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1977, the auth9r<sent:questionnaires to school superintendents in
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- staffing, course offerinas, courses taught, and facility space
allocated were decreased more in acalemic Ahan in vocational
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Introduction . : . a

In the past ten years, American puﬁlic elemcntary'and secondary schools

have been confronted with a problem that has been beyond the prior personal

" experience of most administrators, that of declining enrollments. Not sincs
the depression years of the 1930'. haye gchool'ldniniltra;oru hnd ﬁo deal
with problems of underutilization of ipacog reduction in labor force, aﬂd_ |
budgctary cutbacks for a prolonged period of time. After World War II, tho_~-
"baby boom," combined with an expanding iconomy. resulted in swelled school
inrollmcnt; and an cmphgaiu on mass education as a societal ﬁriority. There
foilowqd:nca;ly-thirty years of ﬁnprocodcntad growth of American education.
Suddenly, it seems, the growth stopped and the enrollment trend reversed direc-
tibu. Because mo;t ~ducators were accustomed to grp#gh. tﬁcy vere largely

..unproparcd to ?cccpt the rcalify of non;rowth ind declining enroliment, lesst
of all being able to deal with the problem. | '

. ; In the past three Years, 1976-1979, there has been an abundance of ;uggco-
tions oh how té deal with‘tho problam of declining enrollments. Bociuoclof th§
fiﬁnncial ltruéturc of American education, however, most of these recommandations .
have concentrated on the effects of declining enrollments on capital issues.
Prevalent in the professional literature are articles with titliu\uuch as
"How to Cut Your Staff;“~“CIoling Schools wtthoﬁt Alignaéing Your Co-iun;ty."
or "Ho& to Get the Most out of Yéar State Finance Eorﬁula."' Fev studies have
lookcd;at declining ;nrollmcntu as an opportunity for improving education. Fever
ltili have focused on the instructional aspects of enrollment declines. Thyu.’“
there is a need to aucoréain the effects of declining enrollments on the 1nggrué-
‘tional process. It is with this need in mind that this study was undertaken.

This study hgp a thrgofold purpose: firut..to examine the literature to' j

determine both causes and trends of enrollment decline; second, to disclose the
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experiences of school districts with doclining cnrollmentu; and third, to deter-
nine the effects of declining enrollments on instructional progrlnl and lupor-

vilory practices. Theue three research issues vere invcutigatcigﬁhrough the

f0110w1ng mean..“ o | . . _ Ah___'

l. A thorough revicw of the literature was undertaken to aauoil-thc causes,
patterns, and eftoctc of doclining enrollments; * )
'2. An annlyuia of utudiel of dcclining onrollmrht histories of school diotrictom
to ascertain findingl. concluuidnu. und rocmcndationv
3. A,nagionwido survey of 95 school districts wes used 1) to assess thc
current effects of declining enrollments on instructional and luporvioqry
programs and 2) to determine how school adn;niitratoru are coping with the
problch. | | b
\\;’__rThil }coelzgh report will focus on the cnpir;cal ctuéy, giving the results .
of the findingu of thd nationwidc uurvoy. The conplcto'r;;icw of thg litoraturo
may be found in the original ltudy report, available through the Association of '

L4

Supor#iuion and Curriculum Dcvolopmcnt. and in the BRIC system.

The Survey Instrument

Thi reviev of literature on the effects of declining enrollments showed

tﬂ;t instructional program effects were opd{y neglected, compared to the other
areas of the educational enterprise. In ali lrol.; there vas a.llck of data-
ba{:? empirical studies c?ncirﬁing the effects of declining onro}lmo;:;. to N
substantiate professional "hunches'" and 1nprouuion1§£1g &qafcuzions. The

study was undertaken to disclose some of these "hﬁnehou" ani to provide empirical

evidence to support or refute these contentions.

To accomplish this pufpolc, a questionnairé was mailed to 320 school .

districts across the United States. The districts surveyed vere selected from

N N 4




_the published list compiled by the U.S. Office of Educarion, The sample vas

stratified according to'thrcc criteria: ' " .

(1) - pupil enrollment of the school district (ADM) in 1977. There were two
catogoricu for oize. over 10 000 but less than 100 000, and under 10,000,

(2) H.E.W. Region of the United States - the: Northcaut, Midwnut. SOuth. S
and West. |

‘3) ' percent student populntion hange (ADM) from 1970-1977 - ‘there vere five

: basic categories: increasfng greater than 5%, +5% to =-5%, =6% to -10%

=112 to -20%, and greater .ghan -202 decrease.

The questionnaire asked th& lolceted school districts to respond to &
number of questions regarding the qu'tt to vhich dohlining enrollments otfoctod
their instructional progrunu. The districts were asked to linitgthoir reported - .
ctfaétu'to éhangeh that occurred frqn 1970 to 1977. A;togcther. over 120
questions were asked with éﬁphanil on the foliowiug areas: —utaffing pdttorns.
inutructionai-technology cﬁangcu, demographics, and 1n|truct19nnl prdgril -
content areas. Most information was obtained through objoctivd type qucutiono;
. but - there were lcvcrajgopch-c;dcd questions asking for the unique aspects of

the respondees educational uituq;ion.

The Results of the Survey _ ' | ‘

. Ninety-five rclpohucu were received to the questionnaire, representing
a rcuﬁ se rate of 31 percent. The responses unrc'fairly evenly distributed

-

among the strata, aﬁd thorc‘:orc responses in all cells of the strata.

The first anulyuiu of the data conniutcd of a comparison of the charac-
teristics of school districts wich 1ncrcaning versus decreasing student popu-"»
lations from 1970 to 1977, Table 1 shows selected responses £or various, K
characteristics, Flwbr districts with decreasing enrollments showed a

decrease -in the drop-out rate change oxporioncod than districts with an

- increase in student enrollments. A highcr percentage of doclining onrull-

ment 'istricts have faced an increase in the median age of the toaching

4 \




TABLE 1

' The Effect of Enrollment Changes on Various Personnel lssues

1
V

Inservice Programs for
Staff?

Training
No -
Yes °

School Districts’
t . : .
' . rollments - Decreasing Enrollments
No. of . No. of S :
Variablé Responses Percent _ Responses _Percent
Drop-out Rate Change? - T
No 13 42 27 47 .
Yes, increase 5 16 15 26
" Yes, decrease - 13 42 16 28
Staff Median Age Change? .
Yo _ 4 14 9 15
Yes, older 12 41 35 59
Yes, younger P 13 45 15 25
" Teacher Retirement
Policy Change? ) .
o : 26 ° 73 40 69
Early retirement s & . 15 15 26
_Later retirement 3 9 2 3
Subjocﬁ?@;ca\Cottification
Change?™, - '
One subject only 5 17 6 11
More than one 8 ' 27 25 46
No change 17 . 57 23 43
Use of Part-time Staff
Change? N
No 5 _ 16 14 23
Yes, increase 25 78 46 77
Yes, decrease 2 6 0 0
Relocate Staff? ~ : _
No ' 11 36 15 27
Yes 20 65 41 73




utiff. Hogt‘diutrictu. rcglrdioou of enrollment trends, have not changed
their .teacher retirerent policy; héwcvo:. a greater percoﬁtaze of declining -
- enrollment districts have instituted an olriy retirement incentive program.
A much largcr percentage of declining diltzictu are requiring teachcrl :I.nu
their diutrictu to hlve stato teaching ccrtificationu in more than one lubjoct
ares. School districts, rogardlouo of gnrollncnt trends, have 1ncroauod the
use of part-time otiffink. :A slightly larger percentage of declining districgo ’
have reallocated staff than increasing di;tricio;; A majority of all dtstricts
are prbvidiug in-service training programs for th‘ir ltlff.* Thus, it '1s
apparent tﬁgi districts’ with declining enrollments behave diff..ently éhan i
\ucQSol diltrictu with 1nc£caoin3 enrollments. | '
Table 2 ex;mineu diffcrcnccl betveen 1ncrcnsing and docroaoing onroll-
ment obhool diotrict with regard to'vlrioun 1notruct1ona1 1lou.|. 0
A.-much larger percentage of doclining enrollment districts use altcr-
: native education, perhaps as an atcempt to lower the drop-out rage. Thcrc is
€ 711t£1¢-diffcroﬁco'b;twcon the two groups of districts in the use 6f tean
'toaching ‘or 1nd1vidualizod instructional methods. A greater percentage of
declining districts uuc computer a.liutod 1nltruction methods; - howovo:, the
majority of both types of districts do not use ccpputor uuuiotod instruction, -
There is a great difference in the ‘response to th:-quoution tegarding vhothcr.“
the district has had io,qhangg 1tq,n;tcrialo replacement cycle. Sixty;ghrco
percent of thc increasing enrollment districts folpondod that ticy hl'.
. shortened their rcpluccnont cycle while only 32X of tho doclining cnrollnont
districts have ohortcnod their cycle. Finally, vhen asked 1£ thoy thought
the quality of ;hc.oducptional program had changed, “he majority of both types  °

of districts responded no, while & greater percentage of declining on:ollnoﬁt

districts rgqpoﬁdih that the quality of the programs had citﬁor increased or

Q | | : ‘7 K l )
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TABLE 2

The Effect of Enrollment. Changes on'Various Instructional Methodologies

_School D.ut;iczo -
Increasing Enrollments E’cr-auing Bnrollnlnts

. . - No. of i - No. of.‘F Y
-Variable responses, Percent responses _ Percent
"Use Alternative _ . .
Education? : . ®
., No 12 . 43 13 29
Yes 16 - 57 : 32 71
Use Team Tcaching? L ' . .
No ' 9 - 35 - 17 40
Yes. 17 ‘65 26 60
Use Individualized
Instguction? - - . '
No ' ‘ 6 - 21 - 12 . 2
Yes _ , 22 . 79 37 75
" Use Computer Assisted ,
. Instruction? . s .
No 20 77 : 25 63 ' N
‘Yes ~ ' 6 23 15 - 37 :
Materials Replacement
Cyclc Changc? r :
No 11 - 37 41 68
Yes 19 63 19 32
: Quality of Educational , ©
Program Change? _ .
No _ .22 71 32 52 .
Yes, increase 8 26 22 8"
Yes, decrease ' 1 3 4 7
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decreased. Thus, it appcarl'thlt‘uchool districts with increasing onrollnontl\\
. have enjoyed a .toltot degras of lt.bility of the qullity of educational pro-
grams than districts vith dcelinin; onrollnnntu aat lcaut as perceived by thc “

district lﬁniniutratoru. ' The next loction of the study vas concerned with

* ggﬁcific cur:ihulun ardll..ind the changes incurred during the period botw.oﬁ
1970 agd 1977. o | . d
The ffo 8 of Declining Enrol ecific Qurriculum Areas

’;(/' The cffcctu of dccliniu; onrolln.ntl on tivc instructional program ‘areas

/,////lro examined below. Tholo 1nltructional'crot| are: (1) student enrollment

———— it

changes in each lubjoct uroau. (2) staffing changes in each ares, (3) courses
offcrcd but not, necessarily taught in each area, (4) couruou lctu:aly tnught
T Jin each area, and (5) facility upace allocated to each uubjoct arca. The last

part of the survey Sg:ftionnairo consisted of 60 nucutionl which were used to .
‘assess thc.inpact of enrollment changes in different subject areas. School ;
district responses were reported on a Likert-type scale to indicate the degree
to which enrollnont changes &ffoct i plrticular subject area. Rnupondcnt‘ to -
the qucutionnairo had five options to choose from. The options, 1ndicat1ng beth.

v ' ~ the direction and nlguitudo of the effect of nnrollnont changes on the lubjcct
ares were! * !

"1" o {ndicating a significant (greater than 25%) increase,

"M - indicating ‘ slight (5% to 25%) 1ncrcau. . .
"3" . {ndicating no change (+5% to -3%), '

"4" = indicating a slight decrease- (=5% to -252). ' .
"S" - indicating a significant decrease (greater than -25%). -

Thun, for each subject area, there were five sets of uca]ou,.niqa each scale,
designating the 1npact of declining onrollnontu on each ive effects -
) (zirollncntu. staff, couruo offoringu. courses taught, and facility space) on

each of fifteen diffcront lubjcct areas. Tables 3-7 present data on each of




‘ typo scale vas used to compute tho mun ruponu of alf’ responses in each df
‘the five cdtcgqrica lchgol districts. Sinco each subjett had its own rcoponscg- LI

- the low value of thé mesn is 1.00, the hithout'pouliblb value is 5.00, and = ) H

‘indicates an increase of the effect for that subject lt‘é, whild a mean offl

"4{n the number of

-
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the five cffcctl ‘of diltrict onrollnnnt chlngcl on all fiftccn lubjoct aroal

liutod on the quootionnairo. In a11 the_, analyoco. the fivc-point Likcrt _

L}

PO

the expected mean is 3.00. 'Thuu; forfdich subject, a mean lower thgn'3;00

L

o

higher than 3 00 1nd1cato| & decrease in the effect. .~ . o .

Table 3 prclontu the effect of anrollnnnt doclino oa changoo in thc
percercage of the total student.population that_han enrolled to tak..oﬁdh of
the fiftccuﬁhubjccta'liotcd. Rather than cduncntin;'3n~cnch uubj;ct separately,
only 52:;§ighlightu of the tablo are dilcuuocd. Tho dats in this t‘bll. as
woll as Tables 4=7, may be analyzed in cuo differont unyl. ?1:99; a horiioﬁtal
axis analyses wherin the chnngcu-by ochool-diotrict! enrollment dcclin;fe;t;; ..
gory are examined to see vhat effect cnfdll;on; c;jngeu have on a paiticulir .
shbjoct area. For example, 1:ng§agc~arﬁu; shows that there is an inér;aoc 1;.
the noan.fron the low value of 2. 52 for school dioﬁricto with 1ncrontin;

onrollnentu (uhic .1nd1catco that these districts had qn ‘increase in tho pesrcentage

of students taki_ tifese courocl). to ‘a low value o£_3.13 for.the high dnclino
utudontu taking th.oc courses. Again. the F stutistic reveals
vhether the diffcrcncc unong tho noano for that oubjcct is statistically oig-
gificant. o -~ . .

“The secord procedure that may be ulcd to 1nt¢tprot the data in Tublcl 3-7
1- a vertical axiu analysis uhorein the means of all the subject areas at one’
lovnl of district populltion change are cempared. For example as one looks

down the column of means ;n'Tab10'3 for high decline school districts (ZiFBOX) ]

one sees that the lowest mean is 1.83 for special education and the highest

i
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) R The hftectn of Varying RNegrees of Enrollment Change b
G - on. the.Student Enrvllments in Particular Subject Areas , T - ,
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. NS T e s School Districts Enrollment Patterns R . o
R ; .- 7 Incgeasing: No Chapge - Decreasing . Decreasing Decreasing o
‘Enrollment. ' O 5-435) ¢ (+4-4%) “%-102) © (11-20%) . (21-8(‘12 : e
. Changes in: = - Mean ) * Mean , " Mean . Mean Mean . dF . ?' ST
ngeage Arts 232 - . 201 e .28k . 280, . A3 9 2604 . .
.. Soctal Studies - » 2597 T 7. 300 295 .. . %10 "Lora3.00 T 94 o388
Mathematics ~ ° + 2.69 " . 2.1 . . 2.9 . "3.20 B % 23 T
Sciente L0 2,59 2.64 " - 3.05 C 3,50 . EER ¢ ST RS W T L
‘- . POI'Q’.S“ l‘nsuage ) 2093 T e .‘30 1‘ : 30 107 . .\/ 3.0 90 4 35 89 V 910. ‘ . 4.}2**.‘ R
.+ Pine Afts . . 35T T % | I ., 3o - 2.96 . 9% 2.95% T3
| Industrial Arts . 2.43 . . 1 . 2.93 ‘295 ~ 2.80 2,91 93 2.16 s
 Comsfercisl Ed. . . 2.56- .. 3.00 3.00 .2.80 3.00 S er ussy
- . . . . . Y r ) ! L
Distributive Ed. .. 2.54° - . 2.64 2.83 . 2.8 281 - -89 _ T 0.66 -
Mome Ec. Bd. = 2.69 . 2.7 > 3.11 3.10 - 3.00 94 7,02 .
.~ Health and P.E. 2,59 3.07 L. 2,95 2.80 BEEY O U T SRS N S
‘Agriculture Ed. 3,12 . 3.00 3.06 .3.00 341", 76 " 0.97 ,
_ Special Ed. 1.86 2.14 1.79 " 190 1.83 .- 9 0.32 p
Compensatory Ed. 2.1, 2.mY. | 2.26 2 230, ¢ 85 0.1
1 | Driver's Bd. 2.66 C2.19 2.95° . 2,70 3.17 94 2.21
. . . . '\
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a ,
;,, ° . TABLE & -
", ' The Bffe,cte' of Virying Degrees of Enrollment Chan’&c
i . “on the Staffing of Particu;ar_Subjectf Areas .
* School Districts
.‘ < ‘l'ncreuing No cﬁinge ‘Dect’easing . Decreasing Decreasing
. Staffing - (+5-+35) (+4-42) 4-101 11-20% 21-80%
- Chajges in: Mean Mean Mean Mean Mean dF¥ F'
" Language Arts 2,69 2.85 2.89 2.96 3.09 94 1.20
" Sociel Studles ,  2.69 2.93 3.05 3.20 . 3.00 94 3,564
. Mathematics . 276, " 2.86 "2.95 310 . 3.00 94 0.9
" Sctence | 279 2.7 311 3.3, \ .04 9% . 2.66%
>, Poreign Language 2,93 | 3.4 3.32 3.60 " 3.70 94 2.96%
~Hine Arts 2.48 2.71 2,89 3.20 2,91 94 2.21
Industrial Arts 2,57 2.93 2.84 3.20 2.91 a3 2,64+
Cosmercial Ed: 2,74 3.15 1,11 L 2.90 2.96 91 1.68
Dystributive Ed.  2.68 2.79 2.89 3.00 2.90. 89 0.68
Home Ec. Bd. 2.72 an ERT 3.20 2.96 94 2.14
‘Health and P.K. . °  2.66 - 3.00 2,95 3.10 3.0 . 9 1.52
.. Agriculture Ed. 3,12 - 2,91 2.94 3.00 .41 , 76 1.60 .
* Special’ P4 - - 1.86 - (/’2.00 .' 1.68 1.90 1.91. .94 C.26 °
| éo-pgnosiory Bd,  2,62.% 2.33 2,31 2,56 2,30 83 n.21
Driver's Bd. 2.72 n | 2.84 3.00 3.06 94 1.19

v

".

o

NOTE: - * p».03
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mean il 5.89 for the forolgn‘%gnguagel. 'Thil may be interpreted to mean
that 6f the fiftein"uubjoctl listed in high iecline'uchool districts,
special education has received the 1.:3.-: increase in tte number of students
ipltticiplting in that ;ouroc, uhilo.the foreign languages have had the largest
decrease in the number of ltudcntul Uuing this type of analysis, it is Dos-
| liblo to idcntify vhich uubjectu are receiving increased or docroau&d emphasis o
o as thc school districts decline in onrollm.nt. |
The levels of significance utatiatic in Table 3 shaws that the largest
mean difforoncon for the five school districts cxccpt for the diutrictu with
\. o 1ncrcauing enrollmontu. Special oducation. on the othor hand, shows tho
largest increaucu 1n student cnrollm.ntl. follownd by compcnuatory cducltion.
0f the vocltional courses, agriculture education shows a decline in all
districts, while both industrial arts and distributive education shov increases
in lll categories of diutrictu. .In fact, with the cxccption of agricultural .
B oducation. the vocational tourses lhow student 1ncrou|co ovor "the acadlﬂic
+. courses. And. enrollnantu tncroluo 1n fine arts as diutrict cnrollnonto |
decline, and driver's education 1- 1ncrouling for all diltrictl. except the
high decline ones.
S Table 6 lho;u staffing c&angou for all subject areas and for each group
of -éhool districts! This table is similar in ﬁnny respects to Table 3. .
The mout.noticclble difference between the data in Tgylc 6 and Tabto 5 1is
that the mean scores in Tabic 6 are not quite as high, This may indicate '
. | student~-teacher ratios are changing for the subject areas and that staffing
changes are not made ai ‘readily as student changes. Gcnorully. ‘across
school districts, uocial studies, science, forcign language and induutrial

" arts courses uro losing staff at a rate that is ntatiut@cally uignificant.

r Within high decline districts, staff red.ctions are greatest in foreign o,




TABLE 35

: The Effects of Varying Degrees of Enrollment éhange
. _ , on the Course Offerings of Particular Subject Areas

School Districts

' . Increasing No Change Decreasing Decreasing Decreasing
*  Course Offering T #5-435% +4-4% 4-10% : 11-20% 21-80%
Changes in: Mean Mean Mean _ Mean Mean
Language Arts  2.66 - 2.71 2.58 3.00 2.8
Social Studies 2.66 2.64 279 2.80 ' 2.96
Mathematics 2.76 2.43 2.9 3.00 - 2.97
Scierice 2.79 S oan 2.89 2.90 12,96
Foreign Language .00 . 292 .21 3.30 © 3,65
Fine Arts . 2.52 | 2.71 2.89 -, 3.00 . 2.91
Industrial Arts 2.64 2.79 2.79 *2.80 ] 2.74
_ Commercial Ed. 2.67 2,92 . . 2.84 2.90 2.78
Distributive Ed. . 2.71 2,93 2.94 2.67 . 3.00
Home Ec. Ed. 2.76 - 2.79 2,84 310 2.87
Health and P.E. 2,72 | 2.93 . 2.89 - 2,80 2,96
Agriculture Ed. .12 2.8 2.81 3.00 3.18
Special Bd. 2.07 2,29 1.89 220 . 191
Compensatory Ed. 2.38 2.2  2.36 2.56 2,35
Driver's Ed. - '2.86 - 2.86 . 2.84 ~ 2.90 - 3.04
; F
16 '

ﬁOTEz * p2.0%




The Effects of Varying Degrecs of Enrollment Change
. .On.the Courses Taught.ip_rarticular Subject.Areas

School Dlltriqpl

Increasing  No Chenge = Decreasing Decreasing Decreasing

Pourves Taught +5 to 358 H4-4% N\ . 4-10X7 . . 11-20% - 21-80
hanges in: : Mean Megn . Mean ' __.Mean Mean
. : e — , : , -
language Arts 2.,%9 0 2.64 2,83 7 L, T T TR0
'._.' hl Studi.l . 20 59 ¢ 2066 ’ 2.8’0 2.80 ) B 300‘
fathomatfts . - 2,72 .20 42 2.79 3.00 " 3,04
fetence 2.69 .79 - 3.03 3.10 3.00
Joteign Language 2.93 ~ 3.00 3.11 .3.50 3.65
fine Arts - 2.9 2.1 2,89 - 3.10 2.91
adustrial Arts 2.64 2.7 2.79 2.90 2.83 v
Poumercial Bd. T 2,74 2.85 » 2,89 3.00 2.87.
etributive Ed. 2.71 2.93 3.00 . 3.00 3.05
Jons Bc. B, . 2,72 0 . 2.1 - 2.84 310 2.91
Basith and P.E. 2,69 2.93 2.93 2.90 v 3.00
fsriculture Ed. .11 2.81 .. 2.87 3.12 | 37
y ; 0‘.1 ‘do_\,.' . 1.93 - B 2.2]: . 1076 . 2.60 1.96 .
Jompensatory Bd. 2,38 . 2,28 2.42 2,89 o .33
Priver's Ed. K . 2.86 . 2.86 2.89 3.00 3.00
a ’
B > \
1 \ o
' ) oo ™ N
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: The Effects of Varying Degrees of Enrollment Change
. ' On the Facility Space Allocated to Particular Subject Areas

- I o ‘ " School Districts

L4 -

Increasing No Change Decreasing 4¥'Ductoasing . - Decreasing
- Space Allocation - 45 to 358 - +4 to -4% 4 to -10% 11 to -20% 21 to -80% ‘
Changes in: _ Mean Mean Mean : Mean Mean iF r
: Language Arts 2.45 D 2,97 - 2479 2.80 - 3.04 o 94 2.80%
" Social Studies 2,52 2.79 2.89 2.90 3.04 9% 2.8%* - - .
¢ Mathematics 2.59 2.71 2.89 3.00 3.04 T 94 2.44%
i Sclénce 2,55 2.64 2.95. 3.00 3.00 96  3.61%
Foreign Language 2.79 . 3.00 3.21 3.10 3.26 .94 1.32
‘Fine Arts 2.31. 2.1 2.94 2.90 2.63 9% 2.67%.
Industrial Arts - 2.43 2.57 2.68 2.90 2.74 93  1.20
Commercial Ed. 2.48 2.92 . 2.95 2.90 2.83 91 2,12 .
Distributive Ed. 2.43 2.79 2.83 2.78 3.00 89 2.7 .
Home Ec, Bd. 2.62 2,78 2.84 3.10 3.00 9% 1.86
 Health-and P.E. 2.52 2.93 2.68 2.90 3.00 - 94 2.69*
e A‘ticult“r. Bd. 2.93 2.91 2.75. . | 2.08 3.18 ' 78 0.88 - ]
_ ):’ . Special Ed. o 1.72 . 2.00 . 1.79 2.10 2.00 9% 0.32 ‘
) * Driver's Ed. 2.69 ° 2086 2.84 2,80 -2.91 94 0.48 ‘
) 'NOTE: * p>».05
) F) ‘
| A ‘ ' . 21%
2!
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laaguagoi and agricultural cducation._whilo staff additions are in special

. educatdon,

| Table 7 presents data on courso offerings for all tho uubdoct areas by
B category of district enrollment, None of the difforcneou smong tho means is -
statistically significant. This uuggcltu that regardless of the oxtont of
enrollment decline, the course offerings in the fifteen oubjoct'lrcac liotod
'rcnain the ssme. This iay bc 1dtorprotod to mean, that whilc the number of
Eé‘ ' B courses listed on school district bookl remain the uanc. chooo couruoo are
: | not nccollarily taught. If this allc;ation is true, one would cxpoct to
see a highor number of F ltatiuticl lnd levels of significince on Table: 6 ‘
uhich examines the actual courses taught by uchool districts cnrollnnnt |
i'.~\ S catcgory. This.data does not support the allogation for. vhen cxlmin
| :acr003 diutrictl. only the Academic uubjoct areas (mathematics and ior gn
2f—- .langungco) arc cxpericncina oignificnnt roduc:ionn in couruco actually tau;btav
i - | vithin-lchool district comparisons among the fiitocn courses rcvcnl that .” 'ﬂ
h rcgardlcll of di.érict cnrollncnt changc. all diltrictu are teachifig fcvt' | T
El“{ . foroign 1angungo courool. One othor anusual f.aturouof these dnta is that -
‘_ for the high dcclining districts thoro are only four uubjcct arcas uhich |
uhov a decline (noan above 3.00) whilo on both Tables 3 and 4 thnro are six
aubjcgt areas uhich -how a decline, This }ndicatcu that :hcac di-tricto are
‘not nnking an eifort to reduce the number of courses oifcrod liko Ehoy ‘are
1n reducing thé number of ltlff 1af€holo courses. Apparently uchool dto-
-trictl are not rcducing their comprehensive cducatioaal progran. as 1ong as
they are retaining tcachcro voroatilo enough to tcach all these coutlcl. v
. For tho diutrictu wvith 1ncrol|1n; onrollncntl, the number of academic’

uubjcctl tausht are increasing to a 3r¢atot extent than -the vocational

. subject. This may be due to the fact that there are more pollf%lo oloctivou

Fy




16

to rffer in the academic areas than in the vocational areas. Tho subject érca

-vith the greatest increase in coursee taught is special education. This is .

true regardless of whether the uchool_diutrict enrollments are 1ncrol|1n! or _.
decreasing. | ‘

Finally, Table 7 shows the facility space allocated to the various sub-
Jects for each of the five enrollment gatogoriou of scheol districts. A
'iargér number of the diffircncqu aqonj these nnani are uéagt.ticully,uigni!t-
cant thad'og'gho two revious tables. The iqadcniq'courusu ﬁivo Eho greatest
differences lﬁong.ucani. with 1ncrcniing school districts allbcatins nore |

space to these subjects. As districts decrease in dﬁrolllintu. they alud

" decrease the smount of space allocated to these 1q|tructional ptoirllji

i@lﬂ fact belies the literature which suggests ﬁhat as school onrollﬁqntu
decline, excess space becomes available and is then allocated, to the viiioul

existing instructional programs. These data may mean that school diut:icti

. are getting rid of their excess upaq‘gih other ways such as lc;ling or

icauing.

. Comclusjons and Tmplications of This Regearch

_'Tha offogtu'of‘dgclining’cnrollnbn;u on instructional pro;rnui lrc‘jult

-beginning to take shape and form. It will take a few years more befors the

full %npaéf is felt and ‘assessed. Yet, soLa affects aruvincvitlblc and

unavoidable. The best schcols can hope to do is anticipate the instructional’

areas most likely to be affoctod by daclining enrofi;ungl. to de'termine what

these effects dre lgioli to bs, and to prepare ptq;rlpl of modification and
adjustment to accammodate the declines. Educators need not dopdnd antirely
upen the predictive quality of their intuitions to prepate for declining

cnroiinonii;.hor do they have to take purely "reactive stances". While still
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in thc formative otagos of dovolopncnt. and somewhat inconclusive, some
research dat&. such as this particular otudy. are nov available which
'ouggoot some trends and cffoctl of declining cntollg;nto. Th%goforo. ochooll '
leaders do not have to wlit until tbc crisis is upon thqn before takiug any
action, .Nor, do thcy havo to limit thcir assessment of the inpact of
declining populationo to fiscal analyses as has been the prevailing pattern
until ﬁbﬁ."rhis investigstion departed from .that pattern, and focused |
‘insten] on instrucvional effects of declining cnrdllinnfi. The survey ‘
included achool districts of different sizes (uﬁdot 10.600 and 10,600 -
40,0C?) uith different rates of ontolllnnt éhansoo over a seven-year period.
(1970 4 1977) instead of & single year, and in diffcrcnt regions of the

| gounu:y, The results, and the 1nplicationn.th¢:cof. are gon.;alizablc with

“ . B
~ some degree of confidence.
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