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PREFACSH ‘

Studiks on the characterlstics of community college _students are of-

v partlcular interest to the local colleges, the Illinols Community College
Board, and to other state\ggencies. For thls reason, during the last
seven years, the ICCB has™ made ‘Arrangements to purchase the American
College Testing (ACT) Class:Profile’ for students enrolled in Illinois

. bublic community colleges. This statewide class profile provides studdent
characteristics and ACT test results in the very same format as the class
profile repqrt which each college gets for the students who take the ACT
test and enroll at its lnstitutign. ' SN

WO

__mIbﬁnnrimary_usemof»themAeTmciasé~Proﬁite»ofstudentg”éhfalled'iﬁ“IlIIﬁai§}_'"""mm N

oublic community colleges is to enable the local community colleges to
compare the characteristics of their students with the characteristics of
other community college students in tie state and in the nagtion rather

than with four-year college and univeréity students, The charagteristics

. of community college students are distinctly different from those of

\ university students. Ffor example, thé.community.college students have
lower average ACT scores overall, different. special educationq%ﬁheeds,
different educational aspirations, and different reasons for g¥ing to

college than students attendfng senior institutions.

T%iBICCB does not require community college students in Illinols to
take ACT test nor do all colleges require thé ACT test, although it

N Is the most commonly wused entrance test in’ the state. The Illinois
b Fublic Community College Act Section I103-17 does specify that colleges
- shall ‘admit students qualified to complete any of their programs as long

as spacg allows- and that students allowed entry Into college transfer
programs must have ability and competence ‘similar to that possessed by
stydents admitted to state umiversities. If space does. not allow
adpitting all ‘%tudents applying ‘into a given program, the community.’
college must accept those bBest qualified, using rank in class and,ébility
and achievement tests as guides. Many, community colleges use the ACT
test and high school grade point average ‘as two of the basie ¢riteria for
these purposes=~_ '

Although the redder may wish to use the entire ACT Class Profile

. Report of 1979-80 Illinois Public Community College Freshmen for defailed

Yo + study and comparison, this abdyract is prepared to glve a brief overview

7 of the highlighti contained imthat report and to provide a comparison of

) the characteristics of Illinois community college students with state and
national' noms. The fommat presented in this abstract might also serve

- 8s a mgdel for a brief profile of student characteristics at. the local

- community college. . ‘ ‘ \
- | : ' Peggy L. Kohl : ) \
- _— . A Assistant Director for .
: : Research Services i

i .
. _ ' Ivan J. Lach |

Associate Directdr for -
Planning, Research, and MIS Services

James M, Howard
Deputy Director

_ Fred L. Wellman
¢ gxecutive Director _
o L - 111;‘-0 : . '
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FALL 1979 ACT CLASS PROFILE

The highlights 1listed below lidentify the characteristics of 12,196,

students who took the American College Testing Program .(ACT) test and
enrolled, as -freshmen duting the .Fall 1979 term at an Illinois public

'community ‘colleqge.

i t

1. This report showed that .the ayerage ACT composite score for Illinois

public community college freshmen who took the ACT test was 1¥.2* and,
. .._thelr _average_high school grade: point _average was_ 2.6 (Cs**), _The

average score on the various tests were as follows: English 16.0,
Matheﬁtics 14.7, Social Studles 14.8, and Natural Sclence 18.9.

e 2 for further details.)

2. The. eomparison of average ACT stores and high school grade averages

offxi{{rois DubliC\community-coltege Fall 1979 freshmen with national

‘norms for all colleye freshmen shows that national norms are higher

. than the average ACT scores and high school grade avetrages of -

I11indis public community college ‘students. ' This reflects the fact
that the public community colleges have " open admission policies
rather than selective admission which is often based on a minimum ACT
score and high school grade average at many four-year institutions,

"(For further detalls see Page 3.) :

3. An aralysis of ACT scores and high school grade avVerages of Illinois
public community college students since 1973, shows that average ACT
composite ‘scores have decreased each year from 18.0 for Fall 1973
-freshmen to 16.2 for Fall 1979 freshmen while the average high school
grades increased from 1973 to 1977 but have remained stable since
1977. (Seé Page-8 for details.) -

4, The single most -importaht factor in making '8 college choice by the
Fall 1979 freshmen enrolled in Illinois public community colléges who

took the ACT test was "Field of Study" which-was selected by 49% of .

the students.  Other factors' which were often indicated as being the
most important were: tuition cost (20%), location (19%), and type of
1nstitption (1%). (For more details, see Page 9.)

5. Com&unity college freshmen who took the ACT test indicated a need for
improving math .skills (44%), for assistance 1in choosing a major
(44%), for improvimng study skillg (41%), for improving reading sKills

{37%), for personal counseling (30%),. and for improving writing
skills (28%). (For further information, see Pages 10 and 11.) .

6. Illinois public community college Fall 1979 freshmen who took the YACT
test expressed the following educational degree aspirations: " 57% of
the students aspired to obtain a- bachelor!'s degree or higher, 31% of

- the students aspired to obtain a two-year degree, and 6% aspired to

arid 13 For details.)

Nl »

*The ran%g of scores on “the ACT test is from a low of l to a high of 36'

wlth the

ational average for 1979 being 18.9. .

¢

**Grade polint average Calculated on a "four—point" scale with’ A 4, B= 3

C=2, D 1, F-O CF = S ' : )

R 2 . Co
. L Co o f’.F‘.gji St ‘ T

btg%n a certificate of less than two years in 1length. (See Pages 12
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7.+ The Business/Commerce profession Wwas the most popular ﬁst
vocational cholce (22%) of the Illinois public community -cp
' freshmen taking the ACT test. This fisld was glso selected as the
most often olanned® educational - major (See Pages 15 through 17 for
more information )

. l
8. Over one-half (56%) 'of all community college frestmen-taking the ACT .
.on test indicated that they would apply for f‘inancial ald assistance,

__and_the same percentage of students indicated that' “they expected to
work while “in college and would like some assistance in locating

employment. (Se; Pages 20 and 21 for additional information.?

q
. N
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INTRODUGT ION . .

/.

The American College Testlng Program (ACT) is probably the most widely

’ used- testing or6gram By colleges and universities in the Midwest for
admlssion placement, and counseling purposes. Although many public .
community . colleges in Illinols do not require the ACT test for admission,

it 1is the most oftem ‘used standardized national test in Illinais
communlty colleges. In addition, many-high school students take the ACT

~test; during—their —junior-or--senior-year—in- high—school -prior-to deciding-- -y

which college they want to attend and hence, their scores are available
even if the college does not require them for admission. For these
reasons, we would expect the sample in this ACT profile to represent
orimerllv full-time students directly out of high school more so than
students who are older and, have enrolled in the community college. The
-data in the ACT Class Profile verify these conclusions, For example, 73%'
of the Illinois community ‘college students taking the ACT test-were 18 or
19 years old 'during 1979, 72 were full-time students, and 85% planned to
attend college during the day. . o
I. ’ {
Thisg report includes data for 12,196 students who took the ACT test.
These stpdents were mostly full- tlme, filrst-time enrolled freshmen at.
ommunlt colleges. - The number of full-time, first-time freshmen
olled in Illinois public commenity caqlleges was approximately 31,000*
thdents, hence, the proportion of these students who tooK the ACT was
fairly large, ' However, since many ‘community college students are part
time, - the ACT eharacterlstics cannot be applied to all students. The
12,196 students represent . approxlmately ‘% of the ¢ freshmen
enrollment in the community colleges. Hence, the chafacteristics
presented in this report represent only those community college students
who tqok the ACT test and cannot be generalized to all compun %ty college
students. . , . .
' J ' .
Individual student ACT data are very' useful * tools for academic
counseling, class placement]; and .assessing. needed special serviges.
These data become even more useful when compared to the college's ACT -
-Class Profile. ‘The Class Profilé is very useful in describing: the
student characteristics at a .given college and for assessing the needs$
. for various types of services that may be indicated. For example, the’
Class Profile is a valuable source of data for admisslons, financial aid,
placement, counseling, Student activities, and instructional programs.
" Agaln, these data become more beneficial when statewide community college
nofms are available. This is one of the purposes of the Stgte Composite
- ACT Class Profile for I11linois tommunity college students. .

‘. *Source - Illinois Board of ngher_Education.

%
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) AVERAGE ACT SCORES OF FALL 1979 FRESFMEN
) . ENROLLED IN TLLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNIE‘,COLLEGES

Table 1° belbw shows the average American College Testing (ACT) scores on

the various subtests fof the frastmen enrolled in Illinois public
community colleges -during the Fall 1979 temm wbo took the ACT, test. The

standard scores on the ACT tests range from a highest possible score of

36 to a low aof 1. The national average °score, for all college bound
... _frestman, for each of the ACT tests is.around.18 _although.it. varies. ...
slightly among the subtests and from year to year. The data* in Table 1
' are presented seoarately for men and women because there 1is a marked-
/ difference on some of the subtest averages for thse two groups. Men
' obtained higher average ‘'scores in natural science, mathematics, social
sciences, and the overall composite, while women obtained higher -scores

" An Eleish * ¢

A

Table 1 provides statewide data for I11inojs public community college

- stu%}gts which are very useful for local use -in analyzing the ACT Class
Profile. The comparison at the local level should carefully consider the
sample of students * who take the ACT tests at the local college.

* - L B -

{ ~gble 1 ’ Y

MEAN ACT STANDARD SCORES* OF FALL 1979 FRESHMEN
ENROLLED IN ILLRINOIS PU%LIC CDMMUNITY COLLEGES -

" ] -

Women -~ Total

-

=
®
)

ACT TEST o
; English | ;) ‘
. Mathematics .
- . Social Studies”
- Natural Sciences

Camposite

|

16. 6 16.0
13.8 : 14.7
14.3 14.8
18.1 18.9
15.8.° 1672

= b et et et
> 0L
[0<IANe G, IRV I B

Number of Students - _ 'Q§,365 6831 . 12,19
) ) ] : N . .

ACT ‘scores range from a high- of 36 to a low of l *r-test’ For't‘he a
differences ngween men and women "was signlficant at the .01 level for
each student. ' , | . - _

] : /

s

&>
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- DISTRIBUTION OF ACT SCORES AND 5|IGH SCHOOL CRADES

Table 2 shows a comparison of the difstribution of ACT composite scores of
I1linols community college Fall 1979 freshmen with national norms. This ,
analysis shows that about 25 percent of the Fall 1979 freshmen enrolled
in IlIinols public community colleges -had very high academic ability as
measured by the ACT test. For sxample, 4% of these .students had’ ACT
jcores in the 26 to 36 range, and 18%' in the 21 to 25 range. This .
: accounts. for 22%_of the Fall 1979 freshmen Jn the ACT profile who were
e =__enrolled -in_Illinols_public. community"eolleges and..indicatgs-that.-these . .. ol
) students could have been -admitted: to mgst four-year Colleges but chose

Instead to enroll at a community college. /_'

Table 2- '

COMPARISON OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF ACT COMFOSITE SCORES OF
N ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN.
' WITH ALL ENROLLED FRESHMEN IN THE ACT NATIONAL SAMPLE

ACT ‘ III. Pub. Comm. Coll. T ACT NAtional Samp le
St andard S " Enrolled +  Enrolled
Score ’ Fall 1979 Freshmen Fall 1979 Fieshmen
26-36 | 4% : . Clay
21-25 16% h S 28% °
16-20 , 3 - ) _ 28%
_ 115 - 4% - , /4
s Table 3 below shows a distribution of the students among . the various t
g

' grade categories This" analysis shows what percentage of the Fall 1979
"11linols community college freshmen had high school grades in each of the
grade categories and reyvealed that 65% of these students had high school

grade averages ofi A 4Qr B with an additional 33% having a C grade A
‘average. Only 2% of Fall 1979 Illinois community college freshmen
\ reported a high schoo ade average of a D. = _ e
Tablg 3

: " _

(§PM180N OF THE PERCENTAGE OF ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE®

- FALL 1979 FRESHMEN IN VARIOUS HIGH SCHOOL GRADE -CATEGORIES
WITH ALL NATIONAL CDLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS

, . trade TOTRE Typical  ~ III. Comm. Coll. ACT NatIonal Sample
~ __Average y, - Grade Enrolled Freshmen Enrolled Students - P
3.50 < 4.00 e w o, 3% .
- 2.50 - 3.49 B s | .' SCK
1.50 - 2.49 S o mm R
'_o."sq-- 1.49 Dy . A - . 1% . .
. 0.00 - 0.49 F e o I

) [P . . R )
U | T
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COMPARISON OF AVERAGE ACT SCORES OF ILLINOLS PUSLIC COMMUNITY
COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESIMEN WATH NATIONAL NORMS

Table 4 below shows a comoarison of average ACT scores of Illinois oublic
community college Fall 1979 freshmen who took the ACT test with averages

obtalned by all univ¥rsity and college bound students in the united
States who took the  ACT test. These data show that the average ACT

scores of Tllinois community college freshmen were slightly lower than -

‘for the natlional sample of all frestmen enrolled at colleges and

universitles-—-in-the-united-States.~ “These data are not at all surmprising”

but simply reflect the ~fact fthat the public community colleges of
Il1linois have "open admission" ‘policies and do not select students on the
basis of admission test .scores -(often the ACT test) as do many four-year
colleges and universities. 1In addition,‘ithe sample of Illinois community
college students include students in the ‘various occupational certificate
and degree programs, general studlies certificate programs, as well as
students in the baccalaureate programs. \
- e S N
Table 4 \

: o ) | o .
A COMPARISON OF AVERAGE ACT SCORES \OF ILLINOIS PUBLIC

>

~ COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN WITH NATIONAL NORMS
| " \ ]
= - TITInols Community v NatIonal Tollege
. ACT Test - College Enrolled Freshmen < \ and University Preshmen
( { _
Mean = Stan. Dev. \ Mean Stan. Dev.
English 16.0 5.2 18.2 5.4
. TN— T ) o -
#Mathematics 14.7 . 6.9 ] Y.8 A
Social Science 14.8 ‘ 6.6 W7 . 7.3
Natural Science 18.9 5.9 213 . 6.4
Comosite ~  16.2 5.2 189, - 5.8
No. of Students('c C12,196 . oy 16, 606+
Stan. Dev. = ‘Standard Deviation. t-test for -the |differences between

I1linois. community collegd freshmen and National colllege and university.
frestmen was significant at the .0l leve} for each subfest..

ACT score range = 1-36° .

*Reoresents 10¥ national sample

v
i
o’

~

. Thé chért'on-;pe opposite page illustrates the-compérLSOn of the average
e

nomms for all two-year and four-year college and univegsity frestmen,

t 4

s of "Illinois community college frethgn with national -

Each local ddmmunity college also receives a.similar dhart with the local

. college scores marked. _ _ s

.
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“ .+ . . ‘Comparison of the Mean ACT Scores . - = -
. with Means of Other Groups | L
‘ o= Eng. -t oMath Soc St. . N Scn Composite -~ .~ "+ &
.'._ o Ag'. i ! g g i - .. . ' ' . ::!
" Standard 5
- Scores F
T e .

S Nauonal Mean: I8A 17§~ 77 ., 213 - 189
E (all col.lege bou shmen) . _ - | _ .
’ —~ Olate Meari: M [f{ Z - “{g CM : - %21‘ o
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b SELF-REPORTED HIGH §CHDOL GRADES - | _ % y
Another méMsure of academic ability that 3 reported in the ACT Class
Prof{le Report is the self-reported high school - grades Alttough these
are self-reported grades which tend to vary from actual grades received
In certain cases, studies have shown them to be falrly reliable when used
with large samoles "Table 5 shows the average high school gragles\in the
subject areas listed for the Fall 1979 Freshmen who took the ACT\tegt

\
Women_1in. this report_had higher_high. school grades than did men; hod%verri".w___m

men scored higher on the ACT tests than did the women. The average igh
school grades of freshmen have been going up, but the average ACT scdres
have been decreasing during the past five years.

Al

Table 5

. SELF-REPORTED HIGH SCHOOL GRADES FOR FAUL 1979 FRESHVEN A
ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC TOMMUNITY COLLEGES -
AS INDICATED ON ACT PROFILE

- T
" , - + - Men Women . ) Total
Aigh School English Grades 2504 2.91x . 275K
High School Mathematics Grades ,2.33 . 2.50 . 2.42
- .‘ <
High School Social Studies Grades 2.7y -4 02,80t 2.76
High School Natural Science.Grades 2.59 - 2.72 - 2.66

-Average for the 4 High School Grades 2.53 . 2,73 ,2.64

*Mean Grade point Average based on a a point scale (A=4, B=3, C=2, D= l)
t-tests for the. difference between men's gnd women S grades
significant at the .0l level.- - :

-~

The chart on the opposite page shows ,a comparison of average (mean) high

school grades by .subject area of 111thots community college students withr
national noms: -The data show that Illinois community college freshmen

have lower high school grade averages than all college and university

freshmen in the nation who take tge ACT test.

Yd

S 14 I Y -
N | ‘, | | | !. ~‘.. /-“
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i -~ Comparison of the Mean High School Grades
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COMPARTSON OF ACT SCOORES AND HIGH SCHMOOL GRADES FQDM 4973 THROUGH 1979

The two tables below Show an analysis of the average ACT scores and .
- salf-reported high .school grades for:Illinois public community college
¢ freshmen from 1973 .through 1979. . This analysis shows that the average

. high school grades of these students have been increasing slightly each

year until 1977 and 'have setabilized during the past few years. The
average ACT scores, on the otherhand, have been decreasing each year sine
1973. It should be noted .that average ACT scores were’ decreasing

..nationally until_1977_but-have been-increasing-the-last-three-years.  -— ——a—ioom !

‘ ~ Table 6.
. AVERAGE ACT SGORES IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY

" COLLEGE FRESHYEN FROM 1973 THROUGH 1979

_English - Matﬁ\' *aoc. SF. -~ N, Sci. “Cbmﬁgsite
1973-74 17,0 17.6 | 173 9.5 . 18.0
1974-75 17.0 7.4 1}.;1 R U2 B b AN
11975-76 “ s 16.2 16.3 19.6 . ' 17.3
197677 . 6.4 . 155 158 - 19.3 - . 16.9
1977-78 6.2 1s.4 15.4 19,20 7 167
1978-79 . 16.2 15.1 15.4 '19f2 . 16.6
197980 * 160 14.7 14.8 18.9 16.2.

1

ACT scores range from a higﬁ of 36 to a Tow of 1
' Table 7

L p .
B J » ) .

'AVERAGE SELF-REPDRTED HIGH SCHOOL GRADES FOR ILLINOIS -

. PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FRESHMEN FROM 1973 THRQUGH 1979

T | e o 7
English  'Math Soc. St. N. Sci. - HS Grades .
1973-74 2e 219 | 2.6 2.45 2.48 "
1974-75 269 1 2.26 2.70 Co2s f;f 2.54
197576 2772 230 270 2.55 . 2.57
1976-77 “ 2.75 jooo2.36 2.73 2.60 28
1977-78 277 2.61 !4 s 2.65" 2.64 )
1978-79 L2 242 276 _2.55 *) 2.64 -
l979-80 275 2.4217_\ 276 o, 266 1 2.64

1

St iy I R S s
T e PR el b

(Al

’

Mean [rade PoInt Average based on a"Zi.—pOQQ};}':sc‘ale TA=%, B=%, =2, D=1) ‘; -
T S } ey Do \« R o .l.:.j,‘; . v ;‘__',_ ; l;l,‘.-‘ o s
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WHY STUDENTS CHOSE THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
f .

MWith the enrollments in postsecondar; education leveling off or

decl¥ning, there s considerable interest A knowing why students choose
a particular cpllege to attend. The Fall 1979 freshmen enrolled in
I linois public community colleges who took the ACT tests indicated what

they considered to be the single most important factor in making a.

college choice on the profile. Table 8 below shows a comparison of these

responses  from Fall lfgoﬂ through Fall 1979. _ The most
-ttt indicated TFactor for choosing the community college was "field of
study." Tultion cost, location, and typg of .institution were also

This analy'sis indicates that students are choosing
because they are offering the programs
Lower 'tuition costs.and location

frequently mentioned.
the community colleges primaril
.that they are Interested in pursuing.

of the college are also important factors to many students choosiqg-'

community colleges.
' Table 8 . 3!

COMPARISON OF SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACfOR IN MAKING
COLLEGE CHOICE FROM FALL 1974 THROUGH FALL 1979 IN TLLINOIS
t PUBEIC COMMUNITY OOLLEGES ON ACT PROFILE . :

P

~ A

Percentage of-Students
Indicating as Most .Importanmt Factor

. Fall Fall

~

Factors in Making Choice

_ Fall — Fall Fall Fall

¥974° 1975 1976t 1977+' 1978+ 1979

Fleld of Study - Y, TR Y SN T
Tutftion Cost’ | 2% 2% 2% 2% A% 20%
Location ‘ 16% iees 1% 1% 1% 1%
%yﬂe"df‘institutidn : T 1% ° 9% . lé%' 10% 10%
Student Body Composition - % 1% yo i % 1%  ‘ '2%
ehrollment Size . . 1% 1% % dx
Other_'Activi;_—iie.s' B | 1% X » 29_5; % 2%

~

*Percentages do not add up to 100% because some of the students listed
more than one factor as being most important. :

A)

~
e

. ‘ ' - _ .
g P . . ol

frequently =
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- SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS” ~

Table 9 below shows the special educastional needs that were indicated by

the community college Ffreshmen on the ACT profile, Of particular |

Interest 1s the large percentage of students who indicate reed  for

assistance for improving math skills .(44%), in choosing a major (44%),

and for merovim% study skills (41%). These special educational needs .
indicate a specia need in the community colleges for adequate counseling

services and developmental programs. The chart on the next page shows T ¢
how these special needs of community college freshmen compare  with ,
national norms. : o - S

Table 9 ' »
SPECIAL‘EDUCATIONAL NEEDS REPORTED BY FALL 1979 FRESHEMéN | ‘_ :
ENROLLED IN'ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Speclal ﬁssisfancegNeeQed In: | ] Men deen Tbﬁa% 7
Choosing a Major | R 4h% 0%
Inoroving Wriéing_Skills. \ | 2% 3% 26% . ™
Improving Reading Skills - 37% 36% 57%
Imofoving Study Skills o L% 40% 41% ’
Imprbving Math Skills - | T ‘ 40% a7% RE
Personal Coﬁnseiiﬁg _ | 30% 30% . 30%
: _ - : L,

: . —

Table 10 below shows an aﬁgiysis of the_  special ‘education needs df

freshmen enrolled in Illinois public community colleges who took thé ACT

‘test from 1972 through 1979. This analysis shows that the percentage of

students who indicated a need Fortimproving math skills. and choosing a

major remained the same as last year -while the percentage of .students '

indicating a need for a special. assistance in other, areas decreased - s

during the past year. It is‘uncertain whether this was caused by a shift

igggeeds or by a change in the sample of the students who -take the ACT

t . o ) ‘ o, _ T -
) S Table 10,

N T , T

" SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS REPORTED BY FRESHMEN ENROLLED

IN ILLINOQIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1972 THROUGH 1979

\

Zoeclal Assistance : i - 2
‘. Needed In: . 712273 73-74 74-75 75-76 76-77 77-78 78-79 79-80
Choosing a Major A B 3 A A% . A% A% 4% !
) Iproving Writing Skills  42% | G0% 3e% o 29% 28 28 2% 28%  -) ’
Inpgoving Reading 'Skills 3 3% 3| 3% 3m e e 3
_'”-_throvinb Study Skills * az%f__éqx_ 40% 4% 40K 40K 40K \ 0%
« ?.f;ﬁordving Mgtn Skills.  525‘ji§2‘ sdx.-:ss% 4BK LB 47K 4
e e R e —————n L
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Percent of Student's. with Special -Educational Ne_eds

%
qv

4

‘[duc &Voc Dec|s|0ns %0 10 . 2. 30 . A0 50 60 - 70% .

tocal - SERSINEIY SRNCHNNN, SN S A S I
State 44 % llIHHHHHHIIIHHHIHIHIHIIlllllHHHlHHlllllHlIIHIIHHHHIHIHHIHHHH R E——

¢ National }‘ﬂ"- | __—

v @TT301d SsBI) LIV

6{61 TT®d IC0 3o®BaA3S

&
° Expressmg Ideas in Writing -
| Local [

321'.3.,ar I J U T

.Rea'ding.Spéed'&. PR o -

Comprehensmn local —————— '_
- State  37% | unuml|mmmnmmnll||HHmnuHHIIIHHIIHI|HHIHHHIHIHHHIHIHlllll——_
_ - . National _2\_ l—_

lmprovmg Study Skills ~ .

| Local - N RN GRS A R N .

State 1% ||lHHHHlHn|||IHIlll|Hll'HHl'lIIII'IIHIHHHIIIIHHHIIIHIHHHIIHHHHHHHIHIHHI_—-
3 D B

}latlonal -

lmprong Math Skllls .
_ ‘Local | |

‘g Stale .m LT HI'HHH“HH il i“llml”u“”I”“””““““ flllllllll[HlHlllmlmu--_
. National "‘DJ- | _ .

—————
...IIIIIIHIHIHIHIHllmm I——_—
————

\

Personal Counseling y I e
Clocal i —_——_—“

State . HHHHHHHHHHIHHhHll'HHHlHHIHHIHHIHHHHIIHIHHIH__—— o
-, National 20 R N S E—

7T CHARTE 0 I Source Local - Table 42; State - Table 4.3 21
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EDUCATIONAL DEGREE  ASPIRATIONS y
. T

-

Table. 11 below shows the educational degree aspirations of ‘Illinois
public community college Fall 1979 freshmen who took the ACT test. The
-categories shown on the ACT prafile represent the highest degree
aspirations and do not provide for the step by step progress that many
students make 1in completing first a two-year college degree, then a
- bachelor's degree, and often later, an advanced degree. Hence, 57% of
the students asoired to obtain a bachelor's degree or higher, 31% of the

- certificate of less than two years in length. These data-do not show the
»  great need“for-short term progj!rs which are in demand by part-time adult.
students 1in the public community colleges because the ACT sample 1is
tomposed primarily of full-time students d rectly odt of high school. '

. o g Table 11 -
L} . . (v
. EDUCATIONAL DEGREE ASPIRATIONS OF . '
ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COULEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN

WHO TOOK THE ACT-TEST

. Nat Lonal College .
Men Women Total .and University

* Freshmen
- - Yagdtional or Technical Program ' . B .
. (Less than Two Years) . Ak &% 6% N5 3
.~ Two-Year College Degree' ' -{a\\' 26% 3% 3% - 11%
Bachelor's Degree - 4% . 38% 3% o 4h%
, One or Two Years of Graduate . | “ |
Study (MA, MBA, Etc.) ) % 8% % . 18%
Professional Level Degree _ : -
(Ph.D, MD, LB, or D) | 1% 8% N 21%
. Other . » 6% 5 5 e

-

The chart on the next page-shows a comparison of the educational degree

-aspirations of Illinois dommunity' College freshmen taking the ACT test

with national normms. Of particular interest is the great diversity.of
. . “degree aspirations of community college students. )

7 —-—students-aspired ko-obtaih-a-two-year-degree,—and-6%-aspired-to-obtain-g - — -
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L EUatlonal Degree Asplrations v -
 Voc. or Tech. Program : | SR §‘§
([_ess than Zyear,s) ~ % 0 10 2 30. 40 .50 60% o

- “local ——__—— 3
P o Sae % W T Tt &

. | ‘- © - National  27%° ———-——— "
Two-Year College Degree - ‘o~ 7
S v el _-—“———

| state 3/ o ”lIHHlHHIHHIHHHHIHHHHI“'HHH (RN ——1T———— T

| National - _1[7e -——_—

“Bachelor's Degree o - -~ L -
e ) | Tocal ——-—-—— Ca
SN o Stie %g;/- I ————
One or Two Years Grad. Study o - -
- (MA; MBA, etc)  Local | T E————— ———
o State  _9% HHIHI”H”HHH“_—_—— ,

Natjonal (8% —_——

Professnonal Level Degree

. (PhD, MD, LLB, JD, etc.) Lo L —TTTT

State 97 HHIIHHlHnmHml___—— |
oy ‘National* 2)7% : _———
7 Other ' 8 o T . |
s e el - ——_—__
S e " State ST HHHHHH-———— TR :
0q - - Nationsi* 47 * g =T~ i
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RACIAL/ETHNIC BACKGROUND BY INCOME LEVEL _ S

Table 12 below shows & distribution of -Fall 1979 Illinois community ’
college freshmen who -took the ACT test by raclal/ethnic background and
family income level. This table shows clearly the relationship between

e minority raclal/ethnic background and .low incoMé level. . In comparision
to data received on the ICCB enrollment reports a much smaller percentage -
"of minority groups take the ACT test. For example, Afrg-Americans make -
up over 14.8% of the enrollment’ in Illinois public community colleges but

.__only &% of those takifng the ACT tes€. - S S
hbte 12 i . |
‘ . - , - S T -
-l PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS BF RATIAL/ETHNIC _ o
LT CLASSIFICARION BY INCOME LEVEL -
“.l ) . M . - - 4 ’ ! L ) ’ \’- .
i : X wqﬂ- ) _ T . S
* "Raclal/ Family Income &f Students : .
Ethnic Under $3000-‘$6000- $7500- $9000- $12000- $15000- $20000- Total
‘Category $3000 5999 7499 8999 11999 14999 19999 Over Number, %
Afro-Aer, 20% o % % 1 1ok & 8% 0 &
amer. Indian 3 s 3 T3 22 12 22 24 . 58 1
1 Caucasian * . - . ] : . -, -
- Amer. 2 4 3 4 10 15 24 38 6332 82
Mexican Amer. 6 - 8 3 1o 12 19 22 20 100 1
Oriental Amer. 6 - 17 4 ~ 13 11 15 - 19 17  S4- 1
- Spanish fmer. 14 19 12 7 20 7 16 5 y 91 1
-Other 4 8 5 6. 14 15 19 28 257 3
4 _ _ . .
. Prefer not . . | - .
' to - respond 5% % 4% % . 11% 16% 2% 3% 370 %
R S i &
o » . k .
o 2353;
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" EDUCATIONAL MAJDRS AND VOCATIONAL CHUICES

Table 13 below shows the Pducational majors and first vocational choices
which were reported by Illinois community college freshmen taking the ACT
test. The data are shown in percentages and in order of most often-
reported. Also shown in the table is a comparison with national data for
alllspllege and university freshmen taking” the ACT test. :

_,( , e _Table 13

/ PLANNED EDUCATIONAL MAJORS AND VOCATIONAL CHOICE FIELDS
N OF ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN COMPARED TO
NATIONAL SAMPLE.-O& COLLEGE AND UNIVERSIT¥\FRESFMEN

¥

I11inois Community Natinnal Sample

Lollege Fall 1979 Freshmen Fall 1979 Freshmen
1 Lo LT ' —
» o : ucational First. Voc. Educational First Voc. 5
MaNor Choice” Major Choice
- I 2 —— "
Business and Commerce 2% 2% 19% - 19%
Health Professions 15 16 ' 16 17
Undecided S 9 8 9
. Education \ 8 8 9 10 ,
Trade & Industrial Tech 6 7 2 3
Agriculture/Forestry 5 5 4 4 4
Engineering 5 5 8 8
Fine & Applied,Arts 5 5 6 5
Computer & Info. Science 4 5 3 3
Cbmmunity Service 4 4 3 3
Social Scied®es 4 3 7 6 .
Architecture 3 3 2 2
Communicat:ions St 3« 3 4 4
Home Economics , 2 2 1 1
Biological Sciences 2 1 3 . 2
“Physical Science 1 1 2 1
General- Studies 2 -0 2 0 "
Lettecs (Humgnities) o -0 1 1
'Ma;hematics , 0 0 ) 1 0
0 0 0 0 .

4

——— —— — . —— _ —
The charts on the next twd pages show comparisons of. planned educational.
majors of Illinols public gommunity - college* freshmen who took tHe ACT

' tesf"&ith national noms. (*

a ) B ¢ i ’ ’ . ' [

Ay . . . N - . .

e e e e e e
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Planned Educational Majors

. Agric., Forestry, etc. _ %0 10 20 30 40 50%
\ Local —_—
_ State (A
%\ ~ National 7%
Architecture
| Local '
< . Nationa!
Biological Sciences

. Local i .
- St A%

: . National 3.
Business & Commerce

Local S
N | S State 3%
' National 97
Communications \
: . ~ Local
State : ()
& National 4%
~Computer & Info. Sci. -
Local .
Jtate A%
. " "National _3%
Education o
~ o Local .
. State ?«:
| _ . National T B
. ~Engineering \
L . Local _
o : State 3 %
S , National _&%7 &
- Fine & Applied Arts - _
. : Locals - |
A State %7.
I . National .27- |
- Foreign Languages \
. - - “Local
RN State Qe [ —
I g . Natonal Mg ,
o RT (Continueg) . S
Zi* U CHART3 T W v Source: Local * Table 3.1: State - Table 3.1
o - - *The percentage -computed -was less than .5 and therefore rounded to zero. S
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Planned Educational Majors (Continued)
A

' Health Professions %y 10 20 - 30 40 50%
Y - Logal - —__—

: : Elﬁt& ' 'I{Il“l“l“lllllllllllHIIIHIIHHIIII-———
ationa A :

., Home Economics

bbb e
State
National

Letters (Humanities)

Local
State
National

&

e g

oo

Mathematics

Local °
State
g .Nanonql 1 e
Physical Science

_ , Local
. State
National

Community Service
Local

State - ? -?o
- National o
Sg\cial Sciences -
| Local

State 3?0 |
, ~ National %
. " Trade, Indust., Tech. .

- - : Local '
. ’ State” B

National 27,

e e —_————
e eee—————— L
|

L T
e [ ——

___
IO Y Y ISR

General

gocal
» State
National _=2

Undecided o

Local el ——————— ]

. State .tz QUMMM T

~© National _8% L "
MERIC.CHART3 - vy . ™. Source:local - Table 3.1; State - Table 3.1 -
Sﬁﬁh o R L B RN SL DO Pl e e e i D e e S Q‘Vﬁ‘
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. ESTIMATED FAMILY INCOME OF FALL 1979 -, .
p ILLINOTS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FRESFMEN - -

Table A,SﬁOWS'a summary of a family incomes of ' Fall 1979 freshmen as
estimated by the,student on the ACT profile. Although 13 percent of the
students indicated that they did not know their family incomes and other , .
21 percent considered this information confidential, the data provided ’
are useéful for comparative pumoses for the individual community colleges.

PR ESTIMATED FAMILY INCOME OF FALL 1979 FRESHMEN |
‘ " ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES )
0 AS INDICATED ON THE ACT PROFILE .
,/ ) . ‘ . 7 * |
. 9 Cumulative Per-
A « “Estimated _ . Percent of cent of Those
_ Annual Number Percent Those Indi- * Indicating
- . Family ~ of of all cating Esti- Estimated
- Income - Students Responding mated Income . Income
. . . . . ™~
™ Less than _ .
$3,000 275 2% - 3 3%
' 3,000-5, 999 411 3 5 8 (/
6,000-7, 499 282 | 2 4 12
7,500-8,999 386 3 s o 17
9,000-11,999 868"\ 7- 1 ‘ 28
12,000-14,999 1,156 9 14 N V.
15,000-19,999 1,820 15 23 . 65 ;{’
) ' . v . ‘ , . ‘ . - . E
* - 20,000-& Over 2,812 23 35 o 100% * \
! Subtotal . B.0I0 CON TR | m—
' Considered ' e : .
| ~ Confidentinl v~ 2,603, 21 -
. 4 ' . i «* ]
- q .00 Not Know 1,583 13 ' - o
: B . + R | . )
/\Total e 12,196 100%* | R s
IL  ns-( **DodS not add up to 100% due to rounding. \ S D
‘iﬁ? T chart on the next page -compares the incbmé' level of Illimois _
e comfunity college freshmen who ook the ACT test with national nomms. 7 e
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/ .

Students’ Estimated Total Family Income before Taxes

Per Year - i . % 0 10 20- 30 40 %

| - ca p—— ]
“ess Than $3,000 St @ g 111 R S A E—

National

»

7 $3,000-85.999  swe 33

et [ [ ]

National _%0o I D R R

o T I S R S
$6,000-$7,499 CState 22 I ——

. . National 3Te L —

. _ . 3 ' I
$7.500-$8.999 st 37 | Rur——l
. ' National 2T D B

™

~

' local |
$9,000-$14,999' sf%tae %% 0000000 P
' Nallonal 1T
t ‘ . L Y .
~ ~ Local J TN D D
,$15,000-$19,999) s(t):ti Z%’Z 0000001000 O, PN
' National [%% . _

$20,000 & Over  Suwe 237
o - K National 0%
Confidential/No Response? .

) ) Local —
L . State - m (T
| National 27%

e

.' \ 1 'Add the two percentages for the categories ($9,000-$11,999) and ($12,000-$14,999). ; S
"~ 2.0n Local data, add the percentages for the categories “Consider Infg Cenfidential” and “No - Response.”

T CHART 10 o - | E 30 o __§oqrce:AL__ocal_~_[able.d.S; State - Table 43
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FINANCIAL AID NEEDS

‘Table 15 stiows the comparison of the Fall 1978 Illinois community college
freshman with Fall 1979 freshmen responding to the ACT item dealing with
expected financial ald which they felt bﬁey would need in order to help
meet ~college expenses: Over one-half (56%) of all community _college
freshmen 1indicated that they would apply for financial assistance and
over one-half (56%) indicated they expected to work while in college and
would like some assistance 1in locating employment. This indicates a
substantigl need for college placement services for students who seek

#

"__m__m_oart:time"xorkmwhilentheyﬁare_1nmcollege"in“edditionuttherving“bheaneedswm~

of the students after they .complete their education at the community
cﬁ}lege. - - .

7/

Table 15

COMPARISON OF FINANCIAL AID NEEDS AND WORK EXPECTATIO
: OF ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1978 FRESRMEN
i | WITH FALL 1979 FRESHMEN/AS INDICATED ON THE ACT PROFILE

- i — 1

1978-79 1979-80
Men' Women Total Men Women  Total

Expects to Apoly for _ | : |
. Financial Aid . S4% T 58% 56% 53X 5T% S56%

Expects to Work while |

in College and Would

Like Help Finding _ o ,

Emoloyment . 60% 56%  58% 57% 56% 56%

— ‘
'The chart on the next page shows a comparison of the financial needs of
I1linois community college freshmen who took the ACT test with national
- norms.  Although a lower percentage expect to apply for financial aid * %
than the natignal sample, a higher percentage expect to work while in
college and w5§§? like.help find?ng employment. S ‘ :

»
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