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individuality in +heir children and on genez&l‘characteristi:sagf;
Nalayslan child training practices. Researc)h.was carried.out in three
adjcining villages whereé well cver half of-the income of residents is
derived from wage and salaried employment Yn industrial towns. The
study consisted of intervieus with.over 30 mothers .(or Other/ o

garetakers) cf more than 40 children, half of whom were upd€r the age -

of tvo and the other half spread across the preschool years. Subfects
vere selected by going from houst to hcuse and enquiring about

fapilies with young children. The. final interview schedule concerned .

L
%

ABSTRACT

¥

six areas of behavigr: feeding, sleep.gbaghiﬁg and dressing, - oo
strangers,sensitivity and illness, plus a general 'sumbary category
called perscrality. All interview sessions were taped. Informants
stated that children vere similar with respect to ¢leanliness, _ -
‘Playing with cthers, and sleeping with parents, but that 1
individuality among children was evident in ‘their eating patterps,
"shyness or friendliness towvard strangers, patterns of"illness_ard
speed af;fecgvery. activity level and motor 8kills, and mood.-
Generally, Malaysian parents exgect and encourage individual
differences in children. They use lanquage *o tontrol their-

children's behavicr and provide easily understood reascns for P
varnings and restrictions. (Author/RH) . EES -
A : v .
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— The purp can‘ie out in adistant suburb )
o . Df K‘sla Lumpur, Halaysia, were t:wafcsld fi Ist, we sc;ught. to study .. . .
% - . > Sy
—i Ma]:gy perceptions of jnaividuality in r_hildren and secand; to stud}r the
— general characteriscics ¢f Malay child tfaining pfaEEicES. .- : -
Background: The study was carried out while one of the resesrch:ré —
¥ ) ) = 7 ) = . ] - B ,‘ . M - x R
(David) was lecturing at the University of Malaya in Kuala Lumpur. We. \ L
_ performed the data gathering during the six month period from August -
through December, 1968, .during the afternoons after lectupés and other v
) ;-—! . . 7 {,g““’ = 2
- .duties were concluded or not scheduled. This usually meant visiting
the fieldwork area three or four afternoons a.week by car. The research
* site, near the town of Sungai Buluh, is located about 16 miles from v
downtown Kuala LLD{IPUI"; and 20 miles from our apartment in Petaling Jaya.
. . ? L]
1 The Sité The research was carried out in three adjoining villages on
G) |
thq road to the old, fﬂrmer rail 1link town of Kuangh\é miles north of
i the east-west road to the coast gf Selangnr This is not a peasant
. area, Althaugh there are rubber smallholdings and estates all around,
ﬁ - -~ 7 y o )
e well over half of the income of residents is derived from wage and
salaried employments in Kuala Lumpur and surrounding industrial tbwns.
a‘ . There 1s some paddy farming but the low yields of ..e tiélds due to
the poor Séjis have made nonagricultural employments much more attractive.
i
v
Q .
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The same may be said of the wubber smallholdings that account for over

= . & .
twice tha #¢reage deyoted o paddy. _The ;aﬁ.pfice of rubber makes

! rubber light work for the old, who c;n be content to earn one half wha
a young, gb;e,ﬁciiédfﬁsle wﬁulé make iﬁ aiESQthy and a still smaller
percenF:geégf what a salaried givilgservant waélé earn. :Hen»andgﬂémeﬁ:
,eﬁmﬁééefta ﬁérk here. " Women afteé téke th;é'afﬁ_gtgéiwarkigg é;; R ;ﬂ_f
. Sy e . S ol p
\) maternity;;ééve,i Some are housewlves. 4 : 7; 
N i | ‘ _ 7 >

Ethnic Composition of the Village. The" Statg of Selangor, (¥W

. . d!%:ounding the tspital district of Kuala Lumpur is one of great

: éthnic diversity within the Malay cﬁmmunity. The growth Gf Kuala
!Lumpur as & colonia l apital {??Ehe 20th fenfury attracted Indénesian
1abcrer5 from a variety af Sumatran and Javanese EEhnlciEies tc’bbrk

as agrigultufal land. i Today the areag arcuﬁd Sungai Buloh cansist of

approximately one half villagers who f}ace descent to peoples of
Indonesia and one hal% that claim‘Halayan-anzestti_ Thisgig only g
tough ézﬁimate that does not t;ke SQCDuﬁE of the many marriages of
s r .
Inddnes ians with ngtlve Malays in the.pr§Ent an? past generat1nnsi
(ViLlagErs claim that they are all Malays and ngg§ the older pe@plef
speak the Indaneslan languages 1; %hélg homes while their children dg
not understand the: and speakmBaha;a Malaysia, which they learﬁ-in
‘'school and sp ‘k everywhere. We 5; not question that there has been
a ?rend fbﬂ%fé linguistic and Ethﬁic hogogenization, but we did note

several children -in their' teens-emd older young adults who spoke

Winangkabau and Javanese with older people. This lisgs t@‘éﬂésticns

i
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- abé'ut the fﬂlidﬁty of calling remrch iﬂ thig afga Halay I‘EFEifEh IR

= W
we suggest thag thege;izfarngnts rgfle;t 1@:51 attitudea and\i s and
_ > . B . =
are no more -Ethnically diverse than Ameﬂcans in Eastern citiés; Ihﬁgy

are all E:pased to common socializing 1nst1tﬁﬁigna. schaals; adié'éﬁd

television, ggasiﬁés and adult eduéatian/élassesi We sﬁauld u‘h' k of

-,cuéturea as int ern 11y d ivers e aﬂd biaadening and that infarmants

repre’aent part of the diversity to us. There are many points of common

-

) orientation and we jndge that these far outnumber the ethnic byways.

M i

The St;udys Dur st y nsisted ff intervi with over 30 mr?hers ﬂl‘ "

other carefak:rs) pbout over- 40 children, ha}f of which ware under .the
age of two and the other half spread across thﬁpre schaa{ yeafs /fhe
intefgiews lasted from somewhat over oné half hour te well over an hour.
Most of the interviews were with mothers, but when the child's caretaker
was a grandparent, we interviewed the grandparent, We selected gur
subjects by going from house to house enquir‘ing about familie with

L]

young children. The interviews cover well over half of the households _
P r

\*ich children but a much lower percentage of children.

Our questionnaire attempted Yo discover which areas of early child-

b

hood axperij.ke are thought to reveal a child's individual perscnality,

and which aspects are thought to be the same for all chiidren. The?

intetviews were

)

onducted with a sghedule that collected basic daka
about the households visited, their incomes and Cﬂtﬂpﬂsit.i@ﬂ, and we
ollected data cbncerning parental observations of thelr children. We

4

got the original schedule from Thomas and Chess (1963), but we modified
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d, Oux final schedule conedrned ajix aceas
p, bathing and ﬂressing. strfangers, sgnsfﬁiﬁity
; mmATY eategary that we CEllE‘d persanality,
’ Epr uthei' mtter(ﬂ; cd ed in the iuterview. We tapédfall sesdions.
& . . _ JL , C . <
g ding e said to be ‘similar to éne another with respect
L% EEEEN
fid are bazhedLseveral times
, .
clsgﬁlinéss.g Children of -
_ . “

cﬁtdaers are’ %aid to come 1n and §sf’{€'

/

becf:\\ dirty. Pm;:EﬁEs saig] that théy (:C!mply Hlt% ‘these . I‘Equests as

&

quitkly as possible, and that &Elsya wuula make the child justifiably

sagry Gﬁldrén are also said to be f}s‘t{és_sed by uncomfortable clothing

and to be A,gansitlivi}qn heat, cold, strong Bdors and other kinds of
. 4 e i - L4 . s 2

‘unpleasant stimulastion.

-

All children ard said to. éﬂij playing with other children and to

4 :
have friends from onevyear of age or earlier. While some are initially

- #
"shy with new children, \this is ch@ught to be overcome quickly. Parents

Eﬂé@uragé children to have friends, aﬂd they say children should learn

e

to get alﬁng with\other people sp they will be cooperative members of

L) ,
, the community whEﬁDlder. . \

%ﬁ\\ ' C@ncéfﬁiﬁg playt 2},5 most children past early infancy have some
toys, and host parents said their thld£en preferred new things to old;
. o ] -

-



_ few were said to have a ‘Epec—iai toy or object t they carried or
l Played with contimually, Another area ﬂf’similarkti of reports is in
sleeping, All %ery young children sieep'ﬁith their parents, and older:

children sleep with parents or siblings, Infézzs have daytime naps in

a cloth-or rattan swing near—where eir mothers are doing housework.

Mothers say that no child would o alone, and children

usually stay up at night-unti] their parentsgetire,

. 4 -
= P‘- “

Informants recogni aeeindividuality in eating patterns. Infants
N\ : g , ‘ ,
are said to vary in the strength of appetite. About half of the infauts
were breast fed and half bottle fed. Among the reasons for bottle

feeding was that an infant did not want to breast feed. Feeding

L] 2 - . o ’
ségedules for infants vary according to demand. Solid foods are intro-
duced at different ages and many parents said that the child did not

R>é like cereal when he or she first tried it, so the parent waited for

oy

/?Everal weeks or longer before offering it again. As children grow
v older they are exqécéed to have individual preferengﬁssfar foods and

they are not required to eat foods they dislike. For example, children
vary in the age when they like and tolerate peppery foods. Surprisingly,

. * %
-several mothers said their children did not like rice, the Malay dietary
- : .

staple. This ig\seéﬁ as a.ﬁrcbiem that the child will eventually

outgrow. \

While socfability outside ;he home is expected of all children,
: 4 ¥ .
# parents note variations in shyness or friendliness toward strangers,
’ £ . ' 5 . s .
- particularly adults, and they tend to remember in ietail each of their

( oL &
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childr¥n’e reactions at dif:fer\ent ages, for e:gmple, ene chi.ld cried

\ 4
zwhe? she saw it‘ranéers, ancﬁhér if a 5traﬁger trigd to pick him up,

one not gt, 311;

Parents see_great variation in patterns of illness: saﬁe‘thildren

‘get marw colds and fE’\?EIS while others ‘are rafely or never sif.:k Most

-t

children are said to eat 'oarl\y, sleep less, play less andfcfy wheh

sick, ba atherg are’said to. behave in their usual ways_ Nhan sick.
=Y

Indiv& 1 differences are also éfescrihgd in their sp d f TEeCovVery .-

£from 11lnesses. = Parents fade nnngnménts about individual variations

in agtivity level: some ch}ld@:m noisy and active while éthers are.

relatively quiet. ' They remember-—differences among theid children in

age of acqﬁiring. motor skills such as walk&ng; and there i a belief

{that children that walk early talk late and the reverse. f\érences)

it

in mtmd are often mentioned, in part;ir:ular, some é‘hil:lren are said 'to .

become angry more raadily than athers and to" be placated more or less

[ quickly when angry. They are often compared to one or the other péfent

(?*‘*-ﬁ

in thig.regard, and it is uf;en commented that a child who phy‘jlcally

.respmbles the parent of the Dppasi‘te qex /;7111 be cool-tempered while
l *'v:

a bg)’ who looks lLike bhis fatHer or a girl who looks like her ,@Dther
will be hi)t t(;'mpered - Aside fﬁ@m rt;emblance% parents often say that

“a child prefers one pa?e,ﬁt to the other althaugh they do not think

/ L
that. a child jgauld prefer one of hi's or her siblings to_the others.,

4

‘ .

Theyv arp said to love jall of their siblings equally.

»—



éxal Obaeryationa; Halgy garqus expect and encaurage indixidus%

diife: nces in :hildren ~Mothers often explain a chsnge in’ feeding or

bt

outines by !aying "He didﬂ‘t want tt." Giving médicine {s' seen’

‘as stres;ful because tﬁis is one. area, where a*child 8 Dpinian must be

cverrgled Hathers of infants watch fgr signais éf sleepiness and the

%egirg for eltmination, and adjust their behavior fo the chtld's.

Co ETHé’pafents we intérviewed emphasized ghe use @f language to
control bEhaVin— and this was evident ffnﬁ‘aur abservatigns s well.

- Warnings and réstrictiﬂns on the ch}iﬂ’s behaviar are nearly always‘ )
acc@mpanied byia reasan; usually a ane—wa:d reason such as:* Hot!

1 .
/ Hurts! Dirty! Parents say that g;ving reasons helps children to

ugdefstand things and eventually to develnp self- antrﬁl Eniversiéy
'EuQEﬂts camafnced, im early reports of our findingsi %hatgtﬁe American
Hay,éégsay%ng "stop that!" to children Swhf%h they had observed) 2
seemed cruel because tﬁg child would not understand what is féhuiféd!

and why. In describing childran s early language, mather% mention

the child's attem*t to control the environment: they say the child
j P | ) y

/

-

~ will want Eai!%k for food and dfiﬂk.;*Tqilet training is also described

‘as a verbal,p;acessﬁ the child learms to say when He has tQ eliminate,
i = )

then the parent takes him ot her to the latrine.

- -
" Following from both the awareness of individuality and the )
Importance, of language as a means of control, Malay children seem

to he acutely aware of their fe elin gs 1n% changes in their state of

being and are easily upset when they cannot Explaln a situation of
. : \
-
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unease. When a Kearful situation cannot “?oe aplained, such as fear
. ( L , 7 |,
Df Ehe dark, parenté*hay that the child is ‘afraid of an évil spirit, -

=

Children mguiigst fear of the things the§ are told shuuld inspire*

/ ~
?éi;, guch‘as dirt, sickness and pain. They are beihg given adult

tnals to deal.with the situatinns of discnmfart that' arise in childhaadg

“Thts may accéunE far the edse and SDphiStiCatiDn of Halay children in

a wide range of .social situatians e - N
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