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Abstract

Community edUcation is being utilized by citizens throughout the naion

who have concerns which are not being met by other agencies (public edu-

cation, health and welfare organizatiqns, Av.). Urban Indian people are

a

among those citizens who have developed community education programs in

ofder to address special needs and concerns. Such prograus can be found

throughout the United States in such cities as San Ddego add Palm Springs,

(California) and Albuquerque (New Mexico).. In these and 'other cities,

Indian people have established Indian centers, supplemental edukation pro-

\
grams,, and cultural organizations, all developing.from the community education

philosophy which promotes community involvement and 11long learning.

%
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Community Education and.the Urban 'Indian

, The many forms of community education have helped people all over the

country identify and meet varying.needs: more appropriate educational ex=

perien6es for children and adults, the development of special programs fOr

teenagers and the elderly, work-study programs, andso op. lkie grOup%that

has Utilized ihe community education philosophy is the urban Indian.. Because

the circumstances and, problems of the urban Indian are unique, and are not
*

being met by public education and service agencies, urban Indian People

across the nation have joinedt4ether within their communities and taken

steps io help address their special social, educational, cultural, economic

and political needs.

Indilkn people who find themselves in the city for the first time, and
I.

even those wh#have been in an urban setting for a long period, often find

the city al 'confusing and difficultenvironment. For example, if the Indian

person hai Come from a reservation seeting, he may be used to BIA,,,Public

Health Service, and tribal agencies taking care of many of his educational,

health, housing, legal, and economic needs, and he may be unaware of the

necessity of aealing with utility companies, public schools, medical peisonnel.

,The demands and pace of the city are different from life on the reservation,

and the values of non-Indian society are not only diffetent from, but often
4

4,

cemtradictory to, Indian values.. language may be yet another problym for

some Indian people: they may not speaklEnglish, speaking insteid their tribal

language. The result of the immersion oi Indian people in such a different

eqvironment is very'often cu14ure shock and anomie. Mady Indian peOple have
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lieco nized these and other problems,.and have turne o co inIty ed4cation
.

, 2/
in an effort to alleviate some of the stress of agy
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Community

Indian Centers

Special Needs
r /4

/I
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I

The establishment of Indian cente

utilized to help themselves. India

and serve a multitude of other pu

ls one method)(ndian people have

ters can be and/or sopial,

es as well. ST: Diego, San Francisco,

Santa Barbara, Riverside, San B dino, Chicago, B ston, Albuquerque, and.

many other cities have'Indian ters and orgeniz ions of one sort or another.

These 'centers may be funde niet,philanthropists,

community edFation moni.

r

ough HEW (Indian

r any number of so ces. Each center is unique,

but they all offer the jLeLcatees a place wher they canrelax, stabilize,

and feel the securit

these centers hal.!

1972, p. 421).

at least sone

health clini

meeting other Indian people who have similar problems;

created by Indian pe pli, for"Indian people (Ablon,

thigh them, thie Indian co unity has tried to help "address

e needs of other urban ndian people. Many centers ctffer

4drug and alcohol programs/ GED epurses, birth control clinics,

, 1
.1.

baby.clini lantmage classes, day care,centers, recreation programs, cultural
t 1

k4 1 I

activitie0Whousing and job assistance.. The Indian community did this, not
. ,

.

the pub1210 schools, not the service' agencies, not the MA:

14 example, San FranciscO has a large Indian population with a variety

-0
of )peds. The folloiling is just i partial list of the Indian organizations

4 .
thay help provide services and lifelong learning opportunities for Indians,.
t ....
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and in sone i stances,, for n4n-Indians:

American Indian Center

American Indian Baptist Church

7

Santa Fe Indian Village
4'

Community Education

3 ,

American Indrn Council,of.Santa Clara County

/American Indian Counci). of the Bay Area

Haskpil Institute Alumni
a,

Intertribal Fellowthip House

Four Winds Club

. San JOse Dance Club

American Indian Alcoholics Anonymous

American Indian .Youth Council of the Bay Area

Indian Baseball and.Basketball Teams (Ablon, 1972, p. 418)

'Not all these groups are funded wiih designated community education monies,

but many or all are comprised of community menbers who recognized community

' needs, set goals and objectives, and designed and implemented programs. They

have stepped in and supplenented'services offered by public education and

public agencies.

Education

The public school system is another area where Indian people's special

needs cannot always be addressed, and where community aducation n be

employed to the'benefit ofyl studeN4,4nd community members: Indian and

nonrIndian. For example, the Indian. community of Palm Springs, California

decided that the schools were not addressing the educational and cultural

needs of the Indian children in the area. As a result of this belief,
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Commhnity Education

community members formed committees and'assisted the school' district in

writing a proposaleto be submitted to Washington, D.j. for funding under

the Ind,ian Education Act of 1972. Tbetproposql.was funded, and the.Indian

Education Profect,became pareof the school district Services. The project

4

sugfered its share ofgrowing pains, but is getting.healthier each year; 0

the Indian community is working to see that it remains he'althy. The project

involves the non-Indian.community as often as possible)within certain federal

oanseraints, and it can be safely said that the Indian people are not the

only ones learning from this effort in community education'. Palm Springs'

efforts are not unique: the entire geographic area is surrounded by Indian

popdlations, and each'group has Indian programs in existence.

It should be' remepbered that it is not only Indian children 'who pay have

.special educational.needs. Mexican, Black, Jewish, foreign students, girls,

and the handicapped and learning disabled, to name just a few,.have special

*

educational needs that are sometimes not adequately met by the public school

system. Whether the reason for this is lack of fends .or a lack of trained

personnel,and materials, the situation must be rectified, and community

..4g.education can help to A n so. The.Palm rings Indian Education Project has

accepted the challenge and'responsibility of supplementing .thelteducation pro-
.

vided Indian students by
0.
prepare the students for

the school district in an effort to more adequately

peiticipation in the dominant society, while allowing

them to maintain th0r Indian identity.

What ehen has cot:Enmity education done to help Indian children and adults

succeed in school and in the world? The Palm Springs project staff set up

tutoiing programs utilizing certified teachers; Indian students have access
.



Community Education

5

4, to a..counselor who is interested in them and in,their cu3turet; Itroject staff
.

. #

mikes referrals to agencies in the area. when appropriate; project personnel
. .

. . .

I

help students and parents with omp oyment whenever possible.. ihe project
-

t 00

offers Indian students, Indian community membprs, and non-Indians the oppor-
se ,

tunity for rap and share sessions, thus'providing outlets for communication

among ethnic groups. Additionally, Indian parents and students are involved

in textbook review committees whose emphasis isron bringing 4nto the schools

textbooks
4
and supplemental matertals which present an accurate ccount of the

.*
role of Indian people in the historical and curAnt developmerftoDthe United

States.
,

.
i .

Although Palm Springs is onlvone school district where comFunity developed

Indian education is operating, there are.many others. Similar programs

(Title Ilrand Johnson O'Malley) exist in Orange County, 10Met, Indio, Los

Angeles, Sad Diego (California), and Albuquerque (flew Mexico). All.these

India;-1 programs ancl the countleas others across the nation have had input

'from'the local Indian community beginning with the early.developmental stages

and continuing through the.present. .Changes in focus or content of ihe,pro-

grams are made'according to community needs and desires, feasibility, and

federal constraints. Without community involvelprt these programs would

flounder, and cease to serve the very pe for and.by whom they were developed.

Cultural Maintenance ,

The American Indian has becn misrepresented and devalued throughout the

history"o4 the United States. .Unfortunately
'

this systematic devaluation cdft-
, . . .

. .

tirqies'todayt films, television, books, advertising; newspapers, and ant,i-'

4

Indian groups continue to do injustice to Indian people and their heritage. e



. #

4
V

*Community Education

Although ehis devaluation is certainly not always clrried out maliciously,

the effects are devaptating.

is through the maintenance of

-At least one me :of ccabating these effects

culture. The re$ervation Indian'has a much

epsier time preserving his culture and traditions than does the urban Indian:

tradition and ceremonies surroun&him and are a part of everyday life. The

- urban Indian, on the other hand, ddes not come into contact with Indian

culture and tradition in the same way Indian people on reservations do. As

a result, the urban Indian must strive to maintain his/her culture while

being immersed in the culture of the dominant society.

dommuhity education programs can help urban Indians maintain their cul-

ture by'providing facilities for the display of Indian vrts and crafts, pow
.

' wow grounds, practice 'halls for Indian dance and drum groups, and meeting

-

rooms where Indian ispues can be discussed. These facilities are ofteri pro-

'videa through Indian centers and other Indian programs. These centers and

.

ptogramS offer the urban In'dian a culturia-refuge.

,

Special supplementg Indian education programs (developed at least in

4
%

part 'through community education efforts) offeeperfect opportunities for

'cultural experiences'and the maintenanre of Indian culture. Many of these

cultural experiences are not just for Indian people; the non-Indian community

can be tnvolxed as el1. In Palm Springs, for example-, withly cultural

evenings spctlighte0 .1 particular tribe, and an entire p-rogram 10-16 teveloped
#

around that.tribe, .inclZiding Indian foo&, sorigi, and danres. These programs

met with great success among both the non-Indian and Indian communities, and

qttendance was very high. A great deal of sharing and learning go on at this

type of activity, and fearp and tereotypes are oiten drSpelled. These types

'PO

.1w
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of activitieq are Tine opportunities for community based educatIon to really

work. In Addition, some colleges and.universities offer Indian studies pro-

. grams, and these classes are usually taught by members of it;e Indian communities

in that specific area: San Diego..State University, University of California
. . .

. .

at San Diego, and Los Angeles, and University of New Mexico offer such:courses.-
. ,

% )
.

Indian oriented community education can also help provide protection for

American Indian cultureband heritage...ape Santa Barbara Center of Community

Education and Citizen Partiapation is an organizatioh that has been ingtru-

mental in helping Indian communfty memhers establish the Santa Barbara Indian

Center. It has provided technical assistance, developmental guidance, and

other means of support to the Indian community. Through this assistance,

the Indian celter has been able to organize, ancl has become recognized and

respected in the area. For example, the Center has been involved in a'legal

struggle with the Western Liquified Natural Gas Company over the rights to

sacred Indian land. Although there are laws and groups (e.g., Native knerican

-Heritage Commission) that pTotects Indian lands, big business win continut to

defy the laws ueuss groups like the Santa BarbareIndian Center take'a stand

and fight. - With the help of the Santa,Barhera Center of Community tdbucation,

the Indian Center ane community mem bers (India% and non-Indian) continue to

work together to protect something of extreme tmportance to Indian people,

(deGroot,. 1978, pp. 1 13).

This is only one eample of this type of cultural protection that'has

come about through community action and education. Humboldt, California's

Indian community, has had a confrontation with another big bw.inws:over the
. = .
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desecration and destruction of sacred bUrial sites. 3ndians in Milwaukee

have utilized empty federal buildings that are on Indiail land and set up

community schools and alcoholic half-way'houses.(Bigart, 1973, p. 279).

.Aithonh these efforts havel met with vnrying degrees of success, they still .

remain examples of what can bc done when communities work together to improve

their circumstanC'es.

sCommunity education is one vehicle that Indian people ha'Ve utilized to

provicle ehemselves with soCial and cultural experiences,.supplemental edu-

cational programs, and economic and political prOtection. The many*forms of

community education are working in urban Indian comumnities and mill continue

to do so ip the future: they are the result of Indian people caring, sharing, 4

,
learning, artd growing together.
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