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ABSTRACT

This collection of background material, lesson plans,
and activities concerns wampum belts and other uses of wampum among
the Mohawk Indians. It is divided into four sections--the
introductory narrative and three lesscn plans. The lesson p;a ns are

cn the uses c¢f wampum, the maklﬁg of wampum, and wampum belts. Each
lesson plan rrovides the vocabulary to be discussed, gurpase,
instructional objectives, materials, methods, and an activity sheet
for evaluation purposes. The activities are illustrated with
pen-and-ink drawings. A selected biblicgraphy concludes the booklet.
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X 7 YWailUil BLLTS
: (f By ‘Tehanetorens
To most péagl& a wampum belt means any beaded belt made
by Indians. Glass beads were introduced by white traders and
with these the Indian people did beautiful embroidery yorki'
- defore ?be introduction of g lass beacs, embroidery worlk was
made with percupine quills., —The lony hair from the bell or
chin whiskers of the moose was also used. VWith the intro-
duction of the crude glass bead the far more artistic por-
”cugine quill and moose hair embroidery becamc a lost skill.
The true wampum bead was not made of plass. Along
the Atlantic coastal waters from Cape Z@ﬁ to Florida is
found the guahoy or rounc clam cnell. Using this material
the coastal Indian ééoplés made ﬁampum beads. fhese were
long cylinder shaped beads abuu* one~fourth inch long and
one-eizhth of an inch in diameter., These were of two colors,
white and purple. In ancient times wampum was strung on
thread made of twisted elm bark. The word wampum is the
Algonguin Indial. word for these shell beads. It was a
term used by the Indians of the New knglend States. The
name has survived ‘o the present day. The early Indians of
{the Atlantic seaboard used this white and puréle wampun
for ﬁersanal decorations as well as for trading purposes.
delts, wris® bands. ear rings, necklaces and headbands of
wampum were observeé by the early white colonists while
visiting New Inglan< Indians. ‘The Indian gecple originally
drilled this wampum shell with stone or reed drills. Later
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iron drills v=re substituted. bveh wvhite peeople hecame
wampum makers and the first money of the Americsam colonists
was wampum. .-

At Iirst only the coastal lndians had wampum. The
east end of Lon, Island was the oripinai s2at of the wampvn
trade. The Nerpaganseit indiang who were related to the
Long lsland le soon centroiled ithe wasnpum trade. They
supplied the ..zions or Zhe interlior with fﬁEl; wallplid .

This wampum was ~xchang:d for furs frowm the wesiern Indians.

Qur Iroquois Pecople usel v.ampum for official gurgcses
as well as for relagious ceremoniess «coorcing,, te tradi- |
tion wampum was introduced to the Iroquois by iiiavatha at
the ﬁime of the founding of the leajue of the Fivae Nations.
Hiawatha decreed and regulated its use. ile taught the Five
Nations that wampum shoulc¢ bring and bing peace and take the

place of blood. ife first intrcduced it to the Mohawks and
after telling the Council of iis Qse,=his co-worker,
Déganawidah— used wampum to console or wipe away the tears
of lliawatha whose heart was hoavy becausz of the loss of
his daughters. This was the first Condolence Ceremony and
has existed without Ehwuag dcwn to the present day. The
tirst wampum tised vy iliawethe was mode rm fresh water
shells. There ars traditicns amnng the Iroquois that,
befofe shell wampuwia wes knewn to the Five Nations, wampum
was wadc  frem +00d stained black cond white. dAn Onon-
daga traditicn says that tie {irst wenpum was made from

the quills of the eaile. al any rate liavatha seems to

have been the first %o use shell wampum for coremonial .



oses.
A8 wampum became more plentiful it was used more
. i more until it came to be re_jarded as scnething sacred.
ampum strin,s served as credentials or as a certificate
of authority. '‘No Iroquois chief would listen to a mes-
senzer or pay attention to a report until he received
official juformation’ throush ¢ runncr who carried the
-yfayér‘wﬁmem strin, or belt. ‘tampun guaranteed a mes-
sage or a promise. Trecties weant aothin, unless they
were accompanied by wampum. JSelts were given and received
at treaties as seals of friendship. No iroquois ingdi-
vidual or nation would think cf breaking a word or treaty
~  if the treaty was made over a sacred wampuﬁ belt. uith
every important treaty wampum belts were exchanged. Some-
times as many as forty belts were exchangecd at a singlc
council. Likewiée, every law passed by the Iroquois Coun-
cil was recorded with a certain string orv belt of wampun.
The treaty or law that went with the wampum was memorized
by certain trained individuals.

The Onondaga Nation whese country was situated in

the center of Iroquois Land was chosen, not only the Keepers

[

of the sacred fire (Capi* . i) of the Iroquois Confederacy,
but the Onoudag.a Nation was likewise tiie Keepers of the
Llanpuwn or records.

iwice a year the Luwpuu seepers, at a special council,
would pather tihe people and taking caci wampum belt or
string would held it aloft so that all could see. lie
weuld then reciie the messape @f law that went with the

Z - o : *
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particular wampum that he Jheld. aiter reciting its mean-
nggthe belt or string was passéd from hand to hand among
the entire gathering that its desiyp and meaning woulé al-

ways be remembered. .t that time younger warriors wiho had
been selected because of their keen minés were jiven special
training anc instructioic by the older wvampum keepers.

Thesc youn men would some day become wcepers of the l.ampum
and it was necessary that theii training started early.

1t has been recordec¢ by ecarly white men that a.nampum keep-

'ter several vears had elapscd since a treaty was

L’

er, eveun a
made, would¢ holcd the beii that weat with the treaty and re-
peat word for word wituout error, the entire message even

though some oi the treaties and prcmises were quite lengthy.

t is said that before waupun ‘was introduced the wing

it
[y

of an eagle was piven to saunction a treaty. In historical
times beaver skings .anc painted sticks have been used to re-
place wampum when it w&s scarce.

Six strings of purple wampum united at one end stand
for the Six Nations. When this-is laid in a circle the
counclil was Gpeﬁaﬁakhéﬁ it was taken up i. meant that the
council was over. Lach natiorn of the lroquois had a special
string of wampum that represented their people. These are

as follows:

Ilohawks - six strings tied to ether, two purple beads to

one white. i

\

uneidas - sevein strings tied topether, almost all purple

.
P

beads.

x
[



Onondagas - four strings ticd togetier; two purple beads

to one white.

Senecas - four strings tied together, two purple beads al-
ternated with two white.

Cayugzas - six strings tied topgetier, all purple beads.
(When a speaker at an Iroquois council addresses a par-
ticular nation, he¢ picks up and helds in his hands that
particular nation's wampum strings.
NGYLS

wnile reading a wampum beli special carc was made
~to hold the belt correctly. Usually vhen the message or
speech was half finishec the‘speaker would turn the belt
over. ’

A cértaiﬁ amount of wampum could ransom a murderer
~or captured prisoner.

A clan, one »f whose members had been killed, c..ld
hand a wampum belt to a noted warrior. I the belt was
accepted ﬁysthe warrior. it mecant that he would take over
the responsibility of getting revenge for the clan and
thus uphé%ﬂ their honér, the honor of thé;members;' If the
warrior let the belt fall it meant that he would not accept
the responsibility. q

white wampuw was the émblem of something good, of
peace anc purity. Prurple warmpum meant more important af-

fairs of a civic naturc.

£
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A belt painted r54 e

vas sent to = Qatlﬁﬂ it va

in the war. If the belt

would accept the invitatio:

Jampur is still used
ne+ (nief and in the Irocu
Ceremonies.

tvery Cnief of the Co
has 2 certain string or st
certific:.te éf office.

Invitation ?ampum for
s5till used. 4 sme 11 etick
and covered 'ith notches t
the council is to be held.

hen a Head Chief or
dies, a runner is sent to
wampur strings. He valks
to the other ané‘évery onc
tain call (wee?). If he
czll after énathér, it tel

the

]

has cdied. If he gives
it means that a
Council House and there he

showing, pro:z

Because of the =carci

are used today.

6

meant that the nation

nfederacy and

‘ar Chief has died. His

iiost of the old belts are lost.

as var belt. If such a belt

s an invitetion for then to join
as talken it meant that the nation
n. 1If at the council it was

rould not

in the ceremony of raising up a

o0is Thanksgivings and Lariviioo

very Clan :iother
vrampun that is their

a civil or religious council is
attached to the wampur strings

€lls the number of days before

=

esser chief of the Confederacy
eack naticn carrying proper
end of the reservation
e in a:hile he -1ill give a cer-
gives the call Ehree times, one
ls the people that a head Chief
call once at certain. intervals
1alk ends at the

tells the Chiefs the sad newvs,

oper wampumn strings.

ty of -rarpum oily arpun strings

hany,



through one »ay g&sanother, have found their uay/to the

show cases of

wuseuns. A few individusl Indians\still

1 )

have hidden away some of the old -~ampur belts.

T ¢ Tk

e

lTehaﬂetareas.

Jampun Belts. (Onchiota, NY:
Nations Zndian i.useum). pp. 3-5
/

=Y
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TCPIC: Uses of
GRaDs LVLG 4-6
TIIS ALLOTIZSNT: 20-30 ninutes. )

stuldent with the
aroum (and to corvect the siesreotyne

roney) o

INSTRUCTICH-L CBILCTIVa.

The student -—rill: o
1. tell ho~ the use of ~crpum originated
~

2. 1list vays the Indians used :-a.:pun

. liit reasons for the use of anpun ia treaties
4, 1list each nation of the Irocuwois and Ehe wALDUTL

strings that reoresent e;cﬁf .
x \ g
MATERIAL picture of ‘rampum, Book lolly, Anne; ‘‘ampum.

read Chapter 5 in .vanmpuva = "iou

D. 43, D;, 35h the students the

t:‘
,-Q

many uses of wampur. ZRelai?

neaning of rrampur as used in treaties.

o the board =nd discuss

‘H\
e
iy

f e Iroquo

ix}
o
;rﬂr
1,-0

nation

gch ﬂatiﬂﬁa

3&n

M
w]\

strings re tir.;

H

'the enecial

E

vheet, the student il

SVALUA TIQ

‘Given an activity

’ ansver six out of eigh' statemen®s correctly.



INSTRUCTIONAL 1iSUULCL
d0v ML IL0QUUIS GOT WwaliPUil

Lonyg apo, says Qﬁe mytha.lived an Iroquois named tiawatha.:
His heart was sick gﬁcausg his 1ndian brothers weira fight-
ing omne another. DMany men, women and children died in
these continual batiles. lliawtha resolved that the tribes
'snould make peace. Fif%ﬁ-hé would ask ﬁhe Mohawks to jaiﬁh
in an alliance with his. peopie. |
lliawatha set out alone upon his journey. ilis bow
was at his back and his. iraveler's pouch of deerskia hung
fgam his be1£g ‘ilis thoughts were upon nothing but his
desire to end the blaéi; wars.
As he:hurfied on, e reard the clamor of ducks.
Soon, he came to a poind. As ae came:neéf, the ducks flew -~~~
away. He saw then that the.pand had pone dry. Its bot-
tom was filied with shells. (e took some in his travelgr's
pouch. lhen he stopped <o rest upon his ijou;‘ney, he made
welts of them. These he would use td make the union be-
tween the brothers strong.
\.hen he got te the llohawks he called to them, "I
. r,»bf{gggyﬂu 004 news.'" And he told them of his plan to
kr make peace. Cs
"'fhe chief man of the liohawks said. "We can see the
b%@ady_;railsg, l.e can see the bad things. Those bloody
tomahawks anﬁ b@Qﬁ; iheyféust be %uriad forever." ,

And so the Mckawk nation was the first to join with

? | : ;
le : R

("
-
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diawatha in a ég;federacy_ An;r£§é wampum belts and

strings -he had made were used to bind them together.
.Then the Ilohawks went away with iliawatha to all the

héstilé'Iroquoié ﬁatiqns aﬁd he shewed their councils

how to make and use wappume -

Eyollay;fﬂnjé- l.ampum. NY,NY; Hastings llouse Pub.

L ————————

. 1977
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ACTIVITY SHLLT
USw OF" LabPULI

Choose a word from this list and completé each sentence
below. |
iohawks - . promise "wampum'striﬁg or belt
 iliawatha friendship religious ceremonies

- 5ix Nations peace‘

l. VLampum puaranteed a messape or a ___ .
2. odelts were received at treaties as seals of_____

3. Official information was carried by a runner who

carricd the proper_ - e — ®

4. Six strings tied taggtherﬁ two purple beads to

=
Fa

one white, represented the .

5. ©Six strings of purple wampum united 3at one end

stand for the __ e

6. Accgrding to tradition wampum was introduced to

the Iroquois by .

7. iliawatha taught that wampum should Ering and’

bind , "

8. VYampum was used in__ . -



TCGPIC: The lfaking of 'ampum

GRADL LIViL: 4-6

TIlg ALLOTIENT: 30 rinutes

VOCABULARY TC DISCUSS: onikorha - wampum beads
PURFC3Z: To acﬁuaint-thé students "ithithe,praceﬁ

dure of viampum nRaving.

- INSTRUCTIONAL CBJLCTIV.:::

The student will:

1. name two xinds of shells used for wampun

. |
maxing '

2. list the tTo colors of wampum and tell the
reaning of each '

3, descfibe 5 steps‘in making wampum

4. discuss vhy vampum is scarce today and where

the be.its are kept

MATZRIALD: 4 striﬂglaf wampum (authentic), or replica
| of ~ampun striné?, or piétures | o
| b |
JTETHODS: Discuss the éseé of ampum. The teacher uiilm
tell the Studgntsﬁﬁ;ére “anpum beads vere fifst:l;
made, ..and bf ﬁhazé?_Naae;the.ghéllg‘used (quéhég
\ or chouder shells). - Léscribegthe time goﬂsuiiﬁg
‘\; process of makiﬁg'tigse beads: | |
\ 1. ‘splitting the shell
\ 2. grinding |
\\ 3. drilling
\ 13 16

\



4, grinding the ends
5. polishing Y
6. S£riﬂgimg
!@Give the c@lgrs @flwampum and their magniggsa
+hite = good peace & purity

[
purple - important affairs - mourning- condo-
lence.
Eiscuss vith students vhere wampum is kept

. today and why it is scarce.

EVALUATION:
Given an activity sheet, the student will answer

seven out of ten questions ccrrectly.




IN3TRUCTIONAL HinCURCs:
ONIKORHA OR THo CRIGINAL JAIDUV

Instructor-iiyron Clute

5teps of llaking Upitoria (Criginal ‘lampun)
1. Qhell;dThe nuahog ‘or choiwder shells are the best
to use because of théié thickness °

2. ;plittiﬁg— The shell izisplit’intc_half inch by
guarter inch sires uith cligpersi

3. Grindingﬁ‘fhé shell is grounc inte-gtsgéard siﬁe
(rough form) *ith a Sﬁcne'emery placed
in a bo''l of 1ater is to reduce fric-
tion and heat so that %he shell on't

- shatter.

4, Drilling- «t this point it is placed in a hard
3@@@ vice or aﬁy wooden vice, then dri}led
lengthise through thé center, not com-
plgtely to the end, the drill is then re-
noved, the Cnikorha bead is turned E@_thé
opposite end then the hole is campletedur
through this end.

5;! Grinding- Again;thé bead is evenly shaped and
smopthed tithxthé emery stone it;iz no'
ready for nolishing.

=

6. TLolishing- Using a buffer and silver polish each

“  bead is volished then strung.

15
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ACTIVITY SHEET

. : WAMPUM MAKING

‘Read each statement. vrite true éf!ialse in the

blank at the right..

i o

1. Vampum was used for sending messages and record-

—

ing events. ' ' - —

2. VWampum beads were brown.

, &
A< -

3. Vampum beads vere made from quahog or round clam

. shells., - = ‘ : T
4, A purple belt was.a war belt. 7 o

5. Glip;érs[aregused for gfindinggi 1 -

=

6.  White vampum symbalizéd good ,peace andg;urityga'

7, Thé first siép in gampum'mskiﬁg is splitting the
shell. . R SR

8. A vice is used to hold the shell for grindingg 7

9. - Each beéd is polished before stringing. ~ o

"10. There is ﬁlénty of ?smpum tédéyg
-y o 24,




TOPIC:

Wampum Belfs

GRADE LEVEL: 4-6

TIME ALLOTMENT: 30 minutes

VOCABRULARY: - akiataha - belt

%E

II.

CIII.

fﬁEPQSE: to provide.information regarding

three important wempum belts.

INSTRUCTIONAT OBJECTIVES -
The student will:

>

1. erc@gﬁize and name each belt when it
is shown {
2. describe each of the three belts

3. give the meaning of each belt

MATERIALS: Pictures of the 2 rov’ wampum belt,
the Gearge Yashington Ccvenant Eelt and
the Hiawatha Belt. Replicas of the actual

belts-if available. \

|
|
METHODS: Hold up the p;cture of the/g TOW . -

vampum., Aék a student t@ describe the

belt and ask 1f anyoﬂe knoue what it means.

Tell the students thé‘meanlng,sf the belt.

Discuss :/hy the belt was-neagséary,>i

Hokd up each of the other belts. jcligu +he

;ébg%g grééeduré;' _
EVAZUATiQﬁ{EgheQIgiYeg an activity sheet, the

‘student will answer eaéh-questién'égrreet}y;



| INSTRUCTIONAL RIOURCE  , Ve

e

R

TC=ROY WAITPUT BLLT
The belt ssys; "This symbolizes the agree-.
nent under vhich the Iroquois --elcomed the white -

peoples to their lands. ‘'‘'e will riot be like fathez%g%g;

. and son, but like brothers. These. t'0 rows w7ill sya-

bolire vessels, traveling dovn the same river tegétheré
One «ill be for the Criginal People, their laws, their
custons, anc. the gthér for the .uropean people and
their lavs and customs, ‘e will each travel the river
together, but each in our owm b@atf, And neithef of us
will try to steer the other's vessel.'" The agreeéj

5

Een%;hasibeen xept by the Iroquois to this date

Eﬁarihquatsi Hovw Qggqgga;y;gagg to St. Regis & The
¢ : i ' faw L - N ,- V . : =
Thunderwater iovement. (Rooseveltoim, NY: Akwesasne =

Eates)f -P;l,
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INSTRUCTICNAL RiZSCURGE
GLGRGE +ASHINGTCN COVEAANT BLLT

3ize: Length, 6 feet 2}"; Rows wide, 15; (approx=
imately 10,000 beads)

Color: Purple beaded figures on a vhite beaded back-
ground

DroCRIPTIGH:

Symbolizing 15 men vwith outstretched arms and
clasping hands. In the center is a figure of 2 house;
from the roof extends a protecting shelter for the two
men on each side; these are the keepers of the cazt-
ern and estern doors (fiohawk, 3eneca) guardians of
the Irocuois longhouse. The r-maining 13 figures
represent the original 13 fires (colonies) joined in
unity by clasped hands. The design is msade with dark
beads cn a solid white background which denotes peace
and friendship. .

This belt is thought to symbolire the treaty of
1779 during George !'ashington's Fresidency. Among
many éther nronises made by the United 3tates in this
troaty ~as that the U.5. acknowledged the lands re-
served to the six nations éézie forever property of
‘the six'nétians, and the U.GS. wculﬁ never disturb zr
claim these lands, that the lands were to re?aiﬂ theirs
until they alone chose to sell. They also pfgmiség‘they

would protect the six nations form any including sep-
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arate ctates, and thazt tx;

tre intern=l affeirs of the six nations.

fully by the six znations. Mou the U.u. only naxes
fort to distribute 3 or 4 yards of anrunity
cloth each year as provided in the treaty. However
if the U.o. had been zble to keep their -ord &1l of
Jestern Jeu Yor!: would still belong to the six nations

. .. . e aa M
sznd the .iinrua Dam 'ould nave never been buili.

u

—Irocuois "‘anpun selts. Govande, IY:

Géwandavﬁentral »chool
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INSZTRUCTICNAL GioulaCsa:
HIA ATHA BoIT

2ire: Lenpth, 21%"; “/idth, 10Wk"; Rovws -ide, 38.

Description:

i broad belt of =~armpws of thirty-eight rovs, having a

rhite heart in the center, on either side of vhich are

tvo white squares all connected with the heart by “hite

ro»s of beads shall be the enblem of unity of the five

nations.

‘The first of the zauarec on the left represents the
llohait Nation and its territory, the second sguare on the
left and near the neart represents the Oneida Nation, and
the hite heart in the middle represents the territory of
the Cnondaga Nation, it also means that the heart of the
Five Eatiéns is single in its loyalty to the great peace,
and thet the great peace is lodged in the heart and that
the council fire is to burn there for the Five Nations.
Further it means that the authority is given to advance
the cause of peace +hereby hostile nations out of the “
league shall cease ‘arfare. The vhite sauare to the right
of the heart represents the Cayuga Nations and its ter-
ritory of the Zeneca Nation.

v hite heré-53ﬁbaliées that no evil nor jealous th@ughts
ghall creen into the 1inds of the chief's ‘hile in coun-
cil undcr the greut ne.ce. whiteé-tie ecblen vagegce,ilcve,

3

charity, and equity surrounds the vive Fations:

mmwemmw—=~===Iroouois "'ampum 3elts. (Gowanda Central <chool:
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