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General Conversation

FOREWORD

This is the second volume of Basic Sinhala, a course
for the beginning student which is presented in three modules:

I Beginning Signs and Letters
II General Conversatiocn
IIT Sinhala Structures

A five part preliminary version of this series of lessons
was completed in 1968 as a basic course for the Peace Corps. Three
modules of that preliminary version have been combined as module
ITI in this revision. The Division of Language Training of the
Peace Corps, then directed by Allan Kulakow, supported the devel-
opment of the original materials under contract # PC-82-1944. A
trial version was utilized in training Ceylon II at Fresno State
College in Fall 1967. Olivia Silva assisted in the writing of
the preliminary materials and Sriyani Herath helped prepare the
final copy for submission to the Peace Corps.

This final version of General Conversation was completed
with funds supplied by the Foreign Service Institute and the Agency
for International Development. The Honorable Howard W. Wriggins,
Ambassador to Sri Lanka, supported the project and created an
opportunity to revise and complete the materials in Sri Lanka.
Kamini de Abrew, currently the coordinator of the Embassy language
program in Sri Lanka, provided continucis and invaluable assistance
in revising and preparing the final copy -
lamini de Abrew and I should like to thank our friend
Trelicia Gunawardana, actress, university lecturer and member of
the Embassy language staff, for the important part she played in
helping us assemble the materials. We should also like to express
our appreciation to Sally Barton for typing most of the English
portions and to Kamal de Abrew, Chula de Abrew and Kumari Edirisinghe
for helping proof the final copy. We are grateful to many members
of the Embassy staff, especially to Ralph Hartwell and Charles
Antholt for their support and encouragement.

]

I should like to acknowledge the debt I owe to Drs. Earl
Stevick and James Stone at FSI. The modular approach to the
presentation of second language materials is one which has been
explored by Stevick for a variety of languages, and this parti-
cular module is largely based on a format he developed called
"microwave." I had an opportunity to work with the format when
I assisted Dr. Stone in the development of a trial version of
"microwave" Hindi materials in 1966. Most of what I know or care
about in language teaching is traceable to my association with
Drs. Stevick and Stone, and I thank them for their inspiration
and patient attention to a fledgling linguist.
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General Conversation

I was introduced to Sinhala and Sri Larka by Professor James
Gair. Professor Don David de Saram taught me to speak the
language. My hushand Robert and my parents have always supported
and shared my interest in Sri Lanka, most recently by modifying
their own schedules to care for the children while I was away.
Mrs. M. Tiruchalvam has for fifteen years now brought me into
her own family in Sri Lanka when I was far from home.

on p. 258 arxe by Robert MacDougall. They have been reproduced
with permission. The photograph on p. 230 was contributed by
Trelicia Gunawardana. Bus route maps are by the Survey Department,
Government of Sri Lanka. A few of the smaller photographs such

as those on p. 175 were taken by W. Sugathadasa. All other maps
and photographs were supplied by the Ceylon (Sri Lanka) Tourist
Board

The dwelling plans on pp. 254 and 255 and the photograph

. me, Sri Lanka has been a fascinating and hospitable
plac. to live and work. Sinhala has opened the door to ideas,
life-ways and friends I would never have known without it. Kaminil
de Abrew and I hope that these materials will open similar doors
for others.

Itﬁéza, New York
April 1979
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TO THE INSTRUCTOR: HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
1. Cycles

The cycles consist of M-phases and C-phases. During the M-phases
the sentences should be repeated to the students by the instructor.
The students should mimic the pronunciation of the instructor

many times both chorally and individually. Sentences should be
practiced one by one until students can repeat them relatively
fluently and with good pronunciation. The instructor should
insist on correct pronunciation. If this cannot be accomplished
through repetition, the instructor should use the Sinhala writing
system whenever possible to show the students where they have gone
wrong. The use of the writing system is particularly useful in
iliustrating mispronunciations of vowels which result when the
English stress system is applied to Sinhala utterances, and in
illustrating the substitution of short vowels and consonants for
long ones and vice-versa, Grammatical questions raised by students
should be answered promptly and succinctly before going on to the
C-phase. The information contained in Sinhala Structures should bhe
helpful in preparing such presentations, o -

The C-phase presents an copportunity to use the language and to ex-
pand vocabulary. Since it is the part of the lesson students enjoy
most, there is always a temptation to rush through "M" to get to

"cr., Try to resolve all fluency and pronunciation problems before
going on to the C-phase., If too little time has been spent on

"M", students will not be able to handle "C" comfortably. When
students request vocabulary items, they should write them down.

They should be given direct singular and direct plural forms of nouns
as well as the "class" (see Sinhala Structures, 1.) For verbs, the
basic present and past forms should be given.

2. Other material

Procedures for dialogues, drills and texts involve the basic tech-
niques of audio~lingual instruction which are likely to be familiar
to instructors using this book. To the extent that special in-
structions are necessary for exploiting these materials to the
fullest, they are given below. Many pictures and illustrations
appear in this book, and their implications for lesson material
have not been fully drawn out. Teachers may find it useful to
build new materials around them.

3. Additional suggestions

If the class is conducted at the Embassy in Sri Lanka, the language
staff should try to involve the Sri Lankan employees in helping

students practice. Organizing field trips -- to Sinhala movies and
nearby markets, for example, will enrich the course and make it fun.
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General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 1

CYCLE 1
WHAT IS THIS?

M-1
TO THE STUDENT
Repeat the following sentences after the instructor, Be sure
that you understand the meanings of the sentences and that you
ifi,able to repeat them without hesitation before you go on to

68 oocad. This is a pencil.

69 cwmod. This is a book.

68 cBuws. This is a table.

6B dereas. This is a window.
M-2
Proceed as for M-1

60 ctinde? What is this?
c-1
TO THE STUDENT

The instructor will ask students a question and supply them with
the formula for the answer.. For example:

Instructor (pointing to something): 8 e®inde?
Instructor: &8 ctuod

class. Next each student in turn should get up from his chair and
walk around the room. The student should point to various objects
(a pen, a table, a chair, a door) and ask the question in M-2

of the instructor, The instructor should give the answer in
Sinhala. After the student has learned three or four new words,

he should ask the same questions of the rest of the students.

C=2

Students should use pictures to elicit the words for items which are
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General Conversation SINHALA ~Svele 1: Notes on Structure .

NOTES ON STRUCTURE

1. Definite and indefinite forms of the noun
The nouns which have appeared in this lesson are indefinite
forms of the noun. The indefinite form of the noun usually trans-
lates into English as 'a something', whereas the definite form of
the noun usually translates as 'the sameth;ng.' In Sinhala
the definite/indefinite distinction is marked @nly in the singular.
The indefinite ending is & . The definite form is unmarked.
Compare the following forms of the words which appeared in Cycle
1-
definite form indefinite form
* ydoco (opfued) the pencil eyduscod a pencil
GMan the book GHHs a book
* oo (beded) the window dedeus a window
* oBwo (eBed) the table 8uus a table
Now look at the following new words:
definite form indefinite form
SR the chair ylos a chair
q1e the bed 311 a bed
CYeTe the door &S a door
DB the wall Bliot~] a wall
* 308w (mded) the room MO8 a room
586596:D the office nmdenis 05 an office

Definite and indefinite forms of the noun are treated in ?;nhala
Structures, sectian 1. 4. Paradigms showing definite and indefin

The nouns marked with * belong to Class D. The form in brackets
reflects correct pronunciation. The other form is the dictionary
entry form and the stem on which the indefinite form is based.

Lt
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General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 1: Notes on Structure

2,  The Sinhala scund system: single and doubled consonants

7 In Sinhala most consonants occur both singly and doubled
in the middle of words, and many differences in meaning hinge
on this distinction. Since no such contrast occurs in English,

enle what (singular form)

ctne why
The paired sets which appear below provide further illus-
trations of the contrast between single and doubled consonants.
ask the students to repeat them chorally. For example:
Instructor: On
Students (in chorus): on
Instructor: D55

Students (in chorus): a5

Next students should be drilled individually as follows:
Instructor: O
Student A: OB
Instructor: Dam
Student A: 9}
Instructor: That's not quite right. 9s»
Student A: 2}1n)
Instructor: Right.
NOTE TO THE INSTRUCTOR
Students should be told. that the minimal and near-minimal pairs
which appear below have been chosen primarily to illustrate phon-
ological contrasts. The words should not be taken as a list for

memorization. Some of the entries are literary items.
4
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General Conversation  SINHALA cycle 1: Notes on Structure

a. /k/ /kk/
al) one a5 with
s doubt (n) o8s jaw
& 2980 right side &5 herds (v)
b. /g/ /99/
cond lies down (V) cdodad causes to lie down
ed along edead porch of a temple
c. /c/ /cc/
6 fibs (n) Shp) unripe
RICY] word enddba train (n)
S8 suitable 5560 got broken
a. /r/ /TT/
809 to me myself 2009 leveler
970 sixty 0700 blouses
emd short G50 OO pillows
510 danced 2000 dancer
e. /t/ /tt/
o) might be 50 truth
12N book (n) et 5D skin (m)
55 spot (n) 5885 bitter

an hand (n) 3ot branch (n)

0O
&g




General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 1l: Notes on Structure

£. /4/ /ad/
36 white ude clean (a)
et gift (n) vded rocking
e united e tax (n)

g. /n/ /nn/
A1) going (a) (&3] go (inf)
Qun asking (é) quss . ask (inf)
%)) eating (a) koo eat (inf)
&nts scorches (V) o119 knows

h. /p/ /pp/
015D bit (v) 0y struck (v)
g2t water (n) g 830 hoppers
YOT Y cuts (v) 535D causes to cut
nonds bites (v) w3unds strikes (v)

i, /b/ /bb/
gd mustard @3 plumbago
o) truth 080 all

j. /m/ /mm/
) eyebrow N O® retaining wall
a0 bait 100 pain
®§ let's take ®3§ villagers

53¢ lotus »88c smithy
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k. /x/ /11/
Pl having loocked AdE dog
B spittle e girl
e creeper Q616 beach (n)
¢ flower (n) acde reed bag
1. /w/ /ww/
gd away (prefix) ¢85 sunshine
SOB D frowns (v) a8 frowned
m. /s/ /ss/
e venom Hedes twenty
qes eyve (n) qre3es eye of coconut
Ot mouth Otdes an ancient coin
03 soil (n) eaedes back (postposition)




General Conversation

CYCLE 2

WHAT IS THAT OVER THERE?

g3 ofucas. That is a pencil.

gdé Do . That is a wall.

¢d yQosl. That is a chair.

38 oy, That is a key.

¢3S GeIds. That is a door.
M-2

s chpsa? What is that over there?
cC-1
Students_shc:uld remain seated and point to objects around the
room saying: 7 ‘

¢ cnde”?

Others should respond saying:

28 (eeads)

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: demonstratives

The demonstratives 3, 'this’', and ¢d,'that', belong to a set
which includes the following: '

oY) this
Des that near you
ads that over there

9] that in question

Here and in Cycle 1 these demonstratives function as pronouns.




General Conversation

_ SINHALA

CLAS5RP00M EXPRESSIONS
The following expressions should be practiced for use in class.
l. Bu5s. Say (it).
2. @cod Busy. Say (it) again.
3. &8 Busn. John, (you) say (it).
4. 638 Bosm. Mary, (you) say (it).
5. @oeud Bods &? Should (I) say (it) again?
NOTE ON STRUCTURE: the infinitive
The verb form &uwzf» which appears above is the infinitive form

of the verb Zwn® 'say'. The infinitive form is used as a re-
quest form. See Sinhala Structures, section 2.5.

CYCLE 3
WHAT ARE THESE THINGS?
M-1
8 dedg. ' These things are vegetables.
B 618, These things are oranges.

St emesd cud. These things are bananas.

e wudy. These things are shoes,
8 &8¢, These things are socks.

68D n&%Q. These things are earrings.

0o
™




General Conversation SINHALA _ cycle 3: Notes on Structure

M-2
688 e ef What are these things?

5 cnd &7 What are those things?

.7 What are those things over
there?

Individual A: 68T ¢Tndy &7

Individual B: ety (nH@)

NOTE O STRUCTURI: demonstratives
The demonstratives above belong to a set which includes the
following:

SR These things.

20 . Those things near you.

g, Those things over there.

o[ Those things in question.
The singular forms of those given above are as follows:

8. This thing.

B . That thing near you.

aSH . That thing over there,

. That thing in question.

Two question words which pair with these sets are:
e What (plural)
e What (singular)
cdpode is the rapid speech form of e@ss + the question marker

e Further discussion of demonstratives appears in Sinhala
Structures, section 3.

10
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~General Conversation SINHALA  Cycles 1-3: Summary

SUMMARY

PRACTICING PATTERNS FROM CYCLES 1-2

A. Substitution Drill

The instructor should drill individual members of the class
according to the following model:

Instructor I eneoiend Those are bananas.
Student A I8 ensedend Those are bananas.
Instructor eI cod Heads of cabbage.
Student A I ey col Those are heads of
cabbage.

1 0 encodend (6wt emnd) [heads of cabbage]

2 5 et 60d (8 cod) [loaves of bread]

3 875 5 ool (sed 6ed) [breadfruits]

4 I ced cud (9008m 608)  [pumpkins]

5 99 DO08m cod (8 eed) [mangoes]

6 I ¢d eod

Substitut. rill

e}

Model: I G0 myFecant This is a pencil.
S 68 vucaes This is a pencil.
I 6&d Door.

5 68 6edd This is a door.

=
w




Conversation - SINHALA  cCycles 1-3: Summary

1 68 vrdocos (6&6) [door]

a8 eerds (cmv) [book]

(%]

3 58 emns () [pen]

4 co s (600w ) [table]
5 68 GOBy (3850) [wall]
6 8 FTBes

C. Response Drill

The instructor should drill individual members of the class
according to the following model:

Instructor goHh chod &7 What are those things over there?

Student I cvdn. Those things are shoes.

1 sty cHhad &7 O wodg. (shoes)

2 @St e &7 I eod. (socks)

3 gSth oD &7 - % 9@d@. (vegetables)
4 eS80 gy &7 50 e, (books)

5 gSDr cthod &7 gt sFendd:. (offices)

6 gSHh ehnd &7 39 61893, (doors)

a8t Gt &7 D) 5med. (rooms)

~J

8 gSDs c®nd &7 9 385, (walls)

16
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General Conversation ~ SINHALA Cycles 1-3: Summary

D. Response Drilil
Model: I @ cHhnth a? What are those?

S 3D oody. These are shoes.

1 3 oD &2 O wudy. (shoes)
2 50 eBpd &7 8 odmd. (glasses)
3 9 et &7 e wfsd.  (pencils)
4 D crady &7 88 5. (pens)

5 70 e®nd &? 68 emidu., (cups)

6 O e &7 c8D emd, (books)

I

Transformation Drill
Model I od oodpds This is a shoe.

S 68 vody. These are shoes.

68 voeos. 69 viud  (pencils)

=

2 6D 552 68 o8 (pens)

3 68 cBuod &9 edn (tables)
4 8 desews 68 dewd (windows)
5 8 ety 68 cms (books)

6 68 eads 68 e4cd@ (doors)

7 68 AFhud 68 395 (walls)

8 8 mmOSas 68 mag {(rooms)

17




General Conversation SINHALA Cultural Note

CULTURAL NOTE: Greetings and :ave-taking

One of the most common informal greetings in Sri Lanka is
the familiar woeed . AYRIcIo- 13} B literally 'may you live long',
is a formal greeting which is generally accompanied by a char-
acteristic gesture. The palms of the hands are pressed together
in front of the body in salutation. (The instructor should demon-
strate this gesture for the class.)

Initial greetings are often followed by inquiries into the health
and welfare of the addressee. For example:

Gracme &7 How (are you)?

o ©BHY GmemO &7 How (is your) health and welfare?

Typical answers to the above guestions include:
ubeos gind . I'm in good health.
DSest o, Not bad.

cmed . Good.

a
fu
9]
e}
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A visit between friends o
the following way:

99 &85 OFnd. I shall go and come.

cmed. ong OF. Good. Go and come.

The language given above should be practiced in class until stu-
dents can repeat it easily and without hesitation. Thereafter,
students and the instructor should make it a point to use it

as part of the classroom routine.

18
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General Conversation - SINHALA 7 ____Cycle 4

MORE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

The following expressions should be drilled and memorized
in the classroom,

u

GoiGmn &7 Did (you) understand?

1]
[
(2]
LI

OB d 6FSm &2 Did (you) understand,

coimn dusfomd edsim &7 Did (you) understand, madam?

28. 90 cdsim . Yes. I understood.
1. 20 eoded ;. No. I didn't understand.
cod8 Soxs. Say (it) slowly.

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: sdedp®r, 'understand’.

Past tense forms of the verb cdesady 'understand', appear above.
This verb takes an actor in the dative case. For lnférmati@n on
the dative case and its formation see Sinhala Str ructures 1.32.

£
[y
M\
=]
pand
E
0
W
8
B
i)
"

ARE THE

wm

8. o8t ms. Yes. These things are coins
@d. 68» dSeciydd. Yes. This thing is a clock.
29. Bm Seud. Yes. This thing is a necklace.

98, @8 evoo. Yes. These things are boxes.

88. &8 oo, Yes. This is a ring.

. GO i ened3. No. These things are not coins.

68D 6udd.




5. 68 ondsd »ed3. No. This is not a key.

58 qReds. This is a padlock.

c8h 60dd &7 Are these things hoxes?

63 unds e? Is this a key?

students should continue to talk about objects in the classroom
and the pictures which are in the textbook or which have been
brought to class.

a. (ed onssd ¢7)

B. (889, &8 @Qjﬁ)

CYCLE 5

IS THAT ANSWER CORRECT?

A D18Ea. It is wrong.
85 wd. It is correct.

g efode DidEs. That answer is wrong.

g o8nde ©3. That answer is correct.

8 efnds wd &7 Is that answer correct?
M5 wd &7 Is that correct?
S D168 &7 Is that wrong?

8 ~85ds DisE &7 Is that answer wrong?




General Conversation SINHALA _____Cycle s

M-3
T 0168 & 88 &? Is that wrong or right?
5 ©0d & DsE &? Is that right or wrong?

03 ednds chnle? What is the correct answer?

Cc-1

This is the time to review the patterns which have been intro-
duced in Cycles 1, 2, 3 and 4, One student should ask a guestion.
A second student should supply the answer. The first student
should then check the veracity of the answer with a third student
in the following manner:

A. o8y (wpss &?)
B. (8. o8 onds)
A. I 03 &?
c. O ©3.

or

Students should use the pictures which appear below to review
the structures which have been introduced in earlier lessons and
to expand their vocabularies,

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: Variant spellings of Class D nouns.

l. sd5de » 'the answer', like most Class D nouns (see Sinhala
Structures section 1.2 for a sample paradigm) has an alternate
spelling as g8ped . The former spelling is the one normally seen
in writing; the latter reflects correct pronunciation.

21
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~General Conversation SINHALA

FOOD PREPARATION UTENSILS WHICH ARE FOUND IN SRI LANKA
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General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 6

CYCLE 6

MAKING REQUESTS
M=1
G&d @88p. Please open the door.
G& 6 Dwsy. | Please close the door,
dedca ¢35, Please open the window,
REOss . ‘ Please sit down.
8065 . Please stand up.
88ndy B8od 8. Please describe the picture.
yivas gy . Please ask a question.
e¥nde eeds. Please give the answer.
M=2

¢S QuEnwmd BasH Please tell that gentleman to
6ed ¢38n Bo . . open the door.

s Bodomd Bods Please tell that gentleman to
6538 dudn B . close the door.

¢S caimm Pusnmd Huasy Please tell that lady to come
cOm0d OF» B . here.

88 Dwdowmd Bosn Please tell that gentleman to
800 B . stand up.

c-1

Students in the class should practice making simple requests
and having others carry out the directions. If students do
not know the Sinhala for the directions they would like to
give, they should ask the instructor for it. At this point
students should try to collect and learn all the requests
they feel will be necessary for routine classroom use,

A. (=8 qd8m)

B. Carries out directions.



General Conversation SINHALA

H
ja ]
w.ﬂ -
M
]
1
s}
o
m
L]
=
b

Instructor to B. ¢S VBN d Bosh

B to C. ( &8 ¢38p.)

=N
OO

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

la

'—I\
o




General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 6

NOTES ON STRUCTURE : Bonth , 'say'; the particle Buca.
With Bo»d, 'say, tell', the person told is in the dative case.

Ba@ is a particle which follows certain types of subordinate
clauses, here, those involving reported speech. It has no direct
translation. Compare the following:

dnd By, 'cad q¢d8m., ! Please tell him, "open the door."

dnd busy 6&d ¢35y Boca. Please tell him to open the door,
or Please tell him that he should
open the door.

MORE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS: NEGATIVE REQUESTS

Request forms may be made negative by adding the word dm.
Look at the examples below and practice them in class. Students
should ask the instructor for any other negative commands they
would like to learn for routine classroom use. Nedative requests
are discussed in Sinhala Structures, section 2.5.

orn O . Please don't go.

son8n Oy . Please don't shout.

gofiBead nomodsy Om. Please don't talk in English.
8030 edBn ég{_ Please don't smoke cigarettes.
emd ¢d8n . Please don't open the books.

omacsn D, Please don't talk.

13



NOTES ON STRUCTURE:

Variants of the infinitive form (request form).

In Sinhala there are three dialectal variants of the infinitive
form:

anding

variant A 0 5380 to do

variant B bo[a) o latofR)

variant C Bm - Ta} 10

Further examples appear in Sinhala Structures, section 2,5.

Variant A is the regular form in many areas of the Kandyan highlands.
Many speakers who use it however, also use variant B, particularly
in more formal situations. In Kandy town variant B appears to be
the regular form,

Variant B would appear to be the most common form throughout Sri
Lanka. It is without question the variant which is usually heard
in Colombo, despite the fact that conventional wisdom holds Colombo
to be a variant C area. Instructors often argue against presenting
variant-B on the grounds that it is localized in the Kandyan high-
lands, an idea which is not borne out by inspection.

Variant C may be heard in Colombo, and it is also the dialectal
variant used in many parts of the South. Teachers prefer it as
the 'best' form.

Variant C is presented in this textbook because it is the prestige
form. There are many good arguments for using variant B, however,
including frequency and ease of pronunciation for American English
speakers. Variant C contains a consonantal sequence ( /nn/ ) not
found in American English and is not advocated for less experienced
language learners who have difficulty maintaining the contrast be-
tween single and doubled consonants. For these reasons, the class
may want to switch to variant B at this point. Classes which wish
to do so should review Cycle 6 using the variant B forms and con-
tinue using them for the remainder of the course.

27




General Conversation

SINHALA

'I: ELICITING VOCABULARY FROM SINHALA SPEAKERS

WHAT DO YOU SAY IN SINHALA FOR WHAT THE GENTLEMAN IS DOING?

On the following pages there are three short dialogues in
which a student elicits vocabulary items from a speaker of Sinhala.
These dialogues are intended to serve as models for eliciting
vocabulary. The sentences in these conversations should be drilled
in class and memorized. Drills and exercises follow the dialogues.

28



General Conversation SINHALA ) B Dialogue I

DIALOGUE

I~

WHAT DO YOU SAY IN SINHALA FOR WHAT HE IS DOING?

MARY
ot H6m IO Bwers What do you say in Sinhala for
Bases chnde? what the gentleman is doing?
VICTOR
BIOn . Reading.
MARY
Do 5eddesd cHnds? What is the gentleman reading?
VICTOR
viodas. Ind Budesd vdved A newspaper. For that (you) say
pa®. vdned Hoded "news- newspaper. pattaree means news-
paper."” paper.
MARY
Do ofndas Badnt. The gentleman is reading a news-
vd568 Bosed "newspaper." paper. pattaree means newspaper.
5 w3 &7 Is that right?
VICTOR
03030 w3, 688 fowe cmed Precisely right. You speak
HEABSHD . Sinhala very well Mary.

NOTES ON STRUCTURE: present £@rm55§ﬂ@a, Class C nouns.

1. Bosdesd, 'say', and Baddes, 'read', are emphatic present tense
forms of the verb. A discussion of this verb form appears in
Sinhala Structures, section 2.21l.

2. Bwudsd , 'read', and somodnty , 'speak', are 51mple present
tanse forms of the verb. The simple present tense is the form
which a Sinhala speaker usually gives when asked for the trans-
lation of an English verb. A discussion of this form appears in
Sinhala Structures, section 2.21.

29



~General Conversation SINHALA o ~ Dialogue II

3. When a meaning or name of something appears as an object of

the verb Bu»® , 'say, call', it is optionally followed by the

clause subordinator BoE: . Hence, 950 budes vdned boe,

' For that you say newspaper.' See Sinhala Structures, section 2.18.

4., »5dm O, 'the doing', is a noun derived from a verb form. It
belongs to Class C. Class C nouns are discussed in Sinhala Struc-
tures, section 1.23. In this lesson the noun form is in the
dative case. (See Sinhala Structures, section 1.32).

5. Students should review the section in Sinhala Structures
(1.4) on definite and indefinite forms of the noun.

I

td

D 0GU

el
(g

A

WHAT DO YOU SAY IN SINHALA FOR WHAT THIS PERSON IS DOING?

30
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General Conversation Dialogue II

cO m6d Ond Bowers Boes
cOnde?

Honds .

Den

dn Sases edind &7

d Buded el gg.

eSH0 bused ewmd ¢g Bom &7

w3, I cniE-qy.

D € Dandy &7

@8, O 599 Dovd.

MARY

What do you say in Sinhala for
what this person is doing?

OLIVIA

She is weaving.

MARY

What is she weaving?

OLIVIA

She is weaving coconut branches.

MARY

Do you call those things over
there coconut branches?

OLIVIA

That's right. Those are
coconut branches.

MARY
Is she weaving now?-
OLIVIA
She is still weaving.

Yes.

31
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NOTES ON STRUCTURE: present tense forms, SO,

1. Bodesd and Buded are emphatic present tense forms of the
verb. See Sinhala Structures, section 2.21. :

2. Fond is a simple present tense form of the verb. See
Sinhala Structures, section 2, 21

3. g0 means 'to thése things'. Here ¢d&® 'those things', is
in the dative case. With the verb ZupD 'say, call', the thing
called is in the dative case.

G mSH DD Gewers ednde Buses?
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- Dialogue

I

I

I _

WHAT DO YOU SAY IN SINHALA FOR

cmIe» 5SH OO

towecsd Buded cBimde?

cOn @iy &7

GOn cdhns »;.

D d88 msn OO

Buded chnde?

50 Budesd 93 cvdds Bue .

DIA

LOGUE IIT

WHAT THE FARMER IS DOING?

DAVID
What do you say in Sinhala for
what the cultivator (farmer) is

doing?

Working in the field.
DAVID
What else is he doing?
CHANDRA
Walking in the field.
Sowing rice.
DAVID
What else?
CHANDRA
Nothing else.
DAVID
What do you call the thing
he is using?
CHANDRA

You call that a sowing basket.

33
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General Conversation

Ssummary: Dialogues I~-III

Ai

Model: I

BQ

SUMMARY

PRACTICING PATTERNS FROM DIALOGUES I-III

Substitution Drill

cEndeh DD pSH.
S @b D 5Snd,
I Sonio,

S Owdng D0 sdnd.

e DD pSndh. (Dodvwn)
dusom DD 535D . (D)

den DD 5Sodh. (evdm Dosowm)
onien dudom DD 5dd. (99)
90 D néod. (6dw)

O DD BSHD.

Substitution Drill
Model: I Qudnw DD »SH .
S Dusow D nSH.
I Budd

S Pusom Dapds .

Dot DD 55 . (Band)

Dot Dunth. (g Budsd)
Do et 5D .

Pudnm 6cd gdnd.

(628 q¢3ndn)

(cwd8 ompdnHD )

The farmer is working.

The farmer is working.

The gentleman.

The gentleman is working.

[the gentleman]

[he, shel

[the lady]

S [x]

[this person]

The gentleman is working.
The gentleman is working.
Weaving.

The gentleman is weaving.

[weaving]
[reading books]
[opening the door]

[speaking slowly]



__General Conversation

B.

5 Qudnwn cvd8 ponpSHD .

6 Oudnw descs Dunds.

Substitution Drill

Model: I 3w flowers somnsnHds.

|42

D BoweEs DoAHSHD ,

e 0

W

D emed pmancHD .

BoGES DmBHSHD . (cmed)
(cuds)
(&)

(@reud)

Den

O ced momndnds,

D 6wdd vmocHD .

O &5 HHSHD .

D @Icasd smBHSH .

D. Response Drill

Model: I 99 86350 cthod.

S &F 8080 ey Om.

1 90 B0s0 chnd. &

2 80 vdns Budnds. e

3 99 ewm@ gn Sovd. e

4 08 & anbh. &

5 99 op 08 BSHD e

35

(devrs Donds)

Substitution Drill (continued)

[closing the window]

He speaks in Sinhala.

He speaks in Sinhala.
Well.

He speaks

- [welll
[slowly]
[n@w]_

[again]

I am smoking.

Please don't smoke now.

Bosd edn Om. [smoke]

vEnd Bodsdm Oy, [read the papers]

en@ ¢n Doxs Oy, [Weave coconut
¢ ea ’ branches]

offs den. [gol]

e D88 Sy dwm., [use the pen]



=

Dialogues I-
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General Conversation

SINHALA summary:

E. Response Drill

Model: I dudowm HSn OO What do you say for what the
chnde BaseH? gentleman is doing?

S dwdom vEpSe BwdHD . The gentleman is reading the
paper.
1. dudom Ddn O6d ednde Borded? Owndow vinds Budni. [readir]ug the
| paper]”
2. Budom ©5én Omd chnde Bured? -Ondom e Dundr. [g%g%ng the
3. dwdowm 5ép Opd cdhinde Huded? dudowm OEHD:. [walking]
| Dudom 5ép 0D cnde Hoded? O Sodes elpd. lopening the
4. Owdowm 5SH DD etinds Buded? dudsnm dedco géo. [i?rgg%ow?
5. Swdom Ddp OO edhnde Hused? dudom B0S3 cnds. [gl’é%g!ilg cigar-
6. Dudom HSH dD cdinde Boded? dudow Bnde 0OB6S pdHD;. [describing
] the picture]

F. Response Drill

Model: I Puwslon chod g What is the gentleman doing?
5osen?

S5 9 oD DD »dvdr. He is still working.
1. Qurlo ctind & Bdédes? - D 900 DD »SvDh. [working]
néFed? D 529 vdnd Bwdndr. [reading news-

) - i papers]
aletalcioNg Dy 500 dend Dwsd. [closing windows]

2. Oudomn cHnd &
3. Owdow ched &
4. Pudom cdhedh & nédes? den 59D q:DEmty. [walking]
5. dwdow chndh & 5STEH? D 500 pmndcndh, [talking]

néBes? D 90D Bwsd [smoking cigarettes]
cthnd .

6. Pwdn cihnd

iy
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General Conversation

SINHALA  Summary: Dialogues I-III

G. Transformation Drill
Model: I dndom 20 oSnds. The gentleman is working.

S Onddocs DD ndes . The gentleman is not
v working.
1 Ondowm DD 53D . [working] Oudiow D10 sddes »:.
2 Oodow vdnde BadnHD. [réadi?g the dwdow ovdnde Budsesd »;.
paper. oot
3 dwsdnm 8058 cdhnd. ing . Pudme 8 P
Dudowm Bnsd edod. [g:{lg}g%g%tes] Dudowm Bnsd chded »;.
4 Do 6&d ¢8@@;.[§Pen%n§ the dndow 6&d g3ded »y.
door
5 dwdowm &8 omth, [going now] o e wes n:.
6 dvdom et amaautg%gﬁ%ng the  Sudowm st Duded »;.
7 dwdowm DooSmHds. [speaking] dudom sovnsSsed ;.
8 Quwdlswn thwe cfnd . [knowing o e eses ;.
Sinhala] ' ’
H. Response Drill

Model:- I cmdw 509 O Dycadh <? Is the farmer still sowing
) rice?

S dm i B dyddes o He is not sowing rice now.
1 Qoo D00 sowmcnth ¢? [speaking]l dm iF nmsncsHesd a;.
2 Owdom odd gf8mdy ¢? [walking] D &8 qI92568 ;.
3 o 50D O Dydody ¢? [sowing ricel dm ed O dysdes m:.
4 ey DD DD nSvth ¢? [working] D ed Od vsF68 ;.
5 Owdnm 5O Hudsty g? [reading] D &8 Buddes ;.
NOTE TO STUDENTS AND THE INSTRUCTOR
By this time students in the class should have mastered the usual
basic classroom expressions and enough 'survival' Sinhala (specif-
ically, that Sinhala necessary to elicit new vocabulary) to make
it possible to operate without Enclish in the classroom. Students

should be able to conduct the routine business of the classroom
and to ask for new words in Sinhale only.
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CYCLE 7

ELICITING

M=-1
dudom Gudds.
demde Sundi.

Den g8 cuiepdr.

o]
B

98 ndn Opd Goweesd buses
cOmEE?

60 535 0 Bowerd Buded
chnde?

cdemde nSp 5D towses
poses ehnde?

Cc-1

One of the students should perform an
opening a door, closing a window), or
in pantomime (sweeping the floor, for
ask the instructor the appropriate question from M-2.

should give a correct response
have an opportunity to be "the

VOCABULARY

You are writing, sir.

They are weaving.

She is washing (her) hands.

What in Sinhalsa

do you say
what I am

doing?
What
what

do you say in Sinhala
this person is doing?

What do you say i
these people are doing?

example) .
in Sinhala.
actor".

la for what

activity (pouring coffee,
pretend to be performing one
He should then
The teacher
Each student should
When a number of vocab-

ulary items have been gathered in this manner, students should

ask questions of each other.
A.
B. (dodown Gond).
c=-2

The

99 53y D0 Bomees pBudesd ehnge?

instructor and students should ask and answer questions about

the pictures which follow using the formulas which have been

learned in M-1 and M-2.

= e

[ '_j
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Cycle

GO

5on 950 Bowees Bures cdhnde?

40
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Cycle 7

cSem@e S Hpd toweey noded cHhnle?
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General Conversation SINHALA

c-3 Review exercises.

A. Using the following exchanges as models for conversations,
review the verb forms which have been learned up to this

time.

Instructor
Instructor
(to another
student)

Student
Instructor
(to third
student)

Third
student

etfis,ced Doy,
ctffis odp OmO
Sewecyd dodes
cthnde?

e Dumnd.

I 08 &7

®3. I 3.
I8 cod Dmnds.

John, close the door.
What do you say in
Sinhala for what John
is doing?

He is closing the door.

Is that right?

Yes. That's right.
John is closing the door.

B. Using the following exchanges as models for conversations,
review the verb forms which have been learned up to this

time.

Instructor

John (to
another
student)

Instructor
(to John)

John

eI, a6 dudond
Basts ecd tierln
Erea(3a

88, eed dndy.

88 »s» Opd
ey duded
cnde?

cad Dand.

44

John, tell that
gentleman to close
the door.

Please close the door

Jim.,

What do you say in
Sinhala for what Jim
is doing?

He is closing the door.
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CYCLE 8

WHAT IS YOUR NAME?

96F 50 IS 395,
D@ »® O8. 8. etenissn.
e »® . 3. ¢ 63D,

9cd »® g ATh.

dndnwmed »0 chnde?
eofm PDmdnmed 50 ehnde?

C~1

What is

What is

s Barbara Smith.
M.G. Seneviratne.
DeSilva

Ui‘Gi
; Loku Banda.
your name, sir?

your name, madam?

The instructor should ask the questions in M-2 of every student

in the class.

Then, each student should have the opportunity

to ask the names of others in the classroom.

Ai
B!

NOTE ON STRUCTURE:

dudomcd »e ethnde?
96 0 (8. 8. cuentddn)

genitive case forms.

'In the sentences in M-1 and M-2 there are a number of genitive

They are:

case forms showing possession.,

direct case form

8
eelmn Dutinm
Flsteln:) sir

The genitive case is discussed

madam

genitive case form

Ocd
ceim Owrpmoed

Dnsnmed

la Structures, sectionl.33.




General Caﬁversatlan SEHLALA Terms of Addfass

TERMS OF ADDRESS

As a term of address the Engllsh word you is virtually
all purpose. It is appropriate in all contexts, whatever the
relationship between the speaker and the addressee. Except
in very formal contexts, i.e., butler to employer: Would madam

prefer to have tea outside today?, other terms of address do not

substitute for you in American Engllsh. Would you please tell me..
could precede a question to anyone ~- a taxi driver, a shopkeeper
or an important government official.

There is no single word in Sinhala which is an appropriate
translatlén of the EnglLsh you in all cantexts. There are 1ndeed

in aﬁdr2551ng evarygne. They ;nclude.

o A very familiar term for you
used largely in informal inter—
action within the family. Definite-
ly not appropriate for all familial
contexts. Considered extremely in-
sulting in many situations.

)

A term of address which may be heard
between intimates (brothers, sisters,
for example) or which may be used by
a superior when addressing an infer-
ior. Considered rude in many

52

g

contexts.

»ietd Said to be a term of address between
equals.

Det Perhaps the most neutral choice for

a second person pronoun.

Actually, more often than not, Sinhala speakers avoid choosing a
second person pronoun. For exampie, they may omit the subject of
the sentence entirely:

=

amdy &7 Going:

u,j\

instead of

A opdr a7 Are you going?

Or they may choose a third person subject:

[
)

. £.4



General ?éﬂVEFSStiGD” SﬁjHALAii Terms of Address

Pudmm and &7 Are (you) going, sir?
instead of

T amTy ef Are you going?

General guidelines for choosing a term of address

I

1. Appropriate terms of address for equals and superiors.

In establishing relationships with persons of equal or
superior status, avoid pronominal terms entirely. When it is
necessary to address someone, use ezim Oudpws, 'madam’, or
Swxmen, sir'. The following people are equals or superiors:

AP

a. Counterparts and other professionals in the Sri Lanka govern-
ment. For example, government agents, research officers, health
inspectors and heads of government offices.

b. Individuals who have established themselves in positions o
authority or rank in their own communities. For example, post-
masters, schoolmasters, ayurvedic physicians and grama sewakas.

c. BAdministrators or managers in banks, large shops such as

Cargills, hotels and airline offices.
d. Teachers and administrators in the universities.

e. Lawyers, doctors and other professionals in the private
sector.

f. Adult kinsmen of the above.
People who are referred to as “wmmm O Grim e are
often particularized by a prefix., For example:
3T ETnrn) the ayurvedic physician
258 Togte Mr. Smith
mred Teurimen the postmaster

ofemizd Terma the schoolmaster

48
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General Conversation SINHALA Terms of Address

Students will notice as they listen to Sinhala spoken
around them that the terms ;;r, madam, and missy have been borrowed
from English. The term sir is used more widely than the other
two. It is a substitute for dungdnwm.

2. Addressing individuals who are lower in status.

The most diplomatic way of addressing someone who is lower
in status is to use the proper name. For example:
Ah emed & aser’ Where are you going, Banda?
Hau ehold servants, waiters, drivers, porters and others engaged

in providing personal services are often addressed in this manner.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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SINHALA Terms of

3. Addressing members of

Buddhist monks are

the sangha.

generally addressed as <7

A BUDDHIST MONK AND

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

DEVOTEES
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CYCLE 9

WHAT

a7 Unmrmeacd 53

ciiZTE mnlas.

Snamdce w3

ol
[0y

[ekad Fath)

3

837 .

7S Androied o

GEamees?

TS EHI™m

K
i3

Ly
oy

i

0]

=

soim Indomed a9 chnde?

0

G

68 dndnaned »o chmde?

IS HIS/HER NAME?

The name

there is

The name of that

is Mary Smith.

The name of this

Walter Herath.

The name of that

Silva.

What is the name

man over there?

What is the name

What is the name

51

{2
E‘C“

of that gentleman over

Robert Jones.

lady over there

-
)

gentleman

lady is Olivia

of that gentle-

o
Iy

this gentleman?



General Canv rsa ation SENH%;A_ 7?y3l279

c-1

Students A and B should discuss the names of the others in the
class. Each student in the class should have an opportunity to
carry on ,uch a discussion.

A, a8 Owdamed »0 edhadeg”

B. 28 Swdnmed »E (648 o*45d),

Cc=2

Look at the pictures of the people below. Student A should

ask an appropriate question from M-2 of another member of the
class. Student B should supply the correct answer. Each student
should have an opportunity to carry on such a discussion.

A. (pointing to picture): g3 Sndomed »® ehads”

B. 76 Podomed »9 (ed. mX., tedBDn).

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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0
=

| {1
'_I\

WHAT ARE THE NAMES OF THESE PEOPLE?

_‘m‘

B etise? Susown . This is Mr. Jones.

5

o

a2 2358 Zodnad This is Mr. Smith and
Hnad eninil. his wife.

68 dudnd: 5Ya? Who are these gentlemen?

Semideded »3 chinia a7 What are their names?

Y omim OuwdndHed What are the names of these

es?

[

sTmty &7 lad

ap
)

3

c8emideded nd ePind &7 What are the names of these

people?
c-1

Students should ask and answer questions of the type in M-2
with other students in the class.

A. cdemieRes nS o &?

=
5
O

[ 3]
ja
IR
o)
B
Gy
3
Ty
83
~—

B. o (388 2w

NOTES ON STRUCTURE: the 'and' particle; genitive forms.

1. In the sentence Gg‘? 398 dudomnd Owed i3 the 'and' particle
has been added to Owdnw and enim,. Further discussion of the
'and' particle appears in Sinhala Structures, section 5.3.

2. The following genitive plural forms of animate nouns appear
above: femdeded, cnim dudndded and edemacded,

A discussion of the formation of these forms appears in Sinhala
Structures, section 1.3322. )
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c-3

Students should bring pictures of other people to class. These

ell-known people or of relatives and friends

students should ask each other who the people
A sample picture appears above. ‘

may be pictures of w

of class members.
in the pictures are.

HT. gédmad »id

. S Sl BT

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

CYCLE 11

IS HIS NAME DE

SILVA?

name of the teacher

K.G. DeSilva.

The name of the teacher

(fFemale) is Sriyani Herath.



M=2

. emim Prdraed 5P No. The lady's name is not Olivia

e B3 6vedd. Silva.

ni. Pdnmed 5O No. The gentleman's name is not

6368 65633, Saram.

mr. endm dufomed »O No. The lady's name is not

P d Stnman 6MEDI. Kumari Dissanayake.

Frdnocd 50 Atmman &7 Is the gentleman's name

Dissanayake?

el »d 6HDE0D &7 Is my name Gunawardena?

dmed 0 nHd Smman &7 Is her name Kumari Dissanayake?

c-1
Students should use the information they have gathered about
gfggr class members to ask and answer questions of the type in
A, fwdomed 0 (Emman &7 )
B. O5. Owdnmed 59 (Emman),
or m;. Jofvwed »0 (Emwmmun) 656OE.

In Sinhala equational sentences (i.e., My name is Silva, This is

a door, It is mine;”Tha dress isigreeng egg.) %ack main verbsi
Such sentences are negated by adding 6»6®s , 'is not, are not',
after the predicate as in M-2 above.

55




_ General Conversation  SINHALA ___Cycle 12

CYCLE 12
WHOSE GOODS ARE THESE?
M-1 o8 RubudE enfmm Dwudnwmed. These documents are the lady's.
ed 3§ ded. These goods are mine.
68 cOod ded. This junk is mine.
68 wdE ded. This money is mine.

ad oms otifsd dudvwmed. Those books are Mr. Jones'.

68 plud med &7 Whose junk is this?

60 mf3 med &7 Whose coins are these?

8 »Fmd med &7 Whose glasses are these?
c-1
Each student should point to various items around the room to
find out who the owner is. If students do not know the
Sinhala words for various objects around the room, they should
use the Sinhala they know to f£ind out.

A. 68 (cDvd) med &7

Bs @f‘; C@aﬁja 5{3@)

56 .3
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Cycle 13

CYCLE 13

ARE THESE THINGS YOURS?

6o ded.

)
]

)
i

e m8md dcd.

p

GO cufm dwdnwad.

2. 68 ond; udowed.

mr. 68 wnd; 964 enedd.

B, GO coim Bwdow el
GD6AS.

. 68 BF08 Lwdowed
6HGOG.

68 33us enim dwdowed &7
c8th dudomed 7

a0 ded &7

c-1

Yes. These things are mine.
Yes. These glasses are mine.
Yes. These things are the lady's.

Yes. These keys are the gentle-
man's,

No. These keys are not mine.

No. These things are not the
lady's.

No. These receipts are not the
gentleman's,

Are these receipts the lady's?
Are these things yours, sir?

Are these things mine?

Using the formula given in M-3, student A should try to determine
the ownership of various items in the classroom. Other students
should answer the questions of student A using the formulas given
in M~1 and M-2. Each student should have an opportunity to ask

the questions.

A. (c8 33v8 dudvawed ¢?)

B. (88. &8 3Fs8 ded)

57
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General Conversation SINHALA

WHAT COLOR IS IT?

M-1 |
ed cwn oy 3. (opd) This book is black.
Podowmed 8&0 Do gg mO3.(ged) Thé gentleman's shirt.is white.
A5 eme 03, The wall is green.
OBEe 5O HOG. The pencil is yellow.
69m dn ®dd. (dnd) This thing is red.

M=2
68 ©v&0 O» ctip D &? What color is this shirt?
68 mfoce s wmd &7 What color is this pencil?
c8 ethy ethn Hmd &? What color is this book?

enlm Pudomed mdw cim O &?  What color is the lady's sari?

C-1

Talking about various objects around the room .....

A. (68 owd) c®n md &7

B. (ot ®d3)

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: the emphasizing particle .

In equational sentences (the type x is y) adjectives which end

in a vowel which £fill the "y" slot are followed by an emphasizing
particle & . Some nouns in this slot which end in a vowel are

also followed by 8 . md , 'color', above is an example. This
particle has no direct translation. It appears in sentence final -
~position. It does not appear before the question marker & . .

58
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General Conversation . _Cyecle 15

SINHALA

TALKING ABOUT MONEY
For the next several lessons, the class will need 10 pennies,
and a few nickels, dimes, quarters and 50 cent pieces. There
are 100 cents in the Sri Lanka rupee coined in the following
denominations: 1, 2, 5, 10, 25 and 50.

CYCLE 15

o]
[

YOU HAVE MONEY ON YC

o]
c
w0

. @ eo pdus oo Bewni:. Yes. I have a license on me.

28, & e udR s Baond:. Yes. I have a little money
on me.

D o 232 yod Seun. I have a lot of money on me.

have a pen on me.

@
3
51
3,
il
M
>
o
H

have a book with me.

@
]
<
)
5
&,
2
[0}
¥
3
&
o

&
e
a

S B, I don't have a book with me.

cdus oo »:. I don't have a license on me.

@
3
S

a@c 1. I don't have money on me.

¢
Q@
3

Qoo ¢t odE Hewsd &7 Do you have money on you, sir?

h
epim Dudowm G0 s Bewnh «? Do you have a pen with you,
: 2

Qodiocn co o cwod Bewsd ¢? Do you have a Sinhala book
with you, sir
m con od Beadesd? Who is it who has money on him?
c-1
Students should use the formulas given above to discuss the
belongings of others in the classroom.
A. B o udG Beoster?

B. (dortvn ) co.
59
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Cc-2
A. (Podnwm ) co Boug ctnd Beond &7
B. (& o Sowe cood Bewsndr )

NOTES ON STRUCTURE
1. Postpositions

The word @ is a postposition meaning 'on' or 'near' Postposi-
tions in Sinhala are functionally similar to English prepositions,
except that while English prepositions occur before the word they
govern, Sinhala postpositions occur following the word. Postpo-
éitions occur in construction with nouns, verbs and other parts
of speech. When in construction with nouns, they govern specific
cases. Most postpositions, like @& , govern the direct case.

Two irregular pronominal forms occur with ¢® :&, 'me' andm'who'.
Examples:

et GO On, near the farmer
dudnm B On, near the gentleman
& o Near me

GOMER RV Near Colombo.

2. The verb Bewnd, 'be'.

This verb occurs with inanimate subjects and means 'be'. For

example:
eny BELHD . There are books.
cnd Besnd:. There is a book.
& con @ bewsds. There is money on/near me,

(i.e., I have money on me.)

The negative of 5ewndy isy;. For example:

gy . There are no books.
& o 3G Di. 1 have no money on me.
The verb p5eup®h does not occur with animate subjects, See

Sinhala Structures, section 1.51.

phs]
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General Conversation SINHALA — __Ccycle 16

CYCLE 16
HOW MANY CENTS ARE ON THE TABLE?
M=-1
cPus ¢ vy cend Heond. There's 2 cents on the table.
efuw ¢ wn qoos Beends. There's 10 cents on the table.

cOnm 35 vnes Bewn. There's 50 cents in this spot
here.

D 2o 05 5ps Bewnd:. There's 3 cents with me.

M-2
6oty e oo Dol Beondh &7 How many cents on the table?
o ¢d on HIS Beand &7 How many cents on the book?

con so dos Beond &? How many cents in this spot
here,

c-1

-

Using the formulas given above, students should talk about the
money being used for classroom purposes.

A. (68w D) vn Bo Bewnd a?

B. (cBua &) v vons BewnD:.
NOTE ON STRUCTURE: postpositions

The word ¢® is a postposition meaning 'on' or 'on top of'.
It occurs after nouns in the direct case.

61
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

GIVE ME A

Geas Mo .
sed mmbBas.

uvncd mtias.

i

]

S5 sed moas.

"

cwcd mtiant.

Bt3as .

CYCLE 17

50¢ PIECE

]

o

2¢ piece.
5¢ piece.
50¢ piece.
25¢ piece.
10¢ piece.

coin.
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

General CénVErsatiaﬁ ~ SINHALA Cycle 17

=
1
[

o oned mBes eesn. Give me a 50¢ piece.

')
cy

a 25¢ piece.

@
&

ve 96 ved miesd cars. Give me

o5 oel Bt cletnlol] Genm . Give me two 5¢ pieces.

@
i

three 5¢ pieces.

@
s

oo ved mB oof cern. Give me
c-1 |
Using the formulas given above, students should exchange the
money being used for classroom purposes.

A. 90 (vn ceos)miiad cedn.

B. e (wn ceest) miiad.
NOTES ON STRUCTURE: genitive forms; @3@5pm, 'here'.
1. Numerals such as 6@ above are in the genitive case.

2. c@dn ;s a word which means 'here' in the sense of the French
'voici'. It is used when handing something to someone. )

! SNAKE CHARMERS
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General Conversation SINHALA ___ cycle 18

CYCLE 18

o

HOW MANY 5 CENT PIECES DO YOU HAVE ON YOU?

M-1
D o oo 08 ved mius Bewnd. I have a 25¢ piece on me.

& G ©o vel mB cens Bewnd. I have two five cent pieces
me

ved mil ©wsds Beonth. There are four pennies,
0D Gees mios Bewdt. There is a 2¢ coin.

3o vned mE nps Bewnd:. There are three 50¢ pieces.

N-2

dudsw o 68 midus Bewmih &7 Do you have a pemny on you, sir?

Sudown G wed i3 B How many pennies do you have on
Beand =7 you, sir?

Qudow O ©wo cued mB Hos How many 10¢ pieces do you have
Beond &7 on you, sir?

Do co oo 6 vecd md How many 25¢ pieces do you have
B8 Beund &7 on you, sir?

= 2 )

xdnen co (o 98 vl mi3) Bud Reamt =7

(npdf) Bownd.
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_ SINHALA

_Dialogue IV

IN
MRC

e Pusmmed mdeTd
o3 CuBadEad.

MRQ

MR.

TN 6d FuBadE ethnd &?

MR.
3% Bubuflt Fed.
588 60 m8used ¢ib
98 Sam Endncand.
MR.
Y amn O» ODndomed A7
558 dndnwmaed &7
MR,
srin O 96d.
MR,
RN 351, ] méﬁﬁg GAF
umﬁ@gna GEIME .
MRQ
E@ﬁm. T dnO cesfy.
99 Gus O,
NOTES ON STRUCTURE: infle

The dialogue above should
duced structures. Some ne
on the following pages.
dative case forms of anima
and @mﬁmagga K 'ta a géﬁtl

uments

Tl

(SEE Slnhala Structures,

THE CONSULAR SECTTION

CARSON DIAL

Here is your passport and your
documents.

JOHN PERERA

= of these documents are not

your documents, sir?

PERERA
These documents are mine. But

this parcel belongs to a gentle-
man called Brown.

DIAL

Is this big one yours or Mr.
Brown's?

FEREERA
The big one is mine.

AL

\U\

I

\|"—'
rt
O

I'll give the other par
Mr. Brown.

PERERA

,,,,, Give it to him. I'1l1l

go and come.

Good.

cted noun forms.

serve as a review for previously intro-
w structures are reviewed in the drills
hey include definite and indefinite

te nouns: Qwsond® , 'to the gentleman',
eman‘ (see Sinhala Structures,l;BEE)
'from doc-

r

1. 3423)

65
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neral Conversation SINHALA Summary

A. Substitution Drill
Model: T 68 ANOET wdwds Ded. Some of these goods are mine.
S 8 29°FF udnsd 966 . Some of these goods are mine.

T RuBsiE Documents

S &Y RuFOTELER 32x88 d6d. Some of these documents
are mine.

documents
clothes

shirts

parcels

5 &t 2&a@0EF ududs fad. (om@d) packets

B. Substitution Drill

Model: T admd @ jg’)iﬁ?é Sed emncdd. Some documents are hnot

) ) mine.
3G Ded 65693. Some documents are not mine.

i3]
P
ol
5
=
[o 8
T
h‘v
ol
(53]
¥

|
)
&
a,

Books.

e 966 emedd3. Some books are not mine.

4]
o
Yl
et
Oy,

1 023nd Fudufic =ed ensdd. (emd) books
2 08 smd Jed emnedd. (ved) pencils

3 5308 wFed 268 enedd. (etfdmO) postcards

4 03958 euldmd d6d emed3. (wyd:) keys

w

3358 agdy g6l 6p6dd. (Byd) letters

6 wind Bgd® ged enedd.

~

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



E\.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

RIC

_General Conversation SINHALA - _Summary
C. Substitution Drill
Model: T 37 smEfRs 2f»<x "2 Some of these books are mine.

S #® mmeTard mimed Tad, Some of these books are mine.
I =~n5 Two
s =% =epdl o', Two of these books are mine.

1 =% st el whesd Ted . {zand [two]

2 37 2 RR send Ted, (Tfsm® [all]

3 =% “demd Rad, (nos) [three]

4 3% e Tex nngd Aad (ons) [five]

5 &R amstes ows Ted (S [some]

6 57 armBfRE Bt Sad

]

(W]

Model:

XA

G}
3

o]
]

&)
b

o)
120

I

S 69 zoan O 2ad.

L2
oy
&,
o,
Che
e}
'l
i

=
a3

én md om Iad, (ng »0)

pE 0 o dad. (py ®0)
pm m0 d» ded. (i)

emd O ded.

This big one is mine.
This big one is mine.

Good.

This good one is mine.

[good]

[red]

[black]

[vellow,

saffron co.ar]

[l1ittle]
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Conversation

General

E. Response Drill

Model: I 68 emd med &7

S 60 emy qdn 0.

e
are
meel
are
med
are
med
are
mes
are
beRclal

1 68 emsd
Whose books
2 6O swmd
Whose books
3 6d amd
Whose books
4 6B ems
Whose books
5 67 Gy
6 &8 emd
Whose books

F. Transformation Drill

I 6O s gdn §

]

]

Model

G emd q@dn
Bunneanl.

s

6% emd o5 5 SodomO.
books belong to Mr. Brown.
emd gdp gddy DudnwO.

to Mr. Gunaratne

cmd gdp cuenddds dudHmd

..:..t0 Mr. Seneviratne.

68 emd ¢dp & 3D dudemo.

.....to Mr. de S‘lva.

68 e gon 398 Dundownd.

.to Mr. Smith.

8 emd qdb sy dnSpmd.

(1]

<)

68

He A Be BSe 93

=
[

a8 8m

Y8 Boe

Whose books are these?

These books belong
to me.

®0.

belong to me.

ot Oudngmd.

belong to the postmaster.
®encsn usnwmd.

belong to Mr. Gunaratne.
A9 udnmd.

belong to Mr. Brown.

235 ity Busndnd.

belong to the lady.
0.

belong to him.

jay

o

i) ja
G

o
5 We U g

oy
o

o
% o%o o

Jige
1]
w oy W

1%
"'”’»I |
o
[T

n

#on0. These books belong to Mr.

Brown.

etnd ¢35 AYY DuE dudvcwnd.
..to a gentleman_called Brown.
cwmd gad g@csy Boe Dudnewnd.
.-to a gentleman called Gunaratne.
9 emd gop cwendddy Do Dndneand.
...to a gentleman called Seneviratne.
60 omd ¢ds & B3 HuE dwdnewnd.
...to a gentleman called de Silva.
0 emd qdn 3098 Hoc dwdnewnd.

.--t0 a gentleman called Smith.
60 cwmd qin 6dd8 Boc dudneand.

@
[

R

G

Fl

z



General Conversation

G. Transformation Drill

Model: I &8 mdensd Op

68 medeeid Om

S 68 m3edd O9» dvsomed e

308 dudomed &7

Rlalatalhiclo}
395 Oudnwad.

D5
Om

SHACIH @
me3eed
cmim Dosinmaed.
Do aed.

[l
[l

medeesd
meicedd

fed,
D3 e

Om
ata)

nedeedd
medeend

medeedd O gienicd dwSowmed.
mderdd Do sy duwdnwmaed,

33D dwdowmed.
Dhed.

tal=)
faln)

tne3G 8O
mdeuid

388 Owsnwmed.
enimaed.

D
Om

me3en?d
mdeesd

088 e .

S comzd. 6oF dFn.
9 &85 OFnd.
Dend BHasHE.

DeNd oy GeFHO.

Ansnaned.

[go and come] GWE&S.
[tell him]

[give him

This passport is yours,
sir.

07 dnwdnmed. This passport is Mr. Brown's.

Is this passport yours or
Mr. Brown's.

68 mdewid d» dwdomed ¢ 3/
Qudomed &7 (yours or Mr. Brown's?)

60 mtiect!d do 6vim dudowmed &

Owsomed &7 (the lady's or the gen-
) ) tleman's?) B

8 wmtlenid O ded & dmed &7

(mine or his?)

8 mtderid dp qulenied dudowmed <

c¥dy dwsnwmed &7 (the schoolmaster's
. ) or Mr. Herath's?)

68 mtletid O GED dndowed &

dmed 7 (Mr. de Silva's or yours?)

68 mdewesd O 395 Susvmecd &

eodmed] &7 (Mr. Smith's or the
lady's?)

I'1l go and come.

Good. Go and come.

ons 085 .
DO Bears,

G .

GmEd. Dmd vm 6eEn.

the pen]

3

&

W]



H. Response Drill (continued)

4 38 5218 Dwdnd. [close the door] ocmed. 66 Dosn.
5 89 derdry qdgnd. [open the cmed. Herlro qdsn.
window]

6 93 PnBond smnssed. [speak to ced. Jufomd
the gentleman] BMHSHD .
I Transformation Drill
Model: I cO8n dudowmed Gubot g Here are your documents.
cOry Qurawmed mdew’d~ Here is your passport.
O . o
S cP8n dwdowmed FubwdEE Here are your documents and
m3enid Ond. your passpost.
1l c38n 2ofovwed FudsdE. [your documents, 628» Jwdnced GubaBEs
98 Podvwed mdeufd- your passport] wdeti0 Omd.
OB . ) B
2 adsn vad, [a pen, a 6O UnG VIFBEERS .
388 opfueos. pencil]
3 &ddn dedg. [vegetables, 6ddn» dcded ¥ cudund.
e¥8n my euvdas. a loaf of
bread]
4 odn ewmd. [books, c08p ctnnd ddvnd.
o08n ddvd. receipts]
5 GO pdess. [paper, 608 5DHBE vlued.
c®8n vifod pencils]
6 cd8n vudy, [shoes, 698 vudnd 68ya.
cd8p 3. socks])
7 ¢O8n oo ved mbod. [a five-cent piece, 60y vo ved mBund
cOs i cwed mmtiad. a ten-cent piece] ©p &wed mmBond.
8 odln wp oqed mBud. [a two-cent piece, 6®dn vy cged mbund
eAFm o vey miod a five-cent piece] wp ved mtiondg.
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General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 19

CYCLE 19

w";l

"9 ge™3my mmd mSmeed I work in the American

r,m

D0 oSndr. Embassy.

I am Second Secretary of the

m
ol
(2

289 26355 mamud mEse

62388 adps. American Embassy-

28 363808 mmod mEmeed I am Third Secretary of the

American Embassy.

5 mEneed I am the cultural affairs officer

[N t J
\DJ\
\“'*-'I
\"‘

rodsabm 50y S BEM3m. of the American Embassy.

9 263308 mmwus mEmeed I am an economic officer in the

[

®:835 504y NS Behdeds. American Embassy .

dudnwmed Slnd cHods? What is your occupation, sir?
coim Dostmmed SInd edhads? What is your occupation, madam?
cdmed StInd chnde? What is the occupation of this

person ?

-1

]

Using the formula given in M-2, students shoul
occupations of others in the class are. Neede
be elicited from the instructor.

14 find out what the
d vocabulary should

72
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General Conversation

Cc=-2

The instructor should point to one of the pictures below and
ask the appropriate guestion from M-2. If possible, the
students should supply the answer. If students cannot supply
the answer, then they should repeat the question to the in-
structor who will supply the answer. Next, the students them-
selves should ask and answer the questions pertaining to the
pictures.

GO 5008 mSHD

73



General Con




rsation SINH/

74




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

1
i



Cycle 19




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

75

o
j [¥e]



SINHALA

Genera

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E\.



~General Conversation VisﬂﬁiALA 7 o Cycle 20

CYCLE 20

IS IT FOR THE SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT THAT (YOU) WOPK?

F 28 YA sdder mom Yes. It is for the Sri Lanka
) government that I work.

TR, AR 00 sddes emmed. Yes. It is in Colombo that I
work.

AL Yes. It is in the Health Depart-
ment that I work.

No. It is not for the Agriculture
Department that I work.

No. It.is not for the American
Government that I work.

K Is it in the S5ri Lanka government
g3 &7 that you work, madam?

&
Posmg D) 53H6H wves &7 Is it in Jaffna that you work, sir?

Doy D0 mdsled emed &7 Where do you work, sir?

c-1

Students should continue discussing the occupations of others in the
classroom using the formulas given above. It would be useful for
the students if other Sinhala speakers could come to class for the
C-phase of this cycle.

Ny,




General Conversation SEHiALA 7 o Cycle 20

C-1 (continued)
A. (Dofos DD adtsr emewd «7)

B. (®® 90 ns¥es wves. )

NOTE ON STRUCTURE: neg

ating present tense forms.
58968 is an emphatic present tense form of the verb. For the use
and formation of emphatic present tense forms, see Sinhala Struc-=
tures, section 2.21. Sentences with emphatic verbs are negated by
adding 6m60d after the emphasized word., The students and the
instructor should discuss and review negation of present tense forms
(both simple and emphatic) at this time. Refer to Sinhala Struc-
tures, sections 2.24 and 2,25, - ’

78 Q-
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

THE NAMES OF SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES AND DEPARTMENTS

Below are the Sinhala terms for various subdivisions of the
Sri Lanka government administrative system. Students should
learn the Sinhala for those ministries and departments which

are of interest to them.

A Ministry of Local Government,
1520093 Housing and Construction.

03 Ministry of Public Administration

3N iom . and Home Affairs.
PR m&Pann @M minondg . Ministry of Plantation Industries.
s 6t afhmisien . Ministry of Social Services.
wodmatin mdgn AP mmend . Ministry of Cultural Affairs.
yhawnn @fmimerars, Ministry of Transport.
DB t30DBID m Ministry of Agricultural
Slefc Cj’@ g hmmoacs . Development and Research.
P 2en80n ¢ hmmoen:d. Ministry of Rural Development.
BIDS; @Ramiaone . Ministry of Labour.
G118 O FamsIend . Ministry of Health.
Mo Jgf rocdm Ministry of Posts and
im0 . Telecommunications.
6ty nEhaly g hmmona. . Ministry of Textile Industries.
5,&,—(‘ [ PR g s b 7 P L] - S s = _ ! -
DAL DUGR RThoens ., Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
20 ¢ Pyminomes . Ministry of Justice.
A9 W 3PS gthmmond . Ministry of Food and Cooperatives
nSnrin m 3w mdgn Ministry of Industries and
A Ph D 18300c3 | Scientific Affairs.
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General Conversation SINHALA

DG B¢ @ T 130 eSiommond ., Ministry of Power and Highways.
el o 5 ©Omed FDIoRS. Ministry of Finance and Planning.

oD3 m gD t1edEDH Ministry of Lands and Land
I %0@S . Development.

W
Q
Hh
=

D0DE t3DEIn gdhmsoh . Ministr Mahaweli Development.

033698y 50y m Ministry of Parliamentary
Foms00s . Affairs and Sport.
GOel  mis gSipsona. Ministry of Trade and Shipping.

of Education.

‘Nﬁ ‘4‘

(‘FLLJJE fj'k_»-jnli,ﬂi- 56T . Ministr

ened zQwer 2Mmisiona, Ministry of Higher Education.

008 qgtansond . Ministry of Fisheries.

P8 58T wedEIH Ministry of Rural Industries
T DO BIRS « Development.

W
s}
jo 1)

6w90n mOgy Ministry of Youth Affai
dpSser gSimsIona . Employment,

S5 Finmong . Ministry of State.

i ,l
osp

emed 89De ed&Tud M
H

5 ry of Colombo Group of
g 515700 . als

3
[t
ﬁ'r‘r
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General Conversati

Cycle 20

26c8 ectdnelsind
D8nBo cemEnedigd
Ce @icﬁﬁﬂséﬁqa

008 wedE0n sigﬁgﬁsa@ﬁfqa
nth o8&y camEneSrigd

05 w0 @dden cemEnsdsnd

66l M sembnedigd

26cT D80 eemEnedsigd

s 64t 8nedigd
D00 ccmnedsigd
Yyt GemEneSigd

68 cemEnedind

Marketing Department.
Irrigation Departmei:t.
Forest Department.
Survey Department.

Land Development Department.
Small Industries.

epartment of Wildlife ¢
n :

Department
Marketing.

Department of
Department of
Information.

partment

Customs.



- Cycle 21

CYCLE 21

WHAT KIND OF WORK IS IT THAT THE GRAMA SEWAKA DOFS?

% odOn ndder What kind of work is it that
s3thn B¥ed 00 &7 the grama sewaka does?

Ay ewds vddun What kind of work is it that
n38c8 ey Jaed DD &7 the Public Health Inspector
does?

Eenvbnd nsres What kind of work is it that
3 "B &7 the Assistant Government
Agent does?

oo Budow HSH6 What kind of work is it that

conp daed D0 &7 the postmaster does?
O 5686 ctim 028ed DD &2 What kind of work do you do?
c=1

The officials named above are some of those who are likely to
have administrative responsibilities for small communities.
students should single out one of these officials and ask

the instructor, in Sinhala, what his duties are. The instructor
should give a short description in Sinhala. It is not likely
that students will know all the words which the instructor uses.
Students should use Sinhala to find out what the "unknown" words
mean. They should not use English. The instructor should

repeat the description several times. When all students under-
stand what the instructor is saying, one of the students should
try to tell the story to the rest of the class. While the student
is trying to tell the story, the instructor should not attempt to
correct him. Then other students should have an opportunity to
try to tell the story. Students should attempt to repeat the

story at a normal rate of speed and without grammatical errors -

in other words, students should try to tell it just as the
instructor did.

c-2

Class members may wish to discuss the duties of other government
officials. Use the procedure given in C-1l.




General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 21

C-2 (continued)

T2 THE INSTRUCTOR
These descriptions should be only five sentences long. They

should be short, simple, and include only verb forms which are
present tense. A sample vext is given below.

THE POSTMASTER

o Duwdnwm oynd HREEESGE The postmaster works in the
08 monih. post office.

Bad edenD. He distributes letters.
gded Inand. He sells stamps.

Ba® 68308 ndnd. He registers letters.

DBH® «Dnds. He sends telegrams.

C=3

Using the skills now at his disgasal each student should select
one of the numerous pictures in this book which shows p=zople at
work. With the assistance of the instructor, the student should

work up a description of the tasks being performed in the picture.
Again, the descriptions should be short and simple, A sample

text follows.
NOTES ON STRUCTURE: @@, 'what', and genitive forms.

1. The word e®» in M-1 above is an adjectival form meaning 'what'.

It precedes the noun it modifies.

2. The phrase ¢ 9263 D in M-1 above means 'work of what
kind". 8&¢ , 'kind, sort, manner', appears in the genitive case.
Like @0 , 'government', and eqmdneodnd , 'department', which
appeared in Cycle 20 in their genitive forms, it belongs to

Class B. At this time students and the instructor should review
the formation of genitive definite singular forms. Further
details appear in Sinhala Structures, section 1.33.

L)




~Cycle 21

k

ple
ing a task

is performing a task
e
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Fpnéral C@nversat3an

,SE“IHALA , ) ~ Cycle 21

crmded osldes w08 nspi.

the horoscope

He is writing (casting) a
horoscope.

VELISEYA DAGABA,

(2nd CENTURY B.C.), ANURADHAPURA
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WORKERS WASHING GEP
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General Conversation SINHALA Cycle 22

CYCLE 22
WHAT IS THE DAY TODAY?

ge BB . Today is Mond<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>