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FAMILIES IN' HARD TIMES—A
LEGACY

Principal Investigator: Glen H. Eldér, Ph.D.
. ~

Author: Bette Rurick, NIMH

__Depression. Hard times. The. words evoke images of apple-
carts and breadlines; soup kitchens and ragbags, hobo jungles
and duststorms. Much of what we know about economic depres-
sion. we know from the Great Depression of the thirties. The
_ Depression was a national emergency as devastating as war; as
' ijaé}iéd with }iiiiiiaii afaﬁia’as a- iiiii'r’dé'r t'rial It téété’d iii'divi'd'u:

. 'I‘he Depresswn _was one_ o£ those umversal events which
‘French scholar Annie Kriegel recently characterized as “likely

to unify the memory of the whole of humanity.”-It etched scars

that still ache whenever financial winds blow cold. Memories of

hard .times; once tapped seem to be inexhaustible. The Great
Bepressxon mspxred some of the greatest hterature we have on

Praise Famous Men The Depressnon is still remembered still :
read about st111 dxscussed in everyday conversatlon—all 51gns

a chapter in our hlstory

29
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30 THE FAMILY AsS AN ENDURING UNIT

Simply because the Depression has been enshrouded by myth
ahd,éﬁ@ﬁ@ by tiii'ié;,,rirtsﬁ!ega'g:y is unclear. For many Féééons

it cannot be taken ag a prototype of éééﬁqmic,dépté's's'idq’pr

homies, our _ children’s f;ljturgi our - jobs—everything we've
worked for and counted on? It is at this personal level that the
Great Depression might hold lessons for the future:

/‘:.

Elder is trying to z'mdé’rstahdjz}ﬁai the
- Great Depression meant to Am?riééﬁéf .
" how it changed their lives, their fami-

lies, and the lives of their descendants.

Glen Elder; a Cornell University sociologist, hag been stiidy-

ing the effect of the Depression on the lives of individuals ang
families for the better part of two decades now He is trying to

of their descendants. He pits great store in memories of the

Depression, but he doesn’t éitdgétﬁéx? trust them. In his words: :
The past is. often reconstructed to fit the present.

while the “good old days” are sn enjoyable topic of

[Elder 1974, p. 41] .
. Elder thinks the Great Depression is too important to leave
to memory alorie. Yet, like other large historical events, includ-
ing two world wars, xg has been all but ignored by psychologists
and sociologists studying ,hurﬁéh,,develdptﬁéht; intergenera-
tional relationships; and changes in family life, Rarely have
social scientists considered the influence of specific historical

events on individuals and groups. What Elder and other scholars

(especially the new breed of social historians) dare now trying to

do is to correct an imbalance—to give history its ,d'u"e"ii:l psycho-

logical and sociological explanations of human behavior,

]




GLEN . ELDER - 31.

_ Working as a visiting fellow &t the Boys Town Center for the _
Study of Youth Development on the outskirts of Omaha;,NebFijw

Elder is studying the period surrounding the Great Depression
to learn how it changed the lives of those who experienced it.”

economic change produced family @nd generational change;_or
the nature of the change; it includes questions concerning the
process by which'such thange occurred.” By process, Elder
means, first, the actions families took to accommodate them-
selvesito financial hardship and also the consequences of these
action® for the family itself and for its individual ?embers;éi‘é
illustrate, consider this typical situation: 7 '

fMchers who sought jobs in the Depression presumably

did so in order to supplement family income, but their
actions may have had a host of other consequences for )
the upbringing of their daughters. For example,. the “
working mother would establish a behavioral model for X

her -daughter and was likely -to- gain influence in
family affairs, while the daughter was. drawn more

fully into household operations.- Each of these condi- .
tions has implications for the learning or réinforce- -
ment of values. [Elder 1974; p. 71] v

. Elder is able to examine complicated chains of events only
because he is able to draw upon a remarkable set of archivatl

records from the University of California’s Institute of Human
Development 'on several generations of California families Who/
lived through Vthé Depression. Some 400 O#kland and Berkel?/'
families took part in studies which; as luck would have it, wefe

started just as the banks closed and the stock market came
crashing down: e A

_ The archives include both objective facts and subjective re-
ports on the families, some of which have been studied . for
_nearly 50 years. The Berkeley re¢ords include exceptionally

detailed information up to the_end’of World War II. Jobs were

found, promotions came through, father was fired, a new baby
came along, a mother-in-law_moved in—all were noted. What
gives life- to these documents is the subjective record. Family
members told the investigators how they felt about their loss of
jobs and income, théiZg’}gBEén'g development, their marriages,
their satisfactions, and their disappointments. The original re-
~search workers themselves; as well as the children’s teachers,




32 ™ . THE FAMILY AS AN ENRURING e&gr 4

gmdance counselors, and& classmates, gave tHeir mterpretfitlone
of the families’ experiences.
Elder is uslng these arch1ves to trace the course of 1nd1v1dual

Richard C: Rockwell, are trymg to learn why lﬁome famllles
could accommodate themselves to hard tlmes,,whlle others
could not. What were the sources of adaptive strength? How,
did_that strength show. ltself4day by day" The investi

7 _the rengtl glhétors are
! alsa studyjng the_ mﬂuence of the Depressxon"exper rice on

children of different ages: They -are learmng that not only

children; but their parents, too,. fared . much better if they en-

countered the-Depression at one. pomt in their llves rather

tHan another. Fate does play a partin one's chances in life. It
4

is possxble to be bprn too early or too late:

~ Elder's researcly will not give us any final answers about the
power of a:historical event—even one as dramatic as the Great
Depression—to c})z!nge the course of our lives: The California
Taini11@ do @ot represent the Nation as a whole. The panel of

ts although large for a long-rangg study, is too small and

,,to \.f?epresentatlve to make" it posslble to. geineirahze far from
~ the rgsults. Since the da rl'lgvere collected for otheriurposes—to
learn about thesphysical and mental growth of 1nd1v1duals—at

a time when research methods were less rigorous than they are
today, they are incomplete and sometimes colored by biases of
the times. But the Berkeley and Oakland studies together pro-
v1de one of the best available records of life during the Depres-
sxon They began at the beginning and documented .events and‘%
feelings -as they took place, not.as they were remembered.
Elder is making the most out §f this existing dgga. He is
sharpemng questions about the influence of history or: human
behavior. Becausé the topic itself has rarely been addressed by
social s’cienti’ S, he and hié c'o'lleagijéé aré aléo dé'velobmg

who read Elder’s first book on thls research In a l'et ' ¥to
Elder; Frances Judd descrlbed her- Depression glrlhooq as/the

daughter of Swedxsh 1mm1grant parents. She remerﬁbersher

‘anguish over ‘“‘cardboard soles; rag hankies, holes m st' (Ing
‘g . [

- ~
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feet and underwenr and/y:{m sandwxches for EVERY school
lunch:” She was ashamed of always havihg to borrow school
equ1pment >

& :
5 Wikt caused me to die a llttle blt ever; day was the
/ cnowléedge that I, as agirl, wasn’t worth the money it

took to get me througﬁ school. (There were no boys.)

To ask for crayons (or-whatever was required) at home
was to be rejected; to show up in/cags without crayons
- was to relive-the rejection—publicly ™ . Over the

@ years I have come to believe that the epressxon was
used-by some—and 1is still used by many—as an excuse
for certain. behavior. This is not to say that there

wasnt -cause -for concern——that the suf fering wasnt

(ThEy did

[Judd 19 7] ,
Judd, who Frew. ii;,gg Canads; is now a resident of New

Zealand, where many. families continue to be ‘‘blighted” by the

Depresswn still liymg in the same ‘‘ultra-careful penny-savmg
way. of. t(h£ 30s:” She sees such behavior as a defensé* against

another (ireat Depression. “If they but knew—another Depres-

sion of the same magnitude as the last would have no effect at

ail on the1r present way of llfe because 1t hasn t really altered

sxon'” : _ ’ -

' CHILDHEN OF THE GHEAT\DEPHESSION

-S0 large a part of his professwnal life. Born in -1934;. he was a

child of the Great Depressxon himself and had heard his par-

ents’ stories about its hardships. But when he joined the staff

" of the Umversxty of Callformas Institute of Human Develop-

ment in 1962; he was 1nterested in studying adolescents and
thexr famlhes
. There are few better plaCes to pursue. that mteresL The _

" Institute, which celebrated its SOth anmversary last year; was

the homie of three studies which; in the wnrds of one observer;

“probably offer the rlchest collection of data ever assembled on

human bexngs over a long period” (Yahraes 1969). Two of the

studies involved Berkeley infants born in 1928 or 1929; one was

i

¥ : : i i
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hal
e

a guldnnce study, dlrocted nt lenrmng!, nbout personnhty devel- °
opment and ‘the possible mental health benefits of offering
psychologxcnl guxdance to parents; the other Berkeley study
was directed at learning_about physical and mental growth:
The third project 1n\{olved Oukland adolescents who had been

born in ;‘TZO and 1921; these youngsters and their families were

being sthdied im an attempt to understand jhow the physwal

and psychological changes of puberty and th adolescent’s atti-
tudes and behavior affect later life: ' .

Elder went to the Institute to work W1th its- D1rector socwlo—
glst John Clausen, on research . into the famlly wrelations and
career. development of the Oakland .subjects. After preparing

. several artlcles on the toprc Elder got the 1dea of rearranglng

exammmg the ways in which the Great Depressxon modlﬁed
. the lives of the families and influenced the development of the
children” (Clausen 1974)

Elder’s book on the Oakland subjects Children of the Great
D@presszon was publlshed in 1974 and was met with enthus1-
for example, commended Elder for h1s 1mag1nat1ve use of the:
.Oakland data. In Modell’s words Elder showed ‘‘extraordinary
ingenuity, and respect for detail and significance.” Modell fotind
that the book shed light on historical realities other than the
Depress1on—— on the smooth acceptance after World War II of

1nst1tut1on \h Amerlcan culture (Modell 1975).
¢

Ado*ieéi-eni b"o’ys i‘ro’m middié:ciézss fami- f#

rather than the strength of the statlstlcal data There were

O

Fre




ﬁN H: ELDER 35

data on most covered some._ 30 years Elder had no comparison
groups.. Tp tease out the effects of deprivation and class statiis, .
he lel&ed the -study. sample into four subgroups: Those whose
families suffered relative deprivation. during the Depression
{defined as having lost a third or more of their income between
1929 and 1933) and those who were not deprived; these groups

were_further divided into middle- and work1ng~class families.

Usmg quantltatlve techniques, Elder linked experlences and

feelmgs durmg the thirties with the subjects’ outcomes in the

ﬁftles and sixties: By the. time the sample was divided into
subgroups, however, statistical tests became problematic. ,
g The value of Chzldren of the Greal D@presszon lay in Elder S

report) The ﬁndlngs themselves are of 1nterest prlmarlly for
their heuristic vdlue—that is, they suggest relationships that
" call for closer scrutiny. But the results do add up to a coherent
plcture of life dur1ng the Depresslon and they are 1ntr1gu1ng

better off because of thelr experlence dur;ng the Depresslon
As -adults tney were healthier, especially psychologically,
than men wheo had come from nondeprived middle-class
famllles Desplte their families’ hardships, which. forced
them to go to wark, the deprlved boys attained educatlonal

levels eqiial to those of their nondeprlved classmates. Their
occupatlonal status was aQually higher by the time of the }

,,,,,,

because of the famllys need for’ the1r ﬁnanC1al support.

o Adolescent girls from deprlved m1ddle-class famllles were
not as fortunate as the boys from such famllles lee the
around the house. They came to favor domestlc act1v1t1es
"adult company, -and growntip status. The mlddle-claSs glrls
in deprived families married earlier ‘than their nondecp?we’d
classmates, were ‘less likely toblachleve a college educdtion
and generally valued famlly l1fe parenthood and-homemak:

.
K
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36 THE FAMILY AS AN ENDURING UNIT

psychologlcally healthler as adults when compared Wlth he
nondeprlved women.

class adolescents had more resources for coping w1th crisis than

their working-class 'coijnterpfrts Further; they felt needed; and

they. were at an age when they could make a real contribution
to the famlly 's welfare As Elder wrote m Chzldren

The labor mtenswe economy of deprlved households in
the 30s -often brought older chlldren into- the-world of

adults; ‘if we are to judge from childhood experiences
in- the Oakland -cohort. ‘These children-had productive
roles to perform:. But in & more general sense they
were needed, -and; -if -being needed,- they had -the

chance and responsibility to: make _a real contrlbotxon
to the welfare' of others.-Being needed- gives rise to-a

sense o.fi belonging and place; of - bemg committed ‘to

something larger than the self. However onerous-the
task ‘may be; .there is gratxﬁcat{on and eyen personal
growth to be gained in being challenged by a-real
undertaking if it is not excessive or exploitative. [Elder

1974, p. 291]

FINDING A MOTHEH LODE

Despite the enthusiastic receptlon that met €h1idren of the
Great Depresszon, by the time it was pubhshed in 1974, Elder
had come to see it as somethmg of a warmup exercise. He was;
by then deeply engrossed m studymg another set of archlval

w1th another group of ch11dren who were younger and presum-
ably miore vulnerable to t.k;elr parents crises. A toddler, totall;y
dependent emotlonally ana materlally on h1s or her parents 18

,the Bepartment of Soc1ology at the

Umverslty of North Carolma in €hapel Hill: By -September
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dation- sponsored study to compare the Oakland and Berkeley
subjects:

Elder believes that it is the family that
. m’ediaté‘é an individual’s encounter with

dlggmg through the archives at. the instltute of Human Devel-
opment, Elder discovered ° datzﬁxiresources on the family and
generatlons S that far exceeded our. expectatlons " Informa-

and one that ‘would-<allow him to. trace the effects ‘of both the

Depression and World War II across generatlons As.Elder has
acknowledged, this opportunity stems_from the pioneering ef-
forts of Jean Macfarlane Marjorie Honznk and other members
of the early pl‘OjeCt staff: They WJsely recogmzed that data
shoiild be recorded as fully as possible; so that no one theoreti-

cal -orieritation would subsequently preclude looking at the data

'-vnth an un’j'a'u”n”d”ed eye., (For a bibliography of- the many
* piiblications based on the Institute’s studies, see Jones et al.

1972.) ,
The Berkeiey Study

“With this éxtraordinary body of fdml]y data;”’ Elder says; “I

saw the possibility of answering lmportant questions that could
not be explored ia_the Oakland project.” information on the

grandparernts and the fuller accounts on the Berkeley parents
would m’ake possnble A clearer understandmg of the historical
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38 . THE FAMILY AS AN ENDURING UNIT
ences an mdxvldual s life course. Elder thmks that the famlly
medxates an 1nd1v1duals encounter w1th changes m socxety -

Chxldren and what'lee held in store for them thelr chxldren
and thexr grandchxldren m the years that followed hard times.
ts

, . .
A Life-Course Approach ,
- When Elder first dlscovered the nchness of the Berkeley

Guidance Study archives, he also dxscoveredjrecords that had
been gathering dust for decades. The data had been collected,

recorded; then ’stored away in binders, ledgers, case assemblies,

and file. drawers Some had never been coded for ‘analysis. So,

the. first task facing Elder and His associates was to put the

7 data into usable form:

That. form was. largely dictated by Elder S approach to study-
ing family change. Hls is a “life-course” perspective, a long

view of human experience: Research eviderice has convinced
Elder that individual personalltles develop over the course of a
lifetime, not (as was once commonly believed) that they are set
for once and for all at a young age. Elder sees’ farmhes as

extensxons of thxq leetxme adventure 'I‘he md1v1duals experl-

dnd mterdependent—mdy seem obvious td the layman.
Common sense and our own expenence tell us thdt people dnd
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s
from long-tfine practlce In studies of 1nd1vg:lual development,

for example; the changes that come with middle and old age
have only recently been:considered by more than a few investi-
gators Studles of famllles have empha51zed structure rather

compared to that of adjacent groups.
,,Elder, by contrast; follows,_the same 1nd1v1duals and the1r

families over decades. His method comblnes the usual social
scxentxsts approach—analyzmg quant1tat1ve data on large

histories and quantltatlve analy51s are necessary to, study the
“compleX1t1es of social processes in change.” He and his asso-

ciates ‘‘move back and forth between hollstlc case studles of
famlhes ‘and individuals over time and quantltatlve comparl-

sons.’ They are comparing the Berkeley families"to each other!-.
and to those in the Oakland study to learn. howr the Great
Depressmn dlffered 1n its effects on_ 1nd1v1dnals who encoupn-

prepared seven_ sets of data- One set 1ncludes 1nformatlon on

the parents’ origins—their religion, natlonallty, place of birth;

and informatiorn on the grandparent {such as. their education-

al, occupatiorial, and economic status), Two.sets of data concern

the parents and -the 11fe they offered thexr children: One con-
sists of detalled accounts of ongoing life in the subjects’ homes
between 1929 and 1945 1nclud1ng, for example, yearly famxly

the1r children, the family’s social actnutx . health; and hard-

ships, and its residential. changes between 929 and 1945. The
other four sets of data focus subjects—their occupatlonal

preferencesmnd choices in aplolescence; the timing and other

features of the important events in their adult lives (marriage,

children, work; formal education, military service), and ratings

IN‘\ )
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fants and their families. Half were studied 1ntens1vely, the -

other Half served as a comparison group. Some kinds of data -
for example, details on kin rélationships; intrafamilial dynam-
ics, and somée mcome data) were obtained from only the inten--
sively studied ‘“‘core” group. AS in all long-term studies, some
subjects dropped ot along the way. By the end of World War
11, _when the children were ahout 15, 214 were Stlll in the study;’

followup

The Life Histories | -

Once the records were orgamzed Elder’s group ‘set to work
constructing life histories for each subject and family—actual-

- ly; histories on nine aspects of each. farmlys experience: eco-

nomics; worklives of mother and father; household composmon

marriage; fertlllty parent-chlld relations; snbjectlve interpreta-
tions of life experiences (all from'1929-1945), and an adult life,

record for the subjects. Constructing the life histories proved. to

be as intellectually provocative as it was physically tedxons

Elder -says that during the process he and his coworkers were

sensmzed to conceptual and methodologlcal 1ssues concernmg

quiestioms, sugh as whether publlc a551stance _was received
duririg the 1930s, Elder S group tried to verify self-reports. They
found, however, that welfare files from that era had been de-

stroyed and other records, such as those on }}roperty owner-

workers; teachers, and others: Fortunately, their reports proved
to be internally consistent and wide in scope

s

The Berkeley Fartilies ‘

i?y h’;iti'o’h’;il St;i'n"da'r'ds the 'Bérkeléy fa'm'més Were forthhéte
ployed when the study bcgan in 1929, Three.out of f'our famllles
were headed by native-born parents, and most had the addi-

Iy ' -
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all famriles, income averagfgi $2,BG in - 1929 <3 years later in
the “‘trough of ithe Great Ueﬁ:éé’;'on," it had decliried by a

third; and the numbéi‘ of, falm “whose income had fallen to
below: $1,500 (the' lowest x;ungﬁﬁ the 1n'come ladder) had more
than tripled.

__As Hé had with the Oakland gi"&up, Elder separated depr1ved
from nondeprived fe fmilies on ’cherba&&( of whether they had
lost more than a_third:of total income between 1929 and 1933
.{Comparison of the, ﬂ&vo sanples required similar measures of

deprlvatxon for a'cx &cal discussion -of this. ‘crlterxon of deprwa-

tion; see Modell 19%5.) Agaln, it was relatxve depnvatlon that
he wished to examine. ‘“Unlike chronic poverty,”  Elder and

Rockwell (1979) observe, “thls type of change offered children

and families a broad range of addapgive Optlons and resources

during - the 19305,7part1cularly among those who were posi-

" tioned in the middle class as of 1929."" The litie between nonde-
prived and deprived roughly corresponded to. the point at which
the quality of life- declined: Among all Berkeley families; 44
percent were | deprlved by Elder’s cnterlon (Many more of

the Oakland famllles, 61 .percent; lost more than a third-of

their income. The largest difference. between the two samples
was in the middle .class—36. percent of the Berkeley_ families

werg depr1ved compared with 56° percent of those in Oakland.)

Because the cost of living declined by almost a fourth between
1929 and 1933; many of the middle-class families were actually

better off dm:mg,the Depression, “By any standard,” says -

Elder, “dthe economic contrast between nondeprived and de-
prived families s striking and suggests profound implications
for family life; child rearing; and the life course.’

Among. deprwed families; extreme economic loss usually con-
tmned for 2 or 3 years. Most at least partially recovered during
the mobilization for war that helped brmg the country out of

the Bepressxon

Analysns oy

__Elder d1v1ded the task of analyzmg records on the Berkeley ’
famlhes into four phases. The first. three foiiow the families

chronologxcally and have been done m seqnence

o The social; economic; and cultural origins of the parents and
the effects of these origins up to 1930.

KT IR BT B
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Depression_factors and economiic change (especially during *
the Depression);_and the impact of economic change on the

health of parents and children up to 1945, ,
The effect of socioeconomic and family change during the
Depression and war years on the parents’ and subjects’ life
course, health, and relationships (with emphasis 6n the ‘par- i
ents’ old age). ’ : L .

In the fourth “phase” of the research, which has actually

been going on thraughout the analysis, Elder.and Rockwel] are
comparing the Depression’s effect on the Berkeley subjects
against its effect on the Oakland subjects. Insights gained from

the Berkeley research have compelled Elder and Rockwell to
reanalyze some of the Oakland data to make these compari-
sons.” Two modes of -analysis deserve special mention: cohort-
analysis and linkage.

[ e

Cohort Analysis , -
>The most fundamental of their techniques is cohort analysis:
A ‘“‘cohort”’ (the word originally referred to a division of soldiers
in_ancient Rome) is a group ‘of persons who share one demo-

graphic_characteristic, usually yéar or period of birth. The
Oakland subjects, born in 1920 and 1921, constitute one cohort;
the Berkeley Guidance Study subjects, born in 1928 and 1929,

make up another cohort. Sociologist John Clausen, in his fore-
word to Children of the Great Depression, noted that, while

cohort analysis has been_an “honored technique” among de-
mographers; 1t has rarely been used by sociologists and psychol-
ogists. This is no small technical point. As Clausen wrote, an
investigator using cohort analysis “explicitly srecognizes that
human behavior must be viewed in its historical context.”
Given what Elder calls the “long-standing ahistorigal bias” of
most sociological and psychological research, it is not siurprising
that cohort analysis has been little used. But for understanding
‘the effects of social change; argues Elder, cohort comparisons
are essential. “There is every reason to expect economic condi-
tions in the Depression to differ in their effect on the lifé

course among members of successive  birth cohorts.”- Each
cohort; says Elder; “is distinguished by the historical logic and
shared experience of growing up in a different tiie period, and

19
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by the correia@e’dractlvmes,’ resources; and obllgatlons Of thelr
life stage Partlcniartydnrmg perlods of rapid change; such as

during economic depression and war, individuals probably ‘“‘ac-

quire a distinct outlook -and. phxlosophy from the historical

world defined by their birthday, an_outlook that reflects lives

lived interdependently in a partlcnlar hlstohcal context.’

~ ‘“‘Cohort” refers to a group’s place in his-
> fory, yeneratwn ”wto a place in the net-

t _ _l _ oL ol . A R
. In their analysis of the Berkeley archives, Elder and Rock-
well are using several kinds of cohort comparisons. They are, of
course, ”"thpa”rihg the Berkeley cohort of subjects to the Oak-

has prec1se meaning within the domaln of kmshlp and
farnlly Members of thé same generation are not necessarlly in
the same cohort. Among the Berkeley families, for example,
some parents were much older than others They were more

to more children, ‘and the families more, often owned their own
homes. Béé'aiu"s'e' these factors inﬂuen"cé'd the family's potential

vided the two groups o,f parents roughly 1,nto those who were
born before the turn of the century én"d those wh'o were born :

LGkages
Another analytlc tool that Elder uses 1S a method that re-
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Elder and Rockwell are part of a new
group of social scientists who are explor-
ing ways to study the_ historical experi-

ence of common men and women. -

|4

TQ ﬂlustrate he uses the hypothetlcal example of the rela-

ion of daughters Suppose that the data show a correlatlon

etween deprlvatxon _and. early marriage in adolescent girls,

"rom examining case histories one. rmght surmiise that. girls

narry early because; first; family finances force them to stay at

1ome to- help out (mother having taken a job), and; second;

trains develop in the famllys relationships: N?,QE?,SEOPS

rise about these assertions: Does deprivation have an effect on
narltal orlentatlon" And; if so, is 1t medlated by the proposed

)ostly because it producesrstrarns in mterpersonal relatlon-
hips ‘or because of domestic influences in the household (or
ecause of some unknown factor)? To judge the relative im’p"o'r:
ance of the proposed linkages, Elder converts each to “mo e
pecific and concrete manifestations. » Family strain is thi

roken down into its components: marltél conflict between the
arents, on the one hard, and the girl’s emotional estrange-

1ent from her father on the other Domestlc somallzatlon 1s

aughters rolé in runmng the household, and the lack of pa-

o
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_ rental support for her hxgher eéucatlon .
Elder sees linkages as ‘‘conceptual bridges’ between anteced-

ent variables and their consequences. He argues that it is all

too easy to ignore the post-Depressxon adult experiences. in

accounting for the endurmg legacy of the 1930s. One example;

he notes, is the belief that economic hardship.and unemploy-

ment mcreased the value of work and job secunty in the minds

of young boys whose parents and communities were deprived.

Even if their values as adults do turn out to be different from

those of - men who were not deprlved, one cannot forget what- -

happened to the men after the Depressxon. “If some boys in a

deprlved group enter whlte collar careers -and others end up in

m'ak'e no dlfference in the relatlon between famlly background

One Cohort’s Perspective
~ Analytical tools are not, of course, limited to cohort compari-
sons and the explicating of linkages. The study uses many of

Elder and Rockwell are. part of a new group of social scxen-

tlsts, including social. hrstonans, who have been explormg the

ways in. which the _historical experience of the common man

and ys}oman caqﬂbest be studxed leﬁcult as it is to c0mprehend

decade, whlch are dlscussed later; are reflected in the results
now coming from the Berkeley study.

THE DEPRESSION'S LEGACY

Broadly speakmg, Elder’s research is dlrected at learmng if

the unequal portions of hardship handed out by the Depression

¢ N
a--.
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affected personahty and f‘amlly relatlonshlps in some regular
way: He is particularly interested in learning how change came

about. At a theoretical level, he is trying to account for the
multxple strands of experlence that jom together 1nt0 a lee the

of 1nd1v1dual and famxly, and the importance of the. occurrence;

and timing of events for both individuals and families: In other
words, using the volumlnouRdata on theWBerikeley and Oakland

families, Elder is trying to find patterns of experience that
characterize real life over time.

It will take Elder another 2 years to complete h1s analyS1s of

the Berkeley data: Once he eXamines the ‘experiénce of the

. parent5 into old age, he will have exhausted the potential of

both the Oakland and Berkeley archives to shed light on the
effect of the Depressxon on these families. As might be expect-
ed, so far Elder has found both ‘similarities and dlfferences

between the Oakland and Berkeley subjects

The Berkeley Ch|ldren R

Commonly, in deprlved households as the men lost jobs;

lncome, and sometlmes the1r sense of purpose wxves took over
&'esponsll)lllty for the chlldren and household In some cases she
became the breadwinner as well. She. gamed in power and
prov1ded ever greatér emotional snpport to the chlldren as the
father became increasingly estranged and perlpheral Although

observed in both the Berkéley. and Osakland cohorts, Elder says, |

“this family pattern only made a substantial dlfference in the
fanaxly security and development of the young Berkeley chil-
3 dre!u These children; Elder observes, depended on adults who

we]e often * unpredxctable sullen; and ‘perh4 ps even host11e

. N,

A Bad Time for Boys

In annual mterVIews w1th the chxldren as grade schoolers

one of the ongmal stndys mvest:gator’s Judged the chlldren 8
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fathers. “Hawever,” Elder rotes, “boys in deprived families lost

more in affection for father and gained less-in warmth toward
mother when ‘compared to girls.” Thus, the principal result of
economic ' :deprivation for parent-child relationships was -a

weaker tie between fathers and sons and much stronger ties
between mothers and daughters. “This female bond stands out
as the strongest intergenerational tie among families in the

Great Depression,” Elder reports. It represents a general pat-

" (Elder; in press, b). o .
_In a doctoral dissertation based on Elder’s Depression data, -
H.L. Sacks (1975) found that the Berkeley mothers from de- :
‘prived homes more often reported conflictridden relationships

between their sons and the boys’ fathets, who were frequently’

f

erratic and punitive in their discipline. “The boys’ hostile feel-
ings toward father in childhood reflect such conditions. and
* anticipate their adolescent réjection of father as a behavior
_model and respected person,” Elder observes. He also points out
< that motgers in these families tendedto be less supportive and
“ protective of their sons than in nondeprived homes, thereby
“increasing the boys’ disadvantage. S
_,The deprived fathers were tough on their daughters, too, but
to a lesser extent. The effect of this behavior, Elder says, “was
countered*dn-large part by the nurturant respornse of mother
and her prominence in household affairs, socialization, and
éééﬁ@iié support.”

Adolescence , ’ .
‘The advantage of girls in deprived homies was evident) in
Elder's analysis of the adolescent personalities of the Berkeley ; -
subjects. “Whether due to mother’s example or emotional sup:
port, the Berkeley girls fasedl well in deprived families and
appear more goal-oriented, self-adequate, and assertive in ado- ;
lescence than the daughters of nondeprived parents.’” Not sur-
prisingly, Elder says, thi¥'advantage was greatest in the middle

~ class;, “a stratum in which Depression losses were novel and
————————————— ”» N 5 . N

short-term.

Compared with nondeprived boys, boys from deprived back-

grounds were less often judged as ambitious and productive;

[Nl
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‘vgoal-orlented" self-conﬁdent and resourceful While they were

. more: responsive to/the needs of others; they were also' more
vulnerable to the judgments of others and were socially inept.

. “Their world view is d1st1ngu1shed by a sense of victimization

~ and. meanmglessness Elder notes. They tended to meet life:

‘with mdec1sxon and W1thdrawal Impairment in the boys - -
showed @p more often in the mlddle class, despite the fact that

their absolute prxvatlon was not as great as in worklng-class ‘

famxlles

Elder ﬁnds three reasons for the class dlfferences Flrst ‘

= among workmg-class famlhes ‘the dlsparlty between depr1ved

and nondeprived was ‘ngt pronounced -Second, because these
famllles had experxenced economic hardshxp,m the past, adap-

tations to scarcity were common. And third, middle<lass farmi-

Jies that had lost: h"eawly in the Depression. recovered.. Hiore;

qu1ckly dur1ng the wartime prosperity that followed: fathers

" sometimes worked day and night and continued ta be. unavail-

able to their sons; and mothers abso found Jjobs pie‘ntlful durlngb

the war : .
e . L

Compared ‘with the dramatic contrast bétween the boys and

girls, Elder found only modest differences in the personalltles .

of the deprived and nondeprived middle-class-boys: War mobili-

zation helps to explain why “Perhaps even more _than /the ~

Depresswn era,' he says; ‘‘civiian mobilization réduced the
effective ‘homie’ preserice of mother and father.” Even during
K the Depresswn fathers in nondeprxved mlddl&class fgmﬂ

e men

ranked hlgher on: measures of selflnadequacy lower on soctal

competenice and goal orientation,. and expressed more dissatis-
faction with themselves than boys whose fathers were more
, involved with them: rg-jven though related to hard times, inad-
equate fathering.and its. developmenta] -consequences for boys
were not restricted to such conditions,” Elder observes.

Elder attributes most of the difference between girls and boys '
from deprived - homes to the empathy between mother and
daughter But the girls may also have been influenced by their
mothers’ example in a period when women’s options increased.

The Berke]ey glrls were adolescents durmg World War II;, a

‘

)



P hshed a plausi'ble n’xodel for daughters to follow in relation to

; expandmg job opportunities for women.> The mothers' were

also young; and taken together with: the fact that Bérlteley is

‘heavily influeniced by the University locatéd there, they ‘may
have "broadened thelr ideas about +

~they .passed along to their danghters. dding credence to this

line -of . reasoning is the fact that the strongest link between,;_r i
" deprivation and competence was fotnd. in the glrls from better” -

educated ‘l;mddle-class fmmhes .
Goodan.d Bad Marnages . - o Lo
_ Elder observes that »a sons attxtudes to
, greatly 1nfluenced by his: mother s Given’

riaée When Elder:a ‘
Berkeley;parents’ marxtal_relatxonshxﬁ they found that t:lose-

fosses dummshed the fmiuly secunty of boys’ only when _the ,;'

. parents did not. haye a good relationship before the Depréssion:

~On_the other hand, a ba mantai reiatxonshxp couid actuaiiy
. ) ‘f‘ o ,(7

enhance a glri s feehngs o securxty‘

P

va parents were : relaﬁvely close to each other beforé
income loss, economic deprlvatxon enhanced warm feel- o

together when 1)arentfs were mutnaliy supportwe
" before hard times. Neither: parent stands out as-more.
preferred in these deprived families; whert cornpared to
the nondeprived . .-*boys and girls experlenced a bene-

volent sxde of the Depressmn when parents faced eco-

,that matter [Elder, m press, b]

The Gohorts Gompared

Slnce the Oakland ‘'subjects’ were not studled as chlldren,

U0

men's options, ideas that. -

rd lilﬁ ﬁithéi‘ are
pressures of the
lﬁpression such- as_ heavy ‘income losses, h@i; opinion. of ‘her’ -, -
spouse ‘#as “least hkely ‘to- be- charitable in a dlvxsﬁ(e,mar- o
his: colleagues examined ratings of the |
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adolescence was thq l1rst llfe stage at Wthh they could be
compared to the Bérkeley subjects.
The effect of economic hardsh1p on the Berkeley adolescents

was 1n qome respects a m1rror 1mage of the ef’fect on the

equate when compared w1th the1r ;mndeprlve
inadequate E
suhmlsslveness corresponds w1th their domestic obllgatxons

and social disadvantages m adolescence ” Elder notes They

. largely a matterofﬁhlstory whenﬁthe Berkeley glrls ,entered
" adolescence during World War I1.” The picture for the deprived
adolescent males was very :d&ffei‘é'nt. In ic'o'ntrast,,t’(j the Berke-
ley iﬁaléﬁ tliL‘ Oa'klan'd adbléébérit boys Wéi‘é Chﬁi‘ﬁbtéi‘iiéd

,plty of a v1ctlm of circumstance.”

_ Elder points out that these differences between the Oakland .
and Berkeley cohorts ‘“‘underscore the risk of generalizing from
a single cohort.” But there are problems of method that con--
found the results of his study, too. As Elder observes;: the

have chosen had he des1gned the study for hls.purpose rather
than having to rély on data collected for othér purposes. Also,
Elder repea‘~dly reminds his ‘readers that the Berkeley and
Oakland samples are not representatlve of the country The

membershxp of the1r respectxve cohorts, 1920-21 and 1928 29.”

Adult Life

ising as adolescents grew up 1nto adulthood as accomplxshed as
their. nondepr1ved age mates. “A poor start in life,” as Elder

'says, ] ‘niay ant1C1pate a cont1nu1ng pattern of d1sadvantage

SR ; )
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ﬁmsh coll(-ge thnn thmr nondeprwed classmau- ) l'l‘htiré Wéré

college experience * managed to advance well beyond worRhfe'
ekiiectatlons based on their education, rising to the occupat)on-
al léyél -of men from more affluent homes by m1d llfe ()nly

college contmuod a lifé of dxsadvantage
Among the women, where adult status depended largely on
the husbands occupatxon there were clear class dlfferences

because, t,he deprrved women, more often, postponed rmarrlage

- and childbearing in favor of going to work at an early age—a

sxtuatxon that favored thexr meetxng college-educated men.

cted the Berkeley Guid””ce Study
for many years, has noted tifl she and her staff had predicted
a gloomy life course for many of the subjects in thexr study:
Elder cites a 1963 article by Macfarlane:

Accordxng to Maefarlane a large number of the Berke-
ley boys and girls did not achieve a sense of ego identi-
tv -and -strength until adult situations “forced them or
presented an opportunity to them to fulfill a role that
gave them a sSense of worth . " Developmerital gains
were frequently associated with departure from:-home
and community, a life change which provided an op-

portumty to “work through early confusions and inhi-
bitions.”” [Elder, in press, b:]

¢
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service. Slxty percent of the deprived men~ had entered the
service beforethey were 21, compared with 17 percent of the
nondeprived. Elder explains:

For deprxved youth who lacked self direction and - ai
sense. of adequucy. mllltary serv1c0 offercd developmen-

In m1ddle age; the Berkeley men themselyes saw mllltary

serv1ce as a L,reat d1v1d1ng lme between their unhappy youth

lives in their middle-age 3 years the men who were deprived as
chlldren saw the1r adolescence as the worst perlod of the1r

1ty The ma_)orlty of deprlved WOmen also saw their adult
years as being the best period of their lives, but their memories
of adolescence were more posmve

ley and Oakland data Unitil adulthood the Berkeley chlldren
and the Oakland adolescents from deprived families fared very
differently. Their families encountered economic hardship at
different stages of their lives and with different capacities to
cope W1th the crxses Whether they were male or female,
were close or quarrelmg also affected the effect of the Depres-
sion on them: Just as. lmportant however their experiences as

adults conld help them to overcome the legacy of their families

of origin: v

oS
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In addmon to these Compnrlsons on the subjects themselves;
Elder has completed hxs documentatxon of the pre- Depres;non
experiences of the Berkeley parents, and he is well along with
his analysis of the aftermath of the Depression into the par-
ents’ old age.
HISTORY AND THE FAMILY

It may be a conncxdence that Glen Elder began his study of
the Great Depressnon dur1ng the sixties. Certmnly the research
bedrs on the many events observed then The upheavals of that
decade—particularly the strugglewbetwreen generatlonsf—crxed
out for explanation. Why were the children of privilege so
dissatisfied? Why were they at odds with social institiitions
that fﬁadé thé gbbﬂ lir pﬁ§§iblé7 What made thié heW genera-

Hlstory Ignored

~ Sociologists were caught nappmg Questxons ralsed by rac1al
and youth unrest such as the dlfferent hlstorlcal chxldhoods of

edge an socxal change in_life experlence Socxology had lxttle to

offer to.an understanding of how two world wars; the Great

Depression; postwar affluence; and the baby boom affected the

fm:mly .and. lntergeneranonal _relatidnships. Yet, Elder points

out, social L‘hange is the major_intellectual problem in sociolo-

gy- SOClOlongtS knew httte abont ‘what caused such observed

trends as earlier marm&ges,,rxsmg divorce and xllegmmacy

rates, declines in parental authority, and the growing number

of female-headed households: Nor had they given much_theo-

retical attention to the process by which families change across

generations. After World War II; Elder SAYS;- social . research

“largely 1gnored the hxstorlcal facts that are so vital in under-
standing family patterns.” . -

During this. post-war period, the 5fﬁd§ of the family, in

Elder s opinion,

managed to sever: famxhes from their hxstoncal set-
fiﬁéé and from the specific social contexts in which
they are embedded. The times were indeed conducive
to fallacious interpretations of the family in the course

of history : : : : Major historical studies in. this era dealt

LR T
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less with families or doniestic groups than with family
systems in a highly abstruct domain of generalization

(Eider 1978.)

Most research on famxly change was concerned with large—
scale evolutlonary chnnge— ‘the emerging types of family life
and their. relation to structural changes in §ocxety,' accordlng
to Elder One. phenomenon that recexved attentxon for example,

1onsh1p in marrxage Relnted to thls trend was the change in

status and social roles of women; women were marrying at a

younger age and spending fewer yearé of their_lives bearing

and rearing children; whxle giving more time to education and
Jjobs.

1t was only in the 19603 that soczologtsts

again began to give serious attention to
the effects of history on the famtly

- Econoin'ic ﬂu'cthati'o'ﬁs ‘have also been 1a'rg'é1y ne’gle"cte"d in

my on Vthe famlly S’ome research for example, exammed the
int’era"cti'o'n b'etween urbén’induétrial g‘ro'vi'th ciilturé, énd

1ty )
New Interest |n Fam:ly Hlstory

In lns concern for. hxstorlcal context Elder follows the lead of

two eminent sociologists of this century. One is C. Wright Mills:

In a 1977 article; Elder cites one example of Mills’ concern for

historical -context; this one taken from Mills’ best-known trea-
tise; The Soczologzcal Imagination:

. the biographies of men and women, the kinds of
lndlvxduals they -have  become, -cannot be understood
without reference to the historical structures in,which

the miilieux of their everyday life are orgamzed His-

.
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toru:al transformatlons carry meamngs not - only for

individual ways of life; but for the very character—the

limits and possibilities of the human being. [Mills 1959,
~ p. 175, quoted in Elder 1977; p. 288]

The other soc1ologlst is William 1. Thomas whose theorencal
arguments are evident in Elder’s approach to studying social
chang@Thomas is best known for a study done with Florian
Znaniecki on the Polish peasant-in Europe and America. Pub- ‘
lished in five volumeés between 1918 and 1920, this classic study
set an example that was much cited but little followed by later
generdtions of sociologists. According to Elder; -the studyy
“opened up new vistas in relation to the study of individuals
and groups iii situa’tiohé 6f drﬁétic 'ch'é'rigé "

explored It was only then that SOClOlOngtS began to give seri-

ous attention to the effects of history on the family.\Concern
over soc1al problems of the tlmes was partly responmble for thls

Challenges to Presumed Knowledge and Bellefs
In _the early 1960s several socmlogists serlously criticized the

methods and theories. guiding past research on the family.

However, not until the 1970s; according to Elder have these

critiques been given due weight. ‘‘Idealized. images of past and

present in family life represent one’ of the more.. deservmg

casualties of this critical reorientation;” Elder notes in his 1978

article; “Approaches to Social Changejmd the Famxiy ”

The theoretical insights of such. mvestxgatorsxs Neil Smelser

(1959 and 1968); Marion Levy (1966);, and William Goode (1963)

“brought to mind a more differentiated. and complex portrait of

social chﬁnge than had prevxousiy been possible. As a_result;
the “glaring deficiencies” of some. popular mterpretatlons of
family change became apparent. One ‘example is the notion
that families have gone into a d¢cline as a result of serving
' fewer and fewer traditional functions in urban, industrial soci-
ety—'—ari i'rit’ei'pi'etﬁtio'ri thét héé §ijﬁ'1'i"€d since the lét,é 19263

itiog as educatmg chlldren does not mean that fﬁmllles are not
Frucial for society. Levy (1966) argues that only if fam111es exist:

(:Q\
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solely to perform those activities can it be said that they mre

the family and conclusions drawn from uncritical acceptance of
it. One such conclusion, Elder points ott, is that parental au-
thority hus been increasingly undermined over the years. Elder
continuwes: - ) ;

The insights of structural analysis, as Smelser demon-

strates, yield-a-more complex picture of relative de-

cline in some areas (such as economic training and

control), a relative -increase in the early years (owing

to:a reduction in family size), an increase in the disper-

sal of authority across agents: of socialization (school,

family, youth groups); and an upgrading of demands on

the child, with its implications for qualitative change

in authority relations. [Elder 1978] S .
__Elder is particularly impressed by the work of William
Goode, whose World Revolution and Family Patterns ‘‘warrants
consideration as the major event in sensitizing sociologists_of
the early 1960s to the conceptual and empirical tasks in_an:
families were not simply passive recipients of historical trends:;
the labor force and work process in factories were two condi-

them to particular jobs. In addition to demonstrating the limits
of then-daccepted interpretations of families and modernization;
Goode also specified the questions'that sociologists should be
asking and the kind of research methods they require. Elder
says that Goode left no doubt that he thought it imperative
that sociological propositions be tested with historical archival
data: S . . /

The work of sociologists such as Goode “marked a turning

but Elder believes that its full impact was not felt at the time.
Sbéidl Tﬁéba and Hi‘éiér} o :'

_The second turning point toward historical res€arch came
about as a result of a debate over traditions in studying social
change and the family. On one side of this debate were argu-
ments for attending to broad structural changes in the family
that evolved over long periods; on the other was the need to

(fF
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study families in concrete settings—that is; to study real fami-
lies; the behm(lor of individual members; and relatlonshlps and
changes across generatlons Elder and others _argne that both
should be mcorporated into a.middle-level approach one which

examines institutional . trends _as. expressed in _particular set-

tings and explicates the. process by which families change
(whxch' in turn, has implications for social development as a
whole)

In studies ol‘ evolvmg famlly structures, there 1S a tendency
to interpret the behavior of actual9 famllles on the basis of

structural patterns or trends Elder.. observes An example 1S

with. these studles is that the mvestlgators confused two levels

of analyms—sitmctnral and behavmral When thelr behav1oral

are. ;3&& of._ éaﬁiéﬁﬁaié& family life in urban areas; ’ the find-

mgs weré often taken as & refutation of Parsons’ (structural)
concept: Elder argues that this is not hecessarily so.

- The other approach—to study family change on the basis of
events, circumstances, and behavior in concrete settmgs—ls

just as problematxc 1f 1t fmls to account for the structural

;};hll’l the constraints of those trends. ThlS mlddle posntlon was
also recommended by W.I. Thomas—Thomas’ chief contribu-

tion; in _Elder’s opxmon Thomas studied the process of groups

and_individuals experiencing changing and historically specific

‘times. But he did not lose sight of the larger context and the

xmpact of change on group structure and the lives of members

102-750 0 - 79 - 3
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__ Elder's {jei{f to Thomas is evident. He notes that while past

studies of families in the Great Depression and World War IF

“had much to gain from:the concepts and analytic structure. of
Thomas’ approach to social change,” they were carried out with

“a_very different view of historical events:” Economic depriva-
tion and the absenice of fathers during World War 11 were

represented as temporary crises—crises from which the family
would fully recover—not as potential sources of enduring
family change.

Social _valyes such as the appropriate-
ness of women working outside the home
can be passed on from -one generation to
the next

_Thomas, by contrast; bejiev&\that.ta understand the process

through which an event finds expression—in family patterns,
life experience, and social character—one needed to examine
life histories: Thomas saw crisis. as a disturbance of habit, a
disruption in a family's or &n individual’s usual means of main-
taining control over a situation. Confronted with a crisis, both

families and individuals work out adaptations that are consist-
ent with customary values and behavior, even if these adapta-
Hons don't involve & plan of action. But a crisis may call for _
responses_or changes in the family—such as the need for the

wife to take a job—that conflict with customary values and
attitudes; eventually the valies may be modified as a result.
Thus; Elder argues, Thomas has allowed for a “situational con-
straint” (such as that imposed by economic depression) to influ-
ence the expression of values in behavior. His model also helps

to explain how these constraining situations have consequences

SIS i gt ins  ioiiimm i e pae e i 3
for: social transmission across generations.” In other words,

social values, such as the appropriateness of women working
outside "the home, can be passed on from one generation to
the next. They are most likely to endure Whéhé?ég‘:@eg help a

person; a family, or a succeeding generation adapt to new
situations. Depression-reared men with a troubled and unstable

worklife, for example, might continue to seek economic security
and job protection above challenge and the opportunity to move

into more satisfying and suitable careers,

25
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The Socxoiugy of Age ) : L

In addltlon to the reorlentatlons 1in theory and methods of :
studymg historical changes in the family, clarification of the
“bond between age and tim'e hés inﬂuenced eontemporé'ry re-
three developments, as well as the theoretlcal wrltlngs of WL
Thomas ofi crxsxs and adaptatlon Together, these f‘ormulatlons
tlme, settmg, and cxrcumstant:e, he notes The approach

“takes a middle course -between highly generallzed assessments
of social development and the morass of detail in historical
partlcularlsm

Of the developments in the 19605 that redlrected attention to
thestudy of family history, none was more important than the
rediscovery of the importance-of age in sociological analyses;
according to Elder, Age, he points out, stratifies people in his-
torical time a'n'd it éléo §ti-étiﬁé§ their §o"ciél role.Es (for Eiémnle

Problem of Generations;” accordmg to Elder. Mannhexm a
German theorist; alerted sociologists to the way,,‘,“,,?‘,’,l,‘},ch,,},’,‘,,s,tf"
ry shapes the ontlooks of Birth éohorté The historical experi-

vergent, ,gnd even contrasting mentalities’ can emerge from
such different historical experiences.- For decades; however,
Mannheim’s argument was lost on sociologists studying family
change. N

Elder dates the redxscovery of the 1mportance Qf age to an .
,essay by Norman Ryder, “The Cohort n the Study o£ SOCIHI

a 1972 book; Aging and Soczety Rlleys group hnked Mann-
heim’s insights to contemporary sociological concepts of norma-
tive social roles. “From birth to death,” says Elder; ‘‘successive
cohorts move through an age structure of sacial roles.” As-each
cohort meets age-appropriate roles—going to school or taking a
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bulldlngs were erected and, teachers prepared, the size of the
birth cohorts dropped rapidly. Now there are too many schools
and too few jobs for teachers.

-

“The study of' age and tts mamfold tm-

and events--back mto the socwioglcal
analysis of families.”

Sociolog'ists have begun to ‘use the new p"e'isp'éc'tive' on age

while the time between the marriage of the last child and the
death off one spouse has grown longer (Glick -1977). Elder thinks
that to.urderstand these changes adequately calls for an em-
pirically b'aséa iﬁethod of ahﬂy’sié:sp@iﬁcally, analyzing vari-
placed n_ hlStOl‘lCal tlme (eg, whether y, encountered eco:
nomlc swmgs war, technologlcal chang hén subgi-'o”up'é of

mﬂuence how hlstorlcal events are experlenced and mterpret- :
ed. Wherever possible, actual family encounters with the his-
torical conditions under study (e.g., economic depression) should
be examined. “In combination,” says Elder, “these strategies
permlt expllcatxon of the process by wh1ch hlstorxcal change is

acknowledges that thxs approach together with Thomas theory
of family adaptatxon to change, “proved to be a major influence
in the development” of his Oakland stndy
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Increasingly; Elder observes; analysts are finding they must

“delve into other archival. records in order to_obtain satisfying

answers_to the. questlons their work has posed.” His study of
the Berkeley families is just such a case: ,

However rudxmentary the contrlbutlons of socmloglcal study
of age and the llfe course to date, Elder belleves that lt has

ﬁnds 1tse1f, a process vlew of fémlly change, and the ,1nterplay
bé'ti.iii?éﬁ 'deuiogrép'h'lc jjrocesséé éiid soclél structure As he has

to brmg,the hlstorlcal realm—of people and,places dates and
events—back into the saéialagi'ca analysis of families.” o

Measunng Change——AIternatlve Desugns
_One type of investigation that has been handxcapﬁed by con-

fusiOn over. the. meaning. of age is the study of mtergeneratlonal

change and contmmty using_cross-sectionat surveysof two. or

more generatlons In this type of research; arn mvestxgator may
find differences from one generation to another on such varia-
bles as the breadwmner § response to being unemployed These
dlfferences cdn reﬂect at least three realities:

® Aging ltseif A 30—year—old will, md one meuumg in an_expe-

esponses to_a cross-sectional -

rience; a_50-year-old another:

survey may | reflect changing times—a trend; say,;: toward

fess commxtment to work—or_it. may simply reflect values
charactenstlc of dlfferent p01n1:s in the life course

Cohort dzfﬁrences Survey subjects who share a bu'thdate
are exposed to a particular slice of history. Differences from
one age group to another may reflect th@ unique pé'répé’ctivé

Varzatzons in hzstorzcal ‘experience.. Not everyone is. exposed
to. hxstoncal events to the same extent Some families never

.sent @ son to war: In the Depression; some suffered little or

- no deprivation:
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thle 1nvestigators typ1cally try to account for such possnble
dxfferences the cross-sectional design makes it 1mpossuble to

determine the influence of each varlable

In a review essay publlshed in 1975, socwloglst Frank Fur-‘
stenberg noted another problem with cross-sectional studies.

Many of the recent studles of family history have used this

design and have contrasted features of family life in the past

with those in the present—a ‘then and now” strategy of re-

search. “Much as one might be. able to detect’ alterations in

dress and demeanor by fhppmg through the pages of d family

picture album;” Fnrétenberg observes, “this cross-sectional ap-

. 'proach reveals; often in striking detail, what.has changed but

fails to disclose how and why change has occurred.’”’
_ In Children of the Great Depress;on Furstenberg says, Glen

Elder_‘‘rehabilitates. a neglected strategy for studying the dy-

- namics of family change’ —the longltudmal study of life histor-

ies. In Furstenberg’s. opinion; this research method advocated

in the 1900s by W.I. Thomas ‘‘did. not. survive in sociology

partly because it was unable to _compete w:th more rlgorous

methods of data collection.” Not only were. life reCOrds un-

¢ wieldy and unsystematic;, “biographical insight was frequently

based on personal h1nd51ght ” Elder overcame_these problems

in Ch;ldren by using more sophlsticated technlqnes of handling
life histories and by shifting to a prospectlve de51g'n

Prospectxve longitudinal _studies avoid.-most of the broblems

of cross-sectional and retrospective designs; but present others.

They are extraordinarily costly: Other problems have only re-

cently been fully appreciated. The most common .is . the one.
facmg the 1nvest1gator selecttmg var1ables that are. hkely to. be

What seems 1mportant today may turn out-to be 1nconsequen-
tial, while other characteristics that seem trivial now may turn
out to be vastly 1nﬂuent1al or have broad consequences 1n years

Funds may dry up. Admlmstratlon of the pro;rect may become
unw;eldy—sub_)ects drop otit, records are lost, the data become

sufﬁcxently voluminous to defy analy51s These problems are
multiplied when the effects of large historical events are under

consideration. The trend now is to study an event, such as a .

first child leavmg home, at two or three points surrounding the
event and once some years later:

39
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: Famnly Fhstory Today g

~ Elder finds cause for hope in. the decades trendr tqward socx-

ologlsts domg genume hlstoncal researeh .on: far

change, as well as condmons that alter the causal process.” His

;own work is a. step in that dlrectxon
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LA FAMILIA CHICANA

Pnnc;pa/ //ivestrgator Jaime Sena-Rivera, Ph.D.
Author: Charlotte Dickinson Moore, NIMH

Que seamos siempre juntos y unidos.

“Jimmy,” asked Mrs. Miller, a teacher new to the school and
new to teaching Mexican children, “How many are there in
7 your family?” :
" _Little Jaime answered proudly He was proud of hm doyble
1dent1ty Jaime among }us famtha aiid Jiiﬁiﬁy on t}us sidg of

in 1t but young in cautlous protectlve sophxstlcatwn Sensmg

that t}us school would prov1de a bett,er educatmn for her son

rangéd hm attendance there. He was placed in ﬁx:st grade

rather than kindergarten because his older sister had already

taught him to read; but no one had yet taught him much about

“Anglo mores. - S —

Anastasio. and my Mama. vaem {grandparents] then there's

my Tio Lucas and my Tia Mercedes;, my 'I‘xo Roberto and my

Tia Crucita [paternal aunts and uncles]. .

- Incredulously, the teacher interrupted, “You mean all these

people live at your house?” -
. The eager llttle boy laughed “O}i' no; but my ‘Tio Antomo
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68 THE FAMILY AS AN ENDURING UNIT
married yet lives with my Papa Eugenio and_my Mama Luz,

and my Prima Teresa and her husband and my. cousins from
them live down the street from my Tio Antonio and my Tia
Maria,and ... >

“They do? All together? So close?” B

“Sure, all the land there used to belong to my Papa Eu-
genio.” o , :

“Oh;” said Mrs: Miller, then, “I mean, how many brothers
and sisters do you have?”" o ‘ o

The number startled her, and the Anglo children in the

classroom giggled. Jaime. privately thought teachers don't seem
to know much, but respect for one’s elders had. been instilled at
an early age, and he would not have dreamed of uttering such

a rude and disrespectful remark. He continued trying to ex-
plain. o 0 o s R
“My Prima Beatriz is living with us now, too. My Mama is

big again with another ghild and my Tia Bernicita will be
coming to live with us fdr awhile. We love my Cousin.Beatriz
and my Aunt Bernicita. We hope the new baby will be a girl.

It's better for the youngest child to be a girl—you dop’t want to
spoil a boy.

As the storyteller recalls (Sena-Rivera 1978), “I think Mrs.
Miller switched us to memorizing the alphabet, which of course
I already knew; in English and Spanish.”

FAMILIA AND THEORIES OF FAMILY ,
This was familia. Here small Jaime could find loving people
who spoke his language, figuratively as well as literally. Now,

Jaime Sena-Rivera, Ph.D., presently at Yale University in the
Center for Health Studies, Institution.for Social and Policy
Studies, still sees familia as “a source of something familiar
and comforting ini a very unfamiliar and uncomforting world,

really. :Expectations and values are shared, and it's a way of
dealing with people that's not exploitative; usually : - : a way of
dealing with impersonality in a larger world.”

As a sociologist and as a Mexican American, Dr. Sena-Rivera,

while Assistant Professor in the- Department of Sociology and
Anthropology at Notre Dame University in Indiana, deter-

_mined to investigate the traditional Chicano composite lineal or

extended family social unit. His immediate objective was to
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psycholqg1c31 well- bemg”and to cope 7w1th stress throug,h theuj
own social interaction. This work is part of a growing body of
i‘ééééi‘éh ihVéétigé ihff thé Wéy ihfdi‘i‘hél suppbrt hethrkS

tatlye, on the Chicano and other Hlspamc groups.
AE é féﬁiil& ébéiblbéist Séiié Rivera is in a good: position to

His 1973 d,octoral, dlssertat1onL 7’I“he Sgrvlyal ofﬁthe Mexxcan
Extended Family in the United States: Evidence from a South-

ern California Town,” is an analysis of the data from that

eses - and assumptlons about the classw extended famlly in
the United States, particularly the Mexican American, and of
'd'o"cti-itiéé 6f fa"riiilism Ih the course 6f hié regearch Studies

w1th both the general llterature on the Amencan kmshlp
system and the historical and soc1010g1cal llterature on the
Mex1can in the Umted States

!

Qnes,and”p,resented the background, Qf VhlS hypothe51s of the
functionality of the Chicano é{ctén'déd family ,sfystem' in the

theonsts w1thm the last quarter-century, the American kmshlp
system has evolved from the relatlvely 1solated composnte lineal

Se'na' Rlvera does not share this view nor does he agree com-

pletely with definitions of the classic extended family that in-

clude not only residential proximity and occilpatidnai depen-
dence and nepotism but also a belief in the primacy of ex-
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tended famlly relatlons and hlerarchy based on the authorlty ‘of
the eldest male. =
Sena-Rivera agrees more neariy w1th two other famlly soci-

ologists; Eugene Litwak and Marvin Sussman; that the classic

extended famlly as it exists in America today is a modification

or conversion from the former model. According _to Sussman's

hypothesis; there 1s now a ‘“neolocal” nuclear family. system;

with nuclear families living by themselves and independent of
the families from which they came. These nuclear famﬂles,
however are wewed not as 1solated but as connected in a

lnterdependent relatlonshlp w1th the two parenta.l families if
they so choose; they are not bound.culturally or forced by law
or ctistom to maintain this connectedness.

3 In proposmg that the modlﬁed extended famlly 1s more func-

Litwak does not, wew,geographxcal or,oc,cgpatronal ,moblhtyias
inconsistent with maintaining extended family relations. Ex-
tended family bonds are seen as an end value in themselves,

moblllty (Sena-Rivera 1976).

Fanilia in the Kin System o
- Most family sociologists agree that the practxce oﬁmutual zud

is-basic to the functlonlng of the kin system: Jaime Sena-Rivera

observed this practice as a young child. In a chapter he wrote
for the new edltlon of La Raza, to be publlshed soon as a

United States, he describes this famlly interaction as he re-
members it from his chlldhood

It seemed that my- father's. brothers, and my father in
turn, would go first to one another for loans of varying
sizes (not always rapid) -at various. tlmes 1nstead,,of to
banks or savxngs and: loan associations - {“Why go

to strangers?”’ my father said.-“And- befudes the Ameri-

cans charge too: much interest_and they treat you like
dirt when you don’t know English so well. If you can't

pay your brother back there’s no. hard feehngs There

.
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(and uncles and cousins) would-see-each other, espe-

cially if the other was older, as legitimate resources for
finding work .. . . (“What is ‘more decent,” my father

said, “than helping your brother or your friend. to be

independent; be a man;_be a good husband or father ar
gon? -Besides, they put Mexicans off at The Unemploy-
ment.”’)

When still quite young, Sena-Rivera observed that many of
the practices which he took for granted as a part of living were
wrong: in Anglo-eyes. They might now be called familism, an
impediment to_individual mobility and the adoption of more
varied role models. In a word, they were dysfunctional, accord-
ing to his explanation in_the same La Raza chapter, which
says; in summary: ‘“Family” is supposed to mean the nuclear
family, not the extended network; residential proximity is con-
sidered extreme if many nuclear families; related by blood, live '

neighborhood; nuclear families should be controlled in size; the
practice of borrowing from one’s kin createés an unnecessary
burden rather than solidarity; economic and occupational inter-
dependency impedes or prevents upward mobility; authority
basgd on the eldest male criteria is arbitrary, paternalistic, and

an 1mpediment to individual mobility; and it keeps women
overly repressed and submissive (in press). )
Concerning the functions of the primary group structures of

They are unable to diagnose incipient emotional troubles or be
aware, by themselves; of better ways of handling childrearing;

for instance. It _appears that socialization learned through ev-
eryday activities, the value of neighborhood peer-group help in

emergencies; the permanence and long-term ties of the kin, and

sources of strength to the nuclear family structure. The kin, -
neighbor, and friendship primary groups, then, provide re-

sources which complement-those of the isolated nuclear family
(1969). )

Ky
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It mxght be assumed that w1thm the extended famlly, wheth-

er ‘classic’ or modlﬁed ‘the functions of these  primary

system, ,Th,l,s seems to be true for the Chicanos. Indeed; the
friendship group structure, which Litwak viefvs as the weakest
6f thé thi‘éé Cbiﬁpﬁhéhté seéiﬁs ijiiite sti‘bﬁg iﬁ la fdfﬁili&
ralsed almost l;ke b,rothers,and 51sters, and a partlcularly
strofig bond 'is forged among same-sex and samé-age siblings
and cousins. Even aunts and uncles are included, since many
parents are endmg thexr famxhes at the same t1me the older

nomic paths even the attainments or failures, of the md1v1dual

famlha members

Buﬂdmg the Hypothes:s of La Familia Chncana -

of those, hypotheses concerning the Chicano extended_ famxly
are ﬁﬁéléédiﬁg He sé}?s (1976, p. 6 “T}ié i?i-géﬁé;&iibﬁ&i

in the Uruted States _or for other Chlcanos _except at times of
mdwzdual extended family or coryugal family stress, or periods
of general societal disorganization.”

In short the tradxtnonal Chlcano extended famlly, as a group—

reasonmg was that the carriers. of the ‘“‘old ways are the

" immigrants of the 1910-1930 period. and . their. descendants:

From his prev1ous research, he had concluded that proximity in

time to the source of the Mexican extended family's traditions
explained a more traditional behavior; his objective; therefore;
was to determine _the extent to which each generation tested
the traditional culture in a largely alien setting .and found it

4%
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group As inembers of the crowds of immigrants fleemg the
Mexican Revolution of 1910 and the poverty and unrest of the

two succeeding decades; the great-grandparents received their

primary socialization JE jrfeiixco ‘where they were born; the

second and .third .generations. of _each extended kin group
(except for a few in-laws of the families finally interviewed)

were born in the United States and recelved their primary

_socialization here:

* As Sena- Rivera puts 1t ‘Thxs partlcular social orgamzatlon
transcends many dlfferent hlStOl‘lC&l perlods He dec1ded to
h1story and some accountablllty, h1stor1cally, as to why they
came and how people coming at a certain perlod made it in the
United States. Until recently, persornis in that age group and
their descendants were the largest(segment of the Mexican
populatxon That’s changed now. We "have no‘ideal type’ any-
more.” -

_This observation was made in another way in a paper “The

Mexxcan Amerlcan Famlly, presented at the MeX1can Amerx-

pomted out that, like all other ,Amerrcans the thousands of
Mexican-American families vary in: regional and socioeconomic
factoFs. degrée of aSSiiiiilation and acculturation historical and
and with their dlfferent envlronme,nt,s In some fam;lles,f only
Sbanish is spoken in others S'panish i§ all but forgotten Many

used * w1th 1ncreasmg frequency and w1th growing prlde ' Al-
ternate labels throughout the years have been Latzno, Hlspano

97-99).

THE IMMIGRANTS

Why did they come? Sena-Rivera recounted their - story in a

historical chapter in his dissertation (Sena 1973). During the

29
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second half of the past century, followmg the Mexxcan Amen

After the turn of the centuryr however, a boom in_the z:gul-
roads and in other industries and, very importantly, the indus-

trlahzatloh”ofe.grxculture, especially in Texas, Gahfornm, and
labor, a ,deman,d that could not be met by Euromm,ugmg-
grants; the traditional source_for similar labor. Concurrently,
the overthrow in 1910 of the Diaz regime in Meiiéo by_revolu-

s‘ubsequent freemg of millions of peons from their bondage on
the great haciendas and ranchos. Many gravitated to the cities
of Mexico and to El Norte, the North—the U.S.A.—where both
rumors and 'réé'rijitéré _reached ‘them With news_of jobs and

vels from, ,t,hercourntrymdel,and out-of favor reyolutxonanes ,and
other politi'cél refu'gééé With th6§é, 'céiiié WiVéé and éhildi-eii

tended f‘amllyf households as well e1ther7 together or over _t;me
For iii'o'ét the Botdei- ététeé became the first stopping: bléee

ff‘resh dempnd ,occunced, not. only,for pgncul,tural,workers ,1,1‘1 the'
Northwest and in Florida but also for workers in the railroad,
steel aut’om’o’tiv’e, a’ti'd 'o'the"r 'ré'p’i'dly 'devao'p'i'rig iridijéti'iéé xii

Detroit, Kansas C1ty, Chicago and Gary, Ind. Indeed, the colon-
ias. and barrzos begun then in those pldaces are as old as many
found nearer the Mexican-American border. Increases in the

tide of Mexican immigration, especmlly just before World War

.50 - /
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F g

II ‘and during: the smtles und seventxes, have estabhshed ne\ﬁ

xican neighborhoods and sections of cities and towns ig

orced, both culturally and numerically, older settlemen

oi‘ exican Americans throughout the United States; mostly in
the Sbuthwest and M1dwest

mined chleﬂy by economic conditions: the periodic depressnons
" of the 1910s and 1920s, the Great Depression of the 1930s, the:
boom time of two World Wars, and the events of K,orgaﬁand
Vietnam; plus the state of the Mexican economy during these
pérxods The Welcome mat for Mexlcans has been put out and

The  early 19308 mtnessed the forced “repatnatxon to

. Mexlco of hundreds of thousands of  Mexican. families; US:.

citizens or not, since they were viewed as an excessive burden

to public and private social and chantable services and to

American taxpayers. (Many of them were taxpayers, too.) Peri-

odically sifice that time, this repatriation has continued: n

_The familias of Sena-Rivera’s study-are very much a part
the comprehensive immigration and labor history of this ceid
tnry‘ Each familia in its own way has_ contnbuted a b1t to J

these familias has suffered as badly as many of théir coun tige

men nor experienced deportation back to Mexico. But for 3
mq;onty of these famtlms and their individual members, suc:

ceeding in_this country over the generations has been far from

’easy For several; in material and other terms; their. hxstones
could hardly be counted as successful at all. Like other immi-

grant groups and like the pioneers in the West; many of them

Mexican, these familias, especmuy the founders; have-shown

_ the fortitude and determination required to make a viable life

for themselves and their family members and to forecast a

"dream of the future for their offspring.
Maiiitéiiiiiig family solidarity and loving relatmnshxps lslilf

ﬁcult Ainder guch conditiofis. But doing go is extremely . impor-

" tant for today’s otherwise highly impersonal, complex society:
Sena-Rivera believes that the story -and lessons of these famt-

has are worthy of our general attentlon that they are apphca-

class groups

5
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pﬁEpAmNG FOR THE STUDY

and obtain the cooperatlon of famllles w1th the three senior

generations stlll 11v1ng, all of whom were heads of households,

_who llved in the area and would be avallable durlng the 1nter-

tlonal cr1ter1a deemed desirable for studylng famllles from &
variety of social strata. -
It 1mp0551ble to ﬁnd a prlmarlly agrlcultural mlgrant-

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

grandparents R _
The. study, therefore does not cover.as wide a spread of class
andh status as Sena-Rivera had . hoped: None. of the families

represents a smgie social:stratum either, because_each of .the
extended kin groups within the study had at least two. separate

and distinct strata of class and status. among the three genera-

tions of heads-of household. The. investigator. beheéesL that. this

mobility in class and status in his four famlizas is analogous to

that of most Mexican-descent population in this cotintry and in
this century and writes (1979) that “famzha 18 aiways or soon
becomes a source and an impetus fof success in the new coun-

'try

Sena Rlvera attrlbutes much of the sycgess of his 1nvest1ga-

tion to the: excellent; devoted work of his research assistants,

three of whom were graduate students in Mexican-American

studies at Notre Dame University: Daniel Valdez in farfiily

socwlogy, Victor_ Rios in. politlcal sociology; and Julre Lemmger
in history. The fourth; Delores “I;oia” Vllla who was waiting

for her registered nurse examination; was especially attuned to
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the needs of the respondents She mtervxewed since much of

her nursing experience and service-orjented family background

had been }gt:h Spanxgh-speakmg ‘cliénts. Needless to say; the

familia menmers appreciated being able to talk with the inter-
viewers in either Spanishsr English.

- __Sena-Rivera believes that matching the personal histories of -

‘the iﬁiéfvxewers with those of the people 1nterV1ewed makes for
kind of frowned upon. I had ttbijblé iﬁii,th,,e”véh this’,étudy,
which was- described as_not sociological.” However, his own
background- and that of his helpers allowed sensxtlwty to “the
subtleties terdependency and dependency”’ in the extended
kin pattern. The tralmng of the interviewers assured objectlv-
ity-and skllled ‘resedrch.

The investigator hopes - that others W1ll follow W1th more'

typlcallty studles learmng what is average for a partxcular

well as Sena vaera s personal and technical expenence There
was the planning of the investigation, as well.

What Do You Say”

And, what Spamsh word would one use for nuclear famlly. g
for one’s own household? If young Jalme’s teacher had mqmred

about his casa, Jaime's reply would have included only his

father, mother, and SIbhngs, plus anyone cuirently living

under the same roof For instance, a cousm Beatriz, was living

<
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" with Jaime’s family temporarily, and his Aunt Bernicita would

be joining them to help with the new baby, thus becoming part
of la casa. - S

Throughout . the _interviews, care was taken to use these

words as those being questioned used them and to understand
their responses in that light. The term familia proved to be

used according to the investigator’s hypothesis—a social organi-"
zational gathering of nuclear or conjugal households which are
basically independent. The term casa was understood but less
often expressed; so that it was more of a convenience in report-

.ing the research than in actual interchanges during the inter-

views: : - ’ :
How Do You Find Out What You Want to Know?

Sena-Rivera trained his interviewers in an intensive, open-

" ended technique and instructed them to employ direct observa-
tion. They were to notice the surroundings.of the homes where
their subjects lived; the condition of the homes and grounds;

degrees of affluence apparent in the furnishings and ﬁ?tétial
possessions; and, especially, evidences of caring and- affection
siuch as gifts and family photographs or home repairs made by
kin. : . : '

~ Somie of his assistants. had._trouble with Sena-Rivera’s ap-
proach at first, and he pointed out to them that the questions ..
are just a stimulus to get people talkip#yabout their lives. As

he said, “It's hard; so I came.up with tfvidea of the family
tree. This way. the interviewers could asKgtheir cut-and-dried
questions about. where the respondent was Deg, and so forth,
and algo get the historical sequence I wanted.. “had them ask
specifidally about the interactions of every single petyon on this
family free; questions: like- ‘When was the last time you saw

her? ‘What did you do? ‘How often does she come?' ‘Do. you

visit_because you like to?—obvious questions._That's fairly
§tj‘gg@pré&; but it's open-ended. The interviewer picks up a cue
and pursues it.” l *

__Charting the family tree proved an excellent basis for inter-

action between subjects and interviewers. Each_subject was
interviewed separately whenever feasible, and each_individual
was traced in relation to the others; children; grandchildren;
and great-grandchildren. ‘Collateral _relatives were included

when they seemed to belong in the story. Occasionally the
S

v
¢
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relguxi by ,blood. ,Mem,ory and ,th,e pg'rson,s own dotorml ition
of these relationships f@iiﬁi‘iiﬁhl‘d”thﬁi histories. -Since each Jgat-
gi‘iiii'dpiii‘ciit Wiiﬁ iiikl‘d th i‘bééll iiiii‘i'iitii iii‘id Ri‘éhdbéi‘i‘hui iif

,,,,,,,,,,,,

raiMplm a renl legacy.

what Do You Want to Know?

As far as possible; depondmg on tho memory of the subjccts
and the ability of the interviewers; each individual charted was
identified with  first and last names; including maiden sur-

‘names for females who had been married; age at time of inter-

view or of death; town; state, und country of birth; and resi-
dence or place wheére individual died, with, for both of these
entries, the nearest city or town if that place was a village in
Meéxico; the subject’s own designation of nationality or -ethni-
t:ity iict:iibiitlbii Whéh éiiip’liijéfd or pi‘ibi‘ to i‘étii‘éiﬁéﬁt dété 6f

this cquntry, sgbject 8 ggnerat)on ,m thls country, w,lth the ﬁrst
arrival as the first, the first born here as the second, and 8o on.
_ Additionally, there were queries about such general items as-
homeé ownership and facilities available in the home. The inter-
viewers listed as well any occupants of the dwelling who might
not be entered on the family trees and, finally, détermined the
compoemop of each subject 8 household

on Vther rkmd and the extent Qf that person 's interaction leth
each other person. Kind of interaction meant regular, deliber-
'a't:e visit;s ch’a’n’ce m’eoti'n'gs' 'a't 'ch"ur'ch' br the m’a’rk’et 'a'n”d m”e'et-

or famlly artles d hollday celebrations. Occasnons for

. mutual aid were mcluded because house—repaxr projects, baby-

' sm:mgr and escortmg someone to a clinic or the welfare office

are a part of the Whole scheme of living in a famiita Extent,

Mmeaning frequency, was__answered. with daxly “wéekly ”

monthiy _or ‘on<e . year:’ Extent referred also to length &f

time—minutes: davs. weeks; and SO on.

(1 K
<
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as: . ;

e l)o you enjoy thcse vn;ountem’ In whut wuy"

& Do you do these thlngs because you waiit to or because you.

ft-(-l ()bllp,uted" Why ?

e Are interactions thh fnends mnrk(‘dly dlffcn:nt from those
with kin?

e Are you content with your own and your spouse’s interac-
tions with i m laws? .

()thor queries dealt thh sngmﬁcunt changes in mtemctxon
which might have occurred in the past or which the subject
thought might occur in the future. There was an effort, too, to
determine the subject’s feelings about change or lack of change.
Of particular interest were inquiries concerning what the par-
ii'n'té ti‘ji tb téiibh théii' y'dijh'iz' ébbijt t}ié kiiid iiiid éitéiit 6f

usual[y unsuccessful, to make d,ls,cxjeet mqumes about that mdl-
vidual without insistent, insensitive probing.

It was “‘as if for each couple it was a
single rather than a dual existence that
had occurred.” -

s

In_every case, there was an effort to make these:interviews

as comfortable and relaxed as possible~for instance; babysitting

by one interviewer so that another could interview the parent:

In the case of a few of the older subjects, it involved att.endmg
o physicaly needs and, above all, being watchful for signs of

1 The_inferviewers were. 1mpressed Wlth the mteractlon nf the

-eat-grandparents in the two families which had both spouses

still living. The fond joking and exchange of VIeWs and informa-

¢
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tion were not a part of the plan for mdxvuinal mtennews, but

they were not discouraged and. probably could not have been

stopped. As the interviewers observed later; it was “as if for

each couple it was a single rather than a aual existence that
had occurred.” . -

Some bits. of mformatxon in these stornes were: altered or
omitted if they were not essential to the study, in order to

' maintain the anonymity of these familias who.gave 80 gra-
ciously of their time and their history. In his final report to the
NIMH Sena-Rivera dedicated his study to the members of these
four familias and to members of other famxhas who gave indi-
vidual interviews preliminary to the main investigation:. He

wrote: “We are especially indebted to the great-grandpareﬂtx

1nterv1ewed for whom the interviews sometimes were taxing

physically and at times taxing emotxonally as well. We hope

they find some return for their discomfort in. this acconntmg of

their inestimable contribution to American sociocultural histo-

ry—the establxshment in. thexr lifetime of four generations of

\

LAS FAMILIAS

The. characterxzatxons by economic achlevement and socml
standmg of the four families selected do not describe the rich
complexity and the individual struggles portrayed in their biog-
raphies. Interviewed .in_each familia were the great-
grandparent(s); a son and a daughter and their spouses, if
available; and one or more grandchildren and their speuses if

they were parents. Figure I shows the “famlly tree”. of each

familia and indicates which members. of each generation were
interviewed. o

Only Famtlta A is descrlbed in fmrly compiete detaxl here.

With the exception of the first generation founders of the other

'three famxlxas, the sketches gm, emphasls mamly to the re-

or volltlon, or generatlonal changes in these attitudes or m
soc10econom1c status. Each familia’ typical and individual ex-
pression of mores is dxstmgulshed along with their view of the
world through Mexican-American eyes.

<y
~Z
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Familia A, 141 persons, 20 households, of rural origins, mixed.
agricultural and blue-collar occupations; and principally small-
town residence.

The First Generation: The Great-Grandmother

Sefiora A and her late husband were born in 1898 in

Nuevo Leon, Mexico. At age 19, after a year of mar-
riage; they. received permission-from Sefor-A’s father
to come to the States for 3 months, but remained in
San Antonio; Tex.; for 24 years; where-Sr. A-was-a
railroad worker and where their children were born:
Eventually; Sra. A’s mother; two brothers, and two
sisters -joined them, though they lived in separate

househoidsi 7 ) o - o
Sra. A recalls that while they were in San Antonio
the‘y were all very close;, having been raised according

to “the custom in Mexico.” The children of the 4 Fa-

milia remember visiting with these relatives; ﬁpiciéli
learning love, obedience, and -respect. for them. Sra. A
recounts another aspect of the -familia -relationship:
¥ These brothers-and sisters helped each other in times
of sickness and the brother or sister who-sometimes
‘“had more than others helped those who didn’t.”
San Antonio was hit especially hard by the Depression.
In the late 1930s, the A Familia joined the great
exodus_of Mexicans from: Texas ‘o the: “Michiana”
area. The A's-came directly to the small semiurban,
semirural central Michigan town, outside a predomi-
nantly industrial city;-where they still-live. In the
beginning, both parents and children mostly picked
vegetables in the nearby fields.--Now, several male
household: heads work in the automotive industry in
the city. In. general, their various occupations are &
mixture of agricultural and automotive jobs; with
upper-lower to middle-middle class and status.
Many familias in this area; despite their poverty,
manage to make the grueling trips back to the South-
west or even to-Mexico fairly frequently. The A’s; how-
ever, returned to San-Antonio only once, 5 years after
their trek North: After this; they saw only one brother;
who died of pneumonia when he came for_Sr. A’s fu-
neral. They were unable to maintain satisfactory con-
tact becaise of the illiteracy of that generation.




84

THE FAMILY AS AN ENDURING UNIT

Sra. A was interviewed in Spanish in the comfortably
furnished -kitchen of her Victorian-era; two-bedroom
home; located in an apparently upper-lowet socioeco-
nomic neighborhood. When her husband died 6 years
8go, her sons sold the familia home situated on several

acres farther from town and with the proceeds bought
this smaller, neatly maintained -home. She is, there-
fore; able to live .independently and to be nearer her
sons- and -daughters, who all visit her about once a
week, some more often. She enjoys their telephone
calls, although she has not mastered dialing so that

she can call them. ‘ o
She is pleased that her grandchildren visit, most of

them at least once a month, and some take turns
staying with her when she is ill. In fact; one grandson,
a 20-yearold college student who visits. her- almost
daily; helped during the interview with names and

ages of her grandchildren and -great-grandchildren.

The visits of the little ones; she says, “lift her spirits,”

‘even_though they speak only English and she only

Mexican: Her affectionate term for them isbolli-itos..
the name of a popular Mexican dinner roll made with
bleached flour, and an expression often applied to non-
Mexicans.

The interviewers noticed in the parlor at least four
dozen -framed photographs of various kin, outward
symbols of attention that include extra visits when the
grandmother is ill and taking her to visit other familia
members when they are sick. Sra. A is grateful for-her

children’s.practical gifts and their collective help in
paying utility bills, insurance, or taxes. Although sad-

dened when she remembers the old days when they
were- all one casa, Sra. A hopes that things will contin-
ue as they are: She believes that her offsprings’ visits
are made because they love her and want to visit her.
It is especially important to Sra. A that “within each
house there be no discord between them.”

(The opportunity to reminisce; to talk about her loving

familia, was-a great pleasure to Sra. A. Her mitig was

_clear and active and the experience was so exciting to

her that she gave the appearance: of much better
health than was the actual case- When a bit of-tape
was replayed for her and she heard her._voice recorded
for the first time in her life, she was triily éf{hiléi‘é@f.)

60
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The.Second Generation: The Eldest Son
Sra.-A’s-eldest son,-age_52,-lives less than a mile from
. his mother in a neat; clean house which he ownsa in a
gommunity of lower-middle sociceconomic class. He is
;:1 inspector in a motor-wheéel manufacturing plant in
the nearby city and, except for a 4-year-old car and a
“color television set; -appears to- have -few material

assets. Among the framed photographs of all his chil-
dren and grandchildren, the son pointed out especially

the children’s high: school pictures and his son’s athlet-
ic trophy. The comfortable furniture is shabby; outside,
the house needs ‘a coat of paint. As' a former field
hand, the eldest sdn has apparently seen little point in
fixing up the yard; which has had no effort wasted on
it other than keeping it cleaned up. ) )

Although -this -son would, by custom,-be -expected- to

replace his father in the role: of dominance in the
familia, he does not appear to have assumed that posi-

tion. Perhaps: heading his own family is_enough. He
visits his. mother at least once a week and telephones
every other day and usually sees his brothers and sis-
feij7eve;gﬁﬁdgygﬁeii;hgrﬁggyork or visiting back: and
forth.- Babysitting is a common exchange -among them;
and they: help each other with small loans and assist-

"ance_in:large household-jobs.- The son expects these
enjoyable activities to continue and wishes an even

closer familial relationship. He and his wife see their

children daily; even the married ones: with their chil-
dren. He hopes to- continue these close ties, which
make him proud and happy. Their. visits are a token
that he is still important to them. The children’s finan-
cial assistance when he is:ill for an extended period; or
his to them, is an. indication of love among them, he
feels. Like his father before him; he has always tried to
teach his children to respect and help each other.

The Son’s Wife
The daughter-in-law was - interviewed. in Spanish -by
necessity, unlike her husband, for whom it ‘was the
choice. Born in Monteriey, Mexico, she- and her
mother,"a brother, and two_sisters came permanently
to the. States about 1945. She. could contfibute little
about her branches of the family tree—almost nothin

about her father; that her -mother -and -aunts and

uncles were born in North-Central Texas, and that the

J
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‘enjoys seeing her Indiana cousing, usually at family

Eéi'ﬂ@, when-they can i,l,l,,ﬁi’i‘ﬁii%E to-be together, since
oliday times are spent with each one's closest compos-
ite or lineal family. After a painful 15-year break, the
daughter-in-law is reunited with her own_mother; with
whom she exchanges frequent and enjoyable visita.

The: wife is_ Hép’gii:iii,iti;;édiiiijiét,éii;é:ij@,éjﬁ,ékéi or,
as she terms it,la alma de la casa, translated literslly,
“the soul of the house.” During the interview, children,

grandchildren, and nieces came in constantly, and

- other relatives called frequently on the telephone. She

is intensely interested in and involved with her in-
laws, especially Sra.-A. She hopes that the family will
always remain unidos; but seems to feel thag they may

not in the futire and is sad ﬁb*o’u;t it.

The Daughter

Sra:. A's second oldest daughter and-her husband live
in the same town in a rundown, two-story frame house
surrounded- by -a -large, neglected- yard. This rental
property appears scheduled for razing soon, to be re-
placed by -a business area-similar to that across the

usy street. The dilapidated furnishings; and this cou-
ple’s-whole way of-life, may well be eiplamedbg the
extended illness and unemployment of the daughter’s
hiusband. . . ) - )
During the interview; the couple- revealed that- this
was not the daughter’s first marriage and that not all
of their children were-by this husband. The-intefview-
ers had noticed during the  great-grandmother’s~ge-
sponses that-neither she nor the grandson who helped
her with names-and ages had mentioned. all of this

daughter's offspring-and that the old lady had seemed

confused about the ones she did enumerate. Since the
earlier marriage had been an unhappy one and “irreg-

ular;” it was convenient to,,o,'il;ﬁet it when- the family
tree was being branched out. The surviving son of the
daughter’s former marriage lives in SjnAlj!:QDﬁOillth
his wife and two children. The two daaghters five in
thetneg:b{,Mié}iigﬁii city, with four and eight children
respectively. .
This present couple’s youngest daughter, a student,
still- hves at home, but the other four, three auto-
motive-worker sons and a daughter who works in a
nursing home in _the city; all live in separate homes in
that city. These four and two unmarried male cousins
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are the- only--unmarried-children living apart from
their parents in all of Familia A:
The daughter recalls her youth fondly, especially visit-
ing with her mother’s relatives while still in San Anto-
nio and working in the fields and playing with her
- giblings: Aoeordingto her account; Sr. A ieg;jhefqmi-
lia together and "harmonious,” insisting that his chil
dren come home on weekends; whether- or not they
were married and whether they lived away from the

‘hometown or nearby.
In spite of their troubled pasts; this couple seems rea-
shnably contented and satisfed. The daughter visits
her mother nearly every day because of that lady's
failing- health, and she uses-this time also to call her
ildren since she has no phone. She visits these
hildren regularly, often uninvited, and receives visits
from them when-they come to see . A. She sees her
brothers and sisters_often—at church, at_their moth-
er's home; and at picnics.- These occasions; combining
present good times and recollections of happy times in -
the past; are a treat-to-her. Apparently, this daughter
is kept busy babysitting for her own children and for
her brothers and sisters and their children. In all, she

is happy with her familia and their relationship and

hopes they will all continue as they are now.
The Daughter’s Husband

disabled from a number of stomach operations during
the last 4 years; Familia A i8-his “‘real’” family. From
them, he feels that he has the acceptance; love, and
respect he- never -had before, -either- in his . native

Puerto Rico or in the United States prior to his mar-
riage. A -source of great pride are visits from: the chil-
dren who live in the area, whether they are his own or
not. He is especially happy that these seem to be made
from enjoyment, not obligation, and he -feels that his
attempts to t@é@h,thiz,y.@nﬁg@glé not to “lose” their
gamx{y hhaevq been effe,ctlﬁg.;,f, g,ﬁrg. E%L ﬁj@m&?gﬁl%@
eeply, he is especially happy when the gran T
visit, and he is delighted to be called “Grandpa.” This
household, like the other relatives, has many_framed
phégbzi%phé of children and grandchildrern, and of Stra.
A as well.
* - When he-was 10, the son-in-law was placed in an or-
phanage by his widowed mother; a cleaning woman;

— -
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THE FAMILY AS AN ENbUiiINC UNIT
1
Eﬁ’d t.here he remamed lmtll he was 19 He llved WIth

Umted St:ates at age 25 and dld ﬁeld work untll he
could save enough: money to-join-a brother in Detroit.
Fmauy, he got ‘a job using the automotive body-work

training-learned back hgme.-He even sent money -hpme

and; when the Detroit brother died; he heiped w1th the

smll corresponds occaslonaily thh hxs slsters in Puerto
Rico and calls them when he is ill and hospitalized. He
feels that they will continue to care about his well-

being biit is embittered aboiit the treatment from his

college-professor brother in Puerto Rico. Apparently
his 2-week visit there 12 years ago was shortened be-

cause his mother made him feel unwanted and his
brother’s reception was equivocal, at times welcoming

but often scornful. The warmth of Familia A then; is
particularly meaningful:

".#

This 29-year-oid rﬁan, his Anglo- mfe zmd thexr young
daughters-livegn a-new-house with swimming pool, on

a 2 1/2-acre plbt in a middle-middle ‘level area. Their
home-is-on the -outskirts of town, near-open fields, and
only -a few miles away from most of the A- Familia
members, who come often to the grandson’s home for

cookouts and swimming and to enjoy the larger area
than they possess

A welder in the main auto—body plant in the nearby

city, the grandson is a pivotal part of-his extended
family and appears-to be a loved and loving father.
Except: for a g'ounger brother who lives alone, he sees
. most_of his siblings and his parents three or four times
a week. These visits are made from enjoyment; not
obligation, -he says, adding that he also likes to have
his mother’s Mexican cooking; which-his mfe can’t do
very well: He and his wife often.call on his parents for
babysitting, and he and his father help each other w1th
heavy household jobs and with loans occasionally, too

He is prbud to be the oldest brother, to whom hls
siblings come for help. This help has included his sig-
nature to get loans or small amounts of money:.

has; in turn, borrowed-occasionally from:them;-and- he

and his wife obtained help from- her -parents when they

were first-married.- The-grandson misses these nqugsts

as his brothers and sisters w_older; but is proud
that they have done well and that he has 'been instru-

64,



- I -
~” . JAIME SENA-RIVERA : 89

mental in -their -achievements. Actually, he is afraid
that he has been too free with;.advice and scolding;
although sometimes not severe-enough. He has been
happy to help them but does not want them to “take
advantage’’ of him . S
He visits his-grandmother about -twice a month -and
sometimes helps her move bulky objects. His memories
of his dfather-are particularly warm, perhape be-
cause he recalls their working in the fiel ther
during - his teen -years. -He and- his_father, with the
aunts and uncles, bought property in the,c,ountxgﬁso
" that they can hunt and fish together, and they have A
_ built a cottage there.- The “club” they have formed, \
with monthly dues and regular meetings about he use
and maintenance of this property; is apparently more
important to the grandson than to the son, who did not
mention this connection with other familia- members.
The young man feels that his relationship with his
. aunts and uncles; whom-he sees-about twice a month,
is good and will remain unchanged: . ,

The Grandson’s Wife

The granddaughter-in-law, 29 like her husband, was
ing their third child within a few days after the
intefview. She is & fourth-generation “Anglo-Ameri-
' of German and English stock with a large family
cénnection which has moved _into the mid e-middle
class. The interviewers noted that there was never any
reference to this difference in “class’ or ‘“race’”’ but

. only to differences in language and cuisine.

The goung couple see her relatives on a few holidays, ,

. which the A’s understand and ,3@??” and keep in . °

. touch with her family’s activities during monthly visits

\iv,ithhezp@r@n@ ‘The grandson’s wife enjoyed the fre-
gent sontacts with- extended: family -members when

she was ii{gunger and misses them, btit feels that now
they all -have -much less in common. Of the future, she
thinks that perhape their friends may be as important
- to her and her hiisband as their relatives.

This young woman. is: busy ‘with -her- children: -and :
teaching gbeo@rgphyand history to seventh and eighth. _ _
graders. She sees neither her-mother-in-law- nor Sra. A

as often as her husband does but is more comfortable

with her mother-in-law -in-any case, since they can .
converse in -English: The relatives who belong to the .

. 302-750 G ~ 79: - 5° S
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“The Eusbands and boys hunt and the women and
girls cook.” The couple cooperate in the usual babysit-
ting and report that their children look forward to

being with ‘their cousing on both sides:of the family:

The granddaughter-in-law thinks she should learn fo

speak Spanish better, and she: appreciates her in-laws’

patience and understanding with her present inability.
L

The é_’rdhd«id@hié'r
This 32—3&&5&;451& mother of eight; the eldest child of -

The ’Granddaaghters Husband - -

Sra A’s second oldest daug hter and her first husband,

husband are b Hying - in the city in a lower-middle- .

. income -housing development. Her husband’s 20-year-
old. nephew who has just begun working in the city,

at present a member of their casa. The granddaugh ter
was raised by Sr. and Sra. A and feels like a sister to
her aunts and- uncles -who were growing up in the
same home; a)though she is not as close to her. own

brothers- and -sisters as she otherwise would have been.
She is especially close to a cousin who was also raised
by their grandparents and-writes often to her now that
the cousin is living in Indiana. The granddaughter is

confideny that the families will be even closer -and

frequent mcludes some of her many cousins; nieces;

and nephews in outlngs with her own children.

. Her love for her grandmother is very spec1al The

granddaughter visits her every weekend, wher she also
sees many other relatives, especially. her_mother. Her
vacation visits to her own father in San ‘Antonio are a

" band’s family does not celebrate hohdays because . of

their religious practices; these occasions are Spent with
her extended ﬁimzim'

1

The grandson-m-law the Onl)%:on—Cathohc reported in
all of Familia A, has,a large and complicated family
tree of his own. Most are step- and half-brothers and
sisters from his father's three marriages, and all, -ap-
parently, are on the best of terms; they turn to: this

yourng man for advice with their J)roblems since -he is

the oldest. He adds; though; that he and his wife try to
sblve their own problems without going to members of

either familia:

- I
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I 1965, when he. wh 28, he came directly from Mexico

on a permanent basis to work in the fields around the

town. Now- a mainteniance sweeper -for a large auto-
motive plant, he has somehow managed to save enough
money to assist his own faniilia members when they
are in need and has even sent his aged grandmother in
Mexico enough money to rebuild her house when it
burned down. This is one of the -familias which travels
ack 4o Mexico frequently, and visits the: many cousins

and| especially the uncles who raised e motherless
boy;with warmth and kindness. These: mxts are impor-
to the grandson-in-law and his-children;-as are the
frequeht visits with the Michigan brothers and sisters
and their father. Th couple regret that-they do-not
gsee the granddaughter’s older relatives as often as they
did when they_still lived -in -the. smaller town and

before the children were so- busy m sports and other
events thh their peers ,

v

Prototype Far m/

_.In many ways; this large, 141-member clan is highly typical
exican-American culture known as fdﬁiiliii

are drawn into the intense relatlonghlp of the network There
is reflected here an emotional interdependence which, especial--
ly for the older members; satisfies ‘most of the individuals’
 recreational and social .needs; visits and larger gatherings being
*an\important part of dally arf@ weekly life. The sense of obliga-
.tionMo_each gther; to* help in times of economic- trouble or
ﬂln’f’ vhtﬁ all loans, hougg.hold semces, or chﬂd care, ap-

) 4
Their Fa{m R ;

* With the exceptlon of ¢ one thxrd-generatlon m-law, the fami-
lia members are Catholic. Their faith and their church are an
integral and accepted part of daily and weekly life, ﬁlth’o’iigh :

SN
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only rom,me rltnaL partlmpauon for some Fxrmly bonds are

strengthened further when godparents are chosen for chrlsten-

ing, First Communion; and confirmation. Dr: Sena-Rivera says,

though; that this custom is not as strong as it is_nearer the

border or.in. Mexico 1t.self where the . ‘“fictive” kmshxp, the

)

practice of ‘‘claiming” relations throngh godparenting; is 11159 )

stlll sitrong D)

Mamage and Dlvorce /

_ Familia A reflects; also, changes in patterns of marriage and

divorce: A shift toward mtermarrlage with other groups 1s

rather noticeable among them:. From the one ‘“‘out- -marriage’’

out_of eight marriages in the second. generatwn, the daughter’s

‘second marrlage to a Puerto Rican; §o -nine out of sixteen

marriages.in the “Ehu-d generation;, eight to Anglos and one to a

- Cuban; the trend ls strlkmg Strlkmgr too, is the assimilation of

most of these spouses into the warm interaction of the familia:
Accordlng to Sena-Rlvera famzltas in his study were in one

riage or marriage w1th a d1vorced person, a man brlngs his own
_ _cHildren, who are gladly accep/ed into the extended family.”

I:anguage and Assimilation
"The grandson artlculated a concern about a trend he has

observed in Familia A -and among his frlends in the Mi'chié'na
area when he expressed his regret that so many youhger gen-
eration members know so little Spamsh In fact, the interview-
ers observed that given names in the fourth generation have
been Anghmzed when they are not actually nOn-Sp'am'sh 7

. Séna-vaera has noticed change in his own group in northern
New, Mexico and southern Colorado. He adds, however; when
'speakifig of both customs and language, that at present, with

] o o
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the huge numbers of Mexlcans and other I.zitxns coming jin

there is still a good deal of language retentlon-,Refernng PA -

ticularly - to the Los Angeles area, he remarks: “They come

across intg: LA now and work in small industries directly for

Mexicans —T.‘R!ast/for Mexlcan foremen; and shop in Mexican

grocery stores. Even big super markets have Spanish clerks .

Now the burden is on shops and restaurants who serve these

ple rather.than_on _the minority struggling to make their

wishes known. 1nEngirsh This change has taken place in less

than i generation. Now social services in LA have. Spanish-

spe personnel and signs on buses and in public biildings

are_in-Spanish; there are TV stations which are Mexican and

there ‘are other bxhngual programs Partlcularly the churches

devxcm for assim ?Iatlon in a_ b gual bicultural crvﬂxzatlon
Gertamly it has? been found nong other groups who -are

making their wa¥ into the mainstream of American llfq that

sat )actlon is gyeater and alienation less among those ‘who

hate achleved.a bicultural balance, by retaining- ‘much ‘of the

old while asmmllating miich of the new. Sra. A's. grandson sees
this as a goal for his generation and his children’s.” =
-Grandson A sees other changes which should . take plac

Whlle cherishing memories of the older generatlon -and. loying

relationships with thei, he feels that the younger gener@tions

~f-Mexican Americans should be more ‘‘independent” and less

aditional. Friendship with Anglos should be-fostered, he be-
lieves, and younger Chicarios. should make an effort to partici-

pate in and enjoy things whxcﬁ their parents did not (or could

not), such as travel and datxng alone. Chief among the interests

to be promoted is sports; ihé grandson s own personal delight.

)

A

The "Nonpe'sons ,5

- A strange custom appeared dunng 1nterv1ews Ugga}lgL sever-
al interviews were necessary to fill out the branches on each

family tree, and occasionally a- few branc werernot leafed
out completely. ““‘Somebody would -crop up Me and somebody
there, and we'd try to sttaighten them out:’What's a child

doing ov'er there in that household? He was.born over -here.”
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And in the cade of aj@ifle of families, “all of-a sudden you
realize there’s somebody Whaisn't even being talked about; and
the person is declared almost.a nonperson.” -
_There was never any attempt_to intrude or to probe more

deeply than the family members wished to go: The interviewers

were struck by the firm, quiet refusal to reveal information
about a recent or imminent rupture in any couple: In the cases
where someone had, seemingly; “disappeared;” clues came only
from comparing convérsations and interviews among the var-

ious persons interviewed in the same familia. Females and
their children involved in divorce had apparently rejoined their
own extended families. : o '
_ This kind of mystery first showed up in Familia A when Sra.
A neglected to mention some of the daughter’s children; and
only later did the interviewers learn that the A grandparents
had actually legally adopted this granddaughter. It was this
same granddaughter who mentioned one uncle who did not
visit with anyone because he has ‘‘set himself apart.”’ Later, the
interviewers realized that this was the individual’ who had
refused to see them. The mystery remained closed. ,
__Sena-Rivera said, “I didn’t probe to find out exactly what
these people had done that was so wrong that they were kicked
out of the family. Since it was sensitive; the only way we found
\;out was from a word here and a word there; then from differ-
‘ent interviews we put the mystery together.” He has observed
that mental health practitioners who are not of or very close to
this ethnic group are not likely to appreciate what being cut off
in_this way means, nor to understand how this diminishing &f

identity can destroy an individual and his sense of self.

ﬁéjﬁiﬁé B: 71 persons; 26 households, o urban-indusi’rjai, 'm"o'siiy
blue-collar orientation.
The First Generation: The Great-Grandfather
. Senor B, described by-his interviewers as “an intro-
spective, uncomplaining, philosophical man of striking
calm and-personal di nity,”” -was_reading a_Spanish-
language Bible when the Interviewers arrived..He and
his wife are Baptist converts, the only ones in the -
family. Although literate in his own language, he has

mastered little English and was interviewed in Span-
ish in the upstairs flat of their two-unit house.
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In 1921, after several bitterly hard early married years
in Texas, the Bs migrated to this-small steel-industry
city in Indiana, across the State line from Chicago. Sr.
B worked 3 years past retirement -at 65 to finish
paying for the modest but well-maintained house; situ-
ated 20 yards from one end of a railroad yard overpass
and next to a small ironworks plant. This ‘neighbor-

hood once had many young Mexican families in it,
since they ocensidered it a good place to raise their
children, 'Now, it appears to be mixed black and

“Latino,” the local term for mixed Spanish-origin

@ﬁlé. )
The great.grandfather was born in Mexico City in 189
to a maid and a textile-factory worker, orphaned when

he was 10; and placed:in a government orphanage with
his-4-siblings, sinice the few relatives stiﬁ living ‘were
unable or unwilling to take them in as was the custom.
The- q?hanage was a good one, according to Sr. B.; and
he and his brother learned linotyping, the brother’s
lifelong profession and Sr: B’s source for odd jobs since
" he retired from his job as é;;fgghﬂfi;ﬁétkéfg"&éégiﬁgf
the two brothers’ age forced them to leave the orphan-
age, they feared conscription- due to- the Revolution.
Since Sr.- B was unable to find a secure job he decided
to try his. luck in the United States and, in 1911, when

less than 19 years old, he paid a small fee; showed his

95

ifééé‘ipt;;,éiid,@élkefd across. the bridge from Cili'da'd.‘

Juarez to El Paso; Pex: 7 o
Sr. B has maintained contact with his brothers;and _

sisters in Mexico; writing and sending money “when..
they said they needed it” and:once teceivingmm;%‘

ot

- ,;,1.:; 1

S

from a brother so that he could visit Mexico City. Ha "

misses the vacation trips there or to Baja California ta;

visit Sra. B’s sister. Sr. B regrets that his descendant. -
and their relatives in Mexico have no contact. with™
each other_and blames_his offspring’s lack of interest

on the_fact that not all ‘of his 44 grandchildren and
none of his great-grandchildren can speak Spanish.
He is grateful for his progeny’s frequent visits, which .
he feels are voluntary “roud that he has never needed

to ask for their help; ne has sometimes helped them, .
although there were times they:did not want him to.
Occasionally; he has-paid small debts for them without
informing them: In his view, respect and obedience are
the basis of ‘‘harmiony” in the-family, and he has in-

sisted .on this. for his wife and; “if they wish;” for
himself as well. A key to this man in his ‘amilia is his

¢
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wife’s repeated comment to the interviewers that Sr. B
was-‘‘a 3603 man,” which meant to them that he was
kmiidan gentle, not a drinker, and provided as best he
coula. .

In 1912; when she was 15; this lady married Sr. B; who

“treated her right,”-and began with him their struggle
for survival.-Even though they lgst three of their. chil-
dren before the age of 3, and Sr. B was able to earn no
more than 10 .cents an hour in his various jobs in
Texas, Sra. B was happier than she had been for many
years. -Motherless shortly -after her birth, Sra. B and
er siblings spent 4 happy years: with her paternal
grandmother, then went with her father and his 15-
year-oid bride to Texas, where jobs were difficult and
Fﬁi;ﬁiﬁﬂl When: he was killed beé train a few years
ater, the young stepmother signed -away . claimant
rights and returned.to Mexico, !&j@h}i‘; baby daugh-
ter and Sra. B’s brother and plder sister. She pl 6-
year-old Sra. B and the gther sister in a Catholic or-
phanage in San Antonio.
In the orphanage, Sra. B received only a year of kin-
dergarten, the extent of her schooling. Her fondest
memories: were of several yearly events in the month
of May when the children were allowed to go into the
deserted street in front of the orphanage at 4 in the
morning to run and play, a freedom Sra. B loved. They
all looked forward to that one month, when they were
also treated to-a trip to the circus and to an early

morning walk to the old San Antonio Mission where

they had breakfast.

After about 2 years; when she was barely 9; Sra. B was

“adopted” by an Anglo family who had assured the
‘nuns -she would be -treated like a daughter. Actuallg;
. her many duties included feeding, dressing, and bath-
ing-the invalid father. She hadyto sleep on a mat

rather than in one of the extra bediooms and was
severely beaten when -the-guardians were-not-satisfied
with_her work. On the second occasion that-the coach-
man’s kindly wife reported the beatings to the orphan-
age; an interpreter came so that the little girl’s story
cogld be told to-the English-speaking riuns, and she
was returned to the Qrphgnage. : R

When the stepmother and her new husband regained
custody of the children, the younger girls were put to

ra
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work for “Americans” as housshold helpers. From this
» 8

experience, Sray B learned English we boon ever

after for herself and her familiac. Because of her miser-
able childfood, she and Sr. B legally adopted and

raised two grandchildren whose parents were divorced:
At the time of the interview; Sra. B was trying to

recover from the amputation of one leg below the

knee. Although uncomfortable; a bit deaf, and-suffer-
ing from some lé@,lﬁ,@@ofy‘s}‘e viewed her pres-
ent -life’ with contentment_because of her_husband’s
devotion; her children’s frequent. visits, and her reli-
gious convictions: She wishes only that she were ngt 8o
dependent on-her husband and oldest daughter, who
cares for her daily. Sra: B states that she has tried “to

teach all of them to do what’s right and not to bear
any grudges.”
The Second Generation: The Daughter
This woman, widow of a Mexican-born steel worker-
mechanic, still has her unmarried eldest daughter, a
clerical worker, her four school-age children; and an.
18.year-old niece in her casa. Her days are filled with
babysitting for a il grandson and taking care of
Sra. B, but she- 4ime to enjoy her children’s and
grandchildren’s? nt visits and the twice-weekly
visits of most of her thers and sisters to their par-

ents. W L%, S o
The daughter feels that her familia is-harmonious and

. always will be. Indeed, she is confident that ‘her chil-

dren” will remember : her teaching Fespect for- their

elders in vasa, familia ﬂndme&arg‘e She re-
members with pleasure the huge- #hsemblages of her
younger days, at a park or a hallented for the occa-
sion, and arranges holiday gatheringé®’w her “b

house.” - Her daughter-in-law; why seeg-har-mother-ii.

. law every Sunday because that lady- likdie i pet-all b
offspring -together as often as ible;¥¥tbmmented:
“Like she usually goes out of her way—she makes
flautas, @IEL;éjic’ﬁ’igadaa;:m’:g menudo. Then she calls ev-
erybody up, and_everyone goes qyer--If someone can't
make 1it, she feels real-bad. She Tikes to get everyone

together every $o mften, !ou kfow. For Christmas, all
the sisters-in-law and daughfers help her make a
whole lot of tamales. We exchange gifts, all of us. It's a
close family. Real clodd, Th€ Grandma and Grandpa

and Christmas at her

are there, too” Thanksgivin
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house . . . . She does a lot of the cooking; but we ail
bring something . . : . N :
Sonin-Law -

The B’ son-in-law, husband of their third youngest
child, was interviewed in Spanish-in the couple’s well-
kept duplex, in a neatly maintained neighborhood of

- solid -lower-middle or middle-iiddle -économic- level,

" over-the viaduct-and about a mile from the Bs: Five

children live at home and four elsewhere. A 23-year-
old déi%gh,t,ét,;;éji;,éléﬁjén,tgry, school teacher :in this

city, was especially ‘interested in the study. She-and
her father tried-to-persuade her very shy mother to be

" interviewed. The mother’s older sister, to whom she is

very close, was instead the -other i-és¥6iidéﬁt for her
generation; a fortunate circumstance for the study in
view of that daughter’s pivotal position in Familia B.

The son-in-law’s example of family interaction has

"been consistent. and strong. He maintains close ties

e Third Generation: The Grandson

year to visit his siblings;, -whom he has often- helped
with medical expenses and -in otheq-ways. He and the
brother who lives nearby see each other nearly every
day, and their children’s friendship for each other is a
source -of .pleasure to these :men.. His children’s and
grandchildren’s visits, even the-babysitting he and his
wife do, bring this man satisfaction -and joy. He gives
the impression that these interactions and the fre-
quent visits with his wife’s family are voluntary and
enjoyable and will continue. .

with his relatives, and goes to Mexico seveézi times &

This' 23-year-old man is a maintenance worker at the
dty’silargest,,,s,t@ -mill where many of the men of
Familia B work. He lives with his wife and small son
in ‘a vne-bedroom apartment -in -a-nice-looking; four-
unit -building among several good ones on_its side of
the street, along with several commercial buildings
and a bar.  Across the noisy street are a number of
small industrial plants. : ,

The grandson gees his mother once every week or two.

He giyes her a émall portion of his paycheck and, with
his siblings, contributes to larger gifts, such as a wash-

ing machine or other labof-saving appliance; at Christ-
mas. He visits the grandparents about once a month,

with phone calls in between, and takes them places
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*for his mother-in-law when she delivers her Avon prod-
ucts. Babysitting, as well as occasional loans of money,;

l when they need rides, a service he frequently provides

usunllyq:omes from his in-laws. He- seems- to make
little -effort -to -see his relatives except while at his
mother’s but wishes that they were closer and-plans to

make - more -effort in the future. He also wishes, he
says, that he and his brothers and sisters “would talk

and not

seriously about what ‘is goin% on with them’
be content with ‘just having fu

be cont n together.”

The Grandson's Wi o
Fleeing from an “overly strict, jealous”. husband, this
young -woman's miother

C -woman'’s mo brought her to the United

=..-. States from their native Guadalajara and-raised her-in
this city.The-granddaughter-in-law sees her mother
often; stays with her when her husband is on the night

shift, and-talks often on the phone. Her relationship
with her mother-in-law is frequent-and loving and es-

vecially warm with her husband’s younger siblings.
is young woman revels in the closeness:of her hus-
_band’s-family, and her dream, when they can afford it;
is to go with her husband and son to visit her mother’s

relatives in Mexico, which she enjoyed when she was
younger: o

Of her_son’s: future relationship with his familia, she
says; “I think just how we visit all the time; as he gets
older, it’s going to blend into his heart that he’s going
to want to. And-they give him a lot of love. I don't see
how he wouldn’t want to, you know . ...”

The Granddaughter o o
This young woman, a 27-year-old bank clerk, lives with -
her husband and-son-in"the carefully: furnished down-
stairs unit of a converted two-story house on a well-

- kept street occupied-by -people of apparently lower-
middle income. The adopted married grandson -of Sr.
and Sra. B lives-upstairs. Busy and striving to be inde- .
pendent; the granddaughter does not see her relatives

often or talk on the telephone with them, unlike many
of the others who spend a great deal of time this-way.
Her son-is taken to his grandmoth®r's and picked up
by his father; so that this former interaction between
the two generations of women is curtailed. Both par-
ents are pleased that their son-has this opportunity to

get to know his grandmother and the great-grandpar-

‘| bay s
R {b
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ents; it seems not to occur: to -them to pay for this
service, however, in spite of that lady’s need. . 7
The granddaughter gives the impression of needing the
familia- continuity and -emotional- ties; she says that

she enjoys being with her relatives and has no outside
friends.- She -is- especially-concerned that she visit her _
_grandparents at least once a month; even though she 7
. #cannot really communicate with her grandfather. Of °
Sra. B she says, “My grandmother’s a wonderful
person. There’s no one like my grandmother. She’s the

R PRALy 2AAvA NV D AV MVIIL 4

t person I've ever known, and I'm glad that my son

is over there every day.”
The Granddaughter'’s Husbanl

This police detective is a third-generation. Mexican-

American whose parents were born in lowa.  The

father, a railroad worker like his own father; brought

his family to this ‘city where some of the other men of
the- family &till work-in the steel /mills. The young -
man’s mother, who visits them about once a month, is
a_home-demonstration agent for the Indiana Univ
ty  extension service. He visits her occasionally and
sees his younger brother, a welder; who lives in a

nearby city, about twice a month. HgFsees his younger
sister, who is-a_high school friend of his wife, and her
husband more frequently, since they get together often
Q;Elﬁi;bﬁfétﬁﬁlL:Qtﬁéﬁﬁé; he is mainly concerned
with his immediate family and, like his wife, he indi-
cates that, as a couple; they prefer to be independent

and that their chief interaction is at large gatherings
of the familia.

Las Chicanas o

- The remarkable women of Familia B epitomize, for Dr:. Sena-
Rivera at least, the strength of the countless women; Mexican
and Mexican-American;, who have borne children, prepared ta-
males, enchiladas, and all the rest for countless familia mem-
bers, and worked side by side in the fields with their husbands
and children. This kind of life has been the historical lot of
these women on the estates of the padrones in Mexico and on

the lands of Texas, New Mexico, California; or Midwest farm-
ers. At the same time, apparently, most of them have managed
to buttress within their fariilias, as an integral cornerstone of
their culture, the image of male dominance, in spite of the low

N =
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social and economic stature of their men. Quotations given
below, from comments made by some of the B women to the
interviewers, well illustrate their lives and their forceful per-
_sonalities. .

_ Sra. B, herself, exerted great influerice on her family because

of her strong maternal control and her fluency in English

which, despite her illiteracy in both Spanish and English; aided
her in dealing with an Anglo-dominated world: The help to her
family in this one area alone was immeasurable and, further;

she had no language barrier to separate her from third and
fourth generation members. Her will was indomitable and her

devgtion tenaciously directed at saving her progeny from the
poverty and unhappiness she knew in her childhood and from

the deprivation of her early married years in Texas.

or ambition for her family is reflected in her granddaugh-
r\who said during her interview: -
I \hink I'm bettgr off than my brothers and sisters .. .
and \once in awhile 1 hear someone say, “Well; you've
Yot mhoney to do something.” I do, but they forget that

work hard and save. I've been working since 1 was-a

freshiman in -high -school.- After  high school, I went
back to my counselor and he said; “Now;-you don’t

want fD,80::&@1,1@5;3'9@’,@&@?,B‘ﬁng to get mar-
ried.” You know. But I decided to_go. First I got.a job
there (Indiana - University, Bloomington), then 1 en-
rolled. Sometimes it was really hard—I didn’t have
any money. But I would never call my mother. 1 don’t
know if it was a sense of tﬁxﬁaé or-because I didn’t want

I to impose on her—she didn’t have anything.

__Loneliness brought together the six “Latinos’ who were at

the University at that time. This girl helped establish a Mexi-

-

can-American prograin and is very proud.of how well some of
the members, including some women, have done. As she added,
~ some of the women “even became lawyers.” el
_ She married at age 20, 3 years after her father died, and says

of the early years of her marriage: “We started out with zero—
nothing. We paid for our own wedding. We saved up for him to
go to school because I wanted him to_get a degree real bad—
that meant a lot to me. We lived in furnished apartments and
whatever . . . . He finished his, degree in night school . . . .”

Now she is not certain about finishing the 2 172 years éj@

- needs to get her own degree because of her tommitment to her

L
oy
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husband and child: But she wants it very mtch, “just to have -
it - : : ) L <
.. The granddaughter-in-law, too, shows the kind of support for
her husband that has helped these Chicanos to “make it” in gh
+ alien culture and an unfriendly work environment. /
~ ILtell.him to be a:foreman, you know, or-a big shot at
e the Mill—not just to stay down. Like before, he was an
6 iron worker; and when it snowed, he wag laid off . . . .
Now he’s in the Mill. It’s-less money than before when
he was at the foundry; but there’s always work wheth-
er there’s rain or-a storm-or not and the benefits . . . .

But he had to start at thepottom; in the labor. Two

months ago, he took his exdm to. tinto
¢ the Mill. So; like; I would always build him up—you
can do this, just try, you're not.dumb. You’ve got to do
that to.your husband. If not; they don’t-think much.of
themselves—just ‘so they’re making money, they're
?{aggyk They should try to make more; and get up high,

think . . . : ) ¢

Discrimination T
Sra. B's poignant memories of her hugband’s work. experi-

ences are sadly typical of the experiences of_all too_ many

Mexican Americans and; for that matter; of most sociceconomi-

cally depressed newcomers to the United States work force. She
described his struggles while working for the railroad iI Texas:
All the Mexicans-were: assigned the hardest jobs; like
digging, even if you could read and write—as he can—
.aﬁ,fwere,able to handle bettar work. Why? Because we
were Mexican. They wouldn't give us a chance at noth-
ing. There were many alfises .. -.-Some of the fore-
men. were very mean. THey would see that you were .
marked down at the store for more than what you
bought, and you always owed more than you made:’

~ That’s not fair . . .. ) :
_In the memories of the great-gfandparents of Familia B,

diserimation. extended beyond the work place. As Sra. B re-

membered it: 7 7 )
Life for the Mexican Was. pretty hard . . . . It was
almost like for the col¢red.- There was a lot (of) dis-

crimination. They wouldn’t allow you to eat at a table
with a white—they would separate you. Once I went to
meet my husband in_ another city. In the morning I

went to a restaurant by the stdation to have breakfast.

o)
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Now, I-am pre hght and I can pass. The served me.
When 1 Petumeg to San Antonio with my husband we

sto ' at the same restaurant. They saw husbagd
is Mexican. They wouldn't serve us up ffront. They

wanted to serve us m the Intcheh/ L.
Sra B added that thmgs had not been too different for Mexi- -

cans where they now live. She said that her husband “had.

always had to work at the hardest jobs in the steel mills, under 3

unhealthy conditions, and that he was never steadily employed

or for many days a week. Sra. B then added, llest she make the

l‘\.

one “‘white” _interviewer feel uncomfortable; ‘I owe 1o grudges
. I take things as they come—as God sends them.”

7Employment , f/ :
" _In _regard to the employment problems of 'the Mexican
Americans, as with a study of illegal immigrants whi¢th he
hopes to-do; Sena-Rivera is afraid that his study, while good
and valid; may be used against these people. }'You can manipu-

late -family-associations, pa uillarly emotive texgd esi,itoiget

at the various members and manipulate them* to hold
down the work force,” he explained. ‘Even these “individual

laborers say that. This persort will stick with the job because he

.has greater résponsibilities to a wide range of people. They can

make: greater demands on him than on another worker. I've

seen that. I've heard ' ‘white’ employers speak in _those termsxy

‘Td rather have a Mexican worker because I know he'll be

steady and work for less, because that money has to go to a lot

of people.”’
- While agreemg that many itiim’igrant groups have met w1th

- gimilar difficulties, he added, ‘‘Our _béd luck is that we came at

the end of the Industrial Revolution, sb that as a group we are

locked into that stage of history that we can’t get out of .

And- even if we were able to. move. np, it's in-categories that

don’t make that much difference: Like'in academia . . . it’s high

prestige but it’s still a middle-class occupation ir our society

. ... Each group has had to work jts way in our country; that’s

true, but here, now, the average person has to work much,

much harder.” ,
Famziui B in the thlrd generatxon has a number of excep—

tlons to the biluecoll: caste of the older members. In addition

to the police detectiv ;randson-in-law and His clerical-worker

v
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W1fé that generatlon mcludes a computer programmer a. mtmi-

cian, a telephone operator; a bilingual teacher, a secretary, a

bank employee M a qqlesperson Among the other young,

ence in famtita life i isa matter for further study .
_ Of this familia, the interviewers noted that they “dld not

receive any sense of being-at-the-bottom or depression’ from any

member for living in this or similar neighborhoods and espe-
cially not_ from Sr. and Sra. B. At the same time, we do not

wish to convey the i impression that various members of Familia

B are not desirous of, or not working toward raising, their

. present: socioeconomic sfatus ¥

Changes - ' .

conducted in Enghsh w1t ‘much Anghcuatlon of Spamsh snr— '
names, he made distinctions among his relatlves, calling
'anyone born and raused m Mexlco Mexlcan To hxm “Chlca
k like
i

Mexxcan and Mexxcan Amencan means those of M
deSCent who ‘think hke Amerlcans

Dream They are not the Dream pxctured in glossy magazmes

or on the. ubxquxtous t,elevmxon whose aerials project from

every tenement. But the always~room for-one-more hospitality

for other members of familia has been an assurance of the

endtirmg qualities of the Chicano kin network. Will these qua-

lities endure unchanged? . . -
The Third Generation. membem Df the B Familia who were

interviewed indicate a possible drift. There is an embarrass-

ment about inadequate space and enforced closeness. which may

interfere with the old hospltahty-deapxtegnadeqname& The

granddaughter; who wants to continue the large gatherings at

Chrlstmas at least, like the all-familia party she went ‘‘ull

‘

50
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1

“11!011 t Have. the rmm” to entertam adequately The g'randson
indicates: that he_does not visit his siblings formally; or they
him, except for calling on his next-older brother who has just

bought a house where, the g'randson feels, vxsxts now will not be
an lmpoeltlon

pum——tl

fTransmlssuon of Values

=" Familia B, throughout its. generatlons, demonstrates well the
transmxssxon of values The fathers in all of the famziza:s' in this
study have been mstrumental in both precept and example, in

vohtxon in helpmg all famzlta members In addltxon to remforc-‘
ing these principles, the mothers have been largely respornsible
for teaching moral strictures and proper behavior to the young
women of the fdﬁiilids Thé B 8 g'raiiddaughteri'hilaw 'rép’oi-te'd

grandmother: - -

Not to ts.ke the pﬂl' Take when God glves me a chﬂd
not to abort it; and to have as many children -as-he

warnts me to, you khow . . . Respect—respect for your
elders, respect for your Mom

I always had to respect my, Mom and'i did! She
brought us up real strict; like the Mexican- custom.
, Like my husband couldn’t come into the house for the
longest time while .we were: datmg' She just dxdnt

want him in the house “unless he wan

you—is . gomg to ask for your hand.” I'd say; ,“Well,
Ma, we're not hvmgL like that any more,” ‘andr she’d
say, ‘‘While you're ‘under this roof you are!” But then
he proved himself; like there was no hanky-panky, and .

he didn’t get me pregnant or anything so after 3 years,

she let him come_into the:front (enclesed)-porch! We

‘had a little color TV there to watch together. We went
‘together for about 5 years befo we were married and
) he was finally allowed msude the house:

Mwho told her later that he wouldn’t
have mamed h,er,, fghattiad d been ‘‘easy” and that he was glad

dem strict with her, would be strict like that
ﬂmth his own daughters His viewpoint does not entirely reflect
"the trend reported for some third-generation members, who are

302-750 0~ 79 -t ! BN AN
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trymg to adapt to dxfferent datmg patterns among other more
“American’’ vg,ays

(Since the ‘ingerviews, Senora B has died. The 1nterv1ewers
‘were of the gpinion, when talking with the familia, that the
group ap red to be at a. crucial point in their cultiiral con-
tinuity: Senor B d1d not glve the 1mpressmn of stlmulatmg

though that the daughter who has been w1th her mothe t
~ the center of visits during the older lady’s «illness and,,,t
gi-éﬁ'd'daughté'r who appears -to want to continue the J’afgér

N

famtlca focal pomt )

Fam///a (3 23 persons, severi households of metropohtan central

city, mixed blue-collar and other occupations

¥

The Fzrst Generatwn‘ The Great-Grundfather

In 1917, when he was 22, the- now-&l-year-old head of
this fam;lza came to the metropolitan center in Michi-
gan where the familia -still lives. This retired auto- -
motive worker spends most of his days and nights
cheerfully looking after his invalid wife. The interview-
" ers were_impressed with his gentle dignified manner
and the fact that he was not embarrassed to be doing
women's work; they noted as well the emotive interde-

pend@ncy of the couple.

Their home is old, spacious, and - reasonably welL kept
up; on the first floor of a two-family dwelling: that they
own. Throughout-the years, the-upstairs flat, -with- its
separate entrance in the back; has been occupjed suc-
cessively by.other -familia memhers Sra. C’s parents, ;

an aunt and her husband; a patrolman grandson and”
his wife, uiid-r-ow a-newly married granddaughter and

her Irish-desceiit, automotive-worker husband. The C's
~lder daughter and her husband live next door. where
Sra. Cs childless sister and her husband, both. de-
wased had lived. The C’s other daughter and her casa
~ not far away. The neighborhood is largely of- Mexi-,
can und other Latino families and appears to.be tow .
income, in a blighted central city area adjacent to a

freeway which split up the old neighborhood and- the
Catholic parish. .
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r. C and 1376ther sim
b started walking.
L ; at they could fihd sopie-kind-of
work .there. Aflpr jeerly starving oing over-the rMoun-
} i;%iralzhara. Sr. C. finally- arrived-in-

‘where ha Worked for a few_years before coming:
g ¢y -ih‘Mithigan. While in Texas, he was able to
natiey fmck;to his brothers and sisters; some .of
g mpaidby the brothers who came to Chica-

i , S o A T ?
Sr. €:éften calls his brother who is still living in Chica-
. go; ‘they rarely visit together anymore because of the
_ brother'’s and Sra. C’s. physical conditions. There is
- almost no contact with the brother’s children; since
they are young and -busy and “very-proud.” The great-
andfather of the C Familia finds his greatest delight -
in the grandchildren, the youngest -of whom stop. in
nearly every day for treats; and in his great-grandchil-

dren, who are often brought by for visits;
ie..

‘The Great-Grandmother

. o
Like her husband, Sra. C loved working in the fields
during her childhood in Mexico. She still remembers

. -the days there with her parents, a grandmother, and

% her brother and four sisters. The family was sufficient-

ly wall-todo that Sra. C nearly -completed training to

e a teacher and included French and shorthand

7. < 4n her repeftoire. In 1920, after her grandmother died,
. " Sra. G, her parents; three sisters, ard a related couple

with five children joined the_post-Revolution exodus to
. the States-to work in the sugar-beet industry. Eventu-
ally they settled in this small western-Michigan city.
Sra. C never completed her teacher training as she had
hoped to do. She and her sisters got maintenance jobs
in hotels in the city and worked in the fields in the
summer. She met Sr.-C iin this city, and after they
were married they settled -in their present place. For-
tutiétély;; they-remodeled the-house-into two independ-

. N

ent umits s0 that Sra.  C’s parentg could live there.
Shortly- afterward, -the-father became -a invalid, neveg
to. wotk again, and: had: to depend on Sr. C and h

other daughters and.their husbands for financial sup-

port 'and on Sra. C for help iq caring for him. S
Because of a loss of motor control, which has caused

several injuries; Sra. C must use a wheelchair and

\"

——
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walker, and requires.almost conbtant care. Her life is

brightened by the attention of er: husband and the

frequent visits of her daughtepd and. their husbands

and offspring and the: cool

patrolman grandson, who cofiveniently warks in their

precinct, stops in often, as do the ﬁgariﬂaéggi’témfiﬁd §
glo grandsonsdn-law:

the gréatgrandchildren. The !

food ‘they bring: The ™

come frequently; too, and each afthem has brought his- -

mother to visit. A great source.of pride is the fact that

all of her offspring s both Spariish ahd .English.

" She is proud, too, to show off the many framed photo-

graphs of her familia members.

The Seconid Genergtion: The Daughter

Sra. C related proudly that this daughter was the first

“Latino” to graduate from  the_city’s Catholic high
school.. A-former_secretary and presently office man-

ager in an airmail service firm; the daughter and her
husband -apparently- -make an _upper-middle<class
income: Their home is beautifully furnished, far better
than the exterior aind the neighborhood would suggest.

The couple travel frequently to-many parts- of the

world, especially to Mexico, and hold the familia gath-

erings at their home several times a month for first

cousins and her closer relatives: The entire lineal C
familia gather at her home for Thanksgiving and once
a}t1 Christmas she held a dance, with a live band; for
them. . o

Her intensive -interaction-with- her relatives includes _.

seeing her parents daily and her sister almost.as often. -

the apartment above the Cs, is her mother’s office
assistant. The patrolman son ar e practical-nurse
daughter and their families visit  .n; and the daugh-
ter-frequently takes her adored grandchildren on out~
ings: In addition, she manages to_keep up:with her

Her younger ;dﬁié%%t,éi';;i:écéﬁil?:ﬁiétﬁéi and living in:

mother’s relatives in  this city, her father's “very _.

roud” nephews and nieces in,Chicago, and her hus- '

This “dignified and somewhat formal man” met the

Cs’ older daughter when she was on'a yacation trip to

Mexico City. and took her back there after their wed-
ding in Michigan. They lived there for 8 years, whe

he had a business and where 'their two older c

84 o
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were born, and returned to this city in 1951. He is now
sales manager for a large St. Vincent de Paul store.
The husband feels close to his in-laws and visits often;
both he and the other son-in-law heartily endorse their
wives" assistance to-the old couple during Sra. C's ill-

ness. He is apparently supportive of:th&:parties which :.
his wife. gives for her familia and thoroughly enjoys

the visits of his children an andchildren. -Before his
brother’s -death, he visited him, yearly: in Mexico, -
giving financial support as well. He sees his-two sisters .
often during their visits to his home, the lg :

his daughter’s wedding; or during travels with his wife.

A principal concern, he says, has been_to-assure the™
education of his children to-gave them' from the hard-
ships he knew as a young man, [RIT

The Third Generation: The Grandson o
The daughter’s only son, a veteran, and-a police patrol-

man for the past 5 years, chose that profession_ after

%é’t’tiiig the impression that he was being passed over
or promotion in a previous occupation because he was
Mexican; so his wite: said. Interestingly, he gives him-

“gelf this designation;.rather than'Mexican American or
Chicano. Since he is proficient in Spanish and English,

he is often called on to interpret at work, as is his
medical-aide ‘sister, a- matter of great pride, not-only to

Sra:  C but to her son-in-law, who insisted -that his
~ children know ‘both languages. This young man enjoys
- _contacts with his ‘aunt;.sisters; and-cousins; whem -he
-« “likes-to kid-around with,” and wishes the visits were

" more frequent. He adds that he wishes they had-done

more things together when they were younger. Now he
seems particularly pleaéEdﬁjhat; iég(?n,alldthegoﬂfg
cousins are developing a strong relationship, visiting
back and forth  and-“sleeping-over.” His aim is to

inculcate in his son the same respect for, honesty with,
and politeness to the. aunts, uncles, and grandparents

that he himself learned as a child.

The Grandson’s Wife —
This quiet 25-yearold womat
of mixed Italian and Germsg
band are raising-their son i

level neighborhood of tree-lj
- 'galows: Although she is busy w
making responsibilities; she sees her
ents-in-law Eei;erﬁl times .a week;

R - 3 e
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sit occasxonally She has iny pieasant memor:es of .
living with her husband’s-family- when she was first
married and of their stay in the apartment above the
dparents. Now, she-corresponds- with some of her
er’s relatives and tries to see her brother and his

hfore often. Meantxme . she is concerned that her

1:.get to know both sets of hls grandparents and the
C great-grandparents

. Tradmons and Changes

Except for their lack of male descent lineal hexrs famliuz c

exemplifies- many of the attrlbutes -considered typlcaL of this

ethriic family group. There are the ph@sxcai propmqmty of

o three of the households, the mteractxons both emotional and

- An addltxonal ev1dence of mterdependency is the drang of

the sons-in-law. and ao far; apparently;, the grandsons-in-law,

into the mtenswe warm_ famxly interaction. Thls has occurred

even though Sra: € has always belleved ﬁrmly, g0 she indicat-

ed; that a woman'’s obligation must be first to her h"ugb'an’d and

_ children.

It remains to be seen whether the txes that bind. this. famdla
w1ll hold- after the great-grandparents die and the more affiu-
ent daughter and son-in-law leave the three-household enclave;
as it is assumed that they will. Perhaps those ties will hold for
a time, at least, because this is the daughter who,, after the
parents appears to be the pivotal force in the lgn_eal familia: -

Spamsh tanguage and the Chlcano 4
" This famzha differs f'rom the other three in the- stndy in a

hxghly gignificant detail, the transmission and retention_ of the -

mother tongue even to the fourtbm generatzon, Whether due
?substantxally to the: higher education of this- -particular. great—'-

grandmother, the extensive travels and ambition -of the more

afﬂﬁent daughter and her husband, or the obvious advzmtage“

: this ability has brought to the patrolman and his_sister; it is
. hard to say. Perhaps each of these heis been a factor: ﬁertamly,

" the remgmbrance and frequent use of Spamsh has_facilitated

ofimunication among the generations, even though both

gréét-grandparents do have some knowledge of English:
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mﬁﬂl Growmg Up Chwano, : chapter in one of his volumes of
Oﬁtidreri of C‘r 1S (1978 PP 353 354) Robert Coles descrlbes the

Anglo—run schools where Engllsh i8 the only or certamly the
preferred language, choose to speak Spanish not just to their
young children, but, it often seems; at them—as if the sound’of
the language offers the mother a sense of herself to. fall back
upon; a certain reserve: that eau"sé's tbé éEiIa to feel 6651?6}”

I e e

selves; remmdmg themselves Lhat bhexr chlidren may ‘well
suffer_in the future; but at_the_very 1east wilk-'not - lose their

language thelr sense of @ specific herltege a religion, a natlon-
 The Clilcahos whom Coles observed and wrote about with
such sympathetic perception live in Texas and other parts of
the-South and Southwest. Possibly those who mlgrated to the
Midwest found a somewhat more egalitarian climate in ‘which
to raise their children and perceived less need for them. to
retain famllty 1 their language. Perhaps this latter group envi-

..

sioned a greater chance of upward maobility and . thought that

:chance would be more possxbie thh greater sklii in Enghsh

should be mveshgated w1th regard to reglon soc10econom1c
class and-mobility, and the institution of familia as a continu-
ing and viable unit. Ij iwill be interesting to determine whether

the- youngef“generatlons of this ‘ethnic group as a ‘Whole will
ﬁnd a3 0 her ?’o’iip’é épfjéréhtly have, that tl’ié bi{ihg’uél blcul-“
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112 THE FAMILY AS AN ENDURING UNIT

a D @ JZOJQQBS. 13 households of urban- mdustrial muxed
blue-col nd self’-employed occupatlons

The First Generuuon. The Great-Grundfather o
Sr. D, 1890-1968 -was: bom in- Nuevo LeonLMexlco, and

d in the small, mill<dominated, northwest Indiana

y where most- of the. family-still live and carry on
the “fannly busmess The mtervxewers pieced tbgeth-
er -this- extraordinary - man’s - story- from_the glowing

descriptions by his' children and included it with the
others to complete the farmluz plcture : ‘

Sr. Dﬂ father at the beginning of j’.b%lielqlutlon
" Unfor tely, widow and i3 chiidren did x}bt have
time to divide his extensive lands, with their cattle and
goats, orange ves; and sugar camne plantatlons, to
avoid the Revolutionary- practice of brel,, up larg
-holdmgs The lands were expropnated he famils y
moved- toMonterrey, Mexxco “where most of them

mother, and cleared their father 8 debts.

ARer workmg at various jObB in gn Amencan-owned
ery awhile; Sr: D was put to running the com-

pany’s general-store. When he- realized the opportuni-

ties of commercial trade; he decided to go into it-on hxs

own and, what’s more, to go to the States to

luck: For- a time; he worked in El Paso as a pe?dler,

carrying household wares across the border in a horse-

drawn wagon. It was then that he began to court the
boss’s daughter.

His next ventiure was tp the raj ldly %-o cxty of
- Sam Antonio. Here he began to learn:
’ clothmg store job, he learned to measure for smts zmd
~ to alter finished. garments.-Still;- he- - wanted-to-be: in
" business for himself. News of large settlements of
Mexicans in the Chicago area spurred him to go there,
and he moved to the small town; now a city; w the
gtill-lives. The«:ourtssgrp continued, with rs

. ‘ %ort sporadic visits

Hxs first business was;a.shop. for tmionng, dry clean-
lgesand selling- Spanish-key- typewriters. -There, be-
ry-cleaned clothing, he measured for

siits, cut them out, and- complet.ed the final ﬁttmgs

- after the suits were sewn m Chicago.

Theft of his bolts of material and machmery ended the
operatlon at about the time the Depressnon th Being

2
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wise enough to reahze that people mlght o wrthout
new -or-mended- clothing- but -not -without food,-Sr..-D

113

determined next on a Mexican foods dlstrlbumon busi- -

Then, at age 37, in spite of the Depression and in spite

of beinig broke, he made a quick trip to Chlhualma. -

Mexico, where his former boss’- family was then
llvmg. and married his 27-year-old ~fldncee. Eve’ri this

Upon:: thelr return to the place Sra D., was later to
describe as ‘‘the-ugliest town -in-the worl’,;—r— rey began

their family and the family business;
tually--to--provide--a substantial  living- for- them- ,&n,d

their seven chlldren The _enterprise st1 prov1des suffi-
cient financial -security for- Sra. D thagt she can-give
small sums from the proceeds to each child every
month

This business has been a prlme focus of family life
throughoiit the years. The { hlldren remember the long
hours their father worked, late into the -night and
early each morning, to prepare Jaackages of chocolate
and other products for sale and delivery during the
ddy. Whei the boys were small, they were paid on a

piecework basis to wrap products from the ment
work area, always after, never durlng, school In the

summers; before success led to importing more canned ~ -

delicacies from Mexico, the family would go at 4 each” -

morning to the Lake Michigan dunes to pick and clean
tender cactus leaves which their Mexican customers’
partlcularly eruoyed v

ndden -4-years before his- death At present the - two

oldest sons are in the busimess; and the oldest: daugh-
ter’s husband i8-a salesman for the firm. The other two

sons sold -out their equal shares durmg a slump Oneis
buying his shares back; the youngest is in Texas with

his family and quite successful in his: own -business.

The-daughters never helped much when they were -

children; since their place was to be in marriage and-
homemaking. The second daughter, now divorced, has
been employed: in the business recently; however. The
ygungest daughter. and h%i -have their own
usiness; possibly } g ﬂ*"ﬁ, e ful than that of
the family ’ o

e e



114 THE FAMILY AS AN ENDURING "UNIT

Many of the grandchxldren have worked in the busx-

that they are being grocmed to take over. ere the
senlor Ds; the parents of these young people-apparent-
have not pushed their children in -any -occupational
rectxon -While only 23 -of the -33 grandchildren -are

grown, the trend so far,; both occnpatlonaﬂy and educa-
tionally, -seets to-be-as-workers in the industrial-labor

force rather than in entreprenenrml or professxonal
1obs\

3

h‘?‘i‘,’,h? /taught them to show \politeness and deference
to elders and; at-the same time; to be bold and adven-
turous; 71_17e;qsed to | them find their own way home
the way back to their own city: Sometimes he would
send-them - alone -to -Chicago, or even to Mexico, to

locate relatives and acquaintances:

The Grea t-Grundmother

Sra. D. was born in Chlhuahua, Mexnco, in: 1900 In .
reasonably good health; but with some memory -laps

she still lives in the home whe¥é she and her hus and
ended their-days together. A“young girl- lives - -with Bgr
as & compapion, but much of her time 1s spent in the
homes-of het“children.-Her oldest daughter -arranged

that- each child visit Sra: D: or take her home on a
fixed day and entertain the ]{' amilia -with cdke -and

coffee if.this day coincided with her blrthday Moth-

‘\m—g Day’ , .

: Thzs great-grandmother is content mth her hfe and
with the children’s love for her: and for each other.

Only -the lack of communication ;between- herself and

the third- and fourth-generation family members dis-
turbs-her, since she understands. English very ngrIy

and many of them ilipeak little or no Spanish.

enitly, her owi dhildren ‘have not considered thls ‘an,

essential part of their children’s rearing as she did!

She used to return annually to Mexico, taking one or
- more of her children and latgr-éome of the grandchll--:;

dren, so that they could see: the “homeland” and .the™

relatives there and learn their parents’ natwe lan- . .

‘guage:

Althpugh as d bnde X mlssed the trees and green
landscape of her chlldhood Sra. D set about willingly

maklng a home in the rear rooms of the building

. i
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,,,,,,, . "1ﬁauit even
worked'm h t or the shop.

er son ¢ My father had this- machismo: It worked
in: funny- little ways.-He-- catged to- my- mother.. He
::&uld take care g 1T would -

r large, expensive
then being the

‘Most Mexlcan children; when they. work ‘in
or other jobs, give B all-or part of their: pa@'tc
their families. Sra. D followed this practice wit!
sons and, supposedly for ‘household _expenses, wit
gg}l"t of their pay from their jobs- wrapping chocolate.
en -business seemed slow, - the withholdings in-
creased.. The sons now-see this- Eartlallx as-a necessﬁg
and partlally as a device to teach them not to spend all
their- money -as soon -as-they made -it. [As each -on
married, the mother returned in a lnmp sum whatever
amount had been withheld.

7
%e Second Gieneratzon The Son ‘ —

This- unpretentlous friendly man is second to hlS older

brother 1n managing_ the busmess and: is- active-in com-
- munity. affairs.. His home is in a middle-middle level
" housing “development, complete with- elementa 1
‘intermediate schools and_near: the new: cit :Iy ‘
;. The activis &Ewmﬁc;éibij? e -belongs to - fougk t,,fer,,Q
- years for roject, comfbatting: city:officials and the
‘economically dominant steel mill-which -finally found
the land. for it. His modestly furnished home 1s large
enough for six and has a yard big enough for active

playmg o S S TR

The son mtem hxs En lmh-langua:ge interview
- with Spanish when quotifig others in stories about his
familia. His stories of coping and succeeding were
‘ funny biit pointed, and miuch of the famllza iistory

v":f .
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came - ﬁrom hw interview. Hm own- hmtory is - ummes—

sive: He was married at 19 to_the girl from down-the
street and, like his entire familia, has become-involved

in several mﬁnentm:l civic eﬁ rish- organizations; in
some of which he is an-officer. "Until-it got political,”
he: belonged also:to: the local Mexncan-Amencan self-
member of thm natnonal gronprhe nd hxs entlre casa
were--invited- -to- g -White- -Hofise' reception - when
Ramona Banuelos was installed in a-high Treasury
Department position*during the Nixon ad¥ninistration.
The familia came through handsomely, with an enve-

lope-full-of -money- for his expenses; a story which the
i sgn still relatesﬂWlth pride and appreciation.

The son said that t}u.{ mgn;h ly yax;t;gg 7gf hlS g@ne,fa;
tion; usually Held in each other’s homes without the
children, have almost been curtailed because everyone
is so busy: The large; all- fam;iuz parties, where er

and- younger-members-can-get-to know-each otherfare

scheduled for -a public: park or a similar place large
enough-te-hold them all; like the party planned for the

week after the interviews. The son observed that the
familia has always been 8o close-and their invglve-
ment with each other so complete that, with the addi-
tion of their-civic membership; they have little time
for fnendshlps outsnde their own group

The soti is- hap about hl& own -casa and thenr F lmg

for each other and their familia. There is a busy ex-
change of hand-me-down -clothes, of babysitting; and of

children visiting back and forth for an afternoon, a
night, or-a -week. This stalwart familia man hopes that

these interactions will increase and fears only that he
has not taught enough discipline to his children.

The Son (] Wlﬁ_”

Intemewed in Enghsh but completely ﬂuent in’ Span-
ish; this busy housewife is conterited with her casa and
famlha relationships. When first married, she and her
husband lived in an apartment across the street from ‘
the family business  and the elder Ds’ living: quarters;
50 she would finish her housework and gg either to-herd .
own mother’s down the street or to visit. her mother-in- -
- law, whom she liked and found “very £ fctful.” ‘
relishes her t many contacts with her.#band’s:
in visits or_“at functions:”. Af pregent! she and%her
daughter-in-law next door excﬁ’ange babysnttmg sdrv-»;. i

¥
| &gﬁ;t
‘S}Q.?» ] “
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ices; and there are frequent visits from those who have
left home. S L
She believes that being in a large family has taught
her-children- love and respect and that growing -up
near their grandparents’ house was a positive influ-
ence. “Every Sunday everybody was at Grandma's
house—all the brothers and sisters and their wives and
husbands and their children got to see each other.”
This -experience -and the fun of holidays as familia
occasions formed- their ideas ahout themselves and
their relatives, she says:

The Daughter { Y
The Ds’ oldest living child, now 48, lives\in g neighbor-
ing suburb of the city and works as awfill-in bank
teller. She was interviewed in English in her home,
which is situated izx a development of middle-middle
income level -Near the garage and back patio were two

cars; two motor cycles;- and a motor boat. -Her ‘two
~ daughters; the-older solely a homemaker-and the youn~

their

ger a telephone representative, come by with
Anglo husbands and-children -at-least_twicgi-n
sometimes together and often for a meali '8

*  sitting and parties with the daughter’s;Bye#ti{ldren.
ﬁt,il,l;l,iﬁﬁ$ at home—as the daughter sayl fe grs
children “just sort of blend in with may :
Gatherings _of the familia, especially at“Christmas,
when -all of them: celebrate fogether and share costs
and cooking, mean a’lot to her. She says she will be -
glad when' she jndh? siblings- can resume - their
monthly get-togethers; now she sees individual families
at birthdays; graduations; or weddings. :

Of the third generation, she noted that age pairings
among cousins - were- frequent and -their friendships

have led to subsequent pairings among their offspring.
This goes on among almost all the cousins in the var-
10us households: :

The Daughter’s Husband -

This man chose to be interviewed in English and te

Anglicize the pronunciation of Spanish surnames- and
given names although he uses Spanish as a wholesale

5 esman  of Mexican foods for-the D business. His
isignations of ethmicity were Mexican for his parents,

193
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" maternal g%%n&dparqgtsg who had followed their da

THE FAMILY AS AN ENDURING UNIT @

aunts, and urcles, and Mexican American for his own
generation and his children. N )
The -son-in-law- remembers with special fondness h}l}s
ter here, because-he was sent-to-live withth _
about a year since they all “didn’t fit” in his pg
small -House. He liked the- arrangement -becai

grandmother ‘“babied” him: When his grandjm

overheard him telling his ‘mother that he was not

eager to return to his parents’ because he: was_so.com-

fortable where he was, she sent him back immediately. -

She didn’t want him to lose his carifio, or fondness; for
his parents. L
The son-in-law has been drawn more closely into the D

kin network, although his own family of 8 brothers
and a sister, 29 grandchildren, and 6 great-grandchil-
dren is closeknit and they all care for -their widowed
mother with visits and small services. He and his wife
spend. Christmas -Day- with his: family and Christmas

e with hers. The two familias Jave been :friends
since-the-daughter and son-in-law “Were children; in
fact at about 13 years of age, he became her first
boyfriend.- As she said, “and my last; but with others
in between:”

The daughter’s husband follows his own father’s role

- model -and- thinks -they -all -have %1003 relations -now
t

“because .my Dad brought us up that way where we
always get together and discuss things. He always told
us: that when any of us had a problem. to talk it over

with ourselves. 1-think this is beautiful and I have

taught this to my children."ep,
Now, although the son-in-law and his brothers and

sisters do not need financial help from each other, they

often assemble for advice-and for weddings, new busy- "
ness ventures, and the like. He indicates that his mar- - -

ried- daughters-and. eldest son are close and that the -

daughters and thefr spouses often include this son and
his dates in §o’ci}il ctivities. ;

The Third Generation: The Grandson.

0

- several others in the

T

This 23-year-old man and: his casa live next door-to
Sra: D's son and daughter-in-law-in a well-furnished 1-

year-old house; he is refinishing the do-ig-yourself base-
meht-room when off-duty- ﬁdﬁiﬂé% as-a-railroad
switc : He i8 happg;they chose thi T

velopment because %9 enj

property over
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the proxxmxty to his parents and 18 anxious that his
sons and any future children be close to their familia
and get to'’know them well. The children of both house-

holds delight in visiting back and fbrth o

As the oldest brother, -the- grzmdson is -the source - of
advice; as he- 8ays, just what you’d expect from a youn-
ger-brother or sister, He sometimes helps some-of them

with small loans, a favor they occasionally return with
money from-their babysjtting-or-odd jobs-(if heis broke
before payday). The grandson hopes that things will
remain the Bsame between them and is confident that
they will. Since:his work schedule: precludes - many
visits, he would like more familic gatherings, like the
one: they were -all looking forward to the following
week. A special recollection is_ the generosity of his
#. aunts -and uncles at the time of his-wedding and at-a
shower for hxs older son’s birth. He feels sure that they

the need rise.
egfets that he and hxs 51b7117 g were not 8§ ken to

1ish and have not learned it well, so that now
inot talk ;with his grandmother, - whom he-sees

about once a week. He would like to converse in Span-
ish but is afraid of offending his elders by unknowmgli

addressing them disrespectfully with the wrong ver
endings, for instance:

The Grundson s Wlfe u z%
In the interview, conducted completely in Enghsh thxs
third-generation Mexican-descent. woman furnished the

- account of-a .family trée even: larger than her hus- 33
band’s—108 cbnsanguineal relatives and 35 nonconsan- . =

. guineal: One of her most thrilling memories is_of her:
«wedding, when so manyfamiliac members-of -her -own i
and her husband attended that only a few non famzlta—
friends could -be invited:to the. reception, a situation

"~ everyone understood. That night, there was a dance for %7

;" driends and both familias. And all tyree events were’

%‘cked B 7}_::
e g‘randdaughter—m—law msxts her parents once ;.;,. .
veek, sometimes for breakfast after Méﬁégwhen -her . .

other serves @ traditional Sunday morning soup; - -
swdo.The- Eear—old son loves these Visits, especial-
dge . of s aunt just his age. .Except for: one

gid, this wife sees her ‘other relatives: « - .

7.




120 THE FAMILY AS AN imiivﬁmc UNIT
ﬁartxeu She soes. the ;mrents-m—law every day,
_sionally sharing:- babysitting and excursions with - the
‘children.. Like friendly neighbors everywhere, they
often borrow from each ather. :

s‘,

PO

bt B's oldest daughter was inter-
i’riév’ved entirely, in- j’" sh; since -she-cannot conyerse

RPhe used to go to M coevery
: "—went twice w th Sra. D
unfortunately we d 't 56 her as oftemas we probably
hould. For' one thing therefs a Bgeech problem be-
een us because she s d I speak Eng- .
lish. I can understand a httle bxt but that’s the main

niothing of Spanish. We_do see her, though, on the big -

family get-togethers; maybe on the- average of once a
month, which I know isn’t too much . ... .” When her

husband is coaching the ‘Little: League team -of which

. one of her younger brothers is-a member,. she -comes

« more often than usual because the practice ﬁeld is
behind her parents’ house. Besides -the 1 gmilia

gatherings, she sees w%lse of her cousins:

bard. There are the s

the family truck and ngmg brid
: ently, no other requests for help

The Gmnd’d?iughters Husband o v
He & was born. 24 ;years qgo ifn Chicago and rmsed there 3, ,

of the fourth generation of German, Scotch; and other

. European - ancestry, -from an medxgtgjﬁﬁibt back- -

ground which: appears to be ‘mixed’ white-, and blue- *

. collar. Genuine enjoyment of his relahonsh:p with his

- . own. family and his in-laws is ‘evident in this young ,
m%ss account. He 1s happy about his twice weekly
" visits to hig parents’ home, where he sees his siblings
as well, and he believes that marriage and maturity
'. have j)gought him -closer to. ‘his parents. He said, “What
~  seemed dumb about the way they treated me "when_ I
.. was singleé, 1 see now wasn’t so.dumb.” Bes:des spend-
ing Christmas Day with his father’s side of the family
and suminer-weekends- at his parents’- ﬂ:ac,h - cottage,

. he and his wife and son see his paternal grandparents

pnee a mnth They F 1 responmblhty ﬁward these -

- Y
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g:ndparénts who live alone in Chicago, particularly
ause thelr son 1s the only great-gran child.

’Ehe grandson-m law 1s famlllar w1th hlS wife’s slde of

tacts;. sucli as seeing one. of hlS uncles-m-law twice a
month at Lion's Club meetings and another occasional-
: ly in hlS work There are. also social contacts w1th her

nage and he does not foresee an 3’ change As he said,
“It will go on like this forever and ever.’

' ﬁredlcinons

Séna Rlyera ls hardly, w1llmg or able to make such”a ,strong
ﬁpééﬁlétlbh Fdi‘ 6i’ié th’in’g, théi‘é ai'é other i'éléWii’it factbi‘é to

be consndered upper stratum
Séna-Rlvera does predlct ;however, that f'amlhal as descnbed

ﬁhe patterns of ,s,ocmllzat,lon recexved m their own chxldhood
This-cycle should carry, then, among the great-grandchildren
as adults with their own households, into the 21st century—100
years of la familia ¢hicana. -

Changes Gommg?
Fa'rriilrd Dis typlcal in its mtensxty of famziza mvolvement

It -appears. atyplcal _however, .in the_decline .in ambition and

economic achievement evident in_the .adult fourth-generation

memhers This apparent decline is reminiscent of the. Anglo

expression, ‘‘from shirtsleeves to_shirtsleeves in three genera-

tions;” rot an unusual phenomenon. Perhaps the younger
fa;aﬂy members have th,e perceptlon that Sena-Rivera artxcu-
class Possibly, with their familia as buffer and refuge from the
alienation and boredom endemic in many mdustnal jobs, plus
the added cushlon of their parents relative prosperr\ty, they see ' -

302-750°0 = 79 - .7 ) s h»
. :

97 % f
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e ' S ‘



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

122 THE FAMILY AS AN ENDURING UNIT

into othvr occupnt l()nul hvlds It is pmsll)lv of course, thit thoy
need only greater maturity.

Judging from the individual mtervmw‘; this fnmxly can._ be
seen us huppy well- mtegrntod and more. involved autside their
own group than other /amlhm in this qtudy who reported

llttle actnvnty outblde of homo fumlly, chnrch nnd work The

these “others hold of 7persons of M,exrlcan, herltage w1ll be
altered as each béi:bi‘héé better Acquainted with the other.

SUMMARY : o .

In presentmg the socwhlstorlcal studnes of four extended
famnlles of Mexlcan descent in the Mlchlgan Indmna Ilhnms

of well bemg and to the famllza asa socml orgamzatlon He has
explored this contrlbutlon both subjectlve and materlal w1th1n

1nd1v1dual placed as a second-generation member and with each
household, or casa, delineated within each familia.

Conclusions . - .
This qualitative sample has revealed a few characteristics

which appear to be constant for -these families in this region:

) ngratxon from Mexlco, largely to Texas, followed ecoriomic

and political turmoil, repression of the Catholic Church, .
division of large landholdings, or fear for their lives or of
mductxon into the armed forces.
o The 1mm1grants arrived with some mtentlon of retnrnmg to .

theu- homeland eventually; as; indeed; many of their rela-

tives did:
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Mlgrutlon from Texas occurred with news of better econom-

ic and w0rk1ng conditions in other parts of the -United

States and with the_hope of finding greater equahty ind

opportunity for themselves and their families.

Catholicism 1s taken for grunted as a purt of the dmly lives
of these people (Only one set of great- grundpurents and,

apparently; one in-law in the sample are non-Catholic:) -

Families are larger in the second generutlon thun m the
first because of better and more extensive health’ care The

norm appears to be holdmg for the thlrd generafloﬁ so far.

w1th the generations, and some correiatxon between out-
marriages and upward mobility has been noted. In this

group, almost hulf of the marriages are with non- Mex1cun-
descent spotises.

The centrlpetal force o£ famzlla is notable even in the -case
of out-marriages since, almost universally, the non- -Mexican-

descent spouses have been drawn into the Mexican-descerit

Upward mohxhty 1n both status and soc10econom1c class has

generally occurred unevenly within generations, depending

somewhat on the urban or semirural locale of the familias:

Socioeconomic class appears to work agamst familia inte-
gration only for the poorest.

Dispersal to the suburbs or other more economxcally and

socially favorable areas mady, in time, lead to less intensive
famllla integration.

The value of familia to the persons ; interviewed or to others

indirectly observed cannot be_overestimated, nor does it

tend to dimimsh w1th the_third generatlon Different ways

'of interacting- do .occur. with the passage of time and the

involvement of mdwxdual members in work and community

llfe, or with the use of the telephone. rather than personal

contact but the mtenswe mteractxon goes on. .
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™ Agv groupq across. generutlon lines in chlldhood li'n'd across
status and class liney in ndnlthood appesr to be the primiairy

basis for peer uqqocmtlonq n the formation of frwndshlpq

Obedlence nnd r("ipect [‘or one's elderq ‘regardless of sex or
remoteness of kmthp, are integral in familia socialization;
with the younger protected by the older. Adults are viewed
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those of the second more often consider. ‘themselves Mexx-

can-American; denoting a blculturnl identity; the third gen-
eration has adopted the unhyphenated Mexican American,

indicating cultural rather' than nationalistic _ties to the

home country. Among younger members; the. ial}ei Qhwano
indicates a rebirth of identification with Mexican cultural
values Wthh -are considered less materialistic and individ-

ualistic than American values.
e Each generation tends to repeat w1th 1ts own chlldren the

familia sociahzatlon it received in childhood.

La Familia and Mental Health -
Internallzatlon of selfworth W1thm the pnmary somal group

hood and, ‘t« follows to the adult a buttress agamst fee}ipg
poor or differgnt, even alienated, from the larger society. Fam-
lia is perceived as a place Jor problemsolving because there is
1

someone to ta k 0, someone with the same frame of reference:

As Padllla,a,n,dﬂRulz (1973) point out,:Spanish-speaking; Span-
ish-surnamed (SSSS) people will probably not refer themselves
to. Anglo institutions perceived as alien. It is difficult to talk

]Grfjj' ‘
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-
W1th gomeone who does not see as normal quch prevmlmg .
customs as male dominance and female submission, or fréquent

visits by a son to his mother; for instance. And hospitalization
is seen us a.removal from the source of comfort, t%c home and
often extended famxly members. Lo

These thmgs are. changmg Cultural 1solat10n i8 ondmg The

women's movement, out-marriages; political movimientos, and
more. varied_occupations all play their part. Dispersal of the

traditional extended famlly, inevitable in_socioeconomic mobll

ity; will have an enormous effect. What will happen then to the

-tradxtmmﬂ aupports a -father's advice, a mother’'s solace, a

77777777777 - !

. _More. health and mental health faC111t1es geared to people of

Spamsh kmguage and cultural backgrounds are being estab-

lished, and more individuals of those ethnic backgrounds are
egt@rmg the health fields. It can be hoped that these resources
and those of the familia can be melded effectively.

Plans for the Future

Sena Rlvera opes that othEr professuonals concerned

w1th famlly will viewhis mvestlgation of la familia chicana as

a pilot,-since he is aware _that there are other items of typica-
lity and reglonallty to study. He says there are larger factors to

be considered and quantitatn;e analyses of Spec1ﬁc items that
need domg p .
He would like to do more of these studies - hlmself in the

barrlos of Los Angeles and_in_the fields and cities of Texas and

other Southwestern States: Did families of- Mexican descent
bnng, and clmg to; the familia norms there?.To what extent?

" Have the younger generations discovered a bllmgual bicultural

middle way for Integratlon into the mainstream? And what
about “jllegal,” or ‘“undocumented,” entrants, a whgle new

group whose traditional supports-are in question? i

-_Mexico CJty, recently classified as the world’s largest \C1ty, ]

'an area ripe for study.. -There are Street-wise, family-poor

“street kids” and whole villages of dislocated, poverty-stricken

: famlhed there, hopmg for jobs and securlty Are the old, lnstltu-

‘hopes to find out. - .

As a beginning; he has put together da rhaster questxonnmre

_ which includes suggestions made at a conference which he
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led inghanunry 1978 on familia. “Most of the people who ure
working on ﬁ;mi}y phenoiiend among Méxican-descent b(',‘,)},’,l:(:'”.
were there. The survey questionnaire is made up of testable
pypotheses drawn from his own study and that of psychologists;

rociologisty; iin(‘& social wellire people who attended the confer-
ence. This questionnaire: Sena-Riveri believes, “will provide

solid data and the external vilidity not found in smaller. indi-
vidual studies. At present; it is beinig pretested in Detroit by
“the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan.
After the results are in, the test will Be part of a larger ques-
-tiohnaire for national study: ; .

oL . ~ 7
Not Just for Chicanos -

,Dr. Sena-Rivera sees his work with Chicanos in & larger
frime, interesting in view of the proposed head count of His-
panic Americans3n the 1980 éénsus,:,He;per("ei}’/es this. familia

- perspective as part of a larger class picture, too. During the

1960s he was very nationalistic. Perhaps working for 2 years in
a city in the Southeastern United S@teg,:yhere people “were
fighting oVer bones, just abgsolute dregs.” or living for a year in

Spain and 2 years in Mexico helped-to broaden his view. Now

he sees u greater identification of Chicanos with all working:

class people and a greater overlap in_all_class and culture
problems. Family, in all its various forms, may be the greatest

single denominator-.
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FACTORS SUSTAINING ‘
MARRIAGE; FACTORS I

ADJUSTING TO DIVORCE

e

) . B a i
Principal Investigator: Graham B. Spanier, Ph.D..

__TheJast 15 years in the United; States have evidenced the
most sustained increase in divorce ever experienced in this
country. In 1973; we reached an all-time high in divorce rates.

By 1978; the divorce rate had reached 5.0 per year for each

* 1,000 individuals in the population. The rate has more than

:

doubled since the mid-1960s so that now, in the United States,

over a third of those marrying are likely to experience at least
one divorce.” Half of all marriages of young Americans are
predicted to end in divorce. - T

" Despite the visibility and portent of this social phenomenon;

' few social scientists to date have taken much interest in inves-

tigating its implications, nor have many been _led to study the

social and psychological adjustments of the growing number of

people who have experienced the trauma and readjustment
associated with divorce. To help fill .this void has been the

" “objectjve of Dr. Graham B: Spanier; a sociologist on the faculty

of The Pennsylvania State University.at University Park.
Dr. Spanier and his associates have been engaged in a two-
part study of-adjustment-to separation and divorce. The first

part was designed to gather data by means of some 50 indepth,

unstructured. _interviews . with recently divorced individuals.
From these data and from ogher literature on the subject, an

_ interview schedule intended to assess thé social, psychological,
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and.econoniie dime nsions of se pulufi(m und divorce wiis devel-
oped ior ase in the second purt of the study. For thxs second
puart; more. thxm 200 rou-nt]y 4«-purutod po()plo were interviewed
about their. murrmgo itx termination; und its am-xnmth lho

answered the mtqvu}w dcveloped from phuse orgg: Maost of the
tmdmgs of plmso one were confirmed by the mluh Larger group
of 200 in phuse two: N

MAHHIAGE STABILITY AND QUALITY— THE BACKGHOUND
VARIABLES

In a Lijii'ipdiii'o'ii work that reviews the extensive literature on

marrigge quality and qtublhty,vSpder and*his . collo&.#c,

Robert A. Lewis, provide a theoretical context for the sepdya-

tion and dlvorce studies. Their general theory integrates many .
variables that -a_Body: of. research mdlca‘ts affect marniage.
quuhty and stability. The object of this integration is to under-
&gnd more precisely why some marriages fail and others not
~\nly- endure but ﬂounsh Revnewmg these vanableb 1s a re-

Spamer and Lewis distin unsh two primary dlmensnons that
can be used to descnbe a mg ge~—1ts quality and its stabnhty/
The quality of a marriage ng' be influenced first by premadri-
tal variables_that each couple brings to the marrigge. Among

these are _premarital. homogamy, that is, sharmg sxmllar ages

race; social_class; religion, intelligence, values
sources; such _as. degree of . educ%mn, matx rxty, social class;

length of acquaintance;_ mterperso al skills, gmotmnal health;,

self-esteem; physical _health; exposure to. adeqnate’ role’ models;

and support from significant others. Each spouse}brings such

social and personal resourcessto the marriageé; and hese wilk }m
part determme inarital qnalxty -

together will mﬂueme mantal quality. These varlables cl

social-economic adequacy (income level and stabnhty,u,)

tional status, whether the Wife works with mutual app

household . composition - (number of adults; control of ‘fert

and community_ embeddedness (approval from a nethwork

-relatives and friends): And; lastly; quality is also determm d}a/\

. _ _ ':i"./_
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‘the deep satisfuctions spoases cun give each other directly. This

fuctor includes variables such us. the degree of mutual positive
regiird, the amouit of emotional gratification; effectiveness of
communication, &gd degree_af role-fit. A host of costs and re-

wards operitjng orn these varmbles will move a couple along a

. continuum from high to low marital quality. ..

_But given any level of marital quality. some couples will

divorce, and others will. not: Although marital quality and sta-

bility are highly correlated; for different reasons some mar-

riages of high quality end in divorcg, and some marrifiges of

low quality remain intact, despite what may be an intolerable
situatjon. P b ,
Whiy is this? Two controlling variables influencing. the reld-
tionship of marital quality to marital stability are alternative
attractions to the ptarriage (pulling toward its termination) and
external pressures to remain married (shoring it \p). Examples
of external pressures associated with high.harimtgbility are
strict divorce laws, strong social stigma toward divorce, or
strict adherence to restrictive religious doctrine. Examiples of

ity include a low evaluation of nonmarital alternatives, a high

degree of commitment to marriage, and a high tolerance for

marital conflict and tension. The converse of each of these
tends to decrease marital stability. . S )
_'While Spanier and Lewis propose a_full-fledged general

theory; this brief summary of some of their variables influenc-

ing marital quality and stability is a backdrop that gives con-

text and perspective to the divorce study. o j
In 1976, the U:S: Bureau of -the Census cstimated tha

for
persons born betwéen 1940 and 1949, more than one in three
are likely to experjence at least one divorce during their life-

time. In addition, between 34 and 45 percent of those who
obtain one divarce and then remarry obtain a second divorce: If
we add to this the significant number of married couples who

separate but never divorce, it is not unreasonable to estiMate
that perhaps half of all marriages among young American
couples will be disrupted by divorce or separation. ... __ .
_ Despite recognition that separation and divorce can be dis-
ruptive and traumatic, thére have been few systematic at-
tempts to find out precisely what processes areiny and

what problems aré most often encountered in adjustingto sepa- -

/

X

- social and psychological forces reinforcing high marital stabil- -

)
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ration nnd dlhnu' Mosr of the ;i\"iiiluhl(- Felovint dati dre ~ .,
from clinical cise studu and reseiiteh on persons who .rltu‘rn_r(l :
discussion or counse linig progrifis. Such studies dre viliible
for leadswand mslght\ but they are bastd on selected and
therefore pus.s\hlv hinsed populitions, not 4 pene ml population.

l)x (:rlh.lm B '\p.l?nm undvrtnok i mdvpth studv ol thv

RESEARCH APPROACH

fhv study was leld(‘d mto two. sop.n‘lt(- p.irts The fxrst
plmo conducted during. the fall of 1976; L()li\lbt(‘d of. 50 in-
depth; unstructured interviews with mleldlmls who had filed
for, divorce within thc- Z-year period prvcvdmg the mtervlew
The. mtcrvwws were. structured only to the -extent that the
) rvs arch team tried to get a geneml idea of the Couples pre-
marital and ‘marital history; a detailed _picture of the problefhs
and events that led ta the. separntion as much information as
p0ssxble about _the pro&ess of separatlon und dxvorce and an -
overview. of the dnfﬁcultles that {accompiny this process; - .From"
these case stud[es _as well as from the literature on marrlage .
and divorce, an interview schedule was constructed for use in
the sefond phase of the study, deﬁned to dssess sogial, gfsycho-
logicdl, and economic dimersio ociated. with sepgratlon
and. divorcé: The schedule was. divided intd T0 sections: e

background information about the marrnage and the individ-

uals in_ the famity;. (2) marltq] quahty and marital interaction;

(3) reiatlonshxp with spouse smcgf separatnon (4) social network;

(5) legal matters; (6) mental and physical health; (7) children;

(8). sexual_ relations; (9). economics; and (10) conclusions and

foltowup. InforrnatranThls schedule was then used to interview

210 recently separated individuals:
Respondents for bo:,h phases of the researéh wer;e obtamed )

decrees g1 anted d1vorce petmons ﬁled and- Chlld and spousal‘
support . agreements filed in conjunction wxrth separation. In
Pennsylvania, such records reveal al]l separated and divorced
respondents except those who have i iformally separated, but
- who have not filed for divorce or requestgd support.
o iJ
by
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Potential ~respondents were sent personal letters informing
them of the :&u’uy. This was preceded by lengthy feature arti-
cles in the local newspapers discussing divoree m general; ang
nouncing the research, and explaining the puarposes_and poals
of the study. This strategy, used to help establish credibility for
the study, was judgedsby the project staff to be very important

* for eligiting cooperation. Phone. calls followed the’letters, and
appointments were made for itterviews in respondents’ homes
or project offices, depending ot respondent preferences. Follow-
up letters and calls were sent, as ‘necessary, for difficult-to-
reach respondents, those with unlisted numbers;. and those who
had recently moved. Babysitters were offered so_that respond-
ents with young children could be encouraged to do the lengthy
interviews without interruption. Letters were sent’to all attor-’
nesin the county informing them of the stody, so that they
could answer questions directed to them by potential respond-

" The researchers eventually contacted, in, person or by phone,
37 percent of the persons whose names they had obtained from
-the county records. The remainder were primarily people who
‘were no longer residents of the county, although there were
also 4 number of people with no phone listings whom they were
unable to contact: Of the 37 percent contacted personally, 61
percent agreed to_participate and were interviewed. The other
39 percent refused to participate in the study. Scientists often
rieed to know how far they can generalize findings. In a survey

» it. depends in_part on how representative the sample is from
~which they draw their data. The 37 percent contacted of all
those on county. public records are not likely as representative.
s random sampling of the.total;, had they all still been availa-
ble. But the number is still much better than anecdotal and
clinical data: The 39 percent of those who were contacted but
_refused to.participate also limit generalizability, since. it is not
known whether findings would have been ‘different had they
consented. For such reasons; ingenuity, patience, and caution _
are as much a part of successful surveys as research design:

' CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RESPONDENTS
The respondents for phase one of the s