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FORFWORD ~

i . ' ' ¢
The Boston Publ 1c Library is pleased to present
a series of annotated reading guides as a foli@w-up

to the lectures in:its NEH Learning Library Prdgram,
"Boqton An Urban Cam\unlty " '

. 'The lerary s program has been’ déveloped under
the Cultural Institutions Program®of the National
Erndowment for the Humanities (NFH), a new national

ogram whose purpose is to help libraries, museums
and other cultural ‘institutions became centers of
formal humanities education for: their commnities.
.An adyvisory ccmmttee, camposed of outstahdlng -
scholars from academic institutions in the Boston
area, asmstf; in the selection of topics for the
"program's learmnq activities and 'helps recrult the
teachers for it. y

Sequences presented in the Program have been:

"Bibles,, Brahmins and Bosses: leadefshlp and
the Boston Community" with Thomas O'Connor,.
Professor of History, Boston College
February 3 - April 7, 1975.

>~

"Boston's Afchitecture: From First Townhouse

to New Clty Hall".with Gerald Bernstein, -

Pbofessox; of Art History, Brmardeis Univer- .

4

2

" sity. February 8.- March 29 1975, , |

-

"anlly Life in Boston: IktnICb]onlal Times to
. the -Present™ with Nancy Cott, Professer of
) History, Yale University.: April 3 -
May 22, 1975.
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"Shaping the Boston Landscape: Drumlins and -

' Puddingstone" with Georqe Lewis, Professor
of Geeyraphy, Boston University. April 8 -.
May 27, 1975. - . M

» ; . _ /

"revolutionary Boston: The Leaders andl the
Issues, 1763-1789" with Richard Bushman, Pro-
fessor of Histofy, Boston University, Septem-
ber 16 - November 4, 1975.

nculture and Its Conflicts: The Example of 19th-
Century Boston" with Martin Green, Professor
of Fnglish, Tufts,University. September 18 -
November 6, 1975. '

"Boston's Artisans of the 18th Century" with
wendy Cooper, Assistant Curator, American
Decorative Arts, Museum of Fine Arts.
November 13,* 1975 - January 22, 1976.

“spostonVs Black Letters: From Phillis wheatley
to W.E.B. DuBois"-wjth William Robinson,
Chairman.of Black Studies, Rhode Island * ,

. College, November 18, 1975 - January 13, 1976+
A : :
"Pho fmerging Inmigrants of Boston” with Andrew

Buni, Professor of History, Boston College.
February 4 - March 31, 1976.

"prom Grass to Glass: A Uistory of Boston's

Architecture” with Gerald Bernstein, SR I
professor of Art History, Brandeis _University.
; February 5 - March 25, 1976.

mphe American Revelution.and the’ Commwon Man"
A with Robert Gross, Professor of History and
' American Studies, Amherst College. April 6 -
.May 25, 1976. C
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Law, Justice, and Jxuaality: Case Studies “from
" the Boston. Experiente” with William pavis,
Professor of Law and Urban Studies, M.I.T.
April 8 - May 27, 1976.

"Painting in Boston, 1670-1970" with Margaret.
Supplee Smith, Professor of, Fine Arts, Boston
Univerdity, September 14 - November 2, 1976.

"After Strange Fruit:, Charging Literary Taste in -

» Post-World-War~IT Boston” with P. Albert .
Duhamel, Professor of English, Boston College.
Septanber 16 - November 4, 1976, -

"Imaghs of Boston: Writers' Views of the City"
with Robert Hol§ister, Professor of' UrbAn
Studies and Plahning, M.I.T. September 18 -
November 6, 1976. ‘ :
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INTRODUCTION e

This bibliography is a selection of books used
in a National Endowment for the Humanities Learning
Library Program course on "Images .of Boston: Writers'
Views.of the City," presgented September 18 - Novem-
ber 5, 1976. This listing includes classics, best
sellers, never-sellars and pbulps. 1t covers only.

- -same ‘of the-over two hundred novels amd the countless
other pieces of popular-literature set in Boston.

In addition to their entertainment va}lue, these
books are instructive about the issues on which
"Imges of Boston" focussed:

—- How is Boston represented in fiction and

other creative writi%? '

—-= How do various authors depict Boston's phy- |
sical environment? Thé life experience of
‘successive immigrant groups? Boston child-

— ‘ }XX)C]S? . * ) . '
—= What hdve been the major images and metaphors
‘used in writing about Boston? How has their
popularity shifted over time?, How can we .
account for these changes? * .

-- What is the ‘essence of Boston values and trad-
" itions--about individualism, morality, reli-

gion,sand political forms? What can we learn
from literature about .the significance and
the sources of these values and traditions? ..
'== What ideas about the potentialities and 1imi-
tations of Boston and life in Boston-dre .
expressed in'literature? How?' L

While the bodks annotated below do not fall
neatly into the categories that indicate the scope
of the individual lectures, the bibli raphy places _
each volume in one of the categories abolt which it °,
is informative. . -
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1. Growing Up in Boston--Child's Eyé Views

Henry Adams. The Bducation of Henry Adams. Boston:
s Massachusetts Historical Society, 1918. (Paper -
back edition: Houghton Mifflin), .~ =

Chapters T and 11 of this autobiography des-~
cribe Adams' childhood in Quincy and Boston. The
author reveals the impact.of family background-
on his subsequent pPerceptions of JBoston~ In his
third-person account,*Adams describes a youth
greatly influenced by "the mere accident, of
starting a twentieth century career from a nest
of associations so Colonial--so troglodytic--as
the ,First Church, the Boston State House, Beacon
ill, John Harcock and John Adams, Mount Vernon -

Street and Qlincy." He gives excellent insights
into the childhood 6f ‘a:Boston Brahmin whose
. family 'viewed modern Bogton with considerable

skepticism and distrustf. Adams' concepts’ of
Boston are ysually developed through contrasts
with other places and states of being--Washing-
ton, BPurope and Quincy.

. Mary'Antin. The Prpmiged Land. Boston: Houghton-

Mifflin Co., 1912. (Paperback edition® Houghton

Mifflin, 1969).
» An account of the author's life in Russia, then
in Boston. Although her father never really
succeeded in the busingss world in Boston, Mary
. Antin sees her new country as thé "Pramised
Land." The American Dream was free public
schools, a chance .to become educated and to pur-
sue her goul of becaming a writer. She presents
an optimistic view of Ametica while describjhg
the shabby tenements where her'family 1ived and
the agony they faced every rent day. She is‘a

tay ' 4
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true believer in the value and efficacy of the

ayencies and institutions built to ease the

acculturation of imuigrants. Antin is helpéd

along the way by .the Morgan Memorial, the Bar-

nard and Morgan Chapels, and none other than the
Brahmin relic, Fdward Fverett Hale.

Robert Iowell, "91 Reuére St, " in Life Studles New

»

York: Farrar, Qtraus;-} and Cudahy,- 1959. (Paper-
. back edition: Farrar Strauss and Giroux, 1967).

 Worderfully insightful piece based on the per—
iod of three years Lowell lived at this address
with his parents. The essay conveys subtleties
of class distinction.on Beacon Hill; relates his
school and friendship experiehces wn;h Br immer
School classmates dressed in "little tweed golf~
suits with knickerbockers." He summons up mem-
ories of the Public Carden and Common, Sunday
dinners, childhood fears, detials of furniture
and yfress. - The author relates his mother's
"horrified giddiness" at the declassé character |
of their residential location: "We are barely
perched-on thé outer rim of the hub of decency."

Samuel Eliot Morison. One Roy:s Boston. * Boston:

Houghton Mift'lin, 1962.

This autobiography covers the years 1887 1901.
It is a c*ollectlon of the well-known historian' s
Eﬁrms and nnpresswns of his upper—class child-

. He describes vividly Boston society life,
private schobls, tranSportatlon, “play and social
attitudes. Morison views Boston as -less "stuffy,
prov1nc1a1 purse-proud, prejudiced" than some
critics maintain. His chi 1ldhood -account consis-
tently affirms upper-class ‘Boston ways, occasidn-
ally with a degree of defens;\reness The, thin

*
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volume is delightful reading. It gives a, sharp,
clear sense of what it was liKe to be a privil-
eged boy in late ninetéenth ¢entury Boston.

Frandis jossell, ed. Forty Years .On. West Roxbury:
Roxbury Latin. School, 1970. .
' ’ Produced in-commemoration of the 325th anni-
A Jersary of the Roxbury Latin School, this book
. includes a series.of "Ten Roxbury -Sketches" by
- the editor. . "Patterns of a City" presents his -

#  boyhood jmpréksions and experiences of Bostor.
Russell ventured the.length and breadth of ‘the
city, amd even as .2 boy "felt. the immediacy of
the proud, sprawling seaport @ity with'its .
mysterious stréngthgthat held the threfids -of so *
many individual and private destinies." "The
Boston F1" describes hisg daily trip to school.
This journ®y remains today an execellent cross-
sectional slioe through residential space and
 time "that the reader-can experience himself,
with Russell'§ account in mind.

David Viscott. Dorchester Boy: Portrait of a Psychia-
trist as a Very Youg§ Man. New York: Arbor
House, 1973 ’

' Viscott relates what it was like to grow up in
"a predominantly Jewish section of Dorchester.
His family shared a two-family house With his -
grandparents. ‘The author stresses the impo
tance attached by this camunity to culture apd
education. A segtion telling of ‘Blue Hill Ave-
nue shows boy pursuits, what he noticed,. .~
how he and his ‘playmates enjoyed and used their
peighborhood, its stores and storekeepers. :
"Thore were mo strangers on 'Blue Hill Avenue, -
only blood relatives from a fading culture shar-

. ing another cawwn thoroughfare in time." -
. -

>
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D, 2, - B‘oston's,'Phi/ﬂsxtcé_'l\Devélciment ' |
. _ . 7.and the Spiyit of Place '

Caroline Ticknor, ed. Dr. Holmes's Boston. Boston:
" Houghton Mifflin, CQ., 191%. '

- _ Oliver Wendell Holmes's unabastg;sd pro—Boston
. chauvinism celebrates key themes in the city's
view of itself and the spirit of Boston. In
dddltl(g: to capturmg cultural and social pre-
occupatiions, Holmes describes in sharp detail
the physical settings relevant to his agtivi-

- tieg and meanderlnqs——boatlnq on the: Charles,
for example.
» Resident of the Boston area for almost his
entire life, Holmes's wrilings span a iod of
rapid growth and physic¢al change of which he is
a thoughtful observer. He rails against the
ercection of historical monuments, rues the
"destroying hand of 'progress.'}

William Dean #Howells. The Rise of Silas Lapham. Bos-
ton: Ticknor and Cq., "1885. (Numercus paperback .
editions). ' .

- -’ . -
In addition 'to be‘!’nq informative about Boston
society and class conflicts, this novel tells
about physical dé¥elopment of the Back Bay.

» Self-made palnt—mnufacturer Lapham and his
family move to the South End as upper-class -
Bo&onians are fleeing it: Then Iﬂpmxf buys
a lot on the water side of Beacon, in the 'New
Land" of filled Back Bay. We follow his dreams
and evolving plans for his mansion, that serves

. _ as a metaphor for his shifting business and ’
' social fortunes. The story covers architectural’
styles of the period, and presents psychologlcal
_aspects of the individual decisions that in
cumulation developed the city.

¢
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- Henry James. '

1907.
Press,

»

The American Scene. New York: Harper,
(Paperback edition: Indiama University
1968) . . I

v

£

The chapter on Boston recounts James' return

. to his

f,/‘; abroaq

former home after'over twenty years
He decries the changes he observes in

the city, mixing condemnation of physical growth

with a

sharp disdain for-the growing immigrant

population. He sees Boston through the eyes of
both disjllusioned native and sophisticated new- .

comer .
values

Where the physical setting expresses
that he espouses, his writing captures

this effect more eloquently than the prose of
any other writer. The book includes his classic
description of the charm of Mount Vernon St.,
wandering up the hill to th€ rear of the State’

House,

"fairly hanging about there to rest like -

some good flushed iady, or more than middle age.”

W -
David McC 1.‘“%tou§>Bo§g§;: Sight, Sound, Flavor

and Inflection. sBoston: Little, Brown and Co.,
‘ 1948. (Paperback edition: Little, Brown and .

Co., 1973).

McCord's psséyé,'now almost thirty years old,

remain
' of the

among the best evocations of the spirit .
Bosten landscape, of the values ed

in the physical forms, both built and natural,
of the local environment. As he states: "Bos-

N ton 1is

what she i§ today because the past is ,

physically as well as traditionally a part of

- her modern life."

Anton Myrer}.

. Little

The Intruder: A Novel of Bostoh. Bostop:
, Brown and Co., 1965h

Subfitled "A Novel of Boston,™ this is.a novel
of Boston urban renewal, a distinct period in

FAN
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) the physical development of the city* The sheer
\ scale of redevelopment demanded a novel villi-
fying it, and this is it. Clearly inspired by
the clearance of the West End, the backdrop for
The Intruder is plans for renewal of the North
* . End. The wife of Gardner Lawring, Yankee archi-
' _ tect of the plans, is raped.by a North End cab— -
bie. The heavy+handed theme:  who is really
the intruder? .o T

- v .

3. Boston of Virtue ay.of Vice? . * -~
Urban Rcm‘_icismf vs. 'Revulsionigyp

John Tornrosge Fitzg@e.rald'. Bixby OF Boston: Being Lo
the Little Story of a Yeung Railway-Office Clerk. , .,
New York: Broadway Publishing Co., .1306 . .

A typical turn—of-the-gentury piece of raman- .
_tic pulp. Bixhy the railway clerk finds the i": .
city a place of unrequited love. The city e .. = o
strokes his romantic dreams and fahtasies, . ™ &% nRE
yearnings and, Just: . A ;i ST
_ SO . X
Fdward Everett fale. If Jesus Came td Boston. BP‘.;— . v
ton: Lar'nson,‘Wolffe and GO.; 1895. -

»

This plain ‘white-dustjacketed volume wag ip- Y
.spired by another's book entitled "If Christ =
Came to Chicago," that suggested that His plans
had failed badly. Hal®paints the rosier side.. = -
Dr. Primrose, his South Boston ‘physician-parra< = *
" tor, guides a Christ-figure ar'otind Boston. " The .,
tour is mergly-a vehicle for showing Qff the_
_+  great good wprks of Bostonians, @ population - '
R ostensibly dédicated to taking 'care of imri- '
grants and others in néed> Primrose and' the "
visitor traipse the ¢ity, .visiting in turn '
various effettive sogial agericies,.. .

4
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Nathanlel Hawthorne. The Blithedale Pomance

. Boston: 'I‘lcknor’ and Fields,. 1852, @aperback
edltldn _Norton, 1958) .

. The novel draws heaVJ.ly on Hawtlb‘rne S- stay

.at the, socialist oomnumty ‘established briefly

at Prook Farm ir’ 1841, in what is today West

Roxbury.., Hawthorne's tale ‘concérns the ;;plrlt—

~ual and psychoIaqlcal aspects of brothermod

and competing social, econcmic and political

. theories. In addition, it contrasts values

assoch,ated with city and country living. His -

" characters, gespecially the marrator, cynical - -

mindr poet Coverdale,. leave Boston in searchy,
of .a comtunal existence, but yearn for thé
comforts of the city.

w
xo\ '

Wllllam Dean }bwells A Modern Instance Boston:

Ostgood and Co. , 1882, (Paperback edltlon
Houghton Mifflin, 1957)

e

Bartley and Marcia Hubbard marry and move from -

"Equity, Maine, td the great metropolis of Bos-

S

ton. The Hubbards tiy hard to make it, but the

city denies them opportunity. Bartley poves up
in the world of local journalism, but suffers a
progresszve moral decay. Howells presents Bos-

- .ton as arcity of hlgh*'rents, mean streets and

* - sharp social cleavages. He plays out the theme*

of,'the.provincial innocent caming to the city

. (Boston) in some of his other novels as well

'ghe Rise of Silas Lapham, The Minister's
Charge; The Landlord at Lion's Head), but this
one handles the theme most skillfully and was”
hlS favorlte

O
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, Henry James. The Bogtonians. ,I.ondon:, Macmillan and °
Co., 1886. (Several paperback editions). '

This novel dissects female emancipationists
and abolitionists of the 1870's in temms that
are likely to put 1970's progressives on the
defensive. Boston remains inhabited today.by

p the philosdphical and political progeny of Olive
Chancelldr, rich proponent of emancipation; Miss
Birdseye, the aged, pefiniless philanthropist who
"has labored for every wise-reform"} Verena Tar-—

~ rant, who gains renown as a speaker for the -

" cause; as well as Basil Ransom,-the outsider who

. rejects the local ism's and fights for Verena'st

" heart. Revealing descriptions of parts of Bos-
ton accomparty James's focus on cultural and

- social forms of the ddy. '

4

-

4.. Human Values and Traditions® ¢

Margaret Allston (Anna Farquhar), Her Boston Exper-
iencés: A Picture of Modern Boston Saclety and
-Pecple., Boston: L.C. Page and Co., 1901, - -

In t},g highly melodramatic npvel, the prota- '
) gonist, while clearly a social success, feels
o judged and bullied by Bostonians, as though "I~
_had fgund my way into a mammoth woman's club |
where the principal idea was to doubt and weigh

M * every proposition, then disprove it if possible."
i . _She/ paints the rld .of Boston women of the
.. “<Brahmin claggs charity meetings, dances, dinners,

‘teas. ~Bost e are- trayed as aloof, indif-
. ferent,. impolite and cg%éitedf. . The story moves
through the main institutions-and establishments
of the uppey, class, ‘cofiientin irreverently on

LR each. . Sevéi;"al, illust;té'tio 3. show Boston at tlie
, ¢ Of t ] . RS s 4\,__ . .
e F&fn A tury- s }f"’,‘f. n
e T A4 v
A A oo
y , 1 ; 1 . \ /
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Arlo Bates. - The Puritans. Boston: Houghton Mifflin,
1898. (Paperback edition: Gregg, 1968).

. The novel follows.the introduction of twe-
young deacons into Boston society where they
encounter persons living 1ivés of subtle impro-
priety. . . . ..

E The plot fevolvesfaround the choice betweeri'a

> liberal and a conservative candidate for bishop.
The wealthy:-churchgoers take sides and use de-:
cidedly impious campaign tactics. A Dickensian
critique of ‘condescending philanthropists in-

- volves a do-gooders' visit to'a battered woman
in the North End. .- '

‘Oliver Wendell Holmes. The Autocrat of the iareakfas”t
Table.” Boston: Houghton MIfflin Co., 1858.
(Several paperback editions). . .

As he discourses with the Schoolmistress, the
Young Fellow Named John, the Landlady's daughter,
the Divinity student, the 01d Gentleman opposite,
and the Poet, the Autocrat, Holmes, expresses
local values and traditions. The book contains
his most famous epjgrams of Boston and life here.
His philosophical postures are framed by a close '
knowgedge of hig'city.. As Holmes says, "I have
boré&d this ancient city through.and throughfin
my daily travels, until I know it as an old in-
habitant of Cheshire knows his cheese."
4 .

Wy
Al

.
5. Immigrant and Ethnic Boston- .
Social’and Class Conflicts .

i

Charles Angoff, Journey to thé Dawn. Newv York: S
: Thomas Yoseloff, 1951. L

This is-the first in what became a series of"
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books about the Polonskys, a Jewish immigrant - °
family, and their in-laws, the Weinbergs. The .
Polonskys travel from Russia to Boston in 1905,
ard settle on Beacon piil. Angoff, a Boston news-
. paperman and, later editor of the American Mercury,
- recounts 'in viuid dem how, young David Polonsky
iendés his new . This is an excellent -
agoount of Jewish :mmigrant' experience of the
- city, detailing conditions of life, what young .
4 - pavid notices, likes, akhores, and is confused by.
The next two novels in series are set in Bos-—
ton, then' the Polonskys fove to New York, after
which poiht the images Boston are only occa-
siongl memories, comparisons and visits.

Joseph Caruso, The Priest. New York: Macmillan, 1956.

This book would never win a Nobel Prize for
literature, but it is an entertaining story of
the West End before urban renewal. It seems to
be the only novel primaridy about Italian Boston.
N\ The book describes the religious forms and strong
elements of anti-clericism in the community. It
' shows clearly the tensions and differences within
\ the Church. Gangster-Joseph Shannon is convicted
of killing his mistress. Father Octavio Scarpi,
a former boxer, hears the last rites of another
man who confesses to the murder. Father Octavio
is tormented about how to achieve justice and at
the same time not violate the secrecy of the con-
fessional. A \ '
Frances Parkinson Keyes.. J Street. New York:Julian
Messner, Inc., 1950. iPaperEick‘ edition: Simon
and Schuster, 1974). ' ) ¢

Fmily, granddaughter O_f. the ‘wealthy and popu-
~ lar Mrs. Forbes of Bostpn, marries Roger, who,
though far less affluent, is nonetheless of

~
L]
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"good" family: Roger's involvement in a progres-
sive law fim brings non-society visitors te. the- .
family hame. and unexpected friendships to' the °
sheltered Emily, who has never before had social
ocontact with the Italians, Irish or Jews who ih-
habit Boston. The unconventional Mrs. Forbes
expresses -both a questioning of, and an allegiance

‘to, the values of Brahmin society. Aside from

the social and sociological insights of the thovel,
there are valuable descriptions of life on Beacon
Hill, -in Iouisburg Square and in other, less "car-

rect" parts of town.

Malcolm X with Alex Haley. The Autabiography of Mal-

3

colm X. New York: Grove, 1965. (Paperbadk edi-
tIon';icGroVe, 1965) . : :

Rather little of Malcolm X's autobiography is
locally situated, but those few sections reveal

" a great deal about black Boston. We follow Mal-

John

colm's exploration of Boston when he first ar-
rives, then become acquainted with the Roseland
State Ballroom, the natural lure of the world of
poolroams, bars, cheap restaurants and pawnshops.
Malcolm lives in Roxbury and ob s classg dif-
ferences within the black commnity. He works
briefly loading trains at the Dover St. railyard,
and later is jailed for theft in the Charles-
town State Prisqn.- .

P. Marquand. fhe late Gearge Apley. Boston:..
Little, Browm and Co., 1937. (Paperback edition:.
Little, Brown, 1965), °~ . - ‘

R

. If you must read only one volume to understand
the Yankee Bostonian, this should be your choice.
Built around edited fictional letters, the novel .
probes sympathetically yet humorously the Proper
Bostonian's attitudes ‘towards family, physical

2
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and social change, schooling, Pu'rit:anisn‘ in-

tellectualiam and money. The ‘conflicts betméen

father and son are a classic of intergenerattonal

friction. A The younger Apley, even in his depar-

ture from the ways egpoused by his father, re- .
3\ mains a strongly traftional Bostonian.

Vs

. Mark J. Mirsky. Blue Hill Avenue. IndJanagblis:
Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1972. o ..

Rabbi Lux, the mild: good-hearted scholar,
leaves the serenity of study and the not-so- ,
serene comfort of home to pursue a missing pupil.
Once a thriving Jewish cammntty, this area of
Dorchester is now decayed and few of the "old
beards” are left; the most notable members of the
. : commnity apd the rabbi's congregation are. book-
_ ies, numbers men and .pool-parlor ownexjs.‘-\ Through
‘ the sewers arnd dens of Blue Hill Avenue the rabbi
searches, uncovering the 'sins and miseries of the
ghetto. The book Yaptures nedtly the spiritual
. decay ‘that lies behind the creaky stairwells «
. and the shards of glass. ) o .
) See also The Secret Table by Mirsky, probably
- the most powerful of.contemporary-writers to use
and to describe Boston. A partgef tiat book,
_ "Dorchester Hame and Garden" oofiterps Maishe, a
thirty-year old adolescent, returnihg to no-lon-
, ger Jewish Blue Hill Avenue.

" .

M . L I
. Edwin O'Connor. The last Hurrah. Boston: Little,
Brown ard Co., 1956. (Pgperback edition: Bantam,
1970) . e o ,
/ o .
This classic story of Irish-American politics
is based loosely on the life of James Michael
Curley. Protagonist Frank Skeffington exemplifies..
a personal style-of politics iff whieh individual

SN
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favorg are granted, and then repaid with votes, _
O'Connor analyzes Irish political culture through
the story of the incumbent mayor's fin:{ and

losing campaign against an inexperienced, medto-

cre opponent, backed by Skeffinton's political .
enemies. ‘The book plays dut marvelously the . .

_ Irish vs. Yankee political conflict. O'Copnor's

. other novels-All in the Family and The Rige of .

N

Sadness--are similarly informative about the y
Boston Irish.- b s . '
Vs

Bryant Rollins, Danger Song. New York: Maamillan;
1971. (Paperback edition: Collier, 1971).
) . ) .
. This rovel is impressive forits sensitive re-
counting of both blatk and whité) central city
and suburban perspectives. "It is surprising
that the book has' not received greater critical
or popular acclaim to date. Rollins shows the
lack of opportunity for a bright young black man
A who is continuously penalized for venturing phy-
sically and socially beyond Roxbury. Martin
Willjams' wanderings through Boston cover a good
pagt of the local landscape. We follew his
dreams and strivings, as he gets strong support
for his ambitions from his family, but has to
deal with his teachers' hostility amd white
youths' violent antagonism, Martin forms a close
- friendship with a boy from Beacon Hill, but is
beaten up by his black schodlmates for associa-
tidg with him. He becomes infatuated with a
white spburban girl whose father is.donating
the use of a Roxbury building to Martin's sis-
ters’ social agency. Their budding relationship
leads to Martin's death in a violent fantasy-
reality conclusion that is reminiscent of the
racial turmoil of the 1960's.




L

Edward R. F. Sheehan. ThR Governor: Being an B

Jean

bittered and Berused Acocount of the Life &

Times O o Ir st.
New %rl%: ?—ﬁf-ﬁ% %’ _I‘lsgng Oo.i, ;[-g;o .

A story of power politics that shows
importance of the Church in Boston polifics. '
Young, handsame Brmet Shannon is elected
Governor with the support of & corrubt Com-
missiomer of Public Works and the ‘Archbishop
of Boston. -Qamdssioner Francis X. Cassidy
strives to build a parking garage in the Pub-
lic Garden, but his protege balks at imple- .
menting the scheme.’ The novel includes ex-
cellent descriptive passages on Beacon Hill
and Roxbury. The repder learns about the
contrasting lifestyles of the‘Irish, blacks,
Italians, and Yankees. o

t

stafford. Boston Adventure. Phi ladelphia:
Blakiston Co., 1944, (Paperback edition:
Harcourt, . Brace, 1967) . S

This story of "an j;rmigrant hotel maid's

daughter who comes to live with ‘a Beacon .Hill

)
3
it

grand dame is a perfect vehicle for describing
Yankee Boston and the conflicts of immigrants -

‘and "natives." After Sonia Marburg's mother -

dies, Miss Pride invites Sonia to live with
her .on Beacon Hill. She catalogues in enter-
taining fashion its values and traditions.
The novel explores the gradations of class,

local predccupation with lineage, lionizing .

of Boston cultural institutions, and the
thriftiness of the wealthy. :

<
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- Siflney Sulkin. The Family Man. Washington, D.-C.: © -
Robert B. lLuce, 1962. N X

f

A story of Jewish Darchester 'during-the
Depression. Harry Allman, building contractor,
N + makes’ it through the econamic hard times,.partly
L by dhady déaling. 'The novel follows his family ..
'life] fram-his courtship with Leah to the disim.
. tegration of their marriage into bitter empti-
7 - 'hess and the earned disrespest of his chilgdren. *.
. This bock'is unusual for its setting in a neigh-
borhood of three-deckers rather than the brick ,
rowhouses that are the location for most Boston -
novels. 1t recounts the dynamics of: neighbor-
hood change of an earlier era.,

¢

-

Dorothy West.  The Living is Fasy. Boston:- Houghton
I;B'fflin, 1948. (Reprint: Arno, ‘1970).

A.story of Black Yankees, this may be the
only novel to deal with Boston's black middle
» class. A{lliqht—skinned girl makes her way in
society by \lying, cheating and manipulating
her sisters, daughter and husband, most of
whom desert her one.by one. Cleo Judson and
her banana wholesaler husband live first in
the South End, later near Brookline. The main
plot .concerns an unappealing, conniving charac- .
ter , but the book is interesting for its treat-
“ ment of race relations and local geography .

6. Travel Literature and Visitors' Accounts

Charles Dickens . - American Notes for General Circula-
_ tion. New York: Wilson and Go., 1842. (Paper-
. ‘back edition:\%nguin, 1972).

While residents of New York and Philadelphia
suf ferad Dickens' caustic reporting on his

» £
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visits there, Dickens gave Bostonians ample
reason For self—conqratulatlon He wrote, "The
tone of society in Boston is one of perfect
politeness, courtesy, and qood—breedlnq " The
city clearly benefitted from being the first -’
stop on his American tour. Dickepns took parti-
cular interest in ,local social se%;rlce institu-
. tions and charltles, and goes on at léngth abo

ch@rltnbl /Lnstltutlons locatec(ln %uth Boston 2

. H. G. Wells. The Future in America, A Search after

Realities. New York: Harper and Bros., 1906
(Reprint: Arno, 1974). ‘ N
!

At the start of this book Wells treated the.

+ city well, declarjng his admiration for the con-
fident and planful growth he observed. Later on,
Wells conc ldes that Bostonians are "mysterlously
enchanting and ineffectual," and porders why
this nuqht be. Overall; in his record, Boston *
.shines in comparison to other U.s. cities.

Nathanicl P. Willis. The Complete Works. New York:
J. S..Redfield, 1846. '

Willis' brief description of an 1843 visit to
Boston provides more fuel for the Bostonian's
penchant for comparing his city to New York.
Willis sized up the local populacelas being of
superlor character to New Yorkers. He comments
on the "look of staid reSpectablllty and thrift."
"The very loaves in the bakers' windows had
a look of v1rtuoqs exaction, to be eaten gravely,
if at all."

Chiang Yee, The -Silent Traveller in Boston. New ¥ork :
W. W. Norton, 1959. v

Chie{ng Yee is a more recent visitor who offers

a9
J



) impress ;ions ‘Of his stay in Boston. We can com-

pare our city with other pfaces covered in the
il ‘Silent Traveller series.. -London, Oxford, New

. York, Dublin. .Yee enters the city extraordinar-
ily well-connected and moves easily anmong the
intellectual and social elite. His prose has the

" same graceful 1mpres ionisty qualltles as his
watercolor illustra¥ions.  The polite and cur-
ious quest reveals us to ourselves gently

A4

7. Bodtoh Today . \

J

ssell H. Greenan. t\Happened in Boston? New
York: Random House, 1969.

nan makes full use of Boston character amd |
land§cape as both settlng and stimulus of ter-
rible fantasies apd various sinister possitili-
ties, The book presents a détailed knowledge of
the Back Bay and Public Garden. .The characters
" are easily recognizable to anyone who inhabits
or passes through these parts. The dlslntegra—
tion of the paranoid artist protagonist is less
interesting than how Greenan presents and uses
the city.

See alsd Greenan's Heart of Gold, a comparably
'ma(‘abre novel, also set in the Back Bay. It
offers’a Boston inhabited by a thoroughly per-
fidious Back®Bay minister, his rich and gullible
parishioners, and an assortment of con men and
shady characters.

George V. Higgins. The Friends: of _BEddie Coyle. New
" York: Alfred A. ‘Knopf, Inc. l972.

The first novel by George ngglns tells the

' story of a working-class Stlff in the Boston
underworld. Bddie Coyle™just. trying to make a

few clollars and stay a step ahead of the law,

N
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forfeits a position of relative safety by double-
crossing both the police and his criminal co-.
horts. The book traces the consequences of his
ill-advised actions, both for others*and f
iimself, in this tale of small-time deals gﬁd
violent retribution.
Higgins' next two books, The Digger's Game
ahd Cogan's Trade plow the same terrain as
E)ddle Coyle Readers of these novels will per-
celve a side of Boston one rarely sees or even
thinks of; innocent street corners became the
temporary offices of underworld gangs, while
restaurants, hotel parklng lots and garages take
on a sinister and secretive quality. Even Fen-
way Park and the Boston Garden became scenes of
s intrigue, masking the unsavory iritentions of
hoods and hit-men. From South Boston to down-
town to the wealthy suburbs, Higgins' men turmn
familiar places into settings for hidden danger
and violence.

_Robert B. Parker. Mortal Stakes. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1975. -

The first book in what is now a series of four
featuring Spencer, the author's hard-boiled de-

\ tective, a modern-day version of the detectives
‘of Raymond Chandler and Dashiell Hammett. Spen-
cer unravels a blackmail plot against a star
Red Sox pitcher. 1In this and subsequent books
Parker uses Boston and its metropolitan area
more fully, displays a stronger appreciation of-
the physmal and social city than do othew au-
thors who have recently. set fiction here. The
author pokes through the glossy surface of the
travel poster and reveals a city that sweats,’
weeps, struts and lays back. Parker's books in- .
clude same sharp social criticism as well-—about
‘suburbia in God Save the Child, university life *

(‘J
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and -student radicaliam in The Godwulf Manuscript,
waman's liberation and changing sex roles in
The Pramised Land..

. y

Dan Wakefield. Starting Over. New, Yosk: Delécoftg
Press/Seymour Lawrence, 1973. (Paperbuack edi-
tion: Dell, 1974). '

Boston after becaming divorced and takes a jeb

teaching public commnication at Gillen Junior

s College! The book satirizes the world of the
"brownstone schools of higher education of Bea-
con Street...ranging from certified distinction
of a minor sort tq high-priced havens for middle--
class kids who had nowhere else to go.” Wake-
field gives us an up-tordate view of the Boston
wor1d of 'young professionalsy changing family
and life styles. He recounts poignantly how
lonely, single people experience the city.

~

SUPPLEMENTARY READING

Van Wyck Brooks. The Flowering of New England, 1815~

) 1865. New York: E.P. Dutton & Co., 1936, .

- - New Epgland: Indian Sunmer. New York:
"E.P, Dutton & Co., 194p. .

These two volumes provide a comprehensive
literary history of nineteenth-century New
England writers, including major ones whose
books are listead above. .

£

! .

e _ _

‘% Fradces Weston Carruth, Fictional Rambles in and
about Boston. New York: Mclure, Phillips and
Co., 1902. (Reprint: Richard West, 1973).

Carruth carefully plots the location of scenes
y from Boston fiction. Organized according to

25
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several sections of the.cl.v_ ‘ . -

' r

1789-1900.. Philadelphia: University-of Pemn-

George Arthur .Dunlap, The 'City in the American Novelz,
sylvanja Press, 1934.  (Reprint: Russel], 1965) i~ Q
_ -Separéte* secr:i'ons on’Ney«'.York, Philadglphia

- and Boston, that, as the bqok's subtitle indi- -
cates, portray. contemporary conditions in these
., cities. T A '

* . K . 5 \é‘ o . .

' Morton and lucia white. The Intellectual Versus_the

City. Cambridge: Harvard University Press; 1962.°

This controversial piece of intellectual his- -
- tory-analyzeg the mostly negative and occasion-
ally positifl images of the city of several )
authors including same who wrote about Boston—-
Hawthorne, Adams, James and William Dean
Howells. - T : . :

Howard Mumford Jones and Bessie Zaban Jones. The .
o Many Voices of Boston: A Historical Antholagy,
1630-1975. Boston: Little, Brown and Co.,
. 1975. (Paper@ck edition: Little, Brown, 1975).

‘A useful ahthology that combines fiction and
‘historical materials. o -
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FOREWORD

The Boston Public Library is pleased to present

a series of annotated reading guides as a follow-up

to the lectures in its NEH Learning Library Program,
"Bostom An Urban Communjity." . N
The Library's program has been developed under
the Cultural Institutions Projram of .the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), a national pro-
gram whoseé purpose is to help libraries, museums and

other cultural institutions became centers of formal

humanities education for their caommunities. An ad-

- visory Camittee, cahposed of outstand scholars

fram academic institutions in the Boston area, as-
sists in the selection of topics for the program's

 learning activities and helps recruit the teachers

‘,?> . \\for it.

_‘j’(.‘i
¢ !

Sequences presented in. the Program have been:

xg "Bibles, Brahmins and Bosses: Ieadership ard

= the Bostort OOtummity" with Thamas O'Connor,

\ '\\ \' Professor of Hisfory, Boston Oollege. .
', & \ February 3 - April 7, 1975. =
\} ?5 ..". "\,‘F -
ay "Boston's Architecture: From First Townhouse
N _ to New City Hall" with Gerald Bernstein, .
$ L7 . Professor of Art Histqry, Brandeis Uni-

" - versity. Fehruvary 8 - March 29, 1975.

L \)\ . "Family Life in Boston: Fram Cblonial Times )
L

! to the Present” with Nancy OCott, Profes-
iv ~  sor of History, Yale University.



\.
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"Shaping the Boston Landscape: Drumling and
Puddingstone” with George Lewis, Professor . .
of Geography, Boston University. April.-8 -
May 27, 1975, '

"Revolutionary Boston: The Leaders and the
Issues, 1763-1789" with Richard Bushman,
Professor of History, Boston University,
September 16 - November 4, 1975. .

"Culture and Its Conflicts: The ‘Example of 19th-

Century Boston" with Martin Green, Professor
of English, Tufts University.’ September 18-

. Nmrel\ber\&, 1975,

"Boston's Artisans of the 18th Century" with
" Wendy -Cooper, Assistant Curator, American
" Decorative Arts, Museum of Fine Arts. )
November 13, 1975, , o

"Boston's Black Letters: Jram Phillis Wheatley
to W.E.B. DuBois" with William Robinson, |
Chairman of Black Studies, Rhode Island g
College, November 48, 1975 - Jandary 13,°1976.

"The Fmerging Inmigrants of Boston" with Andrew
Buni, Professor of History, Boston Oollege.

~ Fehruary 4 - March 31, 1976. : -
"From Grass to Glass: A History of Boston'ﬁ

Architecture" with Gerald Bernstein, Pro-
-, fessor of Art History, Brandeis University.
February 5 < March 25, 1976.

"The American Revolution and the QYmmon Man"
with Robert Gross, Professar of History
and American Studies, Amherst Oollege. o
April 6 - May 25, 1976. -

»
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\§"Iaw, Justice, and Eijuality: Case Studies from
: the Boston Experience” with Williim Davis,
Professor of law and Urban Studies, 'M.I.T.

b April 8 < May 27, 1976.
~ "Painting in ﬁbston, 1670-1970" with Marfaret

Supplee th, Professor of Fine Arts,
Boston Uhlyversity. September 14 -
) November 2, 1976. : '
“i};‘ -
N k
. _ ‘
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INTRODUCTICN

Despite-the importance of Boston to the formation
of our national culture, there ddes not exist a full-
length, published study of the city's contribution to
the visual arts. In 1968, Boston Umiversity held an = |
exhibit for which the catalog, Hoston Painters: 1720- ~
1940, gives an excellent synopsls of the major artists .
associated with the city. There has also been a doc-
toral dissertation (unpublished) devoted to the sub- -
ject, The Fine Arts in Boston: 1815 to 1879 by Jean
Gordon (University of Wisconsin, 1965). (One can
.purchase- a facsimile copy from Xerox University-Micro-
filmg, Ann Arbor, Michigan). A good nineteenth-cen-..
tury source is the series by William Howe Downes on
- "Boston Painters" in the September-December issues of
the At ntic Monthly, 1888. Martin Green's The Prob-

Boston (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., Inc., -

1966) although it is mainly concérrmed with literary .
Boston, probes with an acerbic pen same of ﬁYmb-

lems of patronage introduced by Downes.

The careers of Boston artists are inevitably . .
intertwined with the institutions of the city. Walter
Muir whitehill's two-volume Mus of Fipe Arts, Bos-
ton: A Centennial History (Cambrige, Mass.: Belkmap
Press of Harvard University Press, 1970) and Mabel
Munson Swan's The Athenaeum Gallery, 1827-1873 (Boston:
The Boston Athenaeum, 1940) provide the student with
fine studies of two of the major art patrons of the
city. Two of the art galleries founded in the early
- nineteenth century in Boston are still in existence '

" today: Doll and’Richards Gallery at 172 Newbury Street,. .
and Vose Galler{es at 238 Newbury Street. Beth A. -
Treadway has written a brief accoynt of the Doll and
Richards Gallery for the Archives of American Art

Journal (Vol. 15, No. 1, 1975, pp. 12-14); Y.

Magazine published a longex story on the Vose Galler—




A

" les in September, 1973,
an ’

. There was a time when much of American art was
Boston art. This early period, which ended before
the middle of the nineteenth century, {s well docu-
mented in general histories of American art; mater-
ialg for the later period, er, are more fupitive.
A comprehensive histery Jf American art '‘by John Wil= °
merding has recently been published as part of the
distinguished Pelican series, American Art (Harmonds-
worth, Emgland: Penguin Books, 1976). * Or oné might
choose Bdgar P. Richardsonfs\A Short History of Pain-
ting in America (New York: Thamay Y. Crowell Campany,
1963) or Matthew Baigell's A History of American -
Paintigg (New York: Praeger Publishers, 1971). Rich-
ardson's leisurely, scholarly-account relates Amer- -
ican achievements to the major art movements of Pur-
ope.. Baigell's shorter, pithier book cdntains acute
insights into the unique art historical coxditions
obtaining in the Unjted States. Barbara Novak's -
briliiant analytical' study, American Painting of the
Nineteenth Century (New York: Praeger Publishers,
1969) focuses on selected painters, including Boston-
ians Copley, Allston, Lane, and Homer, to exemplify
her thesis that the realistic tradition is the basic
mode of American art. R .

- this bibliography is the result of "Boston Pain-
ting: 1770-1970," a Sequence offered in the Learning
Library Program at the Boston Piblic Library and .
funded by a grant from the National Endowment for the
Hufanities. Margaret Supplee Smith, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Art History at Boston University, taught

" the sequence during October arnd November, 1976.




PURITAN AND COLONIAL BOSTON

The few paintings surviving from the seventeenth
century were méticulously surveyed by Louisa Dresser
©.in 1933, in her Seventeenth-Century Painting in New
land (Worcester, Mass.: The Worcester Art Museum) .
most recent addition to the scholarly literature
is a report by the ahnual Winterthur Conference,
Averican Painting to 1776: A Reappraisal, by Ian M.G.
Quimby (1971). First Flowers of Ow’ Wilderness by
James Thamas Flexner (New York: Dover Publications,
Inc., 1969) remains a useful 1ntroductlon to the '
perlod

)

Henry Wilder Foote has written definitive stud-
ies of two of Boston's outstanding early painters:
Robert Feke: Colonial Portrait Painter (Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1930) and John Smi-
bert, Painter (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press, 1950). \ .

A

Jules D. Prown's massive, two-volume catalogue
raisonh&, John.Singleton Copley (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1966) is the first art his-
torical study undertaken with the aid of a computer.
Prown also did a shorter and less intimidating essay
for an exhibit of Oopley s works that appeared at the
Museum of Fine Arts in 19635/66. Alfred Victor Fran-
kenstein's The World of Copley (New York: Time-Life
Books, 1970) 1s an excellent brief guide to Copley's
works and to the context in which they were painted.

-

REVOLUTTONARY AND FEDERAL BOSTON

_The visual artifacts of revolutionary and Feder-
al Boston are amply illlustrated in the catalog of the
Bicentennial exhibit, Paul\ Revere's Boston, 1735-1818 -
(Boston: Museum of Fine .T;Fj, 1975). Another Bicen-

——'V | - | ’ i
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tennial exhibit, ley, Stuart and west in America
and England (Boston: %se\m of Fine Arts, 1978 brings
together interesting conjunctiong of the three pain-
ters. Yet a third Bicentennial exhibit, Paintings by
New land Provincial Artists 1775-1800 (Boston:-
Museum of Fine Arts, 1976} provides not only a foil
for the study of cosmopolitan painting in Boston, but

also rare insight into thg astruggle to foxrm a nation-
“al style in the aftermath of the Revolution.

" Lawrence Park's four-volume work, Gilbert §tixar£
_ (New York: W. E.” Rudge, 1926) has not.yet been super-
seded. Much more accessible,  however, is the cataloq .

of the Rhode Island School of Design exhibit in 1967, _?‘i'.',

’ ok
Gilbert Stuart: Portraitist of the Y Republic. %
Mer iden, Conn.: The Meriden Gravure Co:, . Fin-"'¢
~ally, Charles Merrill Mount has written a biography *
Gilbert Stuart (New York: W. W. Norton, 1964).

THE RCMANTIC ERA IN BOSTON "

Edgar P..Richardson's washington Allston: A Study
of the Romantic Artist in America (New York: Thamas'Y.
Crowell Campany, Apollo Bditions, 1967) is the out-
standing work on the beloved hero of the romantic de-
cades of the 1820's and 1830's in Boston. Learned
and gracefully written, it comsiders Allston in the -
Tight of the international movement, Romanticism. The
chapter on Allston in Barbara Novak's American Pain-
ting of the Nineteenth Century illuminates some of the
special problems posed by Allston's work.

The work of the early genre painter, Alvan Fish-
er, has been sumarized by Robert C. Vose, Jr. in
"aAlvan Fikher," Connecticut Historical Society Bulle—
© tin (Vol.*27, ‘October, 1962) . '

P )
s,wi;- The Bostonian counterpart .to the Hudson River
ks .
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School og landscape painting was its ramance with thé
Ssea. John Wilmerding has written eloquently of sev-
eral ‘'of Boston's painters of the sea: Robert Salmon,
Painter of Ship and Shore (Salem, Mass. and Boston:
Beabody Museum of Salem and Boston Public Library,
1971); Fitz Hugh lane (New York: Praeger Publishers,
1971; and Winslow Homer (New York: Praeger Publishers,
1972) . In addition, two general studies, Wilmerding's
A History of American Marine Painting (Salem and Bos-
ton: Peabody Museum Sf Salem and Little, Brown and

7 Campany, 1968) and Roger B. Stein's essay for the
Whitney Museum of Art, Seascape and the American Ima
ination (New York: Clarkson N. Potter, Inc., 1975)
bfIng a historical perspective to the subject. Homer
is also the subject of two other excellent mondgraphs:
Winslow Hamer, American Artist, by Albert Ten Eyck
Gardner (New York: Clarkson N. Potter, 1961), and
Winslow Hamer by Lloyd Goodrich (New York: G. Brazil- °
ler, 1959). His achievements as a wood engraver in
Boston and later, in New York, are discussed in The
Wood Engravings of Winslow Homer, edited by Barbara
Gelman (New York: Bounty Books, 1969).

- BARBIZON ART IN BOSTON

Indispensable to an understanding of this rich
but neglected phase of nineteenth-century art in Bos-
ton is American Art in the Barbizon Mood, published’
for the Mational Collection of Fine Arts in Washing-
ton, D. C. by the Smithsonian Institution Press in
1975. The text by Peter'Bermingham includes an ex-
tensive bibliography with separate annptations for
each artist. Bermingham's book is not about Boston,
but betause of the historic role played by William -

s+ Morris Runt and Boston in introducing French avant-
garde landscape painting to this country, Boston pain-
ters form absignificqnt part of his book. }tﬁ

¥
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The outstanding artist of the Civil War era in
Boston was William Morris Hunt, whom Bermingham con-
siders at length in his book. The first modern edi-
tion of Hunt's elliptical, aphoristic teachings, In-
structions to Art Students, was published by Dover
Publications, Inc., in 1976. -Helen M. Knowlton, one
of Hunt's students, wrote Art-Life of william Morris
_Hunt (Boston: Little, Brown and Campany, 18993), an
exaggeratedly loyal but informative memoir that can
gometimes be found in the collection of one's public
library. : .

_ Nnother contemporary account, Truman H. Bart-
lett's The Art Life of William Rimmer (Boston: J. R.
Osqgood & Co., 1882) often turns up at the public lib-
rary. A more recent,. acoount of Rinimer's work is Lin-
coln Kirsten's "William Rimmer: His Life and Art,"”
Massachusetts Review (Sumer, 1961, pp. 685-716).

Rimmer's own Art Anag_v%, combining his experience
physician, artist, a aughtsman, was published i

paperback in 1963 by Dover Books, Inc.

. Less well known than either Hunt or Rimmer is

Albion Bicknell, whose ,portrait of Abraham Lincoln
hangs in the Doric Room of the State House. Wayne
Craven has described his work in "Albion Harris Biﬁ
' nell, 1837-1915," Antiques (September, 1974, pp. 4
449) . . )

'BOSTON IN THE GILDED AGE

one of the best descriptions of fin—de-siecle
Boston is Louise Hall Tharp's Mrs. ‘Jack (Boston: Lit-
tle, Brown and Company, 1965), a biography of the _
doyenne of the Back Bay, Isabella Stewart Gardner.
Although Mrs. Tharp's attitude occasionally verges on
heroine-worship, her research is generally sound.
Sargent's Boston (Boston: Museun of Fine Arts, 1956),

- - ,



the catalog of the centenary celebration of Mrs, Gard-
ner's portraitist, John Singer Sargent, is a witty .
portrayal of Moth the man and his patrons. David
McKibbin, head of the Art Department at the Boston
Athenaeum, who wrote the catalog essay, knows his
Boston well.
RS
Books about Sargent abound. of the more
recent are Richard Ormond's- John Si Sargent (New
Yark: Harper and Row, 1976), replete with sumptuous
color plates, and Donelson Hoopes's The Private World
of John Singer Sargent, catalog essay for the Corcoran
Gallery of Art (Washlrgton, D. C.: Oorcoran Gallery
of Art, 1964). Tastes in Sargent paintings have chan-
ged over the years, and in the absence of a catal%
. raisonné of his work, it is wise to consult one o
older studies, too, such as Evan Charteris's John
Sargent (New York: C. Scribner's Son, '1927).

Sargent and other American Impressionists have
been the subject of Hcreased scholarly attention in
>Tecent years. Donelson F. Hoopes in The American Im-
essionists (New York: Watson-Guptill Publications,

E97§5 and Richard J. Boyle, American Impressionism
(Boston: New York Graphic Soclety, 1974) describe the
group of American painters who flocked to Paris in
the generation after William Morris Hunt, and whose .
art was characterized by the djvided brushstroke and
Iightened palette of Impressionism.

{

Hoopes'.s book, which is the better of the two,
has entries nhot only-on Sargent, but also on three
great teachers at the Boston Museum School, Frank W.
Benson, Joseph 0. de Canp, and Bdmund G. Tarbellas

e no published monographs on these men, nar
is t“&re a history of the School for which they worked.
The recent catalog, Art in Traggition: A Century of
the Museum School (Boston: Museum of Fine Arts, 1977)
marks the beginning of belated acknowledgement of - the

L




contribut#®n of the School to the development of the
fine S in Boston. Benson, de Camp, and Tarbell )
are included, however, in the Metropolitan Museum
catalog, American Impressionist and Realist Paintings
and Mrawings (New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art,
1973), along with John La Farge, who painted in Bos-
ton during one phase of his career, and Dennis Bun-
ker, who was a protege of Mrs. Gardner. Bunker has
béen the subject of a monograph, Dennis Miller Bunker,
by Museun School graduate Robert H.I. Gammell (New
York: Coward-McCann, 1953), which will offend scame
because of its antimodernist stance. It is, however,
a sensiti{e and perceptive study not only of Bunker
himself but of the world in which he tried to eke

out a ljving, and of the artistic principles which

- he espoused. ~ ' .

3

In addition, there have been same publications
about other local painters who worked in the Impres-
sionist idiom. In 1974, the Museum of Fine Arts pub-
lished a small catalog essay on A. C. Goodwin, ard in

1972 Patricia J. Pierce and Rolf H. Kristiansen pab—  ©

"lished a catalog, John J. Enneking: American Impres—
sionist Painter (North Abington, Mass.: Plerce Gal-
leries).

1

IS

POSTSCRIPT

: Boston, in addition to having been the birth-
place of countless aspiring grtists, is also the re-
poesitory of many outstanding works of American art.
The Museum of Fine Arts, for example, has more Cop~
leys than any other museum in the world. It also -
owns a little-known treasure trove of works by Wil-
liam Mof™is Hunt. The Fogg Museum at Harvard in-
cludes among its riches significant paintings by
Allston and others, in addition to an outstanding
collection of earlier works. Nor are such art

g
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holdings limited to museums. Harvard University

has portraits by Copley, Stuart, "Hunt and Sargent
hanging on its walls. Downtown hospitals frequently
own distinguished partraits of founders and bene-

- factors, and sametimes even contemporary masterpieces
as well. The Boston Public Library has a Copley of
its own, and extraordinary murals by Sargent in its
collection. The student is urged to avail himself

. or herself.of the holdings in the Boston area, in

. addition to reading from selected bibliographies. A
useful guide to0 Boston collections will be another .
Boston Public Library publication scheduled in 1977,
Check-List of Early American Paintings in the Greater,
Boston Area. -, ] .o o

s
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FOREWORD

The Boston Public Library is pleased to present
a series of annotated reading gquides as a follow-up
to the lectures in its“NEM Learning Library Program,
"Boston: An Urban Oc\mmmity." N

. The Library's program has been developed under
the Cultural Institutions Program of the Natiomal En~
dowvent for the Humanities (NEM), a national program
whose purpose is to help libraries, museums, and other
cultural institutidns become centers of formal himani-
-ties education for their communities. An advisory
comnittee, composed of outstanding scholars from aca-
demic institutions in the Boston area, assists in the
selection .of topics for the program's learning acti-
vities and helps recruit the teachers for it.

»

. Sequences presented-in the Program have been:

"Bibles, Brahmins, and Bosses: Leadership and
the Boston Comunity" with Thomas O'Connor,
Professor of History, Boston College. -

February 3 - April 7, 1975.

"Boston's Architecture: Fram First Townhouse
to New City Hall" with Gerald Bernstein, .
Professor of Art History, Brandeis Univer-
sity. February 8 - March 29, 1975. :

"Family Life in Boston: Frah Colonial “Times to
the Present" with Nedncy Oott, Professor of
History, Yale University. -April 3 -

"~ May 22, 1975.

"Shaping the Boston Landscape: Drumlins and
Puddingstone" with Gearge Lewis, Professor
. of Geography, Boston University. April 8 -
May 27, 1975. . L

‘
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A Boston: The Leaders and the
88, 1763~1789" with Richard Bushman,
fessor of Wistory, Boston University;

T &l 16 - Novenber 4, 1975,

{@ and Its Cokflicts: The Example of 19th-
¥ Foston” with Martin Green, Professor

! latl# Century" with
ant Curator, American’
Museim of Fine Arts.

. [4
Decorative Arts,

Novenber: 13, 1975 - Jahpary 22, 1976.
' '-"\-\‘\. \ 7 .
"Boston's. Blatk Yetters: Fyom Phillis Wheatley

to W.E.B. DaBa{s" with William Robingon,

Chairman . Ack Studies, Rhode Island.
Oollege, ) or 18, 1975 ~ January 13, 1976.
_ b 3 \y - ,
"The mmg?;; Ants of” Miston" with Andres

\ﬂist:og)g Boston College.

#h 31,,1976.,

_ _ N U .

"From Grass to Glas 8% ‘A History 9% Boston's
Architecture" witN ‘Gerald Berhstein, Pro-

fessor of Art ey, Bra(gdei_s' University.
February 5 --March 2% 1978, | *- .
. L B " }

with Robert Groq_s'; b
American Studies, A
April 6 - May 25,.

“s s . Cr

"Law, Justice, and Eqﬁaliéy? Casée Studiebyfrom
the Boston Experience” with will bavis,
Professor of Law and Urban Studies, M.I.T.
April 8 - May 27, 1976.° . : :
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> .
INTRODUCTION '
. A gap, which appears at times cavernous, exists
between the public's approach to today's controver-
sies and the way in which the legal profession, to
whom the resolution of those controversies is largely
~ entxu ¢ thinks and talks about the same issues.
.- This g list is a small attempt to hridge ‘that
gap. It grows out of the course "Law, Justice, and
BPquality: Case Studies from the Boston Experience, "
given in the spring of 1976, as part of the
" Library Program, by Professor William A. Davis, Jr., .. \
'~ of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. While
- all the materials amployed in the coutse are included,
- “a nurber of bdoks and articles not suggested at the ¢, &
time have been added. The annotator recognizes that .
the direction of the lectures and atcompanying discus~ .
sions and the directions in which this list may lead
- the reader are not necessarily the same. A reading
list, however, can make an independent statement while
at the same time recapitulating the dourse it acoom
panies. The list follows the division of Professor
Davis's course into four sections, each taking a spec-
ific issue current in Boston and expanding to a dis-
cussion of ' the legal atmosphere surrounding recent
developments. The four sections are: :

1) Iandlord-Tenant Relations: The Changing Law
and the Emergence of the Boston Housing Coutt -

2) The Park Plaza Redevelopment Controversy: . %

- Adninistrative Discretion and the Dictates .

' ‘of Law ’ o

3) The Movement to Reform the Lower Criminal
Courts: The Legal Profession and the Qual- -
ity of Justice . '

4) School Desegregation and Its Implefentation

« ' b e

. The reader will note that each section inclules .
writings both descriptive of the controversies (or
taking one side) and philosophical. The latter, most

13




of them gathered in two anthologies, might: be read
together as an introduction to the philosophy of law.
They are the items numbered 4,5,6,13,14, and 17.

) - Fimally, each item add&hs.aist of assi

course reading has been given a letter as well as £

mmber of that assigned piece it is logically connec—
ted with. (Item 6a, for instance.)

4

A.H.
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I: Landlord~Tenant Law and the
of the Boston HousIng Court

In this first section, Professor Davis's theme
was the shifting balance in American landlord/tenant
law, a progression paralleling, and often following
at sanddistance, changes in the economic realities -
‘of housing in this country. The readings fall into
several categories: overview, policy analysis, guide-
lines for activiam, and philosophical background to
legal developments. ..

1. Frank I. Michelman, "The Law of Urban Housing,"
in Harold J. Berman, ed., Talks on American Law

(New York: vintage, 1971), pp. 230-249,

This is a 1970 discussion of trends ih American
landlord-tenant law; many of the major Massachu-

setts changes following these trends have occur- -

red since then. Michelman describes the force
traditional--medieval--land law has exer until
recently: the emphasis on "productive" use
the land led to strong protections for the land-
lord, whose tenant was supposed to be genera
wealth, not simply housing himself. At the
time, traditional land law expressed the idea
~that property should be disposed of as the owner
saw fit, a reluctance:.to interf with free- .
market economics.. But unregulatelf‘use of pro-
perty, and agricultural economics, bear little
relation to the housing market of the 1970s,
Michelman notes, and he calls for "sophisticated”
legal concepts to replace those that lag behind
changing economics. While he notes that inade-
quate temant bargaining power is at the root of
problems today, and suggests, that approach- -
th problem solely through the courtroom may
lead to an updesired reduction in low-cost hous-
ing, Michelman does not venture beyond general

1
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/suggestions, such ‘as that goverrment migh‘t beceme
more active in aid for fim\ming

2. Chester W. Hartman, Housing and Social Policy
(Englewood Cliffs, Prentice-Hall, 1975), pp.: 59-
.84,

- ' h .
‘\ " Hartman's book is‘'a thorough sumary of the
. American housing scene, discussing the economics

and law involved in new, construction as well as
existing housing, in hawe ownership as well as in
"rental housing, and” the range of goverrment poli-
cles that have been directed’ towards the contin-
uing problem. In the section,focussed on here, he
discusses the importante of the existing housing
stock to tenants, the impact of housing codes and
thejr enforcement, and the possibilities of re-
habilitation programs, as well as the often adver—
sary relationship between landlord and tenant.
The reasons why policies to date have failed and -
advances in the law have not led directly to im~
provement in the housing supply are detailed; if
Hartman seems finally pessimistic, it may be be-
cause he senses a negative answer to his basic
question: whether the right to decent housing is
ccmpatible with a pmfit system. ¢

3. Canbridge Tenants Oigamzing Ommittee, al
Tactics (@r_%n%ol; for Massachusetts Tenan
'((T:rEHdge, .

) C'IOCsharxibookistacticalinthemethat
it details procedures tenants can use in courts
and in administrative hearings. It also expres-
ses a political point of wiew about landlord-
tenant relations and about the proper way to ap-
proach them: through organization by tenants -
rather than through reliance on results in the
legal pyocess. "The law is not neutral,"” CTOC

o
L
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says, but weighted towards landlords because
written and administered by members of the land- -
lord class. Reforms cannot change basic property
relations, nor are they intended to; the real aim
of the lejal system is to defuse temant organi-
zation and to preserve the profitable business
of most landlords by doing a modest amount of
policing to kéep the most blatantly unjust under
control. The trouble with housing codes, from
CTC s point of view, is that they are not strin-
gen enforced; this counters Hartman's view
that .énforcement is, or is likely to be, strong
enowgh to cause wholesale abandorment by land-
lords and ultimate damage to tepants. The differ-
ence is that CTOC is calling tenants to action to
better their living conditions, while Hartman,
who may shar§ the same end of tenant control of
housing, is Yess sanguine in his analysis of the
effects of that action. )

Legal Tactics contains appendices with texts
of the key Massachusetts statutes, requlations,
and. court decisions affecting tenants. As a tool
for current use, it is updated by the organiza-
tion fram time to time. : -

Richard McKeon, "Justice and bErrlu.ality," in Carl
J. Friedrich and John W. Chapman, eds., Nawos

VI: Justice, (New York: Lieber-Atherton, 1963,
1974), pn. 44-61. :

McKeon, a philosppher, speculates on the dev-
elopment of the concept of equality, an idea he
sees growing through history as more and more
- people are included among those to be counted
"equal." He positg three periods: in the.first,
the relation of society to the ruler was the _
critical question. 1In the second, it was the re-
lation of the individual to society; questions of
.individual rights were j,l.n focus in the revolu-

i



{

tionary period of the éighteenth century. .McKeon

sees the twentieth century as a third period, in
which manipulation of the majority of society--
the tyranny of prevailing opinion--has become the
prime question, since rule of the majority (demo-:
cracy) has been accepted. In the modern period, -
the relation of private to public has become the-
center of attention, and questions of econamic
equality dominate; while in the eighteenth cen-
tury, freedam of speech, religion, and assembly
were most sought by revolutionaries, twentieth-

~ century revolutionaries are concerned with free-

dam from want and fram economic discrimination. .
The vocabularies of the earlier struggles are o
longer “appropriate; but McKeon proposes that the
contradictions between desired equalities may be
fruitfully explored, and that there is no "master
plan" laid down by the use of reason, rather a
continuing need to reexamine preconceptions which
is a sign of healthy .progress.,

A. M. Hormoré, “Social Justice," in Robert S. Sum-
mers, ed., Essays in lLegal Philosophy (Oxford:
Basil BlackweII Berkeley; University of Cali—

fornia Press, 1968), pp. 61-94.

Irike McKeon, Honoré regards the twentieth cen-
tury as radically different fram earlier periods
He summarizes various forms of "justice" explored
by philosophers (he suggests six) and extracts
from them principles relevant to social justice.

.In twentieth-century thinking, social justice.

has taken the place of the "just man" standard of

irdiv1dua1 ethics dating back to Aristotle. Hon-
Rmposes that social justice is something each

indiv1dua1 has a claim to regardless of conduct

. or deserts; allocation according to need and con-

formity to rule are subordinate aspects. The
claim to an equal share in gocial goods is not

rn
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equivalent to a claim to equal treatmesnt; the

' urﬂarprivilege& may be treated preferentially.
Honoré recognizes that social justice is a radi-
cal principle, opposed in many instances to other
social ideals (liberty, for one), but he holds
that in the long run it is the only mrinciple
likely to bring social stability.

II: The Park Plaza Qontroversy:- .
Mminigtrative Diacretion and the Dictates of ILaw

The second section of the course focussed on the
exercise of discretion by those who administer the
law; the case studied was the history of disapproval
and then approval of Park Plaza redevelopment schemes
by the Massachugetts Department of Comminity Affairs.
Aministrative discretion is an area in which there
is little definition., .In an increasingly bureaucra-
tized society, it is also an area of growing impor-
tance; but in the literature of that hranch of legal
scholarship known generally as "administrative law,"
. attention has been centerel on detertining which de-
cisions are subject to discretion and whith are not,
rather than on the exercise itself. "For present pur
poses, an article which attempts a philosophical in-
quiry into the sources of administrative authority

to make law--the sdurce of power fram which the use

‘of discretion follows--is augmented with a polemic
that, oonsidering the circumstances of urban renewal
decision-making, calls into question same of the as-
sunptions of the first article. '

6. Clarence Morris, "Law, Justice, and the Public's
Aspirations,” in Carl J. Friedrich and John W.
Chapman, eds., Nomos VI: Justice (New York:
Lieber-Atherton, - 1963, 1973}, pp. 170-190.

Lawmakers are agents of the public; justice re-
sults when they consciously advance the public's

- .
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-interests, although they may act without a clear
understanding of those interests, or may fail to
act far other reasons. To Morris, legislative
bodies are clearly the proper agents. But since
legislation proceeds slowly, courts and admini-
strators are called into the lawmaking role al
In a number of historical instances Judges have - -
made law in periods when legislatures failed to
keep step with social change. Morris suggests
that when it js left to the courts 'to make law,
advocates became crucial to the process; both
because they further the use of existing legal
remedies in new, situations and because they act
to check the fraeedom of judges to innovate. .He
can be said here to be offering thearetical sup~
port for the "adversary" system of justice; in
addition, his insights into the role of advo- |,
cates cdn be applied to the same role taken be-—
fore administrative bodies, who are like judges
entrusted with the power to make "law."
Beyond the well-defined roles of the legisla-
tures and the courts, Morris sees a wider "just-
ice, of social obligations" that exists without
governmmental intervention. It arises out of the
folk character, like a people's language, and
‘the operation of govermment is necessary only
when a breakdown in the system of social under-
standings leaves a vaguun. Morris calls for
greater recognition of the role of private in-
stitutions and transactions in creating justice;
.he would have the public aspirations which lie
behind social _transactions more closely examined.
With the incr8ased understanding thus derived,
law and with it justice can be created without
the often lengthy recourse to legislatures and
courts. .

]
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6a. Robert Goodman, After the Planners (Nav Yark:
Simon and Schustér, 1971).

A founder of Urban Planning Aid, a Boston
group formed in the 19608 to fight top—down urban
renewal planning, Goodman attacks the elitism of
the city planning movement. He has been involved
in "advocacy planning"--a channel-designed to pro~
vide ‘some community input into planning decisions
' by making the process -essentially adversary--but
he sees this as a failure because the only real
power is concentrated in the hands of the business
interests behind renewal. He is also concerned
with debunking the myth of the neutral profession-~
al involved in urban planning. Ultimately, says
Goodman, the answer must be a shift in wealth and
power; anyplamirgfrcmthe top, whether under
capitalism or state socialiam, implies a loss of

the camunity's power to control its way of life, .

Goodman's book calls into questioh the idea
that private transactions can lead to justice in-
decisions liké planning choices, whare there is
a basic inequality of power among the groups af-
fected. While he does not draw the conclusion
that planning decisions made by adjudicatory
procedures will produce jhstice, given an inequal-
ity among the parties, it would Seem to follow

that the more_ formal the ‘decision-making process, -

the more'chince the interests of the leas power—
ful will be protected.

III: The Movement to Reform the Lower Criminal Courts:

The Legal Profession Bnd the Quality of, Justice

. In the third section, the state of the lower

- oourt reform movement was analyzed. Readings include
" a report which was important in casting light on prob-
lems in the system in 1969, and a recent article by a

\\/



oourt adminiéjtrawz; on progress since then. e
. attitude of the legal profession towards court refom,

in a mmber of writings. Included are the views of
lawyers and nonlawyers with widely divergent philo-
sophical and political assunptions.- '

7. Stephen R. Bing and S. Stephen Fosenfeld, The -

lity of Justice in the Lower Criminal Courts
o% Metropolltan Boston (Boston: lawyers Comml ttee
for CIV{E Rights Under law, 1970_) . _

The report of a 1969 survey of Boston's lower
(@istrict) criminal courts concluded that condi-
tions in these courts, yhich affect poQn people «
chiefly, "seriously abuse principles of fairness
and due process.” The authors concentrated on

ures followed in the lower ocourts by

judges, police prosecutors, and bail commission-
ers and bondsmen. The caseload consisted largely
of minor traffic offenses and drunkeness offen—
ges; and the operation of the lower courts took .,
place within the trial de novo system, which theo~
. retically ensured each defendant's constitutional
- right to a jury trial by allowing him a seocond -
chance in the superior court. In practice, how-
ever,’ the de novo system served to obscure the
practices of the lower ocourts, which were not re-
viewed when the new trial- began; and the right to
a jury trial was effectively denied to those de-

aition of sentence or-other sanctisz if they

sought the new trial. The report 1is

mentad, the authors'design being to prompt reform
wgh exposure. While their basic proposal was
Lition of the fle novo system altogether, Bing
Rosenfield recoynized that 80 basic a change
unlikely soon, and they proposed also alter-

tive, less sweeping, reforms. Increased parti- . -

+
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' ‘ cipatim of the organized ba.r in Mamcl’usetts
was also called for. -
" The Bail Reform Act of 1972, and other changes
) since The lity of Justice was written, have
. remedied some o§ the problems Bing and Rosenfeld
“»* " - described. The reader’ will note, however, that
‘the 'movement to reform Massachusetts d:l.strict

ocourts continues, most noticeably in early 1977
with the Cox Camission report

8. Jerome S. Bery, "The District Courts in Massachu-
- " setts: Making Decentra tion Work,"” in Judica-
' 1976), pp. 344-

ture, Vol. 59, no. 7" (F
357,

t effarts in the
five years prior t0'1976; he does not mention the -
1970 Bing and Rosenfeld teport as an element in
pressure for reform. | Accarding to Berg, the ,
major achievement in'the district courts in this
period-has been an upgrading through administra- -
tive measures, preserving what he seea as the
cardinal virtue of the sybtem, the‘decentralized
. structure of the lower courts. While Berg notes
ttntanerﬂtoﬂxedemvosystenitselfisurder
' study, he suggests that strengthening current
two level system is a more realistic. iate
‘goal. He does not draw the obvious lusion
that strengthening th& system will forestall .
- change indefinitely; his concern seems to be nore
with the integrity of the.cougt system (its re-
pute, in effect), than with the treatment it af-
fords defendants, the central focus of the Bing
and.Rosenfeld study. He’'does,” however, join the
earlier writers in suggesting the time is ripe
. for lesser reforms, such as inproved record-

keeph’q
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9. John J. Bonsignore, et al., eds., Before the Law:

An Inrt_x_'ﬁ;pg\xction to the Legal Process {Boston:
Houghton flin, . )

This book is a recent emntry in a new category:
* textbooks oh law for nonlaw students. Thus, -
‘while in format like a text in including the
reports of a manber o cases crucial to an under- .
_ standing of legal corncepts, it is not, like tradi-
tional law texts; restricted almost eptirely to
tHe writings of appellate court judges, whose
opinions are’naturally circunscribed by their
role and social status. Instead, the editors .
have assembled a wide range of analytical writing,
. journalistic accounts, political thought, and
) “other materials designed tdi'tast light on the
"legal process.” In the a logy format the
reader is free to-draw conclusions, but the bent
of the editors is evident in some of their or-
ganizational choices: the section on "law, status,
wealth, and power," for instance, suggests by its
title alone categories-traditional law study
chooses mot to recognize. The gelections assem— |
bled under the heading "The Lawyer and Social Re-
form," in Chapter 3, are of particular interest.
- in relation to items 10,11,12, and 12a belew, and
. to the question of the role lawyers themselves -
can in &fforts towards lnstitutional change.
They indlude a odllection of responses to the
working of one of the nation's best-known legal .
gervices projects in the 1960s. . :

L 4

10. Harold J. Bermman, ed. Talks on American Law
(New York, Vintage, 1971), Chapters II, III, v,
v, and XVII, pp. 19-75, 250-263. ' -
. - .

A sgri‘es‘of.~ radio talks on American law pre-
pared for the United States Information Agency:.

Y.

in 1959 and updated in 1970. The authors, all
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Harvard professars, discuss ‘in the chapters cited

" ‘the judge's role, the adversary system, trial by

jury, rights of the accused in criminal trials,
. and the legal profession. The format, which re-:
‘ quired brevity and a degree of superficiality,
and the apparent sympathies of the authors, com-
bine to produce a generally uncritical effect.

' Thus Fuller's article-on the adversary system ‘.
Seems to assume an equality of resources anmong
the parties to a dispute; Hall suggests that the
legal profession has made various rights avail-

-, -able to the accused. The.former is typical of a _

: number of normative statements in these articles
which are given as descriptive; the latter is an "
example of the ahistorical cast of the writing,
as it passes over the long stxmglg for certain
of the rights in question, a struggle often re-
tarded rather than advanced by the legal profes-
sion. Onthe whole the articles in the Berman -
collection may be taken as an apology for the s
American legal system; criticism is muted.: As °
Berman notés in his preface that "ho censorship™

A was a ocondition he exacted from the USIA, the
reader must assume that the writers were satis- o
fied with the state of American law in 1959 and
in 1970. .

11. Robert Lefoourt, ed. Law Against the People:

Essays to D_eMtifx Law, Order, and the Cburts
New York: Vintage, 1971). . ' .
.. This colleetion of éssays may be taken as the
antithesis to Berman's book. The writers in-
clude civil rights lawyers, voices fram various
antiestablishment groups of the- late 19608, and
ronlawyers analyzing the law from a left eco-
nomic and political standpoint. -

The authors are concerned with the role radi-
cals may or may not be able to take in the Amer-

3




!

icdk legal system. Recognition of the class ;
nature of the system is. seen as basic,in ap- -
proaching this problemy there is general agree-
ment that law itself cannot effect fundamental
change, which will occur only with economic re-
ordering. The neutrality of the law is a myth;
those who wish to use the law to hring about
. change must consider whether their role is
simply to expose the contradictions inherent in
the system, or whether it is in some larger
. sense (suggested in Arthar Kinoy's article on
+  the radical lawyer and teacher of law) to work
*¢  towards a resolution of the contradictiors. The
uncertainty as to the lawyer's role expressed .
- in this anthology. contimies among those who
brought. activist attitudes from the 19608 into
the study or practice of law. For further ex~ .
, pressions of the same conflicts, sge Jonathan
- Black, ed., Radlcal Lawyers (New York: Avon, -
1971) .

12, Jerold S. Auerbach, Unequal Justice: iawers and
Social Change in Modern America (New York: Ox-
ford University Press, 1976).

V. A social historian who was once a law student
adds perspective to the debate between the at-
titudes expressed in the Berman and.lefoourt
anthologies. Auerbach is concerned chiefly -
L with the elite of the legal profdssion since the

. end of nineteenth centuzy, and he concludes
j with the observation that in the era of Vietnam
¢ ] and of Watergate,,"legitimate authority" has -
- B stripped from those institutions, includ-
ing the law, which have seemed the bulwark of
society. To Auerbach the future portends great
change, aboit. which he is not optim@stic.

.2 o S 4
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. Auerbach pictures a profession which likes to
think.of itself as having grown from a field for
principled, individual effort ‘(the Abraham Lin-
coln myth) into one "led" by highly efficient

" large firins enabling American society and its

econamy to run amoothly. The reality, he says,
is that the profession has always been highly
stratified, and has consistently protected it~
self against expansion, particularly against'1 the
entry of immigrant lawyers into its higher eche-
lons. legal education and the ethical codes
established by the profession are analyzed in
this light. The New Deal, Auerbach suggests,
was a period of great upheaval in the profession,
but ong which gave way to a consolidation typi-
fied W idealistic young New Deal lawyers-going
to work for the industries they had heen invol-
ved in regulating. In light of this experience,
ohe might find Auerbach's sense .that a real
charige will come out of the upheavals of the
19608 unsound; but he is not claiming to know’
the future, only to give a solid account of the
past fram a viewpoint that has been generally
unrepresented in legal history. For this reason
Unequal Justice is particularly valuable.

John A. Robertson, ed., Rough Justice: Perspec—
tives on lower Crimina] Gourts (Boston: Iittle

- Brown, 1974).

This anthology incorporates parts of the Bing
and Rosenfeld report; it makes the point, im-
portant, to remember in reading the latter, that
reformefforts are cyclical, in Massachusetts
occurring about every ten years. The appearance
in early 1977 of the Cox Commission report on
the criminal courts buttresses the point.

In his introduction, Robertson discusses the
effett (or lack of effect) of past reform ef-
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forts, and the northodox explanation" for lower
ocourt problems--that there has not been a devo-
tion of resources equal to the task of reform,
and that structural elements resist change. He
proposes instead that reformers understand all
the functions of courts before they pro-
pose structural e. 'This is essentially a
call for a form of functiondl analysis. Beyornd
the ostensible purpose of dispensing justice,
thege courts exist for a mumber of reasons: to
protect superior courts from drains on time and
resources; to maintain social order; to resolve
disputes; to reinforce the social dominance of
the idea of legality: and for internal bureau-
cratic goals cammon to'many structures--the self- .
justifying high level of "production” which sat- "

the people. The particular value of this collec-
tion of articles is that the reader is acquainted
with the functional realities of oourt operation
which fall adtside of the justioe—dispensing

 role reformers and defenders of the courts alike
focus on. ' . .

13. John Rawls, "Justice as Fairness," in Biward A.
Kent, ed., 1aw and Philo : Readings in 1

%117_1_?%& h’mgim CI;%ES: Prenaice—-HaIl, :
o), po. 490-497. . .

The first of a pair of articles chosen to cast

theoretical light on the nature of reform and

“ of the legal, profession. Rawls's piece is an :
early draft for studies which eventually resulted
in his long work A Theo of Justice. His prin-
cipal claim is that u tarlaniam, which has
peen the dominant strain in legal philosophy, is
unable to acoount for fairness, the fundamental
concept in the idea of justice. Rawls takes

‘ .

X ' .
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what could be called a neocontractw:iist line
of thought; essentially, justice inheres in _
institutions that allow fay no circumscription

of individual rights untilfthe holders of those -

rights begin, in their exercise, to interfere
with each other. If all parties to an agree-
ment mutually acknowledge a set of principles

‘governing that agreement, then fairness is achie-

vad. The utilitarians differ in looking for
the grestest possible total benefit; in their
balancing of gain and loss,* they countenance
situations in which there is no conceivable
benefit to one (a slave, for instance) so long
as there is a greater benefit for all. :

-
*

John W. Chapman, "Justice and Fairness," in
John W. Chapman and Carl J. Friedrich, eds.,
Namos VI:'Justice (New York: Lieber-Atherton,
1963, 1974), pp. 147-170. o
\
Answering Rawls, Chapman argues that the

"Contract" Rawls proposes is too grounded in
the idea of reciprocity, and that other consi-
derations, need and natural right, must be -
taken more into account. Historically, Chap-
man says, utilitarianiam was an advance on
contractualiam, because the latter called only
for fairness in actual dealings, and was not
concerned with the consequences of an agree-
ment fairly entered into. Both the concept of
fairness, which Chapman equates with recipro-
city, and the concept of justice, which asses-
ses the outcames of agreements, must be kept
in mind. Both concerns are rooted in the :
moral nature of personality, expressing a sense
of what is owed.to us as persons. =

+
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IV: School Desegregation and its Implementation

In the final section of the course, the problem
of school desegregation was examined in its histori-
cal aspect--the' background of the 1954 Brown deci-
sion--and in its current aspect--implementation of
the 1965 Racial Imbalance Act under court order. o

. while Massachusetts is unique in same ways--school
desegregation was an issue here before the Civil War,
and the Racial Imbalance Act was the first epactment
of its kind by a state legislature--in other ways
the state of school desegregation here is typical qof
northern industrial states. The struggle against de -
jure segregation in the south is all,but over; minor-
ity members in the major population centers now fade
the seemingly intractable problem of de facto segre
gation, due as much to econcmic as to racial dlscriT\-
ination. The readings look into both Massachusetts‘
history and the larger national issue. ’;
15. Richard Kluger, Smp}e Jqstice' The Hlstory ofi
Brown v. Board of Bducation and Black Amerlca's,s
Struggle for Equahty (New York: / Knopf, 1976).

Simple Justice is a thorough lucid, highly l
readable account of the events and personalltlés
behind the Supreme Court's 1954 Brown v. Board,,

’ of Bducation decision holding segregation of

- schools unconstitutional. Kluger, a journalist,

" employs a dramatic structure (in recounting the
concentrated effort of a small group of NAACP
lawyers and their allies to bring about a basic .

' social change through the courts. The book has

' weaknésses--gouthern society is made to a
‘sanewhat one-dimensional . the econamics of se-*
gregation are not adequately.dealt with, and*
Kluger's jections into the future are sketchy,
particularly with regard to the now centtral
issue of.de facto segregation--but this is a

RN
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vivid account of the politics of the pre-Brown
period, of the dedication of the legal activists
who made the case, and of the fruition of their
Labors

Frank Levy, Northem Schools and Civil Rights:
The Racial Imbalapce Act of Massac}nsetts
tChicago: Markham Co., 1971)

This study of the 1965 Act, itself in one
sense part of the implementation of Brown, pro-

. vides food for thought about the current Boston

school controversy. Levy amasses statistical
evidence to support his thesis that the Act,
like most Civil Rights acts, was passed by those
legislators representing constituents not dir-
ectly affected by its implementation; the impli-

cation that school desegregation, or other civil-

rights legislation affecting life in the Boston
suburbs will be hard or impossible to pass is
clear.

Leonard Levy, ard Douglas L. Jones, eds, Jim
Crow in Boston: The Origin of the Separate but

"Bqual Doctrine (Mew Yark: Da Capo, 1974).

Boston schools were desegregated by law long
before slavery itself was abolished in the ,
United States. Levy and Jones have collected
basic documents surrounding the 1849 Roberts .
decision, which-upheld segregation but which was
overturned by the Massachusetts legislature only
six years later. 1In the introduction Levy points
out how the words of Massachusetts Chief Justice
Lemuel Shaw in Roberts were u.sed——temmsly—-by
the United States Supreme Court in Plesa

%—

F son, the 1896 case which legit
‘gregaE{on in American public schools until

1954.
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Derrick A. Bell, Jr., ed. Race and Racism in .
American Law (Boston: Little-Brown, 1973), PP.
31-666. -

In format, Bell's is the typical law school
casebook, emphasizing, in the section chosen,
thetextsofalargemnberofappellatacmrt
opinions on the topic of school desegregation
and equal educational opportunity. The reader
will find both Brown decisions, and the major
cases following Brown II, the implementation i
decision that established the "with all deli-
berate speed" standard for school desegrega-
tion. This edition does not include same of
thefmost important decisions affecting the
de facto segregation controversy, on cases
which have begun or have reacfed the higher
courts since the date of publitation: San An- -
tonio Irﬂﬁ%ent School District v. gzﬁez, '

n 3, fen v. Bradley, i Detroit
decision, and later cases. On the whole Bell's
choices indicate the legal ‘system's unwilling-
hess to recognize inequalities of wealth as the
basic category in which a good deal of the
"desegregation" controversy should be consi- »
dered; he does, on the other hand, establish

- as separate topics northern school litigation
after Brown and alternatives to integrated
education (discussing specifically the argu-
ments between advocates for systematic inte-
gration and ‘Supporters of commnity-controlled
schools) . While the law of school desegrega-
tion continues to be made, rendering any col- -
laction of' cases such as Bell's quickly obso-

1

. lete, the reader will discover in the materials

" collected here the background to, and the
| basic vocabulary used in, the current 1iti-
gation. ST -



17. 1Isaiah Berlin, "Pquality as an Ideal," in Fred-
erick A. Olafson, ed., Justice and Social Policy
(New York: Prentice~Hall, Spectrum, 1961), pp. '
128-149.

The Brown decisipn of 1954 hroke with previous
Supreme Court doctrine in the field of public
education by rejecting the idea that separate
schools for blacks could be equal to those main-
tained for the white majority. In this final
selection the philosopher Isaiah Berlin grapples
with the problem whether the ideal of "equality"
can be taken out of the various contexts in
which it is discussed, in order to define it
clearly. Berlin suggests that while there is
general agreement® that it is natural to treat
each member of a class equally, unless there is
sufficient reason for not doing so, two issues
are left open: what constitutes sufficient

+, reason in a given case? and what class are the
parties concerned seen to be members of? At~
tacks on inequality came from two directions:
first, from a belief in the "natural rights" of -
individuals; and second, from a set of rational
principles. The second is the more extensive
point of view, as the definition of natural
rights may be very limited; it may lead, for in-
stance, to the view that with minimal require-.
ments of equality individuals in society should
be left to take advantage of another, conflic-
ting ideal--liberty--to Ssucceed or fail accor—
ding to their individual characteristics. Ber-
lin concludes that the compatibility- of equality N
with other aims such as liberty is not deducible -
fram any general principles; instead, all ethi-
cal and political systems arrive at a compromise .
between the conflicting ideals.

&
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FOREWORD

. The Boston Public Library is p?ased to .present
a series of anrotated reading guide

" "Boston: An Urban Community."

The Library's program has been developed under
the Cultural Institutions Program of the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), a new national
pProgram whose purpose is to help libraries, museums
and other cultural institutions became centers of
formal humanities education for their cémmunities. .
An advisory committee, composed of outs
scholars from academic institutions in the Boston
area, assists in the selection of topics for the
program's learning activities and helps recruit the
teachers for it. i

Sequences presented in the ngram have been:

"Bibles, Brahmins and Bosses: Leadership ard
the Boston Community" with Thamas O'Connor,
Professor of History, Boston Oollege

ebtruary 3 - April 7, 1975.

"Boston'S'Archltecture: From First Townhouse
to New City Hall" with Gerald Bernstein,
Professor of Art History, Brandeis Univer-
sity. February 8 - March 29, 1975. -

- "Family Life in Boston: Fram Colonial Times -to
B the Present" with Nancy Oott, Professor of
_History, Yale University. April 3 -
"May 22, 1975.

“Shaping the Bost:oq Iandscape: Dr\'mlins and
Puddingstone” with George Lewis, Professor
of Geography, Boston University April 8 -
May 27, 1975.

ags a follow-up -
to the lectures in its NEH Learning Library Program,

4
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INTRODUCTION |
Few cities in the world have had as mach written
about them as Boston. Yet, like so many other

cities, almost nothing has been written about its .
qeography, especially its physical geography.

¥
The initial settlenent of Boston and its subse-
quent expansion to metropolitan scale over hyndreds
of square miles of eastern Massachusetts have been
' influenced by differences in local topography, by
river courses'and coastal features, by tidal marshes
« and depth to bedrock, and by a variety of other char-
acteristics of the Boston région.

Manhasbeenconstant;lytryingboadapt this
~Jand to his needs and in so doing, has greatly al-
tered the original Boston' landscape in many ways. '
Hills have been leveled, bays and coves filled, rivers
dammed, and ponds drained The resident of today is
often quite unaware of the maghitude of these changes
or "how things used to look."

- The references in this bibliography represent the
best of a lean selection that illuminates this shadd¥y
and poorly-known aspect of Boston.




Crosby, Irving B. Boston 'I‘hroujh the Ages. Boston:
* Marshall Jones Campany, 1928.

A delightful book that contains in its modest
number of pages (166), more information on Bos- .
ton's geology and gedmorphology than any - book
before or since. Time has not dimmed the luster
of Crosby's brisk, readable essays.-Thi's book ' “
was intended for a reader who had never heard of
such technical terms as "conglomerates" or
"drumlins".” Each essay is illustrated with
photographs and sketches. A few of the photo-
graphs look almost Vlctorlan, and one fears
that some scenes may have been drastically al-
tered or destroyed since 1928. Crosby includes
a special section on "interesting localities"
in Boston. Some energetic Bostonian of the
'70's should check them out today to see how
many have survived. A substantial bibliography
includes books and articles, mostly geological,

. available at that time.

Iafaorge, Lawrence.‘ Geology of the Boston Area,
Massachusetts. U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin
839. Washington: U.S. Goverm\ent Prlnt:mg
-Office, 1932.

lLaforge's description of Boston's bedrock
geology and geomorphology is the most detailed
and camplete available., This slim book -is
packed with information about all the major
rock types found both within and without the
Boston Basin (shown on a map of the Boston area)
as well as principal glacial features and sur-
face materials (also shown on a large-stale map) .
The . book is illustrated by a large mmber of
photographs of various rock exposures, coastal
features, eskers, etc., some of which no longer
exist. Occasional use of minetral names will be

n ) "
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difficult for a non—geologist, but on the
- whole, Laforge will give the average person -

a good understanding of ,Boston's geQlogy.

Seahxrg',y\cirl. ébgton Observed. Bosten: Bedcpn "
Press, 1971. ' '

>
L

Seaburg's Boston Observed is an affectionate’
. and anecdotal history of the "Athens of New
a0 England." Hoping -"to serve greater Bostonians
" samewhat as a family attic...," the book is .
_. 7= generpusly interlaced with prints, photos, and
.~ memorabilia® (¢.g., a pictuge of the bamner of
the Boston Young Men's Total Abstinence Society,
1834, is included). The text is eminently read-
able and entertairning, portraying the large and
the small events in the life of Boston and its
" citizenry. Bétween chapters are "interludes” '
of tuotationsg from famous and- forgotten sources
+”contemporary to each historical peried the
author describes. A dearth of maps is the
.~ book's major shortcaming--just as street signs
are absent from many of Boston's thoroughfares.
. Seaburg incdrrectly assumes that Af the reader’
_ doesn't know where things are, he or. she doesn't
belong there. . . ' .

N

i

"Shurtleff, Na ‘9!1 B. . A.%opographical and Histx;r—
ical Description of Boston. Boston: Rockwell
apd Churchill, City Printers, 1871.

. . - ¢
. This solid work, the "grand—ddy" of all
books on Boston's geography, does just what its
title suggests. In same 690 pages, it ocovers
" the history of Boston (briefly), descriptions’
~ ' of the city by travelers' (from William Wood in .
: the seventeenth century on), detailed accounts |
of -boundary changes, cemeteries, bridges, aque— °




ducts, i_slamis, taverns, and other intéresting
buildings. The harbor and its islands get con-
siderably more attention than they do today.
This is a very readable acocount, even packed
-with facts as it is. Most of them contribute
to a better understanding of the city. There
are a nuber of excellent maps and city views.
Nothing like this book has been produced before
‘or’ since--and remarkably good a century later!

Snow, Edward Rowa. The Ronie of Boston Bay. Bos-
ton: “The Yankee Publishing Company, 1944.

. Ekiwardm:eSrpvis'ylr.Bostharbor. No
. contemporary Bostonian can match his vast know-
ledge of the harbor," its islands, lighthouses,
shipwrecks, ghosts, or legends. This particular
book contains many of his best stories about the
bay as well as a detailed description of each of
- the islands and their forts. Governor's Island,
no longer existing, covers eleven pages.. Show
then proceeds north and south of Boston to in-
* clude descriptions of coastal features as far
as Salem arid Scituate.  The final chapters
- treat two of Snow's favorite topics--Boston's -
_ lighthouses and her lightships. After his® _
- usual carefully documented history of each fea-
. ture, Snow always has time for a story or two.

Thwing, Amnie Haven. The Crooked and Narrow Streets
of the Town of Boston, 1630-1822. Boston: Mar—
shall Jones Campany, 1920. T

" An extraordinary description of the higtory of
Boston up to 1822 hung on the framework of its
Streets. The Boston of the book is the original
Shawmut Peninsula up to ahd including ‘the Neck.
The town is divided wp into five regions, and
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each section includes a detailgl map of the area.
Each street is labeled with the one or more
names which it may have had, and important. : :
taverns, mills, churches, forts, windmills,

_etc. are noted. Each street is descr;.bed in
"Registry of Deeds" detail. The laying out,

_the allocation of lots sales and transfers,

" owners--no detail is overlooked. School Street
covers six pages. There are a small mmber

of illustrations and an overwhelming index.

-~

whitehill, Walter Muir. Boston: A Topographical

History. Second Edition. Cambridge, The
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press,
1968.

» This is the classic work on Bdssan's geography
' familiar to most of today's resident It was '
- undoubtedly inspired by Whitehill's ac in .

with Nathaniel Shurtleff's monumental book some
90 years earlier (mentioned above) and ypon
which Whitehill draws upon occasion. This is a
delightfully easy book to read, but have a street -
map on hand unless you are a Boston cab driver.
whitehill's "Boston” includes only the original
Shawmuit Peninsula, augmented by later landfill.
There are occasional nods to other parts of the
city or-to neighboring municipalities. Unlike
-  Shurtleff, this book is lavishly illustrated
" and rich in maps. There are no less than 116
' "figlres," Special attention is paid by White-
hill to the camplex history of land reclamation
in Boston, particularly in the Back Bay. White-
hill should be your starting point in trying to
coanprehend the Boston landscape.. ) '

P

" (A paperback edition is available from Harvard
University Press.) -
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FORFWORD

@ The Boston Public Library is pleabad to present
cries of annotated reading. (]Uldeo as a follow-up
to the lectures in its NFH Icarnlnq Library Program,
"Boston: An Urban Community."

The Library's program has been developed under
the Cultural Institutions Program of the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), a national pro-
gram whose purpose is to help libraries, museums and
other gultural ins titutions become centers qf formal *
humanities aducational for their commnities. An
advisory Comittee, camposed of outstanding scholars
fran academic institutions in the Bosteon area, as-
sists in the selection of topics for the program's
learning activities and helps recruit the teachers
for it. :

v

Sequences presented in the Program. have beén:

"Bibles, Rrahmins and Bosses: Leadership and
the Boston Conmunity" with Thamas O'Connor,
Professor of History, Boston College.
February 3 - April 7, 1975.

"Boston's Architecture: From Fqut Townhouse
" to New City Hall" with Gerald Bernstein,
Professor of Art History, Brandeis Uni-

versity. February 8 - March 29, 1975. .

. "Family Life in Boston: From Colonial Times

' to the Present" with Nancy Qott, Profes-
.sor of History, Yale University. Aprilg3 -
May 22, 1975. ’




"Shaping the Boston Landscape: Drumlins and
Puddingstone" with George Lewis, Professor
of Geography, Boston University. April 8 -
May 27, 1975. : .

"Revolutiomr‘y Boston: The Leaders and the
Issues, 1763-1789" with Richard Bushman,
Professor of History, Boston University,
September, 16 - November 4, 1975.,

"Qulture and Its Conf licts: The FExample of 19th-
Century Boston" with Martin Green, Professor

of English, Tufts University. Septawber 18 -
November 6, 1975,

"Boston's Artisans of the 18th Century” with
Wendy Cooper, Assistant Qurator, American
Decorative Arts, Museum of Fine Arts,
November 13, 1975 - January 22, 1976.

"Boston's Black Letters: From Phillis Wheatley
to W.E.B. DuBois" with William Robinson,

. - Chaiman of Black: Studies, Rhode Island
College, November 18, 1975 - January 13, .1976

. "The Emerging Immigrants  Boston" with Andrew
Buni, Professor of Hi, €y, Boston College.
February 4 - March 31, 1976.

"Fram Grass to Glass: A History of Boston's
Architecture" with Gerald Bernstein, Pro-
fessor of Art History, Brandeis University.

February 5 - March 25, 1976. - ‘

"The American Revolution and the Common Man"

with Robert Gross, Professor. of History amd

American Studies, Amherst College

April 6 - May 25, 1976.

)



"1aw, Justice, and FEquality: Case Studies frem
the Boston Experience” with William Davis,
Professor of Law and Urban Studies, M.I,T.
April 8 - May. 27, 1976.

~"Painting in Boston, 1670-1970" with Margarct °
Supplec Quith, Professor of Fine Arts, Bos-
ton University. Septenber 14 - November 2,
1976. / g

"After Strange Fruit: Changing literary Taste
in mst—\nbrld—War—II Boston".with P. Albert
Duhamel, Professor‘of English, Boston Col-
lee. September (16 - November 4, 1976.

"Images of Boston: Writers' Views of the City"
witth Robert Hollister,. Professor of Urban
Studies and Planning, M.I.T., September 18 -
Novanber 6, 1976, . ‘

"Growth and- Develppmnt in the Boston Metro-

- polis: The Union of Government and Fconomics-
A Marriage of Convenience" with Donald Levi-
tan, Professor of Public Administration,
Suffolk University. November 16, 1976 -
January 18, 1977. '

"From the Psalm Book to the Symphony: Music in
the Culture of Boston" with John Swan, Lec-
turer in English, Tufts University. Novem-
ber' 18, 1976 - January 27, 1977. ’

" "The Way We Really Live: Social Thange in Metro-
politan Boston, Since 1920" with Sam- Bass
Warner, Jr., Professor of History and Social
Science, Boston University. February 3 -
March 24, 1977. - . :

-




INTRODUCTION

' ’ : !

Never befoge in the history of mankind have
many poople gathered into one human settlement a
they do in today's metropolis. Boston in 1920 v
settlament of four millions, today a place of si
a half millions.

o .

Never befdre in human settlements has work

so easy, and a population so wealthy. Yet never

fore has such a large proportion of a city's i

tants worked for wages outside of their homes. Never

have so many wamen ventured so far beyond their hames,
and never imw, humans so easily and so consciously

" limited the mmber of their offspring.

N

Unlike earlier cities dqur metropolis is almost
withgut farms; it is uniquely a place of machlnes.
» Yet trees camopy four-fifths of the lard.

Never before ynve city dmller%r‘: subject to

such a sustained barrage of message strargers, “
yet most Bostonians can and do retreat into a pri-

vacy whi 3fomer1y was the privilege of the wealthl— )
st fm s,

)

No one of us can experience our metropolis in

. 1its entirety. It is too large (9,925 sq. miles) and

too populous. Our frequent paths to work, shopping, A
visiting, and vacations give us a false sense of.
familiarity. Each one of us knows a Boston, or sev-

eral Bostons, very well, but rone‘of us knows metro-
politan Boston. Indeed, our very familiarity with

part of the settlement plays us false because it

screens fran us many of the behaviors arﬂ ‘avents

which bound our lives.

’

&



To make the familiar strange ig thus one impor-

n tant goal of this course. Our device will be to cast

same.of the most basic issues of the cammonplace life
into the metropolitan mould. . The subjects to be
taken up are the family, jobs, nature, and the sym-
bolic clifmate. - The hope is to introduce people into

4+ the art of metropolitan watching; to share same of
the-pleasurgs which can be found in looking through
such special glasses at the way we really live.

_THE DEFINITION OF METROPOLITAN BOSTON
: .

‘The most meanirigful glefinitjon of a human set-
tlement canes from answering question of who in-
| teracts With whom. Who work togethex, who buy and

.sell to’each other, 'who visit together? A defini-
tion which defines a human settlqment i terms of. who
work together has been disocovered to.capture post of
the rest-of urban dwéllers' social 1life. s, metro-

*politan Boston can be defihed as the Boston/of com-
muters. Geographers call such a settlement the Daily
Urban System. Such boundaries of the daily journeys
to work contain within them not only the job life,
but shopping habits, vigiting routgt, and even the
circulation of metropolitan newspapers and the 1ist-
-enership of radio and television stationsg. :

For conyenience of measurement the commuting
patterns of the nation are counted by counties. For
Boston in 1960 and 1970 the coynties straghch west
o ing¢lude Worcester County, south to encompass all
of Rhode Island, and north in New Hampshire beyond

. Conocord to Carroll County. Altogether our human set-
tlement is a social and economic system of twenty
countjes and three ‘states. So defined it is-one of
171 such metropolitan areas in the continental United-
States. 1Its six and a half million inhabitants make

A Y
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it fifth most populous, behind New York (18,410,Q00),

.
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Los Angeles (10,586,000), Chicago (8,260,000), and
Philadelphia (7,427,000). This huge settlement will
be the focus of our imquiries, and whenever possible
data will be given for the metropolis as a whole and
for its constituent countieg. Those interested in
the possibilities of this system of human acoounting
should consult: U.S. Department of Commerce, Regional
Economic Analysis Divisian, “The BEA Fconomic Areas:
Structural Changes and Growth, 1950-73," Survey of
Current Business, 55 (November, 1975), 24=-25, and
Sam Bass Warner, Jr. and Sylvia Fleisch, "The Past
of Today's Present, A Social History of Met.ropolltan;g
America 1960-1860," Journal of Urhan Hlstpry 3:1 ¥
{November, '1976), 3-118.

— *

FAMILIES:

. Individuals make no more important decision in
their lifetime than whether to marry, when-to marry,
who to marry, when to have children, and how many
children to have. Suchidecisions, more than any
others, determine one'sgsocial and econanic life.

In the aggregate_these fillions of individual choices-
altet the metropolis. ey influence wagel.kievels,
cause some places to grpw, others to 1anqui$h and
they create all manner of fluctuations in dqnands

for goods and’ services. The family is thus an impor-
tant factor in the building of the metropolis as
well. as being strongly influenced by the conditions
of the metropolis itself. During -the past half cen-
tury Bostonians -have both hurried to the altar and
postponed marriage, they have at times limjited, and
other times expanded their families. Within the
family itself roles have changed a great deal as well.

An Enqglish book, based on a survey and history
of metropolitan London, stresses changes in the eco-
namy as the cayse of ‘alternations in modern family
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life. Michae¥ Yourqg and Peter Willmott, The Symme-
trical Family (London, 1972, New York, Panthetn,
1974), read especially chaptets 1-3. An Amgrican
survey, Peter Gabriel Filene, Him/Her Self, Roles
in Modern America (New York, Harcourt, Brace Jovano-
vich, 1973}, Part II, sees alterations in family life
fram the perspective of changes in attitudes.

While reading these books ¢onsider your own -
tamily decisions to marry or to stay single, to have
children, and how many. Did yolr decisions differ
fram your parents' or those of your friends? Which
fanily decisions are made by hushand or wife? Can
any be said to be made jQintly? Can you say why you
made each decision? Can you think why so many Bos-
tonians of whatever race or religion made similar
decizions at similar times? B

For further reading the Boston Public Library
Staff and Lynn Weiner have prepared -a useful biblio-
graphy: Boston: An Urban Communityy Family Life in
Boston: Fram Colonial Times to the Present (Bogton
. Public Library, 1976). ' .

JORS

Most of. us must take the economy as we find it.
We seck places anmong those which are” of fered and
heither hope nor expect to exercise any control over
"e'ven our small corner of the metropolitan economy.
Our job power is only the power to move. We stay at
a job, or go to apother. We find a place within the
metropolis, or we leave. g :

This pervgsive sence of powerlessness encourages
~a retreat into the posture of ignorance. The ecco-
nomy, and economic policy, are the property of busi-
‘nessmen, union leaders, goverrment officials, and
professional” economists. = Yet no aspect of the metro-

[



polis is better known, more thoroughly and contin-
wously studied, and.more effectively simplified by
theory than the economy. We know a great deal more
about the workings'of the Boston econcmy than we do
about the behavior of families, the interactions of
the-mt.ro[x_)litan ecologies, or the effects upon human
life pf the waves of media messages which now wash
over us. ’ :

Camon sense and everyday experience bring out
the post -important questions. The memories of our
older citizens tell us that we are living in a much

' Yicher place than the Boston of half a century ago.

A drive fram downtown Boston through Roxbury to.Mil-
ton and down to New Bedford yeveals both the" persoral
and geographical distribution of that wealth. Though
all are richer today than their counterparts in 1920,
the poor, the middling, ‘and the wealthy have the same
relative shares of the region's income as they had -
Fifty yvoars ago.. The distribution of incame has not
changed. The pie is bigger, but it's sliced the. -.

same way. Despite suburbanization, the geographic
places of the poar, the middling, and the wealthy
are also the same.  Today, as in 1920, the metropolis
has a core of poverty, a ring,of affluencey .and a
very large periphery of low wage jobs ard low incomes.
Only the plage names have been changed through sub-
wbanization.  The fact that we never come across
miles of farms, a steel mill, a coal mine, or an oil
derrick tells us that we must prosper by qur labor .

. afene, not by harvesting natural resources. Finally,
the columns of staté” and federal goverrment news in
every day's newspaper tell us, ours is a public eco-

. - nomy, ot a private one. Whoeyer owns what, we de-
pend, to a degree unthinkable fifty years ago, on
qovernmment for both production and consumption.

Many of the professignal econcnist's cuestions ,

about the fumct ivhing of a metropolitan econany can

)
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be. asked of individual job expbrience. In your line
of work are people paid the sdame throughout the metro-
politan region? Could you make much better money if
‘you left for some other part{of the United States?
Do you ever think of taking up sare different line of
work? Does your firm, office, store, university, or
-hospital do the same things it did ten or twenby
years ago? How-many of your firm's customers and
_suppliers came from the metropolitan region, how many
fram beyord? Did your employer hire, fire, or keep
on the same number of people during the recession of
the past three years?

Letjus concentrate on shifts in tHe location of
jobs, woé\ers, and. earnings since 1920% To place

that material in the relevant setting of Boston's

role in«the national economy one should consult Rob-
ert W. Fisemenger, The Dynamics of Growth in New
England's [oonomy (Middletown, Conn., Wesleyan Univ. .
®ress, 1967), especially chapters 2 and 8. Those ..
interasted in the theory which lies behind Fisen-
mergjer's analysis can find it in Paul A. Samuclson,
"International Trade and the Equalization of Factor
Prices," The Fconomic Journal, 58 (June, 1948), 163-
184, ) '

The collapse of the New Fngland econamy aftor
World War T spurred economists to diagqnose the re-

gion's ills and to prescribe for its cure. " A very -

useful quide to these works was proparecl on the occa-
sion of the J,:mnchnu of yet another study: New Eng-
~Janxd Feonomic Research Fpundation, Review of Regional
Eoonamic Research and Planning om New England (U.S.
Department of Conmerge, Washington, 1967), espocially
Fverett J. Burt, Jr., "Task Force Report A, A Survey
* of Rescarch on the Population, Labor Force, Muploy-
ment,  Incame, and ducatiop in New Brgland,”




Taken as a .group these studies campose a history .
of thé metropolitan econamy since 1920. What follows
is a selection arranged in chronological order. The
studies thus show both the concerns of their times ,
and tRe fashionable remedieg of their day.

- n .

The seyies begins with'very detailed descriptive
studies which take up everything from bargain basement
retailing to the shortage of hydroelectric power. of
particular interest is the estimate of the distribu-
tion of personal incame by county based on the 1926
income tax returns. ‘This last appears in the Camwer-
cial Structure volume 4f Charles E. Artman, Commercidl
Structurg of New Fngland (U.S. Departmeht of Commerce,
Domestlc Conmerce Series #26, Washington, 1929), and -
.1ts companion volune, Charles E. Artman, Industrial
Structure of New Fngland (U.S. Department of Conmerce,
Domestic Ccnmerce Serles #28, Washington, 1930)-

. American Geoyraphical Society, New England's
Prospect: 1933 (Special publication #16, New York,
1933).  This volume opens what has become a classic
division among those prescribing for the improvement
of New Ergland's economy. One side argues for imi-
tation of successed in high techndlogy econcmies ;
which have appeared elscwhere in the United States.
In these yoars the call was for mass production in-
dustries, like the automobile, argued by BEdward A.
Filene. The other side has always stressed concen-
tration on specialized products which require high -
technical quality for their execution, much skilled
labor, and hopefully listtle competition .from other
regions. Here James Truslow Adams arques from New
Lngland's long tradition of success in making a wide
ranige of high quality products.

Three studies, much mord advanced in cooromic
reasoning than their predecessors, issued forth
fram the Post=World=War=11 collapse of sthe New Line-

?
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‘shoe trade 'I‘hey precede the region's addiction to
warfare andl armaments. Council of Economic Advisers,
Committee pn the New Fngland Economy,, The New Emgland

Feconamy (ashington, July, 1951), calls for an inte—
' grated_steel mill and action to reduce electricity '

.costs.  Seymour 'E. Harris, The Fconamics of New Enc ()~

land, A Case Stuldy of an Older Area (Cambridge, lar-
vard Unly. Press, 1952). Harris was a member of the
Council and its study groups. He lays more stress
than they on the drying up of New England's sources
of cheap immigrant labor. Arthur A. Bright, Jr.
cand Géorge H. Fllis, exds., The Fconomic State of New
Prxgland (Conmpt tee on New Fngland of the National

_I—Ta W g -Association, New Haven, Conn., 1954, Re-

prijitequin 2 volumes in 1970). An excellent descrip-
tive sumary:” [t takes the diversification side of
the classic arqument.  Daetajled research papers. for
each chapter exist in the 11bmry of the Fedefal
Reserve Bank of Boston.

“R. C: Estall, New [mland, A Study in Industrial
Nll_:,tmont (New York,” Pracger, 1066), shows the of-

. " fects of the Cold War on thae post=1945 cconenty . Tt |

.has a geagraphie focus which indicates .what the
Boston metropolis gained and 'what it 1o8t. = . .

All the above stadies concentrate on the role
of mainutacturing as the key to the region's prospor-
ity. It has become nore and more clear, however,

that: qovernment and services, activities like health
, 1 ¢

cdre, oducation, and business consalting, are the

fastest growing activities in the region. A new de-
bate has thus.issued forth, a delxate between those

* who "see manufactures as stil] the root of prospority -

- s L4
and those who call for closer attention to sarvices

dand qovermment . The now point of vi(\w'np}x\n" in:

Joint Conmission on Federal Rase Conversion, .wor\'wo
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‘4 Séchor Growth: Its Implitations for 'the Massachusetts |
.+ ¥ Tconomy and Federal Base Redevelopment (Harbridge -

House, Inc. for the Commonwealth of Mass., Boston,

April, 1975). . Bennett Harrison, The Economic Develop- -

mept of -Massachusetts {(Report to the Joint Camnittee

on Camerce and Labor, Mass. ‘State Legislature, Bos-

ton, Noverber, 1974). Chapter 2 outlines the current

myths widely ‘held by busihessmen and politicians

dhout the state's economy. " Neither group seems ‘to .

_attend to the conténts of the bibliography given

above. : oL

.
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©  “NATURE -
. . A t Aoy

Our ‘recent public concern {dr the condition of

plants, animals, and birds in the clty wears two’
aspects. One. mamifests itself in public health mea-
“swres to-clean up the water and air, the other pur-

... posestr néw style of yrban living; it pryes ¢ity
. dwelldrs to c¢hange their attitide toward the hatural -
life which surrounds thom.in the metropolis. Both

, “have their” inmediate oriqi‘ns ih the writings of

. ~ Rachel Carsbn. A : .

@

.. - The.public hedlth attack was bést presented in
her Silent-Spring, first published in 1962. In that™\ »
. - book she bullt her case against the use of* p¥T by T
enploying the concept of a food chain in which the .. ¥
insecticide which killed_the bugs became,.a danger to.
hugah life'dby being concentrated.in a succession of
. organisns, the last one of which might be main.’
L “Through the congepts of cther food chain and the eco-
* loxjies.of ponds ard Tarms she was able ’tg logically ©
"% connect dangers to the health.of humans with threats

T to bird and fish lite. y - 0
N . It {A“\«- 1Y . FEETEETN
) -~ » \
- T : s . o .
inmense difficulties prevent us from making-many
.« . > such lodical links between the cdndition of plants, -
v . > a . 4 - K ‘\ lt . ) L3 » .
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animals, and birds in the metrgpolis and the health
of its residents. Most of Bostan's farms are in the,
South, Midwest, ard Pacific coast. The sheer size of
the metropolis, the multiplicity of its ecologies,
and the seeming infinity of its intakes apd outputs
make reasoning about metropolitan biologic interac-
tions very difficult. For instance, although statis-
tics show urban dwellers suffer a hjgher incidence

of cancer than suburbanites and country dwellers, na .
one.can estimate the degree to which these differ—
ences stem from air pollution, cigarette smoking, in-
dustrial hazards, or factors as yet campletely un- .
detected. The comparative lack of research into

such ecological questions’ (by contrast to the sug-
tained orts ih economic research) continues our
ignor: . ' e -

Yet envirormental undertakings go forward, and
public programs have multiplied since Ms. Carson's
book.  The work proceeds according to the logic' of
previously successful putflic health campaigns. By’
this reasoning if one discovers an unusually high
incidence of disease and death in a place\one under-
takes to clean up its enviromment. - By making sure -
- that the water is fresh, the air pure, the streets

and houses clean, the factories safe, anmd the tood
uncontaminated, one hopes to have broken the chains
causing disease and death, even though those chains

" may be nnknown. Such a public health strategy has
worked well in the past. Amasa B. Ford, Urban Health
in America (New York, Oxford, 1976) has written a

good survey of the current metropolitan health situa-
tion and its possible remedies. o Co

It: is doubtful if sewers, water purification,
and emission controls would have found their present..

levels of public support had they depended solely .on
health arquments. A cultural movement urding city .

' dwellers to enter into new relationships with nature. -

- &
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‘the conservation of wild spacdes. For those interes-..

“has captured the ;ixblic imagination and given eneryy

to many projects in-addition to pipes and smoke col-
lectors. Ms. Carson's nature writings, ‘especially ot
the beautiful The Sea Around Us (1951), stimulateqd -
the revival of i1nterest in nature observation and

ted in an intellegtual history, Donald Fleming has

9

~written a brilliant account, *"The Roots of the New -

Conservation Movement,” Perspectlves 1n American His-
tory, 6 (1972), 7-91.

This ‘cultural movement demands as its uitimate- |
gaal the conscious management of all the land within | v
the metropolis so that native wild ecologiés, qarqen—
ed and farmed spaces, and totally urbanized axeas can
coexist for the enjoyment and for the safety of the ‘
metropol itan. human populdtlon The control of land
is the central political action of the movement,
Since Jand is a scarce resource in a metropolis, such
actions inevitably bring high tempefature politics to - #
city, town, state, ard federal goverrments: Given

“the unequal distribution of incame among gity awel-"

lérs, this land politics necessarily engenders class
contlicts. Undferstanding,will be aided by a review
of Boston's metropolltan land politics and policies
since the 1920's. a background to this history
the following are useful Seymour I, Toll, The Zoned
Amerlcan (New.York, 1969),)Bureau of Réglonal 1 Plan-
ning, Mass. Department of Community Affa rs, Enabling
_Llsldtlon for Planmg_and Zonirng, S Report No.
2, Municipal Planning and Subdivision (Boston, Febru-
ary, 1973); Conference on Environmental Quality and
Social® Justice, Woodstock,! Illinois, 1972, Environ-

‘mehtal Quality and Soctal Justice in Urban America

{James .Noel Smith, ed., Washington, 1974), especially
the article by Peter Marcuse, -"Conservation for

“Whom?", pp. 17-36. : /

Given the imperfect state of our knowledge no
authoritative survey of changes in the Boston metro-

1



~ politan ecology is posaible. what can be offered is

- a Elex'es Of books and articles by scientists and ob-
sexvelhs of nature which open up the topic and offer
reader the. enjoyments of a“ heightened conscious-
ness of -the world of metropolitan nature in which he
- lives., .

In copsidering the topic of metropolitan nature
a- number of questions mdy be useful. One might ask
oneself why anyone should swim in the lower Charles’
River? 1Is the cordition of the plants, animals and.
birds in your neighborhood any kind of measure of

. human heatth in that ngighborhood?  How many acres of
- wild land do you and vo family or friends use in a

year? [Is it'beach, forést, wetland, open fields?
* Is there a special class, racial and age ocampositio
Mo the:Crane's Bech crowd on a hot Sunday? . Are j
* the open-.spaces of the, metyopolis merely another ,
amenity, like the lawns in the suburbs? If Boston's
10,000 square miles of metropolitan land were all.
like Beacon Hill, what sort of human impoverishnéng:
would it be? . - - -

~
[

The best i,ntnﬁductory' book setting forth how/
‘ecologital scientists ‘see the city today is, Thamas

* R. Detwyler and Melvin G. Marcus, Urbanization and

the Environment (Scituate, Mass., Duxbury Press,

1872), -or one might prefer to start with a bit more °

.~ Popular book: John Rublowsky, Nature in the City

(New York, Basic Books, 1967). FEugene P, Odum, "The
Strategy of Fcosystem Development," Science 164
(April 18, 1969), 262-270, has written an excellent
article setting forth the theary of ecosystems in

- lanquage which a patient layman can understand. The
best reference to the natural history literature
which an-amateur tnight want to consult is: Don Gill

- and Penelope Bonnett; Nature in the Urban LandScape,
A Study of City Ecosystems (Baltltore, 1973).

. o .
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Because the Boston metropolis is like all modern
metropolises, so large, and because it is so often
experienced in automobile trips, one might wish to
get a gencral overview of its geology and ecological
sub-areas. There are several excellent guides: Neil
Jorgensen, A Guide to New England's landscape(Barre,
Mass., Barre, 1971); and, Betty Flanders 'Thomson,
The Changing Face of New Fngland (New York, Maamillan,
1958).  Clifford A. Kaye, The Geology and Early His-
tory of the Boston Area of Massachusetts, A Bicen-
tenmal Approach (Geological Survey Bulletin #1476,
Washington, G. P.0., 1976) 1s a charming geology
lesson. Also Michael Conzen and George K. Lowis
have recently written an excellent Boston geography
which canbines the physical, social and econamic
character of the inner metropolis: Boston: A Geo- -
graphical Portrait (Cambridge, Ballinger, 1976).
Finally, the Boston Redevelomment.Authority has just
mblished an excellent illustrated plan for the city's
open spaces; Boston's Urban Wilds (Boston, September,
1976) . ' '

La)

Trees and Plants

Nancy M. Page and Richard W. Weaver, Jr., Wild
Plants in thd City (New York, 1975). A winderful .
I1lustrated gquidebook showing Boston's weeds in the
vacant Jots and ecological niches of the city. ‘
Thomas §. Elias and Howard $.. Trwin. "Urban Trees."
Scientific American 235:5 (Novembar, 1976) pp. 110-
118, U.5. Department of the Interior, National Park
Service, Plants/People/ and Fnvirormmental Quality

-(Gary 0. Robinette, od., Washington, G. P.O., 1972).

-Ceography, Research Paper #161, Chicago, 1975).

James A. Schmid, Urban Vegetation, A Review and Chi-
cago Case Study | (University of Chicago, Dept. of

c
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Animals -

: N+ M. Beck, The Foology .of Styay Doys. (Baltimore)-
1973). William B. Jackson, "Food Habits Of Baltimore,
Maryland, - Cats in R\Elat.ion to Rat Populations," Jour-
,;}i\l_i)_f"hkn}gg_ul_c):jy_, 32 (November, 1951), 458-461. Dar-
rell I.:-a‘auloy and James R. Schinner, "The Cincinnati -
Raccoons, " Natural Histo_x_}'i 82 (Novamber, 1973), 58-
60, and Melvin B. Hathaway, "Feplogy of City Squir-

Fels," same issue of Natural History, pp. 61-62.

i~ .
Bixds :

Aclred b Gets, "The New Town Bird Quadrille,"
Napural History 83 (June/iuly,, 1974), 54-60. Charles
F. Walcott, "Changes in Bird Life in Cambridge, Mass.
from 1860 to 1964," Auk 91 (January, 1974), 151-160.
Terry Gompoertz, "Sanm('.bservat.ions on the Feral Pid- .
¢goon in london, " Bird Study 4 -(1957), 2-13. . Sumers-
Suith, The House Sparrow (London,.1963) . -For those
who are mot now urLuQ birdwagche.rs, “but whe would like
to be, the Goyerment Bookstore in the basement of the
Kennedy Centor Is a pamphlet which should do for
one's backyard: Hines and Peter A. Anastasi,

Ei(}_y_lm‘(ls of Town and City " (Washiggton, 1'9-73)\. ,
The best baginning field gujde which gives all. . » -
the: birds resident in anmd.visiting the metropolitan re- - -

gion is: Chandler S.'Robbins, Bertel Bruun, and ler-
bart S Zim, Birds of North Ameriea (New York,\l966). .
Water | . 5

* - . L
Mass. Division of Water Resources, Groundwater
/E@mm‘lv\mtet‘ Law in Massachusetts (Boston,’ 15765’;
‘New England River Basins Camission, Report of the
Southeastorn New Fpgland Study (Boston, December,
1975), Swuwary, Regibnal Report, and/detailed volumes,
especially Boston Metropolitan Planning Afba Repert..

-~
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" SYMBOLIC..CLIMATE,
_ . Y
Of ald the oddities of our metropolitan exist-
ence none is more strange than the imbalance between
talkers and listeners. In our human settlement, un-
like all before it, few speak, and many listen.

The essence of a city is, and always has .been,
communications. The first cities in history were
market places where people peripdically came to ex-
change goods and gossi The camwrercial, political,
and social advantage og being near many people gave
rise to the crowding of houses about the market.
Fven such ndvelties as the telephone and the auto-
mobile continue such patterns of a central density
of traffic. The higher wage levels of' the inner
ring of Boston counties reflect the greater ease and
qreater intensity of cammunications in these areas
as opposed to the outer, low wage, periphery.

‘The oddity of our human settlement cames thus,
not fram autdmobiles and telephones, but from a
different qudrter: the media. Never have humans
lived within such-an immense <loud of one-way mes-
sages. Newspapers, magazines, radio, and television
blanket the metropalisdwith a ceaseless flow of com-
mércial and goverrmental messages. Just as we are |,
born and die ih sunshine and rain, gso we live out
-our lives in a climate of one-way messages. In our
metropolis a few speak and many listen, or make an
effort not to listen.

The consequences for human 1ife of sudh an -en-
virorment aré inperfectly rstoed. - Unlike the v
econony, or even the natura ipchment, little

theory and only fragmented data-exist. The canpla;- .

cent see 'the media climate as insignificant, .a harm-
less nllmg of the empty spaces-of people's, time
. with nusic, stories, and sports, a. mere brlnglng into

v



the home of entertaiments farmerly confiped to the -
city's theaters, taverns, and stadia. The anxious
see the media as an engine o camercial and govern-
ment fashions which corrpdes the traditional values
of the society, and melts the social glue which sus-
tains our humanity. - -

Consider for a moment the following correlation.
Historically the rise in volume of media messages anmd
the rise of modern metropolitan settlement have ac—
campanied the extraordinary ability of the modern
state to nobilize its population for war. In our own
country the symbolic climate has turned lethal with
increéasing frequency; 1918-19 (World War I), 1941-45
(World War II), 1950=53 (Korean War), 1965-73 (Viet-
nam War) . Formerly jig the United States it was im-
possible to get so manmy-Americans to agree to head  in
any one direction. In recent years too, groups with-
. in the -society have attempted direct attacks on the
symbolic climate which they* contend is destructive
to their existence. Blacks and women have-been at
the forefront of such campaigns.

The minor camercial effects of the symbolic
climate are most continuously monitored and best
“known. Scholars have moved beyond immediate market o
research, the question of what it takes to get some-
One to shift fram buying TIDE to buying ALL, to ques-
tions of how the media change more significant be-
havior. The best opinion today 'suggests a two-stage
procels whereby the values and attitides of gmall
groups .interact with the suggestions of the media.

For example, for a doctor. to change his method
of treatment, or for a farmér to adopt a new prac-
- tice, first the media suggest and then the listendr
or reader seeks the opinion of his friends and col-
leagues. .If the receiver of the media suggestion re-
. ceives validation and approval from his group, he
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*owill be willking to change his behavior. otherwise,
he will not. Studf‘&zs have shown that voting behavior
follows the same model. _This scpolarly literature |
appear's }n‘Lp_wis A. Dexter and bavid Manning: White,
People, Society, and Mass Cammunications (New York,

. 1964}, sec aspeglally Fiihu Katz, "Comunications Re-
soarch-and the Image off gociety: the Converyence of
Two ‘Traditions,” pp.. 110-1 21. ‘Thug, current research
.x)st.ul.\\tcs sane very camplicated processes whercby
the madia sugaest and anall gqroups in society accept’
or reject these suggestions. Note: that this construct

I does not account for what the media suggests, Or why

gome stgestions, like war, scem to travel more &is—
ity throdgh the system than Others. :

The most useful book 1 Mave . found which’ places
thd qenaral quest ions of communications into perspec
. o obive of moxdern urban history is, Lowis Muford, The
Pentagon of Power (Now York, 1970), also published
as volume two of his '_I‘_h;_[\’lj_t}_x__ of the Machine, Technics -
and, fhaman Develdyment New York, 1967). There 18 also
T A controversy botween those who see the current sym-
. bolic climate to be the conséquence ot censorship

v and m¥ntpulation, Herbert T. Schiller, The Mind Mana-—
gers (Boston, 1973) " and those who see its banality as
A consequence of a Failure ©of artistic imagination,
. Robert. Scholes, f?gl_“ug_tll_rg‘[_}@u‘latioﬁrl (Notre Dame, .
, 1975Y, - . EE .

.
in thinking generally about the’ symbolic climate
in which you livegit might be well to ask yourself a,
fow quastiops. To what e);ﬁent do the advertisements,
stprkes, and messages canihy toward .you ‘support 3'79\11”
own valpes and attitudes? TO what extent do they .
challénge them? Are the hardes and heroines of the
"madia stories, adyertisenents, and news like you in
values and attitudes, bt 1i fferent. framiyou only in
- theirswealthy power, and glamor? Or, are these her-
oeg and 'hq.rc;ines like you in appearance and style,

2




)

[N

M) ;-.' . Y ® ..1 ‘:., * . Cy N - »
Jln e S L - ‘ >
, K e A B R ,“‘\- o v
o’ J_ ' ,y' h- R - e
but dil‘ferent from you in their values and attitudes?
- - The toplc is immense. npd 1t w:mld be . imposslble .

briefly to.cover nany dimgnsions of suth a-subject.
We can, howevdr, make a start with one dimension andl
» thoreby enjoy ‘the fruits of ‘seeiny-our matropold tan
‘life «in s£ill dnother way'.. ’l‘fac subjeét of the media
1s lik€ the o(,ommy ip.thateit, cohcerns a, nié‘tropt)]li-
tan region et dn_a nat;onal system. ” Much of.our

LR symhol).c c‘im\at_, lmapqur econany’, has its origins
. ontside’ the: Bas on- metrdpolis:  we listen to, read,

ot

1.
t

%

-

watch, and are dombarifed wi th national messages.

._Slnoo we " shajo ‘these in “camon they make a qood place .

hﬁqm our obbervationq. :

L . ™~

L %peculcally, we might examine the changlhq ad-
voﬁtu;emontq and fiction of mass national’ magazines

from the 4wenties to the present. The similarigies
and differences between the fiction and the ads will
bd watched. Our gepergl question should be: What
sprt of a life are the mags magazipes portraying as -
Todern metrobatitan 1ifé?  Special attention should
be p.:ud to the dlf feronces in the presentatxér\ of
men'sTand women! rotos .

. ~
Since so nu"my med' y mcasaqe"s are T raqments, only
partially developedl sfories, slight, and even contra/
dictory sugdestions, Nome yardstick is required
against which to hold Phe material. JWe need to mea-
. sure dﬁ farences among stories, and chemqeq sihce .
1920, "The measure-should be a, tried one: we cah hold
one story against apother. 'The yerdstick might be a
novel whlch by mmmﬁ consent. is thought to represent
an accurate partrait of- some aspects of twentieth cen-—
tury metropolitan life: Fa c»Cott Flt?'qerald s 'l‘he

Great Gatsby (192) .

e L F v
I'n cohs Lderlnq Fitzaer alfl". s stoxy Srie- might: "bo-
gin by nskmq the same c({mt of gqu $E10nq one asks of

» ~
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any city. What is the physical anit socml shapg of
Fltzqerald s New York? Hew do’the’ characters make . -
their money? What are the mén's and wamen's rtles?
"“What do xich pedple and what do ordinary people do? -

What do they seek in life? More SpelelCI:\llY) what -
does_Gatsby seek in Daisy Buchanar(? “Why is Tom

-+, Buchanan reading Kinky racist literaturé? What is «

the basis upon which Nick Q\rrmray bm,lds his moral "
criticism of the characters he meets in New. York2 . .
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