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ABSTRACT : ]

The investigation of white racial attitudes has eccupied a consider-

sis of change in race relations. Little systematic data, however, has

-

able amount of the research literature. It has permitted t:tailed analy-

been gathered to observe black racial attitudes. In thfs paper, it is

‘argued that the future of American society is heavilz'&pfluenced by the
* resolution of its race problems, in which blacks are also a potént force.

Thus; their attitudes, behaviors, and beliefs should be taken into account.

. AY . :
The purpose of this study was to: 1) examine the{Backgrounq factors re-
0

lated to two black racial attitudes--Black Identity and Alienation from
. ;

White Society 2) investigate the relationship between two conceptually
different notions of black racial attitudes, and 3) assess the'reliabildty
of these two scales. An area probability design was employed,and 324

personal interviews were collected from a sample of black adults. Using

| a LISREL model, the results indicated that youpger blacks were more

Alienated from White Society. Moreover, the yopngef, the higher educated,
and those of lower ppiceiqu social class, all tended to have higher Black
Identity. Although the correlation between Black Identity and Alienation

from White Society was high, an analysis of the rélationship of the back-~

g£bURdfvafiables to the two scales indicated that they are conceptually

S ) 2

‘wond empirically distinct. _ S ‘ -
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Following the black protest of the late fifties and the eni}re
. 14

‘sixties, many'reseérchers have acknowledged the need for increased svi-
entific séudy pf‘black opinions. The overwhelming majority of'ghé
prior research literature has tended to focus exclusively on white
at;itudes and beliefs. Until recently,"the emphasis has been largely
on thebropfiatiesof intergroup relaﬁiqns apd on ;pe attitudes énd be- -
havior of whites foward blacké‘(Taylor; 1979). Investiﬁato;s are be-

~ ginning, however, to realize that by‘also gaugi;g black opinions it is

possible to gaiﬁ a fuller undefstanding of the dynamics of'inte;racialH

interaction and a more accurate assessment of the potentialvoccuryfnc;

of racial tensipﬁ in sociéty (O‘Gorm;n; 1979; Turher andkﬂilson,.1936).

Such a coﬁcern has been exemplified in the three Newsweek polls (Brink

and-Harris, 1964, 1967; qudman, 1969), and studies By Marx's (1967)

and Schuman and Hatchett (1974).

- In arguing for é greater interest im black attitudes, beliefs, aﬂd‘

;ction;, Schuman and Hatchett (1974) sfated that the futurq of American
' society for goth bfggks grd whites are inextricably tied to the resolu-

tion of our racial problems, and in this regard blacks are an active and

potent force. A similar point yas made by Myrdal”t1973) in ﬁis ;eflec-;
“tions on‘the present racial situation. |

Our basic assumptiogpz; that black raciai attitudes also require

continued study as ?;cé relations change.. While.there are numgro%s pub-_

lication, extending over three dJecades, on white-racial htt{tude§ which

have permitted a careful an;lysis of chahge in Qac; relations, little

Bsystematic data have been gathered to observe shifts im blacks® racial
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attitudes over a similar period of time. The studies that have examined

J |
black racial attitudes attjtutles over a relatively long period of time

have noted §hat the demo;raphic and psychologidai determinants of these

~attitudes have markedly changed as the social context of groups conflict

has changed (Turner and Wilson, 1976).‘ S}udiés over a shorter and more

‘recent period of time have suggested that in a pdriod of rapid change,.

considerable difficulties may result in trying to identify a stable

yet differnentiated set of black racial attitudes (;;ige, 1970; Schuman

-«

and Hatéﬁett, 1974). With respéctiyo more recent studies, many were con-—\
cernea with black racial attitudes at one point in time. )
Issues of Black Identity ﬂgd Consciousness héve characterized,-dir—
éctly or indirectly, a subéta;t;al body of the psychblogical literature
oh black Ameéicans. The mlnority status of blacks in American society
- % has engendered, to 4 large degree, the interes£ in these issues. Jackson

1
minority, a (//

¢ focal issue becomes qah individual group'members relate to the group, to

et al. t1980) maintained that in any discrimfnated against

[N

'its history of discrijmination, and, in réference to blacks, to the current \
'collective struggle to confroent a racist system:

Two distinct periods may be identified in the literature on Black.

>

Identity--;;hdies'bonductqd before and after the onset of the Civil Rights
- - . ‘ .

‘movement (Cross, 1975; Po;ter and ﬁashington, 19725'J8Cksdh et al: 1980).
Concerning ghe former p;rio& most of: the writipgz‘s have stressed negative Black
faentity (i.e., they ﬁave tended ;o 1ink ﬁegati%& Black Identity to gelf- |
.rejection and other negative psychological consequences). .Whereas, the

post-sixties writings have tended to focus on the link between positive Black '\\

‘Identity and high self ésteen and "other positive psychological consequences.

4
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N In writings in both periods, the assumption has been made that there
is a straightforward, direct, relationship between Black Ideneity and
. psychological outcomes (Jackson et al., 1980). ﬁecently. several ..

‘writers have questioned this assumption (e.g., Barnes, '1973; Zavalloni,

1973, McAdoo, 1976), and the reviews of the empirical studies have

- sh nonconsistent relationships (Cross, 1979; Porter and Washington )
1979) | .
' , - * |
. Whether talking about either qf the aforementﬁoned periods, the
1 .

literature has not resulted in generally agreed upon definitiohs or
measures of Black Identity. Various definitions have been used by
various anthors to get at various notions of Black Identity, Pride,
Consciousness, Loyalty, etc. Moreover, these terms have begen over-
.\lapping'and ‘_IUSed interchangeably (Jackson et al. 19"8.0). Q -’
Both Proshinsky and Newman (1968) and Jackson et al, (1980) have\
proﬁided usefni and quite similar ways of categorizing.the varioos com-
- ponents - o! Black Identity. - Jackson ot al. (1980) specified three com-
¢ ponents of. Black Identity, viz , affective, cognitive, and behavioral.
The first component involves group pride and a posi!ive commitment to
"blacks. On the other‘hand, the cogﬁitive component refers to the poli-
- tical ideological aspects of consciousness That is, this component
involves both seeing thﬁgrdup?s interest as beiru in conflict {with those
ofjthe dominant group and developing an ideological stance that challanges
the legitimacy of the system that has designated less power and fewer
resources"to their gronp._ Finally, the behavioral component involves

‘the readiness to act in behalf of the group.

With a,greiter*similarity to the affective component, Black Identity




is defined in this study as an individual's attachment to blacks as &
, ) \
group and a positive orientation toward being a member of that group.

It mdy be viewed as an assertive and positive'response to unfavorable

circumstances. %
. \ , ' .

Fairly consistent results have been shown for the relationship
. X _

of demographic and socioeconomic factors to racial attitudes, despite

‘the differences in conceptual and methodological approaches (Caplan,

1970). For example, the younger and the higher educated blacks tended
. to have more race consciousness and militancy (Marx, 1968; Toomer,
1975; . Tutner and Wilson, 1976). . -

L4

One of the'most‘comprehenere-andtcogent writings on black racial

, . attitudes is probably Schuman and Hatchatt's Black Racial Attitudes: /

) Trends and Complexities. One of the distinguishing chara%teristics of

their book is the presentatiOn of a t;)oretical definition of their
: . ‘ A . : |
major ‘concept of black racial attitudes;,namely,'Alienation fighm White

Society (hereafter referred to as Alientation). As a result of careful .
analysis, they defined this concept as the individuals gensecthat neither
individual whites (at the level of personal interaotion),qer white sup-
ported oréanizations or institution (at the societal lerell'shoold be
trusted. |
Aside from prbyidinﬁ meaning (i.e., a theoretical definition) to

" their majox concept, the authors related their major concept to other
T black racial attitodes and nonracial ottitudes,,thus, identifying the

’ boundsries.of its applicability and relevance to other socig} issues as

well as previous studies (e.g., the effects of race of interviewer on

obtained results). Moreover, comparability with other studies were main-




' ‘

tained by a detailed examination of demographic and socioeconomié
variables. Possible interactions were also examined. One of the ‘most
stimqlhting aspects of the work of échuman and Hatchett is their
speculatien that in years ahead black dissillusionment with whites as
;éflected in their main scale will continue and increase. This pre-
diction is bnsed\on the findin; that such disillusionment has its ‘
~;trongest manifestation in the young. Similarly, sincq’démographic
and socioeconémic correrates,of black racial attitudes are not likely
‘to change markedly within a fairly long‘period, it may be reasonable
.to‘assume that these relationships (especially with agej will persist
(i.e., will be re}evant to contemporary America). It was su;gested
that black views have shifted to a course exemplified in the concept‘
.- - . 4§ of Alienation froﬁ White Society.
5 In summary, Schuman and Hatchett presented two mgjor concfusions
coﬁéerning the relationship of demograph?c and socioeconomic f#;tors
to Alienation. ‘First, it was maintained that age is consiStent with
all recent studies since thé-mid-sixfies; viz., "younger blacks are
. more alienated than older blacks.‘ Fn magnitude éhis is fhe strongest
bagckground correlate of black racial aftitud;s..."'tSchumaﬁ and Hat-
| cheft, 197;: 74)} Second, educaEion, although less strong and mdre:
complex, was also related tonklienafion.' That is, Alienation ;ag
hiehést hmoﬁg the least educafed and most educated fespondehts. :
‘ | Concefning fhe relationsh;; of Alienation}an& otﬁe; black racial
attitude's,‘they found that the scale was related to practi\cally alle.t.he

_other black racial attitudes exahined. 'The'st:ongest correlates were
\ \ ’
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with items which dealt with open hostility from whites; cloﬁely fol-
lowed by items that expressed a sense that blacks éannot~expect'a

ffair chance withip the society, either as persons working'to achieve success
N

or as citizens dealing with social representatives-such as police or
politicians. ,
The purpose of this study is to examine the demographic and

socioeconomic factors related to black racial attitudes. A~cofollary

.\

concern is to investigate the relationship between the two -conceptually

different notions of black racial attitudes (Alienation andtBlack

Identity). .

r

We constructed a model (1) to represent the process whereby b a;k'
- £acia1 attitudd;laré.determined by tﬁ? varivus demographic.and socio-"
economic variabiés;.and-(Z) to speci%f and estimate.the measurement
errors. | |

our structural aquation model is presented in the path diagram

_of Figure 1. *j

N . ) 4

.

Figure 1 about here

-/
Observed variables are enc}qsed.iﬁ boxes; whereas, the latent ya%iables.
are ehclosed in ellipses. Y}-§6 are ind{cgtors_of Alien?tion; and 'Y7-Y13
" are indicators of élack Identity."Errors of measurements (e).are inclu--
ded in the'diégram,but.are not encrosed.. A dne-way arrow pointinﬁhfrOQ

one variable\td a latent variable indicates a direct causal relationship.

«

. : Ly , '
The curved arrow labeled 1 indicated an association between the latent

variables; whilse, the curved arrow lgbeled 2 indicates that after con-
B . " . * * &



trolling for the effects of the independent variables on the latent’

variables, the disturbances are correlated across the latent variables.

Corresponding to the diagram: ' *3 |
« - 13x1 13x2 2x1 .13x1° x1 8x2 2x]

‘
whére Y is a 13'x iivector of obéerved‘éndogenous'¥ariables;
x is a 8 x 1 vector of ob;erved_exogenous variables;
nis a2 x1 vecto; of latent variables;
A is the 13 x 2 matrix of factof loadings; | .

I is a 8 x 2 matrix of values of paths relating the exogenous variables

A

to the latent variables;

-

€ is a 13 x 1 vector of efrors‘associatgd with the measurement of Y; and

’ %

E\)s a i.x 1 vector of disturbances associited with n.-

L4

I 4
Let ¢ and ¥ be the covariance matrices of x and of the dis;urbances

between ‘the latent vari#blés in Figure 1, respectively, aﬂd\get ee be the

covariance matrix of € (the figure assumes that eé is diagonal). Aésume

that the errors of measurement are uncorrelated with n, x and ¥. Also
1] ‘ 3 < 3 .
| assume that the disturbances and x are uncorrelated. Then, we can write

. T

Q\‘out the model as:

-/
e — ) o . '—-‘1
Zyy Iyx.| - A (T ® T +¥) A‘+ee,Af'0 , o
z , ’ « [ 4 . .
: L Ixy Ixx % T7 A7, . ' ¢ ’ P
: B b | _ |
. A '




This model is a specialicase-of fhe more general LISREL model,
LISREL is a geanal program for esti#ating the unknqwn coefficients
in é set of linear structural questions. The LISREL model is composed
of two parts: the measuremeént model and the structural equation model.
The former specifies how the hypotheticil constructs are measured in
terms of observed variables and may b; used to describe reliabilities
of the observed variables, which jin this étudy cogresponds to a de-
scription of the reliabilities of the inﬁicatbrs. The latter model
specifies the caﬁsal relationships among the hypothetical constructs and
are used to describe the causal effects and the amount of uneXpléined
variance (see Joreskog, 1976 Ffor a more ﬂetaiiqd description of the
LISREL model).

Although various strptegies may be employed to obtain a hypbthesized
model, the approach we shall use begins with a model which assumes that
-ﬁeasurement error is entirély random, 'Assuﬁing such a’model preéents‘én
(acceptablg fig'tb the dafy, the coe}ficients linking latent traits and
indicators ﬁay be‘inte;pret;d as validity coefficients and, wheﬁ squared, -
as reliability’c&efficients (Werts et al., 1974). These coefficients

may be used to assess the relative adequaéy of the indicators. When the

& ‘ ‘ . . : . X
hypothesized model is overidentified, failure to fit the data may signify,
the presenT§ of nonrandom error .(StapQJQon; 1973). : ] k_
.~ ‘ . ) '
/ ! . . e A )




RESEARCH DESIGN

Survey data were collected from a sdmplé of black adults living in
San Francisco. 'An area of 16 continguous census tracts, each containing
at least 20% black population according to the 1970 Census, was sa;pled.
Any block containing fewer than 20% black residents ;a§ eliminated.
Sample points(were‘dggwn by random numbers from a }GQerse telephone
directory; to control biases due, to unlisted phones and homes without-.
phones, interviewers contacted the next housing unit rather than the

address drawn from the directory. Although the data were collected at’

three points in time, only data from the first wave were used in this"

’

, study. There were 391 personal interviews attempted and 324 were com-

‘pleted, yieiding a‘response tate of 83%. Only black interviewers were

emplOyed, thus, eliq{nating the possibility of race of iptefviewer effects.

Our final sample was 'representative of San Francisco black head and wives

of head of house, ages 19 and over.>

. Aoe -
The demographiec and socioecondmic'fgctors were: (g& -- respondent jnpdjicated

T

~age ‘at last birthday. The product term for the résponse was constructed,

which repfesented an interaction term; (b) occupational status -- respon-

dent  indicated the kind of job or work performed for a 1iving.  The

o

response was coded according to Duncan's (1961) socioecenomic index; (c)
« . v . - « \ . [\-] '

income -- réSpondeht indicat fﬁe total family income for the bést year;

'(d) .education -- respondent indfcated the amount of education bf responding
to six categories ranging from less than ninth.grade to post-graduate work.

‘The product term for education was constructed from the responses, which

.represented an interaction 'temm; (3) perceived social class- ---respondents

indicated the class he/she considered himsglf/herself to be a.member of

10 ~

-
. i
- . . - . 2 L Y ) . . .. >
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‘ . by responding to 'a 6 point scale, ranging from lower class to upper class;

(f) sex -- by observation, tho'reSpbndent was coded as being either male

' or female.

- [

Black Racial Attitudes - ~ o~ .

scale, was composed of the following items:

a.

da

The Alienation from White Society scale, measured on a three point
Some people say that over the last 10 yéars, there has been a lot of
progress in getting rid of racial discrimination. Others say there

hasn't been much real change for most blacks over that time or can't

you say. Which would you agree-with most? (yl)

~

On the whole, do you think most white people in San Francisco want to

P

see blacks get a better break, or do they want to keep blacks down,

or don't they care one way or the other? (y )

-

Do you personally feel that you can trust most wh1te people, quite a

few white peoplefﬂgome whlte people, or none at all? (y3)

Do you_th1nk black customers who shop in the big downtown stores are
treated as politely as white customers, or are they treated less politely?
(Y4) ° . . LT

- LN

As you see it, what's the best way for black to try to gain their rights--
7 . . . : . .
use laws and persuasion, use nonviolent protest, or be ready to use

-

violence or can's you say which is best (ys) . .

Do you think only a few white people disl1ke blacks or almost all whites
dislike blacks? (""All1" may be volunteered). (y6)

The Blacﬁ Identity scale was:composed of seven forced-choice items rated

on a Eive point agree-disagree scale, The items weré:4

1.

Situations which are cailed "riets" involving pebple of my race would

13
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not be called the same thing by television newshen if whites were

involved. (y7)

-

2. Black people should try not to always sif in their own g}oups in

~ /

public. (yg) .

3. "European culture is actually more advanted than African culture (y )

4. Whenever the national anghem is sung,- for example at sporting events,
sveryone should stand to show their re;pect for this count}y.(ylo)

5. Blﬁckslshould héve their own separate national anthem. (y,,)

6. Blacks should be proud to live in America. (ylz)

7. If a black works hard enough he or 3he can usually get ahead in this

country in spite of prejudice and discrimination.: (y,)

W

RESULTS

It was assumed that thg structure of intercorrelations'among the
measured variabies can be accounted for by the model in Figuré'l. ‘This
baseline model (Model I) impl%gitly assumes that the s;rdﬁfure of inter-
. correlations is’accounted for by the impéct of pr lgtent variables--
Alienation from White Society and Black Identity--on their respective
indicators, by the coyrelations bgtween the latent variables, and by the
impact of the exogenous variables on the latent traits. Briefly, the
| modéljassumes that tﬁe only errors of‘measurement are random and.that, the
two lat9nt variables are unidimensional. SubstantiQely, Model I~may be .
viewed as the nuil hypothesis in testing the alternative hypothesis that

the exogenous variables are related to the latent traits, and the indica-

" tors of the .latent traits are multidimensional. Failure to provide an

acceptable fit to the datd, however, may not indicate multidimensionality.

Rather, it might sigﬁify the presence of nonrandom error.

~

I



cators of constructs.

13

The hypothesized model .must'provide an acceptable fit to the dﬁta

before a meaningful interpretation of the parameter estimates may be

- made. The adeqﬁacy of the.fit is informed by several judgments: the
’ /

{
calcuMtion of a X7 measure of goodness,?f fit; observation of the
- ¢ T
residual matrikx (i.e., subtracting the observed correlations from the

correlated reproduced by'the paraméter estimates). The significance of

X2

4

test the null hypothesis that the observed and reproduced correlations -

depart within the range of chance variations. Additionally, a useful

guide is denoted by the closeness of_the )(2 value to the degrees of"

freedom.
* Looking at our conceptual model (Figure 1), it may be noted that we
have included quadratic terms for agé and education. This was based, on

a previous finding (Schuman and Hatchett, 1974) related to Pne of our

K‘ » L d
latent varjiables (Alienation). The -gpecification of the parameters in

our model of black racial act1£§38§"§$;;'§ugh tﬁ;t fﬁe i;;:iﬁ;;tig; free
elemehts,‘l's identify elements with pa;amet%rs equal to 1, and‘the~0f§
1déntify parametgrs set to 0. In our paramefer specifications, we let
P.and ¥ be.free o 1constrained matrices: énd {et 9e befdiagonal. ‘In

estimating the model parameters, the values of the paths from each of the

black racial attitudes latcnt traits to their corresponding indicators

" have been fixed at 1.0.- For purposes of 1deytif1cation; this above spe-
s .

cification is a requirement. Tt is implicit in analyses with single indi-

-

Fighre 2 shows that the indicators of the latent variables are signi-

ficant. It is also clear, as exemplified in the r matrix, that only two,

. . . " s
of the exogenous variables are related to Alienation and Black Identity.

+ . : B N Al
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{ That is,” occupation is positively related to Alienation and social class

is negatively related to Black Identity.

The X2 for this model is 283.29 with 152 degrees of freedbm, denoting a
poor fit. ) ' . ’ '_‘in

Another way to éssess the validity of the model is to look at the~

residual matrix (£-$). It"was observed that a larfe discrepancy existed.
. ™ . : N . ' )
Terms in these rowsﬂcontaining the squared termy’ had larger deviations.

Because of these devistngs, the high correlation of age and age,z educa-

_tioﬂ*tnd education? -- which may have accounted for the lack of statistical
;-l" .
significance of all these coefficients--the squared terms were dropped.

It appears that the relationship of age and education: to the black racial
' e

attitudes may be best handled as linear tetEs

Moving to the alternative model of no quadsgtic terms, statistically
significant values werestili obtained for every indicator of the twoulatent<
variables. This suggests, as wg psinted our sarlier, that the indicstqrs
are adequate. ﬁeveralfsignificgnt relationships are also evident for the

I' matrix of exogenous variable. Thquatrix shows that age is significantly

related to Alienation.

In accord with brevious research, the younger black tends to be more
Alienated. The same holds true for the relationship of'age to the other

black racial attitude4-Black_{dentity. In contrast;_occupation had a

-~

L 16
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,poéitive reiationship‘yith Alienation, but no relationship exisgsgfor
occupafion and Black Identity. Inﬁome, on the other hand, had no
statistically significant relationship with either Alienation or Black
Identity. Education showed a statistically significant relationship

with Black Identity. That is, tHe greater tﬂe education, the greater

the Black Identity. Somewhat surprisingly, education did no£ have a
statistically’significant’relationship with Alienation. Perceived social
class showed ho rélationship with Aiienation; but it bad a statistically
si;nificant rélationship to Blac;\THentity. Those who perceived them-
selves to'be of a lower social class tended to have greater Black Identity.
finally, seixéhowed ng‘statistiéally sigﬁificant,relatiénship to either
of the black racial-attitude;. Stated differently, black racial attitudes
do not'appear to be sex-relatgd.

[

As . expected, the\Se was a substantial correlation (f64xbetwqen the .

twom}EEéngmyggigy{ggihfhigh sﬁggeso a certain éommonaiity i meaning. On

the oPhqr hand, since in some instances the same exogenous variable

had differept signs related to the latent traits, the distinction between
theg; traits apfear to be concep;ually usefdl. tbe.amounf of variance

explained in the Alienation constructﬁa&lz%. For thebBlack Identify con-
structy 25% of the variance wag explained, | ’ .

- L

Before this model can be accepted; it is necessary to look at its fit.

2, we find that it has a value of 261.97 with 130 de-

When we look at fﬁe X
.greés.of freeﬂbm, which signifies a poor fié.

' T&e first order derivatives‘of the fittihg functiqn with respect to
the off diagonal eleﬁents of ée indicate that including parameters for

correlated errors may be profitablé{' Note the fairly substantial correlated

r

1y



- errors between several of the indicators.

Table 1 about here
~ .

s

We now turn to changes in, measurement specification. The next model5

which has correlated errors is presented in Table 2; ‘Here, we allow errors

of measurement to be cbrrelated within factors, if the first order deriva-
¢ . \ .

tive is greater than .1l.

Table 2 about here

—

These correlated errors étand‘for soufces of nonrandom measurement error .
in each of the latgnt traits,' e.g., yeasaying or haféaying bias: The
various matrices in Table 2 show changés in absolute v;lues; howeﬁer; in
most instances the patterns of the relatgpnshipsland the statistical signi-
fi;anée remain the same. For expmple,‘theyi matrix again shows that the
S iﬂdicgtor;_are'significantly related to their latent traits. . Simi;arly
the same statisticallflsignificant relationships qﬁiﬁt‘fqr the exogenous
variables and lateht traits ;u: e&idenced in the ﬁ’matrix, with thp exd‘p-
tion of the relationshf;‘betwoen occupation and Alienation. This relation-
ship,is no logger statistically significant. The @ mdt;ix also presents
the same statistically significant relationships. Moreover, the association
bgtween-our lat?nt' traits.ein .622; bnly_a very slight reduction (.018).
Sd,.it appesis that the co;related error within factors does not drastic#lly .
affect estiﬁates’of tHeAsubsfintive relationships-in the Qﬁdel.

To aSses, the 1mprOVeﬁent in fif of this‘mgdel, welgompared tﬁg{ghghge in

model 2 to model 3, which itself is-a~x2 variable with degrees of freedom

\ - .
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equal to the differences in degrees of freedom of the two models. We

: ' . ' )
find that the X° difference®is:

X2 '.Xal —X23 = 261.977-208,424=53,353

 with 12.d.f. This means that the decrease in X% due to respecification is (\

’

.significant beyond the .05 level (X212 d.£ p=.05=21.026), and Stands for

an improvement, in fit. i

Because of the existence of correlated errors among indicators wifhin
traits and the-consequent'imprqvement in the.fit of the model, we also
decided that a model should,be examined with correlated errors among indi-

: ’
: c}ﬁors both within and across factors.. * The results appear in Table 3.

- ‘ !
1 Estimates for this model and the previous one are quite similar, with
varying paﬁ;erns of very slight increases and decreases in the effects.
It is.'clear from a perusal of A in Table 3, that the items are significantly

related to their latent traits and seem to fom a fairly "_consis-

tent scale. The correlation between the latent traits remain the same.

e

The same effects that were significant in the previous model are also

significant here. Further, the correlated errors both within and between
traits are substantial.

The X test for improvement in fit is X% = X2-x? = 208.423-167.682 = 40. 741

with 12 d.F. This value is significant at the .05 level.

A}

‘e

o

4 - ~ Table 3 sbout here /

—

\ .
The results from our final model are also interesting in terms of esti-

6

mating re!iability; In 3eneral, the estimates are slightly larger for

the Black Ideniity measures than for the Alienation measures. This model

o - L 1
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accounted for 12% and 23% of the variafce in Alienation and Black Ideneity,
respectively.
Sevetal considerations have gone into choosing this as our final model.

\ First although the final model is st&tistically signifieant, suggesting

‘
its rejection, we recognize that the X2 test statistic is very often signi—

_ \\\\~/ ficant in samples of large size. Thus, X2 is used'in a descriptive fashion
: . “\
to déecids between models on the basis of relatiYE fit to the data. We

2/d. £

assessed varying X * ratios across model$ in order to get a rough

(s {
indication of fit per degree of freedom. Moreover, an examination of

(X - 5) matrﬁ; yields small estimates; this indicates that we have account-
ed for much of the available variance L7st and this applies to all the

other models as well, the assumption that Y and x are drawn from a multi-

l
~

{ normal distribution is questionable. Thjs.certainly prevents. us from
claiming, without reservatio;§, that o?g estimates have the sampling

properties of maximum likelihood estimhtors.

1)

B S e - -SUMMARY- kN&fEGNEbU&IGN e e

\

‘/’

ey ~

Based on past research and theoyi;ipg, we have examined four versjions

f _ of'&_mode)vpredieting;black racial'anﬁitudes. Using ﬁ;;imum likelihood
. estimatieq, the first version incluﬂe@tﬁuaﬁratic terms f8r two of the bsck—
grouﬁd varisbles-Tage and educationa‘?This model was shown td_be‘insdedﬁste
.'A substantial improvement was .made th'the model when the quadratic‘terms |

were removed and the model reestimated. This second version indicatéd that

the séaie factors for the two lateht traits were adequate, and that many ;

\\

of the elation' s between the domographic and latent variables were o

statisticelly sinificant. As a regult of an investigation into the errors

T
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of measurement associated with the 1§teng traxts, wg,coéstructgd a
model with correl;ted measurement ertror ;ithin ¥he latent traits.

-In comparison with the previous model, there was an impréveﬁent_in fit,
although the parameter estimates,changed only slightly. Finally, with
even less of a change‘in parameter estimates, a model was constructed
with correlated errors not_ only within, but also between factors. A
gubstantia@rfmproﬁbment in the fit was provided. This modeE.formed the

basis of the relisbility estimates of our indicators. The -
- - \.
Black Identity measure appeared to be the m@;e reliable of the two racial

.

attitudes. Both measures, however, exhibited nontandom measurement error.
Séveral conclusions may be drawn from our results. First, younger.

blacks tend to believe that neither individual whites nor white institu-

-

'tions can be trusted. Consistent with all recent studies since the mid-

sixties, younger blacgks are considerably more Alienated,

» o '
Unlike the Schumdn and Hatchett study, we did not find a sex.effect.

Commenting on the role of sex, the authors, however, pointed out the un-

cer;ain;y'involvéd§ih their findings. If their anak{sis.of sex differences

¥ ]

/

was confingavt0.19;1$~rather than cpnsiderihg the change in Alienation from
- -‘- ] ! . e

1968 - 1971, they would not have found a sex differénce.-'This led them to
speculate that the| 1971 may represent the beginning of ‘a trend toward the
.' v elimimation of\:ﬁ 'attitudé differences betweén men and women. Since our

study was conducted in 1976, we were able to empirical test and, as it

A . k)

- turns out, support this norfon.
Contrgry to the findings by Schuman and Hatchett, which showed a
; curviling r effe¢t for education, we found no such relationship. When the

L dundrnti¢~térn~f6r education.-was..removéd and only the linear term was in- -

e i . -

. s . Y N
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cluded, again the relationship was statistically nonstgﬁificant. At
leest in San Francisco, it does nbt appear that Alienatian draws on
sentiments held by the diffégyent educated strata.

in brief, it appears, then, that there are both similarjties and
differences between the relationsdips found in our study, and those ére-
sented in the Schudan and Hatchett study. The differences ate_that we
found neither an educatiln‘effect nor a sex effeet. We were, however,

able to replicate the age effect; which in the Schuman and Hatchett study

w-4as the strohgest demographic correlate of Alienation. For us, it was

the only one. ‘ . ~
oy
The tWOJudies, 1t must be kept in mind, were conducted in two dif-
ferent urban areas -- Detroit and San Francisco -- at two different points

-

in time. The Schuman end Hatchett study was conducted in 1968 and 1971;
our study w;s-éonducted in 1976. The similarities may suggest the strehgth
and stability of the relationships. dn the otlier hand, the differences
are more difficult to interpret. It is ndt clear whether the nature of ‘
the two cities had an effect on the outcome, or whether it—ie the differ-
ence in time.or some combination thereof. Based on subseduent findings,-
" (Farley, et al., 197%) howeVer, it is clear'that,Aliedetieﬁ does change
depending on larger social events.

When we ‘examined the. other black racial attitude Black Identity, which
may"bp viewed as a positive alternative response to discrimination, we .also
obtained statistically significant effects. The younget (the age effect

‘tshowgd\the greatest magnitude) expresged greater Black identiti. Also,
the hdgher educated tended to have greater Black Identity; this telationship

may be thought of as the fruition of, the consciousness movement of black

rd
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college stndents during the.sixties and early seventies. Last, those ///\ﬁ\
who perceive themselves as being of a lower class tended to have greater
iBlack,Identity. Perceived social class takes on a number of different //
meanings in the research literature, e.g., it has been treateddas a
nartial indicatot of class consciousngsﬁ (tf Kluegel et. al., 1977).
If this definition is accepted, then it may be said that a certain sense
of class consciousness is related to attitudes ef Black Identity. |
L) Taken together, the two racial attitudes\showed a fairly high positive
| association, indicating a similarjty in content. That is, having a posi-
tive attachment to blacks a’a‘ group is associated with an individual's
sense that neither individual wfiites nor'white supported institutions
. Should ne trusted. However, the different backgroundivariables relating
to these two racial attitudes snggest that they are conceEtua}ly distinctt
For example, age related to both of these attitudes, and in the same direc-

tions, but, education and pefceived social class are related only to Black °

Identity Given the. similar range of reliability estimates

for the two racial attitudes, iy’does not appear that the differences in

A

the relationships can be attributed to differential measurement problems.
 This implies thét.one's racial attitudes Cannet be viewed simply in ecwnomic
terms. C S . | S
/ - The origins :of Alienation'and Black Identity are, indeed, complex. They |
may be uncovered partly in'genetal idealogical-andicultural_change,'as
manifested in the greater Alienation and'Black~Identity of the younger adults.
And, especially with imspect~te Black Identity, it may be partly in the

tontinuing raeial-experience-of a more individual nature that is linked.

‘direttly,tp one's position'in the social structure.,

N
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An examination of correlated errors within and between factors pro-
'J”” vided useful insights. Substantively, the correlated errors within
- factors indicated that in addition tokghese items measuring the .latent
‘ constructs--Alienation; in one instance, and Black Identity in the
™ ':other, there is a factor(s) that both of the iteﬁs measure which is not
contained in the two profe:red constructs. The correlated errors goth
.within and between factors give the additignal information tha; the items
whose errbrg are correlated across the two constructs are measuring some
factor(s) common to_both items, which aggiq is not included in the model.‘
“ The reasons for these correlated errors may be either coﬁceptual or meth-
odological. Within our design,it is not possible to mgke this discernment.
It is clear, however, that these'c&pstructs afe notllnghimensionait it
further attests to their cémplexity. The lack of uhidimensionality was
pointed out by Schum;n and Hatchett in reference to Alienation and by
é?several other authors with respect to Black Identity. .

* The data for this study came from a single urban city, San Francisco.

This, therefore, may lead to the question of their representativeness to
A , ‘ l .
the entire country. Of course, we have no way of generalizing to th

adult urban black popu*axion, not' to mention the rural South. Our study
postdates the main wave of the black rebellion that has led to the rise
of black' racial attitudes. It is probable that findings evidence in San

Francisco are reflective of the situation in the nation more generally,

particularly amdhg blaéks in other large urban areas of the United States.

At, the least,, our findings significantly replicate those obtained in Detroit

by Schuman and Hatchett. | ' .
The potential of Alienation and Black Identity are represented by its

. : ) . .) ‘ _ | ‘
» . . . .
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link to fhe young. Schuman and Hatghet£ (1974) asserted that the
(predoﬁinance of age as a correlate of Alienation, and in our.case, also
Black Identity,.host likely reflect the pronounced ideological content
-of these_changes in black attitudes. _They point to a-néw way of seeiﬁg
- things and consequently are more readily adopted by the young. Within
a loﬁ;itudinal design, it would be possible to examine whether these
&re, in fact, persisfiﬁg generational differences or merely life cycle
differences which will change with further maturation.
e . This age relationshiﬁ may be usefufly inforpfeted in light of the
fe;ent findings reporfed byHCampbell (1979) concerning the psychological
well-being through the life Sﬁan.of American adults. Using dath.from a
‘series of samples of the national population, beginnping in 1957 and ruﬁning
to 1978? he found that xounﬁer people were less satisfied/withltheir |
situation (their work, standard of living, housing, the country‘as a
whole, etc.) than older people.
- i . A substantial literature Has noted the gréwing alienation, growing

distrust and politicization of the public, especially the young and

blacks. This study should be added to that list.
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NOTES

1. Schuman and HaEFhett's research was conducted at three points in
time, two in 1968 (nonng?Iapping periods) and one in 1971. In one of
the studies (Kerner-68 Stﬁ&y))u“sample'qu“drawn‘inDetroit and -fourteen -
other cities.- The other fﬁ?_studies.wefe carried out in Detroit. As

part of a larggr résearch effort, conducted in San Francisco in 1976, we
.M - -

’ attempted to replicate and extend.small but substantively significant

. portions of the invéstigation réported in Racial Attitudes.

We did not repeat all of the items. Instead, we 'used the abbreviated

- version of their scale (minus one item), without any concerted attempt to

adhere to their exact ordering of items. In conducting théif’gnalysés, the

authors oftén used the full eleven item scale of Alieﬁation; however, they
noteﬁ that th? abbreviated version (six items) was highly related to the
full scale apd was somewhat more homogeneous in conceptual content. We
excld&gd one.item:(reférring to preference in neighborhoods) because of

its low correlation with the overall scale. It is worth noting that the

| excluded item was also problematic in the original scale. We did, however

include one item which related to the other items; (i.e., the trust itemx

.thus, we were left with 6 items in our scale. There were also slight word

changes in 2 of the items, but we do-not think this changed the nature of
the scale. In accord with suggestions in the original study, we used open-
ended questioning in our pretest before devising the set of closed items:

Finally, Schuman and ﬁatchett also studied the Bp§sible change in the

socioeconomic correlates ok black attitudes over a three year period. They

did not expect, nor did they obtain, a marked change. As a consequence, in

most analyses the two year samples (1968 agﬁ 1971) were.coliapsed to obtain

.

29 ,
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a better estimate of the relationship between particular background
factors and attitudes. ¢ . |

2. The minimizing function is: ,

B/= log L+ tr (S 2 ) - log S - (p + q),. i \\
w;ere P is the .number of endogenous variables and q is the number of
observed covariance residuals: This function is minimized with respect
to the unconsfrained elements of A, n, ¢, L ?nd ee. "If the distribution
of (Y*, X7) is multi-ﬁormal this yields maximum likelihood estimates
thch have desirable asymptotic properites.

'Using‘LISREL, we can obtain a X2 goodness of fit test for any Qver-,
~ identified model, with degrées of freedom equal to the number of distinct
. .
elements in £ [(p + q) . kp + q + 1)/2] minus the numﬁer of different

pqrameters'to be estimated. The value for a model is determined by both |

‘the sample size and the minipum value of our fitting function. *

. . ‘ 3.  There were only 4 respondents under 21 and only 6 over 69,

4. The items chosen for the Black Identity scale were taken ‘from
various scales, many of Qﬁich were explicitly identified as a Black Identify
scale. .I;\is clear from an gbservation of those scales,as well as the pné
we present, that this-concept means many things to many people. Again, this
testifips\to its ‘complexity. To minimize yeasaying, items‘b and}ﬂpwere

A

Wworded to indicate a lack of Black Identify. These items were reversed »

ke . N

COde e . b - -
- @ ’

5. Because a diagram of the models with correlated errors would be
A . .
rather fbdious,‘cumbersome,_and aesqhetically suspect, we decided to .
K4 .
) . present the.findings in table form. All of the estimates in these tables .

" are standardized.




6. These following estimates (standardized coeffichents) may not
apply to other populations, since this would assume that the ratio of

true score to error variance is equal across pOpulationé. (Wiley and

“‘Ntley,*lQ?O)."Equality of true score variance across pgpulations is

not always a tenable assumption., - - oo e e

Reliabilities

.42
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. .06
19
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A} o Table 1

First Order Dor‘iv.la'tives of Fitting Punction with Respect to Elements of ec

, for Black Racial Attitudes Model with Uncorrelated Measurement Errors

without Quadrﬁﬁic Terms.

j yl y2 Y3 y4 : Y5
e ..yl 00000 -
y2 -0.330 -0.000
y3 = 0.293 -0.099 -0.000
-0.020 -0,288 Q.261 -0.000
ﬁ 0,025 0.248 -0.289 0.275 -0.000
Y6 . 249 0.131 -0.251 -0.094 -0.120
y7 .048 0.089 -0.171 0.043 -0.160
y8 .150 0.235 -0.220 -0.024 -0.132
. y9 0.015 0.117 - -0.144 0.149 0.063
" yl0 ./ £0.040 0.151 0.076 -0.002 -0.246
yll -0.07S -0.251 -0.001 ~0.121 0.032
yl2 -0.010 0.206 0.099 -0.083 "-0.008
. yl3 0.018 0.025 -0.060 0.088 0.001
y8 Y9 'y10 yll yl2
[
y8 -0.000
"y9 0.035 ° 0.000 .
10 -0.089 ° 0.007 0.000
111 -0.0S55 0.012 - -0.042 -0.000
ﬁlZ 0.075 -0.001 - -0.044 0.212 -0.000
yl3 0.018 -0.038 0.133 0.117 -0.228
Table 2

y6

0.000
-0.022
-0.073

0.014
-0.035
-0.067
-0.079

0.060

yl3

-0.000

0.000
0.046
-0.018
0.022
-0.

0026
-0{041\ -

Maximum-Likelihood Estimates of Black Racial Attitudes Model with Correlated
» i .

Measurement Errors among Indicators within Factors.'

“ A
Alienation Black Identity
¥ oyl .615 -+ 0.0
}V . (==--)
y2 . 395. 0.0
, (5.124) * ,
y3 .524 . 0.0
(5.213) * :
: - ‘y4 «573 - 0.0
T _ (6.258) * -
'yS .503 0.0
o (5.440) *
y6 . . 5147 : © 0.0
(5.688) * L




TABLE 2 (Con't)

Alienation Black Identity
t
y7 0.0 ™ .258
, (----)
. y8 0. .438
(3.780)*
y9 0.0 .312
: v | 3.347)*
y10 0.0 . | - L7208
) ; 1.103)*
y11 0.0 . N15 . .
» (3.718)*
yl2 0.0 .638
' . (4.096) *
| y13 0.0 .641 '
(4.036)*
r
- Perceived
Age Occup. Income Educ.  Soc.Class Sex
- v (.'.
Alienation -.315 .114 -.003 -.071 -.092 -,057
EQ.1 (-4.325)*(1.574) (-0.037) (-0.955) (-1.407) (-0.923)
Black Identity ' -6 028 -.063 .24} -.148 . .107
EQ. 2 (-3.208)*(0.420) (-0.896)  (2.7112)* (-2.130)* (1.710)
4 : “
' b 4
Alienation Black Identi LY
£0.1 .
Alienation . 888 ) | 4
EQ.1 . (4.600)* -
W:Blaek‘f%entity .505 _ .774 -
EQ.2 ) (3.514)* (2.123)*
, - ' .
Pl
. , ~
. - . :
S R ‘ 33
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TABLE 2 (Con't)
! ! n
o\ \
d
1 2 5 3 4 5 6
e e 792_ e e e e e = e e ~ . . - -
(8.689)* '
/ .308 918 ‘
(3.573)* (10.794)*
. =.025 0.0 .853
(-2.18)* ( - ) (8.129) *
0.0 .2311 -.178. .822
«( - ) (3.215)* (-2.215)*  (9.475)* |
0.0 -.003 ~.0285 -  -.183. _  .900 '
«C - ) (-0.038) ¥ ' (-0.310) (2.411)* (9.621)* ,
-.184 .010 |- -.oto 0.0 -.034 .859
(-2.253)*  (0.160) (-0.096) C =) (-0.409) (9.255) *
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TABLE 3

Maximum-Likelihood Estimates of Black Racial Attitudes Model with Correlated

Measurement Errors among Indicators both within and across. Factors.

B

/A
Alienation
yl .651
¢ - )
y2 .426
(8.257)*
y3 .489
(5.110)*
y4 .534
w(6.021)* .
yS .452
_ (5.053)*
y6 .513
(5.679)*
y7 - 0.0
y8 0.0
. y9 0.0
\
. ©ylo 0.0 - .
yll 0.0
yl2 0.0
yl3 0.0
| ST
Age Occup.
Alienation -.320 .128
'Black Identity -.299 . .038
EQ.2 ' (-3.145)* (0.561)

L

Black Identity

Income

(0.071)

(-0.912)
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0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0 -
0.0 ¢ . |

249 !

(-)

.439-
(3.642)*

.319
(3.278)*

.690-

(3.92m)* o0
.420

(3.602)* \

.639
(3.930)*

.645°
(3.881)*

Perceived
Soc.Class "
—ﬂ_!- .

-.091
(-1.380)

Sex

-.067
(-1.068)

Educ.
-.055
(-0 . 729)

‘a145
(-2.071)*

.100
(1.610)

. 245
(2.695)*
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TABLE '3 (Con't)
v
. .- - Alienation . Rlack Identity
, EQ. 1 , EQ, 2
Alienation - .877
BEQ. 1 .- (4.608)*
Black Identity - 494 768
EQ. 2 (3.417)* (2.032)*
“ +
%o
N
D
? "’
g f
" /
[ /
/ N
. < \ (‘/ ) .
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TABLE 3 (Con't)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 .763
(7.518) * . v
2 .218. Tl
(2.546) P
3 -.169 .873 . |
(-1.926) (8.808)*
4 0.0 -.129 . .837
R ( - ) (-1.788) " (10.057)*
0.0 -.008 031 ~ ~.129 .893
A ( - ) (-0.121) *©  (0.401) 7 (-1.868) (102;13)-
S -.212 -.024 .013 0.0 .00 ~.859
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< | :
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: T values. are in paraenthesis g oy

% Statistically. signiﬁ.cmt. it p<.0Sa
T xz w 167.682; df = 40,741 : .
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Figure 1. Schematic-Reﬂ!Bsentation of Conceptual
' Relationships among Black Adults.
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Figure 2. Maximum Likelihood Estimates of Black Racial Attitudes Model (Model I) with
C Uncorrelated Measurement Errors and Quadratic Terms (Standardized).
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