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Sinhala Structures

FDREwORD

This is the third volume of Basic Sinhala, a course for
the beginning student which is presented in three modules:

I Beginning Signs and Letters
II General Conversation
III Sinhala Structures

Many individuals and institutions, both here and in Sri Lanka,
were instrumental in bringing this series of lessons to its present
form. Acknowindgments are made in the foreword to the second
module, General Conversation.

This module is intended as a reference manual on Sinhala
structures which will supplement and expand on the brief notes
which appear in module II, General Conversation. At the present
time most of the students for whom Basic Sinhala has been prepared
begin the study of Sinhala after they arrive in-Sri Lanka. The
organization of language instruction there differs in some impor-
tant ways from that at the Foreign Service Institute. Generally
all aspects of course presentation and design are the responsi-
bility of the classroom teacher. The teacher presents the struc-
tural analysis of the language to the students, writes and present;
special materials as required by individual needs, and conducts
the actual audio-lingual instruction. The number of students
involved in basic Sinhala courses at any given time is limited to
a small official staff, but the specific goals and needs of the
students, ranging from the language of agricultural development
to that of cultural affairs to that necessary simply to answer
the Embassy phones in the evening, are so disparate as to
place demands on the classroom teacher way out of proportion to
their numbers. This module has been revised in consultation
with the classroom teachers at the Embassy with the following
objectives in mind: (1) to simplify the task of presenting
Sinhala structures in class and thereby to free the teacher for
other work; (2) to enable the teacher to write additional mate-
rials on new topics as required by student needs without construct-
ing an entirely new course, and (3) to assist the student in
assigned homework and review.

Grammar is considered a dry topic by some and a fearsome
one by many others. For either audience we hope these pages
have been relieved somewhat by the pictures of other kinds of
"Sinhala structures" which were generously provided to us by the
Ceylon Tourist Board.

Bonnie Graham MacDougall
Ithaca, New York
April 1979
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I THE SOUND SYSTEM

Sinhala has twenty-five consonants which are arranged below
according to point and manner of articulation.

lab. den. alv. ret. pal. vel. Blot.

Stops voiceless p t T c

voiced b d D

s.,

pre-nasalized nib n sil'El

Spirants

Nasals

Liquids

riivowels

1

n

y

ng
v

The following vowels occur in Sinhala both short and long.

e

1

U

0

a
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As the chart on the preceding page should suggest, the
sound system of Sinhala is not sharply divergent from that of
English. In fact, many, if not most of the sounds in Sinhala
can be identified with those in English without obstructing
communication, although this should not be taken to mean that
Sinhala speakers will regard the pronunciation as accentiess.

The similarities between the two languages notwithstanding,
there are some areas of the Sinhala sound system which are not
reminiscent of English and to which the learner will have to
pay particular attention. They are treated below.

1. The contrast between dental and retroflex stops.

The Sinhala dental stops /t/ and /d/ are articulated against
the tooth ridge. The retroflex stops are articulated in a more
retracted position. English t and d are normally identified
with the Sinhala retroflex stops rather than with the dental ones.
Examples are abundant in numerous English loan words in Sinhala.

Examples:

Majestic (name of a Colombo theater)

jetty

hotel

coats

Grandpass, a municipal ward in

Colombo

2. The contrast between nasal + consonant and nasalized
consonant.

As the chart on the preceding page shows, Sinhala has
four pre-nasalized consonants (rdb, Ad, AD and Yig) which contrast
with the following consonant clusters: mt, nd, nD and ng.
Examples of the contrast appear below.

Colombo a wooden stool

tree trunk Ine hill

circle Waco circle

2
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Failure to master this contrast completely is not likely to
result in embarassing bloopers, since it appears that there are
not a large number of paired words with highly d:vergent meanings
which are distinguished in this v7tiy. The contrast, however, often
has grammatical significance. Sir.gular and plu:al forms of the
same word are sometimes distinguished in this wEy: for example
circle/circles above.

The contrast between sinfjle and doubled consonants.

In Sinhala most consonants occur both singly and doubled
in the middle of words between vowels. ne only exceptions are
the nasalized stops, /f/, /L/, /h/ and // which occur only singly.
The contrast occurs only medially. It does not appear either
in word initial or in word final position.

Mastry of this contrast is of great import:;nce for the
learner. There are a large number of paired words which are dis-
tinguished in this way. (An extensive list of exa:nples appears
in General Conversation pp. 5-7). This contrast is important
not simply because the list of words which show it is long, but
also because those words occur with high frequencAi in conversation.
Moreover, the contrast has grammatical significance. An adjectival
verb form shows single /n/, for example, whereas the infinitive
form shows /nn/. Examples are given below.

4.

going oen to go

ealn drinking to drink

eating nen to eat

Sinhala vowels and syllable-timed rhythm.

English has a system of stresses which marks differences in
word meanings (insight, incite), and which also determines the qual-
ity of some vowilS and times the rhythm of the sentence. In the
English stress-timed rhythm the time required to proceed from one
main stress to another is roughly equal regenaless of the number of
intervening syllables. Vowels in those syllebles which intervene
between primary stresses are likely to 1.).? "reduced". Sinhala
does not have this system. Rhythm 2.r: syllable timed, that is,
syllables are roughly equal in leht'a. Vowels should be pronounced
with 'full value_ that is, as spelled. For example, eaed, 'here',
not aed. enee3g DI *stool'; not and so forth.
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II THE GRAMMATICAL SYSTEM

1. Nouns

1.1. Introduction

Many of the distinctions made in the Sinhata nominal
system will seem logical and familiar to the speaker of English.
As in English, the noun is marked for number, that as either
singular or plural. Nouns are also marked for definiteness,
a grammatical category which is handled in Engliih-with Preceding
articles, i.e., the book (definite), a book (indefinite).

There are two broad categories of nouns in Sinhala, animate
and inanimate. The former refers to people and animals and the
latter includes all other nouns. Certain kinds of relationships
between nouns and verbs are marked in Sinhala with case endings.
Subjects of sentences are generally in the direct case, an un-
marked form of the noun which is the one entered in dictionaries.
Other case categories include the dative (the form for the indirect
object), genitive (the possessive form) and the instrumental.
Nouns in Sinhala can be categorized according to the form of the
case endings. The basic division is between animate and inanimate
nouns. Inanimate nouns are further subdivided into four classes.

1.2. Sample paradigms of Sinhala nouns

The generalizations which appear in 1.1 are illustrated
below with representative forms. The inflected forms of the
Sinhala noun are illustrated with five paradigms, each of which
represents a major class of nouns.

A. 8 eno3 the gentleman

singular definite forms

direct 8meno3 the gentleman

dative 'awe/n(330 to the gentleman

genitive amen Ge of the gentleman

instrumental amend3 g by the gentleman

5
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singular in

direct deD ece3

dative amvIn ocuRD

genitive amen eortecl

instrumental arodoecitteme

nite forms

a gentleman

to a gentleman

of a gentleman

by a gentleman

plural forms

direct ametIch gentlemen

dative 8notsr5zdzz3O to gentlemen

genitive 85mittcloiGoT of gentlemen

instrumental amtlqc-505-TGonl by gentlemen

Gov)) the book

sirIgular definite forms

direct Gcmts) the book

dative e 0 to the book

genitive GV3ed of the book

instrumental Gt3]Gt by the book

direct

dative

genitive

instrumental

singular indefinite

GO3

Gamma

GC 7/5)5)

Ge.130L5MT

6

a book

to a book

of a book

by a book
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direct

dative

genitive

instrumental

C. W -6a) the bus

direct

dative

genitive

instrumental

plural forms

etvd

singular definite forms

ad 6m

ad 65)0

/De25)5T

Ein.511121. indefinite forms

direct ad tine

dative arc ftn0

genitive ad ftvn

instrumental ad 6nme

direct

dative

genitive

instrumental

plural forms

7

books

to books

of books

by books

the bus

to the bus

of the bus

by the bus

a bus

to a bus

of a bus

by a bus

busses

to busses

of busses

by busses
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D. emMee the hotel (sometimes also spelled 0_
the base for the indefinite forms -- see below.)

i_r121212.r definite forms

direct enlOee the hotel

dative GMIO to the hotel

genitive enzeDee of the hotel

instrumental m by the hotel

singular indefinite

direct eml00 e a hotel

dative emi.0c to a hotel

genitive ecoin of a hotel

instrumental eml0co by a hotel

direct

dative

genitive

instrumental

E. Gm o house

direct

dative

genitive

instrumental

plural forms

arms

singular definite forms

9

hotels

to hotels

of hotels

by hotels

the house

to the house

of the house

by the house
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direct

dative

genitive

instrumental

singular indefinite forms

emOd a house

em0n0 to a house

(3)(3m of a house

soldge by a house

lip_lE21, forms

direct GO; (16d houses

dative emc5Dci0cD to houses

genitive emODdDe of houses

instrumental OD dD by houses

The noun forms given above are representative ones, that is, the

rest of the nouns in Sinhala are declined like one of those given

above. All animate nouns show endings like 'the gentleman', in

paradigm A. As for inanimate nouns, in order to know which one

of the remaining classes a particular noun belongs to, one must

know the direct definite singular form and the genitive definite

singular form. These forms vary according to class. In order

to predict all the forms of a particular noun, one must know

these two forms and the direct plural form as well Directions

for forming other forms from these basic ones are given below.

1.21 A nouns: nouns declined like amenca 'the gentleman'

Nouns belonging to the class illustrated by mom a3,

'the gentleman', are all animate nouns. The following are

examples of nouns which belong to this particular class.

amlltna3 the gentleman

the younger sister

the mother

the man

10
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Important characteristics of A nouns

a. The genitive case ending is ee

b. The instrumental case ending is e-d

Examples of A nouns in sentences

8m mom aD6D camp

T-db woos mEb.

minimo velge a

crPa3ise qco3 em

The gentleman is going to Kandy.

Mother lives in Colombo.

Father works for the government.

Mother's elder brother went home.

Further information on the formation of A noun case forms appears
in 1.3.

1.22 B nouns: nouns declined like scam 'the book'.

This class of inanimate nouns is the most important one
because it has the largest membership. One can usually assume that
a noun ending in q belongs to class B. Examples:

6 the road

coma Sri Lanka

crs88zsaD America

the winnowing basket

the lamp

the mouth

Important characteristics of B nouns

The direct definite singular ends in

b. The genitive definite singular ends in e

c. The instrumental definite singular ends in 6riT

11
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Examples of B nouns in sentences:

a CO EN251 C.3 t; 3 G G a ED

g come2.

ogee 060.

The gentleman came from America.

was born in Sri Lanka.

This road goes to Kandy.

1.23 C nouns: nouns declined like at an 'the bus'.

Nouns which belong to this class end in an . Many words
from English have been borrowed into Sinhala as class C nouns
The following Sinhala nouns belong to class C:

the car

the telephone

the photo

the elevator

Important characteristics of C nouns

a. The direct definite singular form ends in an.

b. The plural direct form can be formed from the direct definite
singular form by removing an. Examples

alci to

ad

singular direct definite form

plural direct

c. The instrumental definite singular ends in 6ene Example:

ene by the bus

The genitive definite singular ends in 6ee Example:

e of the bus

13
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Examples of C nouns in sentences

ad etaiT odm gee Can (you) go by bus?

eadl 650 iieczna3 Is there a flashlight?

ft emcl em 0 a Do you have a ticket, sir?

1.24 D nouns: nouns declined like 0:0 'the hotel'

Important characteristics of D nouns

The direct definite singular form and the genitive definite
singular form of D nouns end in e . The dictionary entry form
given in () below is generally spelled with -qc , however.

(6dmc50)

(15.40)

e8ed (et,10)

the answer

the time, period

the table

Examples of D nouns in sentences

8 epee W0e04.

ecticA nog

nz8 e6-icib)

1.25 E nouns:

We came from the hotel.

At paddy cutting time, women take

food to the field.

nouns declined like ed 'the house'

In the direct definite singular, all E nouns end in cr.
The following Sinhale nouns belong to class E

the house

Mea Colombo

azq the middle

mac the afternoon

14
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Im ortant characteristics of E nouns

a. The direct definite singular and the genitive definite sin-
gular forms end in 4.

b. The instrumental definite singular ends in V.

c. The class has a very limited membership. Most nouns with
direct case endings in q belong to class B.

Examples <f E nouns in sentences

amen o3 em0 gesea ? is the gentleman in the house?

ma 88 enca0 osoEb. I am going to Colombo tomorrow.

THE RUVANVELI DAGABA FROM A DISTANCE WITH THE JETAVANARAMAYA
DAGABA (3rd CENTURY A.D.) TO THE RIGHT. FOREGROUND, THE NUWARA
WEWA, THE LARGEST TANK IN ANURADHAPURA (3000 ACRES).

1.3 The cases

1.31 The direct case

Direct case forms may be singular indefinite, singular defi-
nite or plural. Thus, et5315), 'the book', GLIMST, 'a book', and
GM& 'books', are all direct case forms.

15
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Subjects of verbs are in the direct case. For example:

There is a road.

I live in Kandy.

Father is going to India.

The aentleman came from America.

Direct objects of verbs are also usually in the direct case.

dt5)(i3 "6:GP 6D3a.

ars-Jen-x.33 '6a51 t)OnD3.

enc33 F2'GE) 6D750).

The gentleman sends letters.

The gentleman is sending a letter.

The gentleman is sending the letter.

The direct definite singular form is the one a Sinhala gives
when asked for the translation of an English word. It is also
the form entered in dictionaries.

1.32 The dative case

The dative case ending is a . Dative case forms may be
isingular definite, singular indefinite or plural. The dative

case in Sinhala most often translates the
i

English 'to somewhere,
something or someone.' Thus, a dative case form. is equatable
with what is sometimes called the indirect Object. Examples:

I am going to America,

I went to that village.

gave money to younger brother

I am going to a village.

I am going to the chenas.

1.321 Use

Sometimes dative case forms translate into English as in-
direct objects, as in the examples above. Sometimes they equate
with other structures, as in the examples below.

16

21
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For instance, with the verb Elnz 'want', the actor is in the
dative case. Exapples:

80 qeMmeD oft _

80 05)3 f7616T calm ami.

emdm(330 a eazim @mt.

want to go to America.

want to get a ticket.

The gentleman wants to drink tea.

The actors in sentences with seg 'can' and = cannot are
also in the dative case. Examples:

can speak Sinhala.

can read English.

The gentleman can drive cars.

Younger brother can go to India.

cannot speak Sinhala.

The gentleman cannot work.

Younger sister cannot go to America.

used inThe dative case form is used in construction with the verbs
gew.b and EiewilEb'be', to produce the meaning 'have' or 'have to'.
Examples:

ao 'de h_ ave money (lit. there is money
to me.).

amenau0 Mace 2LW.)3. The gentleman has a dog (lit., there
Ma dog to the gentleman).

With a dependent infinitive ecaml, takes on the meaning 'have to'.
Examples:

e 6 cjaN z ecimE .

80 613 7e e cien Sec,

0 nd
atorlisaaa ez@ geose3.

have to go home

have to go by car.

have to buy rice.

The gentleman has to work.

17
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1.322 Formation of dative case forms

In the singular definite, the dative case ending is added
to the direct definite singular form. Thus, emcd + c0 = emcdD
cod + 0 = d 0 , gmo 1- = newiD.

This rule applies to both animate and inanimate nouns. The
formula for forming the dative indefinite singular for inanimate
nouns is direct indefinite singular form + + 0.

For animate nouns the formula is: direct indefinite singular
form + c + a.

Examples:

emcdd a house emcdn0 to a house

odd a road 036a0 to a road

aeecd a dog adecte to a dog

eFem 3 a man agemq0 to a man

In the plural the dative case ending is added to the plural stem.
For inanimate nouns the plural stem is identical with the geHITIVe

6caec + 0 --_eD3Deplural (see 1.3323). For example,
'to the vegetables': emcdae8c + = emcdOdae _'to the houses'.
You can look at the formation of the dative plural of inanimate
nouns in another way: the ending aca is added to the direct
plural form. Thus, emcd-Od + De = emcadVe 'to the
houses', and so forth.

With animate nouns, the dative case ending is also added to the
plural stem. If the direct plural form ends in cp the plural
stem is identical with the direct plural. Thus:

plural stern dative plural

me(3)e3 moge:0 to the younger sisters

ae'd ad'e,3D to the younger brothers

If the direct plural form of an animate noun ends in @ , the stem
ends in . If it ends in 6 , the stem ends in e

Look at the examples below.
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direct plural

gentlemen'

chickens

plural stem plural dative

8moNot

qqed

8weiTticile

*Mg

8todqdz

RtWea

eneeer boys G5)3 ece. emecea

a&cf dogs ,Meg eo

tpieab those people q6e (Om -ea

The rules above will generate dative forms of all classes. Review
the sample paradigms and look at the dative case forms which
appear.

1.33 The genitive case
1.331 tSe

Nouns in the genitive case often show possession. Examples:

8 cs! Go3n. a book.

,dun ecil nD Father's daughter.

fttiTEDc-53 al dde.:13D.

w5T mado.

eoló e)(5.

In some instances they show location and translate the English
'on or in something'. Examples:

P18 DOD node d la_ 0.

atodna3 aza =Wed

88 cried smson. I live in a house.

The gentlemen's Sob.

The cover of the book.

The door of the house.

I work in the

The gentleman

government.

works in the hotel.

1.332 Formation of genitive case forms

Definite singular forms of the genitive must be memorized.
For some classes of nouns they are predictable from the direct
singular form, and for other classes they are not
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1.3321 Genitive definite singular forms.

In the genitive definite singular, class A nouns take the ending
. This ending is added to the direct definite singular form.

Examples:

direct definite singular genitive definite singular

gentleman

daughter

younger sister

For nouns ending in q one cannot determine the class by looking
at the direct definite singular. Both B and E nouns have direct
definite singular forms in q . If the noun is class E like em0
'house', the genitive definite singular form is identical with
the direct. If the noun is class B like ecvn 'the book', the
genitive definite singular ends in fY , i.e., med.

For class C nouns like cleft 'the bus', the genitive definite
singular form is predictable. It ends in C , i.e., W 6ed.

If the noun is class D like GearDel 'the hotel', the genitive
definite singular form is also predictable. It is identical
with the direct.

1.3322 Genitive indefinite singular forms

For inanimate nouns the formula is indefinite direct form plus

direct indefinite

a book

a hotel

a house

a road

genitive indefinite

of a book

of a hotel

of a house

mdm of a road

g

The formula for the genitive indefinite form of animate nouns is
indefinite direct form 4- ced . Examples:

direct indefinite

a

e513deed

as Ged

a dog

a boy

a cat

22
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of a dog
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1.3323 Genitive plural forms
The formula for genitive plural forms of inanimate
nouns is direct plural form pc . Examples:

direct plural Qenitive 2111E1

vegetables of vegetables

houses emOadac of houses

chenas eddac of chenas

The formula for the genitive plural of animate nouns is 1Ural
stem (cf. 1.32) Y . Sometimes the plural stem is identica
w[th the direct plural (see 1.32). For instance, in the case of
direct plurals ending in cp

edd

direct plural plural stem

arc, younger sisters Vic, c)ed

Cfcicie3 older brothers craciea qacieff

Often however, the plural stem is not identical with any case form.
For example:

direct plural plural stem plural genitive

@nodniaz gentlemen atod526ze atot5TridEdeol

ddse dogs ddeg adeeed
Gap eee boys G/5)3 doe endegeg

Elms] genitive

With c and @ plurals, note above in 1.32 that the formula for
the plural stem is direct plural form, minus the final vowel plus
either cg or qg . If the direct plural ends in c , add cg
for the stem; if it ends in a , add qg

1.34 The instrumental case

1.341 Use

Instrumental case forms are generally translated into English as
'by, with or from something.' Appropriate translations vary.
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waece a,03.

arde tift6 11

I went by train.

Some of these goods are mine.

tc.32 g3eg 4Ga3Eneee. He came

instrumental case

from America.

1.342 Formation of Ms

1.3421 Instrumental definite singular forms.

end in either ge or 6e

instrumental

For inanimate nouns
Examples:

definite ein211AE:

the instrumental

direc

forms

Class B nouns emm book emene

Class C nouns c1/15 car 6)36 tDene

Class D nouns G(IGT.5 table Aerie

Class E nouns emc,6 house emc3e

Look back at the sample paradigms given above in 1.2.

The formula for the instrumental definite singular form of animate
nouns is direct definite sin sular form plus em e. Examples:

he

girl

instrumental

6c33 ecne

cec_ne

1.3422 Instrumental indefinite singular forms.

For inanimate nouns the formula is direct indefinite singular
plus ge Examples:

indefinite singular: direct instrumental

ce a book tnt9e

et 6t1 a house cimciEle

For animate nouns the formula is direct indefinite singular form

plus cGme Examples:

24
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direct indefinite singular instrumental indefinite singuiar

a son

a daught

1.3423 Instrumental plural forms

With inanimate nouns the formula for the instrumental
plural is 21.21E1 direct form D e Ex mples:

direct pAural,

GwOM
G 03

Gee

houses

books

chenas

instrumental plural

em00eD

Gems
GeeD'7de

The fonuula for the instrumental plural of animate nouns is pluralstem eme . Examples:

direct plural plural stem instrumental ElRaL

amenzdt gentlemen amettc507 anonTtic505Teme

moGic) younger sisters neve, eG3;13T

1.4 Definite and indefinite forms of the noun

Definiteness and indefiniteness are marked only in the singular
The definite forms such as cod, 'road', ftT tin 'bus', and me
'plow', may be translated as 'road, bus, plow' or 'the road, thebus, the plow'. Indefinite forms such as mbe , c7AT 6ne , and

nqcni , are best translated as 'a road, a bus, a plow'.

The direct indefinite of inanimate nouns ends in cgs . Examples:

direct indefinite form

G.G1c4e

male

6061

The direct indefinite of animate nouns ends in . Examples:

a house

a village

a country
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direct indefinite foxlu

adece a dog

.gene a son

Formulasfor the formation of all definite and indefinite case
forms have appeared in 1.3.

1.5 Animate and inanimate nouns: agreement

As previously noted in 1.2, animate nouns are declined
differently than those which are inanimate. There are also
differences in agreement, some of which are given below.

1.51 /30(.35)&3 and genD3 'be'.

Examples:

aece, gen).

5118 Me3

There are younger brothers.

There are cars.

The verbs Go*D1 and glzsa both mean 'be'. Forms of the verb
@sonD, may only be used with subjects which are inanimate.
gemB) is used only with animate subjects.

1.52 Animate and inanimate nouns and amALIIiLl.

There are animate numerals and inanimate numerals. Animatenumerals either modify or are substituted for animate nouns.
Inanimate numerals either modify or are substituted for inanimate
nouns. Examples:

8todqdt qd GqGne

tal6 qad Scone'.

Rf e4G

6Gonne

.

all.

27
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There are three cars.

There are three (animate)

There are three (inanimate).
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Broenec3f

atge%61 045Tene

arozgriat q T eG.3)e

8met26E mnd eenni

ametidz urS

Bmtlnidt Geng
other numeral forms appear

a gentleman
2 gentlemen

3 gentlemen

4 gentlemen

5 gentlemen

6 gentlemen

in 6

a house

ern46D 2 houses

em4da 3 houses
ec3)cdee ton6t51 4 houses

Gmc oed rim 5 houses

dOg mot§ 6 houses

ENTRANCE TO UAMBULLA ROCK TEMPLES
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2. Verbs

2.1 Basic classes. Sinhala verbs fall into three main classes:

1. Verbs with a stem vowel q. Example: _n63 'cut'

2. Verbs with a stem vowel. Example: azGomD3 'fall'

3. Verbs with a stem vowel ci?, Example: (*-01 'bind'

The verb forms given above are simple present tense forms. The
simple present tense form is the one entered in most Sinhala
dictionaries.

The formula for the stem of a Sinhala verb is simple aresent tense
form minus mD3 . The vowel on the end of this stem iS called the
stem vowel. For most verbs all forms are predictable once the
stem vowel is known although there is a small list of "irregular
verbs" (which regrettably for the learner are those of highest
frequency). The first vowel in the stem is called the root vowel.
Make a note of the stem and root vowels in the verb forms giVen
above.

2.2 Present tense forms

2.21 The simple present tense or b163 form. Examples:

88 c 6 cm

crg83 ariT

gdezn:ree

I am going home.

There are four stones.

Younger brother is coming in this
direction.

Mother cooks rice.

The schoolmaster teaches Sinhala.

2.22 The emphatic present tense or zee form.

It is home that I am going.

It is meat that I am eating

Where are (you) going?

What are (you) doing?
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Both the *C3 and the eee forms are present tense forms. Usually
the use of the :lee form means that some item other than the verb
in the sentence is singled out for emphasis. Examples:

a. neGildtD 400 q 3 .

b. 5)eldla 3eee lo0.

a.

b.

The office opens at 8:00.

It is at 8:00 that the office
opens.

%1F:_)3. Be is coming back in the evening.

q3c9 mBm. It is in the evening that he is
coming back.

In the b" sentences above, the words 100 and me v are singled
out for emphasis. In the "a" sentences no particular item is
singled out for emphasis.

9.23 The question marker and present tense forms

The question marker c may follow the n-)) form of the verb.
Examples:

()WeM03 sm e c_nF)1 Is the gentleman going home?

G72,V5la3 Are (you) drinking water?

Pecan Eb is there money?

But the question mark never follows the do form of the verb.
It always goes after sumo other item in the sentence, usually the
emphasized one. Examples?

6v3 emc :p is Dv 4?

c1FT;

tici3

Is it in the evening that he is
coming home?

Is it at 8:00 that the office
closes?

Is it water that he is drinking.
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2.24 Negatives with the present tense.
2.241 The negative of EZ3

Affirmative

Negative

Affirmative

Negative

Affirmative

Negative

Affirmative

Negative as z ndnle751 I don't work.

88 e)-inD).

88 --aeGe nor.

as

_3 .

Z

meee znz.

I drink.

I don't drink.

The gentleman goes.

The gentleman doasn't go.

I eat eggs.

I don't eat eggs.

n6n03. I work.

The formula for negating the Na form is def form ml Two
exceptions are the verbs EGOMD3 'be' (inanimate) and gala -0,3 'be'
(animate). Their negative forms are simply nz.

2.242 Negating emphatic senten ces with e- 'is not'.

Affirmative E) 06Ne nen. It is to the store that I am
going.

Negative as ceee
ene83.

Affirmative

Negative
GMG83.

It is not to the store that
am going.

I live in America.

It is not in America that I live.

Affirmative 88 Ga375Tee 8-6. It is water that I drink.

Negative as Gan Tee eqd It is not water that I drink.
eme83.

Affirmative aa mgee &Imo. It is eggs that I eat.

Negative as ee aem6 It is not eggs that I eat.
OMG
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In emphatic sentences such as the ones above, the item singled out
for emphasis follows the verb. This type of sentence is negated
by adding G.nea,'is nbt/are not', after the emphasized item.

2.25 Negative /interrogative sentences_.

Sentences with ene83, 'is not/are not' may be made interrogative
by adding the question marker in sentence final position.
Sentences with ni such as those in 2.241 are also negated with
the question marker c . nz plus becomes nted; Examples:

if)tDrInci, The gentleman doesn't go.

PMeM03 ceee Doesn't the gentleman go?

DtD note

OtD incleGnr nz4.q?

I don't work.

Don't I work?

2.26 Present forms with question words.

Question words such as e536)67, 'what' ,ea3751e3 , 'what', eraeg , where',

and others occur in sentences with the gee form of the verb. With

the exception of , 'why', which stands alone, these words are
immediately followed by the question marker 4 . Examples:

BVItncli CrleGti. emem38 How are you going, sir?

elan am mm mogeg e-b-)D3 What are you doing, madam?

r7/5)0 -eg ealne -e83n e 4 What do you call that?

emgno) Sicgeg ea:514? Why do you sing, sir?

ert cae.G e amen= Why are you going, sir?

Where are you living, madam?enrima anntInca, GEnG81 geed?

When present verbs in the negative occur in construction with
question words they take the shape -6Tee form plus nzgeg.

Examples:

qui cage mzt eg?/cge Nzgeg Why don't you go?
eal5)4?

eanD3 mcsee nzded? What aren't you doing?
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2.27 The emphatic negative form

The dee form plus noledwhich has appeared above with question
words is an emphatic negative form of the verb. Compare:

as dded meg00 It is to the store that I am
going.

as deed : It is not to the store that I
am going.

reerfdiD qBeed crOD. It is at 8:00 that the office
opens.

It is not at 8:00 that the office
opens.

See section 2.242 for sentences which although different in
structure from those above are roughly similar in meaning.

2.28 Rapid speech forms

Before a following mzand some other negative forms based on it
such as meMs16 , theereeform of the verb becomes in rapid speech.
Examples:

Optimal signal tDcv DeD mdmee -z.

Rapid speech
form

Optimal signal

Rapid speech
form

He doesn't work.

f)di Eha tilde sit. He doesn't work.

eGe Why doesn't he go?

t5)Z15TGe Gi!-)3 Why doesn't he g
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2.29 This thing is mine./ That is a loaf of bread. Equational

sentences.

Sentences of the form x is y lack verbs in Sinhala. Examples.

Gem ewsla This thing is mine.

me G(5005. That is a loaf of bread.

q3 e. The car is new.

one c? Is the shirt a good one?

2.291 Negation

When the word in the "y" slot is an adjective, it is negated
with rat Examples:

6 et.) 13e The car is not new.

Bra G i. The work is not easy.

When the word in the "y" slot is a noun or pronoun, it is negated

with Gmeao . Examples.

emeaa.

ecoa Bug emGB3. The shirt is not a good one.

CG OT GM eci.

That is not a loaf of bread.

This thing is not mine.

2.3 The present verbal ajective or n form

2.31 Use of the m form

The m form precedes the noun it modifies. Examples:

nct

nun G-

geumcsOn ea.

ciBm Gum

Going_ men (or men who are going)

Paddy cutting time.

Sinhala learning children (or
children who are learning Sinhala)

The book I am reading.
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ndn E. The work which the government is
doing.

Note that constructions with the present verbal adjective often
equate with English relative clauses.

2.32 Formation of the form

The m form is made up of the verb stem , Examples:

simple present form verb stem

go o -

drink G

2.33 Forms base

cut
fry

on the present verbal adjective

2.331 The G51,0 'when', form.

form

c575)

2.3311 Use.

The enip form is used to convey the meaning 'When (I) am doing
something.' The action in the emiD clause is simultaneous with
the action in the main clause. Examples=

as tq8 nnen roc

ElciF26)'6

88 75-13)en

I read the papers when
eating breakfast.

ram. When I bathe, I sing.

2.3312 Formation of the en0 form.

The en30 form is made up of the present verbal adjective plus
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present verbal adjective

ealM

MOM

2.332 The mg 'till' form.

2.3321 Use

etita form

go cinema

drink eammoa

cut omeno0

fry a'25)etsoD

The ne form is used to convey the meaning 'until such an action
happens.' Examples.

10 eOnne, as rata mdeng. I'll work until (it becomes) 8:00,
if you like.

amilmo3 rD75):

OeD gad m

Stay till the gentleman comes.

He isn't coming till I finish the
work.

2.3322 Formation of the mg form.

The-mg form is made up of the present verbal adjective plus ad
Examples:

present verbal adjective me form

can become eann/

COM go cmnd

an come 6mne

mdm do dmm

2.3333 Stylistic variation

There is a me form which is a variant of the */ form. Example:

gen. Wait till he comes.
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2.333 The present verbal pjjective with Eco,

2.3331 Use

ecause'.

The present verbal adjective occurs in construction with Erm,

'because', and has the meaning 'because (subject) does such and
such.' Examples:

6c.3 ET)z@ nds

col

Because he is working.

Because the gentleman is going.

Because I am eating breakfast.

I can't go now because I am measuring
the rice.

I can't come now because I am
studying Sinhala.

2.3332 Related negative forms

The negative adjectival form isn
appear before nn take the form

Ge eta mom.

08 am-) EC]

80 8'5TenT ntEi

Negative present verbs which
form plus ntm . Examples:

Because I am going.

Because I am not going.

Because I am measuring the rice.

Because I am not measuring the rice.

2.3333 Dialect and stylistic variation

Another word meaning 'because' is ?a. It occurs in the same
types of constructions as no: .

2.4 Past tense forms

2.41 The simple past tense form

Present as Eta zndva3.

Past 88 DeD emotD3.
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Present 8

Past

I am learning Sinhala.

88 i. learned Sinhala.

The simple past tense form of the verb expresses completed action.
It fills slots which are similar to those filled by the simple
present tense, or na) form, i.e., it usually goes at the end of
a sentence and it may be followed by the question marker q

2.42 The emphatic past tense form

Emphatic present as neezT d.

Emphatic past

It is meat that T am eating.

BB znze 8d. It was meat that I ate.

Emphatic present =lee en3e51? Where are you going?

Emphatic past @GC erzed. Where did you go?

The emphatic past tense form also expresses completed action.
Like the emphatic present form, it is used when some item other
than the verb in the sentence is singled out for emphasis. It is
also used with question words. It is not followed directly by
the question marker

2.43 Predicting the simple past tense form from the nD3 form.

Step 1: Remove the m83 suffix. This leaves the verb stem.

For example:

Simple present tense form verb stem

0 83 cut no-

break Ina

pound ena-
get cut alZe0-

get broken vze8-

fall DEG
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simple present tense form

mto bind

verb stem

12'-nt3 fry

Step 2: If the root vowel is change it to eft

If the root vowel is q3 change it to

If the root vowel is change it to

If the root vowel is 8 change it to e

If the root vowel is c change it to g

If the root vowel is cn change it to d

If the root vowel is qt, crz C , , or 6, do not change
it. For example:

basic stem altered stem

nu- cut

break

get cut

emit- pound e

wash edc-

bark Md

scratch into-

Step 3: Look at the stem vowel. If the stem vowel is ,

remove it and add Verbs with stem vowel et are class 1 verbs.
If the stem vowel is t , remove it and add ono. Verbs with stem
vowel t are class 2 verbs. If the stem vowel is g , remove it,
double the preceding consonant and add cp. Verbs with stem vowel
g are class 3 verbs. Examples:

simple present tense form simple past tense form

nun& cut mato

n@s03 break nzgO3

Ozn pound n
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simple present tense form simple past tense form

gc527 a3 bark McizD3

micma3 wash edg3

imorma3 get cut 12z9313

BEGOrDba fall azg

aqm8: fry az4'c2

25)&3m83 climb mdcm

mzESZto82 get up

8s/03 measure

302

2.44 irregular mast tense verb forms

There is a small list of verbs for which some forms are
irregular. Below is a list of high frequency verbs with
irregular past tense forms.

simple present tense form simple past tense form

gemei be (animate)

Eiecima3 be (inanimate)

e0n,"03 become

mosEh do emdzD3

Gq19)D3 give Gem,

-en1D3 get mem

El] go MOM

elalEh come qv%

odbE)) bring GCOV3D3

nomb, eat MID3

OW)* drink MD3

cmb put, place ctg&
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simple present tense for

bathe

smear

plow

simple past tense form

mgD2

mo3

2.45 Predicting the emphatic past tense form from the simple past
tense form

The formula for deriving the emphatic past tense form from
the simple past form is: replace final pwith e. Examples:

simple past form emphatic past form

do ezah0

be ee

cut atSe0

break

2.46 Negative and interrogative past tense forms

The negative and interrogative forms of the simple and emphatic
past parallel those of the present. These forms are illustrated
below.

simple am m crOD cpa. The gentleman came at 8:00.

emphatic amd003 cre0 egOD. It was at 8:00 that the gentleman
came.

simple/ amtfto, 400 a 5 mz. The gentleman didn't come at 8:00.
neg.
emphatic,
neg.

amdt4m peg mveed crOD. It wasn't at 8:00 that the gentle-
man came.

simple/? amdmo3 egOD

emphatic ''83)5TCDcs) Pell crOD

46

Did the gentleman come at 8:00?

Was it at 8:00 that the gentleman
came?
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simple/
neg.0 mz

CrOa epeg Didn't the gentleman come at 8:00?

emphatic/ amdcua, 135 zT 3 Wasn't it at 8:00 that the gentleman
neg. /? q00 came?

2.47 Dialect variation

Alternant past tense forms of three common verbs appear below.

simple present A simple past B simple past

mm e: ask eFtMe3 efttoz0e3

aim D: hit mzsO: 13)630t0a:

DmmD, close Dzs03 attiDED3

Both variants may be heard in the speech of educated speakers,
although variant A is preferable.

Most other variants of past tense forms are non-standard. They
include gem for nm , 'drank', saa3 ,for84nD , 'was', and others.
In some areas of the Kandyan highlands the past tenses of all
Class 1 verbs conform to a pattern other than the one which has
been set out above and show no vowel change from present to past.
Since these forms are low prestige forms, however, they occur
infrequently in conversations with non-native speakers.

2.48 Forms based on the past tense: the past verbal adjective.

2.481 Use

The past verbal adjective occurs in constructions which are sim-
ilar to those in which the present verbal adjective occurs.
It precedes the noun it modifies. Examples:

aa ezgm no3 66)

88 gonm m8.

ElLqn gn.

The visa I obtained.

The village where I was born.

Broken pots.

2.482 Formation of the past verbal adjective form.

The past verbal adjective is formed by replacing finale?: of
the simple past tense form with el . Examples:
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simp past form

aloe,

go

come

see

get
broken

fry

2.483 The past verbal adjective with

past verbal adjective

, 'because

Like the present verbal adjective the past verbal adjective
occurs in constructions with ma , 'because'. Examples:

atoetic.33 airs fit53

as g50 mt_a

88 cgeB3zsle gcnn

Because the gentleman went.

Because I broke the pots.
Because I was born in America.

Examples of past tense negative forms with gm are given below.

aMetc)c.lo &ec3 zoza git33 Because the gentleman didn't go.

as r7 nt&GE m Ft33 Because I didn't break the pots.

as qe8325r3a gel et mai Rm. Because I wasn't born in America.

Note: There are some other Sinhala verb forms which are derived
from the past but which Are not discussed in this section. They
include the 'When' form and the 'even if' forms which are taken
up in sections 2.8 and 2.9.

2.5 The Infinitive Form

2.51 Use

2.511 The infinitive form is used as the request form:

gIWM. Please sit down.

emci c_ Please go home.

mz8 mem. Please ea-
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Request forms are negated by adding the word Om

You shouldn't shout.

Please dcin't go home.

Don't drink the water.

6-)gotoem f)C13

e(3)6 cal v &,.

3b-575) -603.

2.512 Infinitives may be the objects of other verbs:

as men DJ.

as nza Oza.

aa nee ndn @nz

Gan-i'3

I am going to bathe.

I am coming to eat.

I don't want to eat.

Can't drink water.

2.513 When the infinitive is followed by the question marker ,
it has the meaning "Should (I) do something?."

as e8wo8 cogn 4? Should I write like this?

cign Should I go tomorrow.

2.52 Formation of the Infinitive Form

The formula for the infinitive form is verb stem plus gn . Some
dialects have variants with and 3 . Examples:

Verb stem

ed-

Infinitive

go oem (0ea,

come

eat

bring

-85175) (-6er,

men (netI, mgD)

eggn (edg@, edga)

give eqgn(sqga, csqea)

cut nnen(rmea, mcea)

do m6gn(n6g6, miga)

pound en30d (etsv0da, ezmDeD)
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me@ e3

Having given the money, I got the
goods. ( gave the money and got
the goods)

Having closed the shop, the
shopkeeper went to Kandy. (The
shopkeeper closed the shop and went
to Kandy)

In English, events are often sequenced with and, For

I went and got it.

He took a bath and went to bed.

I am going to the store and buy some fruit.

Flour the fish and fry it.

It is also possible to say

Having gone, I got it.

Having taken a bath, I went to bed.

Having gone to the store, I'll buy some fruit.

Having floured the fish, fry it.

Although the second renditions are less frequent in American English
and may seem somewhat awkward, they literally translate the forms
which appear in Sinhala. In Sinhala sometimes several events are
sequenced in this fashion. For example:

ape,3
Seri mem ea= .

6 fade', Having eaten, having bathed, having
gone home, I went to bed. (I ate,
bathed, went home and went to bed)

This "having" form is called the participle. The participle may
also be joined with forms of the verb meomlEb'be', to form perfect
tenses. For example:

C 0g000

epea3m@a aecinD3.

C

6d3 qea8m3DO 77-e

51

I have seen that movie.

He has gone to America.

I had seen that movie.

He had gone to America.
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2.611 Perfect forms

2.6111 Present perfect forms

The participle plus ec.325)-Do , 'be', has the meaning 'have done
something.' Examples:

BB 4eB3nO0 ip inecjme3. I have gone to America.

88 a3 ae mcp seomai. I have eaten milk rice.

88 eriabi rsi ci neonD3. I have written two books.

These forms are present perfect forms.

2.6112 Past perfect forms

The participle plus 'be(past}', has the meaning 'had
done something.' Examples:

a8 4-83m00

/R3C3

a eme G4ve

I had gone to America.

I had eaten milk rice.

I had written two books.

These forms are past perfect forms.

2.612 The participle alone as a finite verb.

Sometimes the participle stands alone as the finite verb. It
has a perfect sense and occurs primarily with third person
subjects.

nziTeziciz qzzi 633 The office has opened now.

nz-e OeenA50 t2ff lt2. The post office has closed now.

2.613 EuRIly2, interrooati-- and em hatic forms with the
perfect.-

Perfect forms may be made negative, interrogative, negative/
interrogative and emphatic by applying the appropriate formulas
(outlined in 2.1 and 2.3) to the auxiliary on D) , 'be'. No
change is made in the participle.
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2.614 Durative and continuous forms with the participle.

With animate subjects the participle combines with forms of the
verb ge3)63 , 'be', to make forms which are durative (and sometimes
continuous) in meaning. For example:

88 @me,3 genD3.

eaC:

Gs gem.

I'm married. (I'm married now and
I continue to be.)

I was residing in Colombo. (1

started living there and continued
to do so for some time.)

Look at (in the direction of) the
gentleman. (Start doing it and
keep on doing it,)

KANDY LAKE WITH TEMPLE OF THE TOOTH IN DISTANCE

2.62 Formation of the participle.

2.621 Class 1 verbs

The formula for the participle for class 1 verbs is verb stem
plus CP. Examples.

simple present

mt.525 cut

(5)cma3 see

verb stem

54
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simile present

mq1503

co50,

GD25)D3

make

cook

run

verb stem

me

c

participle

toe)

C0C2

G

2.622 Class 2 verbs

class 2 verbs

verb stem

is verb stem

particiaL

The formula for the participle for
minus a plus

simple present

vls.no-03 get cut mzeu D1z8C3

nzeanD3 get broken Inz Ga 1SZ@C3

ede6ne3 understand tided Ge3e3

azeOnD3 fall DteD az0e3

2.623 Class 3 verbs

The formula for the participle for class 3 verbs is altered verb
stem minus @ plus egc3_,

simple present verb stem participle

aSme3 measure 0z 80113

ma,

a ma3

fry

brush

at'7

at''

azqc3

azqc,3

2.624 Participle forms of irregular verbs

The participle forms of the high.frequency irregular verbs
which appeared in 2.44 are given below. Note that not all the
forms below are irregular.

simple present participle

gem D3 be (animate) MP
gec575)D3 be (inanimate) Sam
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simple present

<3075)&3 become

15)&703 do

(3z003 give

(5))5M-)03 get

cm)03 go

6za come

solvD3 bring

a)75)03 eat

0325a drink

835)03 put, place

n3-03 smear

cg33)D3 plow

EM a3 bathe

participle
sVel

6c3

2.7 The form or participial adjective

2.71 Use

Like the other adjectival forms derived from verbs which have been
discussed previously in Sinhala Structures, the form modifies
a preceding noun. Examples:

ce to4g em c:5 The house (which has been) made
with wood.

a)ICS ar.5

B&

-5)16a0 me

Fried meat; meat which has been
fried.

The rice I have measured.

The tees which have been cut.
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Like the other adjectives, the s form occurs in construction with
Sco , 'because'. Examples:

&,, c 46 to4g 751

4@a3 ec,( azn

Because he has built the house.

Because mother has measured the
rice.

The formula for the negative of the above forms is participle
plus nt8

&i3 em0 mES nem.

iTga3 151ZFD

Because he hasn't built the
house.

Because mother hasn't measured
the rice.

The participial adjective also figures in the formation of a
'when' form which is discussed below in 2.8

2.72 Formation

2.721 Class 1 verbs.

The formula for the g form of Class 1 verbs is participle
form minus cp plus s Examples:

participle

moo r cut

n@cp break n@s

ma make,
build

aCC3 see

2.722 Class 2 verbs.

The formula for the n form of Class 2 verbs isf participle
form minus co plus: @a Examples:

participle'

9 form

Egqg

aes

:orm

Oz 003 fall azOgF)

JAM(' get cut

mzge3 get broken nzMa
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2.723 Class 3 verbs.

The formula for the s form of Class 3 verbs is: participle form
minus e3 plus s Examples:

participle form

mtme3 climb bizms

azel fry azS

agq!) measure anis

brush azqa

2.724 Irregular verbs

s forms for the high frequency verbs which show irregularities
in numerous forms are given below.

simple 212!2E1 form

gebia3 be (anima

mE3

easEb

6

ec503

meniEb get

Eh go

6nD3 come

bring

on-03 eat

G27503 drink

q3nD3 put, place

mvoi1 smear

r1337503 plow

zo3mD3 bathe

be (inanimate)

become

do

give
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2.8 The 'when' forms

2.81 Use

One 'when' form, the enD form has been discussed above in
2.331. It contrasts in meaning with another 'when' form, the

form. Examples:

a aa ed- e

nonEb.
b as ed a

-g@ When I wash clothes, I use soap.

en,Eb. When I wash clothes that is,
after I have done so), my hands
get red.

c as emm80 onv5.730, efetecjepezl
onD).

d as comaa 630:
e4o3e5megeqcr_ mc567).

When I go to Sri Lanka, I'll go
by airplane.

When I go to Sri Lanka, work
for the Department of Agriculture.

With forms of the verb, the action in the 'when' clause
precedes the action in the second clause. For example, in
sentence a above, 'When I wash clothes, my hands get red', the
meaning is that the hands do not get red until after the clothes
are washed. By contrast in sentence h, 'When I wash clothes,
I use soap', the actions are simultaneous, that is, soap is
being used in the process of washing the clothes. Hence the
enDform is appropriate in the 'when' clause (see section 2.331
for a detailed discussion).

2.82 Formation of the a form.

The formula for the a form is simple past tense form plus

simple past

13103 go

come

fry

cut

do
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2.83 Dialect variation

In the speech of some speakers the formula for the 8 form is as
follows: past verbal adjective plus ma . Examples:

Rest verbal adjective

(7)ci go

q3D come

break

nt9

enc5zD

cut

do

a form

na

z!_pmc3

enozainc,

2.84 An :dditional 'when' form.

An additional 'when' form is built on the participial adjective
and it differs little in meaning from the a forms described above.
The formula for this form is participial adjective ( form)
plus

participial adjective form. derived P form.

IPS come cpsma

n6n do mdsma

DzMa fall Dznama

azqg

2.9 The 'if' 0 5

fry atamai

There are a number of forms and constructions in Sinhala which
equate with the English 'if (I) do something.' Two types of
equivalents are discussed below.

2.91 A conditional form of the verb.

ems erSec=5., cg00 If it rains tomorrow, we can't go
ev3Gc3en600 cem az. to Polonnaruwa.
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act 6, gm eam&). If you were to eat this food,
you would become sick.

The 'if' forms in the sentences above are conditional forms of
the verb.

The formula for the conditional form of the verb is: simple
past form minus q3 plus Bni Examples:

simple past

CZ,

q3D3

em6z63

cs)

conditional

go GC.33e

come cf3e3t1

do GL5K5ZGE

take t iGb13 ti

Another conditional form based on the present stem occurs in
Sinhala, but it ia not illustrated in General Conversation because
it seems to be of low frequency in speech and therefore of minor
importance. The formula for this form is present stem pluserod
For example, B8 alend , 'if I go.'

2.92 Basic forms of the verb plus mg 'if'.

The English 'If (I) (am) doing something', may be expressed by a
present form plus , 'if'. Examples:

g MIA If there are coconuts in the shop,
tell me.

6136a (3-75)83 If we go to Colombo, I'll drive
-6cDeng, the car, if you like.

Past forms with mg are not semantically parallel to those of the
present. They usually'have the meaning 'If (I) had done something'.
Examples:

0, a If there had been coconuts in the
shop, I wouldn't be going to Kandy.

If we had gone to Colombo, I would
have driven the car.
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2.10 The 'even form

mm0 Ge fine mce, Gene, Even if you prepare a plain tea
(for him), he will not drink.it.G6,)3zTee

as &133 @ t7 7i# 80 Even if I send him letters, he willto&-d eee

as
-603

88_6a 69ee,
ne(3 seG- t.

not give me the money.

Even though I prepared a plain tea
(for him), he would not drink it.

Even though I sent him letters,
he would not give me the money.

Examples of the 'even if' form of the verb appear above. The
formula for the 'even if' form is simple past tense form minus
CP plus 7e.

2.11 The 'although' oonstruction.

Examples of the 'although' construction which is very common in
most normal communication appear below. The formula for the
although construction is simple past tense form of the verb
plus 0 plus u8/6) c ee7-!).35) however, may be omitted.

el5130 e
nInc5C0e ez6ze

Although he goes to school, he
doesn't learn English.

Although six people became ill,
no one died.

Note that the tense of the entire sentence is determined by that
of the main clause.

2.12 First 22EE2L1 verb forms

2.12.1 The e'ag form.

The icTn-3 form occurs only with first person subjects. It has
a co dltative meaning in that it announces'an intention of per-
forming an activity and at the same time requests leave to do so.
For example:

as awerno3o * mP. tell the gentleman, if you
like.

The addressee generally responds as follows:

64



Sinhala Structures

John B8 amenc10 oeng.

Mary. emi3.3. 0

I'll tell the gentleman, if you
like.

Good. Tell him.

The formula for the formation of the ev form is verb stem plus
eng . Examples:

!iElp/2 pyesent

LIND)

verb stem

go

come

tell

do no

2.12.2 The form

Whereas the eng form may occur with first person singular or
first person plural subjects, the g form occurs only wit' the
first person plural. It has the meaning 'lets do something.'
The subject (c0 , 'we') may be stated or understood. Examples:

gvocle acen g.

nza -n.

It may precede

.9

the

Let's go see a movie.

Let's eat breakfast.

question marker

Should we g

Should we eat?

The formula for the negative is en] plus a stem form of the
participle plus , 'let's stay/be.' The literal translation

,-.is 'not having done something, let's (just) be
clt,

is theg form of gem3, 'be.' it is irregular. Examples:

enca

65

Let's not see.
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The formula for the form is: verb stem plus Examples:

simple present verb stem r form

C5 75)D3 go 0 g

ac25)V2 see aC ae

z5n5) eat V g

Two irregular forms appear below.

simile present

cogvD3 take, get

genD3 be

2.13 The i for

form

The 3 form appears with second and third person subjects, usu-
ally with the latter, and has the meaning '(he) is likely to do

something.' Examples:

ameno3 toDc The gentleman is likely to come
in the evening.

DC73 eta ft)0 cacti. He is likely to go to the show.

The negative of the EI form is similar to the negative form. The

formula is cam plus a stem form of the participle plus

, 'likely to stay, be.' ciga is the 0 form of genes

'be'. Its form is irregular. Examples:

'603 ernel gcl. He is not likely to see it.

603 e g ,*75. He is not likely to g

The a form may precede the question marker .

The formula for the form is: verb stem plus

66
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simple present

gen)03

verb stem

go 0

some

do

say

be [irregular form]

orm

Boa

Thea form has a dialect variant with V The rules for forming it
are different, and it does not appear to be very common. Hence it
is not taken up here.

2.14 Special verbs

2.14.1 inz8E0 'like'.

68 GP

eg

GCS 25115)

C Q GOMOVN q?

2

I like this country.

don't like these vegetables.

Do (you) like to drink tea?

Do (you) like to study Sinhala?

The word mze613 means 'like or like to'. The actor is in the
direct case. If there is an object, it is in the dative case,
i.e.,

86 0 0 0c0 *taa3. I like vegetables.

An infinitive may also be the object of *033 , i.e.,

as zolozb tDdo ed ca3r3to zelS ml. He doesn't like to drink tea
without sugar.

Sentences with mtBEici may be made interrogative by adding

They may be made negative by adding mz.

may be made past by adding
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2.14.2 83_ 'can' , az , 'cann t',

qeg , 'can' and az ,

Examples:
80 etze@ oem 836

ap Ozanden) 00Dg.

ED 5o 15m3r963N 8

BO c6 ciem a,.

atorirociJo gionc Naanden

'can't', take actors in the dative case.

can go to Colombo.

can work.

can speak Sinhales.

can't go home.

The gentleman can't speak
Sinhala.

normally occurs in sentence final position, as above, but
may also occur there with no change in meaning.

83DN and az usually occur with a dependent infinitive. Examples:

7c.130 nen 8358. He can plow.

awducio vend a m r e . The gentleman can read the papers.

oen Dmernc.330 Gano 6e, az. The lady can't come here.

Sentences with 8eg and az may be made interrogative by adding.
. Before 4 , neg changes to tlee and az to az8 . Examples:

0 onin6

613d1930 3CCOD
aZa 4?

Sentences with
past form of eE)

043 BO tws

em nee Can you read the papers, sir?

6 ftTm Can't you come before 12:00,
father?

and al may be made past by adding n3 the
'become.' Examples:

a. was able to come last Sunday.

Bd eto3,0 cm-Tm aza n3. l was not able to cook the meat
well.

69



Sinhala Structures

2.14.3 an! , 'want'.

11 , 'want', takes an actor in the dative case. Examples:

no m795.0a (Jen an!. I want to go to Colpetty junction.

aD in! saw -oe3 Opono I want to see the movie called
Gehenu Lamay.

WO rf nen 13z)!. I want to eat milk rice.

Sentences with tst may be made interrogative by adding
Examples:

P,.pen020 nrm e)ne flz*z Does the gentleman want a isa?

6 a zz.7 7 Gen Does he want to give me the docu-
ments now?

They may be made negative by adding mz . Examples:

8memn 6me Smz nz. The gentleman doesn't want a milk
tea.

am! He doesn't want to take the
documents.

They may be made past by adding z71 Examples:

80 entEiecnii een an! i61. I wanted to come by train.

8m c 0 emde-top(31716) Pmz The gentleman wanted to build
a house.

@nt may be preceded either by a dependent infinitive or by a

noun in the direct case. In sentences with dependent nouns only

there is an alternate negative form with an . an is equival-

ent to an! nz 'don't want' and replaces the entire phrase. Ex-

amples,k_
ao ms t)cu. I don't want any milk, i.e.,

no milk for me.

80 e

70
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2.15 Negatives in Sinhala: some summary remarks and some
additions.

At this point most of the negative processes and words which occur
in Sinhala have been discussed in connection with the verb forms
to which they apply. They includevz and its various forms, at
and its forms, and GmGa0. The negative GV3 has been mentioned
only briefly in connection with certain specific forms. A more
detailed and general treatment appears below.

The negative en3

Gno negates forms in dependent clauses such as the conditional
form of the verb;

GM_ teG*C33di ae so- If it doesn't rain tomorrow,
en ge 6575o3. I'm going to the Pettah.

the 'even if' form.

tD:i30 en iii &.13

the a form:
t%la Ot10 CM, (7%33 8D

the ein30 form:
t'Do3

nr..5n1FJ3 .

and others.

Even if I don't tell him, he'll
come.

When he doesn't go to wo
mad.

When he's not working, he is
playing.

It may also negate verbal adjective forms:

ad enbtim d- wend -n83. The people who don't eat meat
eat eggs.

get

Gngici u ee neGIM8zA The women who didn't go to Colombo
genu3 are in our office.

as en_ emcd
even if they occur in other
types of constructions:

ea emc5 onmgs

The house I haven't built.

Because I haven't built the house.

These are the important principal uses of GM3
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2.16 'It seems'

The particle Q means 'it seems', and it is added to basic
of the verb. Examples-

rGt7.1,T rpnl G 3 gOnCi

GMT3)t)

&3 ern EiGeMth He evidently has money on him.

When ml precedes 3 it becomes z . Examples:

He evidently has no money on him.

It seems there is a good movie
showing at the Lido.

n,rizr! nee,73-66,e9 cEa
ndeGuy mzs 0.

It seems that he doesn't work in
the post office.

may follow parts of speech other than verbs. For example:

nzuze ame*c) 3. They say he's the postmaster.

3. It seems that the gentleman is
rich.

2.17 Relationships- among verbs

2.17.1 Verbs with z5)65) , 'do', and eDn 'become'.

There are a large number of verbs with which are related
in meaning to a similar set with same) They include:

ao mine3 scare i2c., sane) fear

g vcive3 subtract 4g samelp be reduced

m61 mina' remind avd stmt remember

mcW nc5nal bother in6 6 eDmD3 worry

gad 6s6m finish Od e8-75)- be finished

2.17.2 fausative /non- causative sets

Causative verbs are derived from basic verbs by adding a to the

stem. Examples:
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basic verb

cm a: go

nc5nF_:',3 do

nanal break

and

causative verb

eat !name:

make go,
export

cause to do

cause to
break

cause to eat,
feed

The following verbs also stand in a causative/non causative
relationship, even though the initial consonants differ:

(-3(23nEh drink eniDmE).] cause to
drink, feed

Other types of causatives involve other changes from the
basic form:

descend aenna: let (someone)
down, drop
off.

echl bring eve- import

,
t-T-nD2 know make known

2.173 Active and passive

Generally, the
passive verb to class

assive

active
2. Examples:

Some sets of verbs are
verb belongs to class

active

active/passive.
1 and the

t5)rina,

inonD3

cut nzeonDa

exec :a3

be cut

be done

adnF), kill 8v36nal be killed,
die

mcn: make z ,E)3 be made
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17.4 Complex verbs with men' and et1D3

Complex verbs are formed with meth) and cpb-)BI Examples

appear below.

basic verb
form with form with

eqn0,

make m 3m m nz").)

search ea3c.,30)25TnE3 woopeqnD3

cut menD) mco eqnb

There are a limited number of high frequency verbs which show
these patterns. Generally the verb with on-InF)3 means 'do
something for oneself'and the one with C.751D3 'do something for

others.' Examples:

c--1)a GMO q361E3t5n. 1 built the house (room) for
myself.

egg emod m es a. The carpenter built (us) a
house.

The Gnalform may also occur with a preceding participle with
no change in meaning. For example:

age3 WMC.157 CE)e,) Gen. The carpenter' built us a house.

Sometimes verbs which are formed in this way have semantically
specialized meanings. For example:

basic verb

a a3

derived verb

say explain

see "03 look after,
care for.

2.17.5 Summary note to the student

The rules for deriving certain types of verbs (causative, passive,
complex) have scarcely been fully explained above. Furthermore,
since many verbs do not show the complete array of forms which
have been discussed, it may not be useful for students to attempt
to generalize the sketchy rules which have been presented. How-

ever the information here should demonstrate that there are clus-
ters of verbs which are similar in form and in meaning which can
be remembered as sets.
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2.18 The clause subordinator Boca

cic, is a particle which follows certain types of subordinate
clauses, usually those involving reported speech, ideas or names.Compare the following:

z'nTE:b, 6 q3en.' 1 told him, "open the door."

cue &.130 'Rep) e-,36 43gm told him to open the door.

similarly

Oci)Gme ' eav5)?' Ask him, "what is your name?"

rDcmcg c and t -d3n) caaea . Ask him what his name

This particle also marks the quotation of a name or word. Forexample:

e occl memo ac40 We call father's father siya.

ceee eu3d c2. We call those things coconut branches

2.19 Nouns derived from verb forms.

One type of verbal noun is formed with the present verbal adjective
plus ,ft) . Hence, abat 615) 'the doing.' These nouns are ClassC nouns (see 1.23). Example:

603 non i.DnD eavnc Fweee? What do you say for what he is
doing?

Such nouns may be based on other adjectival forms of the verb
as well. For example:

zz5T z5-) InnD ei.33n$q Sceee? What do vou say for what he has
just done?

What he did was not easy.
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3. Demonstratives and interrogatives

3.1 The adjectives

Demonstratives and interrogatives fall into sets. The adjective

set appears below.

eg this, these

cr6
that over there, those

a that near you, those

that which we have previously
referred to; those

OZ5a, ean which

These adjectives Precede the nouns they modify. For example:

eg e tadeoZ. These bananas.

46 BrID That gentleman over there.

Those documents near you, with.
you.

That work (we were talking about)

GMF.3 DtiD. Ge3S ccinc68. Which work; what documents.

They need not directly precede the noun they modify, however. Other

adjectives may intervene. For example:

g emeo

Gt5/0 Bcodm _

@c.; dm eaSonrd.

C cr31 E.

d Dta. ear o6m

76

These cheap bananas.

That short gentleman over there.

Those old documents.

That new work.

What new work; what old documents.
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3.2 Pronouns

3.21 The basic set

The demonstratives which appeared in 3.1 may also function as
pronouns. For example:

g matg This is a village.

qd D.ad That (over there) is a tank.

3.22 The inanimate set

The following words are also pronouns and refer to inanimate
nouns.

singular

egn

cgom

plural

this one AD,

that one cp6D3

that one

that one

what one

which one

@e2

these

those

those

those

what ones

The demonstratives take case endings as follows:

singular plural

direct egn egDa

dative

genitive

instrumental
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Examples:

egn coM ndgeg Gan°

ern ndgeg Sad tra c5 en.

cr6E',3 cry *Meg -3360

etD3 ea end dInce.

tend ttnis1

CoM Wea
FlaCMEb

egn0 ace

ean.,

g3t3' cuc

What do you use this thing for?

You use it to grind chillies.

What do you use those things for?

They are a kind of medicine..

There are three newspapers. In
them there is news from every part
of Sri Lanka.

What do you call that thing near you?

For this you say miris gala.

3.-33 The animate set

The animate pronominal set is given below.

singular

e8o3 this person

you

that person

that person

these people

you (p1.)

those people

those people

These are the words which appear most commonly in Sinhala as the
equivalents of the English 'he', 'she' and 'they'. As the
translations above indicate, the words Bza and 8cm el serve as
second person pronouns.

The demonstrative animate pronouns show the case endings outlined
in section 1.2.

The Sinhala word for 'who, what person' is ngdt . Before c
it is shortened as follows: . Its case forms are:

direct (c5z) who

dative n30 to whom

genitive 5bGe of whom, whose

by whominstrumental meme
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With the addition of n to any of its case forms,
the meaning 'everybody.' Examples:

direct

dative

genitive

instrumental

everybody

to everybody

of everybody

by, from everybody

takes on

3.24 Here and there

Sinhala has the following location sets.

e8nn this place, this spot

@nn that place near you

cfnm that place over there

ann that place referred to earlier

ennn what place

fetl

here

over there near you

over there, yonder

there

where

this direction

that direction

The words in these sets have case fore as follows:
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direct G: 08011 Gan

dative eBmg0 08ed0 Gaya

genitive e8nn 08ers3 Gan

instrumental e8mgie e@em e8m0de

3.25 The quantity set

The quantity set is given below.

08 ad this much

that much

that much

that much

how much

aad

How much milk will you drink?

Not that much for me.

i t6 A water vessel is this big.

tAgae C371 51Z A sembuwa is not that big.

3.26 The 'like this ...like that' set

The following words pattern with the demonstratives and interroga-
tives discussed in the sections above.

like this

like that

like that

like that

how
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Examples:

rie3deetce min

G Om

a .

3.27 Pronouns:

? in what manner (how) do you use
1_ coconut scraper?

Is this how you pound with the
pestle?

Yes. Just like that (just as
you are doing.)

Is that so? (following a statement
of fact.)

It is not like that. (following an
inaccurate description of events or
procedures.)

miscellaneous forms

Most of the Sinhala pronouns belong to the demonstrative/interroga-
tive sets. The first person pronouns as 'I', and qv 'we',

are exceptions. They show the following case forms:

direct

dative

genitive aGe

instrumental aGmd

as I

to me

my

by me

we

to us

ours

by us

The reflexive pronoun me 'his, her own, their own', is also
an exception. Its case forms are:

direct mad

dative m810

genitive rane

instrumental magome
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Examples:

acq, nale_

603e3 OematIVI

They prepare their own food.

They each prepare their own
food.

In the latter example mamee , a reduplicated form of the
reflexive pronoun appears. It has the meaning 'each his own,
each their own.'

3.28 A note on terms of address and reference

The choice of a term of address is a matter which is discussed
in General Conversation. The simple fact Is that there is no
neutral second person pronoun which is appropriate for all people
at all times in all places. This helps to explain why the Sinhalese
often avoid second person pronouns entirely and choose such terms
as madam or sir or address people by name or occupational role
instead.

Terms of reference present similar problems in many instances. In
the case of women, for example, the term emPx amemn , 'madam',
is only appropriate as a term of reference for those of an
elevated social, educational or occupational station. Since the
term for woman ( o ) is in its singular form considered insul-
ting, women are generally referred to as 'this person' or 'that
person' (eacmand 6o, among other terms) and not as 'this woman'
or 'that woman.' The term mt6 , 'women', is not similarly stig-
matized, although in the traditional sectors in the society the
circumlocution actil crc is commonly used. This term literally
means 'those who have received rebirth.' Better educated women
point out that this term is implicitly pejorative, since it reflects
a belief linking demeritorious acts in previous births with being
a woman.

By the same token the term SEmo, 'man', though not rude is not
deferential either and is better rendered by English 'guy'. Its
plural, gf53t3 , means 'people' not 'men' in the narrow sense. For
the latter the Sinhala is 038 raw , 'men, males, boys.'

In the traditional sectors of the society and gdErdic53 , elevated
terms for 'wife' and 'husband' respectively are nearly universally
avoided. Women refer to their husbands by circumlocution. Terms
such as suoGal men , '(my) son's father', are commonly used.
Educated people who know English profess to find these habits
quaint but are no more comfortable with the elevated terms. They
sometimes use the English terms instead. Traditional terms for
'wife' include ar.3(325T15) 66TenW29 'married one' and em46 ,'the
Dne in the house.'
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4. postpositions

Postpositions in Sinhala are functionally similar to English
prepositions,.except that whereas English prepositions occur before
the word they govern, Sinhala postpositions occur following the
word. Postpositions occur in construction with nouns, and some
occur in construction with other parts of speech as well. When
in construction with nouns, many of them govern specific cases,
generally the direct case. Examples:

English Usual case of noun

on top of direct

under direct

above dative/instrumental

below dative/instrumental

Cm, Enga near direct

oom about direct

BG131 like direct

et de only direct

iftoCa from genitive

gclo6, gt3e,-) before dative/instr- -ental

vdee after

az@Gc3 more than dative

4.1 tnec.! 'more than'

ag35.61, 'more than', occurs with preceding nouns in the dative
case to form the equivalent of the English comparative. Examples:

dative instrumental

6eD Dc0 aMed veric5z

crd em OD

More than vegetables, fruit is
expensive.(fruit is more expensive
than vegetables.)

This house is bigger than that
house.
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5. Particles

5.1 - 'also, too'

The particle -0 , meaning 'also', is added to words ending in a
vowel. For words ending in a consonant, - cd is added.

Sceee acb We call mother's father siiya,

d ac eee 8c, We call father's father siiya too.

603 /50G-M3.6z era,

6(334 neez5rTaz

gen.

to *

5.2 ..4, 'or'.

In interrogative sentences

Examples:

egodgop
8b3d6c.1)

eg nee m@ q

He went to the office.

He also went to the office.

Give rice.

Give rice too.

I got a letter.

I also got a letter.

means 'or'.

Is it the lady or the gentleman who
teaches this class?

Mine or the lady's?

Is this a water vessel or a rice
pot?

Is it right or wrong?
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5.3 The 'and' particle

There is no single word in Sinhala for 'and' as there is in
English. In Sinhala 'and' is expressed by a particle which
follows all nouns to be linked.

If the nouns to be linked end in vowels, the 'and' particle
takes the shape d Examples:

-ad. The son and the daughter

atio8mo33 eac The gentleman and I

If the nouns to be linked end in consonants, the 'and' particle
takes the shape ca Examples:

gne mdc3 amenedq__
Bmeneculd.

tozeq1523 8c70,

A gentleman named Brown and a
gentleman named Herath.

A spoon and a knife.

5.4 The emphasizing particle a

In equational sentences (the type x is y) with adjectives in
the 'y' slot, the emphasizing particle B occurs. Examples:

eg -6ce3 cpad.

cvD 6e03,

tc c

These vegetables are cheap.
compare:
These cheap vegetables.
and
Are these vegetables cheap?

This particle is also added to definite forms of numerals occuring
in sentence final position. Examples:

(53em361 cyl5d enca.

eddzDe fin coteuvitoa.

tizni5 Inne bncl ommd. tne-rinummc.

ept SOB gdda. C3 a q

Two rupees a pound.

75 a measure.

Rs. 1.50 a packet; 50 each.

The time is 8:20; the time is 8:00.

Note that in some quantity phrases such as the last two examples
d may appear on two numerals (one of them non-final) in a com-
pound phrase. Such constructions are examples ofo as the
'and' particle (see above).
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It is also added to other quantity words which occur in sentence
final position:

r.)03(!) ad meee 48c50 6* ci26o0. They eat rice once a day.

eElc qt_21 q Obda. It is 8:30.

cam mttsi nmda. It is only 60.

It may occur with emphasized words in emphatic sentences:

c33000 noeee eBemBa. This is how you use the plow.

oB 4e ELF ndeee e It is in Colombo itself that I
am now working.

In the environments discussed above, does not occur after
consonants. Compare:

rle8 m6 T. The vegetables are expensive.
with

eDe paw. The vegetables are cheap.

may also occur after gaaM,'can', and tntebi 'like', in
sentence final position. Examples:

ealem mzeaa.

BO mci3ecem m8253. I can explain.

5.5 The emphasizing particles Mg and a .

The particles mg and 8 may single out a word in the sentence
for emphasis. Examples:

amilmc.53 Mg mgr 83o, as It was the gentleman who went to
(lied mt.

BF) mg 8mm nt.

er008 pun iDem

I like to drink it with sugar.

the office. I didn't go.

I myself do not remember.

Come back precisely at 8:00.

when e appears at the end of the sentence it becomes act . Examples

Bo gunee come aa. It was in Sri Lanka itself that I
was born.

6o3 -cpum c _0 8a. He came back precisely at 8:00.
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5.6 The particle

The particle ma occurs in the following types of constructions:

a. co3

The word
particle,

F116 6
3 DzOi5le

m3 'or'.

means 'or', or 'either...or', and like the 'and'
t follows all words to be linked. For example:

e -31 mmae This water comes from an oya,
from a river or from a tank.

b. m8 with question words.

m8 is added to question words
new meanings.

emetma

5.7 The particle 8e

where

how

form the following types of

emed m3

G1D3 a to8

somewhere or
other

somehow or
other

Like m8 the particle ae is used with question words to form
the following types of new meanings.

where

how

GV3 ee'Ve anywhere
somewhere

anyhow
somehow

It is also found in constructions which parallel those of
3 ... m3 above.

3ae aaae cee.67 Neither he nor I is going,
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6. Numerals and quantity

6.1 Cardinal numerals

Cardinal numerals have both animate and inanimate forms. For
example:

e3 iv There are three younger sisters.

@8 DC530 6t8Cid ttne neM3. I gave him three rupees.

Animate cardinal numerals either modify or substitute for
animate nouns. Inanimate numerals either modify or substitute
for inanimate nouns. For example:

Four older sisters.

Four (animate beings).

Four boxes.

Four (inanimate things).

Both animate and inanimate numerals have definite and indefinite
forms. In basic sentence types (that is, non-emphatic sentences)
numerals and other quantity words as well generally appear in
the indefinite form. When numerals and other quantity words
occur as the emphasized items in emphatic sentences or when they
are part of a noun phrase which stands along as an utterance,
the definite form appears. Compare the following:

DEa- Gce (F0 (2 em dt3080 Eight laborers came to the meeting.

den0 zandecT 10 ema. It was eight laborers who came to
the meeting.

How many laborers came?

qp ter. Eight.

ata qaE)) q?

e m m o SvovE)3. There are fifty five houses in this
village.

How many houses are there?

Fifty-five.tamp ma.
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When the quantity phrase has a clearly definite meaning, i.e.,
'the laborers' as opposed to 'laborers' or is modified by one
of the demonstratives, the definite form may appear in non-final
position. For example:

i0a13decg eqn ci3 nB0 q302. The eight laborers came to the
meeting.

crrIcoe3

gem03.
ec2513 me@ Those four older sisters are

still at home.

Compare the following:

@mtkdi mn6 (34eval nee516z
gezo3

e 8nralridi mnd

There are four gentlemen in the
office.

Those very four gentlemen do not
know Snglish.

The interrogatives cai , 'how many' (inanimate), and 13emd,
'how many' (animate )', introduce questions concerning quantity.
et51306, 'how much, how many', may be substituted for either,
although it is more common with inanimate subjects. Examples:

eaneal iiieqeme

80617cA8 acae

cab Ed GOcp

How many fanners are working in
the fields?

How many documents are there?

How much time does it take (go)?

Questions concerning pr ce, age and time are introduced by the
interrogative' mca () , 'how much'. Examples

eVe,3e ao ? What time is it?

How much is a pound?

How old are you, i.e., what is
the age?

'At what time?' is expressed by in the dative case.

8w/no3 ac,a 65Tee? At what time are you coming, sir?

Quotations of time appear in the definite form followed by
the emphasizing particle 0

dvfnee ac q?

acm ac

91



Sinhales Structures SMALA

Examples:

What time is i

It is :00.

It is 8:20.

It is S:30.

It is quarter to 2.

'Ai; a particular time' is expressed with the numeral in the

dative case. Examples:

TenTc5c7) t7Be&- o At what time does the office
open?

en q0 co 6c0 it opens at 8:30.

en mmO q3 '1. It opens at 7:00.

qUeg q0 It is at 8:00 that it opens.

Prices are generally quoted as follows:

ekg How much is eggplant?

65 a pound.ciathnee coz0

Amounts of money a. commonly quoted in indefinite quantity phrases:

g5N3

mn'dme Gina .

How much money did you pay?

I paid Rs. 40.

With the word cz6c3 'time, occurrence', a stem form of the

numeral precedes.

6o3c3 cDca Gc

WzO

zOc3 They eat rice twice a day.

He explained how to go three
times.

This stem form also appears with ordinal numerals which are

discussed beloW.
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Definite and indefinite terms of animate and inanimate numerals
appear below.

Animate

Definite Indefinite Definite

1

2

3

4

!Dgen)

c5 n3

qe G 3

mmd

e)geneng

c-eGng

r32_53 Cicf;Gne

mm6 ec,Gng

Gqn)

11-)

mnd

5 ntT (3.n) ne ec-iene

6 finrj Gr p c eclong

7 Mr! 07.5)3 _De Mn)

8 r-f-r-)
70 eGng

9 n VT!) Gong MaC3

10 ,rs) Gc;eng

11 tI)e

eC.;793

-F)G

12 0Q e3(3.c3c.3 G Gne

13 npl:Z751
mqg ecien

14 ci3mril6 ec,Gng 3t0M6

15 vneC9 (3q3 timecg3 (3G riMGCM

16 z13 eeng

17 -436)e. c,3mg Geng

18 tn(TE) st)3 mef0 eGne toqD

19 nE) eci;n3 GC,Gne

20 G:775), GGM5T

93

Inanimate



Sinhala Structures SMALA

Animate

Definite Indefinite Definite

21 nee ec sa n6e G-cene ntDim

22 c.,ecen3 eceenie

23 nqe ecnn Oarte ecenY

24 nmm6 Gt)] mm6 GCGMe

25 and ecrn tt3 Gcene

26 nmr3 cene

27 lam& GCM] c7m ecene -mn

28 Saq0 ecn2 rC ecen6 NiqD

29 1531a GCM] 0@n&I

30 6T1Te4n3 Rdecene

31 Rec0/1 SdOe ece

32 RdeCenn 6deceene Fide4z5)

Inanimate

Indefinite

OBftm§

All other numerals in the thirty series follow
twenty series except that nd appears instead of

40 mmd ena ezm'dd ecG-ne mmcm

41 mnd6e ecm3 con'&3661 o4eme mmde,:n

42 mndeen3 mmE3,deceeme mtnci

0811751e

mimmde

Sanme

Mone

Farag

tii

SanBce

&_)61

Rdecmd

pattern of the

ton'dde _61

All numerals in the forty series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that toned appears instead of nas

06M0 mmmd

r161 M,,Mn umt

unden vmdecne

All numerals in the fifty series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that rind appears instead of M.

50 mndecnn undecene

51 emdr)e ecnn und6e ecene

52 vnIdecenn unciigG'ne
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Animate

Definite Indefinite

Inanimate

Definite Indefinite

60 _ ra_ t-), TIOG-Gn/51 tozp tOZOrg

61 mtam errJ Dozafpe e emri meOn nz0-66)65

62 z _s en: wzDeqz-Temni wzOsn toz0eqne

All numerals in the sixty series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that MO appears instead of P,1

70 tozemzen mo-Imoeme

enztDe eermi

72 me*NG'(-eerne

71 wznImirD& e

mzentp

Ci)leinz5)

rt'="Jztltnzer!,6)

nztInz&

mzenz&ne

CV35151zet3le

All numerals in the seventy series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that tazr5Tnt appears instead of 'On.

80 rAeb-)3 er,G75m1 qqa cggeg

81 qgni GqN3 efge,tiT GC,257GMe grArn q06ne

82 clgeeti)3 (TGeriTeme qqeq. qg

All numerals in the eighty series follow the Rattern of the twenty
series except that rl appears instead of c.3.

90 ,TnGc,n3 cmec,ene cfmF)

91 cTne& eb-)3 qmtV Gent57 cfnft.)

92 cfneen3 qmG46Tene (TMG15)

All numerals in the ninety series follow the pattern of the twenty
series except that In appears instead of al.

100 ft-acs em 6151cceeme

101 --,:macs-cD e4eme

f:Inac.353

6nr tDnacift-le

For the rest of the numerals in the 100+ series '100',
is prefixed to the numerals to 99.
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Below are t

200 GEic

300 qeFic

751

400

500

600

700

800

900 BE cl

prefixes for the additional hundred series to 1000.

They precede the numerals to 99 in expressing quantities to 1000.

The stem form for 1000 is n:%3c.3 . This is prefixed to the numerals
of the 900 series in expressing the years of this century.

tDttlt.1 n8aci One thousand nine hundred and
twenty.

-on-%3t5 n G7c 1965.

tD614acT maao mzetnzqoa. 1978.

To express 'in such and such a year', the final numeral is put
in the genitive case and optionally followed by 'during

6e4ne n@Elo woocie. In 1965.

ft5T3f.5 nB80 cozenzeoe
counDO q383.

go-ex was born in 1946.
mecr4.

I came to Sri Lanka in 1977.
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6.2 Ordinal numerals

Ordinal numerals from 1-10 are given below.

1st

2nd Ge4G

3rd qb-Ter

4th mm6en

5th neeF17

6th mcsF)n

7th nbiesi

8th

9th

10th -AT

Ordinal numer is are formed with the stem of the numeral plus
The stem form is the one which precedes ecmin animate numera
Ordinal numerals precede either animate or inanimate numerals
with no change in form. Examples:

vtrintelc3)6 zDeaffica.

ec-;-03 tod.

VTGFY3

The eighth day cf September, .e.,
September 8.

The twenty-first day of August, i.e,
August 21.

The second road.

The third son.
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7. Word boundaries

The writing conventions in Sinhala are fairly straightforward in
general. Spaces generally appear before and after inflected
forms of nouns and verbs as well as before and after other parts
of speech such as adjectives, postpositions and adverbs. Conven-
tions differ in some instances, for. example, in the addition of
some particles to other parts of speech, in writing numerals and
in writing compound verbs. For example:

mr3vei nza: Eimc -z-3b-rD3 The ambassador evidently knows
Sinhala.

rnno ria3

FE ecin3.
FEiGva.

Twenty- two .

arc m1 E11: nc5nFA. They are using the rotary quern.
r_me) me 011E1F063.

meqz_,:trdo.ta E)E@

&33e3 mnIGmfdt DtDn63)D3.

They are working in the office.

SIGIRIYA ROCK FORTRESS
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8. Spelling

Sinhala words are generally spelled as pronounced, but some sounds
are represented by more than one letter. For example, n and 0]

both represent /n7; C and g both represent /1/ and and 0
both represent /lu/. Sometimes words are spelled both ways,
and sometimes there is a preferred spelling. When in doubt, consult
a dictionary. Examples of these particular spelling variations
appear below in the place names along two major railway lines.

21 aciM3Oncz
90 zr! Gum c!

19
18 &I

15

17
Ozzgacz 16

de 14 12

Vd 12

610 9
360v3 8

83c3 6

LG4gicz 4 21 3

24
zniapeettoe

26 CAOL

27 cQ,EA

Ceylon Government Railway timetable
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Numerous other spelling variations occur in Sinhala, mostly in
connection with borrowed or learned words. For example, both

and represent /s/: both c and 2 represent /y/ and many
words which are pronounced with unaspirated consonants have a
correct spelling with letters from the aspirated set. These matters
are not treated in any detail here and are best taken up in
connection with the study of the conventions of literary Sinhala.

Some differences in spelling of what are essentially the same
words do reflect differences in pronunciation and stem from dialect
variation within the Sinhala speech community. For example:

er,q3Pcy-3 , ec)sc stool

dec3M father

coconut shellr , Ge.53(1,

Finally, this may be the place to remind students that Class D
nouns such as m) &d. , 'time', which end in f-T have dictionary entry
forms with -70 . Hence, z7)3Cc , 'time'. This is a convention
from written Sinhala.

9. Style and dialect

This book has reviewed some of the main features of spoken Sinhala
structure. Written Sinhala has a different grammatical structure
and also, to a large extent, a different and expanded lexicon and
is not dealt with here. This lexicon is borrowed into speech for
certain social purposes, for example for speeches or formal lectures
on cultural affairs. A student of Sinhala who intends one day to
deliVer such lectures, then, must master the appropriate formal
lexicon. For a student with such objectives, the study of written
Sinhala is an indispensible aid and guide. There are many synopses
of written Sinhala structure available, most of them written for
speakers of the language. Two which are written for students of
Sinhala as a second language are Literary Sinhala: An introduction
(1975) by D.D. DeSaram, and Literary Sinhala (1974) by J.W. air
and W.S. Karunatilaka (for fUrfher details, see the citations in
the appended bibliography.)

Most students aim simply to understand the Sinhala which is spoken
around them on the routine topics of daily life and work by employ-
ees, colleagues and friends. They also aim to communicate with
such individuals on the same topics in a stylistically appropriate
manner. The style which is presented in this book has been adopted
with these ends in mind. In working through Basic Sinhala, the
vocabulary of the students will be expanded considerably beyond
the material which is actually presented. It should be kept con-
sistent with the style presented here. Substitutions from
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formal Sinhala should be avoided in favor of words which are in more
general use.

The Sinhala speech community is contained within a relatively small
geographical ,ea, and the population is highly mobile. Perhaps
for these reasons, the community lacks deep dialect divisions.
There is variation, of course, and the major differences have been
noted at various points above. But for the most part, the Sinhala
spoken in one area of Sri Lanka can be easily understood in
another.

10. Bibliographical references for the student and the instructor.

The following resources are available for supplementing or con-
tinuing basic instruction in Sinhala.

Carter, Charles, English-Sinhalese Dictionary; Sinhalese
1936 English Dictionary. 2 volumes. M.D. Gunasena:
(1965) Colombo.

This is the basic bilingual dictionary. It has been through sever-
al printings since Carter completed it in 1891. It contains a
detailed botanical supplement. It is most useful as an aid in
decoding since words from the full stylistic range are represented.
It is less useful as an aid in encoding since stylistic alternants
are not labeled or graded.

Fairbanks, Gordon, J.W. Gair and M. W. S. de Silva, Colloquial
1968 Sinhalese. 2 volumes. South Asia Program,

Cornell University: Ithaca, New York.

This is an introduction to the Sinhala spoken by educated speakers
in most normal communication. It contains thirty-six lessons in
dialogue format with accompanying grammatical explanations and
exercises. The first twelve lessons are in romanization; the
remainder are in script. (First volume now unavailable, but
likely to be reprinted. Contact South Asia Program, Cornell
University.)

Lair, James W. and W.S. Karunatilaka, Literary Six'.11ala. South
1974 Asia Program, Cornell University: Ithaca, New York.

This is a basic introduction to written Sinhala for the second
language student. Fifteen lessons with texts and grammatical
explanations.

Saram, D.D. de, Literary Sinhala: An Introduction. Department
1975 of Sinhala, University of Sri Lank, Peradeniya.
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This is a basic introduction to written Sinhala for the second
language student. Fifteen lessons with accompanying grammatical
notes and exercises.
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FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS
available from

U, S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402
and from

Spoken Language Services, Inc., P. O. Box 783, Ithaca, N. Y. 14850
(Spoken Language Services agrees to supply the items
below (subject to availability) at current GPO prices
when inquiries indicate that ordering information was
obtained from the Foreign Service Institute,)

*Amharic (Units 1-50) $5.65 Contemporary Cambodian:
*Amharic (Units 51.60) $6.00 Glossary $4.15
*Saudi Arabic (Units 1-50) $3.65 Contemporary Cambodian:
*Cambodian (Units 1-45) $5.05 Grammatical Sketch $1.50
*Cambodian (Units 46-90) $5.25 *Contemporary Cambodian:
*Cantonese (Units 1-15) $4.65 Introduction $5.40
*Cantonese (Units 16-30) $4.65 *Contemporary Cambodian:
*Chinyartja (Units 1-63) $3.70 Land and the Economy $4.30
*French (Units 1-12) $5.75 *Contemporary Cambodian:
*French (Units 13-24) $6.75 Political Institutions $4,30
*Fula (Units 1-40) $5.50 *Contemporary Cambodian:
*German (Units 1-12) $3.45 The Social Institution $5,10
*German (Units 13-24) $4.35 Dutch Reader $4.00
*Greek (Vol. I) $5.50 *Finnish Graded Reader $7.00
*Greek (Vol. II) $2.70 *French Phonology, Programmed
*Greek (Vol. III) $3.30 Introduction $5.25
*Hebrew (Units 1-40) $6.75 French Phonology, Progmmed
*Hungarian (Units 1-12) $4.75 Introduction (Instructor's
*Hungarian (Units 13-24) $5.80 Manual) $3.00
*Kirundi (Units 1-30) $4.80 *German: A Programmed
*Kituba (Units 1-35) $4.15 Introduction $5.30
*Korean (Vol. I) $6.05 Hindi - An Active Introduction $2.10
*Korean (Vol. II) $4.65 *Hungarian Graded Reader $5.80
Lao (Vol. I) $5.00 Indonesian Newspaper Reader $3.10
Lao (Vol. II) $4.35 *Italian (Programmed) Vol. I $6.70
*Serbo-Croatian (Units 1-24) $6.80 Italian, (Programmed) Vol. I
*Serbo-Croatian (Units 26-50) $7.10 Instructor's Manual $4.05
*Shona (Units 1-49) $4.40 *Reading Lao: A Programmed
*Spanish (Units 1-15) $8.45 Introduction $5.25
*Spanish (Units 16-30) $8.00 Communicating in Polish $3.40
*Spanish (Units 31-45) $8.10 *Portuguese: Programmatic
*Spanish (Units 46-55) $5.15 Course, Vol. I $5.30
*Swahili (Units 1-150) $6.75 Portuguese: Programmatic Course
*Thai (Units 1-20) $5.60 (Instructor's Man., Vol. I) $3.70
'Thai (Units 21-40) $4.70 Spoken Brazilian Portuguese
*Turkish (Units 1-30) $5.75 (Units 1-18) $6.05
Turkish (Units 31-50) $5.75 *From Spanish to Portuguese $1.60
*'Tai (Units 1-20) $3.00 Russian: An Active Introduction $2.10
*Vietnamese (Vol. I) $3.40 Spanish Programmatic Course
*Vietnamese (Vol. H) $2.95 (Instructor's Manual, Vol. I) $1.75
*Yoruba (Units 1-49) $4.35 *Spanish Programmatic Course

(Student Workbook, Vol. I) $5.20
Adapting and Writing Language Spanish Programmatic Course

Lessons $5.15 (Instructor's Manual, Vol. II) $1.50
From Eastern to Western Arabic $ .95 *Spanish Programmatic Course
*Levantine Arabic: Introduction (Student Workbook, Vol.11) $6.65

to Pronunciation $2.20 *Swahili General Conversation $1.80
Levantine and Egyptian Arabic *Swahili Geography $1.55

Comparative Study $1.20 Vietnamese Familiarization Crse. $2.35
Modern Written Arabic, Vol. I $4.85 *Yoruba Intermediate Texts $3.40

Modern Written Arabic, Vol. LI $6.25
Modern Written Arabic, Vol. III $7.00

Supplies of all materials listed are limited, and prices are subject to change without ad-
vance notice. Rules require remittance in advance of shipment. Check or money order
should be Made payable to the agency from which the texts are ordered, Postage stamps
and foreign money are not acceptable.

Tape recordings to accompany these courses are available for purchase from the Sales
Branch, National Audiovisual Center (GSA Washington, D. C. 20409.
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