency is generally more abundant and

- credible. Observations and case studies' recorded by juvenile judges,
probation officers, psychologists, educators, and medical doctors suggest

that 'the delinquentJyouth they encounter daily often exhibit‘specific

«

learning disabilities,'(Mulligan, 1974; Lewis, 1978; Katzman, 1978;
. . Duane,1978). .Though,obsefvational data does not make the same case as

empirical research, the combined observations of many respected profes-:

sionals cannot be jgnored.




two problems, the absence of a common operat{ona1~definitipn of learning
R, o . LA ol e :
disability and the absence of an objective measurement of the condition. ,

C. ) r} . . o N
" The effect of these two problems on resap¥h efforts is reflected in the -
- ' RCRE , \;/ . . .

¢ variance of results.
The first problem could be solved if ail'the profess1ons concerned

with the -learfiing d1sab111ty/Juven11e dellnquency relatlonshlp adopted
a common definition. The Spec1f1c Learnlng D1sab111t1es Amendments to
Publlc Law 94-142 have prov1ded such a def1n1t10n, (Federal Reglster 1977).
However, the same federal leglslatlon that.prov1ded a very speclflon
definitiod included only generalvpatameters for identifying the'oondition.
An objective:measorement criteria is¥needed before‘appropriatehresearch\ﬁ
can’be destgned add”conducted. |

The present'studj was designed‘to‘determine the importance ofselected *
sooial-class indioators-to the 1earoidg disability/ju;enile.deLinqueth~
:relationshib. Because of the.diffiouities in“determtning soeial ¢lassy
individual 'social class‘indicators-haQe'freduently'been tested in reiation

. to delinquency and school performance.. Specific social class variables have

been found to be more accurate predictors than social ‘class status glone,

(Glueck, 1962; West §& Farrington' 1977 _Bradley, Caldwell, & Elardo, 1977).

« 7

Soc1a1 class var1ab1es selected for 1nclus1on in the present sfudy
have been demonstrated in the 11terature as having some relatlonshlp 0T

lack of relationship to dellnquencx and[or school achlevembnt. Thése-

e
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'variables include: (1) father;s océupatidn tRobins,.1972j-Schpoder,
Cfa;ford,,& Wright, 1971; Kennet 972), (2) fathey's level of educatibn
(Ronins,‘197é; Thorndike, 1973 Schipman, 1977), (3) income (Kennet, 1972)>
(4) family size (Glneck,'1962; West, 19§7;'Thenndike, 1973; Rutter, 1975),
(5),musie\preference (Glueck,‘1962),‘(6)‘home ownership and home value

.(May, Alexander,’&.Holcombe, 1978), (7) type of newspapef'and maga;ine o
. - \ -

subscriptions (Schroder et. a1., 197%; Maynard, 1975), (8) voging in local, A
: yn ;' g

state, and national election, (9) partlcfbat;on in school fumctions

(Mayeske et.-al., 1973),'(%O)'participatien in community affairs TWest, -

1967; Schipman, 1977),

It was postulated that the lack -of differences in social class

variables- between learnlng d1sab1ed and Juvenlle de11nquent subjects would.

‘indicate the poss1b111ty of these vdriables being causal in nature and

thereby substantlatlng the relatlonshlp between learning disabilities and

4
\

Juvenlle’dellnquency. o ' h v ' -

Method - : ‘ T s

T

-~

Subjects
_ The same wasicomposed of 62 students ranging in age from:14 to 18

years. The'se included 28 learning disabled students enrelled in the ,>
- N - 3 J f
special education program and 34_n6n—1earning disabled students randomly

selected from the fegular program of a local public high school.

- Procedure
Subject$ were assigned to one of  four groups on the basis of an
identified learning d1sab111ty and/or de11nquent behavior. The groups

\
!

were: Group A(LD/JD), conposed of 13 students 1dent1f1ed as le&fﬂ&ﬂ0~——

7

{- .-;

>

<
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disabled and delinquent;'Group B(LD),® composed of 15 students identified

as }earning disabled; Group C(JD), composed of 5 juveniig delinquent
students; Group D(R),. composed of 29 students who were neither learning

? .

disabled nor delinquent;

- tearniﬁg disabled students in. the study were diagposed.through the

standard public school referral process. Each“sfudéntvreceiVed.an ,

individual psychological examination and was placed in 'the special educa-
: : "o ' -

tion program on the recommendation of a multidisciplinary team.

Determination of delinquency was based on one of three procedures,

.

Subjects who had been édjudicated, subjects'identified.as.kﬁ6andélinqueﬁts’

B : \ . o
by school officials, and those identified .by a self-report delinquency- scale,

(Broder, -Peters, § Zimmerman,“1928Q_¥efe assiéned to one of the'delinquent
groups, A(LD/JD) or C(JD).
Social class data was obtained by parent survey. The data generated .

by the survey was used in comparing the four groups in the following ways:
\ ' Group A(LD/JD) td Group B(LD) .
. "Group A(LD/JD) to Group C(JD)
‘Grqup A(LD/JD) to Group D(R)
Group B(LD) to Group C(JD)
Group B(LD) to Group D(R) -
- Group C(JD)‘to Group D{Rl

The chi squar€ statistic and Fisher's exact test‘were used to analyze

the data. The differences wére‘accepted at the .05 level of-significance. - .

Ve

Results

i

A
.

-

SignifiéantJHiﬁggrenCES were observed between the groups in five of

oA

. . ,
the comparisons. \Tables 1 and 2 provide a composite summary of the results.

Between Groups‘k(LD/JQ) and B(LD) a significant difference-wés

observed on family size.
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Table 1. leFerenceF Between'Groups A(LD/JD) and B(Lﬁ;

A(LD/JD) and' C(JD); and A(LD/JD) and D(R) e \
'S - ) .
: e . : ' Group Comparisons . -
Indicator .- df ' X df L )
- ™~ .

. Occupation - 4.66 2 3.4, 2 17.66* 2
.Education = . St .21 A9 14.19* 1
Income i _ 4.51 2 9.52* 2 : 15.25* 2
Music 3202 5.72% 2 . 5.78* 2
‘Family Size Ly 10.11* 2 3.533, 2 8.37* 2
Home Ownership . .09 1 1sa*~ 6.35* 1
Home Value . -1.35 1 02 12y68* 1
Magazines. : -2.34 2 76 2 5.71* 2
Newspapers - .10'. 2 4.26, 2 8.39% 2 -
Vote Local .81 1 7 ’L7a- 9.76* 1
Vote\State : o .00 1 N .72a 1.94. 1
Vote National .22 1 . .56 1.42 1
Community Action 14. 1 490 C4.79% 1
School Functions - .03 1 .09 L 21.86* 1

*’p < .05 * PR . . ) .‘ A\ \

a_.
Fisher's exact test e e

AN

. Table’ 2. leferences Between Groups

(LD) and C(JD),.
\ . B(LD) and D(R) and C(JD) a .

D(R)

, . ___~_Group Comparisons ' |\ '
Social . o —Z—B/C— TB/D— . kQ —TC‘L
Indicator * 3 K df . = e daf = - r.5

Occupation ' ' .64a 2 i 5.46 2 30 - -2
Education .72 9.36* 1 ‘3.79* 1
Income 2.45 2 16.69* 2 8.88* 2
Music : 4.59 2 4.81 2 .81 1
Family Size : 1.01a 2 1.21 2 . 1.23 2
Home: Ownership . .12 7.33* 1 1.02 1
Home Value T 232 2.81 31 -1
Magazines L S .36 2 91 2 1.58 2
) Newspapers L 4.87 2 9.44* 2. 432
Vote Local .50 .3.46 1. .13 1
Vote State - o603 4.07% 1 61 11
Vote National' 500 '5.50% 1 01 1
Community Action - .75a . 2224 1 471
" School Functions .15 ' . 21,10 1 1.87 1

»

*p«< .05

a..
- Fisher's exact test

Sh I




Significant differences observed between Group A(LD/JD) and Group
C(JD) 1nc1uded the following family income,-parents' preference ‘in

N listening music, and home-value.
_ . ST _ \

\\‘ Analyses of "Groups@A(LD/JD) and D(R) revealed’'significant differences
" on twelve social class indicators including fathér's pCcupation, education

ofvhonsehold_head, family:inéome, parents' preference in listening music,
fanily size,-home ownership, home value, type_of magazine substriptions,
type of newspaper-sﬁbscriptions, ibfiné in local electioné;upafticipation
in eommnnity action meetings, and participating in Sch@oleUnctions.

There werd\no 51gn1f1cant differences observed between Group B(LD)

~
and Grou C(JD)

Between Groups B(LD) and D(R) significant differences were noted on
the following social class indicators:- education level, famin income,
home ownership, type of newspaper sﬁbQS;iEtions, voting in state elections,

voting in national elections and participating in school functions.

L)

Sivnificant differences observed between Groups C(JD) and D(R)

s

1nc1uded education level of household head, and family income,
.

Discussion:

.~
1

Results suggest that social class status as represented,by selected

social class ‘indicators should be con51dered an 1mportant variable in the
4

relationship between learning disabilities and Juvenile delinquency

~ The absence of 51gn1f1cance differences between 1earn1ng disabled and

delinquent students on any of the social class indicator$ implies thagt "
o ) " : . : .
these students have comparable social status and background. gimilar home »

- ~
[}




¢ . N . . \
. ) . . ¢ . : ) . .
.-8— : ’ ) -

- . . -

-enviropments and other. influences of social class may éoptribute to- similar ,

' -

school experiences of failure and frustration. The additional pressuref

? . o . ~"!..
imposed on -a student by a learning disability may contribute to the

14

1

development of delinquent béhavio _ BT o ' N

. . . . R .‘ . . . . ‘ '-
‘ (fSignificant differences observed between Group A(LD/JD) and Group D(R)

-

clearl} indicate that these two groups are not the same. Father's occupa- .-

&

tion, level of education and income are variables'codhcnly used for' ‘
assigning social class stauts, (Blau & Duncan, 1967). Significan&,;>
differences on all three of these variables in addition to differences on s
"other social class variables provide strong support for the conclusion that
M Lo : | . ;
Students'¥dentified'as learning disabled and delinquent are not of the same
R : : o o
social class status-.as regular students. - - e Do

Results of this study are coﬁsﬁspent with prior research relating
o o ] ’ v . \"J'
social class variables to school performance and to delinquency.’ It appears

that. these variables are causal in nature, and.that clrildren having certain.. |
s%cial clgsszcharacteristics, also identified as learning disapled, should

be considered high risk for,deliﬁqueﬁcy.l ,

- 3

The implications of these findings for the prevention of delinquency
..v‘ g [ \.. -'V ‘ .. .l-. o ’
include the need for early screening for learning disabilities among

A

" ‘children with specific social class chardcteristics. Early diagnosis and )

“~ A

remediation could negatively influence the emergence of delinquent o
‘behaviors by assuring successful school experiences. If appropriate
support i# ‘not part of the“social class structure of certain families,

childrent from these families might clearly benefit from instructional
| L T . , : §
programming planned with careful attention to this deficit, J .

~ ) . v

-

Q . ‘ ' .- ; . . ) .
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