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A STUDY TO DETERMINE THE EFFECT OF A STUDENT THE EFFICTS ON READING COMPREHENSION OF QUFS-L
* PROGRAMMED  TUTORING PROJECT IN , FIRST GRADE T TIONS TO AID STUDENTS IN FOCUSING ATTFNTION ON
READING I " OrderNo. 7926227 . UNDERLYING CONCFIMIS WHILF FSTADLISHING PUR-
» POSES FEOIt READING Order No. 7924040

AGRIS, Myrna Skobel, Ed 1Y Umiversity of l‘«:nn:iylv.\m.\, 1979,

. -~ . ) R v
120pp. Supervisor  Dr Motlon Datel N APPLEGATE, Mary De Konty, Fd.D. Tewmple University, 1979,

s/ . . . 95pp. -

The purpose ol this study was to deteranne the effect of the "

Student Programmed Futorimg Project as a supplement to Oirst. - This study investigated the comprehenston of good and\poor
Rrade classroom reading instraction i a large iy school dis fifth grade readers when they 1) had no purpose for reading;
trict m southwestern United States.  TChe 1T project was tm - 2) had teacher-set purposes for reading geared to the literal
Plemented an an econvnueal elfort to reduce the number of content; 3) were involved In purpose setting geared to the Ht- -
studerity [mllng to learn to read fn fiest Krade “ aral content, and 4) wereSnvolved in“higher order purpose

' A randomzed blecks design was employed to d®ranne " setting through questions which enabled the students to focus
whether PT etfected a sigmificant pan for first grade tutees attention on /t'ho underlying concepts pertinent to the reading
or fifth  and sixth grade tutors on 4 stindardi zed achievement materials.
test, the 1TDS. . o Three nall hypotheses were tested in this study, One hy-

The first grade students scoring ni the low est four stanmes A pothc‘»sls involved all possible contrasts of the four different
o the MRT were blocked in paurs from the lowest to the high - purpoge cohHnditions for all readers, one involved only good read-
eS8t raw scotes. Within each pur, assignment to the tutored . ers and one involved only poor readers. A standardized reading
Rroup or control group was decided by Thppug a comn. Fufth- . test was utilized to identify {;ond and poor readprs and screen-
and :\l.\th—gr.mv students who read at thard-grade level or ing measures were utilized to control for word recoghition and
hlghvr: a8 measured by the 1TDS, were recommended by their intelligence variables. An informal measure was developed for
teachers . They were rank ordered from lowest to highest and the experimental testing and consisted of four narratlve and four
A831gned to blocked paars i a manner simtlar to that of the content-type passages written at the third grade level. Each
llrs(~g|-;|(|.-|-3 paasage was accompanied by four factual and four inferential

Seven schools were nadomly chosen togbe research schools. comprehensign questions.

One sehool was later wrapped because s officers diud not follow To insure that time spent between subject and examiner

the selection putdehines  The author randomly chose two re- prior to reading did not a¢t as a confoupding vartable, topics
dearch schools and two non research schools and observed the unrelated to the passagd were used for discugsioa prior to read-
pr program one tme cach week trom Qctober through Aptil, ing when necessary. The presentation of story and the type of
Anthl‘ﬁpnlumv_\l observations were recorded and reported. purpose were randomly ordered. When the child was asked to

Ftrst-peade tutored pup ts did not have symifieantly higher read for no purpose, discussion of unrelated topics preceded

’ MEAN seores on the readmy subtests of the TFBS than a ran- , the instructions to read the story. For teacher-set purposes,
(k)mly-rlnmvn cquivalent control group. The mathematics sub- again the (HS(‘u‘q:ii()n preceded the instruction to read the story
tedt scores on thend I' RS were not sypmfcantly higher for the for specific details. For student involvement geared to lteral
tutored puptts ar cohieat I'herefore, one conclusion of the content, discussion focused on the child’s background informa-
study 18 that the tutoring plingrnm did not mfluence the reading tion about the content of the passage. Instructions were then
or mathematics subtest scores of the tWtees on the 1TDRS. gfven to read to determine if ideas within the passage supported

Fifth- and sixth- grade tutors chd not have su:n\(u';mtly higher or differed from his ideas. For higher order purposes the child
mean scores on the reading subtests of the I'THS than the ran- ' WaB presented with a situation unlike that of the passage but
donty - chosen equivalent contfol group. The mathemates sub- . with the same underlying idea or moral. The child was then
test scores on the I'THS showed no sigmhicant difference be- 2 instructed to read and find that idea in the passage. For all
tween tutors and control grnup.' It yin on the ITDBS 1s the " four purposes, the topics were introduced prior to silent read-
criterion of success of the program, these statistical results ing, - .
rage the question of whether the PT program s worth the ~ " The results of a 2 (reading ability) X 4 (type of purpose)
nm_ding counselor, reading ade, and puptl tme expenditure. analysis of variance with repeated fasares on the second fac-

The proeess observations led to several quahtative conelu- tor were insignificant for all hypotiillées. Thus the three null
sions. There were several indications that self-concept of the . hypotheses could not bg rejected. : )
tutee and tutor were enhanced many participants of the pro- - When the mean comprehensiorf scores of good and poor
gram. However, many tutors became bored with the program readers were examined scparately on narrative as opposed to

- after several months. Some may h.nvv Beconte frustrated by ' -y content materials, some trends were apparent, The compre-
lack of support by several sixth -grade teachers. hengion of good readers was highest both in content and narra-

Counselors and principals and first-grade teachers wdicated tive materials when they were asked to read for tengher—set
thetr impression that the program had raised self-conceft and purposes. If one considers the discrepancy between factual ©
achievement. They/wanted continuation of the program. Sixth- “ and inferential comprehension scores as indicative of the ex-
krade teachers formally indicated that they wanted the program ' tent to which students have integrated the materials presented
to continue *but informally indicated that they questioned its in the passage, higher ‘vrder purposes enabled the good reallers
value academcally. Perhaps there 1s a tendency to favorably to achieve the least integration’of ideas for narrative materials
evaluate a program being stressed by the distriet, and the best integration of ideas for content.materialg.

' The SWSD adnumstration had divided opinions on the value When the mean comprehension scores of poor readers were
of the PT program. The reading-language arts department . examined, it was found that the comprehension scores were
recommended continuation of the program due to its vajue for . highest for all pagsages and for narrative passages alone when
increasing student self -concept and its popularity amony teach- students read for higher order purposes. For content pas-
ers, administrators, and parents. The measurement and evals sages, the no purpose condition resulted in the highest scores.
uation department recommended discontinuing the program due As was fhe case with good readers, reading for higher order -
to the lack of statistical evidence supporting academic impiove- ¢ . purposes resulted in the greatest integration of factual and in-
ment of tutees and tutors ’ ’ ferentlal ideas in the case of content materials.

Unexpectedly, the PT program appeared to increase parent As a result of these findings, it was concluded that good and
interest in school. The tutee's parents responded to question- poor readers differ in their comprehension of written mate-
naires and attended mare conferences than cont rol group par- rials as a function of the purpose they utilize and that students
ents, * _ utilize purposes fn different ways, dependent on the types of

The study appeared to indicaté that the implementation of material they are required to read. In this study, involving
Any prograni can vary considerably with the personality of each " only the testing and not the teaching of purposes, type of pur-

* Individual implementor., Whether a school or group 18 part of . pose for reading did not signiflcantly affect comprehension
@ study also changes features of a program. These factors scores for elther good or poor readers. - .
might be areas of firther study, . ' l ‘
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A CROSS - LINGUISTIC INVESTIGATION OF THE ORAIL LAN-
GUAGE OF THIRD GRABE €HILDREN AND THE LLANGUAGE
OF THE BASAL READER- THE UNITED.STATES AND
JAPAN - Order No. 1923088
ARTHUR, Linda IMhic, PILD. University of Georgia, 1979, {
13%p. Supervasors Dob W Jerrolds )
The present study was an mvestigation of the oral l;lng\mge’
. of children and the language of the basal reader. Oral Language
samples were ehiclted from third grade cluldren from the United
States and Japan. o addition language samples werdobtaed
from three third grage basal readers of each (‘nuntr;\ The cor-
pora were exanmined l\l the basis of two criterias 1) syntactie
complextty, and 2) volabuylary features. The u\usurcs chusen
to analyze the corpora in terms of syntactie complexity ,were
the "l‘-unit {Hunt, 1965) and the amount of subordination. - The
mensure choden to amtyze the corpora i terms of vocabulary
was the Type - Token Ratio (Loban, 1962). In Phase | the 1.8,
basals were first compared to cach other and then to the Japa-
nese basal readers In Phase 1 the oral Language for each
country was compared to each other and then compired to the
rexpective basal readers. ' )
Several generalizations ‘weve made i regard to Dhase |
which wag inclusiive of the basal readers only. The Japauese -
basals were found to be more complex syntactically than the
Amertean basals. Also the J apanese basals were found to be
more diverse vocabulary wise than the American basals wath
one exception, For Phase 111t was found that the Ameriean
childrens® oral langfiage was not syguficant ly different from
that of the Japanese childeen, As for the American basals, they
were overall more complex syntactically than the childrens’
language. The three American basals were mire diverse than
the childrens’ language with one exception, As for the Japanese
wbasals, they were more complex syntactically than the chil-
drens’ language, The Japanese basals were also more diverse
than the childrens’ language with one exceplion,

.

.

ORAL  READING MISCUES MADE
HIGH, MEFDIUM, AND 1.0w
GRADES ONE THROUGH SIX

BY CHILDREN IN

READING GROUPS IN -
Order No, 7924041

AUTERI, Violette T., Ed. D, Temple University, 1979, 141pp.

The purpose of this study was to determane iff children in
different feading groups penerated more of one type of nuscue
\E\nn'nlﬁther_ andaf thes pattern conhinued in conseculive grades

he wistilication was based upon the past studies of Goodman
(1967, 1965) and Weber (15)70\. who found that beginning read-
ers generated a certuntype of error which was assocuited
with the intended meamng of the author,

This study took plafe 1n Bucks County, Pennsylvama, A ran-
dom samphng was obtaindd conststing of 180 emldren drawn
from grades ane through six, ten [rom each reading group,
high, medium, and tow. The Botel Reading Inventory was used
to place-childrenin a reading Tevel and x(liisoquehtlfintu read-
tng groups. The oral passayges of an Informal Reading Inven-
ti’_rl (IRD) was used as the measure to .{é:ll;‘l‘ntl‘- miscues, The

,Reading Miscue lnv('n(nr_\: (RMD was used (n ahbreviated form
to analyze and classify the oral reading errors of each child.
The three variables studied were reading level, grade level,”
and three types of miscues, Data gathered were analyzed by
means of a 3 (reading level) by 6 (grade level) by 3 (miscues)
analysis of vardance with repeated measures of the last factor,
The children read the oral passages from the IRl and the ex-
amner hand recorded and taped all readings. When the chitd
reached frustration level, the exanuner stupped testing, “The
dita were classified by three trained judges fnto graphic, se-
mantic, and ‘or syntactic cgtegortes, Two of the twelve hypoth-
eses were supported. That is, in the medium reading gronp,
graphic miscues decreased as grade level increased, and se-
mantic miscues increaged as grade level increased, The-re-
sults indicated that children i all reading groups in all grades
made more graphic miscues than Femantic or syntactic.

ERIC .
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A STUDY INVESTIGATING THE RELATIONSIRD BETWEEN
HILDREN'S SELF-CONCEPT AND READI ACMEVE.
ENT: THE EFFECT OF DPLAY THERAPY /AND READING

ENRICHMENT CLUBS UPON SELF_CONCEDPT .

- ' Order No. 7927287

fAZAR, Marsha Singex, Ph.D, Northwestern Unluorﬁlty_, 1979,
157pp. ’
/

* This research has been destgned with the dim of raising
children's self-concepts and reading :l(‘hlovommn. Forty sub-
jectn, grade two through grade ftve, from a middle- to upper -
class suburban elemhentary achool, were setected for thls study,
All tdtty children had been Kdentified by teachers, pupll per- ~
sonnel supervisor, and reading achievement test scores as
having poor self-concapts and low reading achievemant levels,

The children were pretesteg with the Lipsitt Self-Concept
Scate, the Gray Oral Reading } ragraphs Test, and the previous
year’s Stanford Achievement Test (SAT) was recorded, They
were randomly assigned to either a control or experimental
group, There were equal numbers of boys and' girls assigned

- to each group, expertmental and control, The experimental
group received one fifty -minute saesston per week ina play
therapy “club,” and one fifty -minute session per week in a
reading enrichment club. The play therapy club was conducted
by a regularly -licensed school counselor, and the reading en- ’
richment club by a regular classroom teacher. The aim of the
{flay therapy situation was to enable the children to gét to know
themselves, and like themselves more, by means of the coun-
selor's empathetic responses to the individuals and the group,
and to enable the children to learn to relate to each other, more
successfully, within the framework of the play therapy situa- -
tion, The aim of the reading enrichment clubs was to provide

the children with a nonthreatening, nongmdoh sttuation, In

which they experienced a club-like atmosphere, homogeneous
grouping, and an opportunity to enhance reading skills thl;&lgh
spontancous and creative teaching, .

The chlldren participated in these “clubs” for a period of
three months and were then retested on the afb'roﬁuontloned
tests, ‘Rhe groups were called “elubs,” tn order to stimulate
the development of a positive attachment to them within the
shortest possible period of tln&. . .

The results of this study inMcated there were great gains
made on the part of the experimental group in their develops:

ment of a mord positive self-concept and in their reading
achievement and interest levels, It was impaossible to conclude
that increased self-concept caused better reading-skills and
achlevement to develop; however, it was proyen that the two
types of treatment, offered simultaneously, coincided with an
increase in both the chlidren's self-concept and thelr reading ~
achievement levels. TheJe were no significant differences be-
tween boys and girls in their reactions to the two treatments,
pldy therapy and reading enrichment clubs. .

It 18 the author’s hope that more schools wlll invest the time
and staff to try this program, Sincé A three-month treatment
period showed positive effects in helping increase children's
self-confidence, their view of themselves, thelr reading skills,

* «and their interest in réading; it is hypothesizod that these two

forms of treatment, offered to children over a longer period of Y

" time, can only be more effective,
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* The purpose of thys study was to doete i'mi:nv:
1. whether grodp tutoring s as effective as individaal tator-
ing tn the achtevement of word roecagnition skills for
a. first grade children
b. sevond grath children ] b
2. whether group tutoring ts as effecttve an only tedvher-
directad instraction i the achiovement of word rec ngnitlon '
" skills for . .
a. Hirst grade chitdren
b. second grade children
Much research has been atcdmulated which indlcates indi-
vidual tutoring can increase reading achievement. However,
nohe of the studies reviewed ased college stadents to teach
word recognition skitls, both individaally md in }'l()ll[)‘i to first
and second l,l ade lhlldl(‘ll

Purpose

‘Procedure

-

A sample of 124 fivas prade students and 129 second grade

students who scoted between the 20- \J! purcentile on the Metro-

politan Achicvement Test was selected far inclusion in this
study. The \tudonts were grouped by classroom and then ran-
domly assipned to receive either group tutoring, thdividual tu-
" toring, or regular clasyroom instruction in p,:u'o of the supple-
mentary tutoring sessions. ,
The group and Individual diagnostically structured tutoring
sesslons weve pravided during the regular classroom reading

Two days each week, each tator worked with a group of four
children for 45 minates and an individ
versing the order on alternate days.

-Khe t,uh\l S u-coivml four T5-minute training sessions prior
to the onset of the tutm ing program. The training program fo-
cused ¢ the scope and sequence of the phonics analysis area
of the word recognition currtculum, the objectives covered on
the diagnostic pretest, pre- and post-test administration, rec-
ord keoping‘ undcnst.xmhn& the underachiever, interpersonal
relatlonshlpq the ust of instructional ln.ltell'll'-l legson plan
development, word recognition teaching stl.ltugics and tutor
responsibilities. : '

After 23 sessions over a period of 11 1/2 weeks, the tutees
were posttested with an alternate form of the pre-test, Regults
were analyrml using two separate one- by two .unlyses of co-
vnrlanc . -

pertod by college students enrolled in '}/réadlng methods course,

al for 45 minutes, re-

_Findh;gs

v

Baged on the analysis of d\t.\ the followiny findings were
obtained (a » .05): N
Although there was no d|{foleme in word recognitlon
achlevement between gecond grade students tutored individually
or in amall groups, group tutoring was more effgctive than in-
dividual tutoring for the first grade students. When the fests
" of stgnificance for bath prade levels were combined through
use of a chi square, group tutoring was more (-ffmtlvv thany'in-
dividual tutoring,
r! Group tutoring was found.to be more effective than Class-
reom inanuctmn in the achievement of wqxd re¢ genition qkllls
for both first and second grade students.y' .

'y -
Recommendations for Practjce

The findings suggest that volunteers be vaed to tutor first -
and second grade students who need assistance in word recog-
nition skills (those scoring between the 20-54 percentile on

* standardized achievement tests in (his area) in groups of four
-instead of individually. For students who are tutored Individ-
ually to receive comparable gajns, four 1imes the aniount of

time would need to be allotted a8 in the group tutoring situqtlor
L0
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( * with students ranked high on self-concept and autonomy

Volunteers can be uttlized more offic tently by reaching hnger

numbers of children in the same amount of time, tlwmby max-

tmizing the fimpact on reading achievemont, . .
.

Hm'()mnu!mkﬁlnnn for Further Rescarch

. Based on pxperience with this stady it 1s recommended that:

t. Moré evaluative studies examine the content of tutorial
tasks using objective nusessments.

2. The tec hnlques and materials used to train inexpertenced
voluntéers be refined and expanded.

3. Duc to the relatively short length of most tutoring pro-
grams, mark disgriminating measuring {nstruments be Hevo!-‘
oped. - ) ,

4. 'The effects of group and Individual tutoring with pre-
school children and Intormediate grade children be examined,

5. An examination of the effects of group and individual tu-
using tutees who are abpve the national norm be ynder-
groups of high achlevers can wark with volunteers
and*obtaiNresults similar to those obtained in the classroom,
the teacher can be freed to dovnte more time wmklnl, with
underachicvers. - ) ~

!

CLASSROOM VERBAL MNTERACTION, TEACHERS’ PERCEP -
TIONS OF STUDENTS' SEL. F——CONCPP'I AND AUTONOMY,
AND READING GROUP PLACEMENT Order No. 7918816

BOLCHAZY, Marie Carddect, EA.D. State University of New
York at Alh;ln‘y, 1979, 152pp,
Studies on the effects of teacher expectancy .-mggest\hnt
teacher expectancy influences student achieyement. The pres-
. ent study viewed teachers’ pereeptions of students’ self-concept
and autoanomy ag aspects of teacher expectancy, The chua of
" the study was on the verbal ipteraction patterns that take place
between the teacher and individual students, The questions ad.
dressed were:
(*) What is the cAtent to which differences in teacher -student.
verbal lnter.u‘tlox\dul "ing reading instruction can be predicted !
from teachers’ ratings of students’ self- conct:pt and autonomy?
(b) What s the yalue of teachers’ mflngs of students’ self-
concept and .\utbnomy fox predicting reading group placement?
Before addr esslng thhbove questions, it was necessary to
address pvrcqt site estlons relative to content and mode of
~ instruction. lng g nemlly Is taught in € group,setting,
which was the\e n this study. Jt was possible that different
readtng group$ weré taught differdnt cuptent or were taught by
differept modes of instruction.as functions ot reading group
plpcement or individual teaching 5tyle. Therefore, the pteaent
study was designqd as a two-stage study. In Stage One of the -
resent. study, ‘questivns relative to oontent and mode of in- .
& struction.were answered. In Stage Two, questions relative to

classroom verbal Interaction patterns were answered. Sears’ '
(1951) theoretical framework for parsonality and soclal bchav- _
tor was used, .

". The sample for Stage Ohe consisied of the reading groups v

in three primary grade classes in a nearly all- black public
school district, located about 20 miles fram Chlcago INlinois, ~
The Stage Two sample, a supsct of the Stage One sample, con- °
sisted of the Individual students in the readirg groups selected
on the basis of the findings$ at Stage One., The measure of read-
;ﬂevcnwnt was an average bf the scores op three of the
« Woodcock Reading Mastery. Teats, The measures of teachers’
perceptions of students’ self-concept and autonomy were teach-
ers’ rankings of students on these psychological properties, .
Two observatioh syslems were used, In Stage One, the gystem ~
was the Teacher Observation Scale developed by Qulrk ris-
men, Weinberg, and Nalin (1973) for analysis of content and
mode of instruction during reading Ingtruction,. In Stage Two,
the system vas the Flanders Interaction Analysis ¢ategories
developed by Flanders (1967) for analysis of verbdl behavior,
Multiple regression equations were computed to determine
the value of self-concept and autonomy ratings for predlcttng
scores on the Flandérs scale and for predictiig reading group
plrcement. Teachers used more indir@ct metheds of teaching.

¥
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used moro direct methuds of ‘teathing with students ranked low
~on self-concopt and autonomy, Criticism appeared to have a
/complox relationship with teachers® perceptions of studentn’
nelf-concopt and autonomy, For one teacher only, self-congept
and autonomy ratings added stgnificantly to the value of scores
on the Wondeock Reading Mastery Tests fur predicting reading

Y group pln(‘g:ont.

i
The findings of the present study lend some support to the

hypothesis that Xhe relationship of sell-concept and autonpmy

to reading achicvemunt may stem, at least in part, [

n the

teacher-student verbal idteraction patterns that take place In
the classroom. ‘The support for this hypothents is pruvided by
the findings of this study with regard to vettietsm and espacially

.
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with regurd to indircctness in teaching.
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A STUDY DF THE VALIDITY OF THE “RULE OF THUMB®
Order No. 7919170

BORTIN, Theresa Rita, Ed.D.
99np. -

Artzona State University, 1979,

The puiirpose of this study was to examine the conturrent
validity of a student self-adminisgte red Instrument called the
*Rule of Thumb,® #n jnstrument which ennavs students to self-
select reading materials at their own instructional reading
levels. Concurrent validity was examined by comparing the
results of the instrument with those of an established adult-
administered test of structional reading level, the Classroom
Reading Inventory.* ‘The nature and the magnitude of the rela-
tionship were tested by use of Pearson product-moment corre-
lational analysis. In addition, post hoc analyses were conducted
on data not includett in the hypothesls. The sample consisted
of 35 rundomly sclected second-grade and 35 randomly selected
fifth-grade students,

Two Instructional reading levels for eich child were ob- -
tained for the study. One was obtained through adult adminis-
tration of the (‘!,!S,LS,'_"?’ﬂl‘l‘_"_“_d_".‘!h'-_l“_"‘l'l!ﬂl" The second in-
structional reading level was obtamed in a two-stage process.
The first stage consisted of the student selecting a book from
an unmarked bagm series and using the “Rule of Thumb®
criteria to idpk)l;’lu page which was at his or her own instruc-
tional reading’level. The second stage consisted of the re-
searcher assigning a readabllity level to eacl, student-identl-
fled pageiby using the Fry readability graph.

.The null hypothesis stated that there would be no significant
relationship between instruttional reading levels obtained
through administration of the Classroom Reading Inventory and
instructional reading levels obtained through the “Ruie of
Thumb.” The hypothesis was rejected, indicating a slgnificant,
positive relationship. ) :

The ‘results of the post hoe analyses indicated that both sex
and age influence the ability to select instructional level read,’
ing materials by using the "Rulé of Thumb” criteria. Girls
were more skilled than boys, and sgrond-grade students were
more gkilled than (ifth-grade students, with scecond-grade girls
the mostskilled of the four groups studies. Second-grade girls
were 'mg),rc skilled than fifth-grade giris, (iith-grade girls were
more skilled than second-grade boys, and seeond-grade boys
were more skllled than fifth-grade boys in selecting lns(rucl-
tional reading matc¥ials at Appropriate levels of difficulty by
using the *Rule of Thumb.”

Al an
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SPECIFICATION AND VALIDATION OF READING SKILLS
HIERARCHIES . Order No. 7920822

BOURQUE, Mary Lyn M, Ed.D. University of Massachusetts,
1979. 134pp. Director: Ronald K. Hambleton ! .
1 - .

There is a growing cm{cem among practitioners and acade-
mieians alike for the numbers of elementary and secondary
school pupils who are unable to read and compute at the ter-.

. mination of theTr school experiences. This concern has sparked

» @rowing interest in instructional and measurement sSystems
\ . :
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research. One topic which 18 of particular interest is Jhat of
learning hierarchies in reading and lunguagesarts. Le roning
hierarchies have been the structige of basal programs as well
as reading managemont systems fowmn number of years, How-
ever, oie of the wepk aspects of both 18 the lack of research™
Which focuses on the specificution and validation of such hier-
archies. ) '

The purpgse of this study 4 to compare two empirical mefh-
odologies for establishing hiernrchical relationships, viz., the
Dayton and Macready model (1976}, and the White and Clark .
proeedure (1973), with an a priori hierarchy established by con-
tent aren specinlists. )

~~ Eight phonies skills and eight structural antlysis skills were

pelected from the test battery, The Reading Skills Inventory:

,’i‘g_x_{lwt'_e_ngln\_;l_{_q[glj_c_l\ccgn Assussmg;_\t (Hnmble(m'\-;’TIT'H')Y._~
' In order to establish an a prior{ hierarchy based on the
Judgment of experts in the field of reading a sumple of 23 con-
tenl specinlists was wsked to respond to a imlr-‘wlse comparison
task. Each respondent examined 56 pairs of objectives result-
Ing from two 8-objective clusters: one cluster of phonics
skills, and a second of structural analysis skillg. The result-
ing hierarchies were then compared to those produced using
empirical dfta based on the administration of four criterion-
referepced test levels to wpproximately 14,000 clementary
school children in an urban setting, ’

Initiully the Dayton and Macrendy model for specilying a
hierarchy utiizing a maximum likelihood solution was applied.
Secondly, the{White.and Clark procedure, a pair-wise compari-
son method having a “test of Inclusion” significance test, was
applied. .Thir procedure can accommodate multi-ftem data-
sels for each objective in the hierarchy, and, as a result, can
estimate the p_rolmblllty of a rnq\i mly selected examinee having
answered zero, on one or more it&h&correctly for any objec-
tive-pair. '

Hierarchy specification by content experts revealed an
overwhelming lack of agredment among reading specialists on
the hlerarchical relationships among reading skills and objec-
tives, In part, this is due to the lack of clarity and preciseness
of articulating reading objectives in behavioral terms.

Specification of the hierarchies based on empirical data via
elther probabilistic model produced more stable results. Sev-
eral critical problems were identified in using both models,
and solutions are proposed. N

Thg results of the study indjcate that it is quite possible to
speclfy and validate hierarchical relationships, First, validated
hierarchical patterns among reading skills should result In im-
proved instructional sequences. If prior acquisition of certain
skills i8 necessary to the posterior acquisition of alternate
skilis then proper curriéulun} sequencing becomes critical in
the insatructional degign process. Secendly, validated hierar-
chies should allow for more elficient and effective diagnosis
and prescription. Thi's 1s particularipimportant when the prac-
titloner in reading is faced with the problems of remediation.
Finally, hiérarchical relationghips among instructional objec-

ves should foster the development of tailored testing programs
as well as improve more formative pupil evaluation procedures.

INTRINSIC VERSUS EXTRINSIC MOTIVATION TOWARD
READING IN THIRD GRADE STUDENTS WITH A COM~
PARISON OF INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP CONTINGENCIES

‘ ) Order No. 7926721

BOWEN, Charles Elbert, Jr., Ph.D. The Florida State Uni-
versity, 1979, 193pp. Major Professor: Dr. Charles H:
Madsen, Jr.

Techniques of teaching reading skills to third grade gtu-
dents were compared, nns the effects of these techniques on
students’ intrinsic motivation toward reading were investi- .
gated. Students were divided Intp high and low groups on the
basis of reading ability and were assigned randomly to one of
five experimental vonditions. Conditlons réflected teaching
techniques which employed elther intrinsic or extrinsic moti-'
vation and either‘individual or group contingencies of rein-
forcement.
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« Pre and posttest scores of “readiog skilt and inttlnste motl-
vation toward teadind indieated that teaching technlgques em-
ploying extiinste motivation and an individual contingoncy of

*retnforcement were most effective withwtudentys In the low
reading groups  Students {n high (e nhlm Y1eupy progressed
regatdles: ,‘l teachang technique, tl(lmm’h there was a slight
advantage for students in groups ciploying intiinste motfva-
tion techniques and groups e tating on an individual con-,

singency.

>
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FFFECTS QF TEACHER RESPONSES TO PUPIL. MISCUES

PUPLHL. STRATEGIES OF DECODING AND (f()MpRE—l
’FNI)IN(I Orduer No. 7916885

BRADY, Muary Ella, Ph.Dy Indhana Unaiversity,
Clmlrporsun' Dr, Cavvolyn Burke

1979, 214pp.

i‘i\l(_)lﬂ?llﬂ(w()(“l(‘ Problem

The problem investipated was the effect of four speeilic
kinds of teacher rvslxn{scs to pupll miscuesf, or prompts, on
decoding strategies &nd comprehension in normal and disahled
readers, It was hypothgsized shat the speetfic pupil decoding
strategtes usad and pupil comprehension would be predictable
from the teucher prompt to which pupits were exposed,

Sources of Data . . v

The 47 subjects were frgm two schools, with one-half of the
subjecta belng second graders and one-half, disabled readers
tn grades three through six, The mean reading level of the
normal sv(:und prade readers in each school was at their ext
pected level, 2.6 in grage Cquiy alents, with the mean for dis-
abled re: wers being tdeatical. Dis: lhl(‘d readers had heen clas- —
sified by the, nchool district as leavmng disabled and most had
Qs falling in the slow learner ¢ .llu\ymy (60 to 85). The '1IQ of
second graders was assumed to be normal,

Mcthods

Pupils wnhln the t‘»vu schools were randomly assigned to
treatments within cach group of readers, Eighteen 30 minute
experimental lessons were conducted by the experimenter in
small group*situations, with all pupils in each group receiving
the same prompt. Pupils orally read textual materials above
thelr instructional level and, when miscues that changed the in-
tended meaning of the text occurred, were assisted according
to the assigned treatment, Pupils in each group read from the
same instryctional materiats, The four treatments were Tell-
ing, Sounding Out, Context, and Nothidg (i,e., no prompts were
given). The two reading levels were normal and disabled,

The 21 dependent variables were of the following categories:

_.¢omprehension after silent reading and after, oral reading with
prompting: and decoding strategies (miscue types, self-cor-
rections, error rate, and graphic similarity), with and without
promting. After the last experimental lessdn, three posttest
passages were administered to measure the dependent vari-
ables: a modilied cloze test, a passage read orally by pupils
without interrvuptions, and a passage read orally with treat-
ments administered,

Three experimental lessons and the posttest passage with
prompting were coded using the Oral Reading Observation Sys-
tem. These data revealed that treatments were administered
as intended. . .

Two-way ANOVAs were used to analyze the data, with data
from each school being analyzed separately, Alpha was set at
.1 tn order to increase power. '

Major Findings
The results for two significant variables replicated across
schools: (1) disabled readers had signtiicantly higher compre-
hensign after oral reading than normal readefs and, (2) pupils
receivlng the Sounding Out treatment had slgnmc.mtly more

ERIC
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. Sound/Nonwlwo mise ugs than pupils in the other groups. The
resulta for 11 dependent vartables woro nonsignificant at both
schools, with results Tor the remaining 8 variables not repli-
cuting. N

L] . J

Conclustons

Because most significant results were found in the main
effect of reading level, the prompts to which pupils were ex-
posed did not tnfluence pupil comprehension and decoding strat-
egies as much as reading level, The léngth of the current ex-
pertment appeared to be too short for prompting to influence
puptl behavtars, .

THE ASSOCIATION OF l;d(fUS O‘" CONTROLl. WITH READ-
ING ACHIEVEMENT OF CHILDREN UNDER DIFFERENT IN-
STRUGCTIONAL ME’I'HODS/MA'!‘ERIALS Order No, 7920051,

CORBOY, Margaret Rlodcll Ph.D. Untversity of ‘-)nuth Caro-
lina, 1979 180pp. \

The present study was designed to investigate the matching
of specific instructiongl methods/materials of varying struc-
ture to a studept according to a pergenological variable, locus
of conttol, Btudent reading performance was the dependent
variable, The independent variables were locus of ¢antrol and
the degree of structure Incorporated in the ingtructional
methods/materials, 'These variables were examined through
analysis of variance tn optder to answer the following question,

* What specific instructional methods/materials enhance the
reading achievementyof certain types of students, differentiated
according to locys of/control ?

The sammple consisted of 204 sixth grad at High Hills

ddle Schuol, Sumter, South Carolina, Studﬁa’ were stnati-
fied a¢cording to locus of control and aéademic achievement
and systematically assigned to one of the four treatments, Each
"student was directed to T8ad a pagsage and answer comprehen-
sion questions pertaining to his reading. The passage and ques-
tiona were uniform across the treatments. Thatreatments dif-
ferdd according to the degree of structure incorporated within
the methods/materials, Reading performance was measured
by a 28 item multiple choice scale designed for use in this -
study. Revised forms of the Intellectual Achicvement Respon- .
sibility Questiomaire and the children’s Nowicki-Strickland
Locus of Control Scale were used to assess locus of control in

+ “a Sehool and general life situation, The instrunients used in

assessing both reading performance and locus of control were -
subjected to examnination in previous pilot studies,

Results of the analysis of vartance failed to support evidence
of aptitude-treatment Interaction, When main effect was ex-

@ amined, student reading performance did not differ significantly
across treatment or locus of control, However, statistical sig-
nificance ‘was detected in a further examination of the data, In
order to simulate a classroom environment, the students within
the treatments were divided into three administration groups
within each treatment. The differences in reading performapce
between the groups nested within the treatments were statisti-
cally significant at the .0001 level. This suggested influence
of factors not controlled by the original design of this study.

Further research is needed to determine if students can be
matched to specific tnstruetional methods/materials of varying
structure according to locus of control, -

3
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A (.‘ON”?AHJ\ FIVE STUDY OF FHREE MFTHODS OF PRAC-
'l:l(leG READING TO FERFOUT REDUCTION IN FRRORS IN
OHAR RFADING UF SFCOND AND HiRD GRADERS

\ Order No. 7922278

CUX, Ruth Mz b 1
1979, Ul0pp  Advyser

The PennsylVania State Univeraity,
Hobert 1. Shrigley "

Thia study attempted to detevmine whether practice o re- -
reading lmproves teading accutacy, a8 meagared by oral read-
ing tasts U, i fact 1t dass, which of three methods tantgon,
oral, or sttent) will be most effective for second and thiyd
graders? '

Forty-(oar second graders And 36 thind graders in the Dep-
ver Flamentary School, Denver, Pennsylvanta, comprising thé
sample for the study, wawe tandomly assigned to one of thX'e§
treatment groaps. The untson dreatinant Rroup rdéad in anison
with the teacher While the silent Kroup tead silently at thety
geata and the oral group read orally to each other,

The pretest included sections of the Gitmore Oral Reading
Test and a measur e especially desygmed for this study, which
weare admnmstered by the mvestgator.

Prior to the ddministiation of the pretest, teacheyy were
in-gerviced with the proeedutes for implementing the stady in
their classiooms.® The tnvestigator had weekly consaltations
with the teachers in order to msare untform implementation.

Followiny 30 five -minute treatment senstong, students wore
posttested with an isstrament identical to that ased for pre- -
testing amd adnanistered in ke manner. '

Pretest and postiest scotes for vach of the eight oral read=
ing error categories, as well ag the total nambgr of errora
ACross cateporties, were :iuh)('}ed to tosts of ',l'n:llyslﬁ of varl-
ance on repeated measuares (ANOVR) with g Ude, clasy, treat-
ment, reading level, and vepeated tosting-boeing the factors to -
be analyzed. ’ ’ T

Supplemental data were also provided for test material dif -
ferenpes uslng"lht‘ Pearson Product-Moment Correlation and
'lor{:di{h‘r(‘n('oa ustng a one-way analysis of variance.

’ On the-posttest, the stlent and anison groaps did not differ
significantly from each other, bat did show a significantly
greater amount of improvement than did the oral group. Third
graders had sl]ghtly more récorded errors than did second

4 Rraders, Whilv there was a significant difference between re-
corded orrors for each classroom, there was no significant dif-
ference hetween sexes  sStudents in higher reading levels had
fewer recorded errory than students in lower reading loyels
with all students having a significant decrease in recorded er-

- rors from prefest to posttest, There was a significantly high
correlation from pretest and posttest total errors on practiced
“and nonspracticed teSting materials, ' :

The {o'llowinu conclusions were reached:

{. The priacticing of-readihyg improyed thcyﬂ'%'vndlng ac-
curacy of all students. ’ . )

2. Unison and stlent reading approaches were more effec-

‘tive than oral reading ]

3. ‘Second and third graders appeared equally successful
with the three methads.

4. The reduct®n of reading errors differed from classroom
tq clagsroomn. - t

3. Boys and girls appeared equally successful with the

' three miethods of practicing reading,

6. The lower the inittal reading level of the student, the |
greater’'the improvement from pretest to posttest,

7. The accuracy scores on an oral reading test with prac-
ticed and non-practiced matersal were similar.

8. The tower reading level responded best to the unlson
reading approach while the upper reading level reaponded best
to the silent reading approach. .

Itanay be implied from the results-that practice in reread-
ln]; of tnstructional niaterial {mproves reading jccuracy, The
amount of teacher attemtion and the stage of the student’s read-
Ing development need to be considered when selecting a reading
technique since some methods work better than others for cer-

a

tain reading levels. Although oral reading actdracy may not o~

lmprove as the child moves from second to third grade, the.
higher the reading level within the grade, the more improved
the oral reading accuracy. Standardizad or informed oral read-
1~ tests can be equally accutrate In agsessment,
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THE EFFECTS ON READING ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS
ENGAGED IN CRFEATIVE WRITING AND STUDENTS EN-
GAGED IN SUSTAINED SIHLENT READING AND CREATIVE -
WRITING Order No. 7918449
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DE LA ROSA, Mavik Curnutt, Ed.D. East Texas State Univer -
sity, 1979, 119pp. Adviser: Bill Bryant -

Purpose of the Study: The purpose of this study was to ex-
amine the cffects of croative writing and sustained silent read- .
Ing with creative writing on reading uchlevement at the inter-
mediate reading level, The study investiguted the question of .
whether extenslive creative writing oxperience would result in
atatistically significant reading achievement gaing, %

Procedure: Two reading classes In & school district with
a school population of 1,162 were used for the study, The ex-
perimental group of twenty-one students ongaged In thirty-
minute creative writing sesslons three times a week. The con- -
trol,. group of twenty studonts pf\rtlclpnwd In thirty-minute
sustalned silent reading periods three times a‘weok with a cre-
ative writing sossiun substituted for the feading In one period
.every other weoek, > )

Each group was pretested with the lloughton\ﬁlﬂlln Pupil
Placement Tests, the \’(og!gpgghn_(mding Mastery Tests, and

the Peabody Picture _Yo&nlun[ng_‘l‘cat. Each Individual within

both groups was placed on his Instructional level in the Hough- *
‘ton Mifflin basal reading program, At the conclusion of the
elghteen-wock study, both groups were again tested with the
Houghton Mifflin Pupll Placement Tests and the Wobdcock Read-
Ing Mastery Tests.
An analysis of variance was applied to the data. The t-test
for two Independent samples was used to test the hypotheses '
that Involved comparisons bet witon the groups, The t-test for
correlated s:unples was used to tost the hypotheses fhat fn-*
volved comp:\risons(wlthln the same grouy, An analysis of co-
variance wag used to test for differences hciwcen the groupa
using pretest scores and Intelligence Quotient’(IQ) SCores as
covarlates. .- ) 2
Findings: There were no statistically significant, differences
- between the pusttest scores of the cont rol group and the exper - ’
fmontal group on either test, However, a statistically signifi-
cant difference was found between the two grqups on the post- .
tent results of the Houghton Mifflin Pupil Placement Tests when
the pretest scores were usid ag vovarlates.” No statistically .
slgnlllﬂcant differdnces wébe found between the reading achieve- 1
ment of the boys and that of the girls in elther group,
Concluqlg_\_g: When both instructfunad reading level scores
and reading mastery scores were considered, galns produced
by one approach to reading were not significantly better than
galns produced by the other approach, Basal reading instruc-
tion combined with creative writing or” with sustained silent
reading and creative writing was effective in produchig reading
achleVement gains, Within the experimental and control groups,
no statisticylly significant difference was found between the ° - .
reading performance of the boys and that of the girls, The
Basal Reader Approuch for reading instruction combined with
creative writing or with sustained stlent reading ind creative
writing was effective for both the boys and girls,
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* AN INVESTIGAFION INTO THE RELATIONSHIP DETWEEN A STUDY OF bl:.(,‘OND GRADERS' LEARNING OF ORA
< -ARTICULATION THERAPY AND PROGHRESS IN READING IN CONCEPT EXPANSION "AND ITS EFFECT ON TR El‘
SCHOOL AGE CHULDREN Onder No. 7922589 LEARMNG OF READING COMPREMENSION - H
» : - \ . .
DONNELLY, Carole Amh Ph.D. Unlvcr‘_ol Cincinnati, | * Order No.' 7915118
19’19 a8pp. ’ ) - GODFREY, Lorraine L unt, Ed.D Un‘vormtv of San Francisto,
~ -- - - - 1978, 2511)|) . . -
A .tudy was undertaken In the publie schools’ of Southwest-- . .
- ern ()hlo to exmqlne the 1ssue of whether an utl(ul\(lmf-(Qlor- ) Can young (hlldron be t.\ught n specific language structure
dor ldversuly affects educational performance. The study was AR ¥ called ral conc ept expansion? Will mastery of this structure

* «» Four scores were pbtained on cach ¢hild: a reading vocabu-

»

To ahswer the above questions, reading achievement scores
a . D [

futther destgned to determine 1f ﬂl{’N‘Ch therapy for an articu- effact the learning of reading comprehension?
latton disorder has a nu-«ltlve‘olro ¢t on reading :n ores, : This study hypothesized that a caugal relationship exiats, .

It han bm.-n observed that Speech/Language Pathologists . . between w specific opal language factor and reading compre-
employed In public achool settings are entering jntv a new era - ~-hension 1n second V(.‘do children

i . ‘ ’ > \ . )
of accountubllity. The questign 1s being ralsed by funding Literature ang’researcl) have recognized the correlation
aources and state departments of Q‘,(lucz/\tiun as 1o whether or belwoen oral language and reading  Studies haVd shown cer-
3 1 3 iy ar e ). . A . « o «

not, the services offered by the Speech /Language Pathologist . fain-apects of ¢ral Lunguage can be taugh wough [oeusing on
addresa themselves to the goals of the e’(l})cntlonnl Institution spetilic oral euatrocts Romding unlqne* oron iy dopand
in which they are belng offered. wpon knowledggbf these constructs  The nature of this rela- _

: i s i tionahip was stdied in :\two-(rcm ment design hypothesizing
from 155 children who have recelved speech therapy for an that children cal aught oral concept expansion and this abil-

articulatfon disorder In a publle school setting were collected, ity would significantly iimgove the learmng of an analogous
«concepl in xeadln(., c O‘npleh nsion.
nnd co\mol was 75 suburban

hry and a re \dlng comprehension score before the chtld was -

- enrolled ln}l‘;{ apy and'a reading vocabulary and a reading com- )

prchdnalon store after having received speech therapy.,

_ All of the scores dabulated for this study were p('luhnle [ skills. All subjocts were then Nught reading concept ex-

soores. This was done so that valld ¢ omparisons could be . pansion. ’
. made between a child’s performance in reading pre and post - The measurement usod bii the Bt

speech therapy,. All scores collected on a glven child were

8 tweo formas of
the Gates-MacGinitie reading comprehonsion subtest for grade
from the sante instrument; that Is, 1 a chlld’s pre-therapy (wo and a pre- and post oral concept expansion test' requiring
acores were from the Metr opuman Achlevement Test, his subjec(a to “tell a story” about specilit pictures.
post-scores were also Metropolitan Achlievemgmt scores, The two treatment study consisted of oral concept expan-
%bjedq Included in this study were malesfand females with sion lessons for the experimental group, and reading concept
actjculation disutders who attend public schopds in Southwest - expansion lessons for all gubjects and used an oral concept
ern Ohlo. The cooperating districts were located in rural, expansion model specifically designed for this study. Analysis
metgopglitan, agd suburban neighborhoods and N‘P'C‘"‘"'Cd of variance, correlation coefficients, and analysis of croas
lower, mlddlc nnd upper middle socioeconomic classes, tabulations were used to analyze da(;1 i

No child was Included in this study who: This study yielded the following data.

1. There was a difference but not sigmficant in post read-
» ing comprehension scores between children receiving
oral concept expansion amd Yeading concept expansion
treatment and children just receiving re'ldmg cqncept

T 1. had hearing acully less than 15db for the poorer ear

2, was éver enrolled in any .s;x"clal education class, la-
beltd as cducable mentally retarded, learning dis-

7 - abted, autigfic -like, or emotionally disturbed N . ~Nexpansion treatment. _

3. had been diagnosed as having any specific learning 2. The gain in post reiding comprehension test for chil-
disapility or is recetving tutoring for a learning dis- dren taught oral concept expansion did not carrelate
abllity significantly with their reading ability levels.

» . _
4. had any physical abnormality of the gpeech mechaniam, L. 3. Children taught reading concept expansion, and not
A t-test for related measures was used to make compari-’ 1 taught oral concept expansion, showed gains in their

sons between pre and post -reading scores for all children in ’ post reading CO"“"'C"G"B“’" test

the study. Separate t-tests were also computedd for children - ' 4. The gain 1 post reading complohen-non test scores for
who Initially had mild, moderate; and severe articulation dis- children taught reading concept eRp.msuon and not taught

oral concept expansion, did not correlate with their read-
performance and far_children who did not Improve significantly. ing ability levels. .

t

-

Separate t-tests were also cumpu(ed for various other sub-
. groupe of the population, -

While the results do not support the hypothesls that speech
therapy for anarticulation disorder had a statistically slg-
nificant (at the 05 level of confidence) effect on reading scores
for all_subjecr, In some cases it was significant, Children
in sople geogfaphic areas made significant advances in their
reading vocabulary scores. Further, children who were poog.
readers before having speech therapy improved significantly
. (p <.001) in both reading vocabulary and reading comprehen-
apl? For all groups where there was lmprovement; the im-

ment was always greater in vocabulary than cdimpre-
hensjon. No significant differences were found be(ween the
mild, mgderate, and severe groups,

‘The Implications of this study are that, at leas( for some
‘childrén, speech therapy for an. aruculatlon disorder, as 1t~
is currontly being administered in public school settings, is
Mving a positive egect on reading scores, Further, while It
cannot be concluded from this study that»armul.ulon dsorders

% Qd'orulynﬂec( reading achievement, Ut can be shown That at corroborate the hypothesis that oral concept éxpansion sig-
Jeast for some children, (he remediation of an artltuhllon nmcnmlv improves reading (omprehensmn
problo Js accompanied by“an Increase in both re'ldlng vo- 1
and reading comprehenslon . , A ’ 3 : S -

El{lc '

5. There was no significant difference in male afid female
between the two groups in post reading comprehension
test and post oral concept expansion test. For the total
group there was a significant difference in favor of fe-
males in post reading comprehension test gains and post

' oral concept expansion test gains.

&

Direct tdfcifing of oral concept expansion to low achiev-
. ers, and not high achievers, reduced differences in the
post oral concept expansion test between the two groups.

.The findings suggest that children can be given direct in-,
struction in oral concept expansion and this teaching can make
a significint difference in their ability to expand oral concepts.
Further, reading concept expansion can be taught best through
direct teaching methods. Such .direct teaching of reading con-
cept expinsion can make a significant difference in reading
comprehension. Thisstudy demonstrated the potency of direct
reading instruction on reading achievement with the effect of
instruction directed to its correlates and therefore did not

T
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1t appears when ro.uhn%m( ruction s wawk, then the gen-
eral abiiity aptitude factor Tinks rowhing and language tn n .

sigmficamt correlagon But asthe quahty of rewbing mastruc-
tion increasos, the correlation may decrease This tontative:
correlution between Linguage and reading 18 worth dardet test-
ing tn future1esearch
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A PRESENT AND HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF BASAL, READ.
ING SERIES Order No. 7916340

~

GRAHAM, George Edward, Jr., EA.D. University of Virginia, - ' s
1998. 177pp. ’ e - .

. . . . ]

- The &tudy traces the development of basal reading serles
in America from the Colonial period to 1965 Pedagogical and
contemt eniphasés, as well as physical characteristics, of -read-
ing Instrugtion materials are described, using primary and
raecong@y souiced. The history is followed by cuyrent produc -
tion ptocedures used by major educational publighing houses in
the developmeént of a saries for grades K-8, The 'Roles played .
by key staff persounel in a publishing house who are responsible )
for series’ development are delineated. Infarmation for cur- {
rent production pracedures was collected from taped inter-
views with reading series personnel at two major publishing
houses, identifled as Gorman House and Herculean Press.

Results of the study indicated that reading series have In-
fluenced the national consciousness by mirroring the way the
populace wishes to be seen. The demands of minority group
organizattons and individuals tnfluence content selection tn
today's reading series. - \
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THE EFFECTS OF LESSON PREPARATION AND TEACHING
OF READING AND THE EFFECTS OF REINFORCEMENT
INHERENT IN THE TEACHING ROLE ON THE READING
PERFORMANCE AND ATTITUDE TOWARD READING OF
LOW-READING SIXTH GRADE TUTORS Order No. 7918788
. [y 4 :
GRILL, Edward Michael, Ed D. BaH State University, 1978.
107pp. Chatrman: Dr. Wyman FISChGI‘l/\

* This study investigated the effects of lesson preparatiop ' ' "
and teaching of readipg ang the effects of reinforcoment inher-
ent in the téaching role on reading comprehension, vocabulary,
and attitude taward the concept “reading.” Subject’s for the
study were low reading sixth graders.

In this study equivalent groups were used to ‘control for the
poasible positive social effects inherént in the procdss of aa-
suming the tutdr role. Additionally, the total time involvement
with the reading material was controlled to assure equal time
involvement for all subjects-

In order to deterniine the most effective use of tutoring as
a. means of educational intervention for tutors, it was neceasary
to isolate the critical factors which determine the gugress of
the overall tutoring process. Rigprous experinientM control
was also necessary in order to deterinine whether the aca-
demic improvement of tutors was actually a function of the
tutoring process and not a function of uncontrolled, unknown
factor ¢ - .

The subjects in this study were 71 gixth grade students
from 10 classrooms located in the seven elementary schools
of a rural Midwestern school system. The subjects included '
yll sixth grade students in the entire school system who scored "
between one and three years below grade level in reading com-
prehension, and for whom written parental permission for par-
ticipation in the study was obtained. .

A'protest_—;x}s'ttest control group design was used to test
data relative to nine hypotheses: The Gates-MacGinitie Read-

. ing Tests were used to measure the reaging comprehension .
. And vocabuiary of all sixth graders. A semantic differential
was used to measure the attitudes of subjects toward the con-

cept “reading.” . .
Analysis of covariance was the statistical treatment uti-
llzed to determine the significance of differences In data rela- i
Q ' the nine hypotheses.: 1 ‘,;*
- .

v

. -
»

Followigpg the protest, subjects were randamly ansigned:
within each Bchool into one of three groups. Experimental
group (ER) tutored fourth grade students in reading for three
one-haif hour periods a weok for 12 weeks. Thage subjectd
tutored during part of their regudar classroom reading period.
Experimontal group (EA) tutored fourth grade students in
arithmetic for three, one-half hour periods a weck for 12
weeks These titors remained in thein, regulur atxth grade
classroom during reading period. Control group {(C) did not
tutor nor interaet with fourth grade children. These subjects .
rethained in their aixth grade classroom for regular reading
inatruction .

- »
The conclusiohs of this study are ns {ollows:

1. Working as n tutor in reading plus recoiving some negu-
lar claasroom insgtruction was as effective as receiving

regular classroom Instl"uctlon in reading alone.

The effocts of the reinforcement inherent in playing the
rale of teacher alone do not appear to produce improved
roading achievement skilla. ) ‘

Actual lesson prepuration and teaching of reading plus

some regular classroom reading insfruction were as -

effoctive as regular classroom reading instructionalone.
*

The effects of playing the role of teacher did not affect .
subject attitudes toward reading. .

.
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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECT OF A SUPPLEMEN-

TARY READING FROGRAM ON THE READING ACHIEVE -

MENT OF HIGH RISK FIRST GRADE STUDENTS - .
¢ : ) Order No, 7917126

HALLORAN, Joan Westover, Ph.D. University of Maryland,
1878, 153pp,, Supervisor; Dr, Betty H. Simnis .
., *

The purpose of this study was to investigate the degree to
which a supplement: ¥ program of reading skills would affect
the reading achitvem#éht of children who haver been identified
as evidencing low academic potential in reading. More specifi-
cally, the study investigated the relationship between the high
risk first grade students recelving the supplemenfary reading
readlness program and the high risk first grade students who.
received traditional reading readiness instruction,

It was hypothestzed that: (1) There would be no difference
In reading readiness scores between high risk first grade stu-
dents who recelved a supplementary reading readiness program
and high risk first grade children who received a traditional
reading program .nnd that (2) There would be no difference in
reading achievement scores between high risk first grade stu- -
dents who received a supplementary reading reagliness program
and high risk first grade children who received a traditional
reading program,

A pilot study was conducted during the school year, prior to
the current study, to develop the treatment materials which
consisted of a series of four cassette tapes and stimulus flash
cards used to reinforce the reading readiness skllls being taught
In the first grade classroom. 'The District 111 Minimum Com -
%tonclos Test for Grade One was administered at the end of
the school year to all first grade students. The small group of
high risk students utilizing the treatment materials achleved
higher scores than the high risk students not using the freat-
ment materials. The treatment was deemed ready for further
study. . )

The present study was conducted during the school year
1977-78. Fifty -sfk children, sclected from two elementary
schools, on Clark Atr Base, Philippines, comprised the study

.

v

population. The fifty -six children were designated as high risk .

students based on jeacher observation and low performance
scores on the Met&sgolltan Readiness Test (MRT). The treat-
ment was adminlsteled to one-half of the group over a period

of \olght weeks. The other half of the group received no supple-
mentary treatment and acted as the control group. The MRT .
{19768) was administered at the end of the treatment to deter-
mine the effect of the treatment on reading readiness. The
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montha Tater to defermine the effoct of the treatihent on read -
ing achlovement. . '

Mean scores wern compared hetween the treatment group
and eontrol group Thatwo sample t-test was employed to test
the significance of diffedence atzan plpha level of 05, The re-
sults indicated that a aupplﬁnmnt;n(v. reading program was no ]
more effoctive than the traditional reading program on influ -
encing the reading roadiness of high risk first-grade children.
Due to the high attrition rate, in both the'Experimental and
Cantrol Groups, it was deemed appropriate to analyze the data
furthar. 1t was determined that the sample romalining was not
representative of the original sample. Thereforg fho second
hypothesis could not be tested.

1A terms of the first hyvpothesis, it became clear that addi -
tlonal information on the individual student’s learning style
was neetled. This Information could be utilized to modify the
treatment materials or the method of achlevement testing. The
need for a larger, nontransient sample was also clear. The
influence, on reading achievement, of A supplementary proas
gram, still remains gquestionable and should be Investigated
further. ’ . T

L.

Notrgpjolltan Achloyement Test (1071) was administeved six «°

VOCADUERARY LOAD AND CON I'ROL, OF FIRST GRADE
BASAL RFADERS PUBLISHED IN THE LATYE 1970's
) Order No 7924482

"HEl'l"I., Carolyn Aun, Ph,D  The University of fowa, 1979
STpp. Supervisdr. Professor Jack Bagford

Introduction

The problem undertaken in this study was to determine if
the back-tu-the -basics movement has effected a change on the
level of vocabulary load and control in the first grade basal
reading matevial  The vocabulary load and control which does
exist In the first grade reading materials of four basal sevies
publighed during she fatter part of the 1970's was the focus of
this study. o

A careful search of the literature revealed that histovically
certain trends can be noted tn the levol of vocabulary load and
control found in basal readers. The back-to-the-basics move-~
ment gained momentum in the mid-1970"s as the public began
demanding more accountability in education for the teaching of
basic skitls. During the period tmmediately preceding the back-
to-the-basics movement there was a trend towards richer vo-
cabularies with less control. The vocabulary elements which
were examined in order to determane the effect of the move -
ment upon the level of vocabulary load and control found in the
first grade basal readers were as follows:

1) Vocabulary load. The tota} number of words presented

at each level.
~
2) Vocabulary contrgl. The avevyge number of repetitions
of new words and known words at each level.
3) Qverlap. The common words which appeared in three or
four of the basal reading series and the number of words
which appeared only in one series,

Procedure

A co!n\putorlzod and manual analysis of the vocabulary in the’

first grade level materials of four basal series was conducted.
For the computerized analysis the textual matertals of.two of
the four series was typed into an ATS terminal at the University
of lowa. ‘The text then had to be converted into records com-
patible with the Controlled Data Corporation CYBER 70 located
at the University of Virginia. A programming system was de-
veloped in Virginia to process the data ang produce an output
whigh provided an alphabetical word lst for each story and a*
composite . alphabetical word Hst for all #f the’ﬁlrst grade basal
resders.

The manual analysis atilized the publishers’ alphabetized
word lists in tall‘ylng‘the frequency for each word at the various

Q
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reading ?)vols_ Every page of textunl matérinls which the stu-
dents aré oxpected to rend independently was hnalyzed.

Rules had to be established for deciding the unique words
before the compiled word lists could be anialyzed to dotermine
the lovel of vocabulary load and control '

flesults

On the Livsis of analysfy of the data coltected. the followlng

results are presonted:

1} The vocabulary load showad an fnereasd which meant
publishers ave Including more words at eagh roadihg
level. - 7

2) The yocabplary control, as reflected in thy level of repe-
tittons of words at each level, has shown'a decrease in
comparison to the average repetitions of words tn basal
materials published during preceding time periods.

This study does not present any conclusive ‘evidence to indi-
cate thal the back-to-the-basic movement has had an effect on
the vocabulary lond or eontrol present in basal renders in com-
parison to reading materials published before 1975

- . §

Recommendations

The level of vocabulary foad and contrel in a basal reading -
series at the beginning reading levels is a relevant factor which
must be taken Into consideration when (‘ohtﬂnplntlng the pur-
chase of a reading serfes for a particular school district. Pub-
lishers should be more cognlzant of the levels of vocabulary

load and control which does exist in thetr materials and aupply/

this nformation to prospective customers and present users
of their basal reading scries. /
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF JTHREE APPROQY, XCHES TO

TEACHING ORAIL. READING TO FiFTH GRA'],), STUDENTS
) er No. 7924493

KROEGER, Laura Jean, Ph.D. The Uulvelﬁsity of lowa, 19179,
285pp. Supervisor: Professor Jack B). ord

This study was an Investigation g€ three approaches to teach-
ing oral re:\ding-, It sought to detg¥mine the characteristics
which weve consequential for a giality oval reading presenta-
tion and then, to defermine the Best teaching approach for evok-
ing oral readers to incorporagh those significant characteristics
into their oral reading endeyhors. .

An tnstrument for meaghring a qu:\'l!ty oral reading pre‘éen-
tation had to be designed ahd tested for reliability. Thirough
the use of six evaluatory/judging the videotaped presentation
of twelve sample otal xéaders, the reliability was concluded to
be adequately consistent forthe purposes of this fnvestigation.

To determine the quality of their oral reading before any
treatment was applied, a pretest was given to sixty-four fifth
grade students. At the conclusion of the investigation, the pre-
test score was used in conjunction with the posttest score to
determine the improvement made by the oral readers in each
group.

The three approaches under investigation were direct teach-
ing, interested lsteners, and muodeling; but the addition of a
control group extended the number of research roups to four.
These research groups were formed and equated by controlling
one factor at a time. .

The first factor to be contvolled was Intelligence. The stu-
dents were listed from high to low according to their L.orge-
Thorndike Intelligence Tests. Fach of the first fouf‘eftudents
was placed in counting order in a group and then the order was
reversed; for example, the fifth student was placed in group
four; the sixth, in group three: the seventh, in group two; and
the etghth, In group one. Some manipulation of students from
group to group produced four groups that were equated accoré-
ing to intelligence. The other tactors were controlled simtlarly
with great care being’taken not to lose the control of factors
that had already been established.
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The squated groups were next assigned to toaching ap-
proaches. The lista of students were tuvrned face down and
shuffled. #t was predetermined that the first gtoup selected
would be the dirvet teaching group, the second would be the -
tcroato(\llnlunvrx Kroup, the third would be the modeting gr()up,‘
and the fourth would be thescontrol gioup . .

After the teaching wan pomipleted, a postiegt was glven. The
"l‘l(“ﬁ'ﬂl were that all grmz)’; tiproved stgnificantly in thelr .
oral reading abthity | but thete were I.mruw_m“v;m( difforences
that would indicate ode approach was superior to the others
'(;h.&iﬁiay tdieatgd that otal reading ¢an be tmproaved by any
) none wias better than

Y
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RHE EFFECTS OF PERCFPTUAL AND PIASETIAN COG.
NITIVE TRAINING ON THEF RFADING ACIHHEVEMENT
OF FIRST GRADE PUPILS . Oxder No, 7923971
CANE, James Clark, B D Univepsity of the Pacifics 1979, -
T8pp. ) -~

Pur}xmv This stady was designed to investigdte the effect
of pxrl'.li\g cognitive teaimuyg, developed from )’l.lgut's-t?uw)l‘y,
with perveptual trainmg on readtng achiovement. Also inves-
tigated was the effect of cognitive and perceeplual trabning by
themselves, as well as that of o comrul Broup on reading (
achlevement. A sccond purpose of this study was to tuvestl -
gate whether or not pereeptual errors would be reduded by
pairing perceptual and cognttive training as opposed to per -
ceptual, cognitive or contyol training alone,

Procedures: Four first prades, with their 87 puplls, were
used to -l-‘(‘pl'-(‘:i(‘lll the four condltimm‘)f training. These first
grades were part-of a three school el mentary districtawith
1800 puptls. Euach first grade was assigned one of four tralning
programs: (1) Combined cognitive and perceptual training,

"(2) Cognitive, (3) Pereeptual, (4) Control. The cognitive train-

"Cl--ltlv‘e training program, combined with visual perception _ 1

Ing consisted of a progr.am developed from Plaget’s theory of
cognition. The-pereeptual training was a progressive paper -
pencil pri_)gr.m'l, starting A the beginning with geometrice draw-
ings and {inishing at the end of the training with words as basie
stimull. “Bhe four programs were started at the heginning of
the school year, and ended in Mayv. Training for the three ex-
perimental conditions took place on a dally dasts.

Pretesting and posttesting waa done nine months apart, with
the Wide Range Achicvement Test and the SHngerland Test of
Learning Disability Each hypothesis was restated tn the null
form, Statistical analysis included homogeneity of regresston,
analysis of covariance and planned contract comparison among
treatment means. Theve was also a post hoe analysis done to
see i gender was a factor in determining differences among the
group means. . .

Findings: (1) There was found to be a statistically signifi-
cant difference between the combined treatiment group and the
other three groups un the dependent variables of reading
achievement grade placements awt perceptual error scores.
Inspection of the adjusted posttest moans suggosted that the

[N

combined tryining was the wost successful of the treatments,
(2) There was a significant Interaction indicated between treat-
ment effect of cognitive training and gender on the dependent
varlable of reading achievements with females scoring higher
than males. ' )

Conclustons: The comblning of a cognitive and visual per-
cepm”ﬁ'—:ﬂ"ﬁ‘hiiz program produced a tfalnlng effect that sig-
riftcantly and positively affected the reading vocahulary scores
and perceptual ervor rate of first grade children, The cog-
nitive treatment was fougd to have had a positlve effect on read-
Ing scores, although not @ the level of the combined program.
Gender difference was found to have had a treatment present in  *
that girls achieved better reading scores than boys as a result
of cognitive training. Gender had no effect for the other three
groupa. It would be suggested that girls need not bé in the more
time -consuming combined training program, but would benefit
a8 much (rom the cognitive program. ’

Recommendation: The gains made by the children in the
combined training program would suggest that a Plaget-based

N
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training should be Inetuded An the first grade curriculum as a ..
meana of acquiring higher tovels of reading and visual aktllas,
This study should be replicated with teachor variability con-
trolied by having one teachor train the different groups of first
grade puplls in the three treatinents I would also be of - -

terest to extend the study te wmitnor ity students and lower socio -

sconomic groups. \ )
-

THE EFFECTS OF INSTRUCTION IN CLOZE TECHNIQUE

ON HEADING V\Q(‘Al!lll./\‘l{\' AND COMPRENENSION o
. : ' Order No. 7923173

= :
LEMKE, Raren Mavks, 1id.D. University of Matne, 1079,
92pp. Adviser: Dr. Robert 1. Lowell

Thia study followed n pretest/posttest dedign which sought
to determine if two expervimental cloze treatiments would sig-
nificantly effect the cloze, vocabulary, cofmprehenston, and
total test scores of subjects of three different levels of read>
Ing ability, Two dependent vartables were used as measaring -
Jnstraments, the _(‘mu_!l_{r(_)_l_‘njxﬁn l{(_\_.l_ﬂlgs__’!(ﬂﬂ (Form W) and a '
cloze tost. !

The subjects were 115 sixth grade stadents from the Vil-
lage Elementary School in Gorhium, Maine. The pupils were
assigned to a high, average, or low reading 'g‘ruup_lmsod uppn
their total test scoves on the California Reading Test (Form W),
Students within each ability group were randomly assigned to
one of three expevimental treatments, cloze without instruc-
tion, cloze with Instruction, and the control group, which re-
cdived the regular basal reading program. Passages from
basal readers and content avea matorials were used as treat-
ment exercises and each aclection was graded in difficulty by
the Loorge readability formula, A cloze pretest determined
each pupil’s beginning level and passage into the higher level
wasg set at three performances of 50 pgrcent. The cloze treat<
ments 'were based upon thrveo deletion patterns: noun-verb,
adjective-adverd, and every tenth word, Puplils received cloze
exercises three times a week for a total of elght weeks, Ex-
perimental 1+pupils were shown their corrected exercises and
were provided answer keys so that they ecould compare an-

“swers. Experimental 2 pupils were tnstructed for 15 niinutes
following each treatment session in the use of context and sen-
tence structure clues.

Two null hypotheses were tested by analyses of covariance,
and an F value of .05 or beyond was necessary in order to re-

ject either one. "Conclusions were as follows:

1.. There were no significant differences nmoné the means
of the three treatment group(wqth respect to the four criterion
variables. :

2.. There were significant differences among the means of
the ablility groups with respect to the cloze and vocabulary
variables. No significant mean differences existed with re-
gards to comprehension and total test scores.

; ' Ve
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AUDITORY DISCRIMINATION, Bl.lle)lNG, AND PHONEME
SEGMENTATION ABILITY: EX PLORING BASIC SKILLS IN
READING ACQUISITION ‘Order No. 7923880

LEXIER, Kenneth Alan, Ed.D. .Boston University School ¢f Edu-
cation, 1979. |18pp. Major Professor: Dr. Thomas G. Devine

This study was designed to investigate one aspect of reading
readiness—-auditory prerequisites. Two auditory prerequibites
{auditory discrimination and blending ability) which have been,
traditionally, the staples of many prereading and readiness pro-
grams and tests were considered. Phoneme segmentation abil-
ity, recently afforded high status in the literature, was the third
auditory prerequisite considered. While it is the auditory pre-
requisites which are considered by some authorities to be the
greater roadblock for children, particularly low SES students,

~ _the results of past studies are misleading and conflicting. Spe-

“ecifically this study was implemented to answer the {qQlléwing:
%

[y



©

. L]

l\ ’

{1) To what extent ave auditon y-prereeptaal and phonblogical
awarenesd abilities diatinet behaveiors ® (2 Lo what eNtent do
auditory sperceptuat and phonological ;}\\ Aronens capabtlities ’
Undividually ang colleetivoly) account for the vartation in first
grade reading achivvement? (3 o what extent do aaditory-
percoptul and phonological awareness capabilities (tndividuably
and collectively) e count {for the anfque variation o first grade
reading achicvemgnt when they interaét with visaal-percoptunl,
labeling, and (I_.~|n?§grnphlc viartables? (4) To what extent s
segmentation ability baste to the retationship nnugll_\)h‘"d"lﬂ_
ability has wiNh firut prade reading ;u'h\\(' vement?

The sabjects were At low sEs fhat g ade stadents fr(‘)m an
Inner-city school tn a small Massachusetts city. Fach student
wis individaatly admfmstered atl of the anditory measares
.(audnory sot), measares of viaual pe l"l'l‘|)“ull {visaal 3(‘()., and
’ J‘l'nmlsurel of tetter -name and tettey -sound knowledge (labeling

sot) Flght iponths latgr-cach sabject widy administered the
reading subtest of the Comprehnsive Tests of DNantd Skilla-
Level B Duiing this petiod between intttal and final testing,
all of the students — o1 e engaped inoa highly celectie, imHvIdul\l'-

N

“lzed program.
? The major sescarch findings were:
1. Auditory discrimination ability wees a cleavly distinet
. hehavior white blending .|llullt‘v and phoneme gegmentation abil-
ity had 38% common vartance.

2. Blending ability (0 52) followed by sepmentgtion abllty
(0.440) were sigmbOcant sero-order predictdrs of K'd—recog-
nition achicvement  Auditord discrimtnation ability (0.11) was
not related to word -recognition achievement. The velationship
between phoneme sepmentation and word recognition was sub-
stantially tess than reported in other studies. As a set, the
auditory behaviars accoanted for a significant proportion (310

« of the variance tn word-recognition ability,

3. The aaditory set did not account far a significantly \Inquae
(29 propoition of the variance in word recopnition ability, As
a result, none of the auditary behaviors can be said to have ac-
counted for a significantly anique proportion of the variance In
word-i1ecognition amtity. The Labeling set accounted for more
unlque variance 19 than gny other set under study.

4; The correlation betweeh blending ability and word recog-
nition’ with phoneme segentation ability partialled oat was
still signlficant (0.36) although reduced: Among the auditory
variables alone only blending ability accounted for a signifi-
cantly uiique propoxtion {118 of the varlance in word recog+
nition ability. While the theorized link between the inability
to make expltcit the phonemic structare of speech and the in-
ability to synthesize letter-sounds was not substantiated com-
pletely, many students who fatled the blending test failed a dis-
proportional number of items on the phoneme segmentation
teat. This relativnship neéds further exploration.

In conciusion, for this population, the auditary set did not
significantly enhance the {mwer of the predictor variables to
predict word recognitiéd achluvonn:nt. what varlance was
caused by the audltory set appears to be mast attributable to
the variance n blending abillty. !

e «
.
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AN INSTRUCTIONAL SFQUFNCE FOR TFACHING RFADING
DERIVED FROM VHE GENFRATIVE MODMIL. OF LEARNING
Order Na., 7928042
. .
RINDEN, Michele Ann, Ed.D. University of California, Los
Angeles, 1979 167pp. Chairman: Professor M. C. Wittrock

In the generative miodel of learning, reading with comprehen-
ston vceurs when the reader actively constructs, or genecates
meaning from the text. Thls construction of meaning occurs
through Idlosyncratic asgdciations forimed between prior ex-
periences, stored in lang-term memory, and the stimulus In-
formation, or texte Comprehension may be enhanced by instrue-
tion which enables the reader ta utilize his generative cognitive
processes to associate the text with his preylous remembered
experiences. Verbal and ‘or lmaginal elabarations performed
oh or from the text :\pp;)o.p" to emphasize appropriate past ex- -
periences and to enhahice comprebensian. A four-week long
instructional sequence derlved fram the generative model,

o '
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which proceeded fiom Imaginal elaborations to verbal elabora -

tions wnw pdesented to a sivniple of 58 tan year old children for
the purpose of gathering evidence tegarding the ponatbility of
daveloping instvactional principles and stiategies for the teach-
< ng of readfng. The data sapported (p - 01) the hypothosis that
‘with tiime hetd constant, childien instructed to elaborate text
show grpater vmnpqn-lmu:nuu of that text than do children not

inatructed to elaborate text. To dotet mine Af fustractions o :
elaborate reault inan enhancod level of comprehensd _reglr(l- !

less of the gequaence of the elaborationy, an alternatlve® saquence
was daveloped which proceeded from verbal activities to Imag-

Inal activitioes The meany of the reading comprehension post-

test scores tndicated that the groap receiving the lmaginal to
verbal sequence prodaced the most text-related elabarations

and Indivated a progreassive tmprovement in comprehension,

No correlation cauld be determined between the degrea of text-
relifeduess of elaborations and reading compreheasion because

of a latk of varfance In the relatedness variable. All but two

of the 373 elaborations produced by the aubjects over the three
readng sesstons and over the four treatments -were judged

text-related. This finding confirmed the ansamption that in-

structions to elaborate, ay compared with no instructions to
elaborate, resalt in tha prodaction of text-1elated claborations.
Instractions to elabarate the text fncrcasned the number of elab-
arations which increased the retention of factual information

and the comprehengton of the story. The dath &ere interpreted

to support the predictions devlved from Wittrock’s model of . -
generative learnlng ag it applies to the teaching of reading ln

an elementary school setting.

)

AN INVESTIGATION QOF READING STRATIGY LESSONS
EMPLOQYING MISCUE ANALYSIS IN PSYCHOLINGUISTIC
APPROACHES ‘10 SECONIY GRADE READING INSTRUC- '
TION Order No 7926565

-t ‘
LOVE, Fannye Epps, Ph.D). Kansas State Uni-vmslty, 1979,
145pp.

The Problem .

The essence of thig study was to determine the effoe tive-
ness of using veading strategy lessops and to detevmine if
“these lessons will strengthen those reading slrategies neces-
sary to increase the reading proficiency of second griders,

b
The Subjects

From a midwest elementary school (located on a milltary !
base), twenty-four second graders were selected to participate
. in this study--nlm‘lvvn’glrls and flve boys.
y* The mature of schools on milita ry bases suggests that there
18 a degree of high mobility. Because of the high mobility of . v

- the military base, of the twenty-four sm;bjccts participating

 In this study, one subject in the expertmental group and five

subjects in the cantrol group moved away. So a total of only

'P eighteen suhjm"ts were ineluded fn the entlre study.

N

i
Proceduve

and contvol'groups, with twelve subjects in each group. Both
“groups were adminlstered the oral reading selections taken
from the Reading Miscue Inventory (RM1) = The results and

The subjeets were randomly assigned to an expe rimental

aualysis were done according to The Simplified Miscue Analy-

. - '

sis for Classroom and Clinie (SMA), designed by Juties Cun- ¢

ningham (TO?(WfbugiBg the fivst and secand sessions, each
subject rvead one unfamtliar selection. After six weeks of.
‘Reading Strategy Lessons for the experimental group (treat-
"'ment period), a posttest was adininistered to both groups.
The selections used for this session were taken from Allyn
and Baq.qprI_l_q:ﬁg\‘_l.__qu:l(_ig_r_;‘., (Sheldon Reading S(-ric's,kl!)ﬂ))f—
. postireading task was given to each subject in each ses-
sion following the oral reading. The task was to retell the
story in his/her own words,

.
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The offcetivencas of the tewling stiategy lessons program )
Y umed with the treatment group was detenmined by comparing

The specific goal of the projoct was'to provide elassroom
teachers with supplementary materials thaj were organized in
a hterarchical onder stmilar to the sequential skills ordering
ul_luumi sertes and designed to complemont as well as Aupble—

pre- and post SALY petcentages of the expetimenta) and con-
trol groaps according to the Moaan Whithes U technlque

. N ment any kkill based program betng used for imstracbional pyr-
Gonc lustone, o ) - o posan, k
The ;nllu“lng conelastons werk 1eached hased on findings Skills to be taught woro tdentified from several soutcey,
: R such as scope and koguence charts of neveral widely used hasal

of this study: .
L That the leaning of véading skdlls employing the psycho
Ungulstle approach, though based onan overwhelining Posearch

reading sevies, word recognition and comprehension skills list -
“ings, curriculum guldes, anderiterton-referonced reading tosts,

trend, made minbnal ditfecence when expet tmehita! and control
groups were compaed 2

2 JThat the learntng of reading skills, eploying the psy
cholingut-tie ‘\ppy».u‘h ts practical, with sccond grade leavn-
ers--and may be morg appropiate for some learners eon-
sidea ing thelr language acqutsition pagterns

I That.tbe_cipployinent af the paycholigulstie approach
with reading lesyongat the second grade Tevel, while showing
no signtficant scor @ gain, actually shewed some gain ¢
- -

Recommendations

Based on the finding s of this stady | it s recommended:

o That the peycholingustie approach cuploy g reading
stiategy lessons be conploved with leaaners whoe ae not ran-
domly '";"ll:”"‘! but whovate tdentiufied as slow 1eader s

2. That the psyveholingadstie approach be cmployed l.|‘| dom-
binationy of Lmpuage Hevelopment programs and reading pro-
grams, . Cr -

n [

AUDITORY PERCEPTUAL PROCFSSES AND THEIR RELA-
TIONSHIP TO WORD RECOGNITION Order No. 7919978

McCOSKER, Andrew Bartholomew, Ed.D. Lehigh University,
1979, la8pp. :

The relationship between auditory perception and word rec-
ognition {n reading, has been a matter of debate for many years
by regearchers in the fleld of reading. ‘This study attempted to
resolve sume aspocts of the debate,

Following Wepman's assertion (1973) that auditory percep-
tion was not unitarvy, but composed of at least three identifiable
subskills: discrinunation, memory and sequence, the subjects
of the study were tested in two of three of these subskills,.In-

Information needed by clasaronm teachers who would be
using the nieterials was congldoroed 'v;u-v!ully% en choosing o
format, Each lesson plan ineluded the foltowing intormation
akill, .roadll\g level, purpose, materials needed, time, teaching
procedures, and follow-up altivitida, -

L.eswon plans wore written for four skill areas: vocabm-
lary, word rm'ugnlt\nn,-('mh)r(-hunalnn, and study skills, They
were wrilten at four lovels of reading difficulty  readiness,
praprimoer, primer, and first reader, Sample newspaper {tems
were included with cach lesson, A rating scale was doveloped
fur evaluators to use as they read and evaluated etght {dentified
legson plan components on Q five pomnt rating seale, A tryout
evaluntlon sheet was also developed for classroem teachers to
use a.l(cr teaching assigned lessons, Classroom teachers, local,
ﬁclmoT“iQadlng speclalists, systemwide reading consultants, and
untversity professors were asked to evaluate the materials,

All evaluatnes were glven approximately three weeks to read
afld evaluate the materials, Classroom teachors were also ag--
signed certain:lessons to try out with pupils, Raghd on the in-
formation g;ll}n‘d—l rom the rating sheets and tryodt (‘v:ll\m}!on
sheets, the miiterials were revised, SN

Forty -four professional educators participated in evaluating
the newspaper lesson plans, Ratings were wade on a five puint
scale with a range from poor to excellent, JThe data were ana-
lyzed to obtaln mean scores for each of eight identified compo-
noents of the lesson plan and an overall mean score {or the total
lesson plan, These data indicated that the evaluato rs generally

"3 considered the lesson plans to range from pood to excellenmt with

the mean scotes ranging from 3,99 tu 4,67, ‘The ratings on the
trydut evaluation sheet also indicated that the ity enst and plr-
tictpation of puptls ranged from pood to exeetlent,

The revision of matenals was based on r information
collected during the evalnation process, mterviews with classg
room teachers using the materfals, informal discussion with
puplls, and ovbservations of the writer, The final revised mate-
rials are included in the document,

dividually and in combinatioh. The tests used to gather the data
were the Wepman Auditory Discrimination Test (1973), the
Wepman-Morency Auditury Memory Span ‘Test, and an amthpn
constructed word Lst developed from the books of the sdries
with which the subjects were belng Instructed,

The population of the study was 135 boys and girls In first
grade in the Cherry Hjll (New Jersay) School District, a high )
soclo-ecopomiic suburban community, * MILAM, Adam Clayton, Ph.D. The Pemnnsylvania State Univer-

The statistical analyses, analysis of vartance and multiple sity, 1979. 161pp. Adviser: Paul Weener
correlations, revealed no significant difference in reading suc- .
cesa for auditory discrimination. No analysis of auditory mem-
ory could be accomplished since the population scored average
or above, However when these were combined, a signifigant
correlation with success tn word recognition was dlsc.uvered.

THE EFFECTS OF ’l‘RArlN[NG WITH THE CLOZE PROCE-
DURE UPON SEVERAL FACTORS RELATING TO READING
COMPREHFENSION Order No. 7922318

The purpose of the present study was to determine whether
training with the Cloze Procedure would be an effective means
of improving readhig‘comprehﬂslun amopg a group of students
in the third grade, all réading below grade level. It was antici-

Ve ' . ‘pated that such training would.have a significant influence upon
the reader’s attention to contextual cues, and-this would be re-
N . - flected in a number of ways. )
DEVELOPMENT OF A SUPPLEMENTARY NEWSPADPER - _ Ou the one hand, it was predicted that this Increased atten-
‘BASED PRIMARY READING PROGRAM  Order No. 7915494 , tion to contextual cues as A result of Cloze training would have
) : ) v : s a significant influence upon reading comprehension, as mea- -
‘* MARSEE, Juy Mvh}ey, Ed.D. University of-Georgla, 1979, Bured by subjects’ scores on a standardized test of reading
I33pp. Supervisor ,Dr Ira E, Aaron N ° comprehension. Secondly, it was predicted that traiping with
: ST . : the Cloze Procedyre would encourage the reader to attend to
’ larger units of contextual information, This effgct would be re-
{lected by a significant .increase'in the size of the eye-voide
span of students receiving such training, ’ :
" The requirement that subjects who received Cloze training
also provide a number of different words to cqﬂ"\jplete each Cloze

deletion was expected to in¢rease the read€r'y aw?eness of the

~

The purpose of this stidy was to develop, evaluate, and ré-
vise a set of supplementary regding materials using the news >
paper tb teach, veview, or reinforce beginning readiig skiMs,
The newspaper was chosen as the teachihg medium. because it
is easily accessible, inexpensive, interesting to pypils of all
ages, and can be used to teach a multiplicity of reading skills. -
The materials were designed to correlate with the skills taught
in basal reagling sertes, °

variety of contextual situations in which wor an be used.
This effect was expected to cause the reade hift towards a

. Q ' ’ .
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greater number of puradigmatic rexponses on . word associa-
tion (nlk Finally, the predicted increase in (he’usn‘ol contex-
tuai cued i)y readers as a result of teatmng with the Cloze Pro- .
cedure jwas also expocted to significantly tmprove thelr
performance on a Cloze task -

One cxpnrunvn(nl'gruup ad two control groups were used in
m'u stydy. Ppior to the atart of Cloze tramning, all subjects

' were admimstored protests designed bo mensure thelr perfor<

mance on a Cloze task, n word aAssocin®on task, un oye-voice
Span task and a Standardized teat b reading comprehension,
Following the completion of traimng for subtAecta in the Cloze
K xperimental Group, all subjects whre thep pdministered post-
feats rehating to ench of the above va rin_pl(z.'?" A costiparison of
the pretest versus posttest resulfs between groups indicated
thgt no significant differences extsted between subjegts on either
of these four vanables ® . . R
In accounting lqr these resulls, a number of reasons were
discussed. It w: suggested, for example, that the use of oral
Cloze training In the presont study may not huve been the best .
menns of facilitating the reador’s attention to cnnh.‘ﬂuql cues
and, correspondingly, reading comprehenston. The apsence of
related instruction on the use ol contextual cues to supplement
the practice of [ilhng in Cloze deletiony, may have accounted
for the results on the sye-voice span task 1t was also sug-
geated that a lack pf a1 sigmihicant change from syntagmatic to

" paradigmptic responses by subjects in the Cloza Experimental

Group on the word assoctation task may Indicate that the rate

in which this change occurs s primacily an environmental func-
tion. On the other hand, the ahsence of significant results by
the experimental group on the Cloze tasks may tmply that there
are certain prerequisite skills needed by the reayder be(ore\
Cloze training can be effective,

*

\

EFFECTS OF TRAINING WITH SPECIFIC TYPES OF COM-
PREHENSION QUFSTIONS ON READING COMPREHENSION
ABILITIES OF INTERMEDIATE GRADE STUDENTS

Order No. 7922324

ORLANDQ, Lynn Smith, D.Ed. The #ennaylvania State Unlver-

sity, 1979, 133pp. Adviser: Emery P, Blicsmer .4
) L]
Purpose §

The purpose was to determine the effects of training with
specllic types of cumprehension questions on the reading abili-
ties of fourth and fifth grade students. )

> e

Procedures .

Approximately 100 fourth and fifth grade students in one
elententary schoo! were divided into Good and Poor readers on

& the basis of scuring among the upper and lower 40 percent,

. compreéhension question training:

respectively, of their classes on the Gates-MacGlinitie Reading
Tests. The California Achievement Test was also adminidtered
as a pretest. . .

Students within each class were assigited alternately to one
+of three types of treatment: Inference, Main Idea, or Literal
They were then given seven
succeasive daily training sessions in each of which each-stu-
dent react the same given selection (of a fourth grade difficulty
level) silently and then completed a four -item multiple -cholce
test over the selection, with the four questions for a given stu-
dent all being one of the three types corresponding to hls ag-
signed treatment. ' .

To determine differences among Good and Poor readers and
relative effects of types of comprehension question training,
Criterion Story Tests were administered on three consecutive
days. Each test consisted of a selection similar to the training
sesston selections, followed by flve of each of the three types
of comprehension questions. Al students answered all (ifteeh
questions. Gates-MacGinitie and California Achievement Tests

‘were admnlstered as posttests algo.

E
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- visual or auditory learners and grouped acgordingly using the

Analysls ‘ . \

There were no significant differonces in the Gates -Mac-
Ginitie pretest -posttest scores. The California Achtevement’
Test did show significant ditferences with the level of reafler
(Good and Poor) and witlf ditfenent typels of training (Inference,
Main Idea, and Literal). XChid test paralleled the three types of
training, and tacluded ttenfs on Inferenct, Main tdea, and Literal
_questions.. . )

Thrgughopt the tralning hase and the Criterion Story Tests
phase ” the Good readers did Slgnilicantly better than the Poor
readers. JSubjects shawed the same effeets Iy relationship to
Lro\lhnofﬁ, with Good and Pgor Readers performing the same
way with all three types of tralping. . . -

4
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THE EFFECTS OF LEARNING MODALITY GROUPING AND
INSTRUCTION ON TOTAL READING ACHIEVEMENT AND
WORD RECOGNITION FOR FIRST GRADE STUDENTS

- : ) - Order No, 7920055

dDUZTS, Danny ‘Tervell, Ph,D. University of South Carolina,
1979, 8Spp. - ' —~

Ninety-six first gradé students in two public schools were
studied tv determing whether clagsroom ‘grouping based on per-
ceptual strengths and providing Instruction to capitalize on spe-
cific strengths fostered incréased reading achievement when
compared to traditional grouping #id a basal reader instruc-
tional approach.

ﬁendlng achlevement was determined by the subtesty of
Total Reading Achievement-and Word Rocognition 1 as mea-
sured by the Comprehensive Tests*of Basic Skilfs (CTBS).

Two groups of first grade students who had been Identified as

»

Preschool Language Scate (PLS) were studied. Two groups of
first grade students who were not instructed or grouped accord-
ing to modality preferences served as the control group,

The subjects of the study' were selected usthg the Preschool
Language Scale (PLS). Subtests Il and.V of the PLS were
used to classify students according to modaltty preferences
using a weighted point system for classilication as to auditory
or visual learners, The experimental group consisted of twenty -
three subjects identified as auditory learners and twenty -two
subjects identified as visual learners. The control group cop-
sisted of twenty-eight subjects identified as auditory learners
and twenty -three subjects identified as visual learners,

ALl subjects were administered the Lee-Clark Reading
Readiness Test (LCRRT) to determine if there were any ini-
tial differences 'between the experimental and control groups,
The scores {ogthe LCRRT ware used as the covariate to con-
trol statistically for any initial differences in the éroup com-
parisons on the dependent variable and to irrorease the preci-
slon of the comparisons, Using a t-test, it was found that the
mean raw score was greater fur the auditory control group,thasn
for the auditory experfmental group, idthough it was not signifi-_
cant, Thé mean raw score for the visual experimental group
was significantly greater than that of the visual control group.

Two teachers were designated as.the experimental teachers
and two teachers were designated as the control teachers, All
classes received one hundred minutes of reading instruction
per day. Treatment continued for nine months, The subjects
were then administered the CTBS to determine whether group-
ing and instruction fostered increased reading performance, - .

Using analysis of covariance, it was fouhd that significant
differences at the .01 level in total reading achievement and
word recognition, when adjusted for reading readiness, favored
the subjects that had recelved treatment which consisted of
grouping and Instructional procedures based on the :mdl\(ory
modality.” Results also*Indicated that subjects who had.been
identified as auditory learners and instructed on this basis per-
formed significantly higher in total xeading achievement when
compared to subjects identified as visual learners who were
grouped and instructed by the'visual method, Therefore, the
identiffcation, grouping, and instruction of subjects who exhib-
ited an auditory preference appeared to enhance reading per-
formance. The results of the study additionallyindicated that *.
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grouping and nstructing students tdentified as visual loarners "l‘hls study was designed t6 desertbe and explorve classroom
~ did not signilicantly enhanco veading partormance,  Additional teachors’ perspectives of students experiencing m.“.h difficaltids -
findings also indicatod that no difforonces woere found with stu- In reading. ] \
dents who had booen identifted as auditory or visual lu-.urno\rn bt < How do classroom teachers interpret their roles, make de- \
wore not grouped o instructad on this basls, . cistons, and net upon these decistons?  This study was rutded \
In view of the results found tn this study, at woultd .l’[’"“" h\v the following explovatony questions (1) What elements con- L
banglictal to group and nstuct students who have been tdentt- stitute these classroom teachers! peispectives of students ex- \ \\ ‘
) ﬂ* as auditory laarnora, However, based on the critoria and periensing difficulties in reading?  (2) What arve the :l.‘iulll‘llptl()l\ﬂ“ }
procedures usod In this study, there’appears to bo no "“l“"”‘“‘ these tplichers make about the students that support their por- '
ship betweep R\'m’nplu\z and mstructing studonts who have been - spegctive? (3) Which vartables influence the teacherd’ perspec-
identified as visual learndvscand reading performance. tives of their rples In dlagnosing and tearhing students expert- -
P ’ ancing difficalties tn reading?  (4) How do these teachers
. -~ ; 4 . aynthesize the skitls of diagnostic teaching into their perapec-
. : ~ ) tiva? ’ ' . .
AN INVE%’I‘!(;::\'I‘I(_); INTO THE EFFECT UF PRESTATED In order to descepibe teachery’ perspectives, in~depth inter-
. PURPOSES ON THE SILENT HEADING CUOMPREHENSION views explored what twenty teschors thought uh‘out varfous ig-
OF GOOD “AND POOR READERS USING AN INFORMAL ) sues concerning the problem reader. Added desceriptive support
" READING INVENTORY . . Order No. 791879% was &lso pgained through observation of participants as ten of
¢ these classroum teachers worked with students expeniencing
’ REED, Shll'.h'y Anne, Ed D i;_,n State University, 1979 T18pp. difficulties in reagding while attending o Gradunte Reading Diag-
nostic Institute. This ethnographie technique enabled the re-
The purpose of this study was to ivestigate the effect of Ngwur(‘h_er to desenibe and explore classvoom téachers’ perspec-
prestated purposes on the sitent reading comprehenslon of good tives of students (‘KTN""“""“\'R difficulties 1n reading. ,
and poor readers using’an informat reading tnventory. This In relation to exploratory question one, {eifthers® perspec-
study was conducted using 38 third graders and 38 fourth grad- - © tves were: (1) knowledge of diagnostic teaching ax it relates
ers (rom i rural schoot in cast central Indiana: These sub- to the students’ needs and abilities: (2) content developed around
jJects were designated as good or poor readers by performance avatlable materials, (3) allocating time to interact with prob-
on the MelrgL)nllt.m r\vhlvvonwpt '!‘(_\:-_;_t_, R(»EM subtest. Each lem readers efficiently, (4) planning the reading peviod for ef-
uubjoct_s—c«_)'r('dw.ﬁl“i.n*t‘('—l_l—l-g-d;ia“‘(]GStiollt uf 85 or above on the fective teaching; and (5) displaying a pevsonalized attitude in
Peabody Plcture Vocabulary Test. Ten good readers and nine relating to the problem reader.
poor readers [rom the third and fodrth grades, respectively, Within the instrnctional approaches and classroom organiza-
were randomly assigned the purpose treatment; and ten good tional patterns, the dominant perspectiye among these profes-
readers and nine poor readers from each grade, respectively, slonals was to concentrate on the class as a group. This per-
were randomly assigned the nonpurpose treatment. Mpectlvv left the principles underlying a diagnostic approach
The pur sose treatment consisted of giving the.oral pre- difficult-for those deachers who search for answers to teach
stated wse labeled “examiners introduetion” tn the Ana- the student experiencing difficulties in readifg.
Iyt Readlng Inventory. The nonparpose treatment c(;{.:aigtod These teachers did not see ‘thv skills of diagnostic teaching
no prestated purpose prior to the silent reading of the pas- as part of their perspective. They did not see their role as
sages. . . . . ( : having the #fbedom to develop a rvndlng program that would
Each subject was administered the Analytical Reading In- . lr‘wure maximuy growth for all st‘udvnls in thetr clagsrooms,
ventory. Procedures for administration recommended tn the. . For these “'“Ch"':"‘ the ‘qk”.""" of dm.nnusn(" t-('n(‘hlng reside in
Analytical Reading Inventory were followed. A sllent reading the hands _“f a trained reading specialist, “N‘&_‘l‘ teachers se-
comprehension score was obtained by adding the total number _ lected and®rerformed 4 role that reflected the instructional
of questions correet between and including the independent and o sttuation they served, which ln:l}" or m:\_‘y not be necessarily ap-
frustration reading levels. propriate for students experiencing difficulties tn reading,
Four null hypotheses were tested using a fully crossed . ) These teachers werd frustrnmd_ by a lack of km)w'lodge and
" 2x2x2 deslgn with all factors fixed. The Bonferroni t-test 95 ) :nbllltyA(o analytically approach t?w problem rv;\df'r_ Iheir di-
percent confldence interval procedure was applied in analyzing agnostic [’P"Sl)of‘l“V(‘ was sporadic and not » t‘Oll(ll}\l(>l}S class-
the allent reading comprehension scores. Na significamnt dif- room acgn'il.y, I'he b(‘ll(‘!§ of these teachers provu'k! evidence
ferences were found on any of the four hypotheses. X for recognizing their perspective as one of placing confidence .
The major conelusion drawn from the results 6_‘ the.analysis ) In school-mandated reading programs to . ccomplish their "
was that prestated purposes do not appear to ald or hinder the goals of hAelping problem readers achleve competence and sat-.
silent reading comprehension of good or poor third and fourth isfaction in reading wih very limited or no diagnostic prescrip-
grade readera. The results of this study would appear to indi- - . tive teaching., By getling inslde these teachers' ,wforld one can
cate that the use of prestated purposes an an informal readln’g begin to lllld(‘l'Slh\lld how they make decisions about students
Inventory are of little consequence to the total stlent reading . experiencing dif{culties in reading.
comprehension score. Therefore, consideration needs to be ] . z
given as to whether or not to use prestated purposes when ad- - ‘
ministering an informal reading tnventory In a diagnostic tast- Lov ) . ‘ ' . i
ing situation, This consideration may be no more than to leave THE EFH‘(I OF DISTRAC I‘ION?‘ ll‘\l. LIVING, LEARNING,
the use of prestated purposes to the discretion of the oxaminer, ' = AND TEST -TAKING ENVIRONMENTS ON READING COM -

PREHENSION PERFORMANCE OF THIRD -GRADE S;I‘UDENTS.
Order No, 7926576

. v

.
[] . T .
. . RIO, Raul Artuvo, Ph.D, Kansas State University, 1979, T4pp.”
<A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF CLASSROOM THEACHERS' PER- : : '
SPECTIVEFS OF STUDENTS l"Xl’l-'quN(‘lNC DIFFIGUI,TIES . © Itis common to hear adults say they cannot work because
IN READING . Order No. 7921188 there are too many distractions around them. At the same time,
’ - . it is not uncommon to hear elementary school age children in-
REISER, Ann Lea, Ph.D. Michigan State Unlvor.'ity, IQ?Q-_;' R dlcate they find it hard or cannot wqrk because it s too qulet,
258pp. . , A while others say they find it hared or cangot work because it is
- ! v too.nolsy. The purpose of this tnvestigation was to explore the,
Children go to schoul to be educpted by teachers. Classroom effects of cﬁstr.u‘tlnns‘l{pnn the tést scores obtalned by elemen-
- teachers do nat always apree on the cyntent fqr learning, but tary school (‘h”d“;;\" he specific problem Investigated was
they know that reading is}‘wrhaps the most fundamental skill . whéther cpwunnt;u; school chilldren who Hvd in an environment
in learning and working. Frery teacher hopes that his /her stu- with low and high levels of distractions differentially perform.
dents wil} ron&, but in t‘ao{\ classroom there are students ex# ) on a test when th,oy are exposed to a learning situation and-a

veriencing difficulties witt®*this 1mportant fundamental skill, , testing situation In which the presence or absenee of distractions
A ¢ Js experimentally manipulated, :
A N
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THls wtudy comployed 42 02 x 2 completely eronsed expert -

vomental desibin by which the sttoaalt for eHeiting the denited be -

havidgt werd fodr reading pass yes amd thelr con respondiog 36
ftemy frony the towa Test of Baste Slls. Thene ttems (ollowed
after the l'j.li“ll}:- p.r-‘rl;',x‘.\_,h.ul been presiented dn a learning
sltuation.
seore, whife the brdepeasdent vartables were: (1) high and tow
levels of dist: .u'thgnﬂ In the hv:\;: covivronment of tho students,
(V3] presefee or absence of distragtions while the atudents

The dependent vartaible stadied was the student s’ test

weare |'(-.u\ln.'_ the gasisages and (3) presence ur abnence of
dh&lr.u‘tlu)pm while the stadeuts were tesponding to the test
ftemsy, i .
. .
Of thel 217 55 whao par b dpated 1o this lmp.t!l-_.llhmr 70 Ss
were foudd tow In dist .wtlhll!ty and 80 Sq0owere (mml‘I high In

distrueypility A three way analysts of varianee of h.|.- test
scored of low o high distraetibitity S by the ptededde or ab
sence of altstraction:, in the L gy and ar the testingexperi -

~

mental tf.-.llnwnt venditions tudteated there were no Aggntficant -’

differendes 1w concludisdsthat given the distractianl that

Codeved tn the experimentad treatuent cond it als, and
ool distactibitite veported by S5, diaty acttond do nof
Dally affect the test sceores of third prade « u}lunts.
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THE EFFECTS OF TUTORING BY SIXTH GRADERS THE
READING PERFORMANCE OF FIRST GRADERS

Order No,

ON
1920594

ROGER
147Tpp.

o, 1979,

, Audith M| Fd. D, University of San Franetsd
haitperson Laurence A, lh:ihup"

Several of the pruhlcms‘ facing the schoals today in their at -
tempts to teach the basics, individualize and lower the student/
adult ratio arce declining envollment (and thus, declining fi-
nances), the escalating costs of hiring aidos and the high per-
centage of working pagpents, all of which limit the mynber of
adults available to volMiteer., -

Tutorial programs at the clementary echool level :q‘)pvar to
have great potential for supplementing and improving instrue-
tion and for preventing achievement gaps from ocecurring in the
first place. Upper elementary students not only are already at
the same school, but they atre there all day, every day, thus in-
suring consistency and continuity. In addition, they cost noth-
ing. Tutoring is one way of improving instruetign without addi -
tional-costs. Wi J

This study attempted to determine
upper-grade clenmehtary students ag tutdra for fIrst grade chil-
dreq in an effort to prevent an achicvemegt gap from occurring,
More specifically, this Was an experimantal>d{escriptive study
‘degigned for the purpose of examining data in ¢
‘mdine If it was possible to train sixth grade studegts Yo tutog
first grade students in phonetie reading skills ovela period ¥t
fifteen individual twenty minute sessiony and significa in-
crease the scores of the learners on a eriterion-referenco
test, !

‘two schools in South San Frinceisco, C:I“f()l“nlil who were ran-
domly selected and then randomly assigned to either the experi-
mental or the control group and sixth graders from the same
two schools who were trained in the use pf the tutoring program,
_ The tutoring,consisted of a highly structpred program called

SCORE (Sliccess Controlled Optimal Reading Fxperience).
Each first grader received fifteen sessions of individual tutor-
ing for twenty minutes dally for a period of three weeks, )

The review of the literature provided support for the under -
lying rationale of the study. The literature was organized
‘under the following headings: (1) historical porspectives; =©
(2) cross-age tutoring; and (3) learning theory' In reading in-
struction and the use of operant technlques in tutoring.

The experimental design of this study involved pretesting
and posttesting of both the exporimental and the control gYoup.

The specific null hypothesis tested stated that there would
be no statistically significant differences between the perfor-
mance of the learners who were tutored and the por-formanée

" ; of the learners who were not tutored in terms of mastery

j speciflc objectives as meusured by the SGORE criterton-ref-
ar?ncod test, oy :
Y -

‘ffort to deter-*

The subjects of this xtudy were sixty-twio first graders from

|

1 offectiviness of using \

-3

2
%

The test of significance was a throe -factor amilysis of vari-
ance, where u thiml factor, lovel of achievement, was Introduced
to control for residual variance and thus increase the precision
of the statistical tests, Level of significance (alpha) was set
at <.05 for the rojocting the null hypothesis,

The most cruclal question in the study was whether or not
the pupt1s®who wore tutored would profit from the tutoring ex-
perience. Results showed that the experimental students had &
significhntly greator moan gain (317 than the contro] students
(11.4). The mpan gains of the experimental students were sta-
tistically significant (- ,001), Therefore the null hypothesis
was rejected, - .

In addition to the test scores and the statistical unalysis of
the scores, two other sources of data were used: (1) an infor-
mal tegachor evaluation and (2) an (mformal parent question -
nafre, .

The data collected and analyzed in this study warrantg the
conclusion that upper-grade elementary students, properly
trained, can effectively tutor primary grade students in read-
ing. In terms of vost and availabihity alone, cross-age tutoring
appears to be one of the most feasible approaches for providing
Individualzed instruction to prh{mry prada children,

¢ ‘ ; :
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THE EFFECTS OF THE INHERENT SFRUCTURE OF THE
45-15 YEAR-ROUND SCHEDULE ON STUDENT ACHIEVE -
MENT IN THE FRANCIS HOWELL, SCHOOL DISTRICT
Orvder No. 7923676,
RUSSELL., Roger Edwin, Ph,D. Saint Louis University, 1979,
115pp. A ,

Problem 2

The 45-15 year-round schedule consisted of fQur groups of
students that alternated thetr attendance during the school year
fyrom July’ through Juge, with three of the four groups in ges-
sion at one time, ‘The schoedule for cach group vr cycle varied
to where some were attending scl‘mul with fewer Inter ruptions
than others, thus perhaps allowing one or more cycles to have
an advantage in terms of student achievement,

The study dealt with reading and mathematics achievement
test scores of students who had been in the same cycle for seven
years, to determine if attendance in one cycle for that length
of time had any cumulative effects on their achievement,

{ o Hypotheses .
Hypotheses L
The four hypotheses of the study were: A

1. There are no significant differences among the mean read-
-
ing achicvement scores for the four cycles, A, B, C, and
D, over a seven-year period. -

2. There are no significant differences among the meap mathe-
matics achigvement scores for the four cycles, A, B, C,
and D, over a seven-year peried,

3. The mean reading achievement of eycles A and B com-
‘* bined Is equal to that of cycles C and D combined, over a
seven-year period,

-

4. The mean mathematics achievement of cycles A and B
combined is equal to that of cycles C and D combined, over
a seven-year period, .

Sl

.y Procedure /

There were 555 eighth grade students who were sy rveyed fo
determine who had been attending school in the same cycle
since gecond grade, the flrst year they would have taken the
Stanford Achievement Test, There were approximately 43%
who had been in the same cycle since the 1972- 1973 school
year, .

e achievement test scores for reading and mathematicg
ll"om second through elghth grade were recorded from the stu-
dents’ permanent records. The Scheff¢ Test for Multiple Com-
parisons was then applied to the mean scores of each subject
area fot each grade level to determine if there were any sig- )Y N
nificant differences among the four cycles, '

. \}
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Conclusions 'y

L
The amalysis of the data showed no significant differoncen
amung the four cycles in reading and nuathematies over the
neven-your period. There were also no significant difforences
n combined cycles A and B were compared to combined
cyclen C and D in reading and malhematics over the sante
period. _ _ . -__J

Recommendations

Parents have oexprossed a concern about wanting their ‘chit-
dren in ofic cycle rather thun another becaune of thelr cycle ~
having too magy interruptions, thus ¢ ausmg a lack of continuity
In the lenrning process, The analvsils of the data, however,
would demoenstrate that attending_school m a particular (y(‘ln )
would hqve no advant Age I terms of student achie\oment as
measured by standardized tests,” The coneern t!wn\my not be
related to the chnld's academte performance but to other fac-
tors, such ax varation schedules, the eyele of neighboring sub-
divisions, or the concept of the 45-15 year -round schedule, *

Further rescarch measurmg the attitudes of the students, ' -
parents and teachers may wdentify in more specific ters the
concern of those ivolved with this type of yoear-round plan,

-

3
r4

"UTILIZATION OF
ING TECHNIQUE

IHE PROCEDURE AS A TEACH

ClOsE

: Order No. 1927578
SAMPSON, Mibhael Roy, Ph D
t979. 87pp Ihrector:

The Universuty of Artzona,
Withiam Valmont

The puvpose of thrs study was to exanune the use of the
cloze procedute Investipated was the
effectiveness of cloze wmaimprosing reading comprehenspon,
strengthemng vocabulanes, and cncoaraging divergent produe
tion. ) >

To thas end,

1. Does the mstructional use of ¢loze resalt i statistie ally
ulgnl(h ant increases m o comprehension scores on the L, ates -
MacGinitie Reading lm. (GMRT) !

2. Does the nnlnu tional yse'of ¢loze result i statishe ally
gignificant imereases 1 vocabuls wy scorves on the GMRE?

3. Dods the instructional use of cloze resnlt o statistieally
mignificant inereiases mocompeehension scores on the Cloze
Comprehension Test ? -

4. Does the instructional use of ¢loze resull in statisthically
stgmbicant mereases i divergent production scores on the
Cloze Divergent Production Text ?

The population for this study conststed of the thied grade
classes of a wetvopohtan school district in Tueson, Arizona.,
The sample consisted of 92 students from three schools, Stu-
dents were randomly assigned to experimental or control groups
within three randomly selected elassrooms.

The study spanned a iftecn week period. Dur ing this time,
the control group students workged i a basal reader and reading
cénters. The experimental group students worked in the safne
badal reader and attended the same centers. However, cloze
exercises from Read On were substituted for diffgrent reading
centers three times per week, The students Cnmpqoh‘d the cloze
exercises individunlly and then met in groups of six to eight and
shared their answers. Discussions focused upon the fact that a
‘variety of answers could be used with most cloze blanks and on
the reasons why a particular vesponse would or would not work,
gccording to the context syrrounding the deletion, ’f

Initial pretest score differences ted to the voefibulary and
comprehension data being analyzed by a two way :gu.l.ygis of
covariance on posttest scores. The, divergent production data,. ?
~were analyzed usmg a t-test for two related fmmplvq
The data analysis yielded these findings, .

1. There was no sSignificant statistical'difference .\t the 0.05
" level between voc .lhulmy scores on the GMRT of studeits who
received cloze treatment and those who did pot,

2. There was a signilicant statistical dlflvu-m e-at_tho 0.05
leye!l between comprehension scores on the G_MRl of students
who received cloze treatment and those who did not, The dif -
'-"-'\cg was in favor of the exper tmental group.

[mc o _ f :

A8 teachmyg technique

answers to the following questions were sought,

v

 J

ject tactor, also with three levels (no picture, nonsense pi¢-

J] _ v

’ ) . .

3. There was a signtlicant statistical diffgrence at the 0.05
level between comprehension scorps on tho‘u‘ Corhprehen
ston Teat gf students who recerved eloze treatient and those
who Hid nu} l‘l/w diffarence was in favor of therexperimental
group :

4. There wan a significant statistical diffgrence at the.0.05
"level Bween pretest scores and posttest scqres on the Cloge
Divergent Production Test of students who recerved the clore
treatment. The divergent production of the students had in -
creased ’ .

The findings of the Atudy supported these conclusions.

1. The cloze procedure is an effective te (‘fmnlm in the aren
of reading comprehension development,

2. The clozg procedure s an effective me U‘)d of tncreasing
the divergent production of students,

3. The cldze procedure 1s as effective as but not superior
« to other techniques in the area of vocabwlary deve lopment.

The cone luqlmm arrived at in this study suggestéd the fol-
‘lowing impheationg.,

1. The cloze procedure encourages divergent production.
The give And-lake atmosphere of group discussion (rees stu-
dents to (’“l( 88 their own th(m;,ht-\ The end result is that di-
vergent production is enhanced,

2. The cloze procedure as utllized in thf’ahuly is not nec-
chmar lly recommended for vocabulary development,

3. The cloze procedure as utilized m this study is recom-

mended (or tnereasing reading comprehension.,

o’ ]

0

IRED-~ASSO-
r No. 7902430

THREEK }
Ord

THE EFFECT OF PICTURES IN
CIATE READING EXPERIMENTS

The Univorslty of Wiscon-
Professor Joel Levin

SMEDLER, Ann-Charlotte, Ph. D).
sin—-Madison, 1978, 158pp. Supervisor:

The study addressed itself to the question how pictures af-
fect the ease with which children learn to read new sight words.,
It was carried out in Sweden, using Swedish-speaking subjécts,
A Beries of three paired-associate experiments was conducted.
The subjects were either pre-readers or in their first year of
formal reading instruction. The words to be learned were
printed on individunl cards, with or without an accompanying
picture, The picture and no picture items were ranflomtzed
within & mixed-list format. Experiments t and 2 uged lists of
high-frequency nouns, whereas Experiment 3 used function
words.

Experiment 1 was designed to clarify findings fyom an ear-
lier stuﬂy The subjects were first graders. Ins rucfional
method, i.e., a phonic versus a whole word approadgh, was a be-
tween-uubjoct varinble, wheteas pictures was a wifhinisubject
variable. The results indicated that pictures had njo effect on
learning. Contrary to the earlier study using Amejican sub-
jects, the Sw@glish first gmdera Jcnrned better whgn a phonlc
method was employed,.

Expertiment 2, using pre- rc.ldem as subjects, we$tlgated
the effect of pic tules when intralist similarity waq varied. Two
liats with ten words each were constructed, onef contalning
words that werg graphemically and auditorily distjnctive from
one another (low similarity), whereas the other ligt contained
words that were high in similarity, - A second between- subject
variable was whether the picture was presented wjth the word
for the [ull exposure time (6 seconds) or covered ltoi 3 sec-
onds. This was dnnc to test whether the picture 14ft uncovered
would tend to capture the full attention of the child at the ex-
ponse of the printed word. Five study-test trials pere pro-
vided. Pictures were clearly detrimental in‘the ldw similarity
tase, but had no or-possibly even a facilitating eff¢ct in the high
simllarity case. Covering the picture had no effedt, refuting a
simple distraction hypothesis,’ i

Experiment 3 attempted to concretize function wordshy pre-
senting them with a picture and/or sentence context prior|to
showing.the printed word. Sentence was a between- subjec} vari-
able with three levels (no sentence, picture-irrlevant sentpnce,
and picture-relevant sentence), while picture was a within{ sub-

ture, and real picture). The subjects were pre-readers, Five
study-test trials were provided, the study tiials lasting fog 6
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seconds  The results indicated thatfunction words were beat AN EXPLORATORY STUDY OF THE BEGINNING READING

- 4
SN learned without pictures, i parttcutar, nonseune preluroywere -

N -
clearly detnimentat  Dresenting the wurd with a sentence’con-
text alac interfered with tearmng  Thus, theve appeared to be

PROCESS OF l"IVl-I';\'l-Z/\H OLD CHILDREN "TTHROUGH OB-
SERVATION, TESTING, AND- PARENT INTERVIEWS
Ovder No 7915206

a nink of merety confuaang the chithd by using additionat cues ‘
The v all conciusion tegarding the ettect of pretures on STINE. Shavon ltoach, Ph D Phe Flolding Institgte, 1979 .
aight worg learmng was that uetures intetlere with fearmng a 186p) ) ’ '
hnted st uf words that are auditorily and graphenucally dvs -y . \ .
tinctive (rom one another  Pretures may be neuttral ov possibly
even facthitating in more diflicult learnimg tasks I learning 18
to be facilitated, ppetures as well a3 other wstpnctional mds
myst be catefutly lh'h‘l}'_}l(‘d and toested: \ -

- Vo

It waa the purpose of this study to expldre and 1o describe
- *® the behaviors of individual young children engaged yn the he-
ginning process pf learmng to read, to oxplove and tp describe -
s parent Yacilitatbn of and attitude toward the beginmng reading
process of their elmld, ard to explove and to desenibe differ-
- T . . ' . ences between those yonng childyen who as a group wege ac-
- < tively seeking meaning from print and those who worutml )
chousing this activity . .
Eighteen children, mne boys ahd nine girls, onmlyed ina
preschool laboratory of the Child Development Department at
Cahforma Polytechnmie State Umversity in San Luis Oblspo
wore observed and tested for purposes of this vesearch. s 'lfhese
children were obse 'vogalmly over six months tume v an open
amd enriched preschool environment where they were free to
mtuate and to terminate thear own activities  Three observa-
tion methods were used, anccdotal recording, time scan rq-
cording, and activity logs. . .
' ' The Goodenough Harms Draw-A-Man Test and the Frostig ,
Develupmental Test of Visual Peveeption werd admmmstered
to all chuldren  Children were wnterviewed to ascertamn their
i®wledge of the alphabet: secognition, of names of peers, and
recognihion of famihiar signs in their environment. Correla- -
ton cqelficients were calculated for al varables including the™
percent of time children engaged n heginmng runﬂlng activities
m the preschool setting, ‘
All parents of the ewghteen chifldren were interviewed in
their homes. These taped interview data were tabul; and
statistically analyzed using a Cli-Square or Analys1§ of Vari-
ance nmethod '

THE RELATIONSUIP BETWEEN AVANTAGED  AND
DISADVAN UAGLED SINTH GHADE STUDENTS' READING
ABLLITY AND THFIR COMPRIHENSION OF SOUCTAL
STUDIES TEXTBOOK SELECTIONS Ocder No. 7917084 -

SRITHIRAWISARN, Mhun, Ph.D The Florvda State Umversity,
1978, 104pp. Major Professor Dr Fdwin 1 Smith )
\ R

Matching, students” veading abhities wath the readabitity
levels of thew textbooks 1s 0 contunnny problem an eddation,
This study was conducted te deternnne the nnmm‘pm reading
level needed by at Least 757 or more of a group of bath ad-
vinntaged and disadvantaged sindh grade students to satisfacto -
rily ¢ompr chend theo social stadies textbooks. Two erteria
were applied  ape was the answeming correctly of 500 of the
hecanswermy corvectly 7% of

questlions ashed, the other wa
the questions asked,

In additon the data wels analy zed to deternne of theve
witd 4 dilferonce botween those chassihied as advantaged sta-
dents and Mose classadodd as desadh antaged student s,

* The subjes tvwere 104 sl geade advantaged stadents and

K 154 sixth gaade disadvantaged students from three schools in ) e
Results of the abservation data indreate that durt h
Albany, Georgia, The reading ablity of the subjects ranged 8 ‘ ! dataindicate that during the five

from grade 4.0 to grade 8.9 as deternuned by the Slosson Oral months of study children consistently remained in high, me-
Qe o, IVade 4.y ‘e ' LN 8 it
R(l' ldlﬁb’ Test ..N”::_ pas<ayes from three state g('h;f)t('(_l soct” dium or low groupings when compared on the basis of their
studies textbooks and thirty -s1x exanner-made test questions percent of time "{’N“K"d i beginnug reading activities. Within
were given to the subjects to read and answer, The subjects’ this consistency, there were dranmatic individual fluctuations.
were ‘i to the subjects rad and answer, ~ N Wt . and 1o
test scores were grouped and compared according to each read- | Childreniyrote, guestioned, talked about, -ll‘ld read whote words
i rade level, The categonies vanged from grade 1.0-4.9 to that had sfemficance for:them personally. They were able to
Bng gﬂ '9‘ N fest w l': ‘l‘il}(,i to ;ll'l;)':( the ty sthr( sults, recogmze# words without knqwmgftho letters of the alphabet.
- Lo t-test wans ase an ' Y A r 8. . )
. Th.reu readability formulas, the Fleseh, the Dale-Chall In addition, levels of begimung reading activity were not de-
and the Snuth Adaptation of the F()RﬁCASjl_‘ forfiula were used (a:(;‘r:Zed iy the t(\;w; Stillldﬂl‘t(:llf.e(l':e‘!ils .used‘ in ;In's-n-e‘sf\:‘n-(.h,
to measare the textbooks® readabihity levels, Al three formu- Cof :) ren lﬂee““.’d‘“'lf‘.’t"l@' q)vl :)“Lvl] T‘.l,”m‘.—eths ol 't ll.Ol .«tage.ts
las underestimated the true readabihity levels of the textbooks, :)al“e(ﬁl:"::"""g(::'“ ng activily tn which wniting was anampor-
The data indicated there were differences in the reading . ' he analvers - - - .
perfornlance between the ddvantaged and the disadvantaged Results of the analysis of the patent iterview data indicate - -
; a relationship between the levels uf .school and home begipning
students for those reading at the (ifth, sixth, eighth, and fourth . N ) e was al8o 4 o fie relatiohahin
through ewhth grade level. The munmum reading level needed reading actwity. There was also a sigmficalt relatio ship be-
Igh g K. : > tween the levels of school beginntng reading activity and parent

’ advantaged 1sadvantaged groaps to comprehend ; !
By both, advantaged and disadvantaged g l ¢ ! . descriptions of themselves as being actively involved in their
their soctal studies textbooks, as measured by 78'% correct

i . o child's beginning reading activities at home particularl ina
criteria, was found to be above grade 8.9, The, mmimum read- daily rout:zne of ‘i'("l(ling ,;ll()ll(l to thé.vhll(l\l y
wedoe . > advantaged group to comprelnd their T . ’ . s
:‘Ja(_il:lv-::ul(‘;‘:_‘:(:‘:;)l; "t:::s_ :: r)o.;‘l‘:f:):_ rt-c‘t (“I'i(t(‘l‘(i;l \L:fs ?()und to The descriptive data resulting from the observations, test- ’.

ing and parent interviews generale basic questions related to

rade as . P T R ¥ » disadvantaged )
be grade 6.5. It was ‘t.f("“ grade 8.9 for the disadvantage: the importance of: 1) the teacher's understanding of the types

group. . of environments needed to support the child’s beginning read-
“’ Ing activities, 2) the parents’ understanding of thewr role in
. - the child's beginning reading process, and 3) a general
- rethinking of the concept of reading readiness
[y ’ ’ ' "~y
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EFFECTS OF INTEGRATING MODALITY LEARNING
’ YLES IN/ SENSORY PSYCHOMOTUOR INSTRUC TON

‘O IMPROVE READING ) Ovder Noo 79231178
'l'"(N\fi-S, Dovathy Davis, Fd D Unmiversaty ‘ot Mane, 19719,
120pp Adviser D Robert F Loweld

Thia study investigated modality ste vng(lm'vnlidly reiated
to school achievement and teaching strategies based onlearner
characteristics. Rescarch was conducted to determine dtroat-
ment based on modality strengths l?,\n‘llut:(l .u‘qul:uh}m of read-

Uhe study sought to answer the fol-

ing and spethng skills

lowrny questiony. /,
CWill a spferhic sequence of programmed lesson plans

which matehia tearning profile of modality strengths resalt

in gr'o.l(or wid learmng than a lesson plan which contradicta

Viearning profike? Whll tow achieving chnldren have greater

teading improvement wathh teaching strategies sy stematically

arranged from arcas of weakness to strength?  Wall lesson

plang which start with the learner's strengths and progress

to activities which overcome tearnimg weaknesses result in

greater spelhng achievement than lvawn pl.llN which contra-

dict the learming prontle? o

The population tor this study included ehildren ages 7 to
13 enrolled 1n the Umversaty of Mame at Orono Heading Clinte
during the summer of 1978 Sabjefts were randomly asgigned
by age level to vne of three groups, twoexperimental and one
contrvol, Reading disability was 4 charactenistic of the popula-
tion ritudu-d .

Inatruments included the Sensory - Paychomotor Test to
determine auditory and visual learmng styles, the Analysis ol
Reading Performance to deterimne word recognation, silent
reading, and aral reading, andgtthe Dagnostiec Spelling Test to
determine analvsis of spethngerrors and grade level, The
first«two instruments were developed wn the Reading Chime
at the Umversity of Maine for research purposes.

A pretest posttest control group design was used, Fac-
tor1al analysis of covariance was uged with pretest scores ag
the covarates. Values of F al the 05 level were reqaured to
determine sigmbhOeance. After wdentifying learner strengths,
teaching patterns were developed which had a lagh priority for
integrating pupmls' modalities of learmuog with teaching strate-
gied designed’to avercome learmng problenns, Treatment Tor
Experimental Gr oup A canmisted of modality matched pat-»
terned lessons.  Treatment for Expertmental Group B was
reversed modahity matched patterned lessons, The Control
RToup was given regular remediation not using the patterned
lessong of Ireatments A and B!

There were no stgmbicant differences i the three groups,
Null hyp()(h-(‘!s'(‘.‘l_ theretore, were nat rejected. A specific ge-
quence of programmed lessons whach matehed a learning profile
of modality «tr engthsdud not resultin greater word learning than
A lesson planwhch contr adicted atdarmng pronle. lu'.uling itm-
Rrovement and spe llnm, achievement were nogreater with les-
sonplans progr v.s-uny from arcas of strength to weaker ones
than wath lessonplans whie hcontradicted the le: irning profile,

Based on the stady, teaching based on modality strengths
was not signtfiicantly better than teaching based on modality
weaknesses. While it appears more benefit should result from
teaching designed to utihize strengths o learning to help over-
come weaknesses, this was not substantiated, Chinical evi-
dence, however, supports continued use of patteroed teaching
~for word learming. The effectiveness of patterned teaching liea
it antegrative components. 1t s compatible wath teaching
to either strengths or weaknesses. ‘This method of teaching
word learmuny provides the student with the opportunity to reip-
force, organmize, and integrate iformation processing path-
wayv8 thraugh thé develupment of structured sequentes involé-
ing vigual and auditory stinmah withoral and written responses,
: )
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A SPATIAL S'l'ltA'l'E(_‘.ll‘IS APPROACIH IN READING IN-

STRUCTION INVESTIGATING HAND SUPERIORITY HN THE

USE OF TACTILE KINESTHE lI(S Order No, 792070%

TRAYNEI ls,' Flaine A,

voraity, 1979, l(iﬂpp.
]

l";llrh:u.rn, Ed D), West Virginia Uni-

The major objective of this study was to investigate a prb-
coedure that was designed to factlitate reading instruction for
students of average or above inteligence who were deficlent
in reading and nornvl*in,mathematical ahility, and to ascer- -
tain il using the contralatergl hand would be superior to the .
tactife modality as it was in braille, _'L‘%w procedure wis de -
signed to try asanuch as poasible to aclivate spatial process-
ing, which is A right hemisphere function in-normal right*hand-
‘ors, rather than left hemisphere processing,

This procedure consisted of presenting words in curgivé  *
which were in the understanding 'rc;wrtulro bu{ not in the sight
vuv:\bulnd of the subjects, Cursive I8 purported as belpg pro-
cessed in the right hemisphere and the wards would eventually
be processed in the normal way alter instructiombecause their
meaning was known, ‘The subjects traced the words in cwrsive
m a wooden set of lotters and then on fine ralsed plastic script,
It 18 reported that the sense of touch is processed in the right
hemisphere and that its sensitjvity can be developed, The trac-
ing took placd with the eyod closed, visuallizing the letters as
they traced until they could write the word from memory, Vis-
ualjzation is also @ right hemisphete function, After every
tenth instructional period, the alternate hand was used for
tracing, -

The selection criteria {or subjects to participate in this
study wits: scoring a full-scale 1Q on the WISC in the normal
or above range; a Block Design subtest score in the normal
range: and a school achievement test record that indicated
grade level or above performance in mathematics but reading
achievementAit least one year below lntcnd&h\“ado level,

Five students in elcmcnl.u)us.chuol met the stated criteria
and weve assessed for laterality, Three were right-handers,
one was a left-hander and one appeared somewhat bl‘l.lterauzed
e words for Instruction came from the SORT, the Francigw

Kucera word list, graded word lists from the Silv.uoll Infor- ©

mal Classroom lnvuntun y and the students’ spelling series,
Thdy were instructed in half-hour sessions for a mingimum of
40 periods and & maximum of 60 periods,
Word recognition gains w¢re attested to in all studerts by
the test-retest situation using the SORT, ranging frqm +.9 to
+3.0. Three subjects who whre tested by their schogls in read-
ing achievement on the Met; ‘opolitan Achievement Tqdst made
galng of +.6, +.8 and +2.3. {The number of words learned at the
end of the study for each gtudent was 52, 137, 130, 126, and 98.
Using the contralatergl and ipsalteral hand alterpately for
tracing did no{ seem to either enhance learning or dversely,
affect learning. The reg
slight numerical advantdge for the non-preferred If:
was used last in thc series of inqlluctional pcnlod 3

A

In each session. v

.



N

DIFFERENTIAL LANGUAGE USEF DY THACHFRS WITH
S HIGH AND LOW RFADING GROUPS Qrder No 7922622

WALLFR, Victorta Miller, Fd. D University of Cincinnatd,
1979 76'")_ i - . ~

Recent research hay shown that lL‘.\L’h(‘l_;;th'l-I('( difle runtly
with some stadents than they do with others, Heading falures
and poor seif convept have been attnibuted to the way teachers
interdct verbally with students in the sociad context of the read-
Ing group Most such studhes hafg been obger vationald x!nd con-
ducted with one o1 a4 few teachers The extent of this practice
and the dimensions of 1ty dentification are not known .

The purpones of this 1escearch stady wore to discover
whether a subst,utial proportion of teacher s do, in fact, inter-"
act differently with thetr high and low 1eading Rroups and, if
80, whether there ave common dimensions in its wdentification.

The subjects of this stady werv 20 second and third grade
teachers in the Cincinnati, Obhlo, d1ea who were audiotaped as
they worked with their high and low reading proups  the re-
searcher selected elements and prepired 3 muate sepments
from these teachers’ iteraction with thewr high and low reading
groups. The material for each sepgment was chosen on the basly «
of guidelines for a directed reading activity, including building
background for the story to be read, settmg parposes for read-
Ing, sitent T edding, oral i‘v.nhng with interruption strategies,
fallaw up discussion, development of related skills, and extend-
I;lg and applving 1deas from a selection The students® volces
ware erasced from the tape so that only the teacher's voice was
heard by the judges ‘ -

The 20 phirs of tapes of teachers’ interaction with high and
low reading groups were plived over 3 conseculive days to 22
teacher judpges and, later, to 20 second and third grade student

v Judges. For cach parr of tapes judges were asked to identify
when the teacher was tatking to the high group of readers, In .
) {\ddltlon teacher judges wrote reasons for their chotces on the
response sheet.” Randomly selected student judges pmve thelr
reasons ovaily.

" The results uﬁv study were that 18 out of the 20 teachers
were corvectly idfatified by the teacher jadges as teaching the
high group of readers. Fach of the 18 teachers was identifted
on the basis gf a two-tailed binomal test. The student judges
correctly identified the same proportion of tgachers as teach-
Ing the high Woup of readers during the first 2 days of ymdging
(13 tape pairs), but on the third day their choices fell to chance
level, passibly due to fatigue on this task.

The reasons given most frequently by the teacher judges for-
identifying the high group of readers were: less phonies, more
interpretive comprehension, more complicated wards were
used by the teacher whtle talking to the students and more dif-
ficult words were introdueed for the students to learn, more
ditficult skills were discussed and used; additional reasons
were that the teacher's tone of ‘volce was different, the story -
wag read silently before it was read orally, the pace of the les-
son was faster, and different subject areas were brought into
the discussion of the story. Reasons given by student judges
were virtual paraphrases of five reasons glven by the teacher .
judges. The student judges' reasons did not mention interpre-
tive comprehension, reading silontl_v,' ar pace of the lesson,

The resuls of this study show that an fmpartant proportion
of teachers differentiated their language when inferacting with
Wgh and low reading groups along ce rtain dimensians apparent
to other teuchers and students.

Further research might investigitte: different aspects of
“teacher communication: procedures of teachers who do not dif-

a

ferentiate language betwéen theirtwa groups of readers; whether -
dlmensions of teacher behaviars found in this study remain the
same over un exiended perfod of time; and whoether students
have a preference for one group vver the other,
v .
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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE EFYFEUT OF VOLUNTEER
TUTORS ON RE ADING ACHIEVEMENT OF FIRST GRADE
STUDENTS - Order No. 7918024

WARWICK, William, Ed.DD. Northern Arizona Unlversity,
1879 128pp Adviger- Dr. Robiert F. Boothe

The purpose of this study was to Investigate the cffective-

ness of parent volunteers in the Santee Schoal District on the

+ educationa) process and the impact they are making on thetr
students in the ureas of reading achieveméht and attitudinal
changes. Vartables retated to these two concepts were also
investigated The practical application of this stully was the
tentative resalution of the question of whether the tutarial
program helps the tutoree in reading sehievement and,in learn-
ing attitude. ’ '

R was hypothesized that no difference existed ptwoen the
posttest means for scale scores of lenrners in the experimen-
tal and control groups for letter sounds, word recognition, and
reading comprehension, all of which were measured by subtests
of the Comprehensive Tests of Rasic Skilts. U also was hy-
pothesized thnt no difference oxisted betweken the mean gaing
of both graups for total reading as measured by the CTBS test

* and learning attitude as measured by the Socinl Growth and
Attitude Scale--San Diego City Schools 1973." A pretest/post -
test experlnwn{al and control group design wasnsed to gather
data on 200 children from grade one in five clementary schools
in Santee, California, involved in Farly Childhood Fducation
Programs. '

Treatment cansisted of 15-90 minutes per week of volun-
teer-student contact uging language arts/reading prescriptions.
Volunteer tutoring occurred over a pertod of nine months. The
schools and tedchers used thelr gwn valunteer program orga-
nization and training rather than ane preseribed or {dentified
model program. .

Statistical analysis and comparisans were made of the
means and standard deviations of the pasttest results and the
students’ t-test was applied to them. The above statistical
treatmen¥ was performed on 87 complete data sets of the ex-
perimental students and an 87 complete data sets of the control
students. The .05 level of confidence wag used f(or hypothesis-
testing purposes. Sex difference apgd amount of tutoring time
recelved were other factors considéred for statistical analysis
and treatwent.

Volunte¢t tutoring, as used in this study, did not nffect the
achievement gcores of gtudents in those areas of reading which
were measured by the (?omprehcnslve Tests of Basic Skills.

* No significant differences between experimenta) and conlrol

groaps were noted for tota) reading, letter sounds, word recog-
nition, reading comprehension, or learning attitude. -
Further analysis of the study revealed certain side effects
which included the revitalization of Parent-Teacher Organiza-
tions, establishinent
zen Advisory Committees, and the purchase of reading mate-
rials to ald in teaching basic skills. Additional researéh is
neecded to determine the relationship of ather factors to gains
brought about by volunteer tutaring: time, size of tutorial
group, intensity of instruction, and format of presentation,
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A STUDY OF THE I(Hl.f\"l‘l()r\.\‘llll' OF. SELECTRD
b LEARNER ("”.‘\H.'\("I'I':Hlb."l"l('.ﬁ~ TO READING STRATEGLES
: Order No. 7923168

THE ROI,I'Z ¥ THE ELEMENTARY READING SPECIALIST

Wll.l.lAM:ﬁ‘()N:All(“n Gayle Jonos, Ed.D, University of South-
- orn Californta, 1979, Chatrperson Protessor Marvin A,

” -

- Notidngham \ ) .
_ v \ h .
Purpose, The-purpose of the sudy wax to investiygate the

The purpone of this study was to investigste the effect of — ~ - role of the elgnoentary reading spocialist from the poind of view
certutn learner charactenztics upon the chotee of veading . of the classroom teachor, the principal, tho district adminis -
strytegies.  Lea rnet characternsticnWere Jefined as, Cognt -~ trator rosponsiblo for the syptomwide reading program, wnd {
tive Control (ll(‘.‘(lh!(‘ or constoicted), Cogmitive Style (reflec- sler to consoltdato thase
tive, umpulsive, fast accurate, slow inaccurate), {‘.xmmx.n._gn ription for the elemen- e
Maturity (the abihity to torm superordinate Broupings), and
Abstract Abahygy (t?u- ability to abstvact block patterns). Read- *
ing strategies were defiped, thiough Reading Muscue Analysis,
ag, Word Recognihion (Graphiwe and Grammatical function), -
Pattern Recogmtion (Comprehension and Gramnatieal) and
Retelling Stratepies (Chatacte: Development, Bvents, 1Mot

WELLS, Rebekal’ Porter, KD Clark Umversity. 1979
120gp Chiel Instinctor D, Helen ) Kenney
A\ ]

it in

the alemeoptary reading spec
role expegtations nto a Slear }
l:lrf’l"u:ullng spactalist, ' .,
Procedures, The proceduls used in thas study included:
. (D) xelection of the renoarch problem, (2) review and Teporting .
sof related literature, (3) selection of a sample population,
(4 construction, testing, refinement and adnunistration of the
quastionnaire, (9 tabulation, analysis and reporting of the data,

and Theme) - . (8) tormulation of conclusions and recommendations based on
the data, and (7 va(-lnpnu-nt ol a job description for the ele-
Method mettary reading specialist based’on the findings, .

Solected Findings, (1) Five areas of complete agreement
were found regarding the activities for which the clemontary
roading spectalist shonld e given responsibility, These five
activities weve: (a) provide reading enrichinert materials and
experiences, (b) coovdinate selection of students fur programs,
(¢) consult with and assisl teachers in solving instructional
problems, (d) maintain conupwiication with teachers, and
(¢) seleet: dosign .-;uij'nﬁﬁrl;lls lor the roading program,

Sixty -Ove thaed grade students at theee levels of word
recognition abihity, were asked to read a cnm'pl(-(c stary (in
which thv—_y made at feast 25 miscues) and to retell $t. Data
was also collected from five sublests of the Metropotitan
Achievement Test Childven were adminstered the §t raop
Color-Word test (Cogmbhive (‘nnlnzl)_ the MFF Toeat (Cogmtive
Stvle), the Equivalence l(.mgv Task (Language Maturity), the °
Kohs Blocks (Abstract-Abihity) and the Peabody Picture Vo-
cabutary Test (Verbal Intelhigence). Two basie assumptions
were examned to ascertain the homogencity of  strate-
gtes and characteristie s between the three levels of whred
recogmtion.  On&e this had been alfivined, the data was
tested, using an analysis of covartanee exannne the rela-
tonghip of learner chavacteristics to the chayee of reading

(2) Three areas of complete agreement were found regarding
activities for which the reading spectalist should not be given )
responsibility, Theée activities wero: (a) regular non-teaching
“duties,” (b) assisting the principal in the diagnosts and reme-
diation of skill deficiencies of teachers, and (¢) regular re-
aponsibility for parent edueation classes, -
Selected Conclusions, Data based conclusions ineluded:

-~

strategies. i (‘l) Classroom teachers overwhelmingly support the toaching
) T N . - vole of the reading spectalist, ‘I'his role is also vaery accept- A
Resultd able to readh_lg specialists and district administratory and only
D > slightly less aceeptable to principals, {2) Principals want read-
Several diferences an strategies were noted  Girlg ing specialists 1o provide instru€tional Teadership through such _

used different word recogmbion strategies than boys (they .
Jsed less graphie information), Cognitive Control differ-
‘entiated the production of Lomprehension Patterns, Flex-
ible children had . Aarger number of Comprehension No
Loss patterns and-fewer Comprehension Loss Patterns than
did  constiwted children Rvnn-mhormg events wias aided
by being able to produce more superordinates on the Lan-
guiage Matunity task. The lewest events in a story weve
remembered by childeen wath, rnq.\trwtvq ,_(i_ngmtivv Con-
trols were fast accurates on thé: MEF (el Children

with flexible Cogmtive Controls were petter able to develop
more sophisticated Plot statementy. Formation of sy R
perordinate groups was a most syghificant variable an d’:-
fimng the ability to ind a theme from Jhe story,

activities as demounstration teaching, teacher inservice, and
teacher consultation, {3) Reading specialists need to-be made
more aware of both the requirements of the priyeipals and the
support offered by the prln«.lpals in the atcomplishment of these
activities, (4) All groups Surveyed value the role of resource
person (or the reading specialist, .

Selected Recommendations, (1) Prineipals should discuss
thelr priorities (07 the school reading program with the read- .
ing specialist, stating what kinds of support will be forthcoming "
from the principal. (2) Principals should discuss the reading )
program with the gtaff, explaining where the reading spocialist
will agsist in attaining program objectives, (3) The reading
specialist’s schedule should be made known to all staff mem -
bers, with periods of time available to teachers for indiyidual
services clagrly stated, (4) Difricts should consider i ying

K

]

- Implications -

--E

N a,

Children who are more flexible as well as children who
*have more sophidticated language structures utilize more suc-
cessaful reading strategies, More emphasis should be placed
on independent reading and reorganization and restructuring

tasks to encourage flexibility and language maturity, '

Q
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic: L

the job description for. elementary reading specialists to include
the following: (a) The reading specialist sh;\' (1) provide read-
ing enrichment materials and experiences, fii) (‘uqrdlnat‘e se-
lection of students for programs, {itl) consult with teachers,

(iv) select/design support matecials for the reading program,

(b) Specialists may provide the following services ag time per- -
mits: (1) direct instruction of stﬁ’dcnls, (1) maintain reading
records of students, (iii) coordinate diagnostic program,
(iv) provide reading inservice for teachers, and (v) conduet in-
depth diagnfetic assessment of students severely disabled in
reading, 7 ’
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A COMPARATIVE CONTENT ANALYSIS OF THREF BASAL
READING SERIES AND TWO STANDARDIZED ACHIEVE~

MENT TESTS "Order No. 7920070

-

WOkTHY, Dianne Hudson, Ph.D. University of South Ca-rollnn,
1979. 142pp. . : .

~

The purpose of the study was to analyze the vontont of three
basal reading serles and two standardized achievement tests
to determine whether ther® were significant differences in the
akills emphasized among the three basal reading serles, be-
tween the two tests, and between each basal reading series and
each test. Three basid reading series developed for the third
grade level were selected for-analysis. The workbooks and
skills practice sheets for each of the series were analyzed.

"~ The two tests thal were analyzed werg appropriate for the end
of the thlr(lgrn(io Only those subtests of the two achlevement .

tests that measured achievement in reading and related lan-
guage arts were anttlyzed. Each item in the h\stnu“tloni_\l
materials and the tests was classified into ofie of nine cate-
gories using a list of critical attributes and objéctives devel-
oped by the researcher. The nine categories were phonology/
encoding In tsolation, phonology /encodimg in context, vocabu-
lary in isolation, vocabulary in context, literal level of
comprehension, inferential and above inferential level of
comprehension, study skills, related tanguage arts skills, and
listening skills. A frequency distribution was used to-indicate
the fréquency of occurrence of the skilis tn the various cate-
gories. A chi-square *tisticnl test was used for each of the
eight comparisons. Resuits indicated that there were signifi-
cant differenceg in the emphasis given to the categories of
skills used in the study among the. thrée basal rehding series.
Significant differences were also found between the reading
skills measured by the two achievement tests add between the
skills emphnﬁ.«; of each basal reading series and each achieve-
ment test. , )

A second and somewhat exploratory phase of the study was
to determine the extent to which™he deviation of the reading
series from the test was related to student nchicvom‘}'nt in
reading. The sample was selected from three public school
districts. All third graders that attended schools in‘ each dia-
trict that used one of the three basal reading series analyzed
In the’ study and administered Level T of the Comprehensive
Testa of Basic Skills in third grade were included in the popu-
lation. Jhree hundred students were included in the sample,
100 from each school district. Differences between the skills
emphasized in the basal reading series and the skills mea-
sured by the Comprehensive Tests .of Basic Skills were, °
reflected by the mean and median subtest scores of

- . _ Y
students. - _“k% |
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