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Basic Sinhala is a beginning course presented in lhree modules dealing with the

writing system, convetsation and grammar. The respective ftitles are:

Module I - Beginning Signs and Letters
Module I - General Conversation
Module I!I - Sinhala Structures

The course is intended for use with the help of a Sinhala-speaking instructor. The student
must start with Module I in order to gain the grasp of Sinhala writing necessary lo use the
other two modules since the Sinhala material in those modules is presenfed only in its
natural written form. The conversation and grammar modules are iniended to be used in
conjunction with each otl:zr, General Conversation containing systematic cross-references
to Sifhala Structures. :

The principal author of Basic Sinhala is Bonnie Grakam MacDougall.  Dr.
MacDougall has had exiensive experience in the language teaching ficld at Carnell, at the
Foreign Service Inslitute where she served as an intern in the School of Language Studies
in 1966, and with the Peace Corps. She has had extended visils or residence in Sri Lanka
in 1964-65, 1968, 1978 and 1979. Her work which eventually developed into Basic
Sinhala started with a Peace Corps contract in 1967 for a set of Sinhala training materials
which were first used in a training program for Peace Corps Velunteers at Fresno State
College,

Farts of the preliminary version remained in use in language classes in the U, §.
Embassy in Colombo through the years since 1968. Although incomplete and antiquated,
they came closer to meeting the needs of the Embassy staff than any other textbooks
available. In 1978, Dr. MacDougall expressed a willingness lo refine and update the
materials, and the Agency of International Development and the Foreign Service Institule
agreed lo fund the project jointly. Furlher, the Sri Lanka mission of AID agreed to pre-
pare the camera copy and FSI agreed to publish it. Basic Sinhala in its present form is
the product of this collaboration.

Dr. MacDougall has provided a preface or introduction lo each module giving
appropriale credit to the individuals and organizations contributing to its development.

One item missing from these sections, howeuver, is credit to the duthﬂfihélﬁélffgf her pro-
fessional competence, her leadership and her dedication in bringing Basic Sinhala to its

present stale of usefulness.
A

rith, Dean
School of Language Studies
Foreign Service Institute
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Beginning Signs and Letters
FOREWORD

the first valume of Basic Sinhala, a

is cou
beginning student which is presented in three modules:

I Beginning Signs and Letters
I1 ngéral Conwersation
II Sinhala Structures

Many individuals and institutions, both in the United States and in
Sri Lanka, were instrumental in bringing this series of lessons to
its present form. Most of the graphics and some of the photographs
which appear in this volume were supplied by the Ceylon (Sri Lanka
Tourist Board). The maps on P. 100 are courtesy of the Ceylon
Government Railway. OCther photographs which appear here were, as
rated, take~ 'v V. Somapala of ICA and W. Sugathadusa, an inde-
pendent phc rapher.

This module of Basic Sinhala introduces the Sinhala writing
system. Inasmuch as the other two modules of Basic Sinhala are
written in the Sinhala alphabet, this module must be undertaken
first.

why do we present the pasic course in the Sinhala writing
system? Why not in a transcription which would be "easier" for
beginning students to read? Is it really necessary to learn the
writing system? 1In particular, is it necessary for me? These
are some of the questions which arise when Sinhala students first
realize that they are about to learn an unfamiliar alphabet as
well as a new language.

Perhaps the most compelling reason overall for presenting
a beginner's course in Sinhala "script" is that this is the way
the language has been written down in Sri Lanka for genturies. It
is an ancient and univevsal system and the only culturally appro-
priate one. Because i+ is used everywhere by everyone, knowing
script presents certain learning advantages for the student. One
of the most obvious ones is that a student who knows the writing
system can use the standard bilingual dictionary (Carter, Charles,
Sinhala-English and English-Sinhala. 2 vol. Gunasena 1965). Thus,
knowledge of the writing system makes available an important re-
source for building language skills which is not available to the
student who knows only transcription. A second important advan-
tage of learning the writing system is that it provides a method
of writing down words which is not only phonetically accurate but
which can be checked by any ]iterate speaker of Sinhala. Imagine,
for example, a rural development worker who wants to make a list
of local names of village varieties of rice. This is one of

many parts of the ginhala lexicon which varies from region to region
and which therefore may not he completely or accurately represented
in dictionaries, even in the better ones like Carter which contains
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ing Signs and Tetters

: ailed botanical appendix. One way to obtain an accurate
“pe ng (and therefore a correct pronunciation) is to write
ol ne names in the writing system so that they can be verified
farmers who use them. Another way is to have the farmers
tl . .lves write down the names. In &ither case a knowledge of
t! ;iting system is an indispensible aid in gathering correct
iv. nation. It may therefore be argued that the writing system
i important learning tool for all students, not solely for
v+ 2 with literary objectives or pretensions.
Those students who have reading and writing skills as basic
sjectives in language training, however, will have to emphasize
~ertain knowledge of Sinhala which need not concern other students.
There are certain features of spelling, grammar and vocabulary
which distinguish all correct Sinhala writing from the varieties of
the language which are spoken. Because of the broad differences
between speaking and writing, it has been customary to teach spoken
and literary Sinhala as separate courses. This course is an intro-
duction to spoken Sinhala.

The basic sections (I-XXVIII) of this module were originally
designed to be completed in ten hours. In this revision additional
practice reading sections have been added at the conclusion of the
module so that the script course should take about fifteen hours.
0f course, experienced language students who are anxious to progress
to the central module may move more quickly, and students who are
learning another writing system for the first time may go more
slowly. 1In either case it is important to remember that the infor-
mation presented in this module is intended primarily as a tool for
the use of the other modules. Instructors should not begin intro-
ducing structures and vocabulary until students have learned the
writing system.

The emphasis in this course is on letter recognition. Direc-
tions for writing the symbols in the "basic" alphabet (see p. 3)
are also provided so that the student will have a culturaliy appro-
priate and phonetically accurate method of writing down words.

The many pictures of Sinhala signs which appear in this book
were taken primarily in Colombo and Kandy. It is hoped that they
will interest and involve the beginner who lives in Sri Lanka in
writing of the landscape. It is perhaps necessary to point out
that whereas: the signs in these urban areas are frequently bilingual
or even trilingual, those in rural areas are often in Sinhala only.

Bonnie Graham MacDougall
Ithaca, New York
April 1979
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THE LANGUAGE AND THE WRITING SYSTEM

Ginhala is the official language of the republic of
Sri Lanka where it is rhe mother tongue of 70% of the country's
fourteen million people. Like English, Sinhala is a member of
the Indo-European family of languages, The relationship between
the twc _anguages is nonetheless distant, and consequently the
learner will notice few obvious similarities other than tho~e
which arise from recent borrowings from English into Sinhala.
The languages most closely related to Sinhala are those of
northern India, namely, Hindi, Bengali, Marathi and others belong-
ing to the Indo-Aryan branch of the Indo~European family. Most

.anguages are spoken mainly or exclusively in India.
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Sinhala is spoken only in Sri Lanka.

The symbols used in the writing system are unique to
Sinhala, although most of the structural principles on which the
writing system is based are shared with the other major scripts of
SauthVAsia_ The similarities are not coincidental., Most of the
South Asian writing systems including the one used for Sinhala are
derived from a single ancient script called Brahmi, Like the
other scripts derived from this source, Sinhala is written from
left to right. The symbols are generally written in a linear se-
quence, although some symbols, non=initial vowels for the most part,
occur above or below other letters, This feature of the writing

1
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SIN'IALA

system makes typing in Sinhalz a challenge. Certain keys on a
Sinhala typewriter are 'dead' or non-spacing sc as to permit the

typing of two or more symbols in one typugraphical space,

The alphabet

alphabet of fifty-four. These groupings are of both historical
and stylistic significance, The classical lar.uages (Sanskrit
and Pali) to which Sinhala and other Indo-Aryan languages are

a set of aspirated sounds (ph, bh, th, 7h and cthers) which were
distinct from a non-aspirated set (p, b, t, d...). Most modern
Indo-Aryan languages retain the distinction between aspirated and
non-aspirated sounds, but Sinhala has lost rhis particular set of
contrasts as well as some others which were characteristic of the
classical languages. Nevertheless, many words which are of
importance in writing (scientific, religious, technical and
administrative terms, for example) are either borrowings from-
classical sources or recent coinages razed on classical words.
Hence, in some writing, generally guite formal writing, it is
necessary to draw on the expanded iaventcry of symbols which in-
cludes the aspirates in order to¢ reprasent a histérically correct

spelling.

25




The alphabet at a glance

A Sinhala alphabet of 52 letters appears below. It is
complete except for two obsolete symbols which no longer appear

on Sinhala typewriters. Letters are arranged belcw in the order

in which they appear in Sinhala dictionaries, i.e., vowels appear
before consonants, and consonants are to some extent grouped
according to point and manner of articulation. Letters which appear
only in the mixed alphabet are marked with an asterisk.

g a gy aa g =& g == i ¢4 ii & u &9 uu

©

Y
g

(g3 rr* D 3 ee gd ai* ® o d oo D au*

.H
*‘

'3
5 ka 2 kha* ® ga & gha* @ na*

¢ cha* # ja % jha* & na*

™
0
b

2
H
]

o Tha* 9 Da ) Dha* én na
n ta O thax* e da 0 dha* ®» na

s pa d pha* ® ba ©® bha* ® ma

go an gs ah¥*
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SECTION I s, @, 8, @

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries, The
entries should be read in order by the instructor and repeated

several times.

[
L4

4 e

B. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
instructor should repeat them several times, The symbols below

are the same as those in A, Only the order has been changed.

C. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in B at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

-
D



SINHALA

D. Listen to the instructor read the following entries.

Entries should be read in order and repeated several times.

S

[

2 0

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students try to read the entry aloud. The instructor should

then supply the correct reading.




SINHALA

4 o]¢]
5 oe
6 cd

F. Writing. Directions for writing the letters introduced
in this section are given below. Students should practice

writing the letters under the supervision of the instructor.
2
o ;
“
¢

s
Q

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION II UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ AND WRITE
THE LETTERS INTRODUCED IN SECTION I,
SECTION II ®, w, », &

A, Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The

entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should bz

TN




B. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in
sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times, The
letters below are the same as those in A, Only the order has

been changed.

c. The instructor should now test the students by reading the

entries in B at random. Students should try to identify the sound

several times,.

1 5ne

b
"
oy




SINHALA

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students try to read the entry aloud. The instructor should

then supply the correct reading.

[OfsTe]

=

2 cd

3 ol]e]
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F. Writing. Directions for writing the letters introduced
in this section are given below,., Students should practice

writing the letters under the supervision of the instructor.

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION III UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ AND WRITE

THE LETTERS INTRODUCED IN SECTION II,

COLOMBO STREET S5IGN



A, Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should ke read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times,

B. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in
sequence, The sequence should be repeated several times, The
letters below are the same as those in A, Only the order has

been changed.

C. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in B at random, Students should try to identify the sound

with the number of the correct entry.

12 E?O










D. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. Entries
should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be repeated

several times,

3 &6
4 53
5 &€
6 Ow»
7 ®©&p
8 ©dd

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students try to read the entry aloud., The instructor should

then supply the correct reading.

14

0o
OO
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F. Writing. Directions for writing the letters introduced in
this section are given below. Students should practice writing

the letters under the supervision of the instructor.

[
I
"

3
: : ! = B 7
< a AL

THE LETTERS INTRODUCED IN SECTION III,

15
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A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

m._l\
a8

B. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in
sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times. The
letters below are the same as those in A. Only the order has

been changed,

=
A

N
]

C. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in B at random. Students should try to identify the
sound with the number of the correct entry.

17
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- Somapala

D. Listen to the instructor read the following entries, Entries

should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be repeated

several times,

=

ad0)]

-9
4
o]

(a1

o5

18
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7 qo@
8 @q@

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding one
of the following entries, There should be an interval during

which students try to read the entry aloud, The instructor should

=

uley]

3 gog

5 now

6 b

7 (U]}

')
~7



F. Writing. Directions for writing the letters introduced in

w

this section are given below. Students shc 1d practice writing

the letters under the supervision of the instructor.

S~

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION V UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ AND WRITE
THE LETTERS INTRODUCED IN SECTION IV,

SECTION V o, D, o, 9

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The

entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times,

[N ]
®

o
&)

20 28



B. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in
sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times. The
letters below are the same as those in A. Only the order has

been changed.

(%]
[~

C. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in B at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.




D, Listen to the instructor read the following entries, Entries
should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be repeated

several times.

6 S0
7 thes
8 ¢d

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding one
of the following entries. There should be an interval during which
students try to read the entry aloud, The instructor should then

supply the correct reading.

1 qua

22
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- Somapala

COLOMBO



. Writing. Directions for writing the letters introduced in

|

this section are given below, Students should practice writing

the letters under the supervision of the instructor.

[

SECTION VI &, €, @, 41

A. Listen to the i: gctor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the seguence should be

repeated several times,



B. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in
sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times. The
letters below are the same as those in A, Only the order has

been changed.

C. The instructor should now test the students by reading
the entries in B at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

D. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. Entries
should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be repeated

several times.

2 F3698

3 F1Ew

5 149

25



SINHALA

6 k1D
7 &<
8 g3

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding one
of the following entries, There should be an interval during
which students try to read the entry aloud. The instructor should

then supply the correct reading.
1 @0
2 qeod

3 it ¥oleln)

5 Frehed

6 F1EQ

7 o)

26




F. Writing., Directions for writing the letters introduced in
this section are given below. Students should practice writing

the letters under the supervision of the instructor.

N , 2 ~
N s — -
QO f'@! ; Iy @ @—9
f—y - -~ =

W;is@mapala

THE CEYLON PETROLEUM CORPORATION, COLOMBO




SECTION VII @, &, g1, &9

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequenca should be

repeated several times.

4 g9

B. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in
sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times. The
letters below are the same as those in A, Only the order has

been changed.

-
o

&I

C. The instructor should now test the students by reading
the entries in B at random. Students should try to identify

the sound with the number of the correct entry.

28



D, Listen to the instructor read the following entries, Entries
should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be repeated

several times,

i
e
(")
L]

6 g1

s

]

8 oF]

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries, There should be an interval during
which students try to read the entry aloud. The instructor

should then supply the correct reading.

1 &

29




5 l$1o)
6 &9
7 e3

8 dom

F. Writing. Directions for writing the letters introduced in
this section are given below. Students should practice writing

the letters under the supervision of the instructor,

Jt
C C?

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION VIII UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ AND

3 , e 4

WRITE THE LETTERS INTRODUCED IN SECTION VII,

30




SECTION VIII 9, 9, 8, d
A, Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

=
Che

4 D

B. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in
sequence, The sequence should be repeated several times. The
letters below are the same as those in A, Only the order has

been changed.

C. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in B at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry,

31



D. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. Entries
should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be repeated

several times.
1 9/
2 9} )
3 o
4 QI
5 0o
6 alata)
7 DS
8 o)

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students try to read the entry aloud. The instructor

should then supply the correct reading.

O

=

2 Im0

40




SINHALA

7 96
8 J

F. -Writing, Directions for writing the letters introduced in
this section are given below. Students should practice writing

the letters under the supervision of the. instructor.

=

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION IX UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ AND WRITE

THE LETTERS INTRODUCED IN SECTION VIII.

33
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~ SINHALA

DICTATION

The basic letters in the 'pure' Sinhala alphabet have been
introduced in Sections I-VIII, This dictation exercise provides
an opportunity to test the students' knowledge of those sactions
and to see whether any further review is necessary. Each student
should take out a piece of paper and a pencil, The teacher
should select one of the entries below and read it aloud
to the students. The students should transcribe the word in
Sinhala. The class should proceed in this manner until all the

entries below have been transcribed by the students,

RBE

m...l\

2 gad

3 i~ le]

4 3]s}

7 teo

34

Foa
oo



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

COLOMBO STREET

- Somapala
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NOTE TO THE STUDENT

Vowel symbols which occur in initial position in Sinhala
words were introduced in Sections I~VIII. When vowels occur in
non-initial position, i.e., in the middle of words and finally,
there are different although nevertheless related symbols which

are introduced in Sections IX=XXI below.
SECTION IX Medial and final o)

A. TListen to the 'instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times,

36 44



10 &
11 &
12 &

B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

- sound with the number of the correct entry.

c. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence, The sequence should be repeated several times.
1 09

2 S

(9]

a5

4 L1

8 o a5

37




D. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in C at random. Students should try to identify the

number of the correct entry.

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
instructor should supply the correct reading. The class should

correctly,

de

=

2 S
3 o
4 D®
5 Gt
6 o
7 ©O9

g md

DO NDT GO ON TO SECTION X UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE ENTRIES

IN SECTION IX.

38
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SECTION X Medial and final g

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

10 &z
11 @

12 @

'l

-,

b
~T



B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

C. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times.
1 In1sl
2 (&7 o]
3 50
4 »®

g8 o

i

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in C at random. Students should try to identify the

number of the correct entry.

40



E. Eeaﬂingir The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
instructor should supply the correct reading. The class should
proceed in this manner until all students can read all entries

correctly.

3 018

Bd

e

5 00

o o]
D]
']

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XI UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION X CORRECTLY,

41
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SECTION XI Medial and final ¢,

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

10 &2

11 2l

12 b}

43




B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

C. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times.

-

n

é’)b‘)g

[ %]

4 Y1)

5 ®:th

6 0:0

7 Mith

8 CH

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in C at random. Students should try to identify the

number of the correct entry.

44
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SINHALA _

E. Reading. The instructor shauid read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
instructor sh@uld supply the correct reading, The class should
proceed in this fashion until all students can read all entries

correctly.

e
[y

2 b 13)

4 Sm,

5 ®r

7 [#+}1a)
8 By

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XII UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XI CORRECTLY.
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SECTION XII  Medial and final g

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

10 0

=
=
> 4]

-
%)
B

46
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B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

C. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times.

3%
o)
P

5 1]

7 @3
8 &na

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in C at random. Students should try to identify the

number of the correct entry.

I



E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding

one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
instructor should supply the correct reading, The ciass should
proceed in this fashion until all students can read all entries

correctly.

|
£8)
(O]

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XIII UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

"ENTRIES IN SECTION XII CORRECTLY.
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SECTION XIII Medial and final &

A, Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The

entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

N
g

")
43

s
S

10 3

=
[N)
B
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

. Mawatha (formerly Flower Road) and

B. The instructor should now test the students by reading

the entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

This is one of four stone tablets which have been placed at the
foot of a sacred Bo tree at the junction of Sir Ernest de Silva
Ananda Coomaraswamy Mawatha
(formerly Green Path) in Colombo. On each of the tablets is in-
soribed one of the fcur sublime states of consciousness to which
a Buddhist aspires in his daily life. They are: maitri, uni-

versal kindness, mudita, sympathetic joy, i.e., rejoicing in the
happiness of others, karuna, ‘compassion', and upekkha, 'equan-
imity'. The tablets are intended to serve as a reminder to

pedestrians and motorists.



THE TABLETS AT THE BO

[ |

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




C. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times.

had
[
b3-]
G

e
)
2

(W) ]
@

o
vy

~J
(37
]

oa]
3]

o~
(8]
A

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in C at random. Students should try to identify the

number of the correct entry.

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the

nstructor should supply the correct reading. The class should

e

proceed in this fashion until all students can read all entries

correctly.

n.—l
Tud
Jw

52
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2 en

3 80

W
iy 2]
g
&

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XIV UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XIII CORRECTLY.

- Somapala

COLOMBO STREET SIGN
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SECTION XIV Medial and final ®
A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The

entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times,

2 1)
3 ®
4 G

10 @4

11 @

54 Lo




B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the

entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

cC. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times,

1 clulelal

2 e

3 besod

4 cPop

5 516058

6 Jco

7 680

8 6o

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in C at random. Students should try to identify the

number of the correct entry.

55




E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Thern the
instructor should supply the correct reading. The class should
proceed in this fashion until all students can read all entries

correctly.

1 c®d)

6 GHA
7 cOHH
8 05

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XV UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XIV CORRECTLY,
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SECTION XV Medial and final 3

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the seqguence should be

repeated several times.

8 el

10 e

11 ¢




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

B. The instructor should now test the students by reading
the entries in A at random, Students should try to identify

the sound with the number of the correct entry.

- Somapala

SEED VENDOR, THE PETTAH
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C. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times.

1 leia)

6 el
7 chalclel
8 ged

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in C at random. Students should try to identify the

number of the correct entry.

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
instructor should supply the correct reading. The class should
proceed in this fashion until all students can read all entries
correctly.

1 20ed

59



2 alelo]
3 &G4
4 (wiZcle)
5 & el ,

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XVI UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ

LYi

H

ENTRIES IN SECTION XV CORREC

COLOMBO STREE

=3
n
-
o
=2

60
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_SECTION XVI Medial and final &

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The

repeated several times.

L

Tad
[a)]

4 &b

6 GO

10 8

61




__SINHALA

B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

c. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence, The sequence should be repeated several times.
1 o&»6d
2 568
3 60
4 GOOE
5 @60

6 GO

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in C at random., Students should try to identify the

number of the correct entry.

62




E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding

one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
iﬁstruét@f should supply the correct reading. The class should
proceed in this fashion until all students can read all entries

correctly.
1 o6d
2  &dw
3 cdsnd
4 96O
5 693d
6 656

cloE

~J

g8 @60

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XVII UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XVI CORRECTLY,

63




COLOMBO FORT RAILWAY S
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

COLOMBO FORT RAILWAY STATION

- Smﬁapalé




SECTION XVII Medial and £inal ®

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

1 G

4 Gmn

\U"\

G&

6 Gtn

8 G

9 G

10 e,

66




B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

C. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence, The sequence should be repeated several times.

1 cmids

2 God

3 e@Ba

4 GBI GG

5 cmp

6 GmE

7 et Ye))

8 chad

The instructor should now test the students by reading

jw]

the entries in C at random. Students should try to identify

the number of the correct entry.

67 i



E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
instructor should supply the correct reading. The class should
proceed in this fashion until all students can read all

entries correctly.

i
)
g
‘m‘
3
&)

7 G
8 chnds

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XVIII UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XVII CORRECTLY,

68
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SECTION XVIII Medial and final 8

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times,

1 i

5 euf

10 A
11 Ittt

12 cof



B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

C. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times.

1 oeufed
2 ooid
3 e fln
4 cEiRa
5 cOf8)
6 cléxfe]

, 7 wedd
8 cwfOEy

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading -
the entries in C at random. Students should try to identify

the number of the correct entry.

70
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E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
instructor should supply the correct reading., The class should
proceed in this fashion until all students can read all entries

correctly,
1 [clei)
2 el
3 eof
4  omit

cuftia

L

6 cATDEe
7 c6TBn
8 e5dm

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XIX UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XVIII CORRECTLY,

79
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SECTION XIX Medial and final ¢

A, Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times,

10 ©

73




B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

C. Listen tc the instructor read the following entries in
sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times.

1 ogd

2 e

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading
the entries in C at random. Students should try to identify the

number of the correct entry.
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SINHALA

E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding

one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then ‘the
instructor should supply the correct reading. The class

should proceed in this fashion until all students can read

all entries correctly.

1 99

B
(o

3
O

L
<,

7 Qéé%

8 ogd

O NOT GO ON TO SECTION XX UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE ENTRIES

jw)

N EECTION XIX CORRECTLY
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SECTION XX Medial and final

Dl

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

-

10 4

11 8

12

L

76
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B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the

entries in A at random. Students should try to id=2ntify the

sound with the number of the correct entry,

C. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence. The sequence should be repeated several times.

5wy
6 upds

oo
e
iy

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading
the entries in C at random. Students should try to identify

the number of the correct entry.

5 pes
§5



E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding one
of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
instructor should supply the correct reading. The class should

proceed in this fashion until all students can read all entries

correctly.

[

Sy pa i
5 ZZLJ

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XXI UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XX CORRECTLY.

z
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SECTION XXI Medial and final g9

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in seguence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

I.—J
e

10 §

11 9

12

L

80
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B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

C. Listen to the instructor read the following entries in

sequence., The sequence should be repeated several times.

D. The instructor should now test the students by reading

\H\ »

the entries in C at random. Students should try to identify

the number of the correct entry.




E. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding

There should be an interval during

]
i
M
Q
Fhi
'
i)
Q
h._ﬂ
-
Q
£
-
-
ite]
o]
o
w
a1
[
T

which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
instructor should supply the correct reading. The class should
proceed in this fashion until all students can read all entries

correctly.

(5
2

L

ol

7 agd
g8 a5

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XXII UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XXI CORRECTLY,

82




NOTE TO THE STUDENT

In the entries in the preceding sections, all consonants
have been followed by vowels. When consonants are followed
directly by other consonants or by pause, special symbols are

present, and they are introduced in Sections XXII-XXV below,

SECTION XXII Consonant followed by consonant or pause

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The

entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

Lt

4 g»

5 a5

Bmemean

[«




B. The instructor should now test the students by reading
the entries in A at random. Students should try to identify

the scund with the number of the correct entry.

C. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding

one of the following entries. There should be an interval during
which students should try to read the entry aloud. Then the
instructor should supply the correct reading, The class

should proceed in this fashion until all students can read all

entries correctly.

N
o
|51

Tl

8 )

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XXIII UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XXII CORRECTLY,
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CEYLON ELECTRICITY

85

Somapala

BOARD




ECTION XXIII Consonant followed by consonant or pause

1)1

]

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

H—m
)]
e,
=

3 =

8 qide

The instructor should now test the students by reading

ja]

the entries in A at random. Students should try to identify

the sound with the number of the correct entry.

86 Q.5



C. Reading, The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval dur-
ing which students try to read the entry aloud. Then the in-
structor should supply the correct reading. The class should
proceed in this fashion until all sﬁudents can read all entries

correctly.

[
]
e,
DAY

%
&
S
LA

L
Gl
Ik,
Loy
Iy

ay)
[
Ch
N ]

7 3@

8 GI»

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XXIV UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XXIII CORRECTLY.
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SINHALA

SECTION XXIV Consonant followed by consonant or pause

Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The

]

entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

1 20
2 6nfd
3 »d
4 3
5 w00
6 (P
7 ©3
g8 obM

B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random., Students should try to identify the

sound with the number € the correct entry.

88 QG




C. Heading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval dur-
ing which students try to read the entry aloud. Then the in-

structor should supply the correct reading. The class should

correctly.

3 4898
4 qfd

5 6830
6 600w
7 ®8

g8 8

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XXV UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XXIV CORRECTLY,

~I
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times,

o
s
5

g,

5 #mfon

6 &t

7  ©ons

8 nmdus

B. The instructor should now test the students by reading the
entries in A at random. Students should try to identify the

sound with the number of the correct entry.

91
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¢. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval dur-
ing which students try to read the entry aloud. Then the in-
structor should supply the correct reading. The class should
proceed in this fashion until all students can read all entries

correctly.
1 e
2 G
3 s

4 OB

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XXVI UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XXV CORRECTLY.

100




SECTION XXVI Fre-nasalized consonants

il

A, Listen to the instructor read the £ollowing entries., Th

entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times.

ped
3
Pt

N
Gl
g

-
2]
A

5 Ghmed

[=)}

oG &2

7 G

8 g8

B. The instructor should now test the students by reading
the entrie: in A at random. Students should try to identify

the sound with the number of the correct entry.

93




C. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding

one of the following entries. There should be an interval

ing which students try to read the entry aloud. Then the

structor shcould supply the correct

reading.

proceed in this fashion until all students

correctly.

ﬂ.—_l
o

3
] ',‘llJl
Py

2 ocmed

7  GEg

8 og

The class should

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XXVII UNTIL ALL STUDENTS CAN READ

ENTRIES IN SECTION XXVI CORRECTLY,
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SECTION XXVII Additional symbols

A. Listen to the instructor read the following entries. The
entries should be read in sequence, and the sequence should be

repeated several times,

1 506

4 cBua
5 g&Om
6 (omd
7 ?ﬁ@@f
8 a§fs€5

B. The instructor should now test the students by reading
the entries in A at random. Students should try to identify

the scound with the number of the correct entry,

103




SINHALA

C. Reading. The instructor should read the number preceding
one of the following entries. There should be an interval dur-
ing which students try to read the entry aloud, Then the in-
structor should supply the correct reading. The class should
proceed in this fashion until all  tudents can read all entries

8 ééfsiﬁ

DO NOT GO ON TO SECTION XXVIII UNTIL ALL STUDI .5 CAN READ THE

ENTRIES IN SECTION XXVII CORRECTLY,

96
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SECTION XXVIII The mixed élphabet

A. The 'mixed' alphabet contains numerous additional symbols
which are necessary for representing historically correct spel-
lings of words derived from classical sources. In speech, many
of these letters are not distinguished from letters in the ‘'pure’

alphabet. For example:

D

o

» o o & o B o o

5]

is
is

is

is

identified
identified
identified

identified

s identified

identified
identified
identified
identified

identified

with
with
with
with
with
with
with
with
with
with

with

@ o o

® o

‘g‘

B. The following initial symbols also belong to the 'mixed’'

alphabet. The instructor should pronounce them for the class.
1 Gd
2 29
3 ©3

4 t3aa

97
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The following entries contain additional symbols which have
t appeared previously. The instructor should read the entries
o

L
o]

(&)
o

e
I
@

D. An additional symbol
for "f" appears at
the right in the word
cafe. The symbol often
appears on signboards,
but it is not found on
Sinhala typewriters.

98




Passage 1

o o 38 add? o8 o o 38 23, a 30 enf &0 2 gf MmO Howg.

DI IGE 3, 9Pyd 6DHedENS DesHEd, ewpliHA é e emds Esézs}’ﬁ,
ceHO ¢ odnsd @E)éségai 388 88ecu? ¢ Foeted ¢8 380 § gdeudds
@38 ¢d omtIeddd, £ dedld 0 0AGE Ed emdIdJed ¢ & yp30D

36008 ¢8 ¢cd3p.

£
“-Somapala
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There are a number of towns, cities and other well-known
locations in Sri Lanka for which the Sinlialz name is markedly
different from the English. A number of examples for practice

reading are given below.

(%m) 7S

G oes

O SO
Bnehded
meyd
06

50033

mEe

S0gd

(1g=13]s)

§ med (§ weo)
e Jd
B806mgd
eondrB0u
cmSuee, B2

0@Be3e

100

Kandy
Jaffna
Mannar
Trincomalee
Batticoloa
Kegalle
Tangalle
Galle
Negombo
Chilaw
Adam's Peak
Fort

Eettaﬁ
Colpetty
Slave Island

Mount Lavinia



READING PRACTICE =-- III

SINHALA SURNAMES

Sinhala surnames are often mispronounced by foreigners

who take their cues from the Romanized spelling rather than from

the Sinhalsa.

stitute a& for a and fail to distinguish between short and long

vowels.

For example:

Correct
spelling

Rt Sman

amman

SN ID

Commonly mis- Romanized or English spelling
pronounced as

D) 35 Bandaranaike
GUHBAD Senanayake

EOman Dissanayake

Although Sinhala surnames are often romanized in more than one

way (for example,

identified with a

Sinhala.

Examples

Sinhala

Balasuriya, Balasooriya), they are generally
single pronunciation and a single spelling in

follow.




Sinhala

F18355D
B 3INE
g 00E

A eddg

D Eydo
AN SEnaId

Adman
3l ftelat)
g etIng
SO

LB AD

0detdIn

& GB3s8
e 63D

BDeaed

EtNBIBD

English
Ariyaratne
Ariyapala
Attygalle
Balachandra

Balasooriya
Balasuriya

Bandaranaike
Bandaranayake

Basnayaké
Chandraratne
Chandrasekara
Dahanayake

Dasanaike
Dasanayake

Dharmasena
DeSaram

DeSilva

Dissanayake
Digsanaike



WIBEH
Olzilelal.)
clifelo]
ewddqe 5D
olglaolelots)
S[AT0 T 1)
sasdn
daetIngs
daetdn
SIBED
Bad8en
foleiionYels o)
DO I
DS BHED
Buned
Sehtiotn
s
BRSBTS

N N

Goonatillake
Goonawardena
Herath
Hettiaracchi
Ilangaratna
Jayamanne
Jayaratne
Jayasekara
Jayasena
Jayatilaka
Jayawardena
Karunaratna
Karunanayake
Karunatilake
Liyanage
Munasinghe
Munaweera
Nanayakara



Sinhala
Sdosie Rajapakse
S Eman Ramanayake
fol113]e] Ranaweera
Sehinem Ranatunga
sgosen Ratwatte
nlole]cl~x 0] Samarakoon
3OSmAm Samarznayake
(plolelciaf-Te] Samarasekara
atolatale Samaraweera
nlelofdl It Sarathchandra
ctimman Senenayake
ct3cndSsn Seneviratne
3@t Subasinghe
BEHSED Tilakaratne
DH R Wanigatunga
tdenis Weerakoon
D80 Weerasinghe

Spddssn Wickramaratne




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The class should obtain a copy of the large Sinhala road

map of Sri Lanka produced by the Survey Department or of other

Sinhala maps of Sri Lanka or parts of Sri Lanka which are of

interest. The Survey Department usually has an interesting selec-

Jiin

Students should practice reading the place

-

tion o

Hy
=
o
o
i
H
0
I~
iy
o
o
™

names which are of interest to them. The Kandy and Colombo insets

from the Sinhala and English versions of the road map are reproduced

below for the benefit of students studying in the United States.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

il Elpfinstane - ¢
gitry, \ & Jraiiry "




MORE SIGNS

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:









FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS
available from
U. 8. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402
and from

Spoken Language Services, Inc., P. O. Box 783, Ithaca, N. Y. 14850
(Spoken Language Services agrees to supply the items
below (subject to availability) at current GPO prices
when inquiries indicate that urdering information was
obtained from the Foreign Seérvice Institute.)

*Ambharic (Units 1-50) $5.65 Contemporary Cambodian:

* Amharic (Units 51-60) $6.00 Glossary $4.15
*Saudi Arabic (Units 1-60) $3.65 Contemporary Cambodian:

*Cambodian (Units 1-45) §5.05 Grammatical Sketech $1.50
*Cambodian (Units 46-90) $5.25 *Cantemparafy Cambudlan

*Cantonese (Units 1-15) $4.65 Introduction $5.40
*Cantonese {Units 16-30) $4.65 *Contemporary Cambodian:

*Chinyanja (Units 1-63) $3.70 Land and the Economy $4.30
*French (Units 1-12) $5.75 *Contemporary Cambodian: B
*French (Units 13-24) Fu.75 Political Institutions $4.30
*Fula (Units 1-40) $5.50 *Contemporary Cambodian:

*German (Units 1-12) $3.45 The Social Institutions $5.10
*German (Units 13-24) $4.35 Dutch Reader $4.00
*Greek (Vel. ) $5.50 *Finnish Graded Reader $7.00
*Greek (Vol. IT) $2.70 *French Phonology, Programmed

*Greek (Val. II1) $3.30 Introduction $5.25
*Hebrew (Units 1-40) $6.75 French Phonology, Programmed

*Hungarian (Units 1-12) $4,75 Introduction (Instructor’s

*Hungarian (Units 13-24) $5.80 Manual) $3.00
*Kirundi (Units 1-30) $4.80 *German: A Programmed ]
*Kituba (Units 1-35) $4.15 Introduction $5.30
*K orean (Vol. I) $6.05 Hindi- An Active Introduction $2.10
*Korean (Vel. II) $4.65 *Hungarian Graded Reader $5.80
Lao (Vol. I) $5.00 Indonesian Newspaper Reader $3.10
Lao (Vol. II) $4.35 *Italian (Programmed) Vol. [ $6.70
*Serbo-Croatian (Units 1-24) $6.80 Italian, (Programmed) Vol. I

*Serbo-Croatian (Units 26-50) $7.10 Instmct@r‘s Manual $4.05
*Shona (Units 1-49) $4.40 *Reading Lao: A Programmed

*Spanish (Units 1-15) $8.45 Introduction $5.25
#Spanish (Units 16-30) $8.00 Communicating in Polish $3.40
*Spanish (Units 31-45) $8.10 *Portuguese: Programmatie

*Spanish (Units 46-55) $5.15 Course, Vol. 1 $5.30
*Swahili (Units 1-150) $6.75 Portuguese: Programmatic Course

*Thai (Units 1-20) $5.60 {Instructor’s Man., Val. 1) $3.70
#*Thai (Units 21-40) $4.70 Spoken Brazilian Pmtuguese

*Turkish {Units 1-30) $5.75 (Uniis 1-18) $6.05
Turkish . (Units 31-50) $5.75 *From Spanish to Portuguess $1.60
*Twi (Unite 1-20) $3.00 Russian: An Active Introduction $2.10
*Vietnamese (Vol. I) $3.40 Spanish Programmatic Course ,
*Vietnamese Vol. IT) $2.95 (Instructor’s Manual, an 1) $1.75
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