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ABSTPACT - '

| A study ba«ed on supplementary questions in the,
October 1978 ;urren+ Population Survey Tevealed an imgroved job
situation amofg 0.S. you*h= becth in and out of school, but it showed
dropouts and *hose from low-income fanilies a+ a distinct
disadv.antage. Overall, the nupber of employed youths (age 16-24)
increased by 1.1 nill*on from October 1937 to October 1978 although
*hat segment of the popula*ion increased by less than 300,000. Most. ’

of the increase !n the stwden* labor force was accaounted for by "high

sciool =tudents. The larqge di fferences between the labor force
participation rates of black and white youth (students and
-nonstudents) .persisted or increase¢d. The unemplcyment rate for
dropouts was more *han double ¢hat of high school graduates and three
tines that of college gradua*e!. Youths from lower income families
vere less likely to be in the laber force, and if in it, much more
likely to be unemployed. Three-fourths of the report consists of

" +abular data on the emplovment s+tatus of vyquth (high school or
college students, gradua*tes, and dropoute) by sex, age, race, family
incone, occupation/indus¥rv, and duration of employment: on
additional combinations of *he atove variables: on reasons unemployed
youth were looking for work: and on vouth of Hispanic Origin.
Methodoldogy for the survey is= described briefly. (JT)
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- ANNE McbouaALL‘.Youn‘o g
. The employment aituatlon “for youths (age 16 to 24 force and. if in the labor force, much more likely to be
years) was significarftly better in Ociober -1978 than' it unemployed. . :
had been a year carlier. The:improved job situation was . S : T t
~ evident. among youth,s both in school as well as out of  Recent trends 5 ' C oo
BN school.
v Overall, the number of employed youths mcmsed by Most of the increp,ge in the student labor force be,
1.1 million from Octdber 1977 to October 1978. (See ta. - tWeen 1977%ind 1978 as ted for by high schoo! . - —
> ble 1.) The increase appears particularly large in view of  Students. As the college populstion edged downward, =
the fact that.this segment of the populatien, after ting the number of college students in the labor force re-
very rapidly for over a decade, is now beginning )o'fével mained about the same a3; in 1977, despite a rise in par-
© off: -over this l-year period, it increased by less than: ‘icipation rates. The number of unemployed high:school .
300,000 overall, and the number of youths age 16 to l9 and college students ayid their unemployment rhtes wele |
actually declined sli;htly' . cssentially unchﬁnmﬁ‘ ‘over the “year. -School schedules
The large increase in youth emp,oymm whlch impose' substantial “limitations on “the availability of
" matched the previous year's increase, was  accompanied many youths for .Work. By October 1978, 9 of 10 stu:
by further increases in labor force participation, particu- ~ dents who held 3"“' were working part time or, if unem-
larly among young womeh. The result was only a mod- ployed, were lodking for part-time work. In contrast, the
erate decline in unemployment, with the number’ of .Sreat majority of their. peers nio longer in i worked .
jObkll YO\“hl dropping by 250'm Nearly all of this at, or were |00kill. for, full-time jObC (See table2.)
: line occurred - among youths no lon;er in school, ¢« Among youths not in school, the numﬁr with jobse
hos¢ unemployment rate declined from 11.9 to 100  ose nearly 900,000, from October 1977 to October
mt For youths in scﬁool, the unemployment rate ~ 1978, substantially more than their increase in the labor
declined only marginally over the y force. The expansion in employment was ‘shared by
Data on the family income of youths show that the -#bOth young men and women, blacks and whites, and
kelihood of “youths being in school -apd working in-  8chool dropouts and high school gradugtes. The num-
. w with family income. Youths from lower income ber of employed college graduates showed no significant .
'hm'mu were. somewhat M. likely to be in the labor change over the year, but a  higher proportion of .college
) - graduates than of perions with . less educttion was
o employed.
N “mmymr &”mm Ofce ‘_"C“""'" fm - A large diﬂ‘erence between the Iabor force participa-
- - . ‘.l'-\ L
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tion rates of black students and of white students
persisted in 1978, The rate for black high schoo! stu-
dents age 16 to 19 was only half that for white stu-
dents Participation’ by black college students in campus.
work-study programs may account in part for'\t?e nas-

‘rowing of the difference between the black Wid the

*

white college student participation rates,.  * =&

The gap between the labor force participation rates of
white tecnggers and black teenagers not in school has
increased in recent years. Whereas the rate of young
white men remained between 87 and 90 percent for the
past 20 years, that of young black men was more than

. *

¢

pei‘oent'combired with 89 percent). Various hypbthcmn

have been suggested for this decline. One notes that
much of the employment growth in recent years in re-
tail trade and service industries, which employ large
ninbers of young workers, has been in suburban areas
rather than in the central cities where the large concen-
tration of black youths lives. Also, many inlustrial
plants have moved to fringe areas that are difficult to
reach for uty residents. A study conducted in a large
metropolitan area indicates that the employment prob-
lem in the ghetto is not lack of jobs but lack of all but
casual jobs:? Others point Yo a perceived lack of pros-

O-percentagepoints tower in 1978 thanin 1960 (76— pects for upward mobility in the jobs that do exist.?

Table 1, ﬂmofponommtctouymbywhodomoﬂmonntnmu.oducnﬂondmﬂmm.ux.m
race, "77 md 1 v
lNumbou un thousands) ’ ‘o
‘ Civien Civillen lebor force Unemployed
nonineulonsl . Percent of Percent of
Charscterietics populstion Number poguleion mploypd Number lshor foroe
) Vo wre wr e wr wn 1w 178 wn |- wnre| wn
Totat, 16 10 24 years od 38688 | 3593 | 23484 | 24270 068 +| eor6: | 2087 [ 2188 | 267 20 | 122 108
Ervolied 1 school 15881 | 18320 7091 7475 “o 7Y 6343 65% M7 ) 190 | Tizs
. A \
1610 19 yoars 11,161 11,084 4878 8,008 47 457 411 4,269 168 ms 15.7 183
20 to 24 years 4390 248 2418 2400 850 587 2202 2,260 182 181 78 87
Men { ano 7048 | 3920 3037 8 95 343 3431 W . 508 124 129°
Women 7441 1381 M 3538 53 a9 2,008 3.108 480 0 136 122
Elementary and high achool 148 808 .| 3828 3000 ) 9 2,900 3,000 026 020 178 169
Men 4208 | A0 1989 2023 w4 e 1080 1871 a0 450 168 173
Women . 357 | 384 1536 1676 1) Y 1.240 1.308 20 276 193 188
Wiete ‘ 6% | ese v 3.3; 3318 a7 sz | 2m | 2828 “e, Ty] 154 )
Black . | v | a2 20 2.0 18 207 125 "? ©3 | w2
Hapac ongn . 524 a0 176 191 236 %9 191 . 141 4 » [ 287 218
" Cobege ' 2408 | 1000 | ares | a1 o | s20 | dan | aeer | a 34 8 03
“Mon I 3.3 1842 1017 5 814 1,76 1,780 187 187 0. 82
Women _ - 2584 35N 149 1,081 511 826 1.087 1,708 108 187 9Q 84
LS . .
Ful-ume S O XE Y] 8.04) 289 2674 00 “2 2981 2411 285 % | o7 07
Part-beme . 1272 1,225 1130 1108 | 800 903 1,082 1.084 L) 84 59 1 W
[ i \
Whve . " 0430 6.306 X' &) 230 826 539 3,130 2182 |. 289 228 15 1 oo
Biack . 750 A 27 278 %7 7 219 207 02 70 23 | 284
Hpanc ongn 20 P2 185 . 14 894 b Hos| 168 12 10 17 87
Not envoled n schoot 20107 | 20802 | 10100 | 10003 | 804 816 20 | sns | 194 1,085 "o 100
"18 10 19 yours 5317 838 | . 4ne 4,200 ne 708 | 3400 | ‘9348 4 5 173 158
ProAyens x 14790 | 18240 | 12047 } 126003 | @18 826 | 108 | nsro | 1210 1032 10.0 82
[ 4 ) .
" Mo 9321 963 | 08| s | ®3 ‘| e 1773 | ey 019 ,gg | e | . 02
Women _ | 10708 10008: | * 7470 | 703 | o3 M4 6.467 6,980 1,008 - 198 110
School dropouts ' 8,001 s [ om0 [ aan 084 08 2000:| am 000 834 04 | 188
1810 19 yoars 2,074 2,007 1928 | 1381 | 9 82 o | 1082 | ed T 4.9 29
2010 24 yeory o am? 3027 208 | 20% L3 671 1,008 1728 B[~ %8 174 150
Whie g aosr | aror | 20 | 28 | e 1) 234 | 230 w | o 187 104
Sack . ' 898 238 , 822 850 | 881 507 - ne %2 204 108 M1 7.,
HIOAKC orign, 01 726 Q7 40 009 0.7 3 "o 81 00 19 160”7
High school gracuites ors | 15489 | 1282 | 13301 ®0 | s 151 | 12340 1242 | 1080 97 79
Whay, 19270 | e [ gz | vees | e7 | ez | voaes | vaoe | e | | a2 | e
. Bk . 1584 1,084 1.281 139 09 04 0 mos 30 n 08 ;| 203
Hpanic onigin o L e w |, s %8 | 0% "9 ) sa | e 96
" High sbhoot”no colege 10207 | 11008 | e020 | 830 |- &0 “e 0077 | esee | w48 ha | 108 .7
Colege, 1103 years 2860 2018 2487 2,082 "y e | 224 2502 189 180 17 87
Covege pretusies 149 | 1400 1.8 1,388 s 2 1294 1,200 107 » 0.0 63
. * | . I ’ '
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. MO_NTHLY LABOR 'REVIEW October 1979 o Changes in Youth W?rk Force .
, ' S . Whatever the reasone fog. the decrease. in black. labor.
T Teble " """"""“ o wmm force: participation as measured by the Current Popula.
v Octolnr )r'i""’ C tion Survey, the data indicate that most jobs-held by
) (Numbers In housands) | : > teenagers roquire - little training or experience; that is,
Nen wemn .| most are jobs that generally have no direct relation to
. ) ‘: . . Dropouts at a disadvantage -
Poguision i e | 2814 | 8. 289 . . )
Labor Yrce, 1o L aero | e | awe | 1ee Over a million youths who were not in schyol in Oc-
: , 2007 | 1770 | 200 | 1007 tober 1978 .had left before' completi ‘hg ~school.
Peroent working hus-tme C 120 | 8| o8 | 40 About 23 percent of the white"youths ot enrolled in
Poroart workng part ame A B LU B school were dropouts, a8 were 36 percent of the blacks
et ke o Al . orh Dl % | % __nnt_cnmlledJnd_SA#ment_ot—the—out-of-school—Hisk e
Percent looking for perbisme work 93 93 | w8 | 121 | - panic youths. Although some of these dropouts will
‘ . probably earn at least a high school equ‘vulency certifi-
i cate, the lack of educational credentials places them at
Tabile 3. Wmnﬁdhborforcoama nnmw-chooamuondwmimonm-nmw
dropouts,! by sex and race . ) X
lmnp&ml ’ . * N ., '
’ Civilen ' Civilian laor foroe . . )
. T tneopel Nurmber of Svpioyed | Unemioyed ™) T
: populstion | _ 1 mopuletion ‘ : 4 lebar foroe '
‘ X v
T, 1978 hgh school gradustes - 3.181 2.040 My 1% - » 130 1121
Men N 1488 1010 00 w 113 ne 78
Women 1676 1,630 us * pa2 108 163 K]
White 247 1614 0.0 1828 1 109 "
Blach M7 197 508 19 'Te 40.1 180
- HNpanic onigin A . 13 L 144 L& 18 162 M, .
Envoled in colege T 41084 082 431 L s » 130 202
- Men : . ) (9% . 489 Y » 114 45
Full ime ' . « 700 : 00 94 252 » 121 4“0
Part me . 8 89 - M 82 ! M '8 /\
Wive ) 000 30 . “®) ™ 2 ) » '
Bhack Y] u ) 18 s ] »
Hesgenic ongn , 2 19 , ] 18 2 ] s
Y women 02 0 "o Lo, © 80 w7 W
Fult ¥me . . 7. . 273 3034 25 4 . 150 40
Puttme . i) L ) s ] ® , 7
Wive 700 02 20 o) ™ 13 0
. Black , " 3 V327 't 5. [ )
Hispanic ohgin , 7 ] . (Y] . v 4 13 .
* Nol wvobed ;n cobge o . 18m 1,268 0.1 |, e 1 " an o
* Man - o ' m i LU "y 883 1L 1" L]
Women %0 " 613 873 - X T
Sngle . 700 800 “? 800 00 . 187 100
mmmww . 142 1)} 01.1 A ] 10 100 L )|
g ™ . 190 | 7 1200 e 1078 1 08 187
[ o w |- 784 ® “ »n 4
Hepanic orign L o LY 620 8 AT SERER . IR B
Tow 1977 TWachooioropoutst . | e LT Y T 19 e %7
Men ' o m . - 800 o "0 N ‘.
Women Y 108 84 iRl " ) v 16
Srnghe L - 2 1% 687 " M - n(g ® o
, mmmmm* 110 51 9.2 | 40 » 1 14
' Whee . o w" ne | s 1 e TS
‘wack S O 02 53 o /| 9 %24 7
1 Hiagenic ongin o () “ | es d ' 18 m s .
"10 10 M4 yoars oid : mmmu«mmnnmo«*«tm n sddmon,
Parount 20t hawh whare baee s fede han 75,000 72,000 paracre 14 and 18 years okd dropped out of school, “
36 L




a disadvantage in competmon With the majonty of their
peers who hold either a high school or college diploma.
Labor force participation is lower for dropouts than for
staduates no ‘longer i school, regardless of age. Proba-
bly some of the factors that cause students to leave
school also keep them out of the work force. The unem-
ployment rate for dropouts in 1978 was more than dou-
ble that of high school graduates and three times that
of college graduates, in part because a dtsproportionate

number of them were teenagers.
. B L

Recent graduates >
“About half of the 3.2 million youths who hnd gradu-

» : .

in 1978), Howcvcr, all students, regardless of family in-
come, need cash for a wide range of items, and part-
time jobs provide. both money and, perhaps, useful

‘work expenence Alwo, many colleges give credit for, or
. otherwise encourage, work experience that applies con-

cepts taught in the olassroom.
New high school graduates not in college also in-
Ysed their labor force rate significantly since 1970.
labor force participation ratt among female high
school- graduates’ rose by more than JO percentage
s points, as a growing proportion of.young women post-
poned marriage and childbearing or continued to work

aftér becoming wives.

————ated-from high school-in 1978 weére in college §y Octo-

ber of that year. (See table 3.) There was no statistically
significant difference between the proportions of young
men and women or of blacks and whites continuing on
to college. The college enrollment rate for each of these
groups was relatively stable, about 50 percent, for the
1974-78 pefiod. However, because of the higher pro-
portions of. blacks and Hispanics who drop out -of high
school before graduating, the numbers who go on to
college become a relatively smaller proportion of their
population. -

dabor force participation rates for new high school -

"graduates, whether or not enrolled in college, were
about the same in October 1978 as a year .earlier, when

they had reached record levels. Since 1970, the labor

force participation rate of new high school graduates at-
tending college full time has incfeased by S percentage
points.. to 39 percen(. The rise in labor force _participa-
tion by’ students_has- been “attributed, in part, to infla-
tionary pressures encountered in meeting coHege-relatcd
- and other costs. Among newly enrolled students, rough-
ly 20 percent in both 1970 and 1978 came from families

with moderatc incomes ($7,500 in 1970 and $15,000

Family income a factor

A spectal tabuiatton bf school enrollment and labor

force data by family income for peggons 16 to 19 yesrs -

old in October 1977 confirms the. hypothesis that the

percenitage of youth in school tends to rise_with . famtly _

mcome‘
Income All Men Women White Black
Under $10,000 ., . ... 70 67 13 67 11"
* $10,000 to $14,999 ... 75 72 18 74 ° 84
$15,000 and over ...7 78 79 ,78 | 81 84

School enrollment status was the most important de-
terminant of labor force participation for youths at all .
family income levels. However, whéther or not enrofled
in school, youths in families with relatively low annual

- incomes were less likely to be.in the labor force than
those in htgher income famifies.

As shown in- table 4, the labor force participation

" rate of male teenagers in families with less than $10,000

annual income was more than 10 percentage points low-
ef (both for those in and out of school) than the rate
for those in families ;with incomes of $15,000 ,or

| Tebie 4. Laboftomolcttvttyotpormm10totOyunttvhglthomo.‘bylc envroliment status, family income level,
and sex, October 1977 :
{Numbers » thousande) . ~ 0 .
' T Men © Women .
T Labor foroe . Labor forod “
Sohec) sletus - v .
nd " Popwr Percant | * w Posur percent s :
' ot | wumber | @ | empioyed Porcert | deen | . | Tw | Poroemt |
popu- of Employed of
. kon wer | L, I~ I K -
foroe . foroe
L § . . - ¢ .
Urider $10.000 1197 @ TR e 100 26 | 1 387 204 m 9 %2
$10.000 ' $14,000 1008 | 4 82 " ” 158 1013 24 a9 3 1] 191
$15,000 10 824,909 : 1.0 200 524 om 100 | ne | 18% ) @ - » 120
$25,000 or hore « . 1234 870 82 | 4ee " 130 1016 48 e e - 87 128
- - ~-
Nt enveited ' N
Under $10000 .. <son | so2 | o0 n 129 82| e ae | er |, e ) )
$10000 0814900 » 30 9o ar. ! , 204 " 248 (7Y} 201 “ 180
$15.000 © 824,000 . 87 470 ®? 4“e 82 1.1 » %0 93 an 4 14
29,000 or mere 210 204 7”1 ‘189 T 2 103 T 1 189 K1 133 19 1"e
- - = . -
'mmmmmu.m-aamuw.mwmmmmmom«nmm-nmdehw.
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. PY B . S B " . 3
m 'mwumm 18 to 1ommummemmm';wm
[Numbers n WI o . g . N )
T \ . Fomily inoeme . . - .'“h““ 4» Nat in sshpol
. ) . Totel White Blook Tow White Dlook T | wee | e
. . ’ o
Tosl unemployed '
Number 1,180 " 2 0 841 14 w L 134
Parcent . 1000 1000 1000 1000 100 1000 1000 1000 *{ 1000 }
. Under 98,000 180 1 @) 101 .7 ne e | wus . a0 (:
$8.000 o' 00,969 N 07 172 7 100 144 »7 My ny 3¢ "
$10,000 fo $14.099 07 20 169 29 20 200 FY) " 194
$15.000 o $24,000 280 202 120 24 2 180 Cone M . %0
$28.000 or more v 146 . 180 44 189 2 87 ) 1008 »w
il ] : N ,—_\
1 ‘Includes dndy persuns whose tamsly noom:m teported . ;
“ ) . - * . : v e *
.more. The difference in rates was even reater among 1977, 37 percent were in families with annual incomes.

young women. The low labor force rates for youihs in
families with less than $10,000 income partially reflect
the low labor force rates for blacks, both in and out of .
school, who are concentrated in the lowest income
group. Over ¥ of S black, teenagers but only | of 3
\‘ﬁite tecnagers were from families with less than’
$10,0Q0 income. ‘
Unemployment rates ameong t_eenagers."r&ardlcss of
school status, were highest Tor those in families with
less thin $10,000 income.. Of ‘all unemployed teenagers
for whom famil‘y income eata were available in October

- ’ . .
. . N N
»

"This report is based primarily on supplementary questions in the
October 1978 Current Population Survey, conducted arid tabulated
for the Bureau of Liabor Statistics by the Bureau of e Census. Most

" data relate to persons: 16 to 24 years of agd in the civilian
noninstijutiortal ,population in the calendar week ng Oct. 14,
- 1978, Data on family income is ay of October 1977. _ \

Sampling variability may be felatively large in cases where the
numbers are small. Small eatimates, or' small differences between esti-
mates, should be interpreted with caution. .

T moat recent report in this series was published in the Monrhly
Labor Review in June 1978 (pp. 44 -47) and printed with additional

. tabular 'data and explanatory notes as Special Labor Force Report
218, ' - :
. "See Peter D. Doeringer and Michael ). Piore, Internal Labor Mar-
\ .+ Keis and Manpower Analysis (LexiNgton, Mass., D.C. Heath, 1971)
¢h. 8, * ' :

. . - s

.

© -

[

" ber contro! card was 21

below $10,000, and about 15 percent were in families
with’ annual incomes of $25,000 or more. (See table $.)
The remaining unemployed youths were about equally
divided betwegn families with incomes of $10,000 to
§14,999 and $15,000,t0 $24,999. A greater proportion
of youths not in school-than those in school were in
families with incomes below $10,000, 47 percent versus

30 percent. Relatively more-than twice as many blacks
as whites and more of thosé not in schoo! than in
school were in families'. with less than $10,000

income. - O

-

i FOOTNOTES A

-~

-

' Robert E. Fiall, “Why is the Unemployment Rate So High at Full
Wm: 7 Brookings Paper on Economic Activity, No. 3(Washing-
ton~B:€., The Brookings Institution, 1970). -

‘ Family income data used in this report were developed from the
CPS control card and are based on the respondent's estimate of total
‘family money income, before deductions, including personal taxes, for
the preceding 12 months, coded in broad, fixed income intervals. The
+money income level of families shown on the control .card may be
somewlat understalod. Use of broad intervals to record money in-
come tends to reduce the rate of nonreporting while increasing the
likelihood that the amounts reported will be significantly underatated
a3 compared with results from more detailed questions, as are asked
in March of each year. In 1977, median family income from the Octo-
percent less than the median obtained from
the March survey’ ) D :

Y
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‘% Thle report contoine..ln nddition co the orticle from ;he October 1979 ieeue of tho gnghlx '
Labor Review, the following material: . _ '

" s * ' !
. * .

s : _ Page
_ . ‘ - ' | o
EXplanatory notei-c-rmmmcmcmacecserasmsurscmeafocsnrotmmnnnnennans ~ms-mShesamec-o- A=3
Supplementary tables:
A, . Employnent status: Clvlldan nonlnstitutional population 16 to 34 years
. old, by fall school enrollment stitus, sex, and age, October 1978---«---- A-9
B. Employment status: Civilian noninstitutional population 16 to 34 years e
old, by fall school enro}lment status, race, sex, and age, * !
¢ October 1978--wacmccacccaccnccccqrccccccmceccaana- demcmcemrmenemcmca————- A-10
C. Employment status by type of school Civilian noninstitutional %
population 16 to 34 years old, by school enrollment status, sex, and
age, and by type of industry employmenx and full- or. part-time status,
S October 1978---vmvcruccrrrcncrcecrccroneccccnedeancecnaccnr s e a e - A-11*
. D. " Employment status by race and type of school: Civilian noninstitutional S
population 16 to 34 years old, by race, sex, and age, October 1978-~~---- A-12
E. ~ Employment status of high school.gradustes not enrolled* in college and ;
of school dropouts, by year of graduation or lags attended school, sex,\ . b
marital status, and race, October 1978-c-ctcnrrmcccmmcmccncnccanmccnmaan=- A=13 P
: F. MaJor occupation group: Employed persons enrolled in school by age, .
high school graduates not in college and school dropbutsdby ysar last
Lo . : attended school, by sex, October 1978---=---coe-mmccmandacncacnan- mm———- A-14
RN . G. Major industry group and class of worker. Employed persons enrolled in .
: . school by age, high school graduates not enrolled in college and
school dropouts’ by year last attended school, by sex, October 1978------- A-15
H. Occupation, industry and class of worker: Employed persqps enrolled '
in school, by sex, age, and race, October.1978----vwc-ca-- qemmbemme————a- . A-16
. ) I. Employment status of persons not enrolled in school, by educational” = ' ~
. - attainment and sex, October 1978------—----------------- R e - o ¥ '
4. _ Employment status of persons not enrolled in school, by educational .
attainment and race, October 1978-t-2cececaocao. T A-18
K. Employment status of high school grhduates not enrolled in school and
' - dropouts, 16 to 24 years old, by age, sex, and race, October 1978-------- A-18
L. Duration of unemployment  for persons enrolled in school, high school -
graduates not in college and school dropouts, by age, sex, and : R
race, Octobef 1978 --v-cccccicacccccccccccccemcccdccceccccmmnaeaaa. Semmeae A-19 :
M: ‘Major occupation group of unemployed persons-enrolled in school, by . . N
. séx and age, October 1978--~----- B R LDt P L L L A-19 <
\ -
\ \
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N. Employment status of persons who graduated from collegs and persons
'\\_\ who withdrew from college, by year last attended, level attended,’
L _—— . . sex and race, October 1978v~-v-vcccecccunn. it Y O 1
0. Major occuparion group of employed and unemployed high schodl graduates
not in college by years of school completed and of high school dropouts,
. .16 to 21 'years old, by sex, Octdper 1978---<iccmnau-- Pemeemmeseme e~ A-20
© P, Reasons unemployed youth were looking fexr work for persons enrolled in . .
school, high school graduates not'in college, anl school dropouts,
16" to 21 years old, by sex and race, Dctober 1978-cneu-- S A-21
Q. Employment status of persons of Spanish origin 16  to 24 years old, by
school enrollment.,stdtus; educational attaihment, and sex,

<o _ October 1978¥- e punn.-. L va-lo- A-21
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-~ .. EXPLANATORY NOTE .

_THE ESTIMATES in this report are based on supplementaxy huontionn in the Ottober 1978 Current
Population Survey conducted and tabulated for the Bureau of Labor Statistics by the Bureau of
the Cendus. The basic labor force concepts, sample design, estimating methods and reliability
of the data are described briefly in the following sections: 1/

), ‘ .

DEFINITIONS AND. EXPLANAT]IONS

-, ¢
‘ . '

" ‘Population Coverage. 'Each month trained interviewers collect information from a sample of about
56,000 occupied households located in 614 areas in 1,113 counties and independent cities, with

coverage in 30 States and the District of Columbia. The estimates for this report include per-
sons 16 to 34 years of age in the civilian noninstitutional population in the calendar week
ending October 14, 1978. The civilian noninstitutional population excludes all membefs of the
Armed Forces and inmates of institutions. ‘

P

T School Enrolilsent. . The school enrollmant statistics are based on replies to the enumerator's

- inquiry as to whether the pereon was senrolled in -school. Enumerators ars instructed €o count
as enrolled anyone who has been enrolled at any’time during the current term or school year in
day or night echool in any type of public, parochial, or other private school in the regular
school system. Such schools include elementary schools, junior or senior high schools, and
colleges or Iniversitiee. Persons enrolled in special schools nof in the rcgul‘} school system,
such as trade schools or business colleges, are not included in the enrollment figures. Persons
enrolled in classes which do not-require physical presence in school, such as ‘correspondence
courses or other courses of independent study and training courses given directly on the job,
are not reported as enrolled in school. )

Full-Time and Part-Tiwe Enrollment in College. A person is classified as enrolled in college
full time if taking 12 hours of classes or more durding an average school week, and part time if
taking fewer hours. - ) i

-~

"Righ School Graduation Status. Persons who were not enrolled in school at the time of the sur-
vey were asked whether they had graduated from high school. Those who had graduated were asked
vhen they completed their high school education. Persons who had not gradusted, that is, school
dropouts, were asked when they last attended a regular#school. Those who were enrolled in col-
lege at the time of the survey were 2lso asked when they graduated from high scBool.

Age. The age classification is based on the age of the person at léat birthday.

Race., The populntgsn is divided into.-three groups on the basis of race: white, black, and

Other races." The last category includes Indians, Japanese, Chinese, and any other race except
white and black. Data in this report are for black:only; data in -reports prior to 1977 were for
"black and other." . ' '

. ~
Marital Statub. -‘Women are classified into three categories according to their marital status
at the 'time of the interview: Single; married, husband present; and other marital status. A
voman is clissified as "married, husband present" if her husband was reported as a member of the
household even though he may haye bepn temporarily absent en business, vacation, on a visit, or
, - in a hospital, etc., at the tifme of the interview. The term, "other marital status" applies to
women who are marrisd with husband absent, widowed, .or divorced. ) .

4

Employed. Employed persons are 211 those who, during the survey week (a) did any wvork.at all
as paid employees or in thqir ¢wn business or profession, or on their own farm, ‘or who wotked 15
hours or more as unpaid workers in an enterprise operated by a member of the family, or (b) did
not work but had-jobs or businesses from which they were temporarily sbsent because of illness,
. bad weather, vacation, labor-management dispute, or for personal reascns, whether or not they
' were paid by their ‘esployers for the time off, and whether or not they were seeking other jobs.

I .

Ve
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- the, continujty of the present period of sseking work. 4

»

' v . . H
!E!!E%%zggi Unemployed persons are all those :pp did not work duging.the survey wesk, made ' ' . i
speciiic efforts to find a job within ths prec ding 4 weeks, and were available for work or: '
would have beeh availsble during the- survey vesk except for temporary illdess.- Also includad

as unetiployed are those who did not work atvall, were available for work and-(a) vars waiting

to be called back to a job from which they had been laid off, or (b) were waiting to report , ’

to a'new wage or salary job within 30 days. -

‘

_ ion oyment. .Duration oﬂ.ﬁhcnployuonc represents -the lngth o('eini (through
th® current survey week) during which persons classified as unemploy$§d had busn continuously

looking for work. For persons on Jayoff. duration of umemployment reftesents the number of . : .- .
full weeks since the termination of their most Yecent employment, A period of 2 weeks or
more during which a person was employed or ceased lopking‘for work is cqnlidcrcﬁvto break Y,

’ 7 o .
Reasons Unemployed Persons Looked for Work. Unemployed persons are classified in the following ™
six groups based én the reasons they are jobless;: (1) "On layoff" if they expact  to be called

back to work; (2) "Lost job" 1if the job loss 1is permanent (these. two groupé are considerad
involuntarily unemployed); (3) "Quit job" if they ended their ezployment voluntarily; (4) "Laft

‘ Occupation, Industry, and Class of Hq;igr.' F, he employed, the deta on occupation, industry,

- The unemployed are classified according to
oY more. v . :

.Full-Ti

school™ 1f they graduated, quit,.or were expelled from schosl; (5) "Wanted temporary work: if
they were looking for short-duration work, either full-time or.part-time; (6) "Other" includes
persons who are looking for work for financial rcnbono, discharge frongthe;ﬁrn.d ?orcoq, or fot

v

other reasons not included in any of the above groups. s ce.
. o S e _ -
Civilian Labor Force. The civilian labor force eomprised the total of all civilian-persons ;ydgng‘w”'
classified as employed ox unemployed according te the anyd q:figitiono. [N o
. , ' ’ L T P .
Not in the Civilian Labor Force. All persons not classified aé employed or unemployed are .., L& ; e
defined as not irf labor force. Persons doing only incidental unpaid family work (less thad ™ &
15 hours) are classified as not in labor force. o s " o '

RN

and class of worker refer to the job held in survey week, Persons with two Jqbs or_more -~
are classified in the job at which they worked the greatest number of houre in the survey waek. .
their latest full-time civilian job lasting 2 weeks .

»

. . - ; . .
The occupation and industry categories used here are thosw used in the 1970 Cenaus of Population. Y
The class-of-worker breakdown specifies "vage and salary workers," "self-employed workers,”" and 1, .
"unpaid family workers." Wage and aalary workers are pexsons working for a wage, salary,scom~ - " .
mission, tips, payment in kind, or at piece rates for a private employer or any government unit, .
Self-employed worksre are persons working in their own unincorporated business, profession, or . a
trade, or operating a farm for profit or fees. Unpaid family workers are persons working with- -
out pay orn a farm or in a business operated by a member of the household to whom they' are T
related by dlood or marriage. 7 : ' : * :

Hours of Work. The o_‘tntistico on hours of work t&tc to the actual number of hours worked
during the survey week. For persons with more than one job, these figures refer to the number
of hours worked in all jobs during the week. _/// . . '

and Part-Time Workers. Full-tims workers are persons who Jbrkcd 35 hours or more
dutring the survey week, and those who worked 1 to”34 hours but usually work full time. Part-

tize workers are persons who worked 1 to 34 hours during the survey week and usually work oﬁ}& ' .
1 to 34 hours. Persons with a job but not at work during the survey week are classified -
according to whether they usuidlly wg_rk full—l or part-time, ° : ’

Suss of Pistribution. Sums of individual items--whether absolute numbers or psrcentagee-~pay
not equal totals because of independent rounding of totals and components. . Percentage totnls,
however, are always shown as 100 percent, - :

7



© RELIABILITY OF “THE ESTIMATES .

xThe'standard error is primarily a measure of sampling variability, that is, of the variations =~ . * .

.

[N
)

Estimating Protedure. The estimating procedure used in this survey:inflates wo'ighud-n?nplc . ot
‘results to independent estimatés of civilian noninstitutional population by ege, race, and sex..
Thewe independent .edtimates are based on statjstice from the 1970 ‘Census of Population and other
dntf,on births, desths, immigration, emigration, a,ﬂ strength of the Armed Forces, ’ -

- .,
' : . -

. v . ’ . - l * '“ '
. Variability. Since the estimates are basgd on a sample, they may differ somewhat from the . i '

figuree .that would have.been obtained 1f°a complete census had been taken using the same sched-
ulss and proceduras,“ As in any sldrvey, -the results are also subject “to errorg of response and . .
reporting.,' These.-may be relatively large in the case of perdons with irregular attachment to ., .,
the labor force. ., .. = . h N ) R - e . C .
that might occyr by chance because only a sample .rather tHan the entire population is surveyed. .
As calculated for thid report, the standard error also partially measures the effect of response

#nd enumeration errors but does not measure any systematic biases in the data. The chances are

, about 2 out of 3 that an estimate from the sample would differ from a complete census by less _ .

than the standard error. The thances are about 19 out of 20 that the difference would be less
“than twice the standard error, S “ » '
" Tables 1 and 2 show approximations of the standard errors of the data in this survey. They
should be int@rpreted as indicators of the order of magnituyde of the atandard error rather than
a precise standard error for any specific item. . ' ' ’

' . . AR

&

The following examples illustrate their use. ¥able A shows that 3,937,000 men 16 to 24 years

old enrolled in school were in the labor force in October 1978. The same table shows that the
population of this age-sex group, both enrolled and not enrolled, was 17,582,000. Table 1 shows
the standard, error on the estimate for this age-gex group ta be approximately 78,900. The

chances are abour 2 out of 3,that the differences between the sample estimate and a complete
census count would be less than 78,900. The chiances are about 19 out of. 20 .that the differences,
would be less than 157,800, - - v : BT

. . . . e

These 3,937,000 men represented 49.5 percent of* all 16 to 24 year old men efirolled in school. .
Table 2 shows the standard error of 49.5 percent with 'a base of 7,948,000 to be about 0.8 per-

cent. Consequently, the chances are 2 out of 3 that a cogplete census count would have disclosed ‘

the figure to be between 48.7 and 50:3 pergent, and 19 out of. 20 that the figure would have been * F
between 47.9 -and 51.1 percent. ; : R ] s '
‘The reliability of an estimated percentage that is based on samplé data for both numerator and’
denominator depends upon the size of the percentage and the sirze of the.total upon which the
percentage is based. Estimated percentages are relatively more reliable than the corresponding
absolute estimates of the numerators of the percentage, particularly if the percentage is large .
(50 percent or greater). ’ ' .

‘ L}

v

' . . . * ‘ - * . .
1/ For a more complete deacription of the methodoldgy, sée Concepts and Methods Used in Labor
Force Statistics derived from the Current Population Suryey' (BLS Repsrt No. 463) .
. A . " .
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Table A. Employment mtu. cwm.n noninetitutional population 16 o u‘hm old, by nn .ohool enroliment <
statue and age, October 1978 ' a . 'c‘
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Table N. ‘Employment statue of persone who graduated from college and persons who withd
from college, by year last attended, level attended, sex. and race, October 1978 :
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