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Sinhala Structures — I —

FOREWORD

'his is the third volume of Basic Sinhala, a course for
the beginning student which is presented in three modules:

I Beginning Signs and Letters
1T General Ceonversation
IITI Sinhala Structures

Many individuals and institutions, both here and in Sri Lanka,
were instrumental in bringing this series of lessons to its present
form. Acknowledgments are made in the foreword to the second
nodule, General Conversation.

This module is intended as a reference manual on Sinhala
structures which will supplement and expand on the brief notes
which appear in module II, General Conversation. At the present
time most of the students for whom Basic Sinhala has been prepared
begin the study of Sinhala after they arrive in Sri Lanka. The
organization of language instruction there differs in some impor-
tant ways from that at the Foreign Service Institute. Generally
all aspects of course presentation and design are the responsi-
bility of the classroom teacher. The teacher presents the struc-
tural analysis of the language to the students, writes and present:
special materials as required by individual needs, and conducts
the actual audio-lingual instruction. The number of students
involved in basic Sinhala courses at any given time is limited to
a small official staff, but the specific goals and needs of the
students, ranging from the language of agricultural development
to that of cultural affairs to that necessary simply to answer
the Embassy phones in the evening, are so disparate as to
place demands on the classroom teacher way out of proportion to
their numbers. This module has been revised in consultation
with the classroom teachers at the Embassy with the following
objectives in mind: (1) to simplify the task of presenting
Sinhala structures in class and thereby to free the teacher for
other work; (2) to enable the teacher to write additional mate-
rials on new topics as required by student needs without construct-
ing an entirely new course, and (3) to assist the student in
assigned homework and review.

Grammar is considered a dry topic by some and a fearsome
one by many others. For either audience we hope these pages
have been relieved somewhat by the pictures of other kinds of
"Sinhala structures" which were generously provided to us by the
Ceylon Tourist Board.

Bonnie Graham MacDougall
Ithaca, New York
April 1979
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I THE SOUND SYSTEM

‘Sinhala has twenty-five consonants which are arranged below
according to point and manner of articulation.

lab. den. alv, ret. pal. vel. glot.

o
U\
I
g

H
m

I
o
R
irs
(i
[
i
It}
m
P
=14
o
o
B
o
)
fo 19
w3

1]
Us |
et
i
m\
o
o
[y}
h
)]
0
o

i

o

n

[al ]

[

[i¥]
=
pa.

\j 5’

Liguids

R

Semivowels w Yy

The following vowels occur in Sinhala both short and long.
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As the chart on the preceding page should suggest, the
sound system of Sinhala is not sharply divergent from that of
English. 1In fact, many, if not most of the sounds in Sinhala
can be identified with those in English without obstructing
communication, although this should not be taken to mean that
Sinhala speakers will regard the pronunciation as accentless.

The similarities between the two languages notwithstanding,
there are some areas of the Sinhala sound system which are not
reminiscent of English and to which the learner will have to
pavy particular attention. They are treated below.

1. The contrast between dental and retroflex stops.

The Sinhala dental stops /t/ and /d/ are articulated against
the tooth ridge. The retroflex stops are articulated in a more
retracted position. English t and d are normally identified
with the Sinhala retroflex stops rather than with the dental ones.
Examples are abundant in numerous English loan words in Sinhala.
Examples: '

O

56308 Majestic (name of a Colombo theater)
6tf0w jetty

rorfalcled hotel

) coats

QB nt3 Grandpass, a municipal ward in

Colombo

2. The contrast between nasal + consonant and nasalized
consonant.

As the chart on the preceding page shows, Sinhala has
four pre-nasalized consonants (b, Ad, ¥D and hg) which contrast
with the following consonant clusters: mb, nd, nD and ng.
Examples of the contrast appear below.

eomeEd “olombo 66 03D wooden stool

oeE tree trunk s hill

Rl circle O 5ialglA) circle
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Failure to master this contrast complete.v is not likely to
result in embarassing bloopers, since it appears that there are
not a large number of pa;red worde with highly d&: vergent meanings
which are distinguished in this way., The contras%, however, often
has grammatical significance. Slhgular and plur-al forms of the
same word are sometimes distinguished in this wey: for example
circle/circles above.

3. 'he contrast between single and doubled consonants.

In Sinhala most consonants occur bo:h sirgly and doubled

in the middle of words between vowels. Tha only exceptions are
the nasalized stops, /£/, /5/, /h/ and /r. which oeccur only singly.
The contrast occurs only medially. It does not appear either

in word initial or in word final position.

Mastry of this contrast is of great impcirt:ince for the
learner., There are a large number 5f paired words which are dis-
tinguisheﬁ in this way. (An extensive list of exanples appears
in General Conversation pp. 5-7). This contrast is important
not simply because the list of words which show it is long, but
also because those wordsoccur with high frequency in conversation.
Moreover, the contrast has grammatical significance. An adjectival
verb form shows single /n/, for example, whereas the infinitive

form shows /nn/. Examples are given below.
an going [AYar.) te go
eM»mn drinking ey to drink
F0) eating bo¥ap) to eat
4,

Sinhala vowels and syllable~timed rhythm.

English has a system of stresses which marks differences in
word meanings (insight, incite), and which also determines the qual-
ity of some vowels and times the rhythm of the sentence. In the
Engllsh stress-timed rhythm the time requirsd to proceed from one
main stress to another is roqghly equal rejer-dless of the number of
intervening syllables. Vowels in those syileibles which intervene
between primary stresses are likely to be "reduced". Sinhala
does not have this system. Rhythm % syllable timed, that is,
syllables are roughly egual in lenyr Vowels should be pronounced
with "full value" that is, as sp=li For example, cd6tdf, 'here’,
not ded ., oemoeE @a 'stool'; not. »+885 . and so forth.

il

17
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II THE GRAMMATICAL SYSTEM
1. Nouns
1.1. Introduction

Many of the distinctions made in the Sinhala nominal
system will seem logical and familiar to the spesier nf English.
As in English, the noun is marked for number, that is as either
singular or plural, Nouns are also marked for definiteness,

a grammatlcal category which is handled in English with preceding
articles, i.e., the book (definite), a book (indefinite).

There are two broad categories of nouns in Sinhala, animate
and inanimate. The former refers to people and animals and the
latter iricludes all other nouns. Certain kinds of relationships
between nouns and verbs are marked in Sinhala with case endings.
Subjects of sentences are generally in the direct case, an un-
marked form of the noun which is the one entered in dictionaries.
Other case categories include the dative (the form for the indirect
obgect), genitive (the possessive form) and the instrumental.

Nouns in Sinhala can be categorlzed according to the form of the

case endings, The basic division is between animate and inanimate

nouns. Inanimate nouns ara further subdivided into four classes.
1.2.  sample paradigms of Sinhala nouns

The generalizations which appear in 1.1 are illustrated
below with representative forms. The inflected forms of the
Sinhala noun are illustrated with five paradigms, each of which
represents a major class of nouns.

A. Quwibowm the gentleman

direct Omsimen the gentleman

dative Bllalote 1) to the gentleman

genitive Quslnw a6l of the gentleman

instrumental Qo coOy - by the gentleman
5

ey
'a%)
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genitive

instrumental

dative
genitive

instrumental

direct
dative
genitive

instrumental

singular in&éﬁigitg fc:ms

Sndncon
Sndncand
Clulotalaalelu]

Blalotalellatclorg

plural forms

Clalaifale];
Glolatolelta L)
Rlotaloleltafelu]
Slalatfeltatclor]

the book

singular definite forms

GLab
ctand
e

caens

singular indefinite forms

[claila)s)
cuHmnd
GuDH

GBS

!

a gentleman
to a gentleman
of a gentleman

by a gentleman

gentlemen
to gentlemen
of gentlemen

by gentlemen

the book
to the book
of the book

by the book

a book
to a book
of a book

by a book



Sinhala Structures SINHALA

plural forms

direct cl1.) books

dative cdde0 to books
genitive cthdOE of books
instrumental etesdEs by books

C. a3 dn the bus

singular definite forms

direct 3 oo the bus
dative B 0 to the bus
genitive 3 ded of the bus

instrumental 3 deny by the bus

singular indefinite forms

direct o3 dodl a bus
dative at3 Oomd to a bus
genitive ad Oov of a bus

instrumental 8 Onbs by a bus

plural forms

direct g busses
dative A30E0 to busses
genitive addoe of busses

instrumental D3O by busses

F o
',




D. culded the hotel (sometimes also spelled 630G,
the base for the indefinite fcrms =- see below.)

singular definite forms

direct [qusfalcles the hotel
" dative GarAlcle 9] to the hotel
genitive : ewided of the hotel

instrumental coidees by the hotel

singular indefinite forms

direct. ki falglatal a hotel
dative GHIOELHO to a hotel
genitive elorfRlgTAN of a hotel

instrumental (clutTRlGIat ot by a hotel

plural forms

direct cuiod hotels
dative oHAGRGIR to hotels
genitive sef0d0e of hotels

instrumental cwfOdEES by hotels

E. coed house

singular definite forms

direct fYOYete) the house
dative [ uTeteld) to the house
genitive c0ed of the house

instrumental c0weds by the house




Sinhala Structures SINHALA

singular ;;d%finite forms

direct clulelf a house
dative _ lloleel 1) to a house
genitive GOESH of a house

instrumental cOasHs by a house

plural forms

direct uteteldls] houses
dative c0e3OdEDE0 to houses
genitive OI{e19/41¢) of houses

instrumental oYt 2l kol by houses

The noun forms given above are representative ones, that is, the
rest of the nouns in Sinhala are declined like one of those given
above. All animate nouns show endings like ‘the gentleman', in
paradigm A. As for inanimate nouns, in order to know which one
of the remazining classes a particular noun belongs to, one must
know the direct definite singular form and the genitive definite
singular form. These forms vary according toc class. In order
to predict all the forms of a particular noun, one must know
these two forms and the direct plural form as well. Directions

for forming other forms from these basic ones are given below.

1.21 A nouns: nouns declined like dwzfown 'the gentleman'

7 Nouns belonging to the class illustrated by Do ,
‘:he gentleman', are all animate nouns. The following are
examples of nouns which belong to this particular class.

BDusmnu the gentleman

Bo® the younger sister

@3 the mother

Oy the man

10

bt
(]
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Important characteristics of A nouns

a. The genitive case ending is &d

b. The instrumental case ending is cos

iples of A nouns in sentences

Qudowm 53O wnd. The

g9 eoued QoD . Mother lives in Colombo.
mBmm dfed 90 ncndr. Father works for the government.

gothed ¢dm cmad B, Mother's elder brother went home.

Further information on the formation of A noun case forms appears
in 1.3.

1.22 B nouns: nouns declined like owmn 'the book'.

This class of inanimate nouns is the most important one
because it has the largest membership. One can usually assume that
a noun ending in & belongs to class B. Examples:

md the road

Comd Sri Lanka

¢ cO3m0d America

gdec the winnowing basket
80 the lamp

50 the mouth

Important characteristics of B nouns
a. The direct definite singular ends in ¢
b. The genitive definite singular ends in 9

¢. The instrumental definite singular ends in 039

11

b




dudnn @60 ¢ed3mmeds. The gentleman came from America.

i) @;35(35}” @9@$§§ I was born E’l_ Sri Lagika.

60 w3 wdesd pISO. This road goes to Kandy.

1.23 C nouns: nouns declined like @t 95 'the bus'.

Nouns which belong to this class end in 9» . Many words
from English have been borrowed into Sinhala as class C nouns.
The following Sinhala nouns belong to class C:

mE On the car
a@éséﬁﬁ 9l - the telephone
G% ¢l O» the photo

E@é 22 the elevator

Important characteristics of C nouns

a. The direct definite singular form ends in On.

b. The plural direct form can be formed from the direct definite
singular form by removing 95. Examples

@d O singular direct definite form

@d plural direct

¢. The instrumental definite singular ends in depy Example:
a3 dems by the bus
d. The genitive definite sincular ends in deg Example:

ad derd of the bus
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2g dond odln gedd &7 Can (you) go by bus?

B o8 Bewndr &7 Is there a flashlight?

dudowm co Ond D8 Hounth ¢? Do you have a ticket, sir?

1.24 D nouns: nouns declined like owidcd 'the hotel’

Important characteristics of D nouns

7 The direct definite singular form and the genitive definite
singular form of D nouns end in d . The dictionary entry form
given in () below is generally spelled with -g¢ , however.

esned (efoda) the answer

med  (mmeas) the time, period

86t (eBue) the table

Examples of D nouns in sentences

48 @ebd ewidscH. We came from the hotel.

emwd nvs MmEET 0 [RCO At paddy cutting time, women take

510 6OBInD. food to the field.

1.25 E nouns: nouns declined like o0qd 'the house'

In the direct definite singular, all E nouns end in ¢.
The following Sinhala nouns belong to class E:

el the house
cmed " Colombo
o8 the middle

0des the afternoon

14
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Important characteristics of E nouns

a. The direct definite singular and the genitive definite sin-
gular forms end in &.

b. The instrumental definite singular ends in @¥.

¢, The class has a
direct case endin

very limited membership. Most nouns with
ngs in ¢ belong to class B.

a E Jf E nouns ln gsentences

Dudom cugd @ilad &7 _ Is the gentleman in the house?
cwd B9 cmeld wad. - I am going to Colombo tomorrow.

THE RUVANVELI DAGABA FROM A DISTANCE WITH THE JETAVANARAMAYA
G? D

DAGABA (3rd CENTURY A.D.) TO THE RIGHT., FOREGROUND, THE NUWARA
WEWA, THE LARGEST TANK IN ANURADHAPURA (3000 ACRES).

Direct case forms may be singular indefinite, singular defi-
nite or plural. Thus, emp, 'the book', cwmossl, 'a book', and
ems, 'books', are all direct case f@rms.

15
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Subjects of verbs are in the direct case. For example:

Sy HEIHD . There is a road.

20 gded 5ddS. I live in Kandy.
mBon FENDD and. Father is going to India.

Rudow 168 ¢e2dmedd. The gentleman came from America.

Direct objects of verbs are also usually in the direct case.

Bndowm Gad ODvdh. The gentleman sends letters.

dudon 08 Ddnth. The gentleman is sending a letter.

St 35@ DOnDs . The gentleman is sending the letter.

L=

The direct definite singular form is the one a Sinhala gives
when asked for the translation of an English word. It is also
the form entered in dictionaries.

1.32 The dative case

The dative case ending is O . Dative case forms may be
singular definite, singular indefinite or plural. The dative
case in Sinhala most often translates the English 'to somewhere,
something or someone.' Thus, a dative case form is equatable
with what is sometimes called the indirect object. Examples:

2
)

ge83mDdd wndi. ’ I am going to America.

g8 ©d0 . I went to that village.

Y @
@ @

dE0 ©dC g¥m. I gave money to younger brother.

0050 nd. I am going to a village.

&)
LC]
(1

)
&

© cd¥fDE0 wnd. I am going to the chenas.

1.321 Use
Sometimes dative case forms translate into English as in-
direct objects, as in the examples above. Sometimes they equate
with other structures, as in the examples below.
16
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For instance, with the verb &5, 'want', the actor is in the
dative case. Examples:

20 2693mDD iy 8.

1

want to go to America.

20 308 Oof ass 8.

-

want to get a ticket.

Qudnwnd 68 ethdn Bm;. The gentleman wants to drink tea.

The actors in sentences with (1395 'can' and @ 'cannot', are
also in the dative case. Examples:

90 Bowe pmncHn yEdS. I can speak Sinhala.
90 @oG8 Buddn gEdS. I can read English.

Qudonwnd mE O ueos. The gentleman can drive cars.

BdRD @HEmdD wdlm gEds. Younger brother can go to India.

20 Bowe pmsdSss A, 1 cannot speak Sinhala.

Quinmd O nddn 3. The gentleman cannot work.

20850 ¢683mDO wdn ;. Younger sister cannot go to America.

The dative case form is used in construction with the verbs
980 and BHewmd 'be’', to produce the meaning 'have' or 'have to'.
Examples:

have money (lit., there is money

80 ©dE Bewnd.

3!

to me.) .

Qudomd Adecs qini. The gentleman has a dog (lit., there
: ) is a"dog to the gentleman).

With a dependent infinitive Fgum?, takes on the meaning 'have to'.
Examples:

=

90 euvsd uiln Bewnd . have to go home

I~

90 m8 devd ol Boewnds. have to go by car.
30 @ oy Bewdd. I have to buy rice.

Bednmd 90 5Svn Beund. The gentleman has to work.

(4%
MJ
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1.322 Formation of dative case forms

In the singular definite, the dative case ending is added
to the direct definite singular form. Thus, 66®cd + O = cloYete]d)

wd +0 = ms0 , gom + O = 3mO.
Thls rule aPplles to both an;maté and ;nanlmate nouns. The

-nouns is direct lndéflnlté s;ngular farm + ¢ e é

For animate nouns the formula is: direct indefinite singular
form + & + O.

Examples:
clolet)] a house GOESHO to a house
o\ Tel) a road S50 to a road
ocdees a dog 2lefclel ) to a dog
OBcwd a man OB cnnd to a man

In the plural the dative case ending is added to the plural stem.
For inanimate nouns the plural stem is identical with the genltlve
plural (see 1.3323). For example, OO0 + O = d@Ed

'to the vegetables' enesdADE + D = cnesdFDRD 'ta c%e houses'.
You can look at the formation of the dative plural of inanimate
nouns in another way: the ending Ped is added to the direct
plural form. Thus, 60sddE + DED = 60addADED ‘to the
houses', and so forth.

With animate nouns, the dative case ending is also added to the
plural stem. If the direct plural form ends in @ , the plural
stem is identical with the direct plural. Thus:

plural stem dative plural
BOGE DB 0 to the younger sisters
d8® B D to the younger brothers

1f the direct plural form of an animate noun ends in & , the stem
ends in g8 . If it ends in &, the stem ends in g7 .

Look at the examples below.

19
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direct plural | plural stem plural dative

Bwsnd: gentlemen dudnc:s Do -
nRec? chickens aacd HRCEHFO
emn@ecT boys en@es endes0
ddec] dogs A e

esemiaec] those people gsemdcs aSemAEcsO

The rules above will generate dative forms of all classes. Review
the sample paradigms and look at the dative case forms which
appear.

1,33 The genitive case
1.331 Use

Nouns in the genitive case often show possession. Examples:
2ed cwo. My book.
moimed &9. Father's daughter.

Moo ed St d. The gentlemen's job.

ethey pddy. The cover of the book.

c0gd G&A. The door of the house.

'on or in something'. Examples:

P9 1D added mdied. I work in the government.

dudnw ;0 mdded cwide

. The gentleman works in the hotel.

99 gded cagdn. I live in a house.

1.332 Formation of genitive gaéé forms

Definite singular forms of the genitive must be memorized.
For some classes of nouns they are predictable from the direct
singular form, and for other classes they are not.

)
o,
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1.332]1 Genitive definite singular forms.

In the genitive definite singular, class A nouns take the ending
e . This ending is added to the direct definite singular form.

Examples: :

direct definite singular genitive definite singular

Slilatolay gentleman Do ad
&0 daughter eded

o8 younger sister BB e

For nouns ending in e one cannot determine the class by looking
at the direct definite singular. Both B and E nouns have direct
definite singular forms in ¢ . If the noun is class E like clule]
'house', the genitive definite singular form is identical with

the direct. If the noun is class B like awmp 'the book', the
genitive definite singular ends in & , i.e., cmen.

For class C nouns like atJom 'the bus', the genitive definite

singular form is predictable. It ends in & r 1.e., 38 ez .
If the noun is class D like ewfded 'the hotel', the genitive
definite singular form is also predictable. It is identical
with the direct.

1.3322 Genitive indefinite singular f.ic:u;ms

For inanimate nouns the formula is indefinite direct form plus ¢.

direct indefinite genitive indefinite

Guos a book GtYDD of a book
6l dEws a hotel (] IS ) of a hotel
crness a house COESH of a house
(e Tol] a road 3D of a road

The formula for the genitive indefinite form of animate nouns is
indefinite direct form + gedd . Examples:

direct indefinite genitive indefinite

adecs a dog ddecned of a dog
emiecd a boy emdecned of a boy
lAclel~] a cat 7 deecned of a cat
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1.3323 Genitive plural forms
The formula for genitive plural forms of inanimate
nouns is direct plural form + dc . Examples:

direct plural genitive plural
UIele) vegetables OedEdE of vegetables
coled¢] houses 60&3DEDE of houses
ctfs chenas edsde of chenas

The formula for the genitive plural of animate nouns is pliral
stem (ef. 1.32) + 6d . Sometimes the plural stem is identica
with the direct plural (see 1.32). For instance, in the case of
direct plurals ending in & :

direct plural plural stem plural genitive
B8R younger sisters BB DO 667
g older brothers IAISTEH edoEaed

Often however, the plural stem is not identical with any case form.
For example:

direct plural - © plural stem plural genitive
Qusinc gentlemen Oodins s RlalataTelafelo]

adses : dogs ades acdcded

emdee? "~ boys emdcs emmdefed

With ¢ and & plurals, note above in 1.32 that the formula for
the plural stem is direct plural form, minus the final vowel plus
either &8 or gqff . If the direct plural ends in ¢ , add &3
for the stem; if it ends in & , add ¢ .

1.34 The instrumental case

1.341 Use

Instrumental case forms are generally translated into English as
'by, with or from something.' Appropriate translations vary.

(O
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® enidfcad Hw. I went by train.

)

68 @Q@Eﬁ udnds ded. Some of these goods are mine.

D ga6d ged3medd. He came from America.

1.342 Formation of instrumental case forms.

1.3421 Instrumental definite singular forms.

!

or inanimate nouns the instrumental forms end in either @F or O .
Examples:

definite singular: direct instrumental

Class B nouns emn book cmeny

]
]

Class C nouns 58 O» ca ;& Oeon

\m\
H

Class D nouns coet] table c8eud
Class E nouns emed house Jol=tets]
Look back at the sample paradigms given above in 1.2,

The formula for the instrumental definite singular form of animate
nouns is direct definite singular form plus 6&&n. Examples:

direct instrumental

Ben he Deneos
cllele] girl eoEeens

1.3422 Instrumental indefinite singular forms.

For inanimate nouns the formula is direct indefinite singular form

plus @¥ . Examples:

indefinite singular: direct instrumental

cthos a book GrInBs
eO&sH a house GO&SHY

For animate nouns the formula is direct indefinite singular form
plus ¢eod . Examples:

B

Ih
)

{
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direct indefinite singular instrumental indefinite singular
yeos a son §es.. 508
&GOs a daughtér &GIneOs

1.3423 1Instrumental plural forms

) With inanimate nouns the formula\ for the instrumental
plural is plural direct form + 58 . Ex3mples:

direct plural instrumental plural
60esdd houses | 60esdEdEs
ey books } Gt FOES
clusza) chenas cyFOEH

The formula for the instrumental plural of animate nouns is ¢
stem + cos . Examples:

direct plural plural stem  instrumental plural
Cluleitolef] gentlemen Qlolatolerss] RlolsteTelfatclii
BB younger sisters  pods DB 6OS

1.4 Definite and indefinite forms of the noun

Definiteness and indefiniteness are marked only in the singular
The definite forms such as wd, 'road', @3 d% ‘'bus', and BoE
'plow’', may be translated as rgaa bus, plow' or 'the road, the

bus, the plow'. 1Indefinite forms such as wdsd , 3d O98 , and
HGCS + are best translated as 'a road, a bus, a plow’

The direct indefinite of inanimate nouns ends in ¢ . Examples:

dlrect 1ndef1n1te farm

GO&ss - a house
®© O a village
3o a country

The direct indefinite of animate nouns ends in o . Examples:

25
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dire;ﬁ,indéfiniterfarm

ddees a dog
yeost a son
Formulasfor the formation of all definite and indefinite case

forms have appeared in 1.3.

1.5 Animate and inanimate nouns: agreement

As previously noted in 1.2, animate nouns are declined
differently than those which are inanimate. There are also
differences in agreement, some of which are given below.

1.51 Bewsnd and oFndh 'be’.
Examples:
O3E® oD . There are younger brothers.
;8 Sewund. There are cars.
The verbs B&cwnd and @99 both mean 'be'. Forms of the verb

Bewndy may only be used with subjects which are inanimate.
REDD is used only with animate subjects.

1.52 Animate and inanimate nouns and quantity,

There are animate numerals and inanimate numerals. Animate
numerals either modify or are substituted for animate nouns.
Inanimate numerals either modify or are substituted for inanimate
nouns. Examples:

m

dudind: g eqend gFnds. There are three gentlemen.
mS god Beand. There are three cars.
98 cgend @Fnd. There are three (animate)

ool Hewnd, There are three (inanimate).

29
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Blalsitalclalag a gentleman cHads a house

X

dudnd ecens gentlemen enesdd ceng 2 houses

dodnd: oy ceens 3 gentlemen  ,q.40d gpd 3 houses

v

dusps: ©os caens gentlemen cneddE wnds 4 houses
Dudnd: vl G&ens 5 gentlemen cmeddd vud 5 houses

dudnd: v GEGHE 6 gentlemen cm&dO3E nas 6 houses

other numeral forms appear in 6.

ENTRANCE TO DAMBULLA ROCK TEMPLES

Q

ERIC
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2.1 Basic classes. Sinhala verbs fall into three main classes:
1. Verbs with a stem vowel &. Example: o terotas) ‘cut!
2. Verbs with a stem vowel ®. Example: D60 "fall!
3. Verbs with a stem vowel @. Example: A 'bind'

The verb forms given above are simple present tense forms. The
simple present tense form is the one entered in most Sinhala
dictionaries.

The formula for the stem of a Sinhala verb is simple present tense
form minus »® . The vowel on the end of this stem is called the
stem vowel. For most verbs all forms are predictable once the
stem vowel is known although there is a small list of "irregular
verbs" (which regrettably for the learner are those of highest

frequency). The first vowel in the stem is called the root vowel.
Make a note of the stem and root vowels in the verb forms given
above.
2.2 Present tense forms
2.21 The 51mple present tense or »™ form. Examples:

90 eoed g@@g. I am going home.

o¢ wods Bewnd. There are four stones.

93 cdmd dods. Younger brother is coming in this

direction,
a3 38 cond. Mother cooks rice.

edended Qudnw Gowe cudnndh. The schoolmaster teaches Sinhala.

2.22 The emphatic present tense or =esd form.

99 uded 6vwed. It is home that I am going.
20 p¥es 3. It is meat that I am eating.
oes emed &7 Where are (you) going?
5oes cthndr &7 What are (you) doing?

29
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Both the »% and the sed forms are present tense forms. Usually
the use of the s68 form means that some item other than the verb
in the sentence is singled out for emphasis. Examples:

a., nresid:® g0 adnt. The office opens at 8:00.
b. o8enisd gdsecd @dd. It is at 8:00 that the office
opens.

a. 9o »dc quy O, He is coming back in the evening.

b. Ow givy Odcd wdo. It is in the evening that he is
) coming back.

In the "b" sentences above, the words 00 and ®»9t5 are singled

out for emphasis. In the "a" sentences no particular item is
singied out for emphasis.

2.23 The question marker and present tense forms

The question marker ¢ may follow the »® form of the verb,
Examples:

Bodom cved and &7 Is the gentleman going home?
25d end &7 Are (you) drinking water?
3@ Beund &7 Is there money?

But the question mark- never follows the siesl form of the verb.

It always goes after suwe other item in the sentence, usually the

emphasized one. Examples?

D cangd OF6H vdo &7 Is it in the evening that he is
coming home?

sxendc:d Duses gl &7 Is it at 8:00 that the office
closes?

O cthdes Do &7 Is it water that he is drinking?

31
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Negatives with the present tense.

The negative of »d .

Affirmative

Negative

Affirmative

08 .

8 ey m:.

Dwsing anis.

I drink.

I don't drink.

The gentleman goes.

Negative o oFfes 5. The gentleman doasn't go.

Affirmative 30 IS 5. I eat eggs.

(1

3
Nega+ive 99 @8s5d ader »:. don't eat eggs.

Affirmative 09 9D pdnd. I work.
Negative 30 O pdden . I don't work.

Two

The formula for negating the % form is ged form + p; .
'be"

exceptions are the verbs Sewnp®h 'be' (inanimate) and qgfnd;
(animate). Their negative forms are simply ;.

2.242 Negating emphatic sentences with e»e®3 'is not'.

It is to the store that I am
going.

Affirmative 80 odesd 5edo.

It is not to the store that I
am going.

99 wderd 5680

Negative
coeod.

Affirmative 39 gdled I live in America.
Negative 29 gﬁ@ﬁ
gcO3med enedd.

It is not in America that I live.

Affirmative 09 chdey Ond. It is water that I drink.
Negative 0920 eMnded Dyd It is not water that I drink.
6nedd.

affirmative 89 asfed 3n4. It is eggs that I eat.
90 nfer Adnds It is not eggs that I eat.

Negative
5603,

L

L

s
]




In emphatic.sentences such as the ones above, the item singled out
for emphasis follows the verb., This type of sentence is negated
by adding 6»6dd,'is not/are not', after the emphasized item.

2.25 Negative/interrogative sentences.

Sentences with &»ed®3, 'is not/are not' may be made interrogative
by adding the gquestion marker ¢ in sentence final position.
Sentences with »; such as those in 2.241 are also negated with
the question marker & . m plus ¢ becomes mfe . Examples:

Ontlos wdled 1. The gentleman doesn't go.

dnsngm osed »de? Doesn't the gentleman go?

]

08 DD ndTes i I don't work.

90 D ncves 887 Don't I work?

2.26 Present forms with guestion words.

Question words such as ¢, 'what',e®, 'what', coned , where',
and others occur in sentences with the #ed form of the verb. With
the exception of gi@ , 'why', which stands alone, these words are
immediately followed by the question marker & . Examples:

Do oFfes emem® &7

eoimm s pSTes ctnd &7
I50 Bofesd cdinde (=cdwdd &)7?
Dudnm fog Budes o®inea?

718 ofer, Dodvn?

endm Dudow emed & @ded?

When present

question words they take the shape

Examples:

g8 aed mded?/wded mfed
cne?
e & péTes mSed?

How are you going, sir?
What are you doing, madam?
What do you call that?
Why do you sing, sir?

Why are you going, sir?

Where are you living, madam?

verbs in the negative occur in construction with

-85 form plus woifcd,

Why don't you go?

What aren't you doing?



2.27 The emphatic negative form

The d6¥ form plus :868 which has appeared above with guestion
words is an emphatic negative form of the verb. Compare:

99 udes metd. It is to the store that I am
going.

99 ufer mfed me0O It is not to the store that I
am going.

pieoddD ¢dfes oo, It is at 8:00 that the office
opens.

pEendds:d ¢dfes midesd 0. It is not at 8:00 that the office
opens.

See section 2.242 for sentences which although different in
structure from those above are roughly similar in meaning.

2.28 Rapid speech forms

Before a following »: and some other negative forms based on it
such as mded , thesfed form of the verb becomes s in rapid speech.
Examples:

Optimal signal O D) nSwed ;. He doesn't work.

Rapid speech B D) ST . He doesn't work.

form

Optimal signal O wded nfed cHpme? Why doesn't he go?

Rapid speech O od mded eiveg? Why doesn't he go?
form
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2.29

This thing is mine./ That

bread. Equational

is a loaf

(s}

sentences.
Sentences of the form x is y
e8n Bdad.
¢S oy sofas,
m& 9o egd.
580 eme Ipg &7

2.2391 Negation

When the word in the "y"

with o . Examples:
mE oo 238 .
00 oG8 .

When the word in the
with 69693 . Examples.

28 ;s colus 6pcdd.

nSua eme dng 63694,

B

6om Sed ensd

The

lack verbs in Sinhala.

slot is an adjective,

"y" slot i

present verbal adjective or » fo

Examples.
This thing is mine.
That is a loaf of bread.

The car is new.

LN ]

Is the shirt a good one

it is negated

The car is not new.

The work 1s not easy.

a noun or pronoun, it is negated

That is not a loaf of bread.
The shirt is not a good one.

This thing is not mine.

or » form

£ the » form

o]

2.31 Use

The » form precedes the noun it modifies.

non 6@

266DEHD 06 .

99 Budp e

Examples:

Sinhala learning children (or
children who are learning Sinhala)

The book I am readinc

36
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@00 5dn DiO. The work which the government is
doing.

Note that constructions with the present verbal adjective often
equate with English relative clauses.

i

2.32 Formation of the p form

The 5 form is made up of the verb stem + p» . Examples:

simple present form verb stem 5 form

35 go 3 - %3,

GO drink e - cho

2.33 Forms based on the present verbal adjective

2.331 The gmd ; 'when', form,
2.3311 Use.

The emd form is used to convey the meaning 'When (I) am doing
something.' The action in the emd clause is simultaneous with
the action in the main clause, Examples:

99 ged 50 omemd, vInS I read the papers when I am
Bt . eating breakfast,

90 mBemd, tog Buvd. When I bathe, I sing.

2.3312 Formation of the emO form.

The emdO form is made up of the present verbal adjective plus GmO.

37
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present verbal adjective

&}

2.332 The »d 'till' form.

2.3321 Use

emd form

go At Ye)- 13
drink Ghoes20

cut 5uHesnd

=
B

fry 5GmO

The »8¥ form is used to convey the meaning 'until such an action

happens. ' Examples.

g0 edopnd, 99 DY ndFns.

dwdowm Ovod, gIn.

29 DD QDS ndénpy, D
DBecs .

I1'1ll work until (it becomes) 8:00,
if you like.

Stay till the gentleman comes.

He isn't coming till I finish the

2.3322 Formation of the »% form.

The 8 form is made up of the present verbal adjective plus %

Examples:

present verbal adjective

[clat)
(5.
OB
ndn

2.3333 Stylistic variation

o3 form

become cDnns
go Aanns
come Dnns

do noanos

There is a ®¢ form which is a variant of the &% form. Example:

D dood, qin.

Wait till he comes,.

38
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2.333 The present verbal adjective with Btw , 'because'.

ol

2.3331 Use

The present verbal adjective occurs in construction with Bx
'because', and has the meaning 'because (subject) does such and
such. ' Examples:

D D) pdSn Bem. Because he is working.

Dudnm on Ben. Because the gentleman is going.

D]

@

)8 £l D© DD By, Because I am eating breakfast.

'

4

98 wd A%» Btn, & om 3. I can't go now because I am measuring
the rice.

09 towe geenedy B, I can't come now because I am
O85n @s. studying Sinhala.

2.3332 Related negative forms

The negative aéﬁjectival form is®»® . Negative present verbs which

appear before Bth take the form #ed form plus m® . Examples:
99 up Btu. Because I am going.

99 aes mb BHtn. Because I am not going.

99 m@ 98 Bem. Because I am measuring the rice.

99 m@ OBF6er 55 BHen. Because I am not measuring the rice.

2.3333 Dialect and stylistic variation

Another word meaning 'because' is®%¢. It occurs in the same
types of constructions as ot .

2.4 Past tense forms

2.41 The simple past tense form

Present 90 D1 pSpD . I work
Past 00 0D endih. I worked

39
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Present 99 towe @sEBOTH. I am learning Sinhala.
Past 90 Bowe qeenndm . I learned Sinhala.
The simple past tense form of the verb expresses completed action.
It fills slots which are similar to those filled by the simple

present tense, or @ form, i.e., it usually goes at the end of
a sentence and it may be followed by the question marker ¢ .

2.42 The emphatic past tense form

Emphatic present 89 »ses &3, It is meat that I am eating.

Emphatic past 99 ped 3. It was meat that I ate.

Emphatic present offed emed ¢? Where are you going?
Emphatic past ©ed emed ¢? Where did you go?
The emphatic past tense form also expresses completed action.
Like the emphatic present form, it is used when some item other
than the verb in the sentence is singled out for emphasis. It is

also used with question words. It is not followed directly by
the question marker ¢ . '

2.43 Predicting the simple past tense form from the sth form.

Step 1: Remove the » suffix. This leaves the verb stem.

For example:

gimple present tense form verb stem

DU cut mes=
505D break 58~

60 0nth pound emd-
5 GUHD get cut DGO~
57605 get broken oA
D00 fall ;60—

40 1
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SINHALA

simple present tense form
' End bind
AZnta fry

If the r - vowel is

1)
o
o

¢

If the vowel is @

If the root vowel is @
8

If the root vowel is

If the root vowel

Cr

-
0

Oy

9

If the root vowel is q;, : O

it. For example:

g2

basic stem

5o- cut

get

code-
bark

a46-

D=
Look at the stem vowel.

Step 3:
e Verbs with

remove it and add ¢, 7
If the stem vowel is @ , remove it
vowel O are class 2 verbs. If the
double the preceding consonant and
@ are class 3 verbs. Examples:

simple present tense form

»ound
505
GEa Onth

42

‘break

pound

wash

scratch

break

pound

stem

change it

change it to

change to

change it to

to

change

1 3] m\

change it to

+ % , @ + or &, do not change

altered stem

D=
mzt)-
cut oyls=

en0O-

ctle -

s~

o=

If the stem vowel is ¢ ,
stem vowel g are class 1 verbs.
and add ¢m. Verbs with stem

stem vowel is @ , remove it,
add q1. Verbs with stem vowel

simple past tense form

17819
Ezgﬁ
amga

11
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simple present tense form

AcH D bark
cofend wash

2. oeund get cut
D1eOnds fall

3. REp fry
@D climb
58050 get up

OBnth measure

2.44 Irregular past tense verb forms

There is a small list of verbs for

simple past tense form

AlaT13Y
lep /=13,
DLy
0 gQm»
A&
B6len
250
Srdlmn

which some forms are

irregular. Below is a list of high frequency verbs with

irregular past tense forms.

simple present tense form

QEH be (animate)

Beund be (inanimate)

cOnD become

535D : do

c&nt give

O5H D get

s go

Onth come

eanDs bring

55 eat

G drink

&350 put, place
43

simple past tense form

ST
B
&
clolei1d;)
&5l
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simple present tense form simple past tense form
, mod bathe 51
mnd smear @z
0 plow 02D

2.45 Predicting the emphatic past tense form from the simple past
tense form B o B T

7 The formula for deriving the emphatic past tense form from
the simple past form is: replace final ® with . Examples:

simple past form emphatic past form

T Yel13) do ey e 4c3)
B3 be Baed
oy cut a0

578 break AT

2,46 Negative and interrogative past tense forms

The negative and interrogative forms of the simple and emphatic
past parallel those of the present. These forms are illustrated
below. :

simple dudng gdd @ds. The gentleman came at 8:00.

emphatic duwdsm gi68 ¢dD. It was at 8:00 that the gentleman
came.

simple/ Qodfowm @00 §168 ;. The gentleman didn't come at 8:00.
neq. 7 , )
emphatic/ Bu0dowm @68 mded ¢dD. It wasn't at 8:00 that the gentle-
neg. man came.

simple/? Owdnwm 00 g &7 Did the gentleman come at 8:00?

emphatic/? udnwm qed 00 &? Was it at 8:00 that the gentleman
came?

46



simple/ oo @dd ¢;s§ Didn't the gentleman come at £2:007?
neg./? e de?
emphatic/ dwdnm ¢i6d mfed Wasn't it at 8:00 that the gentleman
neg./? edd &7 came?
2.47 Dialect variation
Alternant past tense forms of three common verbs appear below.
simple present A simple past B simple past "’
qunds ask g g1tz
Ol tad hit O] @000
Dwnd: close Dugts Dyt 50

Both variants may be heard in the speech of educated speakers,
although variant A is preferable.

Most other variants of past tense forms are non-standard. They
include Qi for 8% , 'drank', B53® ,for E@E}: ; 'was', and others.
In some areas of the Kandyan h;ghlands the past tensas of all
Class 1 verbs conform to a pattern other than the one which has
been set out above and show no vowel change from present to past.
Since these forms are low prestige forms, however, they occur
infrequently in conversations with non-native speakers.

(3%

.48 Forms based on the past tense: the past verbal adjective.

[n]
e

.481 Us

[i1]

The past verbal adjective occurs in constructions which are sim-
ilar to those in which the present verbal adjective occurs.
It precedes the noun it modifies. Examples:

90 ci@p den On . The visa I obtained.
00 qugn o, - The village where I was born.

oif)s §090. Broken pots.

2.482 Formation of the past verbal adjective form.

The past verbal adjective is formed by replacing final@ of
the simple past tense form with g . Examples:
47
A4
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simple past form past verbal adjective

B go B
L 19H) come ]3]
A see R0

DB get QAL
) broken

Ade fry 0} Jef

2.483 The past verbal adjective with 5w , 'because'.

Like the present verbal adjective the past verbal adjective
occurs in constructions with ®®% , 'because'. Examples:

Dudom Bw BHea. Because the gentleman went.
o9 300 mfO Hew. Because I broke the pots.

99 qed3med qugn B, Because I was born in America.

Examples of past tense negative forms with Btw are given below.

dudowm BHed 5B Htn. Because the gentleman didn't go.

99 300 ouf)ed b BHex. Because I didn't break the pots.

99 ¢ed8med qQugey m;B Hen. Because I wasn't born in America.

Note: There are some other Sinhala verb forms which are derived
from the past but which are not discussed in this section. They
include the 'when' form and the 'even if' forms which are taken
up in sections 2.8 and 2.9.
2.5 The Infinitive Form

2,51 Use

2.511 The infinitive form is used as the request form:
QOB . Please sit down.
COes By, Please go home.

5:0 HBED. Please eat,
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Request forms are negated by adding the word owm .
m008n O, You shouldn't shout.
GOES By D, Please don't go home.

098 e’y Owm. Don't drink the water.

2.512 Infinitives may be the objects of other verbs:

00 mys Wad. I am going to bathe,

=

90 0 v8n» OO, am coming to eat,

‘Hw

00 m:® by Op: ;. don't want to eat.

Ond chdm Q. Can't drink water.
2.513 When the infinitive is followed by the question marker ¢ ,
it has the meaning "Should (I) do something?."

99 cdewd Fudp &? Should I write like this?

end wury &7 Should I go tomorrow?

2.52 Formation of the Infinitive Form

The formula for the infinitive form is verb stem plus #» . Some
dialects have variants with #0 and 0 . Examples:

Verb stem Infinitive

- go o8y (oD, o5d)
- come o (98, OF0)
H— eat o5n (559, »50)
66— bring edss (cdD, oddd)
oY give cedy (eedd, zedd)
53— cut v (pudd, »esd)
56— do 065 (5680, nSHO)

emd pound : eonOsn  (emlHD, emosd)
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o9 odE & 28 ofm. Having given the money, I got the
T goods. ( gave the money and got
the goods)

568 doe JacE pdS Bew. Having closed the shop, the
B shopkeeper went to Kandy. (The
shopkeeper closed the shop and went
to Kandy)

In English, events are often sequenced with and. For example:
I went and got it.
He took a bath and went to bed.
I am going to the store and buy some fruit.
Flour the fish and fry it.
It is also égssible to say
Having gone, I got it.
Having taken a bath, I went to bed.
Having gone to the store, I'll buy some fruit.
Having floured the fish, fry it.
Although the second renditions are less frequent in American English
and may seem somewhat awkward, they literally translate the forms
which appear in Sinhala. In Sinhala sometimes several events are
sequenced in this fashion. For example:
A9 mE, mE, 60es &8de, Having eaten, having bathed, having
Besass B, ' gone home, I went to bed. (I ate,
' bathed, went home and went to bed)
This "having" form is called the participle. The participle may

also be joined with forms of the verb Heun® 'be', to form perfect

tenses. For example:
90 ¥ Ipvle &m@ Dewdd. I have seen that movie.

dn 3608mdD BBE Hewnd. He has gone to America.

99 8 Dpode cive By . I had seen that movie.

dn ¢c03mdD BBY Ham . He had gone to America.

n
L
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2.611 Perfect forms

2.6111 Present perfect forms

The participle plus Bewsth , 'be', has the meaning 'have done
something.' Examples:

CR) ¢@é§méa 883 Bewsbs. I have gone to America.

99 #3 A8 mE Beunt. I have eaten milk rice.

o g

ave written two books.

89 cwd eeps Bo Bowsd. I

These forms are present perfect forms.

2.6112 Past perfect forms

The participle plus 5@m , 'be(past)', has the meaning 'had
done something.' Examples:

jm
W
o

99 qeddmdD B8 DA . I 1 gone to America.

09 B3 OF mE DA . I | eaten milk rice.

09 emd eopd Gum DM . I had written two books.

These forms are past perfect forms.

2,612 The participle alone as a finite verb.

Sometimes the participle stands alone as the finite verb. It
has a perfect sense and occurs primarily with third person

oBeodsD ¥ 163 . The office has opened now.

oo BFenIGd & Do . The post office has closed now.

2.613 Negative, interrogative and gmphaticrgagms with the

erfect.

Perfect forms may be made negative, interrogative, negative/
interrogative and emphatic by applying the appropriate formulas
(outlined in 2.1 and 2.3) to the auxiliary ©Bews®y , 'be'. No
change is made in the participle.-

53
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2.614 Durative and continuous forms with the participle.

With animate subjects the participle combines with forms of the
verb @5t , 'be', to make forms which are durative (and sometimes
continuous) in medning. For example:

09 Awyer @Eivd. I'm married. (I'm married now and
I continue to be.)

99 emed vdd 6dDm BHOw. I was residing in Colombo. (I 7
started living there and continued
to do so for some time.)

Dot cm d@enn QBH. Look at (in the direction of) the
' gentleman. (Start doing it and
keep on doing it,)

KANDY LAKE WITH TEMPLE OF THE TOOTH IN DISTANCE

2.62 Formation of the participle.

2.621 Class 1 verbs

.The formula for the participle for class 1 verbs is verb stem
plus (. Examples.

simple present verb stem
BB cut ny

AEH see e
54 —
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simple present verb stem

0ED make ne 0EE
Eanth cook &a &A@

0o run &0 50®

iy

2.622 Class 2 verb

The formula for the participle for class 2 verbs is verb stem
minus © plus g@ .

simple present verb stem participle

5GOnD get cut D6 B
o cDnd get broken 516D BB
[ fcTe? 1o understand o fcYe) elofels))
D160 fall D160 99

2.623 Class 3 verbs

The formula for the participle for class 3 verbs is altered verb
stem minus @ plus g .

verb stem participle

OB measure %] oI le)

-

DEn fry OIS Rl fele:]

-~

925D brush & O

2.624 Participle forms of irregular verbs

The participle forms of the high frequency irregular verbs
which appeared in 2.44 are given below. Note that not all the
forms below are irregular.

Qs be (animate)

Beanth be (inanimate)

55
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simple present

GO become ed@
53SHh do lele

et give e

o get B Tot.3f

05D go G8cdm (G84)
Dot come 293z (@ds)
ednis bring comde (cond)
55D eat M

e od drink Rls)

I put, place =164

e smear I

mth plow m@

M50 bathe 16

2.7 The 3y form or participial §dja§§ive

2.71 Use
Like the other adjectival forms derived from verbs which have been

discussed previously in Sinhala Structures, they form modifies
a preceding noun. Examples: )

GORY wey 6ned The house (which has been) made
— with wood. -

ey 0d Fried meat; meat which has been

02 vy wd. ' The rice I have measured.

bglﬁ@i) Gl The trees which have been cut.

56
50




Like the other adjectives, the Yy form occurs in construction with
Bty , 'because'. Examples:

D 6med wey Hen. Because he has built the house.

——

382 mad vy Hen. Because mother has measured the
— rice. -

The formula for the negative of the above forms is participle
plus 5 .
D GOES wER DD Hew. Because he hasn't built the
- = house.

285 m@ S nd Hen, Because mother hasn't measured
~ - the rice. -

The participial adjective also figures in the formation of a
'when' form which is discussed below in 2.8

2.72 Formation

2.721 Class 1 verbs.

The formula for the 3 form of Class 1 verbs is: participle
form minus @ plus gy . Examples:

participle g form

BOEY cut DY
5O break 5Oy

weEE make, 06y
build

ACE see Acy
2.722 Class 2 verbs.

The formula for the 4y form of Class 2 verbs is: participle
form minus @ plus 8® . Examples:

participle * 4 form

2:9e | fall 9980

BB get cut 55890

Al get broken 5580
57
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2.723 Class 3 verbs.

The formula for the g form of Class 3 verbs is:

minus @ plus Examples:

S

i,

articiple

BiOEs
Dr&es
v measure
B1ee brush

2.724 Irregular verbs

y form

OHOL]
ey
Oy

7743

participle form

8 forms for the high frequency verbs which show irreqularities

in numerous forms are given below.

simple present form

QT

Bewnds

GO become
5D do
e |
o5
a5 go
o5 come
celnd bring
55D eat
chnth drink
&5 put, place
0:}219) smear
0I5 plow

M bathe

be (animate)

be ( inéﬂimate)

oy
e,

form

80y
5360
R

cOMY
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2.8 The 'when' forms

2.81 Use

One 'when' form, the em0 form has been discussed above in
2,331, It contrasts in meaning with another 'when' form, the
® form. Examples:

a 99 688 ewfenemd, wds m:dOD When I wash clothes, I use soap.
5SH .
b 29 682 edgh®, g S5 cdsh. When I wash clothes (that is,
after I have done so), my hands

get red.
C 99 EomdD unemd, quldudlspeds When I go to Sri Lanka, I'll go
amth. by airplane.
d 99 pemdd Bnd, 51832 When I go to Sri Lanka, I'll work
cemEncdsnyed aza nSH . for the Department of Agriculture.

With ® forms of the verb, the action in the 'when' clause
precedes the action in the second clause. For example, in
sentence a above, 'When I wash clothes, my hands get red', the
meaning is that the hands do not get red until after the cléthes
are washed. By contrast in sentence b, 'When I wash clothes,

I use soap', the actions are simultaneous, that is, soap is
being used ln the process of washing the clothes. Hence the

emmd form is appropriate in the 'when' clause (see section 2.331
for a detailed discussion).

2.82 Formation of the ® form.

The formula for the ® form is simple past tense form plus ® .

simple past ® form
®Hen go Ben®
g1 come g d
O/ fry Qrdead
oD cut o7 d
GBS do I Te123:10)
60
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2.83 Dialect variation

In the speech of some speakers the formula for the ® form is as
follows: past verbal adjective plus w® . Examples:

past verbal adjective g ” ® form

B go Beatd
19 come 71dud
580 break oE)0nd
D150 cut D0wd
GBSO do Sioleltalole]

2.84 An _dditional 'when' form.

An additional 'when' form is built on the participial adjective

d it differs little in meaning from the ® forms described above.
e fg;mula for this form is: participial adjective ( gy form)

us ®Y,

participial adjective ( gy) form. derived ® form.

724 come gatyod

53 do Iolefalale)

Ay fry A gqed

2.9 The 'if' forms

There are a number of forms and constructions in Sinhala which
equate with the English 'if (I) do something.' Two types of
equivalents are discussed below.

2,91 A conditional form of the verb.

cwd Difeensd, qud If i
e GRIBHSID0 vl @z, to P

O ot
H
i
"
jn
1

, T
o]
=
Q
H
H
Q
g
g
m
0
i1}
o

t
O}
Q
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B 68 5:® mwedd, godu edndh. If you were to eat this food,
you would become sick.

The 'if' forms in the sentences above are conditional forms of
the verb.

EE
i
H._l\

The formula for the conditional form of the verb is:
past form minus g plus &7 . Examples:

simple past conditional

Ben go Hemd

e 1 come ek T
GESIEh do endcthd
Oaite)] take afcms

Another conditional form based on the present stem occurs in
Sinhala, but it i=2 not illustrated in General Conversation because
it seems to be of low frequency in speech and therefore of minor
importance. The formula for this form is present stem plus ¢mg ,
For example, 88 ovems , 'if I go.'

2.92 Basic forms of the verb plus »3 , 'if'.

The English 'If (I) (am) doing som

lething', may be exXpressed by a
present form plus »d, 'if', Examples:

M

en@ cod ped Beandh »d, If there are coconuts in the shop,
90 DD, tell me.

g8 emed  3pd 58, 99 m& If we go to Colombo, I'll drive
O DedEnd. the car, if you like.

Past forms with »8 are not semantically parallel to those of the
present. They usually have the meaning 'If (I) had done something'.
Examples: )

cn@ oof el BEm 8, 9 I1f there had been coconuts in the
508 oded vr. shop, I wouldn't be going to Kandy.

a8 omed G »0, O 58 O If we had gone to Colombo, I would
derdh . have driven the car.
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2.10 The 'even if' form

590 65 oo Ve g, O Even if you prepare a plain tea
ehderd »m,. (for him), he will not drink. it.

097000 839 090d, O 80 Even if I send him letters, he will
oGC e&¥ed ;. not give me the money.

09 pwd od o5 wam gisd, Even though I prepared a plain tea

D 3868 ®;. (for him), he would not drink it.
089 Dm0 Eg@ 0994, d» ©0 Even though I sent him letters,
ode g¥e8 »:. he would not give me the money.
Examples of the 'even if' form of the verb appear above. The
formula for the 'even if' form is simple past tense form minus
® plus §F .

2.11 The 'although' construction.

Examples of the 'although' construction which is very common in
most normal communication appear below. The formula for the
although construction is: simple past tense form of the verb
plus O plus 6&o» ¢ . e™H & , however, may be omitted.

O gdenfed Hmd e® &, Om  Although he goes to school, he
@08 Qeeveses ;. doesn't learn English.

03 0 6eD wemD ety &, Although six people became ill,
5ct08 D568 B no one died.

Note that the tense of the entire sentence is determined by that
of the main clause.

2.12 First person verb forms

2.12.1 The 8 form.

The 3 form occurs only with first person subjects. It has

a co iltative meaning in that it announces ‘an intention of per-
forming an activity and at the same time requests leave to do so.
For example:

99 dudownd Busdnd. I'll tell the gentleman, if you
like.

The addressee generally responds as follows:

64
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John 02 Pwdomd Surns. I'll tell the gentleman, if you
like.

Mary. cmed. OmO Sors. Good. Tell him.

The formula for the formation of the =58 form is verb stem plus
o Yo Examples:

simple present verb stem form

ants go 3 O5nd
Oms come D IS
Banda tell Bes Barn®
BSH do 5S 5SEHS
2.12.2 The § form
Whereas the #»8 form may occur with first person singular or
first person plural subjects, the § form occurs only wit the
first person plural. It has the meaning 'lets do something, '
The subject (@8 , 'we') may be stated or understood. Examples:
Igvled desn ©f. Let's go see a movie.
cesd 50 ny. Let's eat breakfast.
It may precede the question marker e .
og &7 Should we go?
58 &? Should we eat?
The formula for the negative is em plus a stem form of the
participle plus ' + 'let's stay/be.' The literal translation

is 'not having done something, let's (just) be.' &8 is the
8 form of 9D, 'be.' It is irregular. Examples:

[as)

8 emdm &y, Let's not see.

emm Q&Y. Let's not eat .

23
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simple present verb stem

£

1]

rm

The formula for the § form is: verb stem plus § . Examples:
2]

[a}12;] go g g

e see ac ey

31 eat B g
Two irregular forms appear below.

simple present § form

®F5 D take, get ®0§

REB5D: be &g

2.13

H
oy

|

e & form

The & form appears with second and third person subjects, usu-

ally with the latter, and has the meaning '(he) is likely to do
something.' Examples:

PDudom ©de 3. The gentleman is likely to come
in the evening.

D ced dnd od, He is likely to go to the show.

The negative of the & form is similar to the negative § form. The
formula is G™ plus a stem form of the partic;gle plus

1gE8 , 'likely to stay, be.' @83 is the & form of @Fnds
'be'. Its form is irregular. Examples:

dn Oo emdm @ES. He is not likely to see it.

den 6rdns &G, Je is not likely to go.

The @ form may precede the guestion marker & .

The formula for the 3 form is: verb stem plus 3 . Examples:
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8l

simple present verb stem form

(39
%]

und go e

Iy
{3%)]

05 some D

&
O
{30

o letola) do og

=3

Bamnts say B

2]
(3]

QED D be [irregular form] &3

Thed form has a dialect variant with § . The rules for forming it

are different, and it does not appear to be very common. Hence it
is not taken up here.

2.14 Special verbs

2.14.1 @53 , 'like'.

99 68 DD mPRE.

[

like this country.

29 68 Oc2EdE0 85 . I don't like these vegetables.
e cohely oyd5 &7 Do (you) like to drink tea?
80 Qeenesy 595 &7 Do (you) like to study Sinhala?

The word =53 means ‘like or like to'. The actor is in the

direct case., If there is an object, it is in the dative case,

i.e.,

90 OaDEDED mE5a. I like vegetables.

An infinitive may also be the object of 83 , i.e.,

85 mpd O ed chdy m:P5 b;. He doesn't like to drink tea
without sugar.

Sentences with 5953 may be made interrogative by adding &-
Thej may be made negative by adding »:.

553 may be made past by adding gm .

67
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2.14.2 uyed® , 'can', and @, 'cannot'.

JeP8 , 'can’ and @ , ‘'‘can't', take actors in the dative case.
Brampl
Examples:

00 emed ity yEds. I can go to Colombo.
90 YOnSED 1yEdS. I can work.

9D B MBS 4eds. I can speak Sinhala.

00 6wed wiln 9. 1 can't go home.

The gentleman can't speak

dornmd Bowe ombsTn 9.
Jon0 towe smoddn ;. Sinhala.

5@35 normally occurs in sentence final pDSltlij, as above, but
Yedd may also occur there with no change in meaning.

4ed8 andd; usually occur with a dependent infinitive. Examples:

dnd mly yEdH. He can plow.
B0 vns Badds YyEds . The gentleman can read the papers.
ceTsr Dudomd cImd A5y ;. The lady can't come here.

Sentences with 5@@@ and @; may be made interrogative by adding.
& . Before ¢, Yypd8 changes to y3ds and @; to 38 . Examples:

Dodpnd vdnd Budds yEdd 7  Can you read the papers, sir?

momd G&HEmO gnd O Can't you come before 12:00,

A8 &? father?
Sentences with mam and @ may be made past by adding em , the
past form of 6On ; 'become.’ Examples:

G @34 90 Op yEdF e, I was ahle to come last Sunday.

20 23 emed gudn A3 em. I was not able to cook the meat

well,
69
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2.14.3 dm; , 'want'.

B»: , 'want', takes an actor in the dative case. Examples:

20 emmdpBlo wdlud offm Pp:. I want to go to Colpetty junction.

-

00 oo €93 Bor e I want to see the movie called
dcdn Oz, Gehenu Lamay.

98 53 28 »8> Iv:. T want to eat milk rice.

Sentences with ©»: may be made interrogative by adding ¢ .
Examples:

Podend D Ood Doy &7 Does the gentleman want a visa?

Dend &5 9D GubadE 6eBD Does he want to give me the docu-
I &7 ments now?

They may be made negative by adding 9t . Examples:

Dodomd 53 o Ons T . The gentleman doesn't want a milk
tea.

Dnd RuBOE wslm Do i He doesn't want to take the
documents.

They may be made past by adding ¢&o . Examples:

90 onddfead daln Fop cwa. I wanted to come by train.

dudnnd 60eds noaods On The gentleman wanted to build

¢ha. a house.
®m: may be preceded either by a dependent infinitive or by a
noun in the direct case. In sentences with dependent nouns only
there is an alternate negative form with 9t . dts  is equival-
ent to ©m »: , 'don't want' and replaces the entire phrase. Ex~
amples; ,

20 BS Om. I don't want any milk, i.e.,

no milk for me.

90 cdd @3d dm. I don't want any orange juice.

- -
|

oy
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2.15 Negatives in Sinhala: some summary remarks and some
additions.

At this point most of the negative processes and words which occur
in Sinhala have been discussed in connection with the verb forms
to which they apply. They include 72 and its various forms, 2]

and its forms, Ot and 656303, The negative @5 has been mentioned

only briefly in connection with certain specific forms. A more
detailed and general treatment appears below.

The negative cm ,

Gom  negates forms in dependent clauses such as the conditional
form of the verb:

cod embdidems, 99 Z0- If it doesn't rain tomorrow,
emQo0 wvds. I'm going to the Pettah.
the 'even if' form:
29 9m0 embIDE, O Ond. Even if I don't tell him, he'll
come.
the @ form:
D D00 emBmd, 39 ndw When he doesn't go to work, I get
cdnd. mad,
the emd form: 7
D D emadnemd, cuded When he's not working, he is
535 . playing.

and others.

It may also negate verbal adjective forms:

83 emnp I8y s oods. The people who don't eat meat

eat eggs.
emed 6mGe oy a6l p8e5fS;68  The women who didn't go to Colombo
ot 1old- are in our office,

99 emusy 60ed The house I haven't built.
even if they occur in other
types of constructions:

99 ened emucy B, Because I haven't built the house.

Fh

These are the important principal uses of em .
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2.16 'It seems'

The particle @ means 'it seems', and it is added to basic forms

of the verb. Examples:

Ged¥ ded cme Snodas It seems there is a good movie
cuIHHD 3. showing at the Lido.
D o 33E Beudnd G He evidently has money on him.

When »; precedes § it becomes »z5 . Examples:

D co 33 b . He evidently has no money on him.
5@37@gﬁéﬁ@ﬁsaﬁﬁ35 D10 It seems that he doesn't work in
DOBEE D 3. the post office.

g may follow parts of speech other than verbs. For example:
e oo Qudo (- They say he's the postmaster.
o GracmBy (3. it seems that the gentleman is

rich.

2.17 Relationships among verbs

2.17.1 Verbs with nds® , 'do', and eO»®y , 'become'.

There are a large number of verbs with »dns which are related

in meaning to a similar set with ¢0»D . They include:
D 5SHD scare B Oy fear
gf) oSod subtract gf) Do be reduced
Ons HSHTh remind Do eDnds remember
53ed HOMDs bother néed cOnd wOorry
edd mdnth finish QDS e be finished

2.17.2 cCausative/non-causative sets

Causative verbs are derived from basic verbs by adding @ to the
stem. = Examples:

72

i

7
C




Sinhala Structures SEﬂiALQi,

2.173

basic verb causative verb

3D go IDn D make go,
export

loYatola) do 530 cause to do

HOH break 505D cause to
break

Yt eat 5O5HD cause to eat,
feed

The following verbs also stand in a causative/non causative
relationship, even though the initial consonants differ:

cRmEh drink Gndnds cause to
drink, feed

Other types of causatives involve other changes from the
basic form:

DB descend Adeama et (sc
wn,
off.

o

cdInds bring clol Rl import
&SHDs know et 197013, make known

Active and passive

Some sets of verbs are active/passive. Generally, the active
verb belongs to class 1 and the passive verb to class 2. Examples:

active passive

Foleratas cut D2ELHE) be cut
HSH do GHESED be done

ASHEs kill Dl icless1a)) be killed,
die

WeEnDs make ©6 &5 be made

3
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2.17.4 Complex verbs with ©f»® and ccods .

Complex verbs are formed with zlpds and cempth . Examples
appear below.
form with form with
basic verb o0 T

wenb make e ot plar] weIGEH

GEIIHD: search G OEHD G Gen

Homnth cut 5t OSH BB GEHE
There are a limited number of high frequency verbs which show
these patterns. Generally the verb with eza®h means 'do
something for oneself'and the one with &¢»® 'do something for
others.' Examples:

P9 crars noHeso. I built the house (room) for
myself.

DED eows v EIm . The carpenter built (us) a
: house.

The 6&nh form may also occur with a preceding participle with
no change in meaning. For example:

DO cous BE® GO . The carpenter'built us a house.
Sometimes verbs which are formed in this way have semantically
specialized meanings. For example:

verb derived verb

basi

Is

BIHD say Beneend explain
Ay see e esnt look after,
care for.

>.17.5 Summary note to the student

sd

The rules for deriving certain types of verbs (causative, passive,
complex) have scarcely been fully explained above. Furthermore,
since many verbs do not show the complete array of forms which
have been discussed, it may not be useful for students to attempt
to generalize the sketchy rules which have been presented. How-
ever the information here should demonstrate that there are clus-
ters of verbs which are similar in form and in meaning which can
be remembered as sets.
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2.18 The clause subordinator Bue

Boe 1is a particle which follows certain types of subordinate

clauses, usually those involving reported speech, ideas or names.

Compare the following:

P9 dnd 58, 'ead 23dn. ' I told him, "open the door."

02 D0 5 63 q38y Boe . I told him to open the door.
similarly

dmeus guzfn, '50 adpnde?!' Ask him, "what is your name?"

Omens gudly 58 cdode Hue. Ask him what his name is.

This particle also marks the quotation of a name or word. For
exanple:
mdmed mdm0 g3 Bodes i We call father's father siiya.

Bes@a o , ) .
38 Tl Soded et qn Boe:. We call those things coconut branches

2.19 Nouns derived from verb forms.

One type of verbal noun is formed with the present verbal adjective
plus 95 . Hence, »¢» 9» , 'the doing.' These nouns are Class
C nouns (see 1.23). Example:

O 56n A0 cdnde Boses? What do you say for what he is
doing?

Such nouns may be based on other adjectival forms of the verb
as well. For example:

O ¢ oSy IO edinde Bodesd? What do vou say for what he has
7 just done?

O ©octd On e@8 5. What he did was not easy.
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3. Demonstratives and jnte:rog@Eives

3.1 The adjectives

emonstratives and interrogatives fall into sets. The adjective
et appears below.

wm

@8 this, these
ad that over there, those

D3 that near you, those

o} that which we have previously
referred to; those

b

emd, Gy which

These adjectives precede the nouns they modify. For example:
8 eneudend. These bananas.
g dudnwm. That gentleman over there.

B GubadE. Those documents near you, with
you.

5 D). That work (we were talking about)
comd D). etin EOBWIRE. Which work; what documents.

They need not directly precede the noun they modify, however. Other
jactives may intervene. For example:

8 @d oemeudend. These cheap bananas.

hat short gentleman over there.

=

¢S G0 Bwdnw.

B 0dn BubadE. Those old documents.

3 qed Do, That new work. .

555083 Il D). cp BB What new work; what old documents.

76 £ lj
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3.2 Pronouns

3.21 The basic set

The demonstratives which appeared in 3.1 may also function as
pronouns. For example:

8 oo This is a village.
T3] ) , That (over there) is a tank.

3.22 The inanimate set

The following words are also pronouns and refer to inanimate
nouns.

plural

singular
&8 this one O these
adm that one [ Je13:] those

i) that one Ot those

9} that one 14197 those

& ost what one cCanth »what ones
GHID which one

The demonstratives take case endings as follows:

plural

singular

direct 3 GO
dative om0 CR)
genitive et cOMmed

instrumental 586Hs ‘ R A)
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Examples:
e®p 0D nided c@nd &7 What do you use this thing for?
J5 2080 nedes 334 qasHn. You use it to grind chillies.
2D @000 séded epd &7 What do you use those things for?
I edend hbos. They are a kind of medicine.
vfod_ngos Beund. IDed There are three newspapers. In
gomed md vEosd F8ed them there is news from every part
B3onD . of Sri Lanka. '
¢~D Budes ende? What do you call that thing near you?

comd Bodes 833 we Boe. For this you say miris gala.

3.33 The animate set

olural

a8 this person clols 67 these people

Dex you B you (pl.)

¢S that person g those people

O that person D those people
These are the words which appear most commonly in Sinhala as the
equivalents of the English ‘'he', 'she' and 'they'. As the
translations above indicate, the words ®m and 8mE? serve as
second person pronouns.

The demonstrative animate pronouns show the case endings outlined
in section 1.2.

The Sinhala word for 'who, what person' is 53d . Before ¢
it is shortened as follows: 53¢ . Its case forms are:

direct o3(S) who

dative }19) to whom
genitive o] of whom, whose
instrumental meon by whom

78 .
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With the addition of ® to any of its case forms, »gs: takes on
the meaniny 'everybody.' Examples:

direct f13le 1201 everybody

dative o0 08 to everybody

genitive Yclala) of everybody

instrumental M GOBY by, from everybody

3.24 Here and there
Sinhala has the following location sets.
o5 this place, this spot
o5 that place near you
aon that place over there
1., that place referred to earlier

G BB what place

coed here

ey over there near you
géed over there, yonder
alcia) there

ctne¥clo) - where

cOw : this direction

D that direction

The words in these sets have case forms as follows:
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direct

dative

genitive cenn

instrumental GPo5%

oY) eRlelo] : &M
o580 [l P90
cden GO

cOans lcrolalcleti]

3.25 The guantity set

The quantity set is given below.

e280d
DDS
o0le]
D904
e DS
Example
Sl

90 899

BEGCHES

this much
that much
that much
that much
how much
=
53 chnd &7 How much milk will you drink?

g . Not that much for me.

¥ cI00S erEnd. A water vessel is this big.

G@@@Eﬁ DEDS GRIH) Br. A sembuwa is not that big.

3.26

The 'like this ...like that' set

The following words pattern with the demonstratives and interroga-
tives discussed in the sections above.

c9cmd
Demd
ESGHO
Dewd

G em®

like this
like that
like that
like that

how
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Examples:

Bodtor wmddd nddfed emmemd &7
cdEncns cdend emdod &7

8. Oemd ndd.

Dend &7

dend 656dd.

In what manner (how) do you use
‘a coconut scraper?

Is this how you pound with the
pestle?

Yes. Just like that (just as
you are doing.)

Is that so? (following a statement
of fact.)

It is not like that. (following an
inaccurate description of events or
procedures.)

3.27 Pronouns: miscellaneous forms

Most of the Sinhala pronouns belong to the demonstrative/interroga-
tive sets. The first person pronouns &® , 'I', and g6 , 'we',
are exceptions. They show the following case forms:

direct 29 I
dative 20 to me
genitive Rlelu) my

instrumental ®eod by me

The reflexive pronoun »0% ,

'his, her own, their own', is also

a8 _ we
gud to us
gt ours

geus by us

an exception. Its case forms are:

direct 508
dative 580
genitive oRlalclu)

instrumental »®3cas

82



Examples:

Dn®m 008ed 5,0 vernsnd, They prepare their own food.

O 0908368 50 waednth, They each prepare their own
food,

In the latter example »®®F , a reduplicated form of the
reflexive pronoun appears. It has the meaning 'each his own,
each their own.'

3,28

e on terms of address and reference

[P
o]
o
[

The choice of a term of address is a matter which is discussed

in General Conversation. The simple fact is that there is no
neutral second person pronoun which is appropriate for all people

at all times in all places. This helps to explain why the Sinhalese
often avoid second person pronouns entirely and choose such terms

as madam or sir or address people by name or occupational role
instead. - :

Terms of reference present similar problems in many instances. 1In
the case of women, for example, the term e»im dudow , 'madam’,

is only appropriate as a term of reference for those of an

elevated social, educational or occupational station. Since the
term for woman ( & ) is in its singular form considered insul-
ting, women are generally referred to as 'this person' or 'that
person' (6@wmand 9w among other terms) and not as 'this woman'

or 'that woman.' The term ®#) , 'women', is not similarly stig-
matized, although in the traditional sectors in the society the
circumlocution AeHE g is commonly used. This term literally
means 'those who have received rebirth.' Better educated women
point out that this term is implicitly pejorative, since it reflects
a belief linking demeritorious acts in previous births with being

a woman.

By the same token the term O¥8m, 'man', though not rude is not
deferential either and is better rendered by English 'guy'. Its
plural, &8y , means 'people' not 'men' in the narrow sense. For
the latter the Sinhala is 888 g , 'men, males, boys. "'

In the traditional sectors of the society mofi® and pyowem , elevated
terms for 'wife' and 'husband' respectively are nearly universally
avoided. Women refer to their husbands by circumlocution. Terms
such as ymaed mffsm , '(my) son's father', are commonly used.

Educated people who know English profess to find these habits

guaint but are no more comfortable with the elevated terms. They
sometimes use the English terms instead. Traditional terms for
'wife' include @@ @¥p dFeom, 'married one' and eoed dfemm , 'the
one in the house.'’ 83
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4. Postpositions

Postpositions in Sinhala are functionally similar to English
prepositions, .except that whereas English prepositions occur before
the word they govern, Sinhala postpositions occur following the
word, Postpositions occur in construction with nouns, and some
occur in construction with other parts of speech as well. When

in construction with nouns, many of them govern specific cases,
generally the direct case. Examples:

Sinhala : English Usual case of noun
&b on top of direct

0 under direct

L

QUE above dative/instrumenta

oo below dative/instrumental

Ded like _ direct
Incs only direct
& from genitive
etfud, gticuE® before dative/instrumental
einlcing after dative/instrumental
Difleo more than dative

4.1 9Bew , ’'more than'.

i8ed, 'more than', occurs with preceding nouns in the dativer
case to form the equivalent of the English comparative. Examples:

DeDEDED Diflew vendy ves. More than vegetables, fruit is
) ) e expensive. (fruit is more expensive
than vegetables,)

28 cHesd difes cs@ eméS 6@nd. This house is bigger than that
house.
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5. Particles
5.1 -, 'also, too'

The particle -2 , meaning 'also', is added to words ending in a
vowel. For words ending in a consonant, - &8 is added.

8 ¢3%cd mBmd Boded Ben We call mother's father siiya.

mimed mEmds Boses B We call father's father siiya too.

O pfesiSDd Bw. He went to the office.

Dnd 586codS;D0 B, He also went to the office.

A8 cesln. Give rice.
s eqoln. Give rice too.
00 Gudd ci@m. I got a letter.

008 Gadd ci@m. I also got a letter.

5.2 ¢..4, 'or'.
In interrogative sentences &..¢4 means 'or'.
Examples:

68 o8B0 cofvdes enim Owdme Is it the lady or the gentleman who
& Owdimay &7 teaches this class?

el & ondm Bdwdowmed &7 Mine or the lady’'s?

8 pegevdes ¢ §00os &7 Is this a water vessel or a rice
pot?

5 98 ¢ D188 &7 Is it right or wrong?
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5.3 The 'and' particle

There is no single word in Sinhala for 'and' as there is in
English. In Sinhala 'and' is expressed by a particle which
follows all nouns to be linked.

If the nouns to be linked end in vowels, the 'and' particle

takes the shape & . Examples:
yond 03, The son and the daughter
Dudnamd 9943, The gentleman and I

If the nouns to be linked end in consonants, the 'and' particle
takes the shape ¢&o . Examples:

Aoy mm@: dudncwnd e¥d8 Boe A gentleman named Brown and a
Qodn eand . gentleman named Herath.
0fend BBand. A spoon and a knife,

5.4 The emphasizing particle d .

In equational sentences (the type x is z) with adjectives in
the 'y' slot, the emphasizing particle ¢ occurs. Examples:

68 dedp ®a3. These vegetables .are cheap.
compare:

68 @@ dedg. , These cheap vegetables.
and

68 dedpE @2 &7 Are these vegetables cheap?

This partlcle is also added to definite forms of numerals occuring
in sentence final position. Examples:

&doed SiB8ad eend. Two rupees a pound.

6t3s: D8 o5 0 Smued. 75¢ a measure.

0520 o8 053 opd. éﬂgg?ﬂ Rs. 1.50 a packet; 50¢ each.

600 03 Bdu3. 2@d zdd. The time is 8:20; the time is 8:00.

Note that in some guantity phrases such as the last two examples
a3 may appear on two numerals (one of them non-final) in a com-
pound phrase. Such constructions are examples of 3 as the

'and' particle (see above).
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It is also added to other gquantity words which occur in sentence
final position:

dnE 08 nded cDd D dad. They eat rice once a déy,
cB@md cF ¢d vHhas. It is 8:30.

o 005 Ondd. It is only 60¢.

It may occur with emphasized words in emphatic sentences:
pge IS0 nédesd cBewdd., This is how you use the plow.

99 i D) pSTerd emeddd. It is in Colombo itself that I
am now working.

In the environments discussed above, & does not occur after

consonants. Compare:

OedE s . The vegetables are expensive.
. with

Oc0E Q4. The vegetables are cheap.

3 may also occur after ¥gds,'can', and m® , 'like', in
sentence final position. Examples:

35 < ehdd P53, I like to drink it with sugar.
90 Bueesn yrds. I can explain.

5.5 The emphasizing particles »3 and ® .

The particles »® and ® may single out a word in the sentence
for emphasis. Examples:

Sudom nd oFendsDD Bm. 09 It was the gentleman who went to
Bed ®:. the office. I didn't go.

80 »o v B:. I myself do not remember.
0080 qovy O, Come back precisely at 8:00.
When ® appears at the end of the sentence it becomes 83 . Examples

09 Quged Eomaeidd. It was in Sri Lanka itself that I
was born.

D gy 268 20003, He came back precisely at 8:00.
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5.6 The particle ®8&,
The particle ©3 occurs in the following types of constructions:
a. ®@ .... w3 , 'or'.

The word &S means ‘'or', or 'either...or', and like the 'and'
particle, it follows all words to be linked. For example:

¢ tigd dded Bwdd w3, wosd This water comes from an oya,
»d D058 ©d. from a river or from a tank.

b. ©d with question words.

w3 is added to question words to form the following types of
new meanings.

Goo e where emaes 038 somewhere or
other

GDI G O how CMmethHd ©3 somehow or
other

5.7 The particle 33

Like ®»3 the particle d8 is used with gquestion words to form
the following types of new meanings.

Y clo] where emedty anywhere
somewhere

ememd how GO em DY anyhow
somehow

It is also found in constructions which parallel those of
€3 ... ©3 above. ’

Ccudd 9008 woders B, Neither he nor I is going.
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6. Numerals and quantity

6.1 Cardinal numerals

Cardinal numerals have both animate and inanimate forms. For
example:

Dol af ccons @EDD . There are three younger sisters.
99 dmd SBud s goim. I gave him three rupees.
Animate cardinal numerals either modify or substitute for

animate nouns. Inanimate numerals either modify or substitute
for inanimate nouns. For example:

edn@ 986 6&DA. Four older sisters.

0os @EDd. Four (animate beings).
cvdd wnsd. Four boxes.

WH3SAE . Four (inanimate things).

Both animate and inanimate numerals have definite and indefinite
forms. 1In basic sentence types (that is, non-emphatic sentences)
numerals and other quantity words as well generally appear in
the indefinite form. When numerals and other quantity words
occur as the emphasized items in emphatic sentences or when they
are part of a noun phrase which stands along as an utterance,

the definite form appears. Compare the following:

Dmdes? g0 ceend dIB®0 @adh. Eight laborers came to the meeting.

ddded gied D0mdcea! @0 eepd. It was eight laborers who came to
the meeting.

Dmdes? Decens @ &7 How many laborers came?
gd e&nd. Eight.
68 068 opeddd ved ved BeudD. There are fifty five houses in thi
village.
cmesd@ Bad &7 How many houses are there?
oatd vud. Fifty-five.
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When the quantity phrase has a clearly definite meaning, i.e.,
'the laborers' as opposed to 'laborers' or is modified by one
of the demonstratives, the definite form may appear in non-final

position. For example:

Didmdewd €D eem ddI0 g, The eight laborers came to the
meeting.

3 qfin@ wod egmm D 6mgd Those four older sisters are

RBDD . still at home.

Compare the following:

P08ns; ©od e4ens nBenIded There are four gentlemen in the
evoth. office.

7 2wfns: w66 eemd @ofitd 668  Those very four gentlemen do not
nz. know English.

The interrogatives Bod , 'how many' (inanimate), and zm&;amﬁ
'how many' (animate)’, introduce questions concerning quantity.
oy 1 [)e]  'how much, how many', may be substituted for either,
although it is more common with inanimate subjects. Examples:

n8cidc embea! Begens DD How many farmers are working in
5énth &7 the fields?

GuBulE Bod Bewund &7 How many documents are there?
em DS eder upth &7 How much time does it take (go)?
Questions concerning price, age and time are introduced by the
interrogative B (&) , 'how much', Examples :

cO@d By &7 What time is it?

SHdves Do &7 How much is a pound?

D3ty By &7 How old are you, i.e., what is

the age?
'At what time?' is expressed by B¢ in the dative case.

Quotations of time appear in the definite form followed by
the emphasizing particle a
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=7 What time is 1it?
(c8mDd) ¢dd. It is 8:00.
g0a Jcdad. It is 8:20.

( )
(G‘%éaa) g0 vHhda. It is 8:30.
( )

G)
I
B
]
g
3
(3%
e

t is quarter to 2.

'A: a particular time' is expressed with the numeral in the
dative case. Examples:

siesis) @dserd 50D &7 At what time does the office
open?

I 0 wtadd gdnd. It opens at 8:30.

5 wnd gdoda. I

t

opens at 7:00.

J5 ¢38es gd0. It is at 8:00 that it opens.

Prices are generally quoted as follows:

086 g Bu 47 How much is eggplant?

Sooes ©0 ved. 65¢ a pound.
Amounts of money av- commonly guoted in indefinite quantity phrases:
@@ Do gim &7 How much money did you pay?

99 &iB8ud woGes g¥m . I paid Rs. 40.

With the word s , 'time, occurrence', a stem form of the
numeral precedes.

dnE ¢Dud eg wbed 3F ond. They eat rice twice a day.

o 00 D Banger nFf sed. He explained how to go three
times.

This stem form also appears with ordinal numerals which are
discussed below.
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indefinite forms of animate and inanimate numerals

Animate

Ry GEM
SNBSS GEm
vocEd oo™

AWt G

"

Indefinite
lsfcrlerata)
cltaictotal
s eeens

und ceens

5
1]
)

By

vl seen

'

NS GEGHD

ns ceend

-+
2
=)
)
ey
B

ololcta)

cletctala}

3
@
ey

Ly
x]

~GHD

Tk
=3
G)

By

Demerat! seons
ety caens
cond 6EEHE
&0538 G&EGHH
sweemd sy

cmtie) CEGHE

o]

298 G2BRS
ened 6aens
eond GEGEHS

A8 ceend

93

Definite

»He
o)
DEmEH
GEIcE
otk
eond
BRGCEY
AWt
&5
eng0
ol lol)

Hedes

Inznimate

Indefinite
O

(clats)s)

a O

Lo M)

e alalad
Demens
GQEH
Solomls)
sndss
slalclgsTaln]
[Salalata]
et lotalg
ewng Otd
anndan
et
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Animate Inanimate

Definite Indefinite Definite

305

0
3]

21 B8998 ecem 9808 ceend

]
23

22 HBeesm Steedens Yt}

N
£23

23 588 eem B6ns ecqens oY)
24 BBwnd cem  IBond eqend Iwnd

ceens fom

&}
135
‘a“

25 Btiod cem 363

]
[3-3]

%
2
[

26 Btims cem eceens i

o ceens IBws

oy
2
=]

B,

27 Sted cem

28 98¢0 eem 88ad ceons 8ed

ol

29 9850 eem cUnd eeend 98500
30 odeem slecens o
31 530S cemm B30 ceans B5e3dm

32 Bdeesdm sleeBens Beleen

Indefinite

lalal~w)

Btdwas
Dtdwed
O6q 0
8850ud
Slat]

Be3dos

Bl ens

All other numerals in the thirty series follow %%? pattern of the

twenty series except that dY appears instead of
40 ©o3S Gem wocl 6eedvs WOED

41 ©5E308 ecm  woetdds coend WBELED

42 woidleedm yoictlcesens woEdeen

All numerals in the forty series follow the pattern
series except that wn@Ed appears instead of 98.

50 ovadeem vadeqens Stal)

51  opddd cem  opeldd cens (Satadala)

52  uotleesm urtSeadens undeenm

All numerals in the fifty series follow the pattern

series except that wom3 appears instead of 8.
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Animate Inanimate
Definite Indefinite Definite Indefinite
60 w1 0Gem 00646585 20 008
61 008 Gom 0008 Geens 00D . 0005
62 0068 w0cedens o} fe]clets) 0;0cens

All numerals in the sixty series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that w©;0) appears instead of &f3.

70 B EG & 05 GECHS 0780 08508
71 08008 cem 08508 coens 018505 085 058
72 f2sl}Rcletil o mnnicerensd s ialoHclatn) s cEns

All numerals in the seventy series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that ®o: appears instead of 3.

80 FLEEm dnlcledciot) i3l 30
81  quds eem ets canens e0m hdqlalotal
82 qyeesm gyessens dnlcleta) dnlchtlag

All numerals in the eighty series follow the pattern of the twenty
series exXcept that ¢4 appears instead of a3,

90 FHEEmN gnesend 3.1 ends
91 a8 cem endst ceens gn0n gpdos
92 Gnessm doleltolcrala] EHEED d Nl s

All numerals in the ninety series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that &7 appears instead of o6,

100 DmBcem dntiacecns Dmties el IRt
101 DoB3ads eem  Dofiads ecacns Dofiads Dotiadms

For the rest of the numerals in the 100+ series ®ota- , "loo0°',
is prefixed to the numerals to 99.
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Below are the prefixes for the additional hundred series to 1000.

200 G&Bo
o fil Al
3-Ye Al
o
VB

0t

800 FoUBO

33

900 9t

They precede the numerals to 99

The stem form for 1000 is O5lcadd
of the 900 series in expressing

O5eatd 508w Tedeads.

D8e1t3 53 wdend .
dtead 3080 055,303,

To express

dferd 98w wrdved,

D1 »98a wifomed &, 29
Gomd0 @th.

20 quged dffmed »d8Be wnEd
ved e,

'in such and such a year', n
in the genitive case and optionally followed by &,

in expressing quantities to 1000.

. This is prefixed to the numerals
the years of this century.

One thousand nine hundred and
twenty.

1965.
1978.

the final numeral is put
'during’'.

In 1965.

I came to Sri Lanka in 1977.

0 g
~ r
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6.2 Ordinal numerals

Ordinal numerals from 1-10 are given below.

1st ©Eeds

8th ¢06d5

9th 9605
10th  ewedy

Ordinal numerals are formed with the stem of the numeral plusréaﬁ .
The stem form is the one which precedes G&m in animate numerals.
Ordinal numerals precede either animate or inanimate numerals

with no change in form. Examples:

35008 Set? ededFe . The eighth day of September, i.e.,
September 8.

r 30§l Metd TBOFeDBe . The twenty-first day of August, i.e,
August 21.

GeeDH md. The second road.

nFeds yoo. The third son.
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7. Word boundaries

The writing conventions in Sinhala are fairly straightforward in
general. Spaces generally appear lzefore and after inflected
forms of nouns and verbs as well as before and after other parts
of speech such as adjectives, postpositions and adverbs. Conven-
tions differ in some instances, for. example, in the addition of
some particles to other parts of speech, in writing numerals and
in writing compound verbs. For example:
omod gth Sowe sFvd 3. The ambassador evidently knows

i Sinhala.
DMos e Beae eFntE.
98 ecoi. Twenty-two.
ficena. :

S yddns og »itd ndnis. They are using the rotary quern.
dne pSFed o xdddncnd.,

denE ofenddcd D) ndnth. They are working in the office.
dnE 5836558168 DdncHds .

SIGIRIYA ROCK FORTRESS
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8. Spelling

are represeritaci by more than one letter For example, EY anﬂ &
both represent /n/; ¢ and € both represent /1/ and (& and o
both represent /lu/. Sometimes words are spelled both ways,

and sometimes there is a preferred spelling. When in doubt, consult
a dictionary. Examples of these particular spelling variations
appear below in the place names along two major railway lines.

MEMER oNYD 1
w ©DQue eS8 2
Qo Ee8lw 3

M 283w H

® E)lc-:'ei)gi@ 6

21 2@:5 R i,‘ ADEHENICZNIBD
cgg)gj‘ eI C

% 19
18 éc@@fﬁ@d =0 , :
® Ee@ 17 o @6;25&3 9
d OST®cEI 10
15 @EEJEEE‘E:@ U o g@g;@ 11

i ce 14 12 204
%> Gf S Meomsgo 13

WEMICOIEE 14
doemBEes 15

: B\ oames 18
, é:&é@égsmﬁags N
5 Dxdres fy HEEO 6  QEztests 20
(og e 4 21 Daged Y
? 4 24 ¢®8ew
©dex A Ez@@@@a;e g2 1Q

26 RO DOBO §
27 (R G DOBGS §

-from Ceylon Government Railway timetable
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Numerous other spelling variations occur in Sinhala, mostly in
connection with borrowed or learned words, For example, both

% and ¥ represent /5/; both @ and ¥ represent /y/ and many
words which are pronounced with unaspirated consonants have a
correct spelling with letters from the aspirated set. These matters
are not treated in any detail here and are best taken up in
connection with the study of the conventions of literary Sinhala.

Some differences in spelling of what are essentially the same
words do reflect differences in pronunciation and stem from dialect
variaticn within the Sinhala speech community. For example:

e

emerfad, emoeid stoo
anB8. qdemdd father
armd 00, emd 57D coconut shell
Finally, this may be the place to remind students that Class D
nouns such as 6 , 'time', which end in 9 have dictionary entry

forms with —ga | Hence, MEJ , 'time'. This is a convention
from written Sinhala.

9. Style and dialect

This book has reviewed some of the main features of spoken Sinhala
structure. Written Sinhala has a different grammatical structure
and also, to a large extent, a different and expanded lexicon and
is not dealt with here. This lexicon is borrowed into speech for
certain social purposes, for example for speeches or formal lectures
on cultural affairs. A student of Sinhala who intends one day to
deliver such lectures, then, must master the appropriate formal
lexicon. For a student with such objectives, the study of written
Sinhala is an indispensible aid and guide. There are many synopses
of written Sinhala structure available, most of them written for
speakers of the language. Two which are written for students of
Sinhala as a second language are Literary Sinhala: An Introduction

(1975) by D.D. DeSaram, and Literary Sinhala (1974) by J.W. Gair

and W.S. Karunatilaka (for further details, see the citations in
the appended bibliography.)

Most students aim simply to understand the Sinhala which is spoken
around them on the routine topics of daily life and work by employ=
ees, colleagues and friends. They also aim to communicate with
such individuals on the same topics in a stylistically appropriate
manner. The style which is presented in this book has been adopted
with these ends in mind, In working through Basie Sinhala, the
vocabulary of the students will be expanded considerably beyond

the material which is actually presented. It should be kept con-
sistent with the style presented here. Substitutions from
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formal Sinhala should be avoided in favor of words which are in more
general use.

The Sinhala speesch community is contained within a relatively small
geographical zrea, and the population is highly mobile. Perhaps

for these reasons, the community lacks deep dialect divisions.

There is variation, of course, and the major differences have been
noted at various points above. But for the most part, the Sinhala
spoken in one area of Sri Lanka can be easily understood in

another.

10. Bibliographical references for the student and the instructor.

The following resources are available for supplementing or con-
tinuing basic instruction in Sinhala.

Carter, Charles, English-Sinhalese Dictionary; Sinhalese

1936 English Dictionary. 2 volumes. M.D. Gunasena:
(1965) Colombo.

This is the basic bilingual dictionary. It has been through sever-
al printings since Carter completed it in 1891l. It contains a
detailed botanical supplement. It is most useful as an aid in
decoding since words from the full stylistic range are represented.
It is less useful as an aid in encoding since stylistic alternants
are not labeled or graded.

Fairbanks, Gordon, J.W. Gair and M. W, S. de Silva, Collogquial
1968 Sinhalese. 2 volumes. South Asia Program,
Cornell University: Ithaca, New York.

This is an introduction to the Sinhala spoken by educated speakers
in most normal communication. It contains thirty-six lessons in
dialogue format with accompanying grammatlcal explanations and
exercises. The first twelve lessons are in romanization; the
remainder are in script. (First volume now unavailable, but

likely to be reprinted. Contact South Asia Program, Cornell

University.)

Gair, James W. and W.S. Karunatilaka, Literary Si.lala. South
1974 Asia Program, Cornell University: Ithaca, New York.

This is a basic introduction to written Sinhala for the second
language student. Fifteen lessons with texts and grammatical
explanations.

Saram, D.D. de, Literary Sinhala: An Intrcdu:;;an. Department
1975 of Sinhala, Unlverslty “of Sri Lank®, Peradeniya.
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This is a basic introduction to written Sinhala for the second

language student. Fifteen lessons with accompanying grammatical
notes and exercises.

aQn
103 ~

# U, 5. GCOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1279 0 - 301-087 (Bock 3)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



E

Q

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS
o available from
U. 8. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402

and from

Spoken Language Services, Inc., P. O. Box 783, Ithaca, N. Y. 14850

*Ambharie
*Ambharic
*Saudi Arabiz
*Cambodian
*Cambodian
*Cantonese
*Cantonese
*Chinyanja
*French
*French
*Fula
*German
*German
*Greek
*Greek
*Greek
*Hebrew
*Hungarian
*Hungarian
*Kirundi
*Kituba
*Korean
*¥Korean
Lao

Lao

*Serbo-Croatian
*Serbo-Croatian

*Shona
*Spanish
*Spanish
*Spanish
*Spanish
*Swahili
*Thai

*Thai
*Turkish
Turkish
*Twi
*Vietnamese
*Vietnamese
*Yoruba

{Spoken Language Services ogrees to supply the items

below (subject to ovaila

'} at current GPQ prices

when Inguiriez indicate that ordering information was
oblained from the Foreign Service Institute,)

(Units 1-50)
(Units 51-60)
{Units 1-50)
{Units 1-45)
(Units 46-90)
{Units 1-15)
{Units 16-30)
{Units 1-63)
{Units 1-12)
(Units 13-24)
{Units 1-40)
{Units 1-12)
(Units 13-24)
(Val. I)

{(Vol. II)
{(Val. III)
(Units 1-40)
(Umfs 1-12)
(Umts 1- 3D)
(Units 1-35)
(Vol. 1)

{(Val. II)
(Vol.1)

(Veol. II)
(Umt-s 1-24)
(Umt-s 1=49)
(Units 1-15)
{Units 16-30)
{Units 31-45)
(Units 46-55)
(Units 1-150)
(Units 1-20)
(Units 21-40)
(Units 1-30)
(Units 31-50)
{Uniis 1-20)
(Vol. 1)

Vol. II)
(Units 1-49)

Adapting and Writing Language

Lessons

From Eastern to Western Arabic
*Levantine Arabic: Introduction

to Pronunciation

Levantine and Egyptian Arabic

Comparative Study

*Modern Written Arabic, Vol. I
Modern Written Arabic, Vol. Il
Modern Written Arabic, Vol, 111

$5.65
$3.65
$5.05
$56.25
$4.65
$3.70
£5.75
$6.75
$3.45
$5.50
$2.70
$3.30
$6.75
$4.75
$5.80
$4.80
$4.15
$4.65
$5.00
$6.80
$7.10
$4.40
$8.00
$8.10
$5.15
$6.75
$5.60
$4.70
$5.75
$5.76
$3.00
$3.40
$2.95
$4.35

$5.15
$ .95

$2.20
$1.20
$4.85

$6.25
$7.00

Contemporary Cambodian:
Glossary

Contemporary Cambodian:
Grammatlcal Sketch

Intrudurstmn
*Contemporary Cambodian:
Land snd the Economy
*Contemporary Cambodian:
Political Institutions
*Contemporary Cambodian:
The Social Institutions
Duich Reader
*Finnish Graded Reader
*French Phonology, Programmed
Introduction
French Phonology, Programmed
Intreduction (Instructor’s
Manual)
*German: A Programmed
Introduction
Hindi - An Active Introduction
*Hungarian Graded Reader
Indonesian Newspaper Reader
#[talian (Programmed) Vol. I
Italian, (Programmed) Vol. I
Instmctar s Manual
*Reading Lzo: A Programmed
Iniroduction
Communicating in Polish
*Portuguese: Programmatic
Course, Vol. [
Portuguese: Prng'rammstm Course
{Instructor’s Man., Vol. I)
Spoken Brazilian Partuguese
(Units 1-18)
*From Spanish to Portuguese
Russian: An Active Introduction
Spanish Programmatic Course
(Instructor’s Manual, Vol. I )
#*Spanish Programmatic Course
(Student Workbook, Vol. I)
Spanish Programmatic Cuurse
{(Instructor’s Manpual, Vol. II)
*Spanish Programmatic Course
(Student Warkbook, Vol.1I)
*Swahili General Conversation
*Swahili Geography
Vietnamese Familiarization Crse.
*Yoruba Intermediate Texts

Supplies of all materigle listed are hmxte_d and prices are subject to change without ad-

vance nolice.  Rules require remittance

advance of shipment, Check or money order

should be made payable to the agency from which the texts are ordered, Postage stamps
and foreign money are not acceptable,

*Tape recordings fo accompany these courses are available for purchase from the Sales
Brarich, National Audiovisual Center (GSA), Washington, D. C. 20409,

.
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$4.15
$1.50
$5.40
$4.30
$5.10
$4.00
$7.00

$3.00

$5.30
$2.10
$5.80
$3.10
$6.70

$4.05

$5.25
$3.40

$5.30
$3.70
$6.05
$1.60
$2.10
$1.75
$5.20
$1.50
$6.65
$1.80
$1.55
$2.35
$3.40



