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A comprehensive analysis of articles and editorials

was performed on "Ebony" magazine'editions published two years beéfore

and after the Civil Rights Act of 1964, The wtitings of the publisher

vere also studied, as were personal interviews with .the editdrs of

"Fhony. " Editorial content was analyzed with respect to the' major

racial trends in the United States during the 1960s. The results -

indicated that "Ebony" published 8% more artigles related to civil

rights after Adoption' of the Ciwil Rights Act:of 1964 than before the

act. It was concluded that the increase may have resulted from the -

nmagazine's growing awaréeness of civil riqhts:issues in many different

social spheres. The study also found that "Ebony" served as a civil

rights advocate, contributinag to the social and political avarenes
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of black Americans during the "1960s. (Aythor/RL) .
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Introduction *
- t
2 3""% . . .
The civil rights era of the 19608 shook the American conscience.

But accompanying the racial confl}ct of this period was a revolutionary

! ©

growth in black consciousness. The racial identity of bla&k Americans
_began.to emerge fiom-a‘st;te of aelf~pityltp a state éf ;elf-pride.
o : y
Expansion the black middle clasa, accompanied by other mass moveménts,
resulﬁo in what some historians  have called a black "mass culture." .
The plack press of the 1960s mirrored this phenomenon. One publication,.
in pirticular, was aimnd"atfgaising black consciousness in America. Ebony

mirrored the total development of the national black community, and its

: ~ a
drawing cards were "success" and "black pride."

The flagship maqazind of Johnson Publishing Company, Ebony
helped sh;pe the sgcial and political perspactives of blacks during the
civil rigﬂts movoﬁont of the 1950: and 13603. However, this role was not
the primary mission of ‘the monthly, g‘horal interest, pictugo magazine.-
Consequently, som? researchers have, unduly, found faunlt with Ebony for
wh&t'_ they allege to Be the magazine's lack of aggressiveness on éivil
rights isnuol.l | ‘
| . Egggxfsrcovcrage and treatment of civil rLght; issues during the
1960s constituted the subject of -this paper. A study_of th; mﬁgazine's
editorial conton£~§as.§ndor£§k¢n to éompara.gpggxfs gditorial policy before
and after the éivil ﬁighta Act of 1964. The purpose‘qgt to iny.stigate
changes in the mngagino'l cdv;rggc of éfkil rights i;-uos during a four-

year period of the 1960s civil rights movement. S
. ' ) A‘
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The researcher focused on two central issues:
(1) Did EEQEI_S edjtorial contenﬂ refleq\‘?reatex emphasis on
. civil rights issues after adoption of the Ciwil Rights Act
of 1964?_
- (2) Did Ebony serve as an advocate during the civil rights
era of the 19609?I
Answers tb.these issued provide a fuller undersé}nding of how Ebony acted

and reacted with regard fo the historic revolution in black consciousness.
(o

This result is signiéie§nt, because Ebﬁnx was and is a leading mber of
~a

" the black press. Today, as in the past, the black press fills a biAsic need

-
v ; ) *

to know. But more importanélyb as the black press gfows, black men d

womih move closer to full participatién in American'life.2

.

Method

-
-

N ‘ ' )
The approach used in the study wass a qualitative analysis of

3 — ?
- ’

" Ebony's editorial content rolaﬁbq specificilly to civil rights issues. To

-

facilitate compyehensive observation and comparisons, the investigation
v . .

sovoréd all Ebony editions publisﬂéd'two years before and after Adoption
of the Civil Rights Act oY 1964. This pool of 48 editions included each

monthly issue of Ebony from July, 1962 to July, 1966, with the exception of

.
«

the July;1964 issua, which was pubiished during the month Congress enacted
the '64 act. Although the maior focus of the study covered a four—yoar
period,' the rcsaarchor examinod Eggég_editions published throughout the

19608 to help broaden the scope apd reliability af the\:tudy.

.Some unﬁqientific quantitative comparisons were attemptéd to

enhance th& ‘perspective of the study. A psrcentage of c;vil rights related

.
- . N~
.

" .



articles kas obtalned from the total number of articles published by Ebony

before the act of '64. A similar percentage was obtalned for articles

publishaed afger enactment of the act of '64. Comparisons were then per-

» +

" formed. Because trends and events of the civil rights era affecxed.Ebonx's

:

editorial content, the researcher attempted to evaluate content in relation

to race trands of the 1960s.

Saveral primary sourceg of evidence were uged in evaIuating
Ebony’'s civil rights focus beforc and after the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
These sources included articles and eddtorials publighed in -the magazine,
hs well as writings of ggggi_Publisher John Harold Johnson. Sighificant
contributions to the study were made by Ebony Managing Editor Charles L.
Sandergﬁand'ggggx senior Staff Editor Alex Poinsett. Both gentlemkn *
we%a interviewed by the researcher at-ggggxf; national haadquartgrs in
Chicago. The remarks of both men were especially pertinent, hgszgfe they

-

served a; 22221 editors during the civil rights era of the 1960s. 'Their
statementS‘were included to help explain’hhe magazine s editorial policy
1nd format during this period _ ' \

) No single persog has influenced the editorial policy of Ebony
more thqn-its publisher. Sincg Johnson established gggﬂz.in 1945, he has
maintained editorial control. Among those who have worked for him, ‘
Johnson is considér;a'a shrewd boss who keeps tight cont:?l on all ac-
tivitias, and major stories arl® layouts must be routed through him.

In many respects, Ebony exhjibits the personal philosophy of its publisher.

For th.sq reasons, particular~attention was devoted to the opinions and

_philésophi of Mr. Johnson. The study analyzed saveral of his publisher's

statgminfs which have been featured occa:iOndlly in Ebony.

[ v

‘ e * . ) *

- ) ¢
L . . -

o



-

- Johnson's "Interlocking” Editorial Philosophy
~
f

' During the 1960s Ebony was published in concert with two other

Johnson ppblicati%ns. These two periodicals were Negro Digest, established
in 192}, and Jet, launched in 1951.  In accordance with thq.editdrial
philosophy of their publisher: Fhe ;hree magaiines complemented one another.
Howaver, each magq;ine exhibited its own unique character and function.

;hé managing editor of ggggx_r;called éhat the three maézzines
ware'chiefiy dddicateq to the reporting of events as they affectdd black

people during the geriod.4 Jet, a pocket-size, weekly publication, covered

fast breaking news stories and mirrored events which influenced the lives

of black Amoriéans.- ngio Digest, now Black ngld, wégld g{ve a philésopﬁ%g&l
interpretation pf severai events wﬁich Jet had reported a month or two
earlier. In addition to mirror%hg the events rep&rted by Jet, Ebony
publi:hed in-depth acédunés on selected néws happeniﬁgs."ggggx also

published editorials which intorpreted the news happenings and their'impact

~on the national black gommunlity. ‘ o _ ' .

‘ e
-The -implicit cooperation among the staffs of the three publications ,
must be regarded as an ‘important influence upon. the eQitdrigl content of

Ebdnx during the period. Ebony, however, was éndowed with a spécial role

_during .the civil rights era. This role wag the heightening of h?ack

.consciousness about 'the black revolution in America. The role was a clear

reflictign'bf'thnion's philosophy, which advocated raising black consciousness

to the point whers blacks would take chatge of their lives and.ultima£01y of'
. ‘ o /
their own liberation.



Editorial Content Before the Civil Rights Act

of 1964 (1960-1963)

According to Alex Poinsett, Ebony- sepior staff editor, thrgé general

pattérns éharacterizgd the magazine's editorial policy in the years which
precedﬁd the éivil Riqhts Act of 1964. These recurrent patterns were
.advocacy,'docuﬁent;tipn, a;d 'eporting,5 égggx_specialized in the simple
rgporting‘of civil rights events, s;ch as the jailing of Dr. Martin Lutﬁer
King during the Birmingham, Alabama, protest of 'April 3, 1963. The
magazine's articles addressed what was happening to black Ameéwicans in the
areas of educaéibn, unemployment, housing; politics, spo;£s, aﬁd entér-
Eainméptn In each area, gggﬂx;editors exposed depriva&ions experienced

by black people and urged ;edergl and state authorities to take action to

. )
redress black griewances. This Pditorial perspective ran throughout all

. . . m
issues of the magazine published before the '64 act.

~

Speacific c¢ivil rights issues which EbOnx repcatedly confronted
were de facto school ségregation, discrimination in public housing, and
discriminatory 'hiring practices. Ebony's edigBrials also raised fundamental

questions about the conditiond of blacks in America.
- . - - v
During the early 1960s, Ebony began advocating thag black Americans

~

must learn about their own heritage {n order to acquire a sense of history,
neaded to formﬁlate approacHes to proﬁiems of the period. Senior Editor
Bennett began publishfhg'accounts oh black history. Ebony also published

"intexnatjonal stoiiea{" which was a practice f,w other magazinosfattempted

a

during the peribd. 'Callectivaly,'the aditors of Ebohx were dedicated Lo

K4
v
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helping black Americans define themselves, rather than allowing them to

rely on definitions'afforded by thiﬂﬁﬂfke astaljlishment prebs.'

Ad

The Rise of Martin uther King

b2 V\\\
P

~

- -

Starting with the Montgomery bus boycott in 1955, the non-violent *

movement under Martin Luthgﬁwxing, Jr. attained much of the credif fo;

civil rights victories of t£§‘1960§L6 From 1960 to 1964, tHe major
objective of the black liberation movement continhued to be civil rights
legis{ation. The main‘t;rgets were Congress and the Kennedy and Johnson
adﬁinistrations. Pregsure was exerted more aggressively than dﬁring the
'50s, as blacks increasingly resorted 5P git-ins, ﬁarches, and other

/ N

forms of direct, non-violent confrontatgon.' y : &

~

{ While King was atﬁracting national attention for his civilxrights\

-—

stands, Ebony told the world who he was and what he was about. The magazine
) .

chronicled all of King's crusades in the South, and followed him to Norwaj
in Decembef of 1964, when King was aw;¥ded(the Nobel Peace Prize. 1In
addition, ggggx_suPborted King fipancially.as well‘as_ideoiégically,7
In thg N&vember LQGZ issue, §§é§x_characteriz9d King gg "one o) the

best known Negro 1eaders of all timosf"e' The same issug-portrayed King on
the front cover and noted, "The Reverend King so typifies the tenor of the
current civil ;ights battle ;hat'his name must take its piace in hiétpryyﬁ
along with those of Booker T.;Washington and Frederick Douglass."

- King's rige‘marked.@_significant development in blac;\consciousness.
As §E2gx a;tqmpted_to mirror a;d suppdrt this_pﬁ;nomendn, the mggazine used .

him as its catalyst. Iﬁ:additidh to'highlighting(iis civil rights acéivities,

1

- ) q .
' | o 8
' . " . ’



%? August of 1963, the magazine carried an article by King entfitled
- AY

>

"R Letter From Birmingham)Jail," which related his perspective the

civ{{\rights protests which gripped Birmingham, Alabama during that time.9

Eigﬂx eépoused tﬁe political and social philosophies of King

4

because they were compatible with its own during the early 1960s. Wwhile

i

the black middle class was beginning to expand significantly, blacks still

lived in a segregated society, which restricted their use of public

" "accomodations, Under these social conditions, Ebony's articles and editorials

-

encouraged blacks to use the vote to overthrow oppressive governmental

-

organs and to use their economic power in the form of boyéotts to discourage

diaériminat&ry commercial practices. As advocated by King, Ebony's editorial '

pgsiﬁion on civil rights isgues stressed non-violent protest and progress ‘

through legislation and litigation.
' R

Ebony Durirng)thle Growth of Confrontation Pq;jtics

~ . X . {'\

. . ’ *- . \ - * * v . )
As the period ;;chding enactment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
began to expire, b{gs;)hmaricans gqpﬁ restless. They had observed some

progress on thé civil rights fromt, but for .most blacks the progress was
; - e

extremely sloﬁ_and modest. Ebony reflected the attitudes of blacks”at
' * ]

this time in an editorial entitled."Remaining Walls," published }n November,

1963. The editorial commented, "By mepsuring how far he has ye£ to go before

_he reaches 1t,‘one"réalizes how shockingly segregated gmdricl'still {s."lo

" The editorial ciééd-sogregdéibn in public,schools, job dis:fimination,

) ?nd segrogated'housing as walls which separated the Negrd from his civil

" J

N
-
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1 4 . .
rights. Barriers to public accomodation still confronted black Americans

despite the enactment of,earlier civil rights legislatian. .

-

Johqgon expressed the growing restlessness of tﬁe national black
community in a publisher's statement printed in Ebony'g September, 1963
issue. On thé 100th anniversary of the Emarcipation Proclamation, Johnson

noted, that "this is not an occasioh for hosannas and hurrahs. The freqdom

proclaimed by Abraham Lincoln is not yet a reality. It is restricted today

L]

by state_laws in the South,_by_mgribund customs in the North, by the fears,

v

anxieties, and rigidities of millions in éhe South, North, East and West."ll
- o

- In the summer of 1963, the restlesgs attitude of blacks expregsed

itself in the form of widespread pfotest. Civil«righﬁs demanstrations and

boyéotts occurred in. almost every major urban area in the country. Protests

in Boston and Harlem saw blacks demanding an end to discrimination in the

construction induétry and de facto segregation in the schools.12 ‘Consistent

-~

with King's civil rights activities, black Americans became tnvolved in N

.

a new order of,"confrontation politics." Slowly, the racial battleground |,
was shifting 6ut of the South and into Northern and Western gheﬁtos,

where residents and leaders were more concerned with.the conditions of

-~

daily life than with citizenship’rigth. N - '

Black consciousness had risen to the point where black Americans

' were no longer afraid to pdnfront the federal gbvérnmant about the sibw

pace of raéial‘aquility. Bennett described this temperament in his‘artiple
titled "Mood of the Negro." Bennett concluded, "For better or.worse,"for

good or 111, Negro AmerfCans are heading for a no-man's land of .open and

continuous protc&t. The open protests in the South and the deep and awesome

e : T - .
stillness in the ghettos of the North are portents of a volcanic thrust that



' September, 1963‘i,ssue.l4

4

1}
/ ' S
will not be denied. America has a thoroughly restive.minority population

on its hands."l3 « -

N
. Two assassinations in-196> fueled the momentum of black confrontation

- politics. 'Medger Evers, a prominent civil rights leader, was gunned down in

4

the doorway of his Jackson, Mississippi, home. And President John F.

Kennedy was fatally shot during a Dallas, Téxas, motogcade inqgis honor.

Both occurrences received sympathetic coverage in Ebony. Evers wdas remembered

when Ebony published his ;rticle, "Why I Live In Mississippi,” in its

The‘lﬁte President Kennedy was praised and éungized in an Ebony

photo-editorial titled "Tribute to John F. Xennedy," which appeared in the

Ly

magazine's January, 1964 issue.l§ Ebony did not soon forget that Kennedy

/ . : .
was the first American president to declare that segregation was "morally

L4 [}

? .
wrong." In recognition' of his civil rights achievements, Ebony's February,

.3 " N
1964 issue told how Kennedy's record had gurpdssed that of Abraham Lincolnﬁls.

- s .
- .; "-‘ ‘ -
. N I

Ebony and the March on Washingtén‘

/ AN

-

+In August of 1963, 250,000 blacks.and Whited gathered at the

-
~

Lincoln Monument in_Washingfbn to conduct the largest single protdst demon-- .

-~

) , . v .
stration in U. S. history. The occasion marked the summit of confrontation  °

3

,politics during the civil rights qovement; Marchers demanded leg;slétion'.

L] ~ ’

. ent - - 17
to endiscrimination in education, housing, employment, and in the courts.,

-_Ebonx'reporteft and photographers were there, 4£s bvidenc;d by the content.

SR : : . \ .
of the magazine's November; 1963 issue. N : . )

-~ -

Ebony portrayed the huge turnoit on iésfrontcover and reportsd’bn ‘
. . [N ‘ t /7 . .y



highlights of the mass demonstration. In the article "Biggest Protest
March," editor Lerone Lennett, Jr. reported, "All through the night of

Auqﬁst 27 and into the mbrning,they'came into Washington, D. C., to lay

-

their grievances before the public and to demand enactment of meaningful

civil rights legislation. America had never seen such a crowd."]i8

i .

Bennett described the demonstration's impact on Congress as uncertain.

The effect of the qaréh.on participants, however, was profound. "The
participants .knew that if the March changed no votes®in Congress or no )
hearts in America that it had changed them. Those who thought, in the

beginning, that it was too radical; the young people who didn't want to

/
wait another minute, and the old onea who had wai#ed, now, for 81 and 82

Aar‘xd 94 years.

?

The "Marcz 3n Washington”" set the stage for the enactment of

hY

the Civil Rights Act of ‘1964, which would occur less than one year after

the historic protest. ESan's editorial content up, until that time
N . .
cong}nued to demonstrate its character as a feature and picture magazine.

] . - ~
£y

Sports and entertainment stories of interest to‘black readers constituted

.

a significant share of the magazine's‘éditorial content. Stbriqs relating

.. to civil rights‘issues did not comprise a substantial share of Ebony's
)] . . : N

rs

#editorial content. Such articles were generally categorizéd.under the
L] . : . ? -
¥ . : v
> content heading "RACE." ¢

~

;Ebonx'ca:ried numerous articles focusing on race relations before

’

* the adop%ion of the Civil"Rights Act of 19%4. Such tiths,as "First Negro

L

s

' Astronaut Candidate" and "The Negro In the FBI" were common to the magazine

2{ .fe during the period. Ebony's emphasis on 1ntegra§tbn,-ospec1;11y with respect

Y

to de facto segregation in the schools, typified the thinking and strategies

Co .

s
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ro, - -

. - of most black civil rights leaders of the times.
\ \ P -

)

The verbal\contenp and tone of Ebony editorials continued their
~ " tradition of being cfitiégi and:often sarcastic in their:treatﬁent of
racigl injustice. Consistently the ﬁaggzine called aﬁtpption to Fhe se;erity
of the'ﬁation's‘rﬁcial préblems in editorials such as'fThe_Shame of.America"19
'qné."QrTime F?r Federal Action."zo- More consiétently Ehan‘gny otherrfeaturAWP
bf the magazine,'the'photo—editorials re;terated civil rights cohcéfns.
P | i Two inpovations which the magazine initiqtéd dgfing the e;rl& sixties
twere writings on black history and Ebony's annual sﬁgcial editions. Bennett

{

has been credited with popularizing black history during the 1960s. In

1962, Johnson Publishing Company published Bennett's Before The Mayflower,

a per®eptive sketch of black Ameriéan history.?1 Ebony carried the book

'

in serial form22 in adéition to several other series on black history written
by Bennett.‘. ,
Coﬁvinced of its missioﬁ to increase hladﬁ;@ppséiousness, Ebony
' began a series of anhual special idsues consistiné of reports"and essays
on a spegific theme. These épocial issue; addressed urg@nt p:dbléms“
'confronting fhé.natioﬁal black community. The €first s&bh i;sue was pub-

-

' lished in Spetember of 1963 and remembeted Frederick Douglass in the cover
- I ° . 2
{ story "Frederick Douglass: Father of the Protest Movement." 3 The issue

also contained the writings of several civil rights leaders, including

-

Roy Wilkins and Whitney Young, Jr. . ‘

*  Adoption of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
' | '

b

- = N

- . . On July 2, 1964, Congress passes a sweeping civil rights bill which
;ncLuded.provilions brohibit;ng discrimination in public.accbmodations and

’ R . . A
.

13
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¢ _ " discrimination in emﬁloyment. The bill was enacted with strong support from

»~

President Lyndon Johnson, after the Senate ended a Southé}n filibuster

. g
'

by impo:;f'ng.clotlura‘.z'4 Some histofians of ﬁhe period regarded the legis-
lat}on as the most significant civil righgs\}aﬁ since 1875. .
" In its August, 1964 editorial titled "Big Step In Right Direction,"
. Egégx'éalled ;he gigning of thé civiy)riqﬂkﬂ law ;heigation's "biggesé
step toward gécomipg'a pnacticiﬂg demﬁcfacy since Abraham Linc;in issued - . ;
the Emancipation Proclamation’IOI years ago."25 The law authorized .the
atto%ﬁéy general té file suit to coméelldesegregation of public schools.
It also established a comﬁunity rela;io;;\agency to help local communities
settle racial diséutas. Calling the law the strongest civil rights bill

. N . . .
*  in history, Ebony acknowledged that enforcement of the measure would not

be easy.

- Editorial Content After the
. ' - -
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (1963 to 1970)

Sanders recalled thaé Ebony's éditorial boli did not undergo any.
fﬁndamental'changas after the adoption of the Civil Ri gs Act of 1'964.26
A major reason whi&h he cited for 'this stabi;ity in editorial policy w&s
o that "the fundamental racist docf?ine ¢f the country remained unchanged"

.. after the legis}ative action{ ‘Therefote, Ebony's basic editorial philoéophy

" continued ' to advocate that blacks use every tool at their command to

liberate themselves, with the_exceps}on of armed confrontation against * N
ot f central government. The latter option was viewed by Ebony editors as the
H. v v . 7 . - ' . .
gateway to "mass racial suicide.“2
N \ v ’ ' \ "¢
) » ~
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Although the magazine's fundamental edit;rial policy still emphas-
ized success to the end of enhancing black self-images, Ebony's editorial .
content éhanged sli@htlyz fhe q;erriding cause appeared to be the chznging
p;iorie!es of black people. Since EEQ;X miirored those priorities, it could .

- _

not easily avoid being influenced by tg;m. The dominant change in°editorial-
content showad itself in the increaged range of civil ;ights stories which
appeared. in EBQEZ after the act of '64. Civil right; bagan ﬁo ;9111 over
into ‘the content heading; of "SPORTS," "EBBCATION," and "“"GOVERNMENT" in’
addition té "RACE." Two significant developments'Whiéh influenced editorial

content during the period were the adoption of the Voting Rights Act of ' -

1965 and the growth of black electoral politics. ’ v

The Voting Rights Act of 1965

-

LU
The 15th amendment had affoxded black Americans the right to vote,

\ .

)

and bhe Civil Rights Act of 1957 affirmed that right. However, intimidation,

£ »

literacy tests, and the poll tax had deterred ny blacks from registefing

-

to vote prior to ;965; Sensitive to the needs 'of black voters, Congress
adopted a new voting rights bill in May of 1965."fhe bill included an
an%i—poll tax provision and extended the right to vote to those who were

unable to read or write English.

‘ N
Impressed with the legislation, Ebony considered the impact of

. . ¥ R
the act on black voters in an article titled "Progress Report:, Year of the

-Vbte.“2? The article noted that the right to vote in the South was producing
. - » ) .
a "Negro power bloc." The article;also called attention to the law's
[ : ’

'provisions which suspended literacy tests and asQigned_fpderal:examiners

r

-to conduct registration. : ip

G
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Inadquacies in the implementation of both éhe Voting Riépts Act

of 1965 gnd the Civil Rights Act of 1964 drew prompt reaction from blacks.
' Consequently, Egggx_PublishegyﬁF;;\articles and editorials in a continuing’

C cail for implemdntation of these two laws. Demand for'federai implementa-

tion of the two acts became a dominant theme for Ebony editors during the

\

. 1965-1968 period. Of particular concern to editors was the scarcity of ‘

federal officials about the business of overseeing black voter registration.z?

- The slow implementation of civil rights legislation had again
sparked restlessness in the national black community. Ebony expressed the

.growing impatience of blacks in its special issue on "The White Problen

in America," published in August of 1965. The issue charged thatithe race . | .
problem in America ﬁas essentially a white problem and could be solved:-by

seeking its source in the structure of the white community.

> In the cover story of the issue, Beirnett wrote, "When we say thaE'
. - ) .
the causes of the race problem'are rooted in kheirhite Ame$ic&-and the

white community, we mean that the power is in the white American's and so

is the responsibility, We an that the white American creaéed,'invqnted~

!/

N thé_raco problem and that his fears and frailties are.responsible for the!/

urgency of the problem."30
+ . A
. , Johnson opened the cdntrovorsigl'issue with a publisher's statement

B ‘ explaining tho purpose of phe edition. "For more than a decade through . .

Y

N booki, magazines, newspapers, TV, and radio, the white man has been trying

o

~7 to solve the face Yroblem through studying the Negro.  We feel ﬁhat the

& -

' : - 31
. answer lies in a more thorough gtudy of the man who created the problem.”

o

Several members of the white esiaﬁ;ishment press criticized Ebony

S "for publishing the issue. Years. later Business Week labeled Ebony an’
"Uncle Tom" magazine, accusing it of throwing "editorial hayﬁako;n“ at the '

»

- | lhti ; | ' . ] - ;
. R o R L ' iy
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.
'

32
white establishment. However, the President's National Advisory Commission

. on_Civil Disorders released findings in, 1968 which sﬁpported the theme of

% T .
Ebony's dpecial issue. The commission zingled out white racism ae a

major threat to civil peace.33

Th; Grﬁ:th of Black Elactoral Politics

- ]
: ~

During the mid-1960s, black confrontation politics had reached a

point of diminishing returns. Gradually, blacks were placing more gtock in

LY
L

electoral politics as a means of redressing grievances. As a consequence

. of the Votildg Righta Act. . of 1965, more-blacks .than ever before sought . IS

public office. And as blacks won election to public offjces, they gained
control of millions of public-sector dollars)
Ebony also went the route of black electoral politics in the 1atter

half of the, 1960s, Go:Lrnment and politics began to ganerate more stories

€ ~

for the‘mmagazine that in the years preceding the Voting Rights Act of
] -
A}

1965. The editors considered electoral poliéica to be\ofxspecial interast
in the South, wherg consolidation of black voting powef wag beginning'to .

influence local and state legislatures. In September of 1965, the magazing. '

-

» , .
carried an article titled "Gaorgia Legislature's New Look for 1966."34

~

The stody, which typified‘Ebonx's inéreased coverage of politics, td&d how
the one mah, one vote rule fieldod ten seats for black candidates in Georgia.

’ \

—

Urban Violence

>

Ebony's special issue on "The White Problem in America" had antic-

ipated the wave of urban riots which would sweep the United States in the v

-~

. [ . '
) . ) N . ] -
R N I N . - s - o o eeay hy

i

>
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. buildings. However, it devoted many pages to persons who committed ‘'such

,_acts.37

”~

¢ . -

S | =

1atter(l9609. During the same month that the issue hit the newsstands,

s

one of the most serious racial disturbances in American history erupéed in
the "Watts" section of Los Anéeles, California. Na;ional Guardsmen assisted
in quelling the disorder, which left 35 dead and almost 900 injured.

Th; Watts riot of August, 1965 was examined in an Eggéx_article
written by Louis Robingfn titled "This Would Never Have Happehed. . . "
The Article-traced the cause of the racial disturbance to the arrest and
alleged mistreatment of a biack youth by white policemen on charges’of~

o N

35 )
drunken driving. But Watts was only the beginning of several racial

incidents which reflected the national black cqmmunity's growing skepticism

N

toward non-violent civil rights aActivities.

Ebon captﬁred the skeptical attitude and the violent proteéts,
ny . AN

t 4

_reporting their impact on black Americans. The worst summer of racial

disturbances in American history occurred in 1967. The most serious out-
: ) - -. ﬂt(‘ -
breaks were in Newark, New Jersey, where 26 persons died, and in Detroit

vhere 40 died, New York City, Cleveland, Washington, Chicago and étQQr

cities were also scenes Bf'trdubld.?ﬁn . C ¢
During this period of urban violence, Ebohx maintained its

-

 editoria1_pq1ioY of not advocating af;nd,violence. Instead the magazine

. . continued to espouse the non-violent civil rights approach of‘Martin Luther

King, Jr. Sanders recalled tﬂhf#critica of the magazine attacked it for
not cbpforming ta their ideas of what a revolutioﬂgfy magazine -should be.

And Eboni was condemned by scile because it would not advocate burning down

o "'During the'urban violences of the late 1960s, Ebony maintained

i

12

.
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its character as a feature, picture magazine. It also continued its role
as an advocate for hhe liberation of black peaople. While other pubfigations

‘advocatad diverse alternatives to civil rights issues, Ebony moved in and
. _ _ .
encouraged blacks to channel their energies into areas which would liberate

~them. After the storms of protesﬁ had subsided, the magazine continued to

»

operate\iﬁ favorable condition, both financially and editorially.

-

!

.Suhmnrx of Conclusions

v ’ .
There 1s convincing evidence that Ebony's civil rights focus

was more extensive following adoption of thHe Civil Rights Act of 1964 than

before the act. In the two-year period before the act, approximately

12 pércent of all articles were related to civil rights issues. In the

3

two-year period foiléwthg the act, however, Approximately 20 percent of all

articles related to clvil.rights issues. A ording to these findings,
St "// ' "
~ £bony puﬁ&ishod‘eight percent more civil rights~related articles after the

~

adoption of the act than before it. This increase seems to {ndicate.

Ebony's growing 'awareness of civil rights issues. ‘ (

<

‘e

Evidence that Ebony gave more space to' civil rights issues aféer

) the act supports observations made by Editors Poinsett and Sande;s. PS‘nsqﬁt

~

recalléd that the range of civil rights auhjgg;s.covered by Ebony increased
- ! L a : . / B . -
vQ after enactment of the '64 act.3_8 Prior to the law, Ebopy had not:carried

many articles dealing with the crises in the hatién'g schools or with black

v

- politics. As a result of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights

« - N % . . .
- Act of 1965, the magazine ggvu'increaqed coverage to both subject areas in

Al

\ .
the latter half of the sixties.

I
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Sanders observed that prior to the act, Ebony tdnded to lump

most civil rights stories under the content category of "RACE." After

” ' v -

the act however, Ebony placed civil rights stories under various content
categories, includindg® "ECONOMICS," "GOVERNMENT," and others. In that
period, civil rights issues pervaded many facets of American life in

addition to race.3

Social, economic, and political trends of the 1960s significantiy
" influenced the range of interest among black readers. Following the act
[}
of '64, more blacks were making news than ever before. Thqu were more

' stories to tall about thd black expexience, and Ebony told those stories.

Evidence also indicates that x served as an aavoé;?b dquring e

' /
the civil rights era of the 1960s. The magazine's primary tool for rec-

ommending chéngas in society was’>the photo-editorial. Some editofials“
published dufing'the peiiod spécifiéaliy called for school desegregation
;nd'f .federal intervention in black voter registration.40 Ebony also
gdlli on stafo and fedorai authorities to redress prqplems-of inadequate

'housing and health care available to blacks throughout the country. - . . "
. . =4 Be . /(/
Ebony was an advocate for the federal implementation of civil

. . . “

rights laws. The most evident example of such advocacy may be observed

‘in its August,'1965 issue devoted to "The whitb\ynoblem.in America."

‘told the world that the Cihil Riqhts Act of 1964 was inadequate

in givinq Blacks the citizenship tights they deservod And more inter- ..

- estingly, tho.maqatinq advocatad that the white American must take the

ot - . . . : . . 4
initiptive to remedy racial injustice if the problem was to be solved. 1
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. \
After thirty-fivelyqars of publication, Ebony is by far the most
widely read black picture magazine ir” the United States.42 In 1979 the
maqazine's guaranteed circu}ation was 1.25 mlillion readers, 87% of whom
were black. Ebony is distributed,in some forty oountries, and it is ‘
recoénizad internationally as a ?black oriented, general,-plcture magazine."
§9221 1; published by.fohnsonAPubL}shlng Coméany, Incorporateq,

which maintains branch offices in New York, Washington, D.C. and Los

Angeles. The company is headquarﬁered in downtown Chicago. 'In addition {

to Ebony, Johnson Publishing Company produces Jat, Black World (formerly
- 1

' -

‘. Negro Digest), Ebony Jr., and Black Stars. Ebony, however, is the most

successful Johnson publication. The magazine's typgcal cdntents include

T

photo coverage of major events in plack socliety, in-depth articles.on famous
»

black personalities, black success stories, sports articles, ck history
writings, and photo-oditorials.

»

: ' B K ) Ebonf's Future
7 ¢ ’ - ’-.-'.‘ X

Ebohy editors, anticipate no change in the magazine's editorial

policy in future years. According to Poinsett, "Ebony will still be stating

the case on behalf of black people and calling a spfade a spad€d." However,
as prioritios of blaék'Amaricana’change, the magazine's editorial content

.

will rtflect those changns._ At Sander! noted, "Ebony will be dealing with

i whatevnr issues siqnificantly affect th9 lives of black people, both _

r

negati and positive."
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