. 'l,

| . " 'DOCOMENT RESOHE |
ED 178 247 o T . BCO11 6™ -, ¢

AUTHOR, de Ortego y Gasca, Felipe ' S C
TITLE * America o Aztlan? :los Chicanos En E1 Anqg 2001 '
. (America or Aztalan? Chicanos in the year 200 .
PUB DATE - Apr 719 .
NOTE : . 10p.; Paper resented at the ccnference on Chicano,
. . '~ Perspectivegy University cf Mexlico at San’ Antonlo
, A o(San Antoni TX, April 1979) : .

| - .
EDRS PRICE . MF01/PCO1 Plus Postage.
/' DESCRIPTORS Bilingual Educaticn; *Change Strategie5° Community
. Actioén; *Futures (of Society) ;- *Long FRange Planning;
*Mexican Americans; rediction. Self Determination;
*Social Change; Sranish Speaking
i " IDENTIFIEKS *Chicanos; *Cultural Preservation; Hispanos

_ABSTRACT o .
: The future, more than any time in the past, will

‘require of Chicanos a collective effort if they gre tc freserve their

legacy of language and culture for their childreg To prepare for the
'_year 2001, -Chicanos should be aware of future ccmncerns and take

action to address them. Chicanos could best realize national .

visibility and importance by identifying with the large‘ﬂlspanlc

diaspora and by forging coalitions with other ethnic American groups. )

A promotion of research and development activities by Chicanos shouid -@-.

bé undertaken, and a Chicano center for the study of public policy < :;
should. be established. Chicanos should develop their cwn Kn o
comimunication system, a system that would include high~circulatijon ”"\“
newspapers and joutrnals, as well as - radio and television stations.
Chicanos must nov undertake ‘the kinds of e€ducation and training that
'will prepare them for roles beyond that of ‘teachers.of bjlingual
education. A eenuine grases rocts Hispanic organization with a
national voice must be estatlished. The future must be contended _
with, for it will not go away: and, Chicanos must develop a system of
§kills that will make. thern furctidnal existents oﬁetﬁe time that is
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. -AMERICA O AZTLAN? LOS CHICANOS EN EL Afl0 2001

By Felipe“de Ortego. y Gasca -,tj‘lvg
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Statistiés suggest that by the yéar 2001 the Hispanic  *

+

. population of the United States will havg'increased.such

that Hispanics will be theé largest minority group in the.
.. . L .

”»

country. At the moment , Hispanicé are the largest minoriﬁy
group west of the Mississippi; the second largest east of

that line. . What do these statistics augur for Hispanic
. . ’ »

“'Americéhs?' For Chicanos specafically? Does this population

.« increase indicate étrengthening ties with
- ‘ < ’ .

Mexico? Or does
' 1t mean 3 closer amalgam of the-Chicano e;;}fience with

the American experience? If a "cultural" solidarity with

Mexico s pursued, will this alienate Anglo:Americans and ’ | .

alarm them to the possibility of a Quebec situation§in'

' the Southwest? And if such Solidarity actually accfués,

©oa o * . B ' . . BN - ’
‘against whom will Chicanos struggle? Will not that strué&le
be against a set of cirgumstances now external:fo the

Chicano struggle?

A Syntacticdal Prognosis of - Change

(4

. " " If ontology recapitulates phylogeny, we might postulate,

then, that epistemology recapitulates etymology. What we

¥

know—or what we think we know—is based dialectically on'’

. ‘ the ygxical_strdptures of percemtion. . In 'other 'words, °
.‘y'w Lo n _‘,....-.—.-v-..----‘-——---- " . ' , 1_.1.- ! ! - . ," I" ;'. - 1]
o " R . , l .' a . y . e ¢ + C
Presented #t the conference on-Chicano Perspectives,
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reality may be what our: language says_it.is. Let's examine

this notion for a moment.

If we awake every_morning witn.dread for the day;-
then the day_wlll‘jndeed be fraught with those encounters . ¢ |
which reinforce the initial dread. Setting ub the day with
such comments as ?Boy; it's a _gusx day!" can tend to o
make the dayJ&ousy..jbur language.and the context'that
powers it affects.our;frajectory'throuéh‘time and space
in ways we are onlyjnow becoming congizant of. The spate
of works on eiconic behavior, speculative as they mav\be,
point. to correlations between thought and'behavior. That .
is, that positive thoughts engender:positive behavior.

If one's self—image or self esteem is low; then one, manifests

.

a behaV1or Whlch reveals what we think about ourselves.

N

. In turn—-those behav1or1sts tell us——our 1nteractlon$ w1th

people place us contextually in posltlons cons1stent w1th

those thoughts about ourselves. If we think some people .-

are better than we are, then interactionally we will

transmit clues to that effect. Or if -we think (and say).
we are unahle to do something,-then.introlexically we

internalize that inability—~oftentimes to our own’

o -

_detrlment. BehaV1oral change is seen then as a f?nctlon

of thOught and language "As our thoughté about ourselves

te

1mgpove,_then10ur trageetory through time and space.ls
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altered to reflect that improvement,

T
.

Truffles, Tantrums and Truths

It WOuld be ludlcrous to suggest that

our future slmply'by changing our thoughts about.ourselves '

we can change

or by<w1111ng the *ﬁ"uture to be dlfferent' That\s wishful

thlnklng.

o]
‘real{‘

The forces that ‘influence our lives are very -
Poverty cannot be willed aWay'hy thinkihg of'ourf - S

selves as rich. Hunger cannot be satlated by deludlng

‘ourselves that we have just eaten a large meal Yet, both

poverty and hunger can be overcome by motivations engendered

out of the dynamics These motivations

of poverty and hunger.

may take any number

weprcome poverty to

truistic forms

of forms: from the personal desire to

crusading for the elimination of povefty-”

' L ' IR 3

.of philanthpopy tQ.helb overcome . poventy.

‘None of\these forms may. in truth. lesgen the ‘forces which
‘affect our lives. What theése forms m&y do, though, is N
. g . . . . ;

alter the way we deal with those forces.

The Ordeal of Change

There are still people who have nqgt caught' up to the - o

socio- technologlCal changes of the 20th century. We are

\

. remlnded most notably of that lag (or ;\slstance) by. .

conservatlves and llberals allke who, are stlll trylpg to

1

solve.(or resolve)_problems-of the 20th century with . ‘

v

Il



©  intellectual tool-kits from the 19th century.flThe socialf

' Y

and cultural characterlstlcs of the last. two decades of the

'_20th century are llght—years dlfferent from the soc1a1 and

cultural characteristics of the 19th century. Marx1st
¢ s LY J . .
+ formulas of the 1850's seem anachronistically fossil as

-~

we near the "rosy—flngered dawn" of the 2lstscentury.
Agrarlan land solutlons to contemporary soelal problems

seem nostalglcally skeletal in the context of acceleratlng
) .
) technologlcal change. The i1deals of a pre-technologlcal world
are seen as dim ag the Golden Age-must hdve seemed to

Hesiod.
The ordeal'of change wreaks.psychic havoc on those

who resist the evolutlonary flow of life apd c1rcumstance.

-

' ' The human condition cannot be assessed in terms of 19th
'century nOVels. The rugged 1nd1v1duallsm of the past has
become a metaphor of another time. Those who saillthe

seas in -single sloops are rarltles 1n our tlme. To sail

»

the stars requires a fleet of cooperation, technlcal crews

and bonhommie.

*

The world has not been the same sinﬁe’IQSZ, ‘Science _

and technology have created new reaiitiesa.neW-horiZQns S
and new ékpectaticnsﬂﬁ;ln 19007 the prospects fqr flight

were barely-apprehensible; in the year 2001,'the'prospects

4 t T Y
v for space exploration loom large. Such social acceleration . -

. . . . .- ) B ".
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requires immediate long-range planning. Our conceptual

orientation must change from the past to -the future. As

' Hugh'Duncan put it: "Social Acts are now described as

events that order themselves through a 'tendancy to self- .

maintenance.' Social systems are likened to solar systems

and social roles are said.to 'bring out' possibilities of
behavior which fit the needs and tolerances of the particular
. . . SR . .
'patterned structure.' In this model of society, attitydes

'gear' and 'mesh' because 'patterned structure' and

“'integrative patterns. . . bring ,it about that all statuses

of the society intermesh like a series of interlocking wheels.'

Communication of expressive symbols is not studied ‘as an

v

- enactment of social order, but as a process of cathexis which

meanings are 'attached' to objects and persons"_(CQmmunicati%g '

and ' Social Order).

The'Dimenéipns of the Future °

i

_“,Agains&'this;backdrop,'whét'are the rqualitative
characteristics of the future for Chicanos?
It seems to me that our concerns for the year 2001

ought to gravitate around a nucleus of |

concepts which

K

,should addresg'themselveé:to the probiéms'of_the.futﬁre: - .

* v : ’ Yo L : . .
~The Hispanic Diaspora énd Coalition Politics:

v L]

National Visibilify ahd. natiomal im or% for Chic%gbs
m§y.beét.be realized by identifying wi

- .
. " ..
A It ‘ !
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. Hispanic diaspora and by forging coalitions with other
) ’ A

ethnic American groups.’

Déﬁographics_di;the'Shnﬁelt :_ 3 S - _—

‘ | Shifting populations in:the United States pose-

considerable perii to Chicano power in the sunbelt.

 Research and Development

One such concept ought to flesh out a promotioﬁ.
of research and dévelopmept.activities by.Chicanos;' The
Chicéno netwofk in Michigan is a-prime“examﬁlé of the.
type'of R 6§ D wPrk'we ought to be involved in.

Policy Sfudiéé

'

A Chicano center for the study of public pollcy seems

desperately wanting. We all know what little impact Chlcanos
‘have on public.policy. Pollcles of all klnds whlch ultimately .
fwill‘affgct'ouv.children and grandchildreri are being fdnmpT-,
lated_without”Chicano input. .A Chicand center for the study
df~pﬁﬁiic.poliéy could‘alerf'us to;thosé fobmulétions.

Communications

« ,

*

The key to the future liés in communications, thilf
we establish our own communication system, we will be
"dépendenta—as always—;%n.the communiéétion media ¢f the
ldominant society. - We must pubiishbhigh-circulatfbn news-

papers and journals. Wg must acquire radio'&nd television

stations which are not_just Spanish-language owriented.

oy
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Why, for example, should a Chicano not be publisher of
, R .

_the Washington-Post or_Expresstéws-in_thé year 20017
- Is that possibility at odds with'our idéologi¢a1'

~aspirations?

* \

- Education and Training T

So much of the future'dépends upon edﬁcation and
training that we must bégin now to think.about -what kind
" of education and training will prepare us fof.the'year
2001. Becoming teachers of Bi1ingua1 Educatiah will
.prepare us for certain kinds of pedagogical robes_whigh

may be at odds with the future.

. Language Interaction

At the root of problems which Chic¢anos face in

American society lie complex attitudes of linguistic
I Coo PaE o «:n; R S
- pérspectives. American lexocentrism is a documented
process. If the qualitative characteristics of, the

future for Chicanos are to be positive, a major task
‘in prohoting a . philosophy of linguistic relativity will .
need to be undertaken. This is a-task apart from the

immediacies of bilingual education. | | o

Institutions A T ‘

”

'The_efficacy of building institutions—however
parailelztheir~function—~i$ best realized by the activity.’

~ .of.a Natiohal Forum -0f Higpanic Organizations.
. 4 ° I
{ '. - -
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‘roots  Hispanic organization with a national voice is

4

T
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'fIn concert with other HlSpanlC organlzatlons, LULAC,

for example, is able to exert a gréater degree of e

1nf1uence in the publlc sector. But-a genulne_grass-fv

still dimly perceived on. the horizon.

Choices:in'the Arena

. .
- R . N\

The. dimensions of the future are certainlyrmore
complex and;contoured,than I have suggestea in the
precedlng abbrev1atlon. But the p01nt I wish to make v

\

is the point that Alvin Toffler made in his book Future

Shock: namely, that "the-year 2001 is closer to us ;n

. time than the greater depression." Unfortunately our past

keéfs gettihg in the way of «qur future. Like their Anglo

- ey

counterparts, many Chjcano social scientists cannot

conceptualize alternatives to communismior_capitalism;- e

- The alternative to capitalism need not be marxism. And

the alternative to marxism néed not be anarchy.

We must step outéide'the-orthodox framework of
problem-soiving in ouf search for oolutions. Thé future
is more than dogma, and it will take more than a brev1ary :
*ta help us become a functlonal part of it. To . knock the
future 1s to create a paradox of‘nostalgla and asplratlons"

\

Our ch01ces ;n the areﬁa -are finite: we can feign,.

’
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-fight or fend. Life 1s not a film thgt we cén run béck—
'wardé or play dver,'.W¢'may indéed ekfefminéte.dups%lveé
fiddling'wifh fhé_fgture. No one-égn say!  But the”:_
future is still fhére to be gontended andcépéd_with.
 It Qill not . go éway. And it will be upon us sooner than-'
weﬂyay realize. For- the yeab 2001, Chicanos must deVepr
ajéyséem of skills.thaf.wi}l make tﬁem'functipnal_exiéfents 
of that time.'_The challenge df_the.futuré requirés‘from
us a ratfonél requﬁse. . |
j If}seems té me that the future;lmofe than aﬁy'fime'
in.the past, will reqﬁire of ‘Chicanos éoéqlléctive e?fortn
if they~éfe to preserve f&eir legacy of language and

culture for their progeny.




