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ABSTRACT

: comraTiscn cf the educational and OCCUDat¢O£al

aspiraticrns and expecta=ions of 900 seniors it four Chicage kigh

Ll

schools showed that cclZege prep studeats hzd the n’gheSt educatiorn=l

and occura+ icnal aspirations and expectations. Vocatiemal s tuderts

hZd the c’ea*e d*sc*epancy between cccupationai aspirations arnd

expectations wh_-e geaeral educaticrn students showed the least

discrecancy betveen aszirations and expectaticns on either jcb c:r

educat*ona’ veriatles. lata, acquized from a studen=t a¢plrat¢o“

questicnnaire, raw Sco-eés oa a Teading achievement test, and
informatior frcm sStinde=t records, alsc =howed that ach*eveme 1t sceres

have very low correlations with expectations, but other achievement
indices, like class -ark, bave highe= o*relatlcnc with expectatiors.

Students with higher expectatioas for educa+ion arg jots are mo-e

active in extracu::zcula: act vities ard *ake more mathematics

ccu:ses; (Tatles show the *elat*onshlp tetweer educaticnai

aspirations and educaticnoal expectaticns, cccupational aspirations

ard expectaticos, co-relz+ions amcng vaciables, and rezdi :1g test

sccres for the stude-ts <“—om a lzrge verational high school, an

all-tlack schocl izn an eccnomically derressed neighborhood, a sSchool

with an econcmlca‘ly ard caclially diverse student body, and a white,
riddle class high schools! (KCQ)
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Rescardx in =he area of wdcmcrion Jiox aspirations and expec—aticms has -~

forn t:rp*cﬁi:y iz -a»...CEn" ¢i= are nn"*o.al-s..:.callv 1':.:r.g"x Both in +exms of

tlr oreosent T Ttair—mome o= stoies a..d availsbility of educationzl and occupa—

tis:al oppor=unitiizs (foz evam—Ie Cosby, —heZas and t‘a].l»., 1976) . Bowever, - -
tmer“ is 2l®p reseszmch (Chismi-, TU72) insSizat ing that students who x~ceive o

ci: -+ r cxplz—atic = =ducation a==r=—= to and sxpect to enf:éi the cizilled aiid
se::i—sk_.lle:: techoizz) @nd txracde —rofessiors ac::oor:r..te to their trziming:
S&  Zarly; —here aTe reports (‘i’i--‘:::..rmrlr’z;) t=at the discrezancy between

2= iTations ard expectationc i= l=sst for vocazionzl educaticn stucdents.

bl"’a:oqt are freguently thc:._.._*'—-,to be .2 st=éen=ts s' wishes or hopes, w'xere—
£ tbe expectaicr: are mors roil——ic and 2 —tains=le.

The ?r-::'Sé:: sty wo T conduz—ed to diswcover The precise educaticnal and

S wspmraticns 2ngd *\":)e'-:::r :s ': sc:z:c"— in oo Cﬁlcacc h*C“ schonls:

o smtpsr w3 ca.,z': +Z o o rvvepte: e =he achietr=me==— c_.d as:r"‘=t"“= anzt amectz—

AR m;é?% i voca=izo=l mfmcaticn Tro i ==S —o students in colless pres
] SEmeril ccma:-,, T PpYoe—z—=. Irr ac'%:; =e =i rmlationshir hatween asvirz-
tcons md exn caticoms (@ stucsns echievemenz znf cther measumes =f student
States . sunay = attendance, was Zmvesticateds

: i)

| F==13 50 niiGh Sckeel soniors fmrticiz—eii o this stx.dy Tme z2picrs
atten- = Imuzr C=cago higin s ""r*,_b, inglusiz— .. a2 a;ge vocah:.'--;; n~g‘- sch=2,
B. am = moxk school i arn ecomTm=oo=lly Zz——ss=d =elicht 'Z., 2 schoc’

with 2n eq===Icalily amd racZailFr . .Terse st—===- kodr and P:; &

e , — (err—r.

class hiz =rhocl: I= =wo o time s hools, —= ——===ional school v the all
black ki=xz = ‘.\;bz?.-. a2, a2l st.:l_"._.._s v=re —-oimded in at .’f_easf.. c=2 asgect
of the -===; In e T2t hr oo =Theols T T & L . ctudents in thmse o Zive
homerce—" wer= Tezimnly somplad o articiziss Z- o= study.

THere wese ThY&t souirces oS Li;ta, = s“iiE‘iE::E ziiE..za"" ration cuestiimaire; raw

scorc~ cn = Teading Achievememt —es=, and infcrmatz>n from student -=cords kep:

in thzo sch=ot offices:

~he zsn*’at.m guéstionnzizz wWas ag=inistered o all éubjéct'i‘
Achic: amer* data w28 cgl” 5:*::. =rzz the =z—zme grour == students wheo
quest-oanz rs. Th. iCREcvemesz “=st prr vifed raw :swores for reading co
sion and f1- VorabulzTy. bo== "0 sernz=crs comole-2 the tescds the

tion quest—orma rom tmz oflice r:x=ords was obizined for zkout
500 strdemss, == st of :;_;jﬁ cr::ﬁle“ﬂé t}.:r;,..zev-"e = test and the asziration

'.';.J ser:.cr: comsiﬂ‘ 2 the tescs a=% the as,_ra-

questionnaire = IZ-=% Tr—orcs wWere taken Ior studes=ts who took thid achieve=

meént test in Zchos.= 8, Z, and D, whilé iz scrool & a sa:nplé of th.e reccriés was
taken. Table I show=s wha:t st=dents were in the stuzv.

The student -oi2 rIr=sn cumestionnaire contained twenty questions about stu-
dents school ®wCriz =2 t=cir zducational, income, and 3ob aspirations and ex-
pectatlon‘:;. '
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_Educational atﬁifa.xoﬁ was measured by asking "Low far would you like to

go with you. ecucati on2?" énd eoucytlog_l cypcctltion 1as measured by asLlng,

“Fhen it comes: right down to it, how far .do you mind vou'll get with your edu
tion?”® -

Thc 3ob asa;:a icn was measnred b} asklng s*udents """ lly. what kind

of work &o you wa"t to &o for a career’” {Be specific, for eyamole- accountant; .-

CTA driver, Zen a. Hygerzes-, etc.) and expectation was measured by reglacing

"ideally"™ with “realistically." ) L e

There were also self report measures of hlgx school g*ade golnt avexage,

zttendarce and tardiness. number of science; ma2th, and foreign languige courses

taken, rpucber o- extra currzcuia* act:v*ties and self-concept —easures for school

and wo*k., The studentst 7reco*ds 1n the sckool offices were exzmined to collcct
studexts’ age, §ggiig*ass rank, and the actual number of absences; tardies;
ard number of rses tzXen in miath, Science, foreion language, and vocational

eZvcaticn: Thzs data was ccllected in March, 1979:

RESULTS

Achievement .

The results o‘ the read.ng achlnvemep* test were eramlﬁed Zor dlflererces

be“ween sc.ools and _Procgrams. The mean ntmber of Ytems co*rect. out of S0,

the stardard deviation and the number of students tested in each program iz
the four school$ aré present~3 in Tatle IZ. The =ean sceres for each group
of Studexts v'an.,es frem a low of 48: 9 or ﬂollege prep students =t 5cnﬁol B

to a mean of 84.6 for college prep StL nts at School D. In twc of, he tnree

schools that have botn a~general academic progrzm and collece prep p*ogram,

the colieg@ prep ¢ udeqts have lower scorés than the gene.al s““aents, wherezs

the order is reversed in the third schcol: In echool D, which nz2s students

from three progranms, the auc*es e ordered ‘highest fcr college »rép, next for

the acadenic general students, and lnally lor vocaticonal students. Because

of the dlve*s:ty ol tne schoo_ﬁ; and thé different prccedu.es for piaczng stu-

dents 1n.o EFrograns, mean scores for the different programs across the four

schools were not calculated or dzscussed.

Edcations) 3spiration and exovectation

A cozparable effect of school and program was rio: fcund for the ea: ucation-
al and occuoatloﬂal var*ables. In thé three. schools with gereral academzc and

coilege prrp programs, the col]ege rep students have hzghef aspirations and

gxpoctatzcﬁsrtnap the geneéral academic students: The aeplratlon angd_ exeectdtlons

£ the vocational students at School A were between thosc of the collegé prep

and general academic students at Scrools B, C, and D. Tnhe mean ratings for

educational aspirgtxons and exoectatlons arc presentcd in Table III. Tne ratings

were obtaineéd by coding ohe resgonses from 1 to 5, with 1 represcnted by "grad-

vate frem hicl school " 2 by "scae college,* 3 by two ycar college degree, v

4 by "four year college degrec; " and S bv "graduate or grofe551o 1 dugree.”

L oY
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In everw cacse, the aspiration "at*'zgs are higher —han the axs-==% -ior- ratings; -
and the d..“'ev-e nces betweesn cdrvcaticnzl avpl*atlo::s =mE oxzxoinptionr c=n

greatest for thz collegs prep studants- The means are shcws im T=stc II 0
The .~ea-x rating for <=pws var:v.ables show t::__. an &xe z:m?at;v‘ the senmiors
both ascive to az=d exsec" -c *ecc:.ve rc:la*-lveey Ty vears =X udizzizicm. Cf

the en‘:.:e sample, 40% asz—= to0 a g*acna:::e or D*:::__;..__ona :3:--gr<-e, . to & oo

four ye— ::z:1 lege deg*ee, o= to a two Ye=r collacs *et:ree, 27T 7% o =oma

college. Omly 8% want to ==ish their efucation w—= Sracuas: on Znom RS

schocl. In cemparison, ozir 30% of +he wihole sample exne’t tc $2% = zTeduaze

or professional desree; 38" z four year colliege degr=e; 16%  » “wo ge=— ccllege

degres, %% scoe college. : 8% to gradua=e fxrcm hich sc::o There 3 a2 shift

from aszsiration to highest dz.cat::.ona.l ca=egory to E:’f)ectatr Zor === modest

attaizrents: The core. 2letzion between edr—ationat as—ratior ~= =dvozrional .
expectztion is substantial (.75, n= 873): . P

Al.f:ough ed ucatlon . aspirations anc expecta=i icas ar=a m;/ s = 7
are gif ere*xc,s between the two. The greatest diZference IE:tWE'!l .:.‘SL..- aticn

and expectation occuxs for the college Prep stwndemts: Toa ‘#E'%n G.ffe:.e“ce b=-

tweenigp abo ard exrectation is .29 at SE:jgo’.t B, .25 at RNoca. C.- a'xd .22
at School D for college prep students: Tge mean dlffere""e L ZWegen &spiratizsn

and e.\,aectat*c-x for vocétional s"uder*ts is 214 at Sckool A, aznd .-08 i Schoc: D,

and the differsnces between aspirztion and expectaticn for fhe g=x '\ez-i acade:uc
students is .17 at Sc:.booi; B, <00 at School C, a.nd .18 at s- H@o == -

Job a'sbiraEiEs?LénLexzsecﬁaﬁien

T‘nﬁ open—erdea 3ob asm."at:.on and T‘mecta ion responss: - or=red on a

7 point occupational scale, wi:gxcn was der :v.vedf::ro:n the Hol. 7 ro) sc:aie. I+
.contains the follcw z;ng cutego::.es- 1) executives and rajo:- At n.lm 23 ~
lesser oroifecsionals, 3) administrators and small businesse 3) *le:u.cc.l znd

sales, 5) skillied manual emglcyees, 6) seni-skilied emplovecs, me ! 7Y unskiZled
7

sponded j~4 e==pired %o

employees: I-"o" the 854 seniors who "nsoor‘czed to tn:.s crostiss .

the first category, 23% to the second, 28% to the thirg, 8: - . &' 5 Iviur<h, 5%
to the fif+th, 23 to the sixth; and less than 1% to the sev-- In contrasz,

19% expectcd to reach the hxgﬁest job categoxvy, 25‘ exgect - - 2 éeco::;i ané

25% the third category, and 11% the fourth, 16% the fifeh; ‘e sixth, and
agaiz less that 1% the lowest catesorv. The students @ifI:  _  thsir aspirations
and expectations by what trogram they are enrollez in. P= :r s~ately —ore of
the college preo stucdsnts aspire o znd exncct tc enter th zest catecory;

and proporticnately more of the vocational stode—=s expect = 2ter the sxiiied
trades. . - e

The aspirations are for higher positions thas the exp=~———=ipns and the

greatest dx--cre nce bat'..'ee'l aspiration and cx::cc:z....on occ— = 35r vocaticaal
students: The ccrrelation between jcb aspirztiox and job =zve—cation 1s B
-80 (n=829). The proportion of students who choose each jo. z='.egoxry is ore-

sented ir Table IV:
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i r of Educational 5B A ons in cthsr Varizbies

AT o..== there are meax= @iffercwres —m=een aspira=ions and expectztions,

t=ey = - :izhly correlated, azmd have compiri- - relatios ships witz other varigbles.

Footizm - """ees were performec on +the dat= -‘m de. to =xke d:sco“er:.es about
_;_n AT rIng rela...:.c’xs}uvﬁ e ng the va—is=is=s. Sewerrl analysas were éonc |-

B e look at different Troups of smoit=ts 2-f - < cifferent subsets of
w===-_es=. Iz 211 of the dz::z_re'xt analyms:, afucris sl aspiratisn zad expec—
==Zc=, .2 Jcd aspiratict ani expectaticm emeorced -k Lstinst factors. Im -
F1) ===, == sther va.::;;e_.. ‘ave higk leméirgs o ‘Tzor tne education or
j&¥ == = 3Because aspiration ard expecca—:on a'_' == on the same fuctor”
fc ¢ eemciom and job, they mc'.- - not represent disti o= mﬁééﬁé: © Czher hacto*s
that - e: 22y apoeared incle—sd 2 factor rToese JImm Ctandardized vest

&Chiie se»~v =Ores, and anothe— factor Terress==: < =z=tol performzmce :easured

b ¢l = === or stz.dent estiz=te of GPA: ;:~---1-‘
_ _sxizhsl and job expec—ation (as wall == -..>:u_....t.on) botn i::ve low bu‘-

y& it e cxﬁr:e:atzons with reacing Scores == <he ar::uzf"ezxent test; 2ven ahough N

< o= :::-‘ withk the h:.gqest *ea:h g Score 7=s z o lowmst exoectatluz foores.

Thesrs = ;2 stronger correlatior beween eGucanzl and job expecti=io: an

"ass zaink thar between eyz:ec“_'..zon and tke t==t scoxr=s: The corre_a tions
Derwaar e

Dot swerxage (self report), school self comem=f, n—=er of math ccurszs; znd

=acatisnal and job expoctation, rezdi~g achisve—ent, clas xank, grace

fmomer o teams and clubs are rresented in Thto_a V. ]

Th: ctudents with high e@ucational ans iok expe=tations have higher schoo

elZ corn. epts than students with lower expe: zations, but they do ro= have higzer

sel= ccnzipts atout themselves s workers. The high excectations s—udents are

mro ‘.L L to mave ta}ren SA o_ ACT tests, and they exoect to have their f::*st
&ll = jobs at later dates tzan studente—with lower e ectations.  The nuber
J2E oz ub zzxd tezms that students belong to sicziZicaztly céf;e’a:ec to exgec-
iafions, @ the number of math courses tak<it is co*‘relc.ted to expectations, but
ot the n=ber of Science coursss. Actual z-tendarce ari "dlness data is not T
signifizarn+ly related %o e:.:ectatxo’zs, altir—3h strient report of the two is re- .

lateé to educational expectatio=is: The numiar of courses taken by students &s

=
-~

r_“a..:.c“.s, whereas the "I’C.'.':bé" O‘

juniers is related to edz.c‘;t.onal and job ez::=

courses taken as fres-a-nen is no%, and the r—=er takcn as sophox::o*es is related

only to educationzl but not 3ob expectatlo‘w.

~ha correlation evzdence ard the “'actors ,\’-\dica‘c' that the students® asp...r"— -

tions and exr.mctatxons have tenuous connecticr:s to the activities and bel‘av:.o

that are recuir red to meet h:.g‘x erxpectaticn an, _'1at thev may not rep*esent d:.s—

tinct constructs. Achievement test scores have = very lcw correlations witid exzece

tations, but other achievement z:ndz:ces, 11:.e &=ss_rank, have higher correlaticns

with expectations. ©n the average; students ims=h h;gh" expectztions for educa-
tion and jObS are more active in their school rwperler'c . The ac»z:vz:‘-" Inclucns
takir math coz.*scs, ta]’:mg college entrance e==ms, znd ;g;ongzrg to tea...s ané

clubs: The relationships arc s:u;m.f-cant bux cnncva*i;“ vicak. The cor*‘elat:.cn
between job expoctaticn and educational exzpectoizion is also low.
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The dISC:‘~~,_"”Z... cy bctuecn 3::3 u:'u*at:.o'x ant expe——z=—<mn 1 wzfs hig“e. for

voozrional stmdents than for eitle— the genczal acofe=ix yr e collesze ::.cp
,.___:nts. The oollege pPrep studon=s showed a cTeates (repancy betvie:

2iut g educatz.o—;'. aspirations

ations =3 e_:mec:atlon., thm ai=—=- academic g@_.ai

ants: The goworz . students &howied e discrepancy —etween

Stions a== Eééﬁtloﬁs or zizzer job or educatio—=> variables: <Tzis
"‘—'ests that —- general acadcr.c students axe the —mei— u:*.rﬁa.:s-lc Se- S

ce=sz their ermmc=ations do not =iSfer from their asp— tions. The <t -a3- Lae

. tiomal student: w - ESpire to vo— high statcs jobs, - perha2ps bec= 38 of - .

Zzzedr trainine <=E— have expec—otions that zre more =r=dizal to the—

zzwriences. I=ilixly, the éf:'_lcr:e rrep Stl—ue;l»-s hise =Hed eCuca ———a3

T—irations th=— e—=: 'tat:r.ons,f szt because of | their re=starzing cf —=

recuirements £oT a=——ining mucH education, their expecta—icas are no= s=5
:'jat. The ger=ra_ zwademic s=udents may not be as fz.lstz..." becarer=

oir curviculor ioeps—anm is a “defauis” program that dowss not have gozzs

= eithexr ea.::_o"'ﬁa._. oxr further edvcation: These d_”‘-"‘em_es betwesr
as::.rc.tlon anc ex: actation are small, however.:

o~
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TABIT IIT
) MEANS, S™AMDARD DEVIATIONS, AND SAMPLE SIZE FOR
: EDUCATION!. = ASPIRATION AND EDUCATICN EXPECTATION
ASPIRATION ' - EXPECTATION “e el
Schoo: School  School School School ~ School — School — School
PROGRAM A B : c .. D .. A B ; C D
o X= - 3.6 4.1 2.7 - 3.4 4.0 2.6
Academic @ ==| - 1.3 1.3 1.4 - 1.3 1:3 1.3
General = <0 134 33 35 <10 130 34 33
X= - 4.2 4.6 3.2 = 3.9 4.3 3.0
- sp= = 0.3 0.6 0.9 = 1.1 0.6 0.9
Colliege N= <10 31 1 41 <10 31 16 41
Prep
X= 4:0 - - 2.3 3.9 - - 2.2
L B Sp= 1.2 = - 1.3 1.1 - - 1.2
Vocational = 472 <0 <10 25 465 <10 Qo0 25
X= 4:4 - - - 3.2 - - -
SD= 0.9 - - = 1.1 - - -
Other N= 55 <10 <10 <0 55 <10 <0 <10
zoTAL = 40| 37 | a2 | 3. 3.9 3.5 4.0 | 3
sD= 1.1 1.3 1.2 1-4 1.1 1.3 1.1 1.4
N= 531 168 58 101 524 164 57 99
NOTE: Means and standard deviations are not presented in cells with n<l0. These
cases are included in the column totals. '
f 9 : '
- { - . g
O 3- 2
-




TABZE IT
KERNS STANDARL DEVIATIONS AND SAMPLE SIZE
ON A READING ACHIEVEMERT TEST -
PROGRAM , SCHOOL S
A B c -
o x=[ = 556 69.0 82.7
Acadenic sp=| = 16:4 12.9 6.8
Geéneral . - N=| <o 117 25 23
Nl - -
. —
N -~ - _ - - R —
o X=1 = 48.9 66.9 84.6
College sp=1 = 16.5 18.2 8.4
Prep N=| <o 28 1s 33
- . x= 71.2 - - 77.6
Vocaticpal SD= 2.2 - - -.8.3
N= 434 <0 Q0 ‘15 )
Other | e0.7 - - -
= 14.3 - - - .
N= 50 <o ) <10 Jdo
. TUTAL x=] 70:1 54.2 67.6 . 82:.5
Sp= 12.8 16.7 15.2 8.5 -
N=| 488 148 38 7
NOTE : Means and Standard deviations are not presented in cells with
n<10. These cases are included in the column totals.
] i
10 3
“ - s
Q : ) 3




JOB CATEGORY:

GENTRAL

TABLE IV

STUDENT JOB ASPIRATION AND
ASPIRATION

COLLEGE PREP VOCATIONAL,

i. EXECUTIVE:
CPA; Lawyer,

Physician

17%

3% 21y

PROFESSIONAT
Accountant,
Librarian

Teaiiex

28y

27% 21s

3. ADMINISTRATCRS
Insurance agent,
Legal/¥edical
Secretary

27%

25% 27%

4. CrEmIcAL:
Clerk, Kevpunch
operatcr, typist

8t 8%

S. SKILLED
" wmats:
Carpenter,
Electrician,
Machinis%

13%

7% 19%

6. SEMI~SXTILIZD:
Aide, Bus Driver

SXPECTATION
EXPECTATIC I
GENERAL ; COTLEGE DOED  VOOATTOMAL

15% 33z 18%

27 : 178 261 {
10% I
10% 7% '-'2-1% ]

7. UNSKILLED:
Cafcteria Worker}

Janitor

O% 0%

SN

. oy
e |




TABIE V B
CORRZLATIONS AMONG VARIABLES
2 sk |22
- o =4 © e o I = “ o
[~ o] 0 e g o P w“ W 0
o o~ -4 o [ ow o
o P | buo - o |72 ~o | a
~ [ = oMo XL+ O 0 N O P
43 D o ~ 0O 0 X __ &l < O N o — -
: gl noy ]l oo e {«wOolo o 93 |Jaw "
o O =] W |~ - _I= 0 & O E :
3 o St o9 U = ¢ &g SO {3 & -
T x| x| v ofa 1= = e
Educaticnal Sxsectation - 8081 740 | 363 [8s59 1870 |225 |873 B
Joh Expectztion 2461 - | 706 1325 [B13|22: |a203 | 827
Reading Test Score 12| .z = 352 |765 1771 775 | 778
_ ¥ D B
Class Rark .36 .27 3z - 338 | 392 | 508 | 397
521 Report of GPa -25] 2o 26| .65 - |sss [901 |90
.51 Self Concept : .22} as| 27| 37} .43 = lz59 |eis
Number of Math Courses 222 .22 .07 .20 281 274 ~ 462
Rurber of Teams and Clubs .22 .37 19| .32 .31 .251{ .28 -

NOTE: Tre nuxbers above the diagonal are the number of casas used to cempute

the correlation cocfficients which are prescnted below the diagonal

'2
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