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Marital and family
characseristics of
workers,1970-78

The pr@bftibﬁiéf women in the labor
Jorce coniinued to grow durizg 1970- 78:
Dpresence of children

BEVERLY L. JoHNSON

During this decade: the labor force cztterns of
families have undergone many profoun.: changes.
More mothers work —in March 1978, —ore than
half of all women with children under aiz 18 were
in the labor foree: More families are readed by
women: | of 7 tamilies was headed by women who
had never married: or were divorced. sepurated. or
widowed and nearly 3 of 5 were in the l250r force-
With more wives working. the number of ~ultiearn.
er husband-wife amilies has increased substan-
t:allv. In March 197§; 27.3 miltion or 58 percent ot
all husband-wife families had more than ope
edrner—a gain of more than 2 million since 1970.!
(See table 1)
Working wives

The increase in multiearner families reflects the
continuing rise in the labor force participation
rates of wives. Bv March 1978, a record 47.6
percent of all wives were working or looking_for
work. compared with 40.8 percent in March 1970.
In contrast. the preportion of married men. wife
present. in the labor force continued its long-term
downward drift. (See table 2;) - , )
~ Black wives are still more likelv to be in the
labor force than white: even though the proportion

of white wives in the labor force has risen

Beverly L. Johnson 15 2 sociai science résearch analvst in the Office of
Current Zmplovment Analvsis. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Reprinted from April 1979
Monthly Labor Review
with supplementary tables

considerably sir.c= 1979. The labor force participa-
tion rate for white married woimen rose from 39.7
percent in March 1970 0 46:6 percent in March
1978. while the rat€ for black wives increased from
53.8 percent to 383 percent: As shown in the

following tabulation, the proportion of Hispanic
wives in the labor feree in March 1978 was about
the same 2s that for white wives:

White wives e T e 36.6
lack wives _......._...._____ wIIZIZIIILII 583
Hispanic origin wives -2.___.____ .~ . 439

Motkors. The continued growth in the labor force

participation of wives since the beginning of this
decade has occurred largely among mothers. In
March 1978. 12.5 million married women with
children were working or looking for work. as were
an_additional 3.7 million single, widowed. di-

vorced, or separated mothers. (See table 3.)

_The labor force participation rate of wives wio

have children under age. 18 has risen more rapidly
than the rate for wives with no dependent children:
March  March
1970 1978
Wives with children under 18 ________ 397 302
Wives with no children under 18 1. 422 4.7

__As expected. the i,ab'o'( force participation rate
for wives with school-age children was considera-

bly higher in March 1978 than that for wives with
children under age 6 (57 and 42 percent. respec-
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labor torce \Mif* fn:*\ on P
pi"gé'll.ll‘g p«\m'\ ST
proporicen of mother -
o 17 vewss) has mere. i
Chuldren oi working ine- Y e
number ot children ;0 usb_ad: wmnbesas
declined »v more than - malh . he
number 1 chiidren R e mo e RIN -en
by 1.7 m:dbon. In Muaro- 19730 0 all
children 1in husbarn dowzz o Bo.woang
mothers. up from 38 pereznt oo a7 5:\ b 4)
bmkmg_l}. this s-‘\\vh Wo s {:l\ '—;nnr*n “lte
children. The number o7 Slac ¢ dren Mt e vpe
of family actually tell somes h: r e deude.
Nevertheless: in 1978 o T o ok (ldeenin
husband-wite 2.1mxhe\ were “:- morz kel than
white children to hav: mothers in -7 _he ree-
64 percent Lo'r\p..u'cd with 47 = _en.

Both the increused labor -~ -2e. foeliey ation of
wives ond the decreare in the “of cheZdren
tn their tamihes reflect chang. -tralschild:
beuring patterns. During the mer mar-

ried at later ages. contracepr

widespread. and the number 2 ons
increased metold.® As 5 ores B oenal
changes. wives are having jewsr ¢ o azd oas
Table 1. Eamners In familles, reistio-s d Mresdan
tamily income In 1977, By type of t- - arch 1978

therr
labor

nish.
the

die
Cche

re-nonsthilities
Opr -rtumt_\" to

their childcare
tendency  and
market 1ncrease,

L

{ abor Forve Reporis Swmmarte

Wives earnings and fazmh incus

T"uc pay of uurk*na Wives
“amilv income. On uverage. warr
;téi. zbout one-fourth of thar

~roporilon which varied sigr...

-xtent of the wife's commiimen: <
‘Vhen the wife worked v.car - -
.977; she earned a medizz ur S:

=ted 38 percent of her frm:iv'

Db

el s i

and o oo-
me, Hoeaed o
il uree, wer
of a+ . 3l

\ N iTio .
when she worked 27 r, 35 wees
ﬁonmbuuon declmcd to 4n aver_. -

oercent; uhcn she uorkcd oart s of i W
_5 weeks full time. she conzribuzsd v zaeol
nercent to her familv’s income. . . Lap i o
' wives working less than vear ron . ful - r

.977 were about $2.300.).

Wives provide a subsiuntial —_rt o | \
:ncome. but their average share has =ut L:l... pheTalle
at least two decades. This consToney e
attributable to the fact that wives zre stil Cle il
i lower paying jobs. Despite slight imereases " 1ie

proportion of wives in higher paving: rrofess . -

technical and manabérizi jobs heat Toof <
working wives were g;x?if)loug OWer © L avir -
clerical, service, operaitve: and m=mi. saler N
March 1978 — about the same promirion s - coos

carlier. Moreover. even ihdug 5 pe-o
emp]oxed wives (the same rootothwen LD for
7usbands) were in profesmo'ml-t et aal o they

iended to be emploved 10 tre. aal we men’s
occupations—such as nurszag. Ceuchimg ele-
mentary school—while hustanc  --—=mo . kel
i be in occupations such as :-udic e[S and
engineering. Furthermore. c'ﬁg _ecade,

\\ne; have made relatively few “uxihroughs™

into the higher paving. hxgh rske .. oratt obs (in
1977 geg’rl\ 1 of' 4 husbands w1tk z\rzrience
were craftworkers).

The monetary advantage of huvin _ adcitional

carners in the family has become :ppiz—en: during

thix decade. which has been marke : by e ‘»cpest
recession since the 1930's and the :ghe  -utes of
inflation since W orld War Il he doting

tabulation shows that in 1977 m -0 the
income of husband-wife m’niliei wen  nis the
hUthd was an earner was about chrec:rourths
that of families where both husband ad .\vi‘ were

carners (median f.xmxl\ imcome 17 7T doellars):
Hushend and m/('

eudrnery
1970 . $18.961 314282
197 .. 20,723 13Ty



Hmnd"f‘s e h‘? romer S Taisle 3. Labcor (omte status of vomen 16 years ang
oo Mar s 32 mulli.v tamulies wese headed cvsr, by marisi staatus and presence and acw of young:..
b Comem wo. . id zither rever marned or were &40 chld, Marsc+ $78
divorced. erozeds v v ed—up 43 percen: [Nemows i mos. s
frem 197 ntr to this tremendons T P W _ucven '
INCTease 1+~ = - gne o e of marital breakups Martat s o | ot e -,:,‘:_'5 —
4nd. o 4 om W Lo o=xtend. the InCreasing P i"";{‘; Tow e T
aUMbET o net w4 omen who head - - : — —_
es Sinc: © 7). e wosker of never-=~ irried 3 | X T e
womer hczdi g (it 4 jae that of Citorges? : Pree | oes -
women: has et emicd The small - umiber ! f s i oot o
of ramelies nei==© wer st o had never married rl §° ! ¢ £
or wéfe dr- o ~o arat_ g oor k‘igi()W'ed rose by | 2206 ]| 3:2 2 4
3N5000: 10 e a1 % arch 1978; 7 s -y :
The labe- e - pson rate of women who s e
head 1amp e =L ur rom 329 percant in P !‘ st :
March 1975 1 "9 poccent in March (94 an | e
reflecting. i rTL e JTOWIng  proportcn of 2899‘ ' e -
divorcees. Divore &d women wore more likel- than s | oo .
women of Zny \ Ser mara STitus 1o be in tae job WEE . _
market. In Mar = 197X t5e 1shor force parucira- NO'E Becaseot 't rged da e cieemm.

uon rate o 4 wced w.er heading thei- own
faruiies woo 75 perczni compared it S8 I~ contra~ 5 the Sitnaricn : b e vif
pereent for senarated: 3N percent for never £ "T.;S?”g‘f ::m:,{)jf ;’{u‘.’%of’ lln o f;f:” ll'c
married. an. 9.4 pereen: for widowed w men. farilies: the Rumber of chiidren b= o
. the:r mother =zs besn continuousi - wnea s e

(See table 3. = A T
TR R T R T - : vlars & S0 Mmoo
Even thou_: more woorer heading families are ,'::;g;,ln ,_iffl.j;;f}— ;l 8.; ",].‘.’r?h”_’ S :’];:j

in the lzbor - _ et ilar v.er before: their median Ciidren wese ving 1 “,mme‘f Cde. 2 W SR

—————— - , . Y and about € - 19 had motkers in tt iino- 10 TCe:

familv incor 7 197 L. ‘ess than half that of
husband-wite  umilies, - Sée table 1)) In tucz. the
£ap between uir mediun familv income ané that

Eizht vears carer: onk, 6.7 million <zildren “were

n such farilic - and only 5 of 10 aac working

of husband-v:. - families has actually widened, In e thers. Ll e children in Siound-wite

970, the mcn iacome of families headed by ~ [amilies. wei children in families heuded by

women wuasx -~ peccent that of husbandowife ~ WOTen wer - more likely than black children 0

families: by " 1t hued fallen & littls Lo shag nave motk=7. n the labor force. 64 percent
o cormpared w:th =4 percent.

H percent: T - zap was even wider when children CoTEs
under 18 we- “n the home. The 1977 ‘median  Never-married and divorced workers

inconte for = -ilies heade: by women with . . e e s am g S — = L=
Lf‘:ldf;;n (‘é,{’,\ 'l\',:_\, h:.njtj-‘.dﬁ )"rcé.'n'x? S,mi })};. Scnce 1970. never-married men and women have
: S0, N 33 Ce : = SRR < S roInen Nay

LR 4 Oy o2 pe mace up nearly half of the 16.7-raillion 1n¢rease in

han ey ) Vel il e Q. IXL. iy % ot 7 SiOn 1.
husband-wite - ljes with children ($18.756) the civilian i255r force. The number ofsmg!f.[i:nen

— i — . Soared by 4.5 11i!lion. while tha: of single women
Table 2. Civllan wasév force by sex and marital sistus. rose by 3.3 mullion. The rise in their labor force
March 1970 and 1528 participation rztes have. by far. outpaced those of
e i 1o s persens of anv other marial status. Bv March

o oy R er—— 1978. 69 percer: of all single men and 61 percent of
(o omands) | aedckeson o all single women were in the labor force. as shown

e B B  Several intezucting fuctors have infiuenced the

cu s | v | o huge Increases in the number._ of -never-married

sty | & f2 persons in the ‘abor force. One has been the aging

S i e RO O i of the enormous number of children born in the

N 52 R ‘ ne X lat_c, 19305 ?‘-nd,,,”??Q'S- ,,Th‘f-ic ,,,','k}gby ~boom™
e ar e o children are now in their 20's and 307s. ages when

Nevsr marrec o K labor :oree participation 1s high. Furthermore;

e ot s w i e £ 4 there has been a growing tendency among these

paniln R EF voung people to postpene marriage. refiected in

v et e e declning annual marnage rate. The overall

= Mmarnage rate 1n this country reached i peak of

. 51
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Accompanying the growing tendency among

young persons to delay marriage has beer an

unprecedented rise in divorces in recent vears.

Between 1965 and 1976, the countrv's divorce rate
doubled from 2.5 to 5.0 per thousand popularion:
by Mayv 1978. the divcrce rate was 5.2 per
thousand population.” 7

As 4 result. the number of divorced men and

women in the labor force has more than doubled
since 1970. The labor force participation rate of
divorced men. which was much lower than that of
married men in 1970. reached 80.7 percent in

March 1978. about the same as that of husbands.

Over the same period. the rate for divorced women

(740 percent) remained higher than that for
women of any other marital status_~ 8

T FOOTNOTES

This report is based pRmaniy on inzormaton from supplemtiestars
quesuons 1n the March 1978 Citrent Population Surves. It o the
lalest i a senes of reports on this subsect and wiil be reprinted with
addimonal tabular data a5d an expianiiory note as a Special Labor
Force Report The mos: recent report on this subject; containing Jita
for March 1977 was pakiished in the Monzaly Labor Review, Febrian
I778. pp. S1 3. and repnnted as Special Labor Force Report 216

The data in this report relate to the nozinstitgtional popalatior, 16
vears and over. i=i71Ud ng those ma’z members of the Armed Forces
living off post or with ther: T auihies on st IBT000 10 March 1978,

Sampling vanability may he relatincs large in cases where numpers

are small. Small differences betwees estitnies irr percentages shoul
be interpreted with caution.

¥ See Marming. Divorcing, and [iving Together in ire U'S Tondis
Senes P-23 No < -Bureau .t the Census), o I3
7‘7 ii; Monthy vl Smr;m.’« Reperrs, Vol 26, Masch 7I"3~R (PHS)
20 and for 1970 dat. Vol 23 No 13 (HRAE TS 1o
Rockville. Md : Public Health Seriree)

s2 !

__* The Bureau s currently developing alternative wavs oll{bu[alxng
and publishing fzmily data without the arbitrary designation of family
“heads.™ The usc of the term “head™ has beens disconunued in all BLS

staustes concerming husband-wife families. However. until other
g ~ How

approaches are fully implemented. reports such as this will sse ~head”
When the person is never married. widowed. divorced. or separated.
The faruly “head™ concept 1s discussed in d=tail 1n Janet L- Norwood,
“New apmroaches 1o SUtistcs on family.” Monthly Labor Review, July
1977.pp 1134, ,

* See Beverly L. Johnson, “Women who head famines.” Monthly
Labor Review; Febraary 1978 pp. 32-37, repnnted as Special Lab. r
Force Report 213,

" See Monthly Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 27; No. 5. Aug. 11. 1978,
(Rockvalle: Md.; Public Health Service).

T Momthly Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 27. N S,

“ See Aliveon Sherman Grossmian, "Dvorced and separated women
0 the labor force - an update.” Monthly Lamor Revies, October 1978.
pp. 43 as
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Explanctory Nofe
Estizates in this repert ave based on supplementary cuastions in the Narch 1578 Comvenr

Poprlation Sizvey concucred and tabulated for the Bureau of _Labor Statistics by the Buzezt: of
the Census: Easic labor force concepts; szple design, estirating methods, and reliabilizy

of the data are described briefly in the following sections. 1/

DEFRITIONS 20 CGEZTS

about 36,000 nousenolds in 614 areas in 1,113 counties and independent cities with coverage in
every State and the Dismricr of Colucbiz. Estimates in this report include persons 15 years
old and over in the civilizn roninstiruricnal peprlation in the calendar week ended iaich 18, .
1973, Male merbers of the Armed Forces living off post or with their farilies on posc (874,000
in March 1978} were also included, but all othér mebers of the &rred Forcés were erxlided:

Popwlation Coverage: Each month, trained interviewers collect irfommarion f~om a sample of

Yarical Status. Perscns are classified into the following categories accordirg to their

Tarital status ar tha time of interview: Sing:e; married, spouse present; and other rariral

status. The classificarien ‘married, spouse present" applies to husband and wife if botk are

Teported as mechers of the same household even though one may be temporarily absent on busimess.

vacation, or a visit, in a hospital; and =he like at the time of inrerview. The tero "other

rarital status" applies to persons who are rarried, spouse absent, widowed, or divorced.

rarriage, or adoption; all such persons are considered as members of one fzily even though they
tay include a "subfarily,"” that is, a married cowple or a parent-child growp sharing the living

quarters of the married cowple Or person taintaining the household. A4 "primary family"

includes arong its merbers the racried corple or persons raintaining a heusehold and 211 other

related individuals within the household. & -secondary farily" includes no member related to

Famdly. A family is a group of two or more persons residing together who ave related by blood.

the person or persons Taintaining the household. Secondary families miy include lodgers, guests,
or resident emplovees living in a household,

Children. Data on children refer to "oun” children of the husbend, wife or family head and
irclude Sons ard daughrers, stepchildren, and adopted children. Excluded are other related

children, such as grancdchildren, nieces,; nephews, and cousins, and unrelated children.
Age. The age classification is based on the age of the person at his/her las: birthday.
Race: The population is divided into three grows on the basis of race: white, black,ard

"other races." The last category includes Indians, Jzpanesé, Chinese. and any other race
excépt white and black.
Hispanic Origin. Persons of Hispanic origin in this report are those
tnat thelr origin was Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cubam, ( '
hispanic origin. The latter category includes per:

cocbirations of types of Spanish origins. Pers

specific Pispanic origin categories and a non-Hispa
category. Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any

Erploved. Employed persons are all those who during the survey week (a) did any work a2t alt
as pai¢ erployees or in their own business or profession, or on their o farm, or worked 15 hours

Or tore as wnpaid workers ir an énterprise operated by a merber of the family; or (b} did not
work but had jobs or businesses from which they were temporarily absent because of illness,;

had weather, vacations. labor -managerent dispute, or personal Treasons, whether or not they were

paid by their erployers for the time off » Or were seeking other jobs:

Lnerploved. Unemployed persons are all those who did RSt work during the survey week; made

specitic efforts to find a job within the preceding 4 weeks, and were available for work during

the sarvey week or would have been available except for temporary illness: Also included as




wmemployed axe those who did not work at all, were availsble for work, and (a) were waizing

be called back o a job froz which they had been laid off, or (b) were wmiring to réport to
new wage or salary job within 30 days.

v r"

Labor Force. The labor force comprises all persons classified as ecployed or werplover aocord-
ing tc the above cefinitiors.

Yot I- Izbor Force. &1l persons not classified as arployed or wmerployed aze cefired z= 'rot in
the _apor Iorce . YPersoms doing only imcidental umpaid family work (less than 15 hours) are also

classified as met in the civiliar izbor force:

Full-Time and Parc-Time Workers. Full-time workers are persons wio worked 35 hours or core
Guring the survey weex, or wno usually work full time but worked 1 to 3% hows amizg the survey
week. Part-time workers are rhose who usually werk 1 to 36 howrs and worked 1 tc 3% hows édoing

the survey week. Persons with a job but not at work dixing the survey weel arc classified accord-
irg to whether they usually work full- or part-tire.

Work Experience. Persons with work experience are those who worked as civilimms at any ticme
aring the preceding calencar year at full-rime or part-time jobs:

Weeks Worked:. . Perscms with work experience are classified according to thr : -.ur of wesks in

which they cid any work duxing the preceding calendar year as civiliams 7. - -7 - ~wofit

(including paid vacations and sick leave) or worked without pay on 2 f& = . . .+~ - farm or
business.
Year-Round Full-Time Workers. Year-round full-time workers are persons who wr. - inarily at

tull-time jobs Zor 30U weexs or more during the preceding calendar vear:

Part-Year Workers. Part-year workers ire persons who worked either full-time or part-tize for

1 to &5 weexs diring the preceding calencar year:

Occpation, Industry, and Class of Worker. Data on occupation, incdustry, and class of worker
Teler to the Job held In the survey weeK. Persons with two jobs or ‘wore are classified in the
job at which they worked the greatest mxber of hours in the survey week. The occupation and
industrv categoriés in this report are the rajor groups used in the 1970 Census of Popriation:

Income. Income is the total amount of money received in the preceding calendar year from
(1) roney wages and saiaries; (2) net income from self-employment; (3) Social Security;

(%) dividends, interest (on savings and bonds), net rental income, and income from estates anc
trusts; (5) public assistance; (6) wunemployment and workers' compensation; goverrment ecployee

pensions, and veterans' payments; ard (7) private pensions, amnuities, alimony, regular contri-
butions from persons not living in the same household, net royalties, and other periodic income.

The amount received represents income before deductioms for personal taxes, Social Security, .
savings bonds, undon dues, health insurance, and the like. The total income of a family is the
algebrai: sum of the amount received by all persons in the family.

E‘.nx_lgs Eamings are all money income of $1 or more from wages and salaries; and net momey
income of $1 or more from farm and nonfarm self-ecployment.

Median. The median is the value which divides the distribution into two equal parts, ome part
having values above the medizn, and the other having values below the median.

The medians as shown in this report are calculated fram the corresponding distributions by linear
interpolaction within the interval in which the median falls. Therefore, because of this 7
interpolation, the median value depends nct only on the distribution of income but alsc on the

income intervals wsed in calculating the median.
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Szs of Distvibution. Sums of indivicual iters, wherher absolute rirbers or percentages, ray not

equal Totals becatse of independent romding of zotals and corponents. Percentage totils, bowever,

are always show: @ 100 percent.

RELIABLTTY GF THE ESTDATES

Isticating Procedme: The estmating proceciwe vsed in this swvey inflates veighted saple

'y

Tesulls tC Incepencent estimates of the civiliar noninstitutiomal population by age, sex, and

race: These incepencen: esritates are based on sratistics from the 1970 Census of Popularion

ad other data cn Sirths, ceeths, immigration, emigration. ad strength of the Amed Sorces: To

these Lignmes were added the male merbers of “he Armed Forces living Off nost or uwith ~hess
Zanilies om posr.

Variabilitv. Since the estizat
St woulc fave been obrained il

procedimes. A5 in any sizvey, the results are also subject to errors of response and reporting.

These may be relativély large in the case of persons with irregular attachment to the labor

€s arc Lased on a sarple, thevrav differ socewhat from the figires
= & corplete census had been taken using the sae scheduies ang

force. Particular care should be exercised in the interprétation of figures based on relari ely
st2ll estimates as well as scall differences between estimates.

The standavd error is pricurily a ceasive of sarpling veriability, thar is; of che variations
i e » & dudened 31 -~ - A > _vYEes Ll

that zight ocax 5y crance because a saryle rather than the entire populaticn is surveyed:
73 caleuldred for this report, the standard error slso partially measures the eSffect of response

and 'emx:mfa:‘jz £YTOrsS Tul coes not reasure any systeratic biases in the data. The chances ave

about 68 out of 100 thut an estirare differs from @ corplete census by less than the standard

€rror. The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the cirferenze would be less than twice tre
standard eryor.

Note when using small estinates. Sur ary measwres (such as medians, means and percent distri-
butlons; are siwnh In trids report cnly when the base of the neasure is 75,000 or greater. Because

of the large standarc ervors involved, there ic little charce that swrary reasures would reveal

wseiul inforration when conputed on & sraller bzse. Estirated mubers are shown, however, even

though the relative standard errors of these rubers are larger than those for corresponding

percaitages. These smaller estitwates are provided primarily to permit such cortinerions of the

caterories as serve each user's needs.

Corputation of standard ecvors. The figures presented ir. Tables 1 through 3 provide approxi-

Tations oI the slancarg errors of estirated m tbers anc Percentages. Standard errors for inter-

neciate values ray be ound by interpolation. Estimated standard errows for specific character-

istics carmot be obtained from Tables ' throvgh 3 without the use of factors in Table 4. 1Thase

factors sust be appiied to the standard errors in order to adjust for thé combined effect of

sarple design and cstimating procedure on the value of the characteristic. The déetermination

of the proper Zactor for a percentage depends upon the subject matter of the mumerator of the
percentage; not the dencrinator.

The Zollowing exarples illustrate the use of the standard error Tables. An estimmted 22,789,000
force in March 1978. Two steps, utsing both

married wowen, husband present were in the labor

Iables I and & are required to derive an estizatre of the standard crror for this figire. First,

‘rom Table 1 a prelininary estimate of the error (263,000) is found by interpolatiom. Next .
this estimate is multiplied by the factor C.7 from Table 4. Thus, the chances are about 68 out
he_sar censt would be less

s than 368,000.

of 100_that the difference between the sample estirate and 2 complete census cownt

than 184,000._ The chances are about 95 out of 160 that the difference would be le
The 22,789,000 married women represented £7.6 percent of all rarried women i the population:
The standard eérror for this percent is -~ - by multiplying the standard error (0.4) fror: Table 2
by the appropriate factor from Table & iw:7): 0.4 x0.7=0.28. Thus, the chances are 68 our

c: 100 zhat a corplete census count would have Tesuited in a figure between 47.9 and 473 percent,

and 95 out of 100 that the figure would have been between 48.1 and 46.0.
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1;91; a difference berweén two sample estirates, the staidard error is found by using the folloving
ormuiia: [ — - - i
SE=J(ST)Z +_(52)2 where SE is the standard error of the difference

and Sl and S2 are the standard errors of the estimates. This will represent the actual standard

errors quite accurately for the difference between two estimates of the same characteristic in

two different areas, or for the difference between separate and uncorrelated characteristics
in the came area: If however, there is a high positive correlation between the two charac-

teristics the formula will overestimate the true standard error.

To illuscrate this, Table A of this report shows that in March 1978; the labor force partici-

pation rate of rarried women, husband present, was 47.6 percent, and the rate for single women was

60.5 percent -~ an apparent difference of 12:9 percentage points. From Tables 2 and 4 the
standard error for 47.6 percent on a base of 47,906,000 is found to be 0.28 and the standard error

of 60.5 percent on a base of 16,891,000 to be .56. Thus the standard error of the estimated

difference of 13.9 percentage points is 0.63 =0 U.56) T . This means that the chances

are 68 out of 100 that the estimated difference based on the sample would vary from the difference

derived using complete census figures by less than .63 percentage points and 95 cut of 100 that

it would differ by less than 1.26 percentage points. If the percentage point difference between

two estimates exceeds the standard error of the difference at the level chosen by the analyst
(e.g. 68 cut of 100 or 95 out of 160) the difference between the two estiratés is considered

significant.



Table 1. Standard errors of estimated nubers, by race
(68 chances out of 100. Mmbers in thousands)
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ted percentages:

Tble 2. Standard ervors of estina

Total or white population

(68 charices ait of 100)
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Table 3. Standard errors of estimated

percentages:

Black and other races population

(68 chances out of 100)

Estimated Percentage
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Table 4. Facror
fam

5l i o e 0 i e

Characteristics

Persons

Toté_i_@?

shite |

Total labor force ang enployment

0.8

0:7

0.8

Tbié@ or

Fanilies and fami1y heads

Black and

0.
(X

J
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0.5
0.5
o

@
0.6
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1/ To estitdte the errocs for
1936, multiply by 1.5, B
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X Dot applicable.
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Scoplementary Tables
Table A. Emplaymant sratus of the {:'opoioﬁon 16 yeors old and over, by marital status, sex, race and Hispanic origin,
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Table 8-1. Populator and awvilian lobor force 16 yeors old and over, by marital stotus age; roce éna “is’ponic origin,
March 1978 —_Cantincud
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Table C. Reasons for unemployment of persons 16 yeors old and over by sex, marial statys ond
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of own children. March 1978
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Table £-1_Labor force and marifal Siahus of women 16 years old and over, by oge; prasence ond 656
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Table £-1. Labor force and marital sictus of women 16 years old Gnd over. by 6ge; presence and oge
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Labor forcs arus of marmied women. husband
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753510 o Numbti of own chidren under 18 and family incomae in 1977, Sy oge of cﬁiiaron, type oi iomili and employment status of parents.
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Table Q. NGmBovof own chidren under 18 and lamily income in 1977 Sy age oi children, rype of family and employ ment status of parents.
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Table Q-1 Number of own children under 18 and median family income in 1977, by age

of family. employrent status of parents, roce and Hispanic origin, March 1978
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Table O-1. Number d owh children under 18 ond maedian fomily ¢ in 1977, by oge of children, type
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inhl- é &Qh&v o& fomdies with own children under 18 ana ;6ﬁioiy ncome n 1977, d employment status of parents,
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iag;.ﬁn Number of families with own chddren uider 18 and tamily income in 1977 by age of children, rype of fom v and employment status of porents;
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Toble R Number of famdies with own chidren under 18 and family income in 1977, by age of children: typé of tamily ond employment status of parents
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