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Statistical Report 79-14 is a description of the state

progrdm for finapcing public schools, in Florida. 'The

report was prepared by the Management Information Ser-

vices Section of the Bureau of Management Systems and

Services, Division of Public Schools,,Florida Department

of Education. For additional informatiQn.contact Chase
Crawford, 275 Knott Building, 904/487-2280.
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ThiSrepOrt eScribes the pirogram for figaricing fmblic,schools
in Florida.' The intent is to supply general information for'.
those having 41/casual interes4,4n state funding of schbols and
more detailed.descriptions for theLschool adMinistrator or the
student of school finance. In addition: tkie document should be
a useful reference for individuals wishing to iden'tify legal
authorization for various portkons of the funding progiam.

I
0

the first seCtion of the report (Introduction.) describes key -

feature6 of,the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)vand
jprovides background informitibn abOut local, state and federal
'support of education in the State.

The second Section (Des'cription of State Ditributi'jj identlfies
legal authorizations, outlines the r9quirements for jarticipation,
'Jidefines terms, 'and describs the current formula7 for distribAting
state funds to public schOols".

41
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JNTRODUCTI.0 N 9

1 ,

Traditionally state adéneles have distributed ddllars to school
-4distritts by fornvilastased upon instruction units or special
services.' In 1973, the Florida. Legislature passed the Florida
Educatton Fit/lance Program (FEFP):Which thansed the focus for

4

funding education-it the State. The.intent of he law is:

"To guarantee to each student' in t e Florida
public school system the availabtli y of pro-

.' Agramsiand servicesappropria.te to hi educa-
tionarh-needhichscare substantially qual to
those available to any similar student notwith-.
standing geographic differences and varying,
.local economic factdrs." Section"236.01,2(1), F.S.

"

I.

The key featu're 'of the finance program is to base financial
suppdrt for education upon\the individual student.participating.
in a particular educational program rather than upon the numbers,
of teachers or classrdoms.. FEFP funds are generateWay multipy-
ing the number of full-t(me equivalent students (FTE's) in each
of 26 educational programs by cost factors to obtain weigheA
FTE's. WetghtedTTE's aie then multiplied by a base studen.6
allocation and'by a district cost differential to determine
the ba'siC ahlount for the operation of the varitus programs%
Program cost'fictors are'determined by the LegislatUre and repre-
sent relative Cost'4ifferences among the FEFP programs.

To provide equalization of educational opportunity,in'Florida, the
FEFP formula recognizes (1) varying program cost factors, (2).cAs-
'tritt cost differentials, (3) differences in per student cost
for equivalent-educational programs due totsparsity and dispersion
of student population, and (4) required local effort.

The following paragraphs provide background information regafding
financial support for educatfon in Florida. The information
relates to state, local and federal sources of suppprt for public
education in the,'state. The school districts of Florida received
53.2%,of their financial support of.schools from state sources,
36.6% from local sources and 10.2% fi-om Federal sources for
1976-77,

State Support --: Funds for state suriport to sclmool. districts are .;,provided primarily 0 legislative appropriatlons. The major
,proportion of state support is distributed under the provisions
of the Florida Education Finance Program (FE4). The distri-
'bution of state futds is describbd in detail fh the "Description
of State Distribution" section of this document.

,
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Capital outlay funds to the districts are provided in two section's
of the Constitution of the State of,Florida. Article XII, Section
9(d), cif the State Constitution', provides.a stated amount'to each P

district annually from proceeds of licensing of Motor vehicles,
Article XII, Section 9(a),,of the State Constitution, provides that
school aistricts may share in the proceeds from gross utilities
taxes as prov.ided by legislative allocation.

'In addition to the basic FEFP, funds are a.ppropriated for
Ategorical. programs. There dre also.five special allocations
with funds.for erivironmental education programs, for instructional
materials for the visually handicapped, for adult community

. instructional services, for school volunteer programs, and for
aompensatory education progrAms.

066.r State Support -- Racing Commission.fundgoare distribiited to
each county commission in equal amountp. Many'county commissions
share this revenue with school districts according to Legislative
Acts of local application.

Local Support -- LOcal.revenue for school support is derived
primarily fiom real and personal property taxes. 'Thereitre no
local non-property taxes levied specifically for schools. Each
oç the 67 school districts. in the State, is a *county-wide district.

Each school board desiring to participate in .the state allocation
of funds for current,operation Of schobls may levy up to 8 mills of
tax on the non-exempt'assessed valuation of property for the current
operation of the sdhools. Each board must levy the millage rate
.specified as the required local effort; for 1978-79 this rate is
6.4 mills. Under present law the minimum rate is set each year
by the Legislature:

In addition, qualified electors may vote an additional millage levy
for operation and capital outlay purposes for a period not to
exceed two.years. Tax levies for debt service are in addition tok
the levies for current operation but are limited by State Board of
Education Rules to 6 mills except with specific State Board approval.

Qualified electors may.vote for a.local bond issue to be retired
1.30.57 a millage levy. State Board of Education Rules prohibit-school
districts fr,Om issuing school bonds in excess of 10% of the
nonexempt asse'ssed.valuation of the distFict,without specific
State Board aPP royal.

Federal Support -- The State Board of Education must approve plans
for cooperating.with.the Federal government in carrying out any
phase of the.educational program in whicti it Ands cooperation
.desirable,and Must provide for the proper admilhfstration of funds
apportioned.to the State from Federal.appropriations. Ths State
Board-is.reSponsible fox prescribing rules covering all contracts
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or agreements made witti Federal agenclei; by tax-supported public.
achools. All funds accruing from contractslentered into by a
district school board.and,a Fed4ral agency, pursuant to rules of
the Board, must be accoUnted for as Prescribed Dy the State
Boar..

aNt

The Commissioner is responsibll for recomMending ays 6f cooperating
with the Federal government on any phase of the ducational program
in which cOoperation is delrable. The Commiss oner recommends
policies for,administering funds appropriated rom Federal sources.'
to the State for any educational pur ose provides forqgthe
execution of plans and, E/rplicies app o ed y the State Board..

3

Local school districts receive funds,from the Federal government
directly and through the State a's an adminiSterink agency. Local .

sdhool.districts may receive federal funds from various agencies
such as the Department of Labor; Veterans Administration;. Department,
of. Interior; Department of Health; Education, and Welfare; Office of
Economic Opportunity; Department of Defense;"and Department of
Agriculture.

ExaMples of Federal.legislation under whidh local school districts may
receive revenue are:

Adult Education Act, Title III,- PL..91-6004444mended
Civil Rights Act, PL 81-920, as amended
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title JV, PL-88-352..

f

Comprehensive Employment-Training Act of 1973, PL 93-20
Economic Upportunsity Act of 1964,, Neighborhood Youth Corps,

PL 88-452
Education for All Handicapped Children Act, PL 94-142
Education of the Handicapped, PL 91-230
Education Professions Development Act,'PL. 90-35, Part B-2
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of-1965Titles I;

IV-B, VIC, VI, and VII, PL 89-lo, aa amended
. Emergency School Assistance Prokram, PL 9-380

Federal Communications Act (ETV Facilities), PL 87-447
Head Start, PL 91-177
Higher Educat1on Facilities Act of 1963, PL 88-204
National Forest Funds, PL 83-690 -

National School Lunch.Act of 1946, PL 79-396, as_amended
School Assistance (Contruction) in.Federally Affected

Areas, PL 81-815, as,amended
a School Assistance (Current Operation) in Federally Affected

Areas,, PL 81-874, as amended
Veterans' Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, PL 82-550,

as amended
Vocational Education Act f 1963, as amended by

PL 94-482 and. 95-40

This report.-addresses th,ef. f,u.nditigotpublic K-12 and adult
edudation administered. by- #1.t. schpordistricts in the State. It
does.not describe financialupport.of the community colleges
nor of the universrties

'-
3
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DE S CR I P T.I ON OF

STATE DISTRABUTIGN

FLORIDA EDUCATION FINANCE PROGRAM

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION -- Sections 23q.012-236.68, Florida Statutes $

4
1978-79 APPROPRIATION $1,182,449,028 Total

1,050,490,318 'For K through 12 programs

111,958,710 For. 'adglt programs

. _

REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION -- Each districi participating in the

'.'..state'velopropriations for the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP)

must provide evidehce of its effort tO maintain an'adequate school

'program throughout the district and must meet at leastthe following

requiremen,ts: 1

(I) Maiatain adequate, and accurate recordsilincluding a system

of internal accountg for individual-schools, and file

with the Department of,Education, in correct and,proper:

form, on or before the date que, each annual.or'periodic

report which is required by the Rules of the Stnte Board.

(2) Operate all schools for a term ofNat least 180 actual

teading days or the equivalent on an hourly basis. Upon

written application, the State Board may prescribe proce-

duxes for'altering 'this requirement.

(3) ProvAde written contracts for all instructional personnel'

and require not less than 196 days of service for all

members.of the instructional staff.

(4) Expena funds for salaries in accordance with a salary '

schedule.or schedules adopted by the School Board in

accordance with the provisions of the law and Rules of' v4

,the State Board.

(5) Observe all-requirements of the State Board relating to

the preparations adoption,'and execution of budgets for

the district school system.' .

(6) Levy the requirea local effort millage rate (6.4 mills'Aor

1978-79) but no more than 8 mills on.the nonexempt assessed

valuation of the district, exclusive of the district millage

voted for operation and cipitaroutlay purposes 'under the

provisions of Article'VII, Section 9(b), of the Constitu-

tion of the State of Florilla and for required debt services

under the provisions of Afeticle VII, Section 12, of the

COnstitution of the State of Florida. In addition an amount

equal to $120 for each post-secondary vocational student

is to be added to and become a part of the required local

effort for each district,.

4
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(7) Maintain an ongoing systematic evaluation of the
educational, program needs'of the district and develop

. a comprehensive annual and long-range /Alan for meeiing
the needt4

DEFINITUINS The.followiqg statements define terms used in.the
Florida EducatiOn Finance Program. ..

41

Membership hour -- A membetship hour ib sixty minutes of the
district's instructional prOgram is defined by the district school
boaid. Instructional periods other than sixty minutes should be
converted to Iwo-place decimal form. For example, a student with,
six periods of 55 minutes (.917 hour) would be in membdrship 5.52/10,
hours per. day.

0.

Full-time equivalent student-.- The following statements define a
full-time equivalent (FTE) student in accordance with the provisions
of the FEFP:

(1) A full-time student in any of the.programs-listed in the .

FEFP. ,
,

(a) Kindergarten - rade 3 (regular session)

,z"

One student'on thee membership ioll of one 'school
program or24 combination of school-programs for
five school*days (onè school week) or the equivalent

14. consisting of.not I,esS than 20 net hours.
-

(b) Kindergarten .-- Grade 3 (double sessiori)

One'student onthe membership roll cif one scbool.
program or a combination of school programs for
five' school days (one school week) or the equivareht
of not less than 17 112 net hours.

(c) Grades 4-12 (regular session)

One stAdellt on the membership roll of one school
program or a combination of sclapol programs for-five
sdhool days .(one school week) or the.equivalent
'consisting of not less than 25 net hours, .

(d) Grades 4-12 (double session)

One student on the membership roll of one schobl
program Or. a 'combination of school programs for
'five scho ys (one school week) or the .equivalent
consisting. of less than 22 1/2 net hours.

(2),.% A combination of full-time or part-time students in one of
the programs listed in 4he FEFP which asi the equivalent of
one full-time student, based on the following calculations.

C
if

4,

........
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.(t) A full-;time sttdent, exdeptpostIsecondari.tnd
adUlt,' ,11 a coMbinttron.of progtams li0e?kin the
FEFP shall be a ftaction°of'a fullrtime.emiivalent
membership .in each prograni.equal to the,nuOer of het

,
hours-per week for,which he iq-a membe 14ded by
25. 4

4;;,1.,

(b) A-student in the basic half-day kinder
program-of not less thae.12-1/2.net hoirs
earn 1/2 of.a full-time equivalent mem Ors

,

(c) -A part-time student; except poOt-secondityethd I .

Adult, Shall be a fractiOn 9f-a full-time*uivaIent
membership in,each basic and special progptm equal to
.the fiUMber of net houts or illajor'fraction thereof
per week for Whiech he is a, member. diVided'by 25.

r

(d) All postsecondary and.adult'studentshall be a
portion.0 fuil-time equivaleq.membership in
each sped1,41 progrank equal to th*net hours or
major fraaloh"thereof per fiscE&year for.which hei I 0
is a inetber, divided by 900.

,For the purposes of,calculating the full-time equivalent student'
membership,- a student is considered in membershinb until he with-

draws until,the sixth consecutive schooA day of his absence.
4

Full-time equivalent _student membership in programs scheduled for

more than 180 days shall be limited to special exceptional student,
vocational-technical, and adult general iducation progrims andllto-

'basic programs offered for promotion or-aourse credit instruction,
provided that promotion poricies do not ificlude reinedial,

enrichment, or recreational activities.

Residents Of Sunland Centers and mental health institutions may
gyierate furi-time equivalent membership and,participate in public

s hool programs when it is the desire of the school district and if

4 tl students meet the criteria for participating in the -FEFP.

Programco4t factor -- The Legislature established cost factors
based on relitive5 cost difterencesamong the 26 programs. The cost

factors for the vocational-technical adult supplemental Programs
wer%created for 1978-79 to reflect 80% of the,1978-79 vocational-
technical job preparatory program cost factors. The program cost
factor for graqes K through 3 retains at 1.23 tb continue the
emphasis on early childhood programs.

1.0
6
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Basic Programs

lindergarten and GraAs 1, 2, nd
rades 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, an0 9

Grades 10-1 11, and 12
Educatignal Alternatives.

-

Exceptional Student Programs...,

Educable mentallY retarded
.Trainable mentally retarded :

Physically handicapped
Physical & occupational therapy
1, part-time

Speech and hearihjg therapy, part-time
Deaf

.

Vocational-TechnicalcPrograms

Cost gAztor

1.234
1.00
1.09
2.00

. 2.26
2.91
3.40

6.47.
9.19
3:92

Visually handicapped, part-time 10.40
Visually handicapped 3.64
Emotionally disturbed, part-time 1.6.98
Emotionally disturbed

. 3.59
"Specific learning disability, part-time 6.68
'Specific learning.disabiality 2.33
Gifted, part-time
Hospftal &homebound, part-lime.

2.91
14.14

.Profoundly handicapped 6.50

S.

k

W Job
1 /.Preparatory

Adult j
Supplement

Vocational Education I 3.76 3.01
Vocational Education II 2.44 1.95
Vocational Education III 2.03 , 1.62
Vocational 4ducation IV 1.61 1.29

/ Vocational Education V 1.44 1 .415

Vocational Education VI 1.06 0.85

Adult General Education Programs

Adult1Basic Edtcati,on & gdult
High School, y.21

_Base student allOcation The base student allocation is deter-
t mined annually by. tge Legislature. For the 1978-79 school.fiscal

year, the base-student allocation is $899.27. However, this
allocation may be adjusted 'upWard if the appropriation eXceeds the
total amount,earned by school districts. This allocation
maY-be adjusted downward in the event that the appropriation 'falls
short of-the tOtal amount earned by school districts by means
of prorating the FEFP allocation as described later. Howeveirsince
separate appropriations were made for thrOUgh 12 and aduit'prosrams,
'different base student allocations may/exist for each%

ft
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/
FORMULA FOR DITRIBUTING,STATE DOLLARS

Overview -- The BASIC AMOUNT FOR CURRENT OPERATION under the FM)
for each district is determined in the following manhér: 4

FTE X
program
cost
factors

..1 weighted x
'FTE

base.

studedt
allocation

r
(not appropriated (

+ I for 1978-79) ' X
(sparsity supplement'
I.

, 4.

district cost
diffmrenttal

factor

guaranteed'
minimdM level
funding (1978-79)

1. the full-time equivalent student mepbership-in each
program;,multiplied by

2. the cost lactor for etch program; Minus
3. ineligible weighted FTE;. multiplied by
4. the base student allocation factor; plus
5. the spaesity suSplement (notAppropriated for 1978-79);

.multi.plied by

. BASIC AMT.

FOR CORRElir

OPERAT1011..:.

6. , the distiict .cost diiferential factor; plus
1. the guaranteed minimum level funding (nO loss or hold

harmless)
,

.

4* the FtFP ALLOCATION foe tile education is
determined in the following manner:

#

BASIC .

AKIUNT .FON.

CURRENT
OPERATION

rluirel

ocal
effort

STATE SHARE

BASIC WIWI FAA
CURRENT ovtRATION

4----41.
adjustments

FEFP

ALLOCATION

frOm the basic amount for currefit operation, subtract
2% the required local effort;
3. to the-temainder, which is the state share oif 'the basic

adOunt for current operation-, add or ,14.btrqct Sly applicable

adjustments
"

. The TOTAL STATE ALLOCATION fon the support of pubiic education is
determined in the following'manner:

FE0
ALLOCATION

categorical

Program
fOnds .

Special
allocations

comprehensive school
construction, capital.
outlay. & debt service
funds (constitutional)

1. / to-the FEFP allocation; add-
,

.2. the categoridal program funds; add
3. .tny special allocations due; add
4. the constitutional capital outlky and debt service-.

TOTAL ,

STATE

ALLOCATION

8

19
A.,

(s

. .
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_ The followiqg paragraphs wore falf-degcribe each'step in the .

.,ifund-ing.formulae -Vie component(s). o/ the formula being described
. ,. wt1l be preceded by the approprrate tmx(es) from the'formula..

- Any agseciated.box(es, from.thW.formula will be show in star
,

s.,
/

. - . . , ,
." i.- t-eMon' 236:0SI(400T Flo.rida" Statutes, specifies,,t fula-tim0

.1.. " ' 4ecluivileral.m,ercp4rOtp. is : termined in the .following mender.-
). .

.

Miring 'eadir otexetd1 oo' wees during the fiScal year, a pro-
.

. -.. gram membership surVey of each.school-is made by each.district
by aggregating the full-time equiyalent student* membership of '"

r .

,..
eaptiprogramby-Sdl, district. .r ..-

.
. .

0 g

a , .e . .

V 4. ' . O. . 0 w.
V

.11.1 di'Spr,i'Ct's.Aill-time equlyalent membeeship is ,computed and
7 ....maintain0d:in acpeedande4witbrpes:Of the ,State Board.

.

,.

.t .

Section'071,041(3), State-Board of Education 'fillelt, establishes'that
.

,

during.the yeal..., at least fourfull-time equivalent siudent'membership
- survey's are-condated.under the admlnistrative directidn of and on '

thepthedule provided by the commissioner. Secton 236.081(1)(a),
.P.S. specifies that the numberpt fullrtime- equivalent student membe'r-o:..

. ship surveys shell,not.exceed nine in a fiscalyear.
\....--,'

'11

A

The Commissioner ha the authori* to est blish' for any School
.district or school: an alternate period for full-tLme.equivalent. .

' student memberstrip survey within six weeks su sequent to the .

:regulwr statewide survey period. Lvidence must be submitted by the
itm,school.district indicating 1in abqprmal fluctuation in student
memliership octurred at the time .df the,statevAde.stirvey period.
°The Commissioner must limit his consideration. of "abnormal
fliictuatiiin" to changes of more than 25% in any school or 5% in an.Y.,
district between the full-time equivalent Student membership at
the time of the regular statewide'survey and the alternate period.
.The.."abnormal fluquation" must' be caused by*factons such as
.major student boydotts; civil disturbances; in- or out-migratioh
in agr.icultural, industriai-, or federal installations-or contrac-
torsot providential eauses beyond the control of.the district
school board.

Students in a program scheduled for less than 180 days shall be a
fraction of full-time equivalent membership based upon the ndmber of
scheduled aays divided by 180.

00

For the.purpose of calculating fhè full-tiMe equivalent,student
membership, a student is eligible if both of the following Condi-
ti,ons are satisfied

; (1) The student.is in program'membership at,least one dy.y
diving the survey, and

(2) The stddent'is.in attendancerat least one of the days bf
the survey,or one of the six days preceding the survey
on-which students were in attendance in schopl.

9
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The:FTE 1st multiplied by the appropriate program cost factor to
produce weighted-FTE for each,program. The 26 programs identified
by the'Legislature are arranged into areas cohsisting of (1)

. basic programs,.(2) exceptional student programs',.(3A vocational.
teohtical programs for job preparatory students, (4) vocational- .*,

technical programs for adult supplemental'students, and (5) adult
general eaucation programs: The Cost factors identified for the,
programs range from 1.00 for grades 4-9 basic to a high of 14.14 for
hospital and,homebound parime students.

* program *

* cost *

* factors *
weighted

FTE

P
The Leilslature-placed the following-constraints or cans on
the le'vel of state support in certain of the program areas: .

(1) The only limit specified for the basic programs is for
the Educational Alternatives program.'. This program's :

weighted full-time-equivwlent student .membership'must
not exceed 23,000.

(2) 'The weighted full-time-equivaleht student membershAp tn
,exceptional student programs must not exceed 224,792.':.

(3) The weighted. full-time equivalent student membeiship in
vbcational-technical programs must not exCeed 207,753:.:

(4)- The weighted full-time equivalent student membership
in vocational-technical programs'for adults must not
exceed 92,003. Of this amount no more than 12,650'
may be utilized for vocational-technical adult supple-
mental programs. or .

k (5). The weighted fp11-time equivalent student membership
in the adult basic education and adult high School programs
must not exceed 37,444.

In administering.the maximums, the Department reviews each district's
program and needs with eap scheduled student membership survey
and reassigns the authorized weighted thembership within the
maximums provided. Reassignment prioriires,go to those districts
with the lowest Incidence of progiams to stkidents identified to'
be in need bf such programs.

10
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Wi.th respect 1O.the,Viiqually ant.lica ped partrtimeiprogram, upon
request of a school Amard in ny dis riet or mUltfliistrict area
in which at least flIve Otuden s 4re- receiving an appropriate'
program, the departmentmay ssign hree 'unwsighted.FTrs'for
this program untilstiWtime as.mor than three are genqrated.

In any district ip'whi4h the
thip multipliA0 by theiappro
assigned maxaum sueiliexc'e
ship is coMpuiied atia eost

.
,

Examples of administetling t

aetlual
riate

s full
actor

u117time eAuiyalent member-:
st'factors exceeds the

tlime equivalent stuglent member-
1.00.

miXimums can be found in Appendix B.

* * * *

. * program *

" cOst * X
* factors *
* * * *

'

base

student
allocation j

. . /.
.

The base stupent allocation is determinc2d annuallyby the Legisla-'
ture. For the'19/13-70 school fiscal year, the base student
talocatjonris $899.27%

* base *

* student * dh

allocation
* * * * *

(not appropriated 1
for 1978-79)

sparsity 'supplement'

Annually, in an amount to be determined by the Legislature, soMe
.school districts will qualify for a' sparsity supplement.' For
.1978-79, the Legislature appropriated no funds for the sparsity
supplement. The factor Of extra cost to school districts due to-
sparsity_of pupil populat on tor-equivalent educational programs',

, is computed as follows:

1101.8919
2,700 plus the

Sparsity factor = sparsity index
ot the di§trict

minus 0..1101

Districts with a sparsity index of 1,000 or less are computed
as hkving a sparsity. index of 1,000 and districts having a spailsity
index of 7,309.and above are coMputed as having a sparsity factor
of 0.

The district sparsity index is computed by dividing the total
number of full-time equivalent students in all programs in the
district by the number of'senior high school centers in the district,
not in excess of three. The senior high school cente 'bust be
approved as permanent centers by a survey made by the Jipartment
of Education.

(not appropriated ' J district Cbst
1 for 1978-79) 1

,sparsity supplement,
X differential

factor
*ea.

11
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Next*, the district 'eft differential factor is applied t the'lorm la.
The cost different4 'factors range from a low of 0.9412 to
a high of 1.07160. ,
Vocational Equipment --4 Ot the amount generated by weig ted full-
time equivalent students in 1978-79 in vodational progra sl

l

.1

$6,000,000 is relquired to be earmarked solely for the p rpose
of'purchasingequipment for vocational classes. These unds .

shall be allocated on a weighted vocational ful14-tiine e uivalent,
student bas.i.s, An.additional $6,200,000 of Federal Voe tional
Funds-are also earmarked tor the replacer4nt and updati g of
vocational education equipment..

4

* ***** ***
* district cost * ,

* differential * 711-

* factor t
* * * ***** *

guaranteed
minimum level
funding (1978-79)

4 BASIC ANT.
FOR CURRENT
OPERATION

A guaranteed:mintmum level of flAnding (no-loss ot,hóld-harmless
provision) is added which guarantees that each ,district will receive.
a minimum increase of 7.25% in total potential funding per full-
time equivalent student in 1978-79 over the total funding avialable
per full-time equivalent student in 1977-78.

The 1977-7g 'total funding-available is determined lay*(1) full-
time equivafent students, (2) multiOiedby the respective pro-
gram cost factors, (3) minus the'respective ineligible weighted
full-time equivalent students, (4) multiplied by the base student
allocafion; (5) multiplied by the diStrict cost differential,
(6Y minus any prorated-amount-less-adjustmen,t, (7).plus the
calculated yield of the actual non-voted millage lev4ed in 1977-78 on
95% of the 1977 officifinal tax roll Ior school purposes.

'Die 1978-79 total potential funding available is determined by (1)
the full-time equivaledt students, (2) multiplied by the respective
program cost factors, (3) minbs the respective ineligibie weighted
kfull-time equivalent students, (4) MuAiplied by'the bade student
allocation, (5) multiplied by the district, cost differential,
(6) minus any prorated-amount-less-adjustment, (7) plus
post-secondary vocational fees,-plus the calculated yield of
eight mills as applied to 95% of the 1978 officral final tax roll for
school purposes.'

12 /
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The actual allocation 'tor guaranteed minimum level funding
is óomputed br adding the 1977-78. FEFP dollars before prior

. year.adjustmentS to the nonT.voted millage levied on- 954of
the taX roll. This total id, (1) divided by unweighted FTE

! t - from.that 1977-78 FEFP. computation, (2) multiplied by the
'i unweighted FT. in the 1978-79 estimated program,'and (3)

increased by 7.25%. To this base is compared a total of, .

the gross FEFP dollars from this computation, and 8 .mills
0. times 95% of the 1978 estimated tax'roll, plus.post-secOndary,

vocational.fees., If the 1.atter t.dtal is 'less than the bae,
the dif.ference is the guaranteed minimum' level funding.

Those districts qualifying for guaranteed minimum'level funding
for 1978-79 generally had a non-!exempt assessed.valuatiOn pelf
full-time equivalent student amount which, was not incteasing as
much as the state average-andliker\a district cost differential
which w*as decreasing. Those sehool dist4icts with b.-nonexempt
assessed valuation per weighted.full-time equivalent student .

which exceeds the state average by more thaZ 20% are ineligible
ibor any guaranteed minimum level fudding.

1

The di
amount
that ea
Educati
manner:

* *

* BASIC ** * required

--* CURRENT *

* SM-E. SnARE
local * BASIC AKA' r?:

. * CURRE7 OPERAI;ON* OPERATIO1 *
* * * * * *

effort %

_

rict required 11110,1 effort is subtr ed from.the. basic
o current operation. The amount (required local effort)
h district must provide toward fie cost 6yhe'Florida
n Finance, Pr's:3gram shall be calculated.in t e following

The Department of Revenue on or before July 10, based on the
latest available data obtained from the local property appraisers,
certifies to the Commissioner of Education its most recent estimate
of the nonexempt assessed valuation of each school Oistrict for the
turrent calendar year. The Commissioner,4. upon receipt of the data,
calculates each district's required local: efiforttykomputing 95%.
of the district's nonexempt assessed valuation for school purposes.
and multiplying this product by the miq-age rate prescribed in
the current yeaVs general appropriatiofi act, whith for 1978779 is
6.4 mills.



0.
t

In addition, an amountequal,to $120 'for each pogt-secoadiry
vocational unweighte0- full-time equivalent student is to
.be added to and_becolhe a part of.the required 19caj effort .

for eabh.diseAct. Because of a separate adult FEPP
- appropriation, this $120 fee is.the required local effort fo
adult,programs. ,"

* STATE SHARE :

* BASIC.AMOUNT FOR
* CURRENT OPERATION *

* * ****** * * *

adjostMents
FEFP

ALLOCATION

.Prorated Amoonnt Less Adjustment If the, funderipproPriated
for the totad program-fall shOrt.of ttotal amount (milled
by the school distriCts, a procedure for proratfhg
ava4lable funds Is established)to insure maintenance of the
equedization principle.. .

Prior,Year Adjustment.--/A Provision is. also'added to
authorize the Department-td!make prior-year adjustments in, the

- allodation of.lunds to a district for arithmetical erYors,

assessment roil change full-time equivalent student. member-
ship errors, or 14loca on errors revealed in an.audit report;

*** ** .

FE
*, I categorical

*.ALLOCA ON" Program
funds

:Categoeicaa prgripm fUnds are added:to the basic FEFP program
-funds distributed to distriCts. These categorical approprla-

., tipns may be fundid as gederal.and tranitiohal categorical .

programs.- It ts,t4e intent of the'Legisrature that nci
transitional eategorical program.be funded for more than four
fiscO years froM the date of original. authorizatiOn. The
1978-79 categorical,prOgiams are listed below:.

Legal
Authorizatibn

228.071
236.122
228.195
23,6.088
236.083
233.067

229.832 ,

1

General Categorical,Programs

Program
Title

Community Schools .

Instrifetional Materials
School Lunch Programs
Student pevelopthent Services,
Student Transportation
,Comprehensiv Health' Education Program

/

TransitionalCategOrical ProArams

RegiOnal Diagnostic-Resource\Centers

14
,4

1978-79
Appropriation zet,

$ 1,896,000
20,001,419
3,953,239
16,706,156-
51,520,415
1,016,709

Qt.

652.965
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Any special allocation otostate dollars to districts is added .

to the amount didtributeCto districts. -Cneguch.allOcation is
the DistrictInvironmental Education Act, of 1973 (S4ZTIon 229.8055,,
FS) ass amended in 1975. This act speciftes that eaCh district

.

school board, and each-school. principal through'the district school,/
board, may submitto ihe Commissioner a proposed program designed,'.
to effectuate an eNempliry environmental education pAiram in the
district. An practice, most school districts have partidipated in
the program each year and Project funding, has ranged frnm $500
to nearly $30,000,.

At,

Another example is the.provision of instructional mtite4als for 4

the visually handicapAed ol the State,as provided-id. Section 133.0*6,
Florida.Statutes. ThiSapprOriation iS for the support of an 4.

instructional materials center toprovide materials'for the viittialy
handicapped throughout the State.

,

The Commissionerohas developed procedures for the distribution, 9f
Adult Community Instructional Service Program funds- to the varibus
school estricts and community ,colleges, giving consideration to
4need, target population, e*isting or.potential duplication of effort,
estimated costs and appropriate fees to be charged." The
regiodal coordinating councils play a role.in determining 4e
distribution of these funds. Priority is given to those Programs
that intrude arrangement for the cooperative use.of facilities
and resources of other public or private institutions, Agencies,
and.organizations. These:funds are for the support of *tucational
activities, courses,.and programs based upon significant community
problems related to the environment, health, safety, huiman relations,
government, cHoild rearing, and coyumer economics.

The third special allocation is /or the State Compensatory-Education
Supplement with k 1978-79 appropration of $261500,000. This
program takes note of the requirsments within he "Educational
Accountabiliky Act of'1976".relating.,to the provision of special
remedial programs tor students bedkifse of inability to meet
minimum basic skIl1,s, audtestablishes a 'state program,to
provide supplemental funds to each 'schobl_district for the
purpose ofleirect remedial instruction'for these students.

,

The program provides that the funds appropriated annually by the
Legislature be allocated roportionately to Bach school district
on fhe basis of the numb of stidents in Grades 3, 5, 8, and 11
whOse scores on.the'state i st,jident assessment t sts are at
the 25th percentile'dr.below.

4 ,

In order to receive its.allocated funds, 'each school district
must submit a plan to the Department of .Education siescribing*its proposed program,. including a summary of all remedial And
compensatory instruction to be provided from all souxces of funds:
federal, stikte or'local.

Ws.
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Each application by a districiImilst cOntain an'assurance that
the funds will not be used in a supplantive manner, and that
the program will not result in er-:decrease of an'y state, local
or federal funds whichshave been available for the education dl

. such students.

The Co issioner prepares and transmifs to the Legisiature, prior
to 'J ry 10-of each year, a report showing the number of students
participating in approved programe; the extent-to-which ichieve-
ment has increased, the programs which Opear t be most
successtul, and an analysis ol the experfditur f unds by-

.

diztria:

The piogramkfurther requires that,, beginning with tnt 1978-76
school year, the Commissioner, evaluate ;the cost-effectiveness of
the'dietrict,Compensatory Education Programs which have i?eéri in

soperatiot for two or more, years', and :terminate state.funds. for
the five prograrhs determined to be,the least cost-effecfive each year.,

JAI

. I 1

cOmprehensive school .

I 1
TOTAL

* special * 4_ construction..capital : STATE.

allocations * ' ,outlay, I. debt service 4LOCATIO%
.

. : funds (constitutional:1
c_

Article XII, Section 9(a), of the Constitution of the State of
, A

.Florida And 8ection 235.435, Florida Statutes, provide comprehensive
school constiuction and debt service funds ta Florid& school
districts, along with specified amounts to.the'goardslaf Trustees

Communfty Colleges, the'Board of Regents and the B6ard of Trust es
'of the Florida School-tor the Deaf and the Blind. The State Boar
Education may allocate up to the amount authofized for ariproved
capital outlay projects. ,

For 1878-79, $89,564,508 has been appropriated for approved capital
otitlay projects.foeschool districts. Of this amount $13,057,159.
is tO be alloatted among certain school districts to be e*ended
on area vocational-technical centers;, $2,591,199 allocated to.
the school boards of Marion and Levy Counties for a multi-county
tgh school; $673,895 allocated for certain public broadcasting
facilities; $67,242,255 allocated to the 67 school districts'as ,

provided inpkRter 235.435, Florida Statntes.

The annual allocation to each district is determined as follows:.
')

(1) Determipe'the cost of the projected'schbol plant, needs,
the fi've-year projecteA debt service needs on voted ad
valorem bonds, and the expenditurts of ad valorem taxes
in excess of 10 mills for each district for the past
five years. Funds budgeted from,current id valorem
tax revenue will not be considered in determining
the unmet need. (See Section 235.435 (1), F.S.)

16
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- .

Determine.the prOjecte'd additional resburces,available
urinprihe 'provision's of Section DC.d), Article XII of the
Stite Consti'tution as amended in 1972, and the prOjected
amount availabie-to eabh district from,other.fund sources
aftocated.for school construction.

.

,(3) From the coéis of tlie projectea scho61 plant and 5-year
'projected debt servcce neseds oci local bond issues for
each district, subetact theAlwjected additional-
resources available and.add the expenditure of ad valorem
_t.gx0s in excess of 10 mills. The iesult represents
the estimated cost of unfunded school plant and debt serviie
needs fpr each.district.

(4) The fends are allocated'Ao the respectivedistricts
in proportion to their percentagedof the state"toUl
,of unfunded:school plant and debt service needs.

Relocatable facilities(Section 235.2110 F.S.), -- Upon the request
of a district School bgarC: the State Board of Education; provides
reloCatable .educatiOnal-facilities for use-at school centers where
there is an immediate r.need for pupil stations and where there is .0

reason to believe the:pupil population will not remain stable.

The Department is empowered and directed to provid* systems-based',
modular, relocatable- facilities and to-purchase or contract for
purchaSe of such modular relocatable faciltes.- The ownership of
such facilities rests: with the State 'Board, and they are loaned to
district school boards for use as instructional Sacilities.on a
pupil-station-need basis.

Article XII, Sectiom. 9(d), of the Constitution of'the State of
Florida provides caVital outlay and debt service fuhds for school
districts. It spedifies that the first proceeds of the revenues
derived from the licensing gf motor vehicles-shall be distributed
annually among theschool districts in the rafio of the number

instructiom units. These funds may be pledge4 for the payment
of State Board of Education bonds '(see Appendix I).

,For distribution purposes, the 1967-68 school fiscal year was
established.as a base year with districts receiving $6.00 per

/ rnstruction unit up to the 1967-68 total and $800 per instruction
' unit for those units above the base. The units beyond the base

are designated "growth units." .

Section 236.602(1), Frorida Statutes, specifies the procedures for
computing, instruction units ,trom FTE's. Tne number of current
instruction units in districts is computed annually by,the
'Department by multiplying the number of full-time equivalent students
in each district,,.by the program cost factors (Seetion'236.081(1)Xc),.
Florida,Statutesl.and di'viding by twenty-three, except that all-
basic proigram cost factors shall be one, and the special program
cost factors for hospital and homebound part-time and for adult
community,service shall be zero.

Any portion of the fund not expended during any fiscal year may
be carried forward.

a


