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o | PREF
’ ¢
This publl%hon is the final pfo'duct of a., ~-

*federally funded grant awarded by the U.S. Of-

fice of [Education uhder the Ethnic Heritage
Studies Program..It is a production that' repke-
sents the work of\ifty high school students and
twelve teacher coerdinators from seven Dela-
ware schogj districts. The high séhools invalved
duPont, Holy

. Cross, Thomas McKean, Mount Pleasant,.Sussex

]

. '
ot

Central, and Wilmington. : . ,
The students wejfe invplyed in researching his-
torical context, values, customs, tradutsons and -
artifacte of predominant ethnic groups within
heir local community. The research was accom-

. plished through student-taped interviews, photo- -
~ graphy, and by observing and studymg the life-
styles of, members of the ethnic 'commumty
Many persons within the varied etfinic’ groups
were,of valuabld assistance to’the student re-
s_ear&\e\ws by passm( on information themselves -

£l

¢,
Many individuals and groups$ of ‘pepple have
contributed to the success of Project PET.-It is
impossible to acknowledge specific persons.
With _space limitations- it iIs necessary to men-
tion groups of indiyiduals to whorg the projgct
directors are indebted. .Certain -individuals con-
tributors are .acknowledged in the individual
school sections of the document.
Special thanks and appreciation are given to
the participants from various ethnic groups in-

‘cldding the elderly who kindly related their first-

hand expenences to the Project PET' students.
An added dimension to the project was the as- -

- sistance from persons who made arrangements

for the students to meet with members of the
various ethnic communities to share ideas and
to suggest other mdwn;juals to contact. Coopera-
tion from school administrators, teacher coor-
dinators and students contributed to the pre-
ject's success. A special thanks to the parents % -
of the participating students for allowing, en-
couraging and assisting their yduig people to-

#

A c E -

4 . 'y .
or through glvmg other leads for the studehts to
extend their research.

*  Thé majority of the students had httle ‘or no
- . skill§ in interviewing techniques, photographic
skills, public speaking, tape’ recordmg, and the
skills essential. to carry out a project of “this na-
.turé. Therefore, it was necessary-to conduct a
one-week iﬂorkshop at the beginning of the pro-

. ject for students.and teachers to prepare them
to go out in the community and accomplish the
goals Set forth in the project. In essence thq pro-
ject was a learning-by-doing experignce. .

- 1t is expeoted that other school distritts wilt
& utilize this pub 'ca‘hon as a resource for instruc- .
tion in the al studles arts and hymanities
and .other ar
‘standing. It fs aiso suggested that schog! dis-
tricts repkcate this project to deal with' the cus-
toms and contributions of other ethnic groups
that have not been treated in this publication.

.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS . , * -

. & .
- participate in the: x)ject Another group deserv-
. ing special appreéiation is the CETA funded Ar
treach staff of the laware Art Museum who
assisted the students with photography techni-
ques and other aspects of the project. Thanks is
given to the Historical Society of Delaware for
sharing their folklorist as a consultant in the

workshop and the Methodist -Peninsuld Conjér- ‘
ence for the assistdnce from their commurdica- .

tion specialist' at, the Project PET workshops.
The projegt directors especially appreciate the
cooperation of the Delaware  State Department

of Public Instruction gdministrators and staft ir »_

the Instruction Division, and the secretaries
proofread and typed the final draft of the doco-
ment. We commend the Delaware Humanities
Forum for financially supporting the presenta
tion of evening séminars by student partigipants
to exhibit the results of their research g the
adult community. ‘Appreciatiosf is also expressed
to the éthnic scholars who part:c:pated in the
Delaware Humanmes Forum seminars.
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! PROJE&T“OVER\IIEW‘AND' IMPLEMENTATION -

. Experience in this prorect has shown me
. mét whatever background or heritage | am ffom,
I should be proud of ityTo be a sugcessful per-
- son in litg, you must just be proucf of yourself
.,and you cannot be proud of yourself without be-
ing proud of your heritage. “ This Quote r&typr-
cal of statements made by Project PET (Preserv-
ing Ethnic Ttaditions) student participants. Other
. student reactions are included in the following
statements: ‘ )

"‘l ﬁughr most of the people we rnrer-
. - viewéd were very willing to talk about their
® _experiences.’ .

» ¢l think thg people were most pr d of
# the way they got starfed-in America, adapt-
ed to the Americ way of life, but kept
_ their customs and traditions. " .

“They were’ all very hospitable and were
willing to share any inforngation that they
could and they were happy to show off their
treasures.”’

* “We had a Iot of fun just tal‘r‘ng.to the
people and sampling - their. " traditional
foods.”’ - ‘.

“They.(the ethnic group) viewed our work -
as another atlempt from outsiders ta exploit
their way life. However, as we asked ser-

. ious questions, kept eye contact and listen-
ed intently, the barriers broke dowm. At the
end of the groject we were certain that they

. viewed ys as friends taking a deep interest
in their way of life.

'

St. Antheny's Roman Catholic Church, -
Wiimington,Delaware

Ms. Lucille Sherman * / A

. Cootdinator of Social Sludres

Mt. Pleasant ‘School District
)

Rev Richard Bailey s
‘Publications Director _ , . :
Methodrst.Pemnsula Conference AU
<

. Dover, Delaware : -

[ ]

- N L

The pro;ect teacher, coordinators generally
were satisfied with the project outcomes. The
greatest concern am%ng teacherg was the time °
constraints in that most of them were_ teaching a
full schedule.” The coordinators found it was
necessary tb avail themselves beyond the regu-
lar teaching schedule. Teachérs did point out a
positive side of the project-in that as students
preceeded further -into the project they were
able to operaté ‘with less dependence on their
direction. The project was designed to be a high-
ly” motivational learning experience with {e ex-,
pectation. that students would assume the re-
* sponsibility to otompile the data gathered f(om
the ethnic group studied and come up with a
quality product. Quality assurance, however, was
to be maintained by the teachet coordinators

d
?{ The completed document sefves as a student-
- developed resource to be used in the class-

" ~ rooms as a primary source for ethnic heritage

/

studies as a source to develop sHmilar programs.
The publrgatron represents many hours of hard
work by. &veryone involved in the projec}. Al-
though one of the project goals was to producé
an outstanding publication that is usable, men-
tion should be made of the benefits derived by .
students ‘as a resuilt of+the processes involved;
students gaining first- hand experiences in pho
tographic skills and experiencing excitement at
iooking at the
wﬁether it be a good or poor. quality exposure,
the anticipation of Project PET teams going out
to do their first interview:questioning; their ac- _

> ) o

project directors. -

results of their photography -

*
-?>

- £
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~ the trme allotted Therefore,
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_ ceptance in the ethnrc commnndy/\.and finding ,

our in most cases that they received a warm wei- P

come. Picture the student who is normally con-
find{ to the fouf walls of the classrogm finding
ap opportunity ‘to’ go out in" the community to
learn frofm first-hand experrence and*"ts™ write
ong’'s own material rather thag reading it from a
text as a secondary source.

the opportenity Project PET students had be-
cause of a special grant from the Delaware Hu-
manities Forum. to talk ‘about angl preserit the
frndmgs of their research to adult groups
through evgning seminar expenences There are
mnumerabte personal valugs that stullents have
gained which are difficult to'describe'onl}the

* Where do we go from here? ‘There are a num-
ber of ethnic groups.in Delaware that have not
been. mvotvéd in this -student research project.
ittal 'study” it was soon discovered_ that each
high-schb&] found it nearly an rmpossrbte task to
research more than one ethnric .qgroup because of

tearhs were able to researc'b a limited number of

F ‘ -

“nally, think about °

-

~ Onlyseverf high.schools were involved in this in- .

the Project PET

. . . ! A .
ethgic groyps. It is the project directors’ desire

that, other school djstricts throughout the state * .
review and utilize the final product of the PET

.,students and organize their own. teams to re-

*

search othér ethnic grpups within the State of
Delaware. It is, also desirous that the students
who have been®hvolved in the project encourage

, others in their schools to conduct Studies simi-

lar to the Project PET experiences. T .’
~In 'summary, the-concept utilized in Project
PET should be ‘shared- with other schopls

throughout : Delaware. The project provided a
.meaningful - high school experience .that took

‘students outside -the .classroom into various
communities to dather rrﬁportant rnforn\a‘tron on
-various ethmq groups treating this body of mia-
-terial as a'written and visual record to be shared.

* with interested stydents; tedchers, and crtr%ens

of Delaware.

Persons |nterested in recervmg assistance in
develOpmg similar student learning projects ‘are' .
-invited to contact the state Project PET direc-
tors.“Instructional Division, State Department of
Public Instructiom ‘Townsend Building, P.O. Box

1402, Dover, Delawhre 19901\
.- ~
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. During the cou

Students: and teachers from Alexis . diPont

High School ‘were grateful for the opportunity to -

participate .in Project PET during the 1977-78
academic year. .
conducted ten su

essful .interviews. The study

was limitedgto ipdividuals whosg heritagk was
- distinctively Stavfc. The project team was-able to

lavic na<:

locate individuals fr a variety of

- tiogs, including . Estghia, Latvia, Czechoslovakia

. group attempte

and Poland. The fgllowing section contains ele-
ments from ail thd, interviews conducted. The
to reveal through this collec-
tion of articles, the history, the stories, and the
personalities of this very special group of peo-
ple.

The Alekis I. duPont High School team had
only one member with some distant Slavic heri-
tage. The group had limited experience with the
ifdividuals, the customs and even. the food re-

. presentative pf the Slavic community in Dela-

ware prior to Project PET. After completing this
project, we will feel a little more comfortable

" driving through “Brown Town” on our way to

visit our friends a} St.-ﬁedwig's Community
Center! ‘ ~ ) )

Individual Events , o
Without a doubt, the {most important person

-

ve . - GO
;
.

. > PROJECT OVERVIEW'

of the pro}ect, the students

- ’
) ¢

~ -
~

-’

the students interviewed was Tony Lazarczyk. -

Not only did he provide an endless dialogue of

was so positivd .that our group always departed.

" trom the interviews feeling quite good about the «

“Old Folks"* and the Polish Community.

We must also acknowledge the assistance of
Father Gardoki, pastor of St. HedWig's, for his
Mcredible stock of information concerning the
Polish comymunity. -

The otk®r inteirviews conducted insjude:

2

People of Polish Heritage = . .
Henry Ciborowski (retired) ' '
“Claude Traffas
Joseph «retired) \
Mrs. Bonk (retired) | ¢

PGQP'ei-of Estonian Hetitage -

Linda Ojjaakar (student) :
Mrs. Ojjaaker (housewife)
Mrs. Valdasaar (housewife) . ‘.

L

People of Laivian Heritage :

Mrs. Inta Judovics (teacher) _

t .
‘r

The Project PET team of the Alexis I. du Pont High School consisted of the following péople:-

? >

? : : - . Student Participants .
. : Scott Ashwell . N
Dewayne Cottingham :
" Geoff Davis ‘»

Glenn Gorman
Robert Heldt

.

- Andrea Loux

. Michael Petty

. : Teacher Coordinators
Carol Kipp

Epg.lish Language Arts .

. Sue Murphy , -
. . Social Studies

&t

. -fascinating apecdotes, but his whole attitude
about himself, the project, and the community, .

b

-
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MUSIC AND 'MRS. VALDASAAR

Mrchael Petty )

The smallest and northem-most of tke Baltrg
tates is Estonia. About the.size of Denmark, it
covers 17,370 fuare miles. The capitol and ma-
jor seaport of Estonia is Tallinn. Beyond the City
altinn- are the farms and pastures. Most of
the land in. the southeast portios of-Estonia is
hilly. Estoma has many lakes, streams and mar-
shes.

The Esths or Estonians, are blohd haired peo-
ple related to the Finns. Their language is muth
like Finnish, which is Mongolian and not Euro-
pean in its origins.

.\ On the outskirts of Tallinn, on a small farm,

lived a middie class family named Parve, with a
very talented daughter. As she grew and matur-
ed, she moved out of the household to Sweden
where she stayed for a couple of years before
moving to Canada. While touring through. Swe-
den and Canada, Mrs. Valdasaar acquired a

talent for singing. She received her vpcal train-

ing frbm a well-known Estonian music teacher
named Helmi Betlem..From there she attended
the New York College of Music and the Manhat-

tan Schoo! of Music. Presently she is studying

with a distinguished musiciah name Herta

/

‘Glass. Mrs \‘aldasaar is an interpreter of Finnish
and Estonian songs, with an emphasis on au-
thentic folk music. Mrs. Valdasaar recently at-
terrded an Estonfan festival in Canada. When we
interviewed her, this lady seemed very “out-
~going and confident about her work. She told us
much about Estonian music and the culture of
her people. Most of all, she stressed music. That
is her life story. she sings and talks about
music.

. Mrs. Valdasaar engages in different musical
fastivals all around the world and wherever she
goes, she collects instruments. At her home,
she has many different types of kannels stan-
dihg end to end. One is 5'2" with & base of

- wood. The strings, extending from the tip of the

¥ ) Estonian instrument played by Mrs. Valdasaar .

I]

kannel to the bottom, ard made of horse hair.
Near the base there is a pig's bladder which is
shaped like a bubble. The pig's bladder is skinn-
ed and set to dry. It is then washed, blown up
and ashes are kept around it so it may stay
moist. The kannel is a basic folk music instru-
ment with a deep .resonant sound like a kettie
drum. '




The Estonians are making an effert at keeping
up their traditions and tanguage. They are doing .
this by setting up camps that teach the Estonian
children the language and some of their tradi: -

-tions -while tetting the children make new friends

* -and havef some fun too.

These camps are found only in Ca}tada and

. Lakewood, New Jersey. They last ten -days and

are held in the middle of the summer. The fi_rst
few days they are there they learn folk dances

‘and creative arts. As the week progresses, they

léarn new songs, write stories in the Estonian
language and at night they have a.camp fire. At
these camg fires they sing songs, do skits call-
ed /okke nalid and have a lot of fun. ~
Near the end. of the week they have different
kinds of competitions. Oné- type of competition ..

- Is the sports day which includes track and field

~

., S
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A MRS INTA JUDOVICS

" ESTONIAN CAMPS - - ..

‘ Glenn Gorman - -

.where one can win ribbons and trophies. There

is also a game called metsamong which means

woods game or a game in the woods. They travel
through trails, cross creeks and walk around
ponds with a certain amount of time tp get to a’
stop. At every stop there is an area or.a station

where you have to answer questions, name dif-

ferent Estonian tools or terms, write a short

story and do many -activities in the water.

Rl

At the very end of the. ten days they have a - N

presentation for their parents and anyone else
that wants to- see it. To conclude their stay at
the camp, they do the dances they have learned, .
show the things they have made ‘and.decorate °
their tents fdr .the people to see. They are also
given the awards they have earned during the
past ten days . )

Glenn Gorman

-

it didn't take long for me to find out that Mrs.

" Inta Jydovics considered herself and her family

lucky to be able to avoid the Russians. It was
the train which started edst of Latvia and ran to-
wards Russia to pick up people to put into their
concentration camps that  she desperately
_wanted to avoid. Her father had heard the news
“and gathered the family together and fled to the
‘Baitic Sea where a ship was waiting for all the
fleeing families.

When—the Latvians arrived in the Unt'ted

"States, they tried to stay close together so tradi-

tions would be easier to maintain. They also had
many occasions to get together hoping to have .

marriages within the group so, their traditions

would be upheld. There was even a sort of fear

| among the immigrants that all the traditions’

they had -worked so hard at maintaining would
be forgotten by their children.

Some of the Latvian holidays are much like
ours. For instance, November 18 was once like,

. our July 4. Now that Russia has taken over the

coyntry, this day has turned intd a day of mourn-
ing. They also have St. John's Day ‘or Mid-
‘Summer's Day which is celebrated on a Satur-
day. Everybody gqoes outside to listen to big
bands They also have picnics and at nrght they

light up a big bonfire. This holiday starfs at 6:00
on Friday night and lasts the rest of the week- -

end. “We sing ‘til about 6:00 in. the moming;
then sleep outside while the yeungsters go to

the beech it's like a Latviar Woodstock every

year."

The Latvians recognize birthdays and name- ’
days. Your- nameday-is a public event and any-
body can step-by your house expecting some-
thing to eat. This'day was usualiy-a feast Hay for
the saint whose name you held. On your birth-
day, only close friends and relafives come. For

for our birthdays, but in Latvia for your birthday
a big_pretzel is magle for you out of raisin bread.
When Latvians cejebrate Easter they do not
havet egg hunts, but do paint the eggs. Mrs.
Judovics said, “In the old country the girls
would paint the eggs then on Easter ‘morn-
ing the men would go/out and hang big.swings -
from huge trees. Thep the ‘guy-would askthe girl
if she wanted to.bé- pushed on, the swing. He
would put.het on there and start to push her
higher and higher until she provae him
an egg. All the guys tried to lect as many
eggs as they could.” -

.

Mrs.Judovrcs also told me that reﬁgrcm was
\ . : /.

-

o, . .
.‘!2 .. %

. your name-day you usually get a cake as we do
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- not & major *part of their herﬁ&ge Their are
Lutheran by tr&Mition, but she says they are very -
different fron ‘the Amgrican tutheran. “I don't
know how=much the regligion part of it plays, but
it is the easiest way to get people toget
it's something they. belong to and fee

push-to be active in it."”

a-little

4
L)

try and her traditions, l found that it was no
fonger just one of those smail countries “over
-there’’ but a country with a lot of interesting. #
traditions. It was also full of happy . people
always, looking for something fun to do, or at
least fhat is the way they were up until the
béginning of Wortd War Il when the Russians «

te

' views we gained more than information about

~ After talkirg to Mrs. Judowcs about her coun- .

. ter celebration to which people bring food fo be
Jblessed. One particular mqnthly activity that has

.visit. Mrs..Marroni told members of the center

. at the St. Hedwig's Senior Center.

.. toolk control of the country named Latvia. .- |

- . ~ .
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SAINT HEDWIG’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH" .

Scott Ashwell . . . _

St. Hedwig's Qhurch, ,located in Hedgeville is . SR
the center of Wilmington's Polish Community. In . '
addition to weekly masses, St. Hedwrg S spon-
sors many activities. Annual events include a
Christmas party with a-special meal, ahd an Eas-

a good tumout is the polka dance. Dance les-
sons for the polka @sually are given weekly at -
St. Hedwigs. . -« - ,

Activities for senior c{tszens are held daily.
Most of the people who attend these -activities -
have lived in the community for many years and’ ’
are first-generation immigrants. '

One group contacted Mis. Betty Marroni, Pro-,
gram Director for the Senior Center, to arrange a

about our project ‘and arranged for us to talk
with m‘erested persons.

When we arrived, our group was welcomed en-
thusiastically. After a short chat, everyone sat
down for a nice hot lunch, whiagh is served daily

After lunch, a friendly competitive game of
,bingo was enjoyed by all. After the bingo game,
it was time for the interviews. During these inter-

the individual and his life, we began to gee just
how the Polish community in pe!aware ;a'vc‘ﬂved
around the church.

.During our visit to St. Hedwig's, our grou
learned about a few things. that we had not plan
ned. We found that the church was very enthusi-
astic about our project and was willing to help .
in any way. Father Gardocki, the pastor, was
even willing to put an announcement in the

* SL. Hedwig’s Steeple

_ E . | 13
‘13 o :

' .



\ church bulletin distributed al the masses. We

\also learned that aithoygh many of its activities
are Polish-oriented, St. Hedwig's activities are

—

B e .

oﬁen to everyone. The senior ‘center \Is a fan-
tastlc addition to the community

THERE AND HERE - * .

1] _:‘

{ . :
JLife in Polahd in the early 1900’s was fairly

simple. “We made a goadiving, but we had just

&nough to live, that's all!”
. This is how life was in a Polish village named
" Tsz Dziadtra where Henng.Clbomwskl grew up
d-uring-lhq
was a medium sized vilfage that was very pros-
perous. Industry in the village consisted of a
sugar refinery, a distillery and a brewery. It was

in these plantshat the villagers worked during

the winter. During the summer everyone worked
_ in.the fields. Mr. Ciborowski recalls, “| went te
‘the fieids sometimes to help my mother, but |

qften found .the ‘work too hard and the sun too

hot, so I'd stop * | was really young you know."

.For many people, however, this type of, life
just wasn't: good enough. Rumors were that a
.’i .‘ . “__1

early part of the century. Tsz Dziadtra -

*

. Streets were n

. Scott Ashwell

(better Iie coyld be found in the United States,
.80 people decdided to-emigrate from Poland.

“The main' reason we immlgfated was because,

there was a better opponunlty here (in,the U.S.) <

than thers (in Poland) .

Upon arriving, immlgrants to the u.s. found :

that the rumors were :just that - rumors! The
paved with gold, and if a job

could be found, they were discriminated against .

by being given tedious, low- -paying jobs.

“l worked twelve hours a day for forty dollars

a month),” Mr. Ciborowski stated.
Yet, many immigrants stayed behind their de-

cision to\immigrate here. As Mr. Ciborowski -

says . . “by doing it, it was the best thing that
aver habpened tous!” | ,~

.

v
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OVERVIEW CLAUDE TRAFFAS AND JOSEPH

Claude and Joseph have both come. from

Poland, the only difference being. that one had

“lived there before World War Il and the other
after-the ravages of the war. '

Like most immigrants, they came in s,earch of .

peace and a new way of life. They have both

Become active members of the community. The -
society of today would not be. the same if it~

were not for the waves of immlgrants that came
over to the United States to help America grow
and mellow with the mixture of many cultures.
We are truly the melting pot of all nations. We

- may have reaped many profits and had many fail-
' ures, but the profits of all hava far outreached

the fallures of society. .

CLAUDE TRAFFAS

Claude Traffas grew up before World War Il in
Posnine, a large city in Poland. Growing up like
most children, he played games that were: Com-
mon in his area. Of these games, soccer was the
most popular. Soccer is also very -popular
throughout the world. It was played by aimost
every boy his age. With so few radios, when a
national game was_being played, those who had
radios would put them in a window so everyone

- near could enjoy the game. Even today, when a

national game of soccer is being played, it is im-
possible to get service in a restaurant because
everyone is in the back vmh a small television
walchlng the game :

Claude remembers the holidays he celebrated
growing up with his- family. Christmas in his

-family’s house was celebrated Starting with the

sighting of the first star. The meal consisted of
twelve dishes. It was a time of fasting, so they
were meatiess. There would also be straw plac-
ed under the tablecloth to symbolize the straw

~in Christ's manger. There would be an extra

place set at the table for the Visitor (Christ) who
might show up. This dinner place is more sym-
bolic and rarely used by an actual person.

It was the time of Advent in which there
would be gift giving. After the meal the Gwiaz
dor, or Santa Claus, would come and give the

i S '
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Jpresents to the family., A family friend usually

was the Gwiazdor. It should be mentioned there
was no gift exchange betweef the family, but
only from the Gwiazdor to the members of the
family. Th& processiona of gift giving also involy-

ed ‘a period of questioning by the Gwiazdor-to
' the person receiving the giﬂ to-ensure. the per- ‘

son was worthy of the gift.
The holiday after Christmas] was’ the New

Year. It is celgbrated in much tje same way we -

g of water onto the
opposne sex.\ his coyld go as far as dumping a
bucket of wate\on a\gerson in the more rural

areas to being awakened by your flancee wnh-

water, usually under strict supervislon by the

mother. This sprinkling of water symbolized the:

‘coming of spring. Claude’'s wife, who grew up in
Youngstown, Ohio, *is also of Polish descent,

and carried out the same traditiobn. The only dif- .
" ference in her area bging that the girls of the
community couldn’t reciprocate and sprinkle the |

boys in return._ : e g

in eaflie rs, "Claude -recalls a’ tradmon
which in king birch tree twigs. chasing

the girls ting them on the back of the

legs. This tr'éqmon was eventually phased out by

the rise of Polish Nationalism.

May third of every year was the celebration of

Constitution Ddy. Their constitution was very
similar to our Constitution, However, after the
war, a new government was installed, and there-
fore a new constitution. Today'. the Sociallst
World May -Day is celebrated on May first,
stead of Constitution Day.

During the fall there was Harvest Day, which
was called Dozynki. t was not recognized as a
national holiday, but was: celebrated locally. The
crops were taken in, and a celebration was hefd
to show their thankfulness for the crop Today,
as then, there is parading and general celebra-
tion. In the past, the president woufd attend a
region celebration.

The ceremonial giving of sait and bread sym-
bolized there would be enough until the follow-
ing year. This ceremony is still carried out today,

except the bread and salt are given to the -

dignitary attending the affair.

November eleventh was celebrated as Inde-
pendence Day and is similar to our Armistic Day.

In Poland, where the- population was ninety
percent Catholic during the late thirties and ear-
ly forties,- there were many religious holidays
celebrated. Among these were Christmas, Eas-
ter, Ascension,.Holy Mother or Queen ¢f Poland,

)ne was dedicated
the males. A tradi-

.

All Saints Day, All Souls Day and Corpus Christi.
Corpus Christi ‘involved having altars in citizen's
windowl} and doorways. The priests would come
and say Mass at the al in a rich and elabor-
ate procession. This whole celehration was™”a
way of celebrating the holiday, and alsb having a
‘change, in scenery' from - the church. In this
event, the, whole Jfown took part, and it was
always a great celébration. »

There was a Mother's, Day also and Father's
Day.has just recently been celebrated in the fast
few years. Mother's Day was -celebrated with pic-
nics and outings to take her out o,i.zhe home-
and show her the town.

. Most holidays in Poland are now celebrated in

. a very extravagant way. This includes parades,

. folk dancing, singing and produchons put on by

‘nearby schools."

Ouring the winter there was usually a great
deal of #now on the ground. Activities included
sleigh ndes, sledding, ice skating and snow jum-

. ping condests. A farmer would hQok up his .

sleigh and all the children in the area would

‘hook . their individual sleds up to the larger

sleigﬁ They would then go into the country for
the day. ) . .
Claude enjoyed skating as a chilJ ‘but found it
hard without .ice-skates. He had to acquire them
one at a time, as skates were not easy to come

‘by. Therefore, when he did skate he didn‘t have

a matching pair.

So much snow feH that the children devuseq a
jumping game of who could jump the farti@st in-
to the snow bank. Claude remembers selecting a
pile of snow; he ran, jumped, sank into the
snow, and was completely covered up! It was
often very deep snow for a little Boy like §laude.

When Claude was growing up, he saw his rela-

" tives at least once a year. This was before World

War Il 'and cars were "around, but his father
usually borrowed oOr rented a car when traveling.
For short trips, the bicycle or possibly a horse
and buggy were 'used. Most people had bicycles
and had to be skilled if they expected to go far
for the roads at that time were not very smooth.
Most roads used by farmers going to and from
the market were dirt.- In the city, roads were
made with cobblestones. ‘
Claude had a rather troublesome time from
the time he was sixteen yeais old until he was
about twenty-five. The war broke out when he
was sixteen, and throughout the war it. was dif-
ficult to live. At the time the war broke out,
Claude was involved in a progrem sum:lar to our
ROTC. After the Nazis crossed the Polish bord-
ers, Claude joined a nearby military unit and
defended bridges. He quickly grew up, for, while
defending a bridge, half of the boys defending.
the bridge were killed. When one sees thirty of

: o ‘15



his mates killed, he is not a boy ‘any longer.

- - While the war wasg going on, he was cut off
from most of his family ang friends until the war
was over. His father went into the army and was

" senjt to the Russian front. The German borders
wgre not the only part of Poland being armed.

laude’s father, being Chief of Police, was im* * -

_nediately drafted into the army. In Polang, all
policemen were federal employees and acted as
_a feserve for the army. Claude’s father was
known for his ability to catch Germarn spies that
came into ‘Poland; therefore he was wanted by

thé Nazis. Also, the Rissians thought that

because he was a police officer, he was involved

" in arresting Communists, so he was also sought -
by the Russians. Claude's father died in thé war -
in a mass murder at Katrmia which involved -

' 15,000 Poligh officers.
The Nazis then went about seturing Pojand as

an ocqupied part of Germany. The German army -

tried to recruit many citizens from the Polish
- corhmunities. This was carried out by the follow-"
ing reéasohing: -1) you are réally living on German
sojl, therefor®, ypu are Gesman; 2) thhn you sign
.these papers . stating you are German; 3) all
youpg men join the Hitler Youth, and. 4) the

“'young ‘men are promptly taken into the army of

Germany. Claude recalls art example of a
.-who'called him saying he was a distarit relative
." A8}t turned out, te mother had signed a paper
and the mdn grew up as a German not as a Polé.
After the Nazi .Army had takeh Poland
physically, they had many prisoners of the
Polish: army. Claude was. one of these. people

.and- w‘fs put in a prisoner ‘of. war camp. Claude"

was yogung and not about to stay in a POW camp
for the duration of the war, so he broke out and
finally got a job working as an assfstant engi-
neer on a train- system., His“job was to shovel
coal into the furnacerof the engine. The under-
ground needed information about train sche-
dules and Claude soon found himself part of the

Polish Resistance. The-trains he worked on car-

.ried troo d materials to the front and so was

a good train
-eleven explosions, some that he knew. were
" coming and some he did not.

Claude was later caught again and sent to an
extermination camp. Their camp was hit by
bombs and the 35,000 inmates scattered
.throughout the countryside. He and eleven other
. men took some German railroad uniforms and

headed up to-the mountains to hide out.They

had.{o"be careful, because it they took off their .
hats, they would easily be recognized as escap- -

ed prisoners. Their heads had a cross shaved on
them.

After eleven days without food, the Amencan
forces liberated them on April 13th. He recover-
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be bombed. Claude experienced ’

_ed In an army field hospital. Only three or four of

his companions survived because they were SQ
weak.

Clayde regained his health and joined the_
Foreign Legion. He the(n worked for the Amen-
can and British Armies and decided to go west.

‘There were ten million othet fefugees with the

same idea so there was great competttton to
leave war-struek Europe.
The refugees ‘had to have a ]ob and a place to

' liye for one year in order to come to,America:
Most - countries *like. Amertca wanted lahorers, )

not inteMectuals to steat the "jobs from the
natives of the country. ' {
Claude had secured a job and a plac'b to stay in

| ‘Australia, but when he'had an offerfor the same -

in America, he went to Youngstown, Ohic. There
was a screening -process of six months in which
he couldn't get sick or fail the. screening pro-’
cess. He came to America on aLiberty Ship. It
took fifteen days in the Liberty Ship, while a

modern ship at'this time would have taken five -

days of travel. While- the Libefty Ship was sailing
to America, there was a violenf storm, in which
they had to bail out the ship.

Gilaude finally made’it to America and saw the -
Statue of Liberty with twenty-five cents .in- his _

pocket. He went by train to Youngstown where
he was further' educated by a young Iady who
later became his wife.

During the war Ciaude receivet!t some of his
education in conspiratorial schools. These were

- secret schools bechuse the Nazis thought the

Palish were subhuman and therefore shouldn’t
get an education. If you were caught getting an

~ education, you were #mgdiately sent to a con-
‘eentration camp. '

When Claude came over to America, his Eng-
lish consisted of two words, “thgnk you" and

“please.” Now [ can safely say .hus vocabulary

has increased.

Claude successfully went through more
schooling in America and is now living com-
fortably in Delaware. v

Claude and his family have gone back to Pol-

and four times. His impressions of the new Pol-‘

and dealt with how well they were able to recon- °

struct almost ait of the areas hit by the war. War-

saw was completely restored after-its almost
total destruction. Today Poland is the second
largest producer of ships and produces finished

- goods to export instead of raw materials.

Claude has had time now to look back and re-
fiect on what made an impression on him when
he came to.America. While still on the ship that

night, when he first came to New York, he saw '

the cars' headlights on the bridges. He had
never seen so many cars. He thought perhaps
someone was playing a_ trick and driving the -cars

g
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back and forth over the bridge. . =
Other little things he noticed included how

| dirty the cities of America were and stili are. The'

cities of Europe are usually much cjganer. Also,
whenever you are in trouble, you tu to the po-
Iice for help and they look after you when you
get in trouble. Claude also saw the Americahs

© were always running everywhere They are al-

/-

‘'ways thinking of how to do every thing faster. The

tepo here was much faster than in the typical

Eufppean city: In' the United Sfates one

_very little documentation. The most you mfgbt""

¥

r\eeded
have was#® driver's license or passport.tOnce '
» Claude was here, he was surprised to find there

was rio one to tell him what to do, when to do it,

“und how to do it.-Here he found you could do, as’

you like within reason. - -
Cl2ude Hhas .accomplished many things ‘and

has had to hurdie .many obstacles. He has done

this with no scars which are immediately notice-

able. My first impression was that he is an up- -

standing'citizen of our community. As we talked, .

my views were reinforced.

The second time | talked with him and hls"

family they were warm and much easrer to ta
to. Claudé’s personality let him speak of his past
and he is putting his war adventures into a beok
which will hopefully be finished in the near fu-
ture. Mrs. Traffas also toek: part in our conversa-
* tions, adding gaity to them. *

" The Traffases provided food and a place to
stay for a girl who was a friend's dayghter. |
came to know her bgcause she was in some of
my classes. Her name was Monika Misiewicz
and she was from Poland. Monika kept to herself
for the most part, until these last few few mon-
ths of schobl, when she grew quite friendly. |
would like to express my gratitude to the Traf-
fases -and Monika for helping to make the PET
Project more worthwhile.

JOSEPH

| had the pleasure.of speaking with a man who
established his values from growing up on a
farm in Poland. We shall call him Joseph, for hé
wishes to remain anonymous. Joseph grew up
near the Baltic Sea. Born in 1901, and havinyj left
Poland in 1926, he knew Poland before the rav-
ages of the second World War. -

Joseph worked on his father's farm, deing
simple chores, forming his set of values at an
early age. These values would carry him through
life as an honest person with a straightforward
approach, and as a hard worker knowmg what he
wanted and how to get it.

“I had to work beginning at age eight, and
every one of my brothers and sisters.had to do

e
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~ ter, Whitsuntide, H

the same. When we were eight years old, we had

_to ‘'do chores, certain chores, not heavy chores.

The chores were -assigned and we had to do
them in addition to school work. -As we grew
older, we got more and more ‘responsibility until
we were complgtely familiar with what went en
on the farm” .

. "I asked him what sort of jobs he would start
off ‘with, picking the eggs up from the
chickens?"”

' :‘,Yes, that,was a good: example Picking fruit,

“washing' dishes; we didn’t have dishwashers in
. those days. We had a large family. We not only

fed the family, we fed the- laborers, ‘those that -

lived on the farm . . (‘somefimes as many as

twenty peoplé to. cook for. We had maids, two or .

three, but the-kids had tg help.”
Joseph lived with three sisters and six broth-

ers. Hé was the oldest, the range in age between .

himself and the youngest being over fifteen
years.

Growing'up in Poland he played a popular-
game called “‘pajant,” an early kind of basebaljaw’
The difference between the two is that there are

only two bases ‘in “palant.” The pitcher would

. toss the- ball, the batter would hit it,then run to

the first base and back. After three outs, con-
sisting ef three strikes, the teams wauld change.

. The most popuiar time of the year. for children

,was the holiday season. The Polish Christmas

was celebrated much like it is in the United

- States, ‘only simpler. Christmas on a.farm was

celebrated by gift giving and singing near the

. Christmas tree. Everyone, including all workers,

would receive a dish of exotic fruits and nuts. In
Poland, as in America, there was a Santa Claus,
but he was called Shrinta Nickola, an equivalent
of Old Saint Nicholas. The food at Christrhas
time was goose, *for in Poland, smoked goose
breast was considered a delicacy.

Other holidays-that were celebrated were Ea$-
est Day and an individual's
Name Day. Eastet was celebrated in the Catholic
tradition, since as many as ninety percent of the
population were Catholic. Another spring holiday
is Whitsuntide. Chicken is usually eaten at this
holiday. It is to celebrate the'coming of spring.
Harvest Day was a fall celebration held usually
after the harvest was in. This holi started
with the last pieces of straw being formed into a
symbolic wreath. Then most of the adults would
celebrate with a large amount of wine and beer
being consumed. -~ *
 Prior to World War ||, birthdays in Poland were
not celebrated. Instead, your Name.Day was

' celebrated.

While Joseph was growing up, he regarded” hrs
father very highly. “The-most important man |
know was my-father. He was a political leader as

_ -

-
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‘well as-a scientific farmer.'He introduced Sd%

just being used heré in America such as p

ing potatoes and harvesting pbtatoes by

chine. He rmported potatoes from China and all

farts of the world, including America. He had all
ids of polatoes. He read il agricultural maga-

zmes and anything science had to offer. He pro-

duced ‘the best horses and cattle. In any exhibit

tific farming in 1805. He used methods that ar?

he always wbn firet grize. This is because he did - .

. ** it scientifically. He hadq fhe best pigs. Qur pigs

in. 1910 were fed by cars on tails, with a folding

" steel trouph. The rails came from the shed

where food was prepared in-large. vats. The vats

were also folding, so they jusf put it in the carnt,
.fitled them, then tyrmed them oyer toethe pigs.
My father was. fantastic.in that way He wanted
to come to America. He would’'have been right
in- his* element, These were ]@t some of the

- things that’ were happening,on our farm in Pol-
and!” / v
- | asked Joseph if he g%\u up on a large farm,

He told me: “Yes, fairly largeytwo thousand
acres. My father was a good manag r& He woke
up at four o'clock in the morning. Sometimes he
rode his horses in the field but he usually walk-
ed. By ten o'clock he had. walked over ten acres,

or at least seen them roughly He knew what,

was going on every day

The farm Joseph grew up on raised rye as its -
‘main crop along with barley, oats, potatoes,
clover and some alfalfa.

Many people living around the: Baltic Sea dis-
liked having a ruler, raimely the Germans. Before
World War [, most of Europe was Germany or

. Austria-Hungary. It was after World War | that

Poland emerged as a nation. This is shown by
Joseph's next comments. =~

“My father never admitted he was part of Ger-
many. He was a leader of the Polish Party in the
Corridor. ﬁ He so-called Polish Corridor was

created aftef World War I. The Western people .+
created thel. Polish Corridor, a narrow strip of

land to thej:sea. 'The Germans we‘re‘ Yery much
against it,
theére were/Polish.”

For most people, there was little time for go-

. ing on long vacations. During the early part of

. feec. a'guest. Guests were alw

the 1900'$, transportatron was kmited to horse
and bug
was to family or very-close Yriends.

‘“Relatives would usually visit on holidays,

because.otherwide they worked. In our home, we
_put up a big feast every time we had relatives.
.The more relatives, the greater the feast. Hospi-

talit¢ is. one of the top traits in Paland. No“one
would throw out a guest. No pegson would not
yS welcomed.
Everyone is very friendly and wvery lavish, and it

18 ! R - ‘
\' - ) (.

T« Joseph: .
The.firs? was whep Peland(wamestablished af-
. ter' World War I. The clisfoms and attitudes

or walking. Thﬁ only trayeling done’
r

< -
is still that way today. | was in Poland for a .
month in the summmer of 1977.” '

Joseph came to America on a scholarship to
get an education. fnce he was established in
his profession, he got married and settled down.
Now, after fifty years of ‘living in the United
States, he has, the opportunity to look back at
hi} life and re?lect : -

[

e United States?"”
had t{wo in"my life.

r first impression of
“I had a rebirth.

was your

_changed remarkably from the German to the Pol-

.rsh side. The Germans' were more mllitaristic,

Poles are mofe congental. Thi s'has always been
so. The Poles are always’ able and hospit-
able. Who ;they invited, whether theywéere
friends or enemies, made no difference en |
switc:hed from a German University;to a . Polish
Uquslty. | féit more at ease | waent ‘under
constant-supervisuon ,

My second rebirth was, of course; coming to
America. In America the most important charac-

teristit was that | ‘'was more personally free. |

.felt like the wofld was befofe me and | could do -,
~* what my potential would- permit me to do. What
- helped me wag my' discipline. Now, in America,
where children are not brought up with as much L

discipline, they will not accomplish as much:. *30-
meone who copes f(om a disciplined way of dife
to America anfl finds all the opportunities open
to him, he knews how to work hard; he applies
himgelf and he can, therefore, achieve. Perhaps

the most important thing in America is the og

this opportunity for self-
as ‘free. but tHere was not

portunity to ‘achiev
réalizaton. Poland
this opportunity.™
This is a fing example of-how a boy from a
farm near Tuchola, Poland can come to America
and grow into an upstanding member of society.
Joseph has seen the opportunity and grasped

it By the horns. He lives a satisted Iifecrwbieﬂ'—\
may not be possible in present-day Polanyl. ,

A

L

- - -

“

nterviewer: ‘“‘YVfien yoy first came over, what - .



' creased more wnth each child. The priest would
collect money on like a punchcard. That was tui-

.~ "“AND TONY GOT A LI¢KIN” >

d

. Geoff Davis and Robert Heldt :

Tony Lazarczyk

A
43
Education in the early nineteen hundreds was
yet another source of probelms for everyone.
Besides the fact fhat it prevented young people
like Tony from working, it also cost money to at-
tend parochial school.*"*The tuition in my time
was, if the parents had one child, seventy-five
cents. If the parents- had two children_ then it
was one dollar and twenty-five cents, and it in-

tion and your books were &xtra.”

Formal schooling lasted until seventh grade.

In those days, middle school was called. elemen-
tary school. High school (if one was attended)
began in the eighth grade. Some went to work at
that time, some to,St. Hedwig's High School,
and others to different schools.. Tuition at that
time for a year at Salesianum was eighty-five

" dollars, that was if\you were fortunate enough to

b& sponsored by a pNest. Those.students foy the .

most part went off to become priests at a school
in Michigan. Tony recalls that when he was a
child most of the priests came from that area.

‘As mentioned. school interfered with employ-
ment and the bringirgehome of bread. However,
exceptions were sometimes made enher by par-
ents or by the government.

“There was a city ordinance, if the parents
were hard -up and you were sixteen, you could
go to work. And down at the employment office
they'd give you four physicals; eye, ear, nose
and all. In our time they- used to call it getting
your working papers. Quit school, you get your

- working papers, get a job in no time; and they

iwork which (for
~ wanted to do.! But there were those.who couldn't
and whose families- didn't meet the city's.re-,

“lunch to my

* used to lie, ksds used to work when they were 14,
qQr-15. My oldest brother he, was 14 when he

went to wopk in 1916-17. | wouldnt be surprised

if most people in the Polish Community owned

- their own homes now ‘because they started
- working so early. They like this netghﬂ)rhood

you know. They. help one another and stlck to-
gether. V2 S
So it was éqi@ble to get-out o school to:

ome crazy - reason)

qunements for being ‘;hard up.” In these cases,

the parents would sogpetimes fake a birth cer-

tmcate in order to get some extra mcome com
ing in.'
Tony's first job was workmg for a tallor in the

.C'ty S -

“When | was thtrteen during the summer, |

got paid fifty cents a week. That was my pay. it .
- was just errand work Yor the tailor. Some people

wouldecome into the shop for their clothes and
some would want  them Yelivered.
words, you Worked for tips. ‘L\ke | used to take a
ighbor. On my {§chool time, when

Il the: Kids .

in other i

school {et ouf at 11:45 the nejghbor would have -

the basket alf ready and | would have to run. The
factory wgg’real close to the house, but | had to
run to bring his lunch and he would glve me a
tip and that was my spending money.” Other
jobs included pitking coal that was unburned

from among piles, then reselling it. Often the:

“whole celiar" would be filled with this coal.

The working situation led to a different social
situation at home. ¥or instance, those members
of the family who were fortunate enough to be
working got to eat first and then they got the
biggest and best of everything. When they were
&ne, then the others Gould come to the table.

en Tony began‘to work’ at the leather factory,
he was allowed to be accepted among adul‘ts. it
was a big step in growing up.

“My first pay -was. thirty-four , dollars\ and»
eighty-five cents. That was my first pay. And
when | brought th y home. my mother says,
‘Pop, how much are We going to give him as
spending money?" - “One dollar.”

“In 1930, one dollar. So anyway, the doliar
didn't last me very fong, and my butigy Bill, he
got five doliars. Well, | couldn’t compare with
him. What the heck, yoy go to the movigs and
you buy yourseif a banaQa split and you're broke
by Sunday.” :

-

The. following week Tony refu;d the dollar,”

saying mopingly that Bill got five and it wasn't
' . . 19
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worth it. End result: Well, let’'s 1ust say that he -
and Bill were together a lot more! - e
. Tony gever went back to school &fter that.

" When fall rolled arodndy the classes were held .
: sans ope Tohy Lazarczyk. It was a good thing,
L - In no time their hodse was paid off and
things were a liftle easier to manage .
_ ajor prquern faced’ by Polish rmmrgrants
e was that of their Jast names Tony, states that a
- 'large numben-ouncomi rtrz ns ghanged thenr
o . nam:es ‘and went to work'u

ing up, there werg many neighborhoods. with
physical ‘boundaries and names. The ones Tony
remembers as having the most impact on him
while growing up were .the Wedgeviile and East-
.. side areas. Tony himself lived in what was called .
"’ .Browntown - '
“That was like enemies, you know We'd go
dancing at their halis and they chased us “out of
there. They- came to our halls and we chased
them .olt. We'8get rough with them, you' know:. 9./\

\pseudonym. A The dances ere thirty-five \cents then. The
'f - “80 shpy'll’ change it far ,d wh e just to get - didn't want the Eastsiders denclng with our gfrts"
1ob' hey were so.trig,htened By. usually t kv 3 andcvice™ yers‘a Like Jealousy* yQm stgy on your
,an | ish name - . . In 1930, when Ftoosevelt was ~ ¢« - side and we'll sty on ours. The Uk nian peo-

ple sfayed away, too. The three way bridge we .
“Vcalled that.“We had names for things.dike the
dance hall was called tHe ‘‘Race Track'' and the:

,etect ,.tt scared everybody because «of ‘socigl
* seclrity: They had to go ‘back to the names to
,get social security. It was a real problem.” Xo - ,

-

this day many of these lmmtgrants have A eri-,

. canized names because of thts ‘o
Names or-not, one fact was clear about. the
Lazarczyk family. it was big. Ten brothers and

- then at ‘the end of the line, two' sisters. With -

numbers like that, it's a wondér that the Lazarc-

"~ zyk family wasn't known as the LARGEczyk fami-

Iytt  ~ 1
“My father had ten stralght boys. Four are one
year and fpur months aparf. Then it got to be

like gradua{ly because the doctor gave my father \,

hell! He saltl, ‘Look, you'd better take it easy on
that lady, you gonna kill her.' My father was a
‘lover! . . . One day he was sitting on the dairy
steps and the milkman came out and he says, ‘|
see you got another’ one coming Tony!’' ‘Yeah,
Constan}i,’ he says, ‘Tony,. I'll tell you what, if
that's a girl, I'll supply you with milk for the rest
of the year.’ And it was a girl, my.sister Sadie

was born. But he kept his promise.”’

When the next ohe was on the way Tonys
father tried the same thing, but the milkman re-
fused. ““No, Tony, you toek me broke Iast year.
You're on your own now.'’

In Wilmington during the time Tony was grow-

-

Tony Lazerczyk and Bob Heldt, St. Hedwig’s Senior Conter
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‘pies, so | Stole Fra

hall we have now was called “The Mosd'."
. For the most‘part, Tony stayed out e{ trouble.
Well . . . as much_ as could be expected for a

. kid in Wilmington. “We skipped school; we got a

lickin'. We go orie fromythe Sister and then oné
from the parents . . stairs without supper.
That wgs our: puni . The working peo-
ple in the house, tak et the best they get the
ie's pies. And | got a lickin'.
| stole his-pie, went down to the <ellar and ate
it."” i .
“Who stole the ple‘7"

- “Tony stole the.pie."” e .

And Tony got a lickin'. ..
~ “And when you wanted seme doughnuts, we
would tell Horse ‘\le had nicknames), we would
tell him to go make out like you want to steal
something. (We had deliveries in those days, you

+So when old man Heeby comes in, he’ll. -

see you.and race you -and we'll get the rest of
the stuff. He'll be the decoy, see, and don't have
nuthin’ except an empty bag. And when-he gets-
caught, he'll show him the empty bag and we’ll
jump the fence and go into the school yard and
start chewing.”

......
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. ‘PROJ ECT SUMMARY
- The P.E. T\Prmec‘t was set ip with two main
ob;ectwes First, to learn about g\e ethnic com- |
munities of'Delaware Second, to'act as a learn- -

P 24

ing experiehte. The segond goal is perhaps the
most impagtant, and fortunately, it was attaiped:"
Although many students difl. not change any

of- their attitudes toward the Slavs because of &

. lack of precdnceived ideas, the group was

impressed,with the pride taken in their Slavc

_heritage. The students, with further study, began’

people*pt \ llmmgton ave a- basic understan- -
) du}g of’ N sy, kindness, and(hpw to lead a
Chnmﬁ‘ AR 7
lndeed * Slavic people feceived us ve<'7well

- received warmly. ,
For sure, many new. relationships were formed

to look bacle"on ir own ‘“‘roots” and have.
_ taken pn é in*them., ne pupil found that the

question about thegitudents” sincerity, we were

and xgte edger to ati:p us. Although there was a

thm the group. Along with thése relatlonshnps
students fp(md that the Slavic teachers. inter-
viewed were people, ratker than just instructors.
Of course; many mtemewmg -and photograph-
ing skills were_ learned, ‘but more importantly,
students learned how to: express themselves

..cohereptly on a one to one basss and in front of

»

large $foups.

Although' it is difficult to assess a pro;ect of
this type, most of the students feit that-the pro-,
ject was an.gxcellent learning and growing ex-
perience. 'Although we discovered many pro-
blems, we found solutions. Perhaps the most im:
por
the kéy to success. /*

.should

them this opportunity. . '

t soricept lemped was that organization is”.

L
B

By conpwsndns >y

T e Suewahy, * '-

" "As project Ieader ofthe Alexis'l team, wé feel'

 responsible for,submitting '@ commentary on the
PET concept. Yes, project$ like PET should be
continued. Rhe concept shouid be shared with
schools throughout the state, the funding,
made available-to interested schools

and th¥t assistance and directioki;xhe ‘Art

er scale. We honestly_ believe this project shouid
be limited to schools or teacherithat have some
vested- intarest in the communfty. Let the stu-

-de‘nts initiate thp next Project PET. The concept
has been launched, the trial has bden complets

ed. If a group gfgstudents in the schools need or
want some k f projett to make th high
school experience more meaningful, then give

- Our only advice to teachers and students laun-
ching a Projeet PET Two is to make time! Under

" no Circ.umstances should the PET students be

involved in after school sports Or be in elected

, Reach staff 'should be included - but §n § small-

offices. The teams should be made up of stu- -

dents that NEED something interesting to do. It
should be for those students’ that have some in-

terest and also some energy to work in school, -
but lack the appropriate activity. Most.of all, the,

project should be dirécted by a teather that has’

some experience in' the ethnic community. The

project will succeed .in tho

encourage students to take t
lar classroom actiyities for enrithment. Students
and teachers that are conc with attending
all classes daily, without exception, will find it
very-difficult to organize and plan a community

high schools that

- project like PET successfully.

e out from regu- .
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Bernie Szuskowski

4 Sandy Williams, Program Coodinator (L), and Betty
Marroni, Direcor (R), of St. Hodwig's Senior Center.
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' The students conducted approximately twenty
interviews in the Amish community west of the
City of Dover. Sites visited included homes,
tarms, schools, carriage shops, blacksmith
shops and one sawmill.

The Project achieved its purpose in that the
students were able to break down communica-
tions barriers between the Amish commuynity
and establish friendships between two distinct

-

.- PROJECT ovsnwsw

-

cuitures. Many false assumptno and miscon-
ceptions wre clarified and it me evident
.that Project PET- student involvement brought
about an inérease in classroom participation and’
learning.” Ope of the objectives of Project PET
was to estliblish rapport between the younger
and older generations in order to appreciate the
. contributiogs of older adults. '
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STUDENT PARTICIPANT%
Anthony Aranilla, Photographef
Alice Maloney, Interviewer g .

Jackie Nicholls, Interview |’
Ange! Valdes, Student Coordinator-
" Gary Wallick, Photographer ;
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TEACHER COORDINATOR
' . Gary R. Cooper, Social Studnes
Department Chalrpersptf
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The road Is about a quarter of a mile in length;

it winds from the main road to a two-story
wooden house. In front of jhe house there is a
large fenced-in area for some of the numErTus
horses. Jowards the back of the house, §-lafoe
barn, two storage areas and a buggy “garage”

may be seen. Looking closely at the house and

- surrounding area, the Keen eye can detect that

the entire faym is self-sufficient. First, there is a
water tank whose water supply comes from the
winpdmill lazily turning above. A large numbér of
Amish farms have windmills. To the side of the
house there is a fairly large garden-containing

tomatoes, corn, lettuce and numerous other ve-

getables. In addition -to these outward signs of
self-sufficiency, when we talked to Noati Yoder,
the owner of the farm, we also learned that he
has his own milk house. However, most of the
miJk products here are soid for. public use, al-
though he does keep some for family consump-
tion. . .

~ During our interview we learned many interest-
ing things concerning the Amish farm, Jarmer,
and the way of life. For example, Mr. Yoder's
barn was rather unique among the ‘Delaware
Amish for one chief reason: on one side of the

barn there is a wide ramp which consists, of a’
mound of soil. This ramp leads into the hayloft

Angel

NOAH YODER:'AN AMISH. FARMER

L}

Valdes -

’

L3

and its purpose is to aid wagons full .of hay into
the haytoft:-Mr. Yoder informed us that this type
of barn with the ramp is a Pennsylvanhia-style
barn and is-not very prevalent séuth of Lancas-

ter,. Pennsylvania. We discovered that the barn -

_ was unquestionably the most versatile building
_on the farm. On the first.fldor were many of the
“-horses and a place to glean and treat them. On

<

the second floor ®f the barn, we discovered .
many dairy cows and calves.. The barg had room

for approximately fifty animals but was only par-

tially full. Under the ramp we unexpectedly

found a small milk house. In the eight by tweive
foot mitk hotse we noticed about twenty bronze

milk containers. However, one of the very inter-

esting uses of the barn was revealed to us as

Gary Wallick and | walked up to the hay loft with

Mr. Yoder. While walking, he said that the hay-

loft of a big Amish barn is sometimes used for
big events to which hundreds of neighbors show

up. Such events might include both happy, joy-
ous or even sad times, namely weddings and fu-
nerals. S '

Across from the barn, Noah Yoder showed us
his buggies. Contrary to olir previous tt}pughts,
these highly-developed buggies are made in Del-
aware. Essentially there are three types, the
standard, the family , and the courting Buggies.

. * Amish bank barn ‘ T .

-~
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The standard and family buggies are just about.

identical except that the latter is large both in
width and length. These twq types of buggies
are both govered for winter protection and have
such modern conveniences as headlights and

~ heaters, both powered by standard car batteries.

The courting buggy is a little different. it has on-
ly oné seat and is not covered. It is used, as the
name indicates, for courting, but it may also be

used for recreational . country rides during the

spring and- summer months.

During our visits to Mr. Yoder, we discovered
both the busy and -hard day of an Amish farmer.
Mr. Yodbr gets up early o do thesearly momning
tasks and in season may go out to do some

plowing. The . plows, which range in size and -

weight, are usually pulled by a team of three

» work horses. " -

"Noah Yoder has a lot- of farming to.do when
one considers the size of his farm. He owns 270
acres, of which about 240 acres are worked. He

- works until noon, eats his lunch and afterward

takes a mid-tay rest period or nap.\n the after- ™

- nodn he.may do more plowing or anything that

" The astonishlng thing aboyt "thi

mught have to be done on the farm. This leads -

him into milking time which s about: 5'00 p.m.
remarkable

“Man was that throughout this and tedious

day, he still had the courtesy and kindness to "

show us around and tell us about himself and

the farm, We are very thankful to Mr. Yoder be-

. Cause during the whole day. we spent with him

we really got to know not only Noah Yoder, tut

the Amish way of life a little better.

t
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A BLAGKSMITH SHOP CONTRAST IN AMISH LIFE

“Wherg the Hoof Meets the Shoe"

More than any of the other interview our visits -

to Neal Hershberger's Blacksmith Shop con-
trasted the old arid the new. As we approached
the shop, located in front of a small one-story
Amish home, we expected to observe a vanish-
ing 19th century occupation. Instead, we observ

2R
Q

[

O Angel Valdes

. ed a man who Iived and worked in an environ-

e

.
t

C

ment highlighted by both old and new ways. '
As the wooden door to the shop swung open,
we immediately noticed the tools of his trade:

“anvil, hearth, and assorted mallets and hamfers.

However, contrary to our image from television,

we observed a great many modern tools hanging,
from the thick wooden beams which supported
the shop. Most not:ceebly this Amish smith had.

~a huge generator-run power--drill hanging from

the ceiling, which he used to drill holes in metal

- rims.

Rims of wheels are gt a huge part of Mr.
Hershberger's work. Years ago, he stated, he us-
ed to shoe horses and do major structural re-
pairs to buggies. Now, semi- retlred and-with the
many new earriage shops now opening, his work
is limited to wheel, spoke and rim repair and
shoeing horses.

Mr. Hershberger is a product of the two con- '

flicting worlds in which he lives and works. A
man. in his later sixties, he seemed more open
and uninhibited toward us than many of his reli-
gious counterparts. We later found out that Mr.
Hershberger had been exposed to the “outside
world” during World War Il when he served his
country while working with the University of Del-
aware Agricultural Depariment.

I3
ORY |

This, explains -
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why he séemed’very anxious to shew as, outsid- .
+ers at first, the many interesting skms of his
' trade. :
- However, as much exposure as th:s small,

strong-armed smith had with the outside world,

‘he still was one-hundred percent a community
man. He has the unofficial role of keeping track
* of births, deaths and general population figures.

He also was the “ungfficial’. contact between

- . .

Amlsh Ntckm shop -

.
A 3
K.

the Amislf commmunity and that of 20th centmy

the six months we worked on this project. Every.

- America. We found this_expecialy true threugh '

time we followed up a lead on a possible” inter- -

view, someone would ask, “Did you talk to :Mr.

'Hershberger?” -

Now that the project ‘is énding for this yeal’r
we hope to meet many more. fine Amish people
like Neal Hershberger in the future i

-

T THE CARRIAGE shop -

Angel Valdes .

- On our last major visit to the Amis'r; communi- .
ty, we ‘had in our minds to find out how an
Amish buggy is built, where they are construct-

ed, and the approximate cost. We made our con-
_ tact with  the carriage builder and we were set.

Unfortunately, during our particular interviews at
the carriage shop (three total) the carriage maker
was not there begcause he was in the process of
moving his shop to a bigger place a couple of

" miles away. However, we did tdlk to a young ‘and

extremely helpful man’ of about nineteen years
of age. He was interesting to us, not only be-
«tause of the information he provided, but also

because he was the only person under thirty that -

had been interviewed.
‘This Amish teenager lived fike rnost teenagers
except that he seemed more mature than others

-
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of the same age. We discovered that around this .
age many young Amish men have miore respon-

sibilities than people in other ethnic groups.
'"The carriage shop itself was ‘much like Mr.
Hershberger's blacksmith shop; & contrast of the
old and new. There were many old and tradition-
al tools necessary for the trade, like a-handmade
table used to align the spokes with the outer rim

“of the wheels. Some of the modern tools includ-
ed numerous electric drills and saws. -jt should

‘be noted here that the Amish are allowed to'use -

electric conveniences (e.g. tools, cars, etc.) if
the work cannot be efiectively performed by
hand or animal power.

The power supply for the shop came from a

very-fine electric motor in a separate room. This.

notor not only powered tools, but' also powered

3
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a special elevator that is used to lift the finished .

buggies Up 0 the second floor for painting.
~ Another use for the motor was to operate a
number of fans located throughout the shop.

- There are basically three types of Amish bug-

gles the standard, the family, and the' » codrting
. ‘buggy. AH three are made here. The buggy re-

quires no special type of wood; the wood used
just has.to be fairly hard. As for the protection

..against wind, rain and snow, a few coats of

-

L]

Many of the newer models have adjustable seats
tor accommodate varying numbers and sizes of
people. It is even possible to arrange the back

can sleep on long joumeys :

A typical Amish buggy will cost in the neigh-
borhood of $1300 and has an approxlmate dura-
tion of twenty years without needing major re-

pairs.

The sawmill was much like the other shops
we had visited in thaf there was a marked con-
trast between the old and the modern. The mill
ftsplf is One large area that is divided into
several smaller areas that serve their specific
purpose such as sawing, stacking, and other mill
operations..

Most of- the heavy sawing was done by engy-

' fnous cjrcular saws. Saws, like those at the car- '

riage shop,. were powered by & motor, but this
one was larger. The loading of the*wood onto
the wagons was achieved primarily by a huge
crane. This crane would take the previously
stacked piles of wood and ptace them on a
wagon.

Most of the wood came from local forests and
was sawed. for specific demands according to
whether it was for building houses farms or
.fences. -

One the tryly amazing features about the

: sawmm.w‘af the efficieqcy with which every pra- _

Q

. THE SAWMILL

s : ) Angel Valdes

cess was cartied out with only timited machin-

1 ery.

Ahieh sewmili

-paiht'are é'pplle.dA as well. as a viny! _cbmring; '

. seats in some like a.bed so thaf young children

e



. "~ PROJECT SUMMARY

Before we started this project, all of us had
- many misconceptions and stereotypes of Amish
people. To us they were a highly religious peo-
ple who lived a strange life. However, as we
" spent time with such good and kind people our
attitudes changed drastically. We found that the
Amish are much the same as agy group. They
laugh, joke and get frustrated over life’s situa-
tions. We found that they shun the outside
worid because they do-not like to be viewed as
an experiment or as tourist attractions.

At first, and understandably so, the Amish
.people' viewed our work as another attempt by

~ -

{

ple to emphasize this is that Mr. Yoder gave us
an open invitation anytime we wished to visit his
farm in the future.

In our interviews we were exposed :{o many
skills and crafts practiced by the Amish people.
As a matter of fact, their whole livalihood de-.
pends on these skills. We learnéd a little about
19th century farming, smithing, carriage making,

Yneat cutting, and metal working. Although we

cannot say we could duplicate these skills, we
' have learned to appreciate the expertise that
goes into them.

Our project team spoke on two separate occa- ¢

A

. Amish homestesd

outsiders to exploit their way of life. However,
as we asked serious questions and listened im-

~tently, the barriers broke down. At the end of

this project we were sure we were viewed as
friends taking a deep interest in their way of life.

One of the positive aspects of this project
was the cooperdtive spirit .developed between
ourselves and the many adults with whom we
came in contact. Not only did we earn the trust
of our coordinator and principal at school but
aiso of tha many fine Amish adults. We had. the
feeling that these people viewed us as hard
working, responsible young people. One exam-

»

<y

sions. The firdt was a ndeting of the Holy Cross
Parent-Teacher Guild (PTG). We spoke about the
project and interviewing techniques in general.
There were approximately one hundred parents
and teachers in attendance at this meeting.

Our second presentation was a seminar spon-
sored by the Delaware Humanities Forum. Mr.
Alan Clarke of Wesley College was our guesi

- speaker. Approximately twentyfwe people at-

tended this seminar. .
By the end of the project, the Amish people
accepted us as friends rather than outsiders.. ~
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PROJ ECT OVERVIEW

Cindy Demo

n September of 1977 -our Humanmes teacher,

. Mr. Charles Johnson, asked gur class if anyone °

would be interested in-doing a special project
..concermed with ethnic studies. At first, as: you

.. might expect, we were not quite sure what it

was all about, but it appeared that it could be
fun ahd interesting and also a way to get out of
classes. We soon discovered that it would be a

lot of hard work. However, the learning arid the -

making of new friends would more than offset

the difficult work required .
We chose the Pakistani up because Mr.
- Johnson, our advisor and teacher, was a col-

$

l

. league and friend of Dr. llyas. llyas dnd his fami-

ly begame our good friends.as well. Dr. Igbal,
Mr. Igbal, Dr. llyas, and their families must share
the success of this project with * us. We could
not have accomplished gur goalsmithopt the co-

‘ operation of all who pasticipated in the study.

This project was a learning experience for all -
of us. We came away from it with many, new
friends and a whole group of people whom we

ght never have met. These people shared with

their rich cylture and we are grateful to them
for this.

STUDENT PARTICIPANTS
Cindy Demo -
’ Jamie Hassert .
Linda Hammed '
Lisa Kanick "
Missy Morris.

% | _ TEACHER COORDINATORS
3

" Charles Johnson, English Language Arts
. . Ray Higgins, Social Studies '




THE HISTORY OF PAKISTAN

Lisa Kanick : 1

When we began reséarching the culture of
Pakistan, we knew little about the country and
even less about the people. We began our pro-
ject-by exploring general information about the
country and its progress throughiout its ‘brief
history 3 The information we found allowed us to
more easily understand the influence the coun-

" try has on the lives of its people.

Pakistan is quite different from most other na-
tions in that it ns divided into two regions which
are separated by India. The provinces of East

and West Pakistan have dramatic contrasts in,

language and customs but are bound by the
common.faith of Istam. - .

——

-, ) ‘
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West Pakistan is located on the northwest_'

coast of India and is bordered on the west by
iran. and on the north by Afghanistan. The Ara-
bian Sea lies on the south coast. West Pakistan
contains the famoux ‘Khyber Pass and the
ranges of Hindu Kush along with the Sulaiman
mountains. To the northeast lies the Himalaya
mountain range. The Indus River flows from
these mountains and waters the fertile plains of
the Pun;ab region. It then empties into the Ara-
bian Sea. West Pakistan is mostly mountainous
and contains fertile plains as well as desert
area.

East Pakistan is a much different sort of land.

it is now renamed Bangladesh. The province is.

bounded on the north, east, and west by India.

On the south coast is the*Bay of Bengal. Burma

borders the southeast. Most of East Pakistan
lies near sea level. It is a semitropical country
with frat plaing which are covered with groves of
bamboo, mandgo and coconut palms. There are
also large marshes and forests containing bears,
tigers and leopards.

<o

Bangladesh has two major rivers, the Ganges
and the Brahmaputra. They are ‘very important
because they are used for transportation as well .
as irrigation. e

" -Among thé nations of the world, Pakistan

ranks fifth in populatuon following the United
States. It covers an area about the size of Texas,
lllinois, and New York combined, but the popula-
tion is three timas the combined total popula-
tion of these states.

The largest and most important city.of Pakis-
tan is Karachi, a major port. The capital has
been relocated several times. It was first in
Karaehi, then later moved te Rawalpindi. The

‘present capital is Islamabad. West Pakistan has

its capital in Lahore which is the cultural center
of the nation. Dacca, known as “the city of mos-
ques and muslims,” is the capital of Bangladesh
or East Pakistan.

Pakistan contains a sharp .contrast of tand fea-

' tures ranging.from hot, dry-deserts to snow cov-

ered mountains and rolling plains of fertile soil.

ns' fertile soil is the major resource of Pakistan
and the .majority of the people are farmers.
About one-half of the land under gultivation is
planted with wheat or rice. East Pakistan sup-

.plies the world with about eighty percent of the

jute used for production. Aimost ail the, farming
is done by hand or with simple tools and many

.-farmers use a wooden plow pulied by oxen.

Pakistan includes many different races which

-have entered from the Northwest Frontier. Peo-

.

ple from India, Siberia and Arabia are just a few
of the hewcomers to the couniry. The result of
this has been a variaty of language, food, habits,
customs and physical appearance.

The most popular languages spoken are Urdu, .
Bengali, Push tu, Sindhi and Punjgbi. The na
tional languages are Urdu and Bengali. )

The government of ‘Pakistan has given educa
tion a high priority. and an improvement is being
Xugm in the quality of education at all levels. *

e government is interested in educating the
young peopie so they will be capable of working
at a job while contributing to the prosperity of
the country. A strong effort is being made to

' wipe out illiteracy in- Pakistan. The ntmber of

children attending schoofl is now more than dou-
ble th& amount in the 1950's. To accommodate
the children, a large number of primary schools
are being built annually. University attendance’ ig
also increasing. At the time of separation, Pakis-
tan had only three unlversntles 1t now has thir-

teen.
Paklstan has a rich and excmng history. The

P . © 33
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-ﬁrét, Moslems to'c'dme to india were th:b;abs-. :

In 700 A.D. they invaded the northwest area of
what is.now Pakistan. Other  invaders had
adopted Hindu ways and customs, but the Mos-
_ lems maintained their separate cuiture.

- In the 1930's, the Moslems began a movement
to create a free country of their own in the sub-

“continent of India. The movement was headed -

. by Mohammed Ali Jinnah, the president of the
Moslem League in India. He is recognized as the
founder of Pakistan. The Dominion of Pakistan
was created on August 14, 1947 with Jinngh as
the first governor general.

in 1933 Moslem students in Great Britain
made up the name “‘Pakistan.” It was derived

_ from the first letter of each of the following pro- -
. vinces or terms: Punjab, Afghan (the northwest

~ frontier province), Kashmir, Islam, and- Sing.
later learned from Mr. Shah, the head of the
- education department of the Pakistani Embassy,
“that the “I" In Pakistan stands for Islam. =~
In 1965, Pakistan changed.its status in the
British Commonwealth from a dominion to a re-
public. The country adopted a new caonstitution
which stressed thé country's beliefs T Moslem

~ teachings. The constitution calls - for a Moslem

to be the head of state. Under the constitution,
the federal government of Pakistan is somewhat
like the government of the United States.

Pakistan is divided into two provinces each with .

its own governor, ministry and legislature with
certain powers reserved for the national govern-
ment. The National and Provincial Assemblies

" elect the president and the president appoiots &

. prime minister and a cabinet from the | rship
-part. The voting age in Pakistan is twenty
Through helpful conversations with fany’peo-~

ple, we have learned about both East and West

Pakistan. East Pakistan, which hds been known

“+
Fo

~ as Bangladesh slnbe 1971, and West Pakistan -

had many disagreements. These dlsagreemants,
wore the bdsis of the Civil War which resulted
in the splitting up of Pakistan and the independ-
ence of Bangladesh. The Civil War caused ruch
heartache and mixed emotiofis between the peo-
-ple of Bangladesh and Pakistan. To some people
we have spoken with, this topic is still one of

* ° great concem. - Even though there are mixed

emotions regarding the Civit War and “its out--

come, the people we have spoken with have no

feelings toward each other. They have,ac-

ted the past and have great hopes for the
future for both Pakistan and Bangladesh.

WASHINGTON HOSPITALITY - PAKISTANI STYLE

. - - Cindy Demo

We left the Wilmmgton train station for Wash-
ington early on a cold and snowy January day.
The purpose of our trip was to talk to some of
. the people in the Pakistani Embassy and to visit
a mosque in Washington. First, there was a mix-
up with the tickets which gave us doubts as to
whether we could éfen get to Washington.
Things just did not seem to be going our way,
and the events of the morning had left us in an
unfriendly mood.

When we finally located the embassy, | do not
" think any was prepared for the reception we

-

MMLMK“&MHMF&M mbas-

i sy, Washington, D.C.
Ty



-

- - mmm Emuassy -
received. We were met at the door and ushered
up the steps to’ Mr. Shah's office. Mr. Shah is
the head of the Pakistani-Embasgy's Office of
Education. We were grateful to ytor the time

he and his associates spend answering endless
questions we'had on the cultu f Pakistan. |

was amazed at.the amount of time they wouid
dévote to a group ot high school students from
Delaware

After we were setved cookies and sodas we - :

asked if they could direct us to Washington's

famous mosque. At" the door to the mosque.

were shelves t8 deposit one’'s shoes. We walked
in, and immediately there were ‘oohs” and
“ahs” from everyone. Handpainted tiles com-
pletely covered the walls. Persian rugs woven

with. intricate désigns covered the floor. in.the

center of the ceiling was a magnjficent golden
chandelier .with stained glass windows surround-

'ing it. The stairway used by the priest was made

of inlaid and intgicately carved wood.
We went into the office of the mosque to ask

“if anyone knew of any Pakistani or Indian res;

. sources. As an active leader of the peopl

taurants. We wanted to get our ﬁrst taste of -this

cuisine. -
One Pakistani man proqeeded to give us diyec-

tions to an Indian restaurant, but ended up

ing he would take us there. All five of us climtr

-
-

tshmlccmmm'nhim nc

-ed into his Volkswagen stetton-wegon along

with his brother and hinis It was a tight fit as we
drove madly around the azreets of Washington. .
He left us with .an invitation to spend the
night at the hotel where he was assistant man-
ager. We were dumbfounded at the generasity of.

" these people to strangers. The rest of our meet-

ings with strangers were a big disappointment
that day. It is a shame that more people cannot
learn trlendtiness ang generosity as the Pakis-
tanis prattice it ‘everyday. Our gloomy, snowy

. 'day wds brightened by these people and their

cheerfulness was passed on to us.
Hospitality was one characteristic of the Pak-
istani people that we had- never realized existed )
until. we' went to Washington. In their cutture
hospitality is given greater emphasis than in..
most other Aduitures., Everyone shouid have a

» -chance to sample this kind ot hospitality.

|

DR. SHEIK MOHAMMED IQBAL.

Jamie Hassert

Dr. Sheik Mgiaaimmed Iqbal was one of Dickin-
son High School's Project PET most valuable re-
of the
Islamic faith in Delaware, bis insights intg this’

‘religion allowed us to futher understand and ap-

preciate it. -

o

Dr. Igbal was previously a telecommunications
engineer. He left West Pakistan to further his
education in California. After he graduated, he
received an offer to become a criminal psychdlo-
gist in Delaware.

Aniving in Delaware in May 1973, he touhd

35
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that there wene ‘no organizatlons for people of
the Islamic faith. Since he was a religious man,
he founded the “Islamic Society of Delaware” to
unify the Muslims in this area. As there are no
mosques in the area in which to worship, Dr. Ig-
bal, his family, and friends hold private services
in their homes. _ , :
The native language of Dr. Igbal is Urdu. How-
ever, he can also understand and speak Arabic
Persian, Hindi, and of course, English, s
Dr. igbal devotes most of his time to - his
career and the 4slamic Society of Delaware, but
he finds tim& to practice photography and raise
his children. He believes that chiidren must be
shown the virtues of religion.
, - He was an invaluable resource in our study of
/ . the Pakistani culture and the lslamic religlon

« , ‘ and to him, We are very grateful.

’ - ¥ — - - )
- N

 Dr. igbal and ts wip explain fstamic religion.

¥ ' . : 66 y . L ‘ .
3 RAZ’ - ' .y
. . " . * Melissa Morris o C
~ His name is Hazan Rezaur Rahim, but to the
slow and lazy tongued Americans, he is ‘‘Raz.”
The members of the Dickinson Project PET team
~ met Raz through the Foreign.Student Exchange
at the University of Delaware: His “bright smrle
put us at ease instantly. .

Raz spent the first seventeen years of his life
in Pgkistan. He has been an invaluable resource
to the members of the Project PET team
throughout the course of this project because =
he brought us an insight into the customs and
culture of the youth of Pakistan.

L “Pakistan is a country mled with many ex-

iting and exotic customs’ Raz ‘stated. “‘The
"people of Pakistan, in order to break the mono- :
tony of daily-{fe. and to add glamour and mean- "+
ing to their exigtence, mark the many stages of
thei lives with elebipdtions.”

One of the first and most important cecemon
ies in the life of the Pakistani is the Azan. When
a child is just a few hours old, the Azan is per-
formed. The traditional Islamic call to prayer i5
whispered in"the baby's’ ear by his grandfather.
The grandfather also has the role of naming the
baby. In many regions the baby’'s eyes are lined
with kajal and surman and a surma dot is placed
on the infant'c forehead to ward off the evil eye.

There are a#tso many traditions which center

L)

Hazah Rezaur Rahim - Ra.z : .
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around the children and the Qurarl. When a child

is four years, four months, and four days old,

there is a ceremony to mark the reading of the
first-passages of the Quran. There is ‘also a
ceremony to mark the full reading of the Quran.

A major characteristic of all these ceremonies is

the ever-present Quran. A major characteristic of
all these. ceremonies is the everpresent happi-
ness and the stressed importance of youth.
All through these ceremonies there
solemn atmosphere. A more festive ceremony is

is a’

a youth's “‘saaligrah” or birthday. The birthddy,

parties are usually extravagant social affairs
which temain in the child's memory long after
the event is over.

One-of the most important Ceremonies in the

Pakistani culturel_ls the *“roza kushai” which
celebrates the breaking of the first fast. This
ceremony occurs when a child is twelve years
oid. In the Islamic religion, fasting is taken very
‘seriously. If, during your fast, you lie or say an
unkind word to someone, your fast is considered
non-existent and you will not receive any credit
for it. After the rozg kushai, the child is lavishly
vewarded for' his self-denial by a huge feast with
‘all his favorite foods and receives much praise
from all. The reason this ceremony holds so
much importance is that it marks‘the entrance
of the child into the adult world. After thé fast is
completed, one’'s childhood days are over and
the. child is given the responsibility of par-
ticipating in all religious observances. :
The Pakistanis have dozens of celebrations for

the different facets of their lives. For the: gir

who pas§es into adolesence, there is a cere-

mony in which her ears are prtrCed At all these

ceremonies, the poor are not forgotten. Sweets
and other types of food are c,hstnbuted to the
less fortunate. .

Raz's eyes shone as the memories of all these
ceremonies flashed through his mind. All
through our man§ conversations with him, one
main theme was present, that of respect. Re-
‘spect for women, respect for the elderly, respect

for one’s parents and respect for each other."

‘Respect is one virtue that is impressed upon the
youth of Pakistan. .

“Women are special in my country,” said Raz.
“Earfisr on the women didn’'t hiave much choice.
They had to ‘do what their husbands said they
*should do, but that's for their penefit.
country. people put their wive's on pedestals.

They try and do things for them which they think
is the very best. for their benefit. }3ﬁey arrange -

In my ,

marriages in my country Still some people be-.

lieve in these uld tradithions. | d0n t. but | respect

“them.” *
It is this respect for women that the Pakistani
wommunity. holds that makes dating a?, most

1

'}
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Americans know it virtually non-existent. Girls
and boys-seldom go out together socially as
“boyfriend and girlfriend.” For enjoyment the
boys usually go out in groups together and the
girls generally do the same. When talking about
dating, a smile spread over Raz's face. “When |

"was in-Pakistan | could not date Pakistani®girls

and neither could my friends. We had to date
foreign girls, which wasn’t that bad in itself.

" However, as time advances, so does the concept

of the date. Usually a couple nowadays will go
to the movies, on picnics, or to the club or kite

flying, a very popular achvnty But, it's all very in- )

nocent. it's meant to be."
Hospitality is also a major factor in the lsves

of the Pakistanis.. We were.overwhelmed at the -

warmth by which we were received in every
home we visited. Raz told us that in Pakistan
every man was considered your brother and

. whatevér you had, if that man needed it, you

gave it to him whether it be money or reassur-

ance. We had many opportunities to sample this

type of hospitality and this contributed to the
enjoyment of the Project for the PET Team.
Family ties are- also very important in Pakis-
tan. From- the time a child is born, his parents
stdart formjng his\jife so that he wi brought
up with a deep respect .for his elders, for the

Quran, and for life itself.

The extended family pred'ommates in Pakis-
tan, which means that the family unit does not
just consist 'of a mother, father, sisters and
brothers. It consists of grandparents, yncles,

-aunts and cousins all -of which are very close. to
each other. ) ’

Most Pakistani families have four or five child-

ren. Raz was the oldest ghild in his family, and -
he shared his feelings about being the oldest.

with the PET Team. “The eldest child has a very

‘special role. He is expected to live a proper life

and to set a good example for his younger broth-
ers and _sisters,” Sundays and. holidays "are
special days for families. On these days the
families gather to eat, socialize and to have a
good time. The Pakistani family believes in
togetherness. Families always eat dinner to-
gether and family bonds are very strong. The
family name is one of the'most important things
each person possesses. The famlly name is to

‘be honored always. X .

We have gone back to visit Raz several times
since this. interview, 3nd each time we are greet
ed with a warm and friendly ‘smile. Throughoyt

the course of the project we have ‘learned \‘"

great many things.-However, the most important
things we learned were about the many friends
we had made and the individual characteristics
they possessed, which makes Pakistan the land
of Kindness and hospitality.
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MRS, lLYAS A PAKISTANI éEAMSTness."

Cindy Demo"t _

.Mrs. llyas is a very :
. talented lady who sews ali
of her and her daughter's '
_ Pakistani clothing. In .~ §
.addition, she made four
Pakistani outfits for tour,
‘af the people in the PET
Project at Dickinson.
" Pakistani clothes are really
decorative and ornate. The *
styles are rather simple,
but the material and trim
more than makes up for
the simplicity. '

Mrs. llyas showed us
the thrée main styles: the
“shalwar-kameez”, the
“sari”, and the “gharra”
and “kurfa.” Shaiwar are
baggy trousers and. the

ameez are snug tunics.

The tunic can be
decorated with embroidery
to liven it up. Also,a .
dupqlta is included, which
is essential to the shalwar-

- kameez. A dupattaisa .
stole whicH is wrapped .

- ‘and draped around the
neck and shoulders.

The saris are beautiful,
but Mrs. llyas usually does
not make them. Her
daughter, Ghazala; has a
really pretty one with pink-
and silver desjgnzs
“throughout. Sat$ consist
of a little half-blouse and a
long length of material *
which is gathered at the

"end and then wrapped in
such a way so that they
stay tight ahd there are no
embarrassing mishaps!

The gharara and tunic is
the outfit we like the
most. The pants are madé
from five yards of material,
the shigt from two, and |
know itis ot because we
are that big! The gharara

T
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is a type ‘of pants that are tight to the knee,
while a heavily gathered piece of material fin-
ishes off each leg and makes the pants appear
to be a long skirt.

The outfits Mrs. Hyas made for the students at
Dickinson are, beautiful. Everyone was pleased.
with their elegant new Pakistani clothing and
were very grateful to Mrs. llyas for spending her
time on their clothes.

Lisa Kanick and Cindy Demo in gharara and tunk:s made
by Mrs. llyas

ARTS AND HANDICRAFTS OF PAKISTAN

a Lisa Kanick

’

Arts and crafts play a very important role in
the traditions of Pakistan. These special skills of
the Pakistani artists and craftsmen have been
nassed down from generatuon to generation with
each individual addin own special touch®
Much ¢t the art work is in3pired by the Muslim
religioh and it reflects these beliefs. The in-
fluence can be recognized in the surface decora-
tions in objects made of clay. wood. matal.
stone and fabric. ,

Religious motifs are especially prominent in li-
terature. Pakistanis have a great love for poetry
and in all languages of Pakistan there is a large
quantity of excellent writing n all"forms. In no
other country can one find greater respect tor
bodks: despite the fact that there exists a
number of illiterate peop® However. this does
nop stop them from listening to thé marvelous
‘works of art. It i5, quite common for the families
~to gather to listen while someone recites the’
verses of their famous poets. These assemblies
of poetry lovers are one of the main features of
social aclivity in Pakistan. Perhaps this 1s why a
country with so many people unable to read has
such a high appreciation for literature.

Painting 1s an equally fine and traditional art.

h ]
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The most famous pdinters are very fond of relig-

ious subjects, and the standard of quality is ~™*~

high. Exhibits are held not only in Pakistan, but
in European cities as well. N\
Pakistanis are as fond of music'as they are of
their literature. The music is quite dnfferent from
that of western culture. and is played on differ-
en(l(r)nstruments The mstruments which pro-
. duté a very charming sound. are mostly“stringed
and are either plucked or played with a bow.
Another popular instrument is the bamboo fiute.
The “jaltarang’’ might seem like an odd instru-
ment because it consists of china cups filled
with varying quantities of water. The cups are
then gently tapped with slender rods to give out
true mupsical notes. Perhaps the favorite inst
ment is the “saurdgngi” which means 'a hundred
colors.” 1t is a specially shaped, thick block of

wood with many strings. and is played with a -

bow.

The music of Pakistan is dehcate in sound.
This sound is emphasized by the fact that it IS
played in small rooms by only a few musicians.
The rhythm.is marked on a drdm which is played
with the fingers. It 1s called the “tabla.” Learning
‘to play this drum requites much trainisig and it
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is played for a small audience rather than in a
concert hall. The words of the songs are usually

taken from the verses of a great poet, and are _

-sung, ornamenting the"musical figure with varia-
tions and turns ofythe voice, while-repeating the
same lines offen. Somewhat like singing, but
veyy distinct from it, is the art of intoning verses
from the Quran, the holy book of Islam. The re-
citers of the Quran are called Quari. A mar who
is gifted with a good voice and.practcces thls art
will never fack an audienca.

Muslim architecture has a .splendid appear-
ance. It can be distinguished by its simple, yet
iropressive, lines. The characteristic minarets or
cblumns and cupolas seem to give' the buildings
an air of lightness and'give the impression that

C;bu e columris are resting on _air. Magnificent mos-

es, palaces gardené and tombs, may be found

- everywhere. .This form of art has given rise to

Moslem Mosque

still another form of art; stone cutti marble
carving and inlay work using semi-plecious
stones. Here too, the Quran is often reflected in
the art work along with such designs as flowers

.or geometric pafterns.

A wide range of craftsmanship exits in pottery
and meta! work; wood and ivory carying,-and em-
broidery. The distinctive characteristic found in
pottery is the use of color and ornaments. The
Qmsts create beautiful pottery which looks like
ordi red earthenware, but is as delicate and
a ff ) as as an eggshell. This type of pottery .
is oftén referred to as “paper pottery.” A bowl
large enough to hold a pint of water is so fmely
constructed that it weighs no more than one’
ounce. The pottery of other areas is famous for
its graceful shapes and espemally its beautiful

colors.
/_"“ L% . R .
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- encrusting one metal onto another, is qu

elaborate designs. J

" .
Glazed tiles have been popular for centuries
and are used to decorate the walls of large
buildings.
Another ancient handicraft inherited from the
skilled forefathers of the Pakistani workers is

the artists use of metals both precious and.

hich is
e pop-
ular. When damascening is done in gold, it is re-
ferred to as “koftgari.” *Bidri" is the name given
to damascening in silver. The metal is encrusted .
on a black alloy of copper, lead, and tin. When
the silver is pollshed the effect is very fine and
detailed. '

Pakistani jewelry noted for its fine"and
velry has been an essential

base. A process called darhascening

part of the costumes of women since the adomn-

sments were first baked in clay some 5,000 years 2

ago. Jewelry is made from Silver, gold, ivory and -

. glass. One piece of jewelry is the thick gold

bangle or kara whic
stones. A thin bangl

s studded withjgecious
or chori may also be worn.
It is thin and fa in a zigzag style with
fine file work. The bangles are often decor-
ated with imitation stones of tiny mirrors. They
are an essential adornment.to girls' and wo-
men's dress, but are-not worn by widows. -

‘\
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Elaborate wood carved table, Pakistani Embassy,
Washington, D.C.

The finest type of lacquer work is also produc-
ed in Paknstan by Kashmiri artisans, who also ex-
cel*in wood’ carving. Lacquer work is done in
both wood and paper mache in delicate floral de-
signs painted in natural colors. Usetul things
such as ink stands. trays, and tables are decorat-
.ed in these very popular designs. Walnut is carv-
ed and also inlaid. Rosewood screens are carved
very intricately along with other pieces of fur-
niture and are made from highjy prized buffalo
and deer homs. The carying ol such intricate’
detatls as can be seen on the art pieces. re-

€ L]

41)



‘. : . -
N quires the use of Intrlcate lnsuumams -along
" with a great deal of patience.
.- The embroidery of fabric is done. throughout
.7 . the country with regional variations, all of which
- mre extremely.luxurious. Various thicknesses of
“cloth call for different amounts and types of em-
> broidery. “Jamdani ™ Is the weaving.of white pat-

imately one-quarter inch wide am mn into the
~ . embroidered design, creating a. showy effect.
a Another method used in-embroidery is tacking
+  gold or silver threads- onta garments. This pro- .
© cessis called zarl work. This work Is often too
.. heavy for clothing, with the exception of some.
of the hea_v!er blouses. Zarl is usually used In
decorating purses, shoes and similar articles.

“nn"nmmnmumnum .
muuhwmtmummMAn .

/ tems onto the suparﬂne muslin without em-
. broidery. This is very difficult even for the highly
. skilled craftsman and causes the price of these
products te remain high. The demand for this
artwork is diminishing since only the rich can af-

lqrd it.,
, * Silk weaving is a Special Muslin craft In tﬁe
- . famous brocades called kamkwab meaning “be-
yond a dream,” gold and silver threads are work

Zarl work on slippers

ed into’ the silk. Pure)silk is not usually' worn by
the men: it may be plain or-shot with two colors
cailed sunshine and shade. The Pakistani word
for this cloth is * dhoop chhaon' . The most favo

rite colors are red, yeliow, and blue. When se-.

veral colors are mixed into.the same cjoth, it is
referred {o,as peacock feathers.
One of the unique deviations is the mirror et-

fect embroidery of the Sind era. First, very com-

plicated pattern::?smbﬂidered onto garments
with woolen thr The most popular colors us-
ed for this type ,pf embroidery are purple and
red. Then,- small pleces of thin glass approx-

The use of seduines has cécently become
quite fashionable. Although the work is very
time consuming, It is extrémely handsome and
is used more for show than artistic merit. .

Another more sophisticated form of embroid-
ary exists. It is called‘ kashida". Instead of the-
patterns forming geometrical designg, they form
more delicate and picturesque scenes. The most

 popular scenes are florals, animals or . bird

themes. Weaving Is still widely practiced .in
Pakistan, which was one of the first countries 10

-cultivate cbtton and spin ‘it into yarn.

Pakistan has another un ue cratt of putting

R |
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the camel skin to artistic use. The method of

preparing the skin has been handed down from

generation to generation and craftsmen are also

knowledgeable in producing the paint they use

in their craft. The skin of the animal is fashioned

- into articles such as lamps, vases, bowls,- and

even clothing. The articles are’ then painted with
rich, bright, colors. creating beautiful designs.

An ancient and ynusual c¢raft which survives

to this day is known as calligraphy. The word

means “handwriting as an art." The Urdu writing -

of Pakistan is written and read from left to right.
Urdu is derived from Arabic script. The form
flows easily with thick and thin strokes. Along
‘with its accents, it lends itself to elegant and at-
-tractive patterns. Calligraphy has always been a
highly prized art. Even the Mogul Emperors and
their patrons were experts,at this craft. Fine
calligraphists used to write copies of the Quran

and sell them at' high prices ‘Elaborate styles "

‘were invented for decbraﬁve-purposes.« The ob-

ject of the decorations was to show the skill of
the writer while translating a message, often
from the Holy Book of Islam. The masters of the
skill were so remarkable in their work that they
were able to write an e{mre verse of the Quran

~ on a single grain of rice.

With the invention of the printing press the
demand for calligraphers diminished until they
could no longer earn a living with their artistic
'skil% art then began to drop off, however,
penmanship is still valued today. Books, news--
papers and magazines are often. not printed as in
most tountries. Instéad, the text is written out
by writers, called “khatibs’’ and thén copies are-
printed by a photographic méthod.

These are the most prominent and widely
practiced forms of art in Pakistan. Many more
exist, however, it would be impossible to give
examples of all forms within the study.

PN

GOURMET COOKING: PAKISTANI STYLE N

Lmda Hammed

.

During a vistt wifh' Dr. and Mrs. Mohammed

~ lgbal, the Dickinson Project PET team had the
) opportunity to sample Pakistani cuisine.: Mrs:

Igbal shared some of her recipes with us, and

we have included them with our report for you to

try. Dr. Igbal was very knowledgeable about the
"ingredients used. This was interesting to the
group, because in the United State# men are
not very involved in.cooking.

Pakistani cuisine is primarily based on wheat
and flour products, and also include:vegetables
and rice, which are abundant in Pakistan. The
religion of the Pakistani people greatly in-
- fluences their diet. The Quran includes ruiles
against eating pork or drinking alcoholic bever-
ages, and these foods are not included in the
diet of Pakistani people. Lamb, beef, chicken
and fish are some of the basic foods eaten in
Pakistan. :

As American teenagers, we were accustomed
to eating the “fast foods” of McDonald's, Gino's
. and other similar operations. When we were giv-
“en the opportunity to sample a Pakistani dish by
Mrs. Igbai, we eagerly accepted. Dr. and Mrs,
Igbal prepared a dish called “basin’ for us to try.
We found that this -dish was tasty with a spicy-
hot flabor. Mrs. Igbal had added ‘even fewer
. Spices than the recipe cailed for becausa she’
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Mrs. iqbal preparing “Basin™

knew that we were not used to very spicy foods
such as the type Pakistani people are used to
eating. .

We are grateful to the Igbals for showing us
how to make this tasty dish and for preparing it
for us to sample. After sampling this dish and
reviewing other recipes, we can honestly say
that Pakistani cuisiff® is an art form imttself.

1
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PAKISTANI RECIPES '

Jamie Hassert N

. SHAHI TURKEY (serves 8)
4 glices bread = .

1.cup sugar

1 tablespoon aimonds (chopped)

1 tablespoon pistachios (sllced) ‘

2 teaspoon saffron a

 (dissolve in 2 teaspoons water)

%2 cup half and half

6 tablespoons cooking oil

Ya cup water
" fine 8ilver paper (warag) tb decorate .~ * -

- Preheat oven to 350°F. Remove crusts from
bread and halve slices. Fry in the oil over low,

heat to golden brown. Place in oblong Pyrex '

dish. Mix sagar with water and cook slowly to
make a thick syrup. Pour over bread..Boil half

and pour over bread. Bake for half -an hour..

Serve hot or cold decorated with silver paper,
aimonds and pis‘ra_chios.

PASANDA CURRY (serves 8) -
214 |bs. cube steak (cut into 3" strips)
1 cup cooking oil
2 cups yogurt

6 cardamoms

4 dry chilies

8 cloves garlic (sliced) . ‘ .

2 inch piece fresh ginger (sliced)

1 large onion'(sllced)- '

6 peppercorns

Ery onibns in the :I to a golden brown Add re-

maining ingredients and cook over low heat until

meat is tender and oil separates.

RAITA (serves 8)

1 cup yogurt '

Y, cup cucumber (peeled and finely diced)”

. % cup onions (finely chopped)

Y teaspoon cumin powder

4 teaspoon pepper

Stir yogurt. Add remaining ingredients and mix
well. Serve with Biryani. Fried eggplant slices
or grated radishes.may be substituted for cu-
cumber.

BIRYANI (serves 8)
2 cups long grain rice

1 ib. cubed stewing beef
% cup'shortening .

/,.—,Ltafeup yogurt’ o
. 4 cloves

-

 BARBEQUED CHICKEN TIKKA.

2 sticks cinnamon o
4 peppercorms -

- 4 cardamons
' 2 bay leaves” .

2 tablespoons leman luice

2 tablespoons milk -

2 medium onions '

% teaspoon saffron (dissolve in 2 tsp. waten)
Salt to taste

Stir yogurt. Add mmt, cloves, peppemamst car-
damons, and bay leaves and marinate ovetnight.
Fry onions in.oil to golden brown and divide In
two equal portions. Boil 4 cups water and cook
rice and clnnamon sticks in it unti| rice is half
cooked. Drain the water. Put on portion of oniop

- and oil in & Dutch Oven. Add. meat mixture anq
“cover with rice. Sprinkle on top- milk, lemon
juice, remaining onion and oll, and saffron.

Cover and. simmer for one hour. Before serving,
sm' gently so rice and meat are pmpcrly mixed.

(serves 8) ol
3 Ibs. Chicken

1 cup yogurt™ *

1 teaspooh crushed garlic

’\._tte&poon crushed ginger =~

2 tablespoons lemon juice
2 tabiespoons ground red pepper
2 tablespoons olive oil -

sait and black pepper to taste

' Skin and bone chicken and cut into four parts.

Prick it well with a fork. In a large bowl, combine .
yogurt, ginger, garlic, lemon |uice, red pepper,
black pepper and salt. Marinate chicken in this
mixtuge for two hours. Thread chicken on skew-:
ers, Brush with olive oil and broil for six minutes
on each side. Serve with sliced tomatoes, onion
rings, and lemon quarters on a bed of lettuce.

NOTE: Equally delicious lamb tikka is
prepared by substituting lamb chobs for
chicken. Cook the chops a little longer.

BARFI
Y2 galion milk
1 drop femon *
BOIL OUT THE WATFER IN THE MILK.
HEAT WELL. ADD:
1 tablespoon shortening - cup Camation milk
Ya cup sugar cup Ricotta cheese..

Make thick. May add more or less of above in-

* gredients. Pour into square paﬁ cool. Cut inlo

squares.
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KORMA ‘(serves ‘)

2 Ibs. stewing beef

V2 cup yogurt

% cup cooking oll or shortening .
4 cloves garlic (sliced)

2 inch piece ginger (sliced)

2 médium onions (sliced)

4 peppercorns - _ | -
4 cloves : /
4 cardamoms ‘

V2 teaspoon saffron (dissolve in 2 tsp waten
Saute the onions, garlic and gingér in oil, to a

~‘golden brown in a Dutch oven. Blend them
with the oil in a blender, and return paste to

Dutch oven. Add meat and cook on fow heat
for about 10 minutes. Add remaining ingredi-
ents. except saftron. Cover and cook over low

o t*until meat is tender and oil separstes. -
g Pour saftron over the korma SQrve hot.

~n

FIRINI - Milk Puddlng (serves 8)

4 tablespoons Cream of Rice. -

t quart milk

1%2 cups sugar ‘

Y teaspoon ground cardamom .-

fine silver paper (waraq) to decorate

Dissolve cream of rice in & cup of cold milk.
Eoil remaining milk and add cream of tice mix-
ture, sugar and cardamom, stiring constantly
until it thickens. Pour into bowl! and refrigerate.
Before serving decorate with silver paper and -
nuts

-

A LOOK AT THE *
TRADITIONAL ISLAMIC WEDDING CEREMONY

Lisa Kanick - :

1

On April 19, 1978, the Project PET students at-
tended. the Festival of Asian Religions in New
Jersey. The program consisted of various Asian
religious . groups presenting demohstratlons of
their religious rituals. Some of the religious
faiths represented were Hindu, Buddhist and

Islamic. The PET team was fortunate enough te -
-view a dramatiZdtion of a traditional Isiamic.wed-

ding ceremony, which would be the type com-
mon to Pakistan. The ceremony was presented

'by Dr. Mohammed Igbal and members of the

“wedding party."

About 90 to 95 percent of the marriage cere-
monies are arranged either by family members
or by friends. A father spends a great deal of his
time searchtng fof suitable husbands for his
daughters. Before the final arrangements, - the
parents of the bride and groom will meet several
times to discuss the possibie advantages of the
wedding. Until the actual ceremony, or for some

Rtime before, the bride and groom do not date or

may not even see each other. This is not be-
cause of religious restrictions, but rather is a
part_ of the traditional custom. Surprisingly
enough, most pre-arranged marriages are suc-
cessful. This is possibly due to the great respect
offspring hold for“their parents all through their
life. Perhaps thé social and economic situation

of the bride and groom, along with that qf their

families , adds to the success of the marriage.
Usually, the husband and wife are frpm the same

UM

become clogd during their arrangement activities
and help each other adjust to the changes tak-
ing place in their households. It is quite ¢com-
mon for a newly married couple to be distant
cousins. This helps to give them a more relaxed
feeling since they havé many relatives in com-
mon.

The marriage of a daughter can become very
expensive “although it is not necessary, The

economic a$i social position. The families also -

" groom’s family may agree to provide a dowry of

money — a bride-price. Unless there is a divorce
tater, which is unlikely, the money is‘not usually .
all paid to the family of the bride. The amount of
the dowry is an indication of the status of that
family. Both families support the dowry with the

- purchase and exchange of extravagant luxury

items. .
The Pakisghi marriage ceremony does not
consist of only the wedding vows and reception

as is often the case at the American wedding, -

but includes a series of ceremonies centered on
the marriage. the cuimination of youth, the grow-
ing and enriching of one's life, the man's com-
mitment tg the human race. and the man's ac-
knowledgement of nature’s cycle.

The first ceremony accompanymg theqnar
riage is the “mayum’ or “lagan.” It takes place
three n?r/four days before the marriage. This
custord marks the end of the usual appearance
of the bride throughout the house. During this
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time,.she is to appear shabbily dressed: When
~ she reappears on her wedding day, she will
seem to have .emerged as a more heautiful bride.

"On the eve of the wedding, a géremony for the
bride takes place. The sisters or close friends of
the bride take part in this ritual. They paint the
bride's hands and feet with a sweet smelling
henna, which is a reddish brown dye obtained
from the leaves of a tropical shrub.

While this ritugl is being carried out at the
. bride’s house, thé groom is also preparing for

. the wedding. He is helped into his outfit by his

-married sisters. The suit is usually of white satin
with an elaborate turban fringed in gold, hiding
some of his face. The barat or groom's party fin-

ally arrives at the home of the bride. First, the -

groom must sign the marriage contract, or nikah.
The marriage i$ actually a social contract, and
all that is required to solemnize the wedding is
the consent of the bride and groom to the mar-
riage in the presence of at least two witnesses.
~ After the confirmation, the qazi or religious
scholar, along with the guests, offer a short
prayer for the success and happiness of the cou-
.ple. The ceremony is then ended with the dlstn-
butian of dried dates. .

The bride and groom still have not seen one
another and they prepare to do so at last. The
ceremony begins with the female relatives and
: ,jl,ends seated around the bride. The bride is
- dfbssed in the traditional costume of red mater-

ial trimmed and embroidered in much gold. She' -

aiso wears’ many jewels. The women now begin
. singing songs to help prepare the bride for her
married life. The first sonq is serious, and
discusses how the woman will be accepted ‘into
her husband's quarters, and how his parents will
accept her. The Pakistani custom is for the bride
to move into the home of the groom's parents to
live. She is very warmly welcomed since the

families already know ahead-of time whogwill be -
entering their family. This is because the mar- .-

riage is usually arranged when the children are
very young. The bride will receive special atten-
tion since she is a newcomer.
margied couple chooses to live away from the
parents, they mdy do so.

The second song is very closely gelated to the .

first because it translates the e basic ideas
in a teasing and comical way. The song makes

fun of the bride entering a new family with a

man whom she has not even dated tefore the
weédding. This wedding song is sung from the
bride’'s point of view with many questions being
asked and also answered by the same women.
The women sing questions such as these

"How will you be received?” "“The mother-in-law
will ask how much-gold you will bring into the
family. What will you answer?” The bride replies

However, if the -

~

worriedly, ““The: price of gold is so. expensive."
The brother-in law askeg how much schooling”
she has had and how hard she has studied,
when he usually already knQws. She tells him he
knows about her schooling so why does he ask
these questions. The sister-in-law wonders about
the amount of clothing the bride will bring into
the family. The bride answers, | will bring in
loads and loads of clothing, trunks and footlock-
ers full of beautiful garments.” The husband
then tries to find out what the bride looks like. -
“Is she pretty?” he asks. ‘The bride remarks,
“You have probably seen me.before and will see
me very soon." :

After the songs are over the more religious
ceremony begins. The bride is still seated in the
circle with her head bowed down. She also has a
sheer cloth draped over her head. The groom fi-

* nally enters and takes his place, knheeling across

- groom's hea

from the bride. The couple then faces each
other, but do not look at each other yet. This is
like a formal social and romantic introduction’ of
the husband and wife. The women chant, teas-
ing the groom, saying “You still cannot see her."

This is to arouse his curiosity. The veil covering

the bride's\head is—then stretched over the
. A mirror is then brought and
handed to the bride. She tilts the mirror until the
groom's face is centagd in it. He too will be
able to see her reflection. The groom then mur-
murs, "Wife, | am your slave.” The groom then
recites a verse from the holy scripture while the
wife repeats it. This marks the beginning of the
husband teaching the wife, and also indicates
the most important event in their lives, that of
the Quran as a lesson and as a gunde to their -

lives together.

At last the bride and groom depart to the hus- :
band’'s home. Their ceremony has not endet, for
on the following day the greom'’s father holds a

feast.

Many of these matrimonial rituals are carried
out because of their sentimental value. However,
the ceremony does vary from province to pro- -
vince and even from\family to family. The real
meaning behind the custom is the uniting of two
persons and their fdmilies. Upon marriage, the
newly-married ,couple assumes prescribed re-
sponsibilities to their in-laws. The trust formed
between families is so highly valued that no one
would dare attempt to defy it.

The marriage ceremony does not bring an end
to therituals the young people were so' accus-
tomed to by this time in their lives, but consti-

~tutes a turning point that shifts the ceremonies
to their first-born. By this time in life, the man

and woman have leatned to adapt and adjust to
the complicated patterns of life.
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" PAKISTANI SPORTS AND RECREATION

]

_Jamie Hassert

The major sports of Pakistan are field hockey,

- cricket, soccer, squash, tennis and badminton,

. shop at Absalom Jones Community Center.
.. workshop was to give us an idea of the w
- volved and to get some idea. of the techniques

which were brought to .Pakistan by the British:;
and wrestling, kabaddi, and polo, which originat-

ed during the reign of the Mohgul emperors 400

years ago.
Some games and sports which are native to

Pakistan will be discussed in this article.

_ Played as both a sport and a game, kabaddid

is especially popular with the children and tour-

naments for adults are held often. This sport.be-

gan long ago when warring factions met and the

Ieaders fought in single combat until one was -

mortally wounded. Today, it is played by two
teams. A player runs across a line into “enemy

_ territory” while holding his breath and attempts
to “kill” his opponent by touching him and then

" returning across the line without exnausting his
breath. if a player is “killed,” he is out of the .
-game. To make the game more difficult, the

players must wear loln cloths and be covemd
th oil.
Another game Is “pir kaudl" which .can be
played with as. little as three children. Two of the.

- children pursue the other and tackle him before «

he slaps them and reaches the finish line..

Other -popular sports in’ Pakistan include.
swimming, table tennis, boxing, basketball, and
volieyball. Popular pastimes are kite, flying,
marbles, hide-and-seek, and collectilyg~pictures
of famous sportsmen. We have mentioned some
of the less universal sports of Pakistan, but

. those known around the world are also played.

'PROJECT SUMMARY

At the end of October, the high schools in,
New Castle County met for a week-long work-
oz)his

in-

and helpful hints for interviewing, photography,
writing, speechmaking, and la;ing out of the
final product.

When we left this workshop. we were full of
.enthusiasm and high hopes for all of the plans
and projects we proposed. We soon ran into a
d ad end, however, and everything seemed

otic. After only one interview, we were ali
rather discouraged. To begin with, it was really
difficult to find any Pakistanis with whom we
could talk. We had but one contact and no more
were on the horizon. Secondly, most of the Pak-

istanis who have come to Delaware are of the
elite, well-educated class, so there is not a very

large population from which to draw.

By now you can readily see why we had be-
come discouraged. Everything was disjointed,
and no one could seem to make a schedule
where we could find time to do at least part of
the work together. After a time, we had met
other Pakistanis who ‘introduced us to their

friends. We now appeared to be on the right

track. One contact led to-another, interest began
to generate and the pro]ect came to a succese-
ful conclusion.

Lisa Kanick, Cindy Demo and Linda Hammed reviewing part
of our report. Other tesm members unable to be present.
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Student response to the project work was gen-

erally favorable, although some frustration arose

from the effort required to complete‘the thirteen
interviews. This e
- and trips. Some of.the interview tapes.were not
ctear. In addition, with.concerns for family mem-
bers in jhe Ukraine, interviewed persons did not
speak as freely as they might. Although support
from the State Department of Public Instruction

. was readily available, it was at times difficult to

obtain~ techmcai assistanee from persons out-
- side the Department of Public Instruction who
had pledged support.

As for our positive feelmgs we enjoyed the
people we talked to very much. They were eager
to be helpful and were always friendly. They
. were not always clear on what we were doing

ailed many telephone calls,

because we eurselves were uevhleping our inter-
viewing technique. Thirteen  interviews were
made in the Ukrainian community. We learned
how to use tape recording equipment and feel
good about that, although the results wers not
always satisfactory. Joanne Dugan took most. of
the pictures and Cindy Horton did most of the

driving. Altogether, we began to feel like a group.
- of co-workers. A natural kind of division of labor
togk place. We learned -that thére is a certain

skill in making an interviewed subject feel com-
fortable. Though we all agree that -we barely
scratched the surface of the Ukslnian communi-
ty, there was a real feeling of satisfaction “when
we made our presentation to the people at SS.

Peter and Paul Ukrainian Church as part .of the.
Delaware Humanities Forum seminars. .

3

Student~Participants
Katie Conp'or, Joanne Dugan, Cynthia Horton, -
Caro| Howe, Sandra Rosenzweig.

L~ . ' _ Teacher Coordinators
Mr. David Menser, Social Studies
Mrs. Catherine Seitz, English Language Arts.

i
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'A HISTORY OF THE EASTERN

+°  ORTHODOX CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sandy Rosenzweig. o

The strongest perpetuator of Ukrainian tradi-
tidas is the church, represented by the Eastern
O%dox Catholic Church  and the Western
CRurch. The stronger ties are to the Eastern
’ Church

The celebration of two hohdays, Easter and

Christmas, provide the most important distinc-
tion between these two churches. It is interest-
ing to learn that both the Ukrainian Orthodox
Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox ‘Cath-
olic Church celebrate Easter after most other
Christians because the Ukrainians.of the Eastern

_ Church believe that Easter. should be celebrated

.after the Jewish Passover. Another religious
holiday, Christmas, is also observed at a dif-
ferent time. The Eastern Orthodox Church cele-
brates Christmas fourteen days after the West-
ern Church (on January 7). This difference oc-
curs because in the eighteenth century the ac-
tual revolution.of the earth around the sun was
not taken into account, therefore, the calendar
" was about fourteen days off. Pope Gregory, who
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. infidenced the Western churches, decreed that-

fourteen days would be dropped from the caien-
dar and the Westem calendar was changed from
the Julian to the Gregorian calendar. The Eas-
tern churches, however, in their resistance to
Western domination and theé Pope, maintained ~
their own calendar which retained those four-
teen days. ‘

Many Ukrainian traditions . are related to the .
holidays of Christmas and. Easter. For example,
in the celebration of Christmas, twelve dishes
are served for the evening meal, which is a meat-
less meal. On Paim Sunday, the Sunday before
Easter, Ukrainians distribute pussy willows be-

"cause they are the first plant to blossom and be-

jluse palm is difficult to find.

The special traditions associated with ‘the re-
ligious observances of the  Ukrainian church
have been carried on through the years as a sig-
nificant part of a heritage which has made the

" Ukrainians a unique group of neople
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" REFLECTIONS ON UKRAINIAN. cusmMs

S, AND

TRADITIONS

Rev. Paul Hrynyshyn .
Samts“Peter and Paul Ukra.tman ‘Orthodox Church — Wilmington, Delaware
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Rev. Paul Hrynyshyn, Pastor of SS. Peter and Paui Ukrainian :

Orthodax Church, Wilmlnilfnn‘.

The Ukraine is' an area of 232,000 square

miles. It is the largest country in Europe. Its:

population is more than 47 million ahd is the
" fifth laggest country, coming after Britain and
Germany, France, and Italy.

It is one of the richest of European countries
in natural resources, producing more steel than
either Britain or France. Its “*black earth’' makes
iit one of Europes largest grain producers -

- more than 50 million tons a year.

Yet, as a country it is practically unknown and
unrecognized. For most people it is just a part of
Russia. But, it is. in fact, as clearly defined a
country and nation as any other in Europe.

The country concerned is Ukraine, or as it is
known officially today, the * Ukralman Soviet
Socialist Republic.” one of the 15 repubhcs

which constitite the Soviet Union. Its caplta!l

Kiev, founded in the 8th century, is today with a
population of over 1,600,000, the third largest ti-
ty in. the Soviet Union after Moscow and Lenin-
grad. - ' v M
It is scarcely surprising that so little is known
in the Wes# about Ukraine, since it has practical-
ly no independent contact with the rest of the
- world. Despite its size and wealth, it bas to con-
duct its relations with other countriés through

DN

Moscow There is, it is true, a Ukrainian Govern-
ment, and even a Ukrainian Foreign Ministry. But

. it is a foreign ministry without a foreign policy
- and withQut any embassies in foreign capitals.
Ukraing is, in. effeet the largest non-nation m o

the worlid.

The truth is that Ukraine is not Russna any
more than- France is England. Nor are the Ukrai-
nians Russian.They are“cousins, no more. And
the Ukrainian language, though closely related,
is quite distirict from Russian. There is no rea-
son at all to believe that the Ukrainian people
prefer to be ruled from Moscow to being mas-
ters of their own fate, even if they would like to

© .be on good terms with their Russian neighbors.

When Ivan Bohdan, from the westem Ukrai-

~ nian town of Kolomiya, on October 1, 1608, step-

ped off the sailing ship onto the soil of Virginia,
he was probably the first Ukrainian in .America.
Bohdan was an-expert in pitch, tar and ship con-
struction who arrived with five Poles under the -
leadership of Captain John Smith: - -

Ukraine is a cou?\g/ rich in culture, and her
national tradmons are being preserved by, the

off-springs of her.immigrants to this nation.

There are over 350 Ukrainian families, com-

_prising two thriving parishes - St. Nicholas -

Byzantite Catholic and SS. Peter. and, Paul Or-
thodox - in Delaware. Their members actively
contribute to community life, and include doc-
tors, lawyers, college protessors, teachers,
sqcial workers, public employkes, just to men-
tion a few..

Old country traditions are steadfastly main-
tained and practiced among the Ukralmans in
our community.

During the many centuries of their existence.
the Ukrainians have developed their own distinc-
tive cookery. In the Ukraine, cooking is consider-
ed an art. Great emphasis is always placed on
the palatability of food. A good Ukrainian cook
knows how to retain the natural flavor of food
and how to bring out its dominant character in
various combinations. Ukrainian dishes -are
neither highly spiced nor biland. They’are subtle
and pleasing having their own undefinable
qualities. This culinary skill jis passed from

. mother to daughter as an essenha! part of her

preparation fdr marriage.

One of the most popular dishes is the vareny-
ky, or as some of us refer to them: Pyrohy. They
are somewhat similar to Italian ravioli. Fnllmgs.
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for vgrenyky are numerous (potato, sauerkraut,
cottage. cheese) but cottage cheese ‘is the na-
tional favorite. This tempting dish can be had at
either church, gince the sisterhoods at sach

~ church prepare them.

In the life of the Ukrainians, the entire. year

- constitutes one great cycle of hohdays enriched

with charming customs, symbolisms and cere-
monies, many of which have comie down from
pre-Christian times, Prior to the introduction of

" Christianity - into Ukraine (989 A.D.) religious

ceremonies of @ncestors{were closely connected

with calendar and seasonal activities.

Among the Ukrainians, wherever they may be,

" the most beloved of all festivities is Christmas

which covers a cycle of important feast days,
ending with Jordan (Epiphany Holidays op Janu-
ary 20 according to the Julian Calendar, which is
observed by the Orthodox Church), and January
7 (according to the modern’ calendar, which is
observed by the Cdtholic Church). .
Christmas Eve, centering around tamily and

agricultural modes of life, is very colorful, being .

the most important part of Christmas. its main
feature is -the evening meal called “Holy Sup~

_ per”, Syvata Vechera in literal transiation, c--

cording to custom, all members of the fa

_ should be home tha! night for a farmity reunion

‘The supper on Holy Night differs from other
evening meals, having - twelve Lenten dishes,
symbolic of the welve Apostl‘bs who gathered at
the Last Supper.Yhé dishes are prepared with a
vegetable shortening or cooking oil, omitting all
animal fat, milk, and milk products because

. Christmas is preceded by a period of fadt which

ends on Christmas Day after the- midnight or
morning church services’ The day of the Christ-
mas Eve is a strict fast in commemoration of the -
hardships endured by the Blessed Mother Mary
enroute to Bethlehem. .

The table, set according to time-honored cus-
ig first strewn with a small handful of fine
emory of the Christ Child in a manger,
is spread the very best tabiecloth
adorned Wwith native embroidery. Bread, kalach,
symbolizing Yprosperity, constitutes the central
table decorafion. If a member of the family has
died during‘the year, a place'is set for him in the .
befief that the spirit of the deceased unltes with
the family on the magic Hely Night.

Prior to the evening meal, a s&ful of each

dieh is mixed into the feed of gh mestic ani-
mals because animals wére the firSY creatures to

behold the new-bqrn Christ.
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. The first star in the eastern sky announces the
- time for the commencement of the meal. It is
the children’s task to watch for the star. After
the meal, thé family joins in singing Christmas
carols and general merry-making. There is no

visiting on Christiias Eve with the exception of
bringing Yuletide greetings and some of the sup- °

* per dishes and pastries to the grandparents.
Organized groups of carollers visit homes,
singing ancient and modemn carols, bringing
Yuletide greetings, and soliciting funds for wor-
thy causes. This is tha general modern practice
wherever the Ukrainians may be. In the old coun-
tty Carollers' carry a largh star of Bethlehem, or a

. miniature manger, wertep, with hand-carved

wooden figures on it. *

One of the most beautiful of all Ukrainian Eas-
‘ter ‘traditions is decokating eggs with artistic
designhs of a symbolic \nature. In Ukrainian the
- decorated eggs are caled pysanky from the

word pysaty which means to write. The design is

actually written on the egg with a fine-pointed
stylus dipped in wax, after which follows a ser-

ies of dye baths. Pysanky are not eaten. The-

origin of this art is both ancient and obscure.
. The art of painting Easter eggs is still practic-
ed in Ukraine and here in. America, and as a mat-

ter of fact, everywhere Ukrainians are to be .-

found. Time has not reduced the design to a
_simpler form. Each new generation strives for
greater perfection, beauty, and intricacy, Ukrai-
. nians have become unrivalled experts_ in this in-
teresting folk art. -
" Following the midnight, or break of dawn Eas-
ter Sunday Resurrection services, rows of food-
. laden baskets with a lighted candie ih each are
biessed by the priest. In favorable weather this

impressive ceremony is performed outdoors. -

v

' cate. This traditio

i

/

Food baskets covered with richly @mbroidered
napkins contain Easter bread called paska and a

selection of various Easter foods..This custom is -
treasured in America. People greet one another -

with the traditional Easter greeting ‘‘Khrystos

Voskres" (Chrjist Is Risen!), to which the reply is .
“Voistyno Voskres!'' (He is'Risen Indeed!).

Easter holidays last for three days. On the fol-

lowing Sunday a memorial service is held at the

cemeteries for deceased members of the com
munity.
The traditional instrument . of URraine is the

. Bandura. It has 30 to 80 strings, ranging through
- five octaves which are plucked by the fingers.

The Baadura unifies, to a certain degree, the
principles of two instruments, that of the lute
and harp. The sound of the Banduar is some-

"what emphatic but gentie.

- An ensemble, comprised of men from both St.
Nicholas Catholic and SS. Peter and Paul Ortho-
dox Churches, under the direction of Mr. Serhiy
Kowalchuk, is very active locally. They have re:
cently cut a record featuring their songs.
Ukrainian dancing is very colorful.and intri-
s passed on to each suc-
ceeding generation®There is today a very fine
group of young Ukrainians at the University of
Delaware who have mastered this art,-and who
have won much praise for their presentations.
The Ukrainian costume is distinct and it may
vaxy according to the sector of the country. Fine
roidery enriches the native costume of
ne.
Ukrainian language is fostered in Améri-
ca. Many schools of higher education have
Ukrainian language and literature coysses in

their curriculum. Harvard, for instance, has a .

very large Ukrainian Center.
tocally, the language, literature, and history

‘are being taught at SS. Petdr and Paul Orthodox

Church every Saturday morning, where many
youngsters are enrolied for thege courses.
"Contact with living relatives in Ukraine is

maintained by many local residents. And many .

have made visits to their homeland.
Unfortunately, many of Ukraine's old traditions
are being practiced less in the homeland be-
cause of her oppressors. For instance, most of
Ukraine's beautiful churches have been taken
over and converted into museums. And, sadly its
people are being denied the privilegg to worship
the religion of their choice. Gonsequently, they
have to rely on broadcasts via the Voice of

.America to enjoy religious services.

These, then, are some of the most pfactaced

. traditions by Ukrainians in Delaware. We invite

our friends to visit either .of the two active

parsishes in Wilmington for a more vivid look at

our traditions and customs.
)
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‘A RELIGIOUS CELEBRATION
IN THE EASTERN ORTHODOX CATHOLIC: CHURCH

Dr. John Michalcewiz Principal

One of the characteristics of the Eastern Or-
thodox Catholic Church is the use of the nation-
al language in its services. Comingled with

church life and worshipgare other national ant

ethnic traditions. Easter is the greatest feast day
and holiday celebrated in Ukrainian communi-
ties. On Good Frid8y the front altar of the

.church is ‘decorated to depict the bier of Christ

following his crucifixion. Beautiful flowers adorn

the fmnt altar called the tetrapod on which is
. ” e ora - - “wm

Mount Pleasant High School 1966-1978

placed thé corporal cloth called an antimin. This
sacred cloth, which is brought down from the
main altar of the sanctugry on Good Friday,
depicts Christ lying in death in His toinb. The
beautiful cloth.is placed on the front altar and
the worshipers, the faithful of the church, ap-
proach the cloth on their knees and pay homage
to the dead Christ. Pussy willows, which adom
the crosses, are issued on Paim Sunday, a week
before Easter. The Palm Sunday celebfation in
Eastern Europe uses pussy willows since it is
the first flawering-type of plant after the cold
winter sighifying the first form of life.

Following the graveside service at 5 am. Eas-
ter morning, the tomb is dismadntlied and the
cross placed in front of a side altar. The tetra-

pod, the fronht altar, now contains an icon of the

resurrection. Another icon brilliantly portraying
the resurrection is carried in- a procession
around the church as the faithful circle the

church three times singing and praying. During -

the service the priest carries a tricandelabra and

.proclaims Christ is risen three times during

various times of the holy liturgy. Following Eas-
ter services the faithful take baskets of food out

to the front lawn. This Easter food is placed on
the lawn to be blessed by the priest. Paska, the

holy loaf of bread, symbelizing the pascal feast,
is found in the basket algng with eggs, cheese,
meats and other foods. Tiiiese foods are blessed

by the priest. Foliowing the blessing of the food, '

the faithful offer an egg to the priest. by way of
the deacon who collects the eggs. In some chur-
ches such as SS. Peter Paul a. midnight

Enm TM with Paska am‘lhunty
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Easter liturgy is celebrated. A beautiful hand-
embroidered scarf covers the baskets of food.
These 'scarfs represent painstaking skill and
many
sewer.
faterthat day at the traditional Easter dinner.-

in the Ukrainian home there may .be many

urg of delicate needleworking by .the
The food is then taken home and served.

Ukrainian blouses. decorated by delicate needle- _

work. Thére may be beautifully decorated eggs
anti small dolls dressed in a Ukrainian costume.
The doll costume is a miniature replica of what a
Ukrainian woman might ‘wear during’ some
Ukrainian festival or other ethnic occasion. The
‘beautiful eggs are perhaps the most popular ar-

: iifects painted by artisans today.
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ST K AINIAN. FOLK DANCING

Katie Connor

The Ukrainians, like many othe ethnic.groups,
have many special national dances. Faqr exam-
ple, women and men can compete in fast and in-
tricate steps or girls and boys can form chains
and weave in and out of various pattems. The'
men have dances and mdvements that requife

Ukrainian embrofdemd shirt worn by member of the utreimen
Dance Group of Delawarp
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great agility;, the sword dances ecrobetics or
dances using sticks and rattles. The movements

- are elaborate and breathtaking when segn in per-
- formance. There ate different dances from differ-

ent regions in the Ukraine. in the United States
there are many professional Ukrainian dance

. groups, and Delaware is fortunate enough to

have its own. ,

The Ukrainian Student Club of Delaware was
begun about four years ago. At first it was an
organization just for studepts of the University
of Delaware, but it has si been opened-to all
Ukrainian young people. Th@ Club participates in
a great many community activities and has o(-
ganized its own dance ehsemble, Zoria. In this
dange group there are about fifteen people who
base their choreography on varied sources, ‘both
traditional and modern. But the dances that the
group does are not the same as. those done in
the Ukraine. The danocers have taken about three
ot four basic steps.-modifie§ and added to them
and created about ten to thi een com{etely ori-
ginal folk dances. o

. MUSIC

The Ukrainian dancers.ﬁx Delaware have dn ac-.

companying bandura §roup. The bdndura, the na-
tional instrument. of Ukraine,
whose strings resemble those of the piano.

is an mstrument.

=~

Tapes of their own records. supply the music for .

most of the dancers’ performanées Much of the
music they dance to is Potg/shi but Ukrainian
music is just as wide and varied-as American
music. Some selections are faster and more pri-
mitive than others and lend themselves to many
different kinds of dancing.



COSTUMES

Ukrainians are well known for their embroidery

"~ = and this talent is beautifully displayed in color-
ful costumes. Most are handmade by the'women .

in the dance group but some come from the

Ukraine, There are different costumes for the dif-
ferent dances. For the majqQrity of the dances,
~-hawever, - the girls wear the embroidered

\blouses, skirts, aprons, beits, headpieces wjth
long ribbons attached. and red boots. The men
Wwear red boots, baggy pants, a sash and a Ukrai-
. . e '

-

nian shirt. Hutiel costumes. though, are much

different. Men wear either white or red .pants

that are not so baggy, a simple long white shirt

moccasins, and sometimes straw hats. -

Oostumes, music and dance are based on cos-
tumes of the Ukraine many years ago. The' know-

- fedge of these’ customs of the past is common $

today, even among young Ukrainians, and 8o the
rich traditions of the past are firmly establlshed

_in the modern commumty of today

ARTS & CRAFTS S

Caral Howe ¢

The decoratmg of Easter eggs was the only ;'

craft known to the students before beginning
the Pro;ect PET inferviews. Since then, however, -

the project partlcrpants have learned about

severat other crafts. Embrordery “and ceramics
»were the main ones that were puarsued. With the
‘help of the people interviewed. we have gather-
ed much information about crafts. -

' Pysanky

There are many different legends concerning -

the origin of the traditional egg decorating. The

most ‘widely accepted legend in the Ukraine telis
- ot a poor peddler who wae_ on his way to the
-market tosell a basket of eggs. On the way, he
encountered a crowd- who was sneering at an
‘old man stumbling under the weight Qf a cross.
Feeling compassion, the peddler set down the -
basket of eggs and went to aid, the old man. The

- man was Christ, the peddler was Srmon anc) the

_eggs werg the first pysanky (decorated eggs).
The art of pysanky involves writing the design

- with. béeswax drrectly on an egg with an instru-

ment knawn'as'a kiska, -a metal cone inserted
thiough a holeln a wooden handle and secured
by a wire. The wax flows through the.opening.

- which. has variou$ sizes depending on the ""ﬂr'.‘

ness of the line desired. ,
 Because of its high melting pdint, beeswax
can be used to protect the covered part of the
egg from further dyeing. When the wax is remov-
ed at the end of the dyemg process, the lines
written on’ the whité egg will remaig white.
Those that were written when the egg was yel-
tow will be yelltow and so on down the rairbow
spectrum. After-the wax is completely removed,
a thin coat of shellac is applred to give the egg a
gldssy finish.

Mrs. Lydia Harwanko, arf immigrant from

. Ukraine, recounted an interesting custom con-

cerning Easter eggs. On Easter, young boys and

girts would exthange their decorated eggs with |

a girlfriend or boyfriend.. Mrs. John Mrchaicewrz
a Ukrainian in our community,‘spoke of another
Easter tradition whereby the priest is given one
decorated egqg frem each family of the congrega-
tion. 1 St - (<
Ceramics ' '
Beautiful ceramics. like the Easter eggs. can
be found in every Ukrainian home The deposits

of the figest quality of clay in the Ukraine m_
spired thed begipning of this craft. Through Ukrai-

“nian history, ceramic manufacture has become

-an important industry.;

Today the clay is still dug by hand wrth
spades. It is then trampled with the feet tq break
up the lumps and remove the‘_;ébbles The pot--
ter then molds the. clay with the use of a potter’s

t2 ..: . ‘ . 55 -
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.two parts: thd pottety is p!

‘placed in the kiln.
4 yard 2 feet) has
in .the larger
rt is for the fire.

wheel. )t is then dried a
This kjin (usually 3 yards

part; the smalil.remaining

After the first firing, the pottery becomes hard

and waterproof. i it is to be glazed, it is teft in

‘the kiln for a longer period. of time. The colors
used to paint the pottery come from various ori-
+gins. Thin shavings of bumed copper and jead .

oxide produce a green color; ochre makes red;

" white clay makes white; iran filings form black.

in the.ormamentation of Ukrainian ceramics,

" the geometric motif is the oldest and most pop-
. ular design. Plant and animal decorations can

aiso be foupd on many of these Ukrainian ar-

Embroldery
An.ancient art of the Ukraine, embroidery,

originated in the early thirteenth century. By the .
end of the nineteenth century, Ukrainian embroi- .

dery had been perfected in both technique and

- materials and had gained much populamy
~ among the pe

The colors; used in Ukrainian embroidery. as

. Mrs. John Michalcewiz told us, aré-limited to
~one or two, usually biack and red. At times,
hrowever, more colors are used when making a

plant motif or a fancyggeometric ‘motif.

A traditional- form of embroidery is the shirt "

which is worn by both dexds. The basic part of
‘the design on.a.shirt is placed on the upper
sleeve just below the shoulder. This strip, four:

to six inches wide, is called the polyk or
vustavka. Other parts of the shirt such as the

o collar the tront, the cufts and the bottom hem

o am—
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- may also be embroidered following the main mo-

_tif on tho sleeve.

Even today, the arts and: crafts of Ukraine are

not only practi¢ed by true..Ukrainians but also by
many Americaps. who have discovered the beau-
ty and the enjoyment of these ciafts,

EXCERPTS FROM TAPED INTERVIEW .
WITH MRS. LYDIA HAHWANKO . )

By Carol Howe, Sandy Rosenzwelg. Knsten Wilson
Date: Tuesday. November 15, 1977 — 7.30 p.m.

KEY:
. L: Lydia Harwanko

4 C: Carol Howe K: Kirsten Wilson
L: Telt rﬁe now how did you get my name?
K: We got your name from someone in your

church.
L. Did you call the pansh?

* K: Yes, thaf is'wherg we got your name. o

L: Ah! That's how you got it.

C: Are all these things in the room Ukraiman’?

K: Is that lamp Ukrainian? )

L. It is, sert of, it is actually not typically

~ R

S: Saody Rosenzweig

)
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Ukrainian: it's based on the prehistoric Ukrainian
ceramics. It was actualy found in- Ukraine, but.of
course, this is just made like it to resemble the

artist's thing. It's not the real thing. ‘It's made
here in the U.S. Actually my husband made that. '

He Iikes this type of work.
. Is this made of regular clay?
M’s the clay. He did.not make this form of
it. Thfs was of course poured. It was not made

%
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on the wheel or anything like that, it was poured.
One of the commercial. things that you buy ready
" to work when he painted it.

C: Have you been living here all your life?

L: No, | was bomn in Ukraine and.i spent some

time in Germany and after World War |l, | came
to the United States and I've been.living in Wilm--
ington since.

- .C: Why did you ‘come to the US,, 1ust be~
cause of opportunify?

L: Just, well it seemed the best place to go. F

~couldn’t go back so | couldn’t stay in Germany

- very well and actu

C: It's nice

L: it's the best country in the world to live in.
And that's why | came.here: Of course, at the
time, | was enly seventeen years old. .~

K: That must have been a shock with the drf
ferent cultures.

L: Yes, | knew a little English ‘cause | took it
_in schogl. But it would be like your taking Ger-
man or French. it's really not the same as your
own language. You learn and adjust. And wheri
you're seventeen it's not bad. Our patents, of
course, found it was much harder to adjust.
~'S: Did you move_to Wthﬁngton when you
‘were seventeen? .
. L: Yes, | came right stralgm to Wilmington
and |ived hege since. We have traveled all over
. the United~States, but | have never actualry mov-
.. ed to any other city.

‘& Were you married when you came here?

- L: No, | married here and we’ re both Ukrai-
nian.

C: | heard about your Chﬁstmas caroling. Isit
really big there? Ana ‘*hey all have certain mean-
ings about their family life?

. L: Yes, well probably in the Old Englisa and
Intsh customs and nationalities there was a time
when people celebrated Christmas in a little dif;

.

)

ferent way than just giving gifts like they do to- -

day. They were more traditional, more deeper
meaning as a birthday of Christ than just this
‘commercial thing, and so with us too, especially
- in the villages where there was no television at
the time or anything like that. This was very
popular — going caroling -hous . ta house in
"groups. Our Christmas carols, some are even
from Pagan times. It's a little bit of everything.
Pagan is in the Christian times. It was sort of
mixed together. The meaning is the birthday of
Christ, of course.

C. Was it a more religious’ type? .

L.Itis a religious type and the family gather
ing and as | say a lot of customs are sfill from
-the Pagan times carried on to the modern times.
C: Do you have special foods, cookies?
" L: Yes, we do. Actually the biggest event is
the Christmas Eve and it used to be that we had

-
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‘“to have twelve different dishes. We don't Eo it

anymore, but we still have a lot of different
dishes. The whole family gathered and had sup- -
per. The twelve dishes, representing the twelve
asposties, was like the Last Supper. The main
traditional dish-that came from the Pagan times
is a kutya. it is made out of wheat honey, and
poppyséed.
C: Isitsortofa candy?
~ L: No, it isn’t. It has a consistency of a cereal.
It's not very, very thick, but you can eat it with a
spoon, not a fork. Different people make it a
iffefent way. With a little more cereal like, and

. some not. Well, this thing is carried over from’

the Pagan times when the wheat was like a god
at the time because we are a very agricultural
country and this is carried over from the Chris-
tian times. And then we have varenyky or
pyrophy. They're dough ' stuffed: with either
potato or cheese, cabbage, sauerkraut or cottage
cheese. It resembles Italian ravioli except it is a
little farger. We have a borscht, it is a beet soup.
What else do we have? We have holubchi and it

'i$ stuffed rolled cabbage: You boil it for a little

while to-make.it softer, but not reaily boil it.

. Separaté the leaves and then stuff it. We usually

" You' were talking about

stuff it with rice and meat like hamburger meat,

or it could have a little pork added to if. You roll
it and then bake it. Some people do it with

tomato sauce or some kind of other sauce and
bake it in that or a touch of garlic. But fob

-Christmas Eve, the stuffed cabbage is mad

with mushrooni filling or buckwheat kasha. It is
not made: with meat because it is a day we abs-
tain from meat. |

C: guessEaster is another big holiday?

i Yes it is. Easter and Easter night for Catho-

‘lics and Orthodox alike is a very big holiday. It's

a very nice holiday.

C: It is very festive?

L: Very festive, very formal, very pretty.

“C: And you go to church Easter Sunday?

L: Yes, very early. N

C. How early? ‘

L: Sunrise, 6:00, and there is a different
celebration and after that is the mass. Now,
you'll probably want to know what religion most
of the Ukrainians are. Most are orthodox, bt the
part that | come-from the western Ukraine, and
that you have the most in Wilmington, are Cath-
ofic. But, we're not Roman Catholic, we're Cath-
olic of Eastern Rite. So it's just our customs, our
masses are just a little different from the Roﬁan

" Catholic. But we do belong to Rome as such.

L: Do you know where 'Ukraine is located?
the Ukrainians, but
where do they come from?

C: Maybe you'd better tefl us. .

L: It's in Eastern Europe and right now it's
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part of the Saviet Union; unfortunately. It's the
- -second largest tountry in the Soviet Union. Sovi-
et Union is not all Russia, it's called Soviet
Union ‘cause it's a union of all the countries,
voluntary or not, but still it's a union. Largest is
Russia and second is Ukraine. | dqQ have a little
booklet here that | want you to read. This book-
_ let is called Ukraine: The Forgotten Nation.

I can show you'a picture of Ukrainian costumb

- and | can show you a little~doll. it's made to look -

like a Ukrainian girl and this is a boy. There are
quite a few Ukrainian costumes. There isn't just
© one because every region in Ukraine has their
_own special costurme. But, if we say just Ukrai-
nian costume, this is the costume form the heart
of Ukraine, that represents sort of the Ukrainian
costume. Now this is from tie west, the moun-
‘tain region where most of these Easter eggs
come from. The girls look like that. She has
shoes like that and hand-woven $ocks. ‘
C: Isit colder there?

[
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L it's a mtle cold, it s up in the mountalns
They have littie vests that weré made of sheep
skin and the wool was inside and on the outside

‘was -just skin. And, of course, they embro&demd

and dfd things for decoration.
C: Did you wedr this type of costume?
L: | didn't. | lived in the city, and these

'costumes are old. People used them in_the vill-

ages and not all of them. Festival occasions
People in the city just dressed like we do now,
whatever the lasmon was. Every region has its
own specific costume. In the northern region*

they did not embroider in colorful fashian like N

blue or white on white, things like that. The
shirts were not'red, thay were mostly white and.
maybe a little embroidery It deperids on the
people and the climate. And the things they had

on hand, like in the mountains they had- sheep

sa théy made things out of skin and leather. And
in the central Ukraine, it is a wheat country, and
mostly fiat.-

Ukraine map, embmidery. and wood containers
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EXCERPTS FROM TAPED INTERVIEW
 WITH MARIA MUROWANY o "
. By: Joanne Dugan and Sandy Rosenzwelig

KEY: »
M: Maria Murowany
J: Joanne Dugan

J: When did you come to America?

M: | came heére as a young lady probably at
your. age or maybe even younger. | came here
when | was 16 years old. | was quite young. But,
we still retain the traditlons that our fathers and
forefathers observed. -

J: That's what we're interested in, getting

these traditions that are being passed on. We're:

comparing them throughout the Ukrainian com-
munity.

M: | think this is most important because when
you live in America, this is the land of opportuni-

ty; that opportunity Js granted to you, not just
for the sake of such, but you should reserve in

some specifi¢ way. You should extend yourself

| _to a certain point, a certain degree in order to -

really earn this privilege. It's a privilege to live in
this country, and | think too many people take
this for granted. This is what | was hoping that |
will teach my children to never take anything for
granted because they were born here and edu-
cated here and they lived well, but they should
‘be aware of other people’s needs, of other couh-
tries that are not as free as we are, that are less
privileged of having what we have. And they can
“not exercise their wills or anything else .even
‘their thoughts. For that they are persecuted for
them today. And it is ironious because today in

the 20th century we live and we should be above -

the races - economical, religious problems, the
differences, racial, nationalities, ethnic back-
grounds and so forth. We should strive to unite
" for one, perhaps, one big world because of the
air pollution that could kill all mankind.

. J: So many things get lost in the rush of
America. | was born and raised here. This is one
thing that we've found really interesting with

this project. It is really an alerting experience to .

find out about people from other countries . . .
M: You see, traditions are really fundamentat
to your whole being and they should serve you
for the rest of your life and this is really for the
elevation of mankind. Because, .without tradi-
tions, people are lost. By being Ukrainian born,
and having this background it adds a whole oth-
er dimension to my whole béing by learning all
about American culture or American life by be-
ing educated here. | finished my studies here at

S: Sandy Rosenzweig

s

. cause today, the technological age,

‘'something new is happening. But,

Date: December 17, 1977 — 7:.30 p.m.

Philadelphia Music Academy to earn my degree
in music. | think it's a privilege, but yet with the
tradition, the background | have, | think they can
complifment one another.

This is why the problem df some, even the

racial problems that we have because even the

“most primitive tribes, have their laws and they

live by their traditions and customs and. they
obey them. But, these people thaf left that part
of life and came to the new land, they cannot
identify themselves , with anything. or anyone. -
This is why they aré so confused and lost be-

enough for 8 human being to survive. It's good
but today if you learn something about space,
tomorrow may be ‘obsolete because tomorrow
some new- development or happening,
I think we
have to go back to basics, to humanity, to fun-
damentals in order to retain our equilibrium
sanity, and humdnity.

J: L think that's really’ true. You can. really get

_carried away.

M: Nothing is stable today. Taday is Jp and
down, today is space, we are flying three and
one-half ‘hours, to Europe and back. People are
considered the impact, plus or minus of the

it's not

whole system. It's wonderful what we can do to- -

day, these things . . . but there has to be some
basic principles on wmch life should be built
that will put you through the rest of your life.
That's like reading books, learning the alphabet,
and you can read books at the age of fifteen and
you understand a little of the meaning and you
re-read them at 35 or 55 and 75 and you-can still

_enjoy it.

Today, everyone is' too busy for one another.
The personal touch, the personal relation has-
been lost through the mechanized world. One .
does not relate with one another. It's work, yet, |
even the family doesn’t relate to one another.
There's such a gap between fathers and grand-
fathers #ind children and grandchildren. This is
one thing that is so important in this household,
to refain this good family relationship. Children
not only regard me as a mother, | hope that they
do regard me as their friend, their confidante. |
never invade their privacy, but yet they know
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. that | am always ‘here to listen to them. If l;can,-

- we're here to perhaps give them a direction or

" help them through the difficuit times of life, the
‘most difficult times, and ‘you'ré least prepared
for it. By working with people, you see, | am a
- singer. I'm a professional person, | work with
people of different ages and | listen to the pro-
blems of different ages, so 'm aware of what
happening. That is why ig:&so important to.keep
us together because | thi

family, we can build unity of community and the-
state, government, etc. -The nation. This is the

* smallest element in our society and if it has a

heaithy. foundation, i think we can look for
healthy leaders. :

~—

through unity of the -

PROJ ECT SUMMARY

- Both teachers and students felt more could'
have been done il the final production of this
portion of the document. It was somewhat diffi-
cult to get organized, and other demands always

" seemed to take precedence over Project PET. .
Eight students began the project, but three were

tost almost nmmedsagely after the. project orienta-
tionftraining workshop in the fall. The resulting
n?orthandedness made getting more than a bare

inimum of material very difficult. By not receiv-
ing any tangible evaluation, such as a grade,
_other more important demands seemed te get in
the way of the student’s ‘extensive involvement
in completion of a comprehensive progect docu-

mentation.
We were assisted by many people in the com-

pletion of this project, such as the following per-
sons of Ukrainian heritage:
Sylvia Murowany—musician
Sally Pundyk—homemaker "
Lewis Krieszewski—college student
Lewis Bok—sheet metal worker
Lydia Harwanko—homemaker
Paul Hmyshyn— priest
John Michalcewiz—school principal
A great deal of helg was received from Dr.

John Michalcewiz, Mount Pleasant High Schiool |

Principal. He not only supported us whenever
the need arose, but actively pggticipated in the
presentation of the Delaware Humanities Forum
evening Seminar. Special help was aiso given by
the Sisterhood at SS. Peter and Paul Ukrainian
Church, who provided a gold’ mine of inflofmar

.

)

tion. The Rev.. Paul Hmyshyn. pastor of. the

~ church, was also ‘very helpful and eager to carry «

the Ukrainian culture to the public.

The project PET team attended the following
special events that assisted us in developing the ',
Ukrainian story:

Ukrainian Craft Fair, St. Nicholas Ukrainlan
Catholic Church, December 12, 1977. ‘

Ukrainian Dance Performances, University of
Delaware, February 12 and March 18, 1978. :

Ukrainian Easter Services, SS. Peter and Paul

'Ukrainian Orthodox Church, April 30, 1978.

Philadelphia Ethnic Folk Fair, Civic Center,
Mayﬁandﬁ 1978 _

NIRRT

. $S. Peter and Pavi Tetrapod
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o PROJECT OVERVIEW

 Suzanne Weiss

Our main objective for Project PET was to
. study. the Nanticoke Indians and the folkiore of
Sussex County.

At the beginning of our project, we assigned
different members of our group to various fields
such as photography, public speaking and inter-
viewing. Interviews were set up with people in
our area who were involved, or associated in

some way, with the Nanticoke indian tribe or .

with the folklore of Sussdx County. When possi-
ble, pictures were taken and ‘a tape recording
was made.. -

We set up a radio program to be aired on dif- -

ferent area stations to inform the public about

~of us knew very little abo

our project and solicit any information pertain-

ing to our are* of study. We also placed arti-
cles in our school newspaper to let the students
know what Project PET was all about.

Preserving Ethnic Traditions (PET) was an ap-
propriate title for the project.  Atythe start, many
Nanticoke In-
dians or Sussex County folkfore. This past year

_has proven to be educational and fun, but a lot
of hard wotk came with it. ' '

In these next pagées we hope that the reader

. _; will réalize the true worth of Project PET by what

-

we hava recorded herein. *

&

STUDENT PARTICIPANTS
' Chung Ho Woo -

hris Parker

\/Steve Messick’ '

Tracy Hoffert -
Bruce Rogers <

Suzanne Weiss
Thomas Grumbling

' | TEACHER COORDINATORS
June Soukup—Social Studies’
Bayard Hendricks— Engugh Lenguage Arts

L
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Mr, Jehu Camper a local woodcarver lving in
Harrington, started whittling in 1905 when he
was ‘eight year old. Mr. Camper stated -that a

black man who used to make ax handies helped -

“him start his woodcarving. The woodcarvings ac-

‘cumulated so much that his house did not have

“throughout the interview we-would be constantly "

enough room to store all of the carvtngs The

lack of space resulted in a small museum where

now keeps all of his carvings.

Finding Mr. Camper’'s home when we went to
interview him was no problem. On the front edge
of his lawn, we immediately recognized the con-

sptcuous mailboxes with their humorous names.-
Haremail, Airmail, Trashmail, and Blackmail. The .

sight of the ilboxes gave us a feeling that

entertained by a humorous man. And, sure

+- ehough, when we saw Mr. Camper for the first

fime, we knew from his radiant, jolly face that
our conceptrons were tue. .

‘Mail boxes at Jehu Camper's

- *

As we headed.for the museum behind his

house we crossed a path that had a sign which

said “Mole ' Crossing.” Before entering the
museum, he led us to a small upright building

b

o e

J~__:'-

" JEHUCAMPER -

ChrfngHoWoaandSmmWelss ¥

. ' §

that used to be an quthousq— He .apened: th9 _
door ang staring at us was the carving of a-

woman. Upon entering the. museum we-were * .
overwheimed by the hundreds .of little carvings.
Each pleéce was a reflection of a period of time
and its various folklore that we could never get

, from library books. The whole collection was a

{""{; , ) ' . ’ ;

library in itself tetling the history of the past. Mr.
Camper is more than a woodcarver, he is a his-
torian telling the history not through books, but
through crafts. In one set, .he recreated a hog-
killing step-by-step. He said that hog killing used’ ‘
to'be a big tradition in lower Delaware. it .was .
usually in-November or in the Sprlng when they
butchered hogs.

There were humorous as well as serious
sceges such as the ‘man with the jug of apple
cider slumped over a chair or the scenes of thé
Delaware judiclal system with its whipping post
and headlocks,

Mr. Camper showed us a chair that inc!uded
his wife's parf in producing the handicrafts. He
would make the furniture and his wife would
make the upholstery.

At different points of the tour, Mr. Camper dis-
cussed the early days ‘when he was a child. It
was hard for us to believe that he received ten
cents for working sixteen hours a day! When Mr.
Camper was only a small child, transportation
was still the traditional horse and buggy, and
just as we have a love for automobilés, he recall-
ed the fond rhemories of Luther (@ mule) in a
short story that he had written.

As an example of his humor, he showed us a | [
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. black box and asked “Do you know what thls
* 187" We had no idea what it was. Then he Je-
phied, ‘| don't know either.”
4 At the end of the tour, he' asked us to sign a
. . notebook that was more than halfway filled by
"~ '* the many people who had visited the museum.
- “But," he said,. “nowadays not many’ people
come to see my museum. | guess they don’ t see
the .point of preserving sometmng like this.”
That was one poinf about which . we disagreed.
We assured him that there are people-interested
in the preservation of folklore. Fortunately, Mr.
Camper and his wife sometimes tour schools
and display their talents for'others to see.
Towards the end of the interview, he gave
each one of us a little woodcarving of an ax
- halfway into a sawed tree trunk. But it was mare
than a woodcarving that we were to take home,
.we were to take home with us the wistful me-

mories of a humorous man. We learned about a

. “ - .
N

L

‘ Al ’ . ; ‘
' This story started at the turn of the. century,
or about 1900.,At that time | was four years old. |
had a sister who was two years older. There was *
a boy named Frank thiat my parents had taken in
" to raise He was a qu months older than my sis
ter.
My parerits were /tenant farmers. We lived on &
" farm one mile west of a small town in lower Del-
aware. This farm ‘was loeated in the forks of a
. road,” bounded 0 A’n the east bf one county . road
" and on the squth by another. Upon entering the
front lane from the south road and continuing
through the barn yard and down the back lane;
.you would- tcome out to the eastbound road
about one-half mile north. On the extreme nor-
theast boundary of the farm there was a stand of
loblolly pines of considerable size, and the
. ground was always covered with pine needles
several inches deep. On the edge of this pine
-woods was a pine thicket so thick that q squirrel
“could hardly get through.
My parents were poor and had to work hard to

make a living, but we were happy and contented .
and willing to share what we had with others

less fortunate. than ourselves. Dad w*oqld always

plant extra potatoes and beans. He would .also

butcher an. eytra hog for the families {n the

neighborhood that would be hard hit before’ spr-

ing. It. was a pleasant feeling to live in that kind

__ of a neighborhood where everyone, shared and
" no oné suffered.

\)"3

Jehu .Camper

_6'1

ozmmum 1932

'period of time that we could preserve tor othars
gn words and plctures ' : y

-

~

THE MULE NAMED LUTHER

- o A TRUE STORY_AS TOLD BY

It was late in November that a troupe of Gyp-
~ _ sies moved in the pine woods on the northeast
side of the farm. They pitched four.tents. They

. had some six or seven horses, several dogs, two

goats, game birds and one_mule coit abaut six. -

+ weeks old whose mother had died the day be-
7fofg they moved in. The Gypsies had been grant-
_ed*the privilege of occupying the woods by our
landlord and were welcomed by the' neighbor-
hood. They were a musical group of Gypsies.
One of the girls was about 18 years of age and a
very talented singer. A younger brother~played
the harmonica," the father played the viplin, the
mother the accordion, granddad the drums and
grandmom would take up' the collection. This
~ musical group could play music fit for a' king. At
_ . least we thought so, for entenqinment was hard
to come by in those days. Théy wduld play at
street corners, rallroad depots, “hotels, almost
anywhere they could pick up a small collection
of nickels, dimes, and pennies. People in those
~ days didn’t spend very “freely, but the Gypsies
seemed to make out on what they received.

On Saturday,-the first of December, about the
middle of the afternoon the wind shifted to the
northeast and started to.pick up force. By that
night there were a few snow flakes starting to
fall. | remember Mother saying to Dad that it
looked like we were in for a blizzard. Dad prided
himself on predicting the weather and assured
het, since it was a moonlit night that. there

* -
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' said he coulg see or hear no sign
"the livestock which were callin

-fivestock to the south side:of |
.the sun and out of the wind.

"ed what looked like a stake

wouldn't be any snow aocumulation That put
the household at ease. '
We all retired abouf-9:30 that evening and no

‘one was up during the night to check on the

ther. Dad got up at 6 o'clock the next morn-
ng and got the rest of the family up. He told us
0 look out the windows.-All weé could see was .

'fthe top of the fence posts. Everything was

covered with $now. Our first thaught was how

“ the Gypsies had made ouf during the night. But

before we cguid go and see how they made out,

~ we h&d to do our chores.

The first thing we had to do was dig a path to

the barn yard- and attend to the livestock. There .
were cows to feed and mjlk, chickens to feed

and water 10 pump. We all pitched in and we

.were_settled down at the breakfast table at 8
“a.m. Dad was the ﬁrst ‘to finish and was off to

the barn. We all knew what was on his mind. We

watched as he got one of the work horses out of -

the stable, mounted him with his shovel in hand;
and started down the back lane toward the Gyp-

' sies’ camp. Before long Dad returned to the

stable. He proceeded to gear two horses to the
stock sleigh as the snow in the lane was too

- much for ong horse. With the sleigh he couf8 go.

across the open pasture to the Gypsias' camp.
Dad could see that in the open pasture field the
snow was not as deep. The wirid had blown. the
fields aimost clear. The storm had lessened by
now and we could see Dad as\he neared the
camp. On arriving at the Gypsids' camp, Dad
3 life :except

They were neaNy covered with. spow.

Soon one of the men folk came out. of a tent
and Dad told him that his visit was to check on
how they survived the night. The Gypsy man,
whose name was Harvey, said that they were all
in good health, but they had no food for their
livestock and no provisions for themselves. He
said they had just discussed their plight and
thought he would butcher one of their goats.
Dad put them at ease by telling them he would
be back later with whatever provisions he could
gather. He also instructed Harvey to move his
pine thicket in

: K >
When Dad started back to {he sleigh he notic-
rotruding “from .the
snow and on taking a second look he could see
it move slightly. Harvey told Dad that it was the
mule coit’s ear, and it had frozen to, leath during
the night. They were plapning to use the mule
colt's remains for dog yeat. Dad, however, had
another fdea. After scrafiing the snow away, he
would see an eye that wa very much awake. He
informed Harvey that the colt’ was alive, but Har-
vey didn't show mycty concem. Dad asked Har-

for attention. ®

\

. o Am-sc*mw. ,
vey. if he could take the colt home with hfm to
'see if he coul(l nurse it back_ to. heaith. It was
agreed that {f Dad could not revive the colt, then
- - he was to return it to the Gypsies' camp, and.
they would use the remains -for dog food. If the’

colit lived, Dad could keep it.

When Dad retumed home with the mule colt.

- . _.we were three happy kids. However, | couldn’t

A

say the same for my mother, as this meant more

work for her. In spite of everything, she went to
work and hedted somé milk. She proceeded to
force feed the mule colt but it seemec&.:hat he
‘coutdn’'{ gwallow. :

" Dad instructed_us to get some straw from h‘e :

barn and put it on the ffoor of the brooder h
‘which was equipped with a-stove. We start
fire in the brooderhouse stove and laid the mule
colt on the straw. Soon it was vary comfortable
. inside the building.
By this time Dad retumed from a trip around
~ the neighborhood with the sleigh loaded with
supplies for the Gypsies. He had feed" for the
livestock, potatoes, dried beans, and chickens. -
MotHer was also busy getting some supplies to-—
gether. She had butter, eggs, canned fruit, scrap-

ple, sausage, and even some cracklins for the -

dogs. When Dad arrived at the Gypsy camp, Da-

vid, the Gypsy boy, said Sarta Claus sure had

come early this year. -

Upon returning home Dad. was still concerned
about the mule colt. He sent Frank over to a
neighbor who was good with sick animais. He\
advised us to 'use warm water instead of warm

. milk. To our surprise, the colt was able to
swallow; and swaliow he did, everything he
could reach. After two or three days he was up
and around and eating almost 9nything in sight.
Dad told us he didn't think we would be able to

( Y
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. keep the mule colt as he never stopped eating.
But he let us keep hi yway. ,

- - Now we decided it ‘time the mule colt had
a nameé. Mcther came up with the name Luther,
named aftef thé grandfather Gypsy. The grand-
father seemed to be very pleased that we named
the mule colt after him.

.Now | guess it's time to describe Luther as to
color and -size. The first thing you noticed was

his white nose and four white legs. His body

was sorrel with some dark patches. Luther was a

medium sized mute and grew to weigh about 900

pounds. | can't really say much for his looks, but
he certainly was a good natured animal. You

" could do most anything to him. You could craw!

.under his belly, between his legs, pull his tail,
but under no- circumstances touch his ears. He
sure would come to life if you tried to do that.
His hair was always slick and shiny. Dad said
the reason wasso many children climbing on
and sliding off kept him well groomed. '

Luther was hardly a year old when we kids
were riding him. By the time he was two years
old you WQ{H see, two Kids, on his back and
another  fidi g in a wagon pulled by a rope’
around Luther's neck. Up and down the lane we
‘would go with Luther stopping at each bush
" along the way to take a bite. Luther never seem-
ed to get filled, and mother always said that we
.never needed a garbage can around with Luther.
It didn't make any difference to Luther what she
threw out. He would even eat potato peelings,
corn husks and bean hulls. He seemed to have
an appetite for anything.

One day we kids conceived the idea that
whoever got on Luther's back for a ride would
carry a stick and ‘touch him on the ears to hurry
him up. But Luther was pretty smart’ He would
ease- under the clothesline and that would take

care- of his rider. During the many years that

' Luther was with us. | never knew of any kid that
got hurt by his actions. Maybe a bruise or a
scrape, but nothing. serious.

The day finally came when Dad thought it was
about time for Luther to earn his keep. It was
. really a day jo be remembered when Dad tried to
~slip the bridle over his ears. Qad said. ‘| never
knew a mufe who could get histhead in so many
" positions.” After about an hour. Dad emerged
from the stable almost exhausted with instruc-
tions for us tp never pull that bridle off. From
then on you would see Luther with his bridie on.
The bit was removed from his mouth when eat-
ing or drinking. The bridle also had blinders on
it. Luther could pnly see straight ahead.

We kids decided to take advantage of this si-
tuation and have some fun. We would lay an ear
of corn on the ground. where Luther could see it.
One of us would stand on one side and one on

. .the other. When Luther would approach tﬁe ear

of corn, put his head down to take a bite, each
of us would grab one of Luther's ears and hold
on for dear life. Boy, Luther would sure go
into some wild actions; This only happened a
few times.before Dad nd out and said if he
ever saw us-do this again he was going to give
Luther back to the Gypsies. That was all he had
to-say to us, forwe just wouldnt know what to

‘do without Luther..

Luther was always in demand after he was
“broke” to harness. Many of our neighbors
wbuld borrow him to- cultivate their gardens.

-Luther was slow moving and his small feet did

not trampie- the vegetables. But there is one -
thing you could be sure of - the corn wouldn't
have as many leaves when Luther got finished
cultivating. One neighbor said if you left Luther
in the garden long enough he would. even- eat
the bean poles.

The town's people a mile away would use Lu-

ther to work their gardens and when they were
~ ™hnished with: him they would turn him loose

geared to a sleigh with the plow and cultivators.
He would start eating along the side of the road
when he ieft the edge of town arid wduld eat all
the way home. This took him about half a day.
When he reaohed home he would -be ready t0
eat his supper.

| well remember that day late in October when
we got home from school. Mother told us it was

‘time to gather in the_ pumpkins and citrons as

we could expect-a frost anytime. Frank and | hit-
ched Luther to the stock sleigh and proceeded
down to the. garden. There was too much for one

" load so we ioaded on apout half and started for

the barn. Dad was near the lane husking corn. In
back'of the barn was a slight incline. Old Luther
was pulling away, when all of a sudden he stum- -
bled and almost went down. Dad was looking
about and told us to let him catch his breath.
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Frank and | were told to get off the slelgh and'
walk up the hill. When we thought . Luther was.
rested, we' gave him the word to go. He started,
" took -about three steps and stumbled and went
down. Dad had observed what had happened,
and rushed over. The first thing he did was to
take hold of Luther's ears and when there was
no resistence we know what had happened. Lu-
‘ther was dead.

-But this wasn’t the last for Luther. In those
days when an animal died, the easiést means of
disposal was to haul the remains in the woods
and let the vultures take care of it. The three of .
us children said that this was not going to hap-
pen to old Luther. He was to be buried. Dad said
-that he was in the middle of harvest and it would
take two or three days to dig a grave big 8nough
for Luther. He said he just could not take the -
time now. Mother spoke up and said that Luther
was going to be buried if she had to dig the
grave. Well, the next morning Dad started out
bright and early with his shovel. We had some
- neighbors whe heard about Luther's death and
they came over to help dig his grave. Before
“night the grave was dug and Luther's body was
lowered in, with his bridie on.

4

.~ .~ 7 WREATH MAKING

| ‘ ~ Chung Ho Woo and Suzanne Weiss

‘Mrs. Mills, from Selbyville, Delaware, gave
- some home economics students a demonstra-'
tion on holiday wreath making.
All you need to make one of these wreaths is
a flexible stick, holly or cedar_sprigs, wire, and ~
spme patience. . b

- ‘) | - _
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The followmg instructions can be used to
make a holiday wreath :

. )
1. Blend the stick and join the two ends, form- .

ing a clicle. Bing the stick together with thin
. wire or twine. _

. e
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2. Wrap some wire onée or twice around the
. stick to secure it (make sure you auow yourself
, enough wire to bind the sprigs)

3. Take a sprig of holly or cedar and lay it on
the hoop in the place where you have secured
the wire. Wind-the wire around the stem of thg
sprig once or twice to affix it to the hoop.. Take

another sprig and do the same thing, placmg the

N sprigs closely so that your wreath will be full.

-

e

(Repeat this until you come to where you started. "

Wrap-the wire around the hoop a few more times
and then bend the wire back and forth in the

" same place until it snaps into two pieces.

Hopefully, your wreath will have turned out as
beautifully as Mrs. Mills’ wreath. If you make the
holly wreath, you may have noticed that’the’
sharp points-on the leaves were rather painful.
Mrs. Mills has her own way of solving that pro-
blem - “I just pretend that the sharp points

. aren't there,”” she told us. But, somehow that
* seems rather difficult t6 do. PEERY

If you decide that wreath making is something'

you are good at, maybe you could make a profit

from your work. Many people sell their wreaths_
during the holiday season, usually getting bet-
ween three and five dollars a wreath. Way back

* then} wreath making was a profitable holiday

business even though the average price for a
wreath was between five and ten cents!

These wreaths also make very lovely gifts, and
making the wreaths helps to perpetuate one of
Delaware's older crafts. : '

-~




NANTICOKE INDIAN HISTORY

Christopher Parker

Upon arrival on the shores of Delaware,
English settlers gave us our first account of the
indians on the Eastern Shore. Such accounts
were of- their violence (Captain John Smith ac-
cused the Nanticokes of throwing rocks at the
ship as it dpproached the shore) and their pas-
Siveness (many books talk of the Indians only in
terms of hunting and fishing and other means of

survival). With such sketchy reports, it is' very-
_-difficult to compile an authentic history on the
" Nanticoke Indians.

The land in this area was named Delaware in
honor of Lord De La Warr with several groups of
Indians including the.Lenni Lenape or Delaware
and the Nanticokes living here. Indians of dif-
ferent tribes were often placed under the same

'Delaware headmg This added to our research

dilemma.

The tribes did, however, manage to hold onto
their namgs a > and as in the case of
-their 1anguages until
E. Clarke to whom a monu-
the'last to speak the langu-

age). The names given to the:rivers, lakes and
- creeks came from the Indians who claimed them

and mpany still exist. -

The Nanticokes lived in huts along rivers and
creeks (their main source of transportation) in
townlike villages. These villages consisted of

" between: 50 to 200 people whe lived in crude, .

one rgom hifts during bad weather and the rainy
season. The Nanticokes built fences around
their towns to protect the inhabitants ‘from. wild
anjmals. and rival tribes. The ‘white man con-
sidered these as Indian forts.

*  Nanticoke indian Cantgr

Indians ate two or &ree regular meals each
day, although they would eat’ anytime they were
hungty. Their most popular food was corn, which
they called maize. Indians ate corn on the cob
and, ih addition, the kernels were.used for _many

kinds of food. Corn kemqls were pounded into

flour in a log mortar with a wooden or stone pes-

tie.

The Indians also ate deer rabblt turkey. duck,
squirrel and other wild animals and fowl. Animal
meat was cooked in a stew to which corn and
beans were added.

Fish was an important food for Indians who
lived pear the ocean as did the Nanticokes. They
were fishermen rather than hunters. Hunting was
something ~ they did only dunng hard times.
These fish were .baked" and ground into fish

~ Stew. . .

The Indians would spear the fish in the water.
the spear being -a lcng stick with a Sharp bone
or stone. Another ‘method was to use a line as=-
the flshermen.do today. They used:line made of
grass with a bone hook.

The clothing of the Nanticokes was made of -
animal skins due the lack of cotton and wool:
In the summer the men wore lom cloths and oil °
to protest them against insect bites. In" the
winter, they wore bear skins the6wn over one
armr while the other was left bare.

In' the fall'“when the leaves turned yéliow"
they held their most religious hollday The In:
dians held it in a large hut and it lasted ;welve
days. it was called the “'big house.ceremony."
Inside.the big hotise were three poles WhﬂFB ten
to twelve masks were pamted red and black sim-
ulating the twelve gods as the Indians sm‘ned
them. During the ceremony some of the ‘men "
told of visions they had as boys. The whole cere-
mony was designed throygh the drum beating

- and colored feathers to drive away bad spirits.

The Nanticokes were very healthy people who
enjoyed- the outdoors and good food. When they
were, sick, a medicine man would be called on to
drive away the spirits. He would use berries,
roots, leaves and bark as medicines. Many of the
herbs used are still growing in Delaware today.
Nanticoke medicine men were supposed td
know how .to make a strong poison that killed
neople. They put the poison in the drinking
water of the rival tribes. It was also put on the
arrowheads of the warriors and used in battle.

ind¥ans believed in “'sweating” and they would
build huts into which het rocks were carried.
The Indigns crawled in through an®opening and

~ wafer would be poured over the rocks. The In-.
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Y - Mr. Wright was hard .of hearing and slow inre - U

‘<

dians would remain there until their pores were
. opened and then they would jump into a river.
" This was practiced both sulnmer and winter. 7
Trade was prevalent among the Indians_along
the Eastern Shore.’ Such trade items as furs,
. beads and arrowheads were common. Other than
trading, money .was used for acquiring goods. it
- was commorjly referred to as “wampum' and
was nothing@ore than seashells. Value was
given to these shells for their potentlal use in
making necklaces.
" The Indidris, as previously. mentloned traveled -
by river and perhaps something should be toild
of the art of a canoe making. The men would cut
" down a tree and “dig out” through the center
making sure not te poke Holes in the bottom..
Digging but-means to burn out a len of the
log- covering the preserved péns witty wet mud.
The boat was “sanded’ down wit dged rock.
'Nanticoke burial Was very. strange in that they

cut apart the bones, after stripping away the
ﬂash% them into a bag and. buried fthem '
either alBhe or in a “‘community grave” called an

‘ossuary. Almost ‘all Indians were treated the
same in this regpect,.chiefs and warriors alike.

. OSCAR & WALTEH (TH HE WRIGHT QROTHERS)

: ' Tam Grumblmg, Tracy Hoffdr, Christopher Parker, -
-  Suzanne Weiss, Chung Ho Woo :

A

The following is part of an interview mth Mr.

- tvalter Wright, a craftsman and an elder of the
. Nafiticoke Indian Tribe. He is ninety-seven years

. old, and currently resides in Oak Orchard.

" When we tirst saw Mr. ‘Walter Wright, he was
seated in a recess between a warm furnace and
-an old cabinet. His gaze was concentrated on.a
patch of light coming in from'the kitchen. Brown-

- blotches of skin marred his forehead and hands.

membermg the past. ‘We had to shout oyr ques- B 3
tions and wdit a long time for the barely audible RN
short answers. YU

“'Have you lived’ hia" your. %’7' T

‘,‘Yes. %
“What kind of worf®™id you&
. yes. Had own schodi.”. . down ther' at

Indlan School. H’ad fmx,,tw‘ months of

schooliiy’.” : Voo m & 8
Mr. Wright afsqwlp_ 4 v ;’_4,;;{'.
separation of the Nkt |

-gaid that many-of the lndianQ Lot
Maryland, and North Caronndi", Y.
born on Janu_ary 21, 1881. '

Walter Wright

* ! . : * . . ’ - . ‘\ M §.
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“and:

Oscar\nght ther'a bmmer alao was very
interesting. When we' first- entered his house, heé

was a little appmhensive. but soon enough he
wis eaoerto shm with us the rich memoﬂee of

" his past. :
Within p¥ tribe; Oscar s Known as a craft-
sman use of the many items: he still makes

"Wast items reflect the Nanuqoke In-
dians” culf
implédments that wdre used to shuck com. (Os-
car reminded us thet the Nanficoke Indians were
peaceful tarming Indians.) A leather strap is at-
tached.to & siy -inch-long wooden dowel which is

~ pointed at bne end. It is litted over the middle
. ﬁngag or fhe whole hand .when shucklng the

corn.

From an old drawer Oscar showed us some-

neckiaces. One was a peach pit neckiace. The
other necklace was made of rattiesnalge ver-
tabrae and beads. Oscar had caught th rat-
ttesnake himsaelf. .

. When we told Oscar that his brothef \Nalter '
had recommendeéd him to us, he toid us a’ funny ‘.

story about his brother. ,
“Walter and. a friend Were bitten by a mad.’
dog. The dog was killed and his head was sent

.. to a hospital to see if the dog was -rabid and
sure enough it was rabid. Since the closes{

place for ¢reatment of rabies was in Baltimee,

Walter and his friend were sent to Wse hospital

in Baltimore, although Walter, didn’'t wanf to go.

" He took' the liberty fo fulfill his wish and ran

away from the hospital, never receiving the treat-
ments. His friend received the treatments for

rabies, but Walter outllved his friend nonethe.

less.”

Oscar then showed us his school companlon
It actually- was & pencil box which he has had
sincehe was seven years old. Unlike schools to-

_ day, the indian School didn’t give any grades.
When the subject of hunting was introduced, -

Oscar said that Walt used to do.a lot of hunting.

Wait would make a snare by stripping a small’

tree. He would bend it over for a vayiting like
force and attach a wire loop at the end.

Oscar went on to show us some more items.
One was a tomahawk- head that he found in his
garden. When Oscar showed us a headband

made by his wife, we found out that his wife |
was blind. The headband was varied in colors

and very intricately made.
Oscar also told us about eel baskets They

. were shaped similarly to fish-catching baskets.

The baskets were funnel-shaped and crab bait
was attached to the end of the basket funnel.
Some of the things that Oscar made to sell

re. One of the items, Oscar showed -
.glcker. The plckers were farming .

Eel basket

were miniature baskets made from black wainut
wood. it would take him ahout an héur to make
one basket.

. Oscar elaborated mostly on the great pow- .
wows of 1921 and 19830. Great numbers of peo- )
.- ple would come from many states. At one time,

thousands of people would be feasting on pot-
pias, chicken and dumplings and drinking from.
gourds. The pow-wow “lasted no more than one
day and night.

Sussex Central Pgaiecf PET smbnn at Delsware Hw
Forum lecture.  /° A

-
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

The McKean PET Project was -most suc-
cessful. The team members conducted inter-
views, developed .a slide show, and produced
material for-an illustrated report. In addition to
those material accomplishments, the students
learned intérviewing techniques, .became more
familiar with photographic equipment, and were

i.t)troduced to methods of presenting oral and

o | Student Participants

written material. Even more intrinsic learing
took place in their understanding of a generation

- or two above them. Fifteen interviews were con-

ducted, mainly of members aof the Italian com-
munity. One of the greatest rewards of this ac-
tivity &vas to hear a student remark aiter an inter-
view, “Wasn't that a great interview. Warant
those people something else!"”

James Cook
James Elkins
Judy Kasses
Todd Landry

Suzanne Scott S

David Silvetti
Susan Talarico

- David Womer

Teacher Coordinator
Irene Long. English Language Arts -
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A WAI.KING TOUR THROUGH LITTLE ITALY

The tour began when we attended. mass at .

Saint Anthony’s Catholic Church. The members
of this study group were quliet and attentive
while the Catholic ones participated in the
rituals of the servite and took communion.. The
service was conducted by Father O'Neat who la-
ter greeted us and allowed us to take pictures of

- the choir loft and altar. He took time to point out
a pai.nttng of the mother of one of the students. .

The painting showed the mother when sha was

~a young child.

All of the project students were impmssed by

"the beauty and ornateness of the church. We

took as many pictures as posslbte within the
limited time period aliowed after the service.
The lady caretaker invited us back for the Via
Cruces on Friday evenings. Aiso, She encourag-

~ ed our team to be thare on Good Friday, though-
it would be very crowded. As a matter of fact,

she layghed and exclaimed that "pemaps there
should be two Good Fridays.” '

St. Anthony's Romen c.m Church p«msmmn

Followmg mass, we went for our appointment
with father Robert Balducelll, keeping our
ﬁngers crossed that he had not” been calied
_Bway. After leaving the church; we went to an
" adjacent building, the rectory it too was lovely
in stone with a numbér of stamed glass win-
dbws. - The foyer was a recegtmn area where
Father Robert greeted. the project team and in-
vited us into a conference room. Thié room
seemed like a homey yet business- like, hall with
couches at. one end and a;conference table at

* another. .

The interview _itself was fascinating. Father
Robert was a natural to interview. He spoke to
the point and elaborated at just the right places

- ‘and then paused for the nekt question. As one

asked a few questions, the others listened atten-
tively. L .

Following a half hour visit, Father Robert catt-‘

ﬁmll

St Amre Rectory

-

o Padua and Saint Anthony's grade school and

.told them to be expecting us. He, being a busy
person, had™ eomeone else walting to see him
and could not accompany the project students.

No pictures were taken during the interview:

We did take pictures for a few minutes afferward

and then left for a tour through Padua Academy.

One small interiude was a greeting to the school
.dog—a Saint Bemgrd A few students from the
group went to see him in his dog house which

sits between the.church and the rectory.. Claire, .

the affectionate dog's name, was always happy
to see anyone who happened to walk his way.

- Padua, the girls' high school was about three
biocks from the ghurch. Since the weather was
‘cold and snowy, we walked briskly.

A student Karen O’Kane, was assigned to es-
cort our team around the school. She was very
friendly and personable and directed our atten-
tion to the right of the front foyer, pointing out a
wall plaqQue with the names of the volunteers

who' donated their labor to the building of the

* school.

r~
[/

The most astonishing thing about the school
was the tremendous amount of art work. Father
Robert has a truly miraculous capacity for work

and a talent that is beyond belief. Every hallway °
' " 75
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. the art
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has mosaic inlays of every scene imaginable

" such as zodiac signs, Biblical -stories, and Amar-
ican history scenes.’ They .were on la’hdings..

stalrways, and foyers, among other places. The
library had a mural of mythological figures along
the balcony. Blank walfs had murals that were
outlined by Father Robert .to be tilled in by
students. The hallways were lined with reproduc-
tions of famous artists, all with (rames and por-
“table lights.

- Pather Robert had explained beforehand that
his love of art and beautiful things was definitely
an ethnic tradition. His talent has undoubtedly
‘remained a tradition to an incredible degree. He

also was especially proud that Padua had been-

' chosen to be a reception hall for President Car-
ter's visit tc the Wilmington area. It was that
‘beautiful building that was chosen as a fitting
place for a Chief of-State.

- We left Padua and madé a quick tour.of the.

grade school which adjoins the church. Again,

and ties - even the youngest of children.
~ Standing among the many restaurants in Little
Haly is the church at Ninth and duPont. We rode
up to Sixth.and Scott Street to Andrisani’'s Mar-
ket. it just so happens that the owners are the
parents of Mrs. Maria Kelley, who is a teacher at
- the McKean High School. Mrs. Andrisani was de-
lighted with our visit. Mr. Andrisani was asleep
in the apartment right off from the store. The
group " stayed fifteen “minutes but could have
stayed there for the rest.ot-the afternoon. '
Next. the group walked down to Riccio's Food
Market. Two of the boys had already walked
ahead to take more pictures. N

There was some bacala (dried fish) outside.
but inside there were somé vegetables carried
fof mostly Italian trade. Mr. Riccio said he had
been there for ten years but had been on Madi- .
son Street for some thirty years. He was very

rk._abounds. The girls were in coats

-

jovigl. and quite a clown He put plants up'to a

“student’s ear while our photographer snapped .
_pictures. Unfortunately, the camera jammed and

as a result the pictures did not develop properly.

One of the members of the group bought arti- .

chgkes and- related that they were hard to get.

. The“‘group left and Mr. Riccio continued what he

had*planned to do when we tourists barged in —
.to go agross the street to get a beer..

- 'As the group continued to the middle of the
next -block, we stopped at another very small

Italian grocery store called Peter Pops. This ohe

even had a cashier, part of the family, of course.” .
There is a rather extensive line of Italian pro- -
- ducts sold here such as ¢andy, shuces, oils, and

macaroni. Thére is- hardly room for ten peopls,
but the team was able to mil| around for a few
minutes.. The -group introduced themselves as
they do when going into any store. huckily, a

group member recognized one of the Papa fami- -
 ly and again the welcome was a bit more hearty.

We took pictures holding products with Italian
labels and left. Outside there was more bacala.
One of the group held up & bacalg at arm‘s
length and was phdtographed.

Across the street was-a quaint_ bkick butlding
with a stone inscription which was identified as

a lodge. The group had discussed the origins of R

se groups with Father Robert. ,
The group walked on heading for Peter's Five
and Ten. We all crowded in and the shopkeeper

_dgain }bcognized a member -of oy( group. A

strange, but pleasant rerger of the focus points

occurred here. A very concerned member of the -

group was trying to ascertain the location of a
relatives dry goods shop. The daughter of -the

. owner of Peter’s Five and Ten told the student

that it had “been right across the street. A

customer hs}émng to the conversation spoke up

to say he had known the student’s uncle. They
were most congenial and happy. to talk to us.

One point of interest-in Pete’'s Five and Ten
\xas the array of spaghetti bowls and macaroni

achines. Because of the interest we 'had in ar-
tifacts, we took several pictures.

Finally we climbéd back into our station
wagon - all ten of us and drose to Difonzio's
Bakery. It was getting late and the group had to
be getting back to school. The group stopped in
front of the store and our coordinator,
Long. went in. She bought some pizza. cold -
the dough kind. We took pictures of the baskets
of rolls. We also took a picture of the Corleto
Funeral Home next door. .

" The group ate thé pizza on the way home and’

arrived tired but satistied and richer for our ex-
.perience of touring through Lmle Italy. It \&Sqof
cowrse, not iong enough to spend there jbut it
was great fun and very rewarding.
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HISTORY OF
-SAINT ANTHONY’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

_The first idea of having a church for the ltattan e

people in Wilmington bsgan in 1824. The bishop '

in the area nanved Rather Teeker as pastor of the
church to be bulit.' He was given the task of br-

"inging the church back to the people. Father
Tucker said that the peopie had fallen into a
" trend of coming only three times guring their life
. to church, "when ‘they were hatched, metchod

and dispatched.”

Father Tucker. was born ln Wilmington He had .\
spent time in taly ahd was. thd tirst enrolfed in-
‘Salesianum School. He chose the spot where’
‘the new church would bé quiet. It was between -
Streets.

Scott and'duPont and Ninth and Tenth
‘Father Tucker also. chose the name of the

. ohurch as Saint Anthony, honoring a favorite
‘Itattansatnt . .
. Some of the peoplé on the finance committee

organized” by Father Tucker were Nicholas
Fidance, A. Petrillo, and P. Del Campo. The
Bishop of Wilmington gave $1000, and during

‘the first “woek they raised 350000 toward
"‘buitding the new. church .

The first shovel - of ground was broken. on -

March 8, 1825. it took until March 28, 1926,
before. the first Mass was ‘held in the church. It
took place on Palm Sunday and over 4000 peo-
ple showed®up. People were ‘stariding outside to

~ listen to his first service in the newly. bulit
- church. They must have been satlsﬂed with the
service .because almost everyone “present be-

_cememembers

. St. Anthony's Sanctuary /

’
-

Saint Anthony's is truly one of the oply chur-
ches produced by Wilmingtonians, for it was
conceived in the mind of a Wilmington priest,
planned by a Wilmington architect and con-
structed by Wilmington contractors and labor-
ers

* Since the early days of Samt Anthony. two
other schools have been built » a grade school
and a girls’ high school named Padua Academy.

Now the community is in the process of re-
modelling the armory and making it mto a Senior
Citizens' Apartment Building..

77
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" Mary Andrisani

' The bell of the shop tinkled as the door swung
apen. Mrs. Andrisani stepped quickly to the,
-counter, leaving the tetevision program she was

watching. With a broad smile on her pleasant ‘

face, her arms crossed, she spoke.

““May | help you?" She recognized the PET
‘group from Having seen them during the tour of
Littie ttaly. “Oh, welconie.: Paul the children are
here."” -

Mr. and Mfs. Andrisam were beautiful people
and provided a delighttul interview. Mg An-
drisani is a skilled craftsman, and his handiwork

" was aggfired by the group of young people with
great sincerity and amazement. Mrs. Andrisani

- keeps active as the proprietress of the small
grocery store in the heart of Little ltaly. Their

?residence is behind the store, and before taking
us through to talk to Mr, Andnsam she closed
the store so she could be-part of*the interview.

Immediately, it betame apparent that Mr. An-

- drisani had prepared himself for our visit. He
was a little nervous at first, but he spoke for an
hour and a half remembering exact names,

-

{

i
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THUMBNAIL SKETCHES OF PERSONS INTERVIEWED
AN AFTERNOON WITH MR. & MRS. PAUL ANDRISANI -

_"?i’o,'r

e

o  Paul Andriseni

" dates, and addresses. of his 'fobs friends and

residences.

Beginning as a cart and wagon maker in ltaly.
he left as Mussolini was rising to pawer, an-
ticipating the toss of freedom that the Italians *
were to suffer under the dictator's control. Here
in this.country in his early twénties, knowing on-
ly a few aunts and cousins, he began a series of
jobs that were 3kill demanding. Some of these
jobs included work in a piano factory, in the

. housing industry, and ‘in the infant industry of
airplane building. Mr.

Andrisd™ worked for
Balanca Corporation of New Castle for twenty
years. He was extremely proud to have worked
on the airplane that flew non-stop to Germany’
one month after Lindbergh's historic flight. He
told the story relating that Balanca was almost
chosen to build the Lindbergh plane.

Memorabilia abound in the Andrisani’'s house.
The group was privileged to see the pictures, -
plans and mementos collected over a span of
half a century. Most amazing of all is Mr. An-
drisani’'s expertise in furniture making. He does

‘7 -
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almost all the work with hand tools, and it is im-

. possible to describe the beauty and artistry of

the works he produces. There are pleces in Hag-
ley Museum that he was commissioned to do as
reproductions. Items he has created around his
home seem like- priceless antiques. The unas-
suming pleasure Mrs. Andrisani took in her.hus-
band's work and her charming interruptions to

A,emm?:me of her husband's remarks are a part
of her warm personality. There was an amusing

occurrence when Mr. Andrisani became provoks
ed that his wife was taking too much time with
her story because he: wanted to get on with his.
She. laughed good naturedly and conceded.

. While some of, the students were photograph- |
ing Mr. Andrisani’s crafts and furniture, Mrs. An-

drisani led a few others to her kitchen and to'the
store in front. She showed them the food she
keeps in the freezer sqcas to be epared for her
children and grandchildren when Wy come to
dinner. Mrs. Andrisani spoke with’great pride

about her son, Paul, who has a Ph. D. in ‘econom-

ics: her son, Joseph, who graduated from the

University of Delaware and who -wa$ employed -

by duPont as an. engineer, and ‘har, daughter,
Maria, who became a teacher of English at Mc-
Kean High School. Referring to their life, Mrs.
Andrisani stated, ‘Paul never made a lot of mon-
ey. In today's society money is emphasized."”
They did not expect their children to be furniture
makers .or operators of small businesses. A
good education was their goal for their children,
and they are proud of their accomplishment.
However, Mr. Andrisani's skill is unique and his
productions priceless to his famnly

Because the PET-students had other commit--
ments, the group had to leave, much to the dis-
appointment of the Andrisanis, especially to
Mrs. Andrisani, who had invited the group to
stay for a snack. To satisfy the Italian ‘hostess’
need not to send anyone away unfed, she insist-
ed that the students at least take candy bars

. Wlth them.

Paul AndrisdQi‘'s chair section patiem -~ ‘ .
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A VISIT WITH Mns JOSEFINE GALLO

Mrs. Gallo will never .move from her present

home. Since her late husband and she ran a gro-
cery store at that location for many years, she
‘has come to love the neighborhood, known to
" the residents as East 11th Street. For one thing,

she just had her porch fixed; and for .another,

Mrs. Gallo said she liked being able to,.walk to
St. Mary's €hyrch which was nearby.

It was a pleasant surprise to interview anyone
. who reSided so far away from Little Italy. We

- were also amazed at Mrs. Gallo's :strong deter- -

mination and pride at-being able to live: alone
with no compamonship at all. What was even
more surprising was _the spacijousness of her
home, .for no one would expect such : large
home in a residence right off the‘ city street.

The store area was converted tp a regular
reom, aithough now it is nearly empty. The first
room you observe as you walk into her homé is
an entrance sitting room. Next to the sitting
room, on the left, is a dining room and an adjoin-
~ing kitchen. The main living quarters are lpcated
. upstairs, along with the parlor bedroems and
"bathrooms. It is truly amazing that Mrs. Gallo
can clean and keep_ the appearance neat in' such
a large home, but her sparkiing re(rlgerator
showed clear-cut evidence of her immaculate
and meticulous care. According to her grand-
daughter, Mary Ann Borrelh Mrs. Gallo is so

careful about cleanliness that she always Yried
food in the basement so it woh't splatter grease ‘

in her upstairs }utchen

Porcelsin figusine

Mrs.. Gallo ‘showed us ‘many_heautiful hand-
crafted ltems. Trained as & seamstress in italy,
“she has continued to employ her skill through-
out her extended life-span. Her granddaughters
have received her gifts of bedspreads, table-
cloths, and hand-decorated pillows. She showed
us. one piece that she has been designing for
her newly married granddaug‘mer it was clearly
.visible that she was pleased with her latest crea-
tion.

As a collectpr of mementos and porcelain

pieces, Mrs. Gallo had‘much to show us to dem-
" onstrate the artistic talent of her fellow Italians.
The exquisitly decorated porcelain vases, deli- -

cately styled boxes, and the sfatuesque figur-
ines were only a' few of her prize possessions
that she has brought back from lItaly. Her love
for beautiful things was reflected in the crafts
which are scattered throughout her entire home.
She also demonstrated her talent-of embroid-
ery to the girls who were especially interest
her magnificent hobby. Her main tool for em

dery was a loop which she held in her lap as she’

worked. Everyone was amazed at her creativity
.and her ability to work in such fine detail. Her

. useful hobby hasgbrought much happiness, not

anly to .her, but to all those for whom she. his
made thmgs -

: Josephine embroidering
. With forceful congeniality, we were all invited

to a snack of cookies and coffee with her. The

cookies she served .were Italian pizzelles and
like magic they rapidly disappeared from the ser-
ving plate.

For as long as Mrs. Gallo can possibly survive

on her own she will do so, for she does not want

= .to -be dependent on anyone. Her loving attitude

towards people is typical of the Italian women of
her generatidn«whp were producers of families,
co-workers in business, and later Grand Dames
of many a descendant e

..\



A VISIT WITH. THE GUNGUIS -
. “Did you see my letter to the editor about add-
ing another bus line?" ,

--1f anyone deserved.the name “Spitfire,” Mrs!
Lucy Gungui does. She has long been involved
in community affairs and has become a
spokesman for the concerns of senior citizens.

In their compact apartment in Woodiand.
Heights, Mr. and Mrs. Gungui Spoke about their
life in this country. A second generation
Italian/American. Mrs. Gungui grew up in Wilm-
ington’'and helped-her parents who ran a grocery

store. She remembers the. hard working. people.

who helped her parents, run a grocery store. She

. remembers the hard working. people who helped
her-parents and helped one another through -
- both good and bad times without depending on

welfare. .

One mterestmg account Mrs. Gungui recalled ‘

was a funeral she was taken to by her mother.
The body was drawn to the cemetery in a special
trolley car, and she had saved an account from a
News Journal story about special trolley cars.
The trolleys running to Brandywine Springs Park
were aiso recalled as were many stories about

_ places in Wilmington while she was growing up.

Mrs. Gungui emphasized the necessity of a
good education. She called schooling the most
important. accompllshment in life, and she urged

. the students to continue theirs as long as possi-

~N
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-to job, place to place, bettering his

gladly un

ble. Her own lack of education always hindered
her, she stated, although she tried hot to be si-
lenced on that account. Her scrapbook of news:
paper articles in which she has been mentioned

and her letters to the editor are evidence of her

outspokenness.
.Mr. Gungui,

men did, he spent several years going fpdm job
move. The variety of experiences these ‘men had
are amazing. They were willing {6 learn new
trades, hold new jobs, and go différent places in
order to advance themse!lves New retired and in
uncertain health, Mr. Gungui gétains a twinkle in
his, eye and a tendency to gh at whatever he
can. o
‘Underlying the conv
that the Gunguis wi
city. Mrs. Gungui, i

tion was the feeling

act, was teagling a crusade

d they were back in the

who was rockirig as his wife: -
-spoke, later told of his coming to this country
from Sardinia, which he recalled fondly as be{ng :
green and beautiful. As so many other immigrant -

ork at every -

to add more buseé to the lines so that people -

Iy

who did not drie in the suburbs <ould have
more mobility.

The gro
cookies at’
and some

as also entertained to fea and
e Gunguis, shown. picture albums,
autiful handiwork which Mrs. Gungui _
xed to dls’play to the admiring group.

‘v . - : \

A VISIT WITH JOSEPH AND JENNY JULIAN

Both second generation ltalians, Mr. and Mrs.

“Jukian have many roots in the community that in-
.. clude activities from Little Raly to our own

McKean school district community. Their son,

. Paul, is the principal of #Marbrook Elementary in

the Marshallton-McKean School District and
their grandchildren attend McKean High Sehool.

Although they are both in their eighties, the
Julians are still very active people in the com-
munity. Mr. Julian, whq looked as if he was only
in his sixties, is a tall, erect-and a proud-looking
man. He spoke with all the intimate knowledge
of his boyhood in Little ltaly where immigrants

flocked, and how it grew with amazing rapid-

ness. The immigrants flowed into America which
they considered to be their "Land of Promise.”
Discussing the depression years, he iffformed us
of expert masons apd carpenters who built
structures for so little money. just enough to
make a bare living. He alse spoke to us about
quarrymen and railroad workers, all commonly
italian immigrants.

—0 —
-

. Photo of Fidance held by Joseph Jilian
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ﬁ ) ) . Joseph and ‘Jenny Julian

One interesting little anecdote' he told was -
about a funeral of ansimportant Italian leader in
which the procession was followed by a band of

musicians playing a dirge. Such a process:on.
was qmte common.

Picnics held by various Italian fraternal gréups-
were’ still fresh in Mr. Julian's mindgas he ex-
plained in detail the good memories as well as
the bad.

A point Mr. Julian emphas:zed qulte strongiy
was the cantr&bunon of a contractor, Mr. Nicho-
las Fidance, to the Italian community. It was
through Mr. Fidance's philanthropy that many
newly-arrived Italian immigrants were shettered

-

and fed. Mr. Julian even brought along with him °
several mewspaper artjcles concerning the early
work of Mr. Fidance, whose descendants are.
stilt'a part of the Italian gommunity today.-

A man of sparkling good humor and quick wit,
he encouraged his wife to speak about her early”

. She-said Mr. Julian could speak for her,
ch he did. Mr. Julian's information is indeed
an important part of this paper, and—e is a
veritable storehouse of information. It would
take many volumes to include al| the information
that he_knows, especially about the I:fe of ltal
ians in the early 1900's.

of

; Iif:?‘but she was more reticent and declined the
f

«
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L . | ,EXCERPTS FROM AN INTERVIEW |
i | | - WITH MR. JOSEPH JULIAN T

* BOUNDARIES OF LITTLE. ITALY

) . | would say from duPont to Union and
from F.xfth to Ninth. Not a very big area, but fair-
ly well inhabited. There were a lot of homes. You
takg he (Mr. Nicholas Fidance) had built over
200 homes and., of course, there were other .
homes here. There were frame homes. But all
the ones\he built were of brick, They're worth a
lot of mongy now. And he always prided himself
in never having sued anyone for rent. Never put
anybody out. He had the biggest heart of anyone
| ever knew. He was a reakphilanthropist. * '

LODGES AND PICNICS . : -
® The different lodges. you know,
lodges - there were three or four of them. And
they'd have picpicsat Fifth and duPont. At Fifth
and duPont there used to be a Bavarian Park.
There was a brewery, You wouldn't remember
the brewery, would you? On the southwest cor-
ner theré was a bIg park, the Bavarian Parig It
“ was owned by the brewgry and that's where.
thev'd hotd their picnics. Now that was . . . that
was a thrill that we got out of those picnics. |-
mean, that was a big thing to I&T‘;\ey'd‘ha\'/e
parades. bands. Bands. that cameNdown from
Philadeiphia. Cracker -jack bands. And it was an_
dll-day affair.

Each lodge would have a separate picnjc.
They would designate certain days for their pic-

. nics. St. Anthony's they would have,a picnic;

Now, that was long before the. Church was built.
This was the St. Anthony's that honored the
Saint. That was before the advent of the Chuych.
But there was the Prince of Piedmont, there wgs
the Lady of Mount Carmel.

It was a community affair. Most of them be-
longed to all of the lodges. Three or four of

them. Yes. there weren't any restrictions. If you

4

~ \ DOMINIC and CLORINDA RUSSO AND FAMILY

»

— A FAMILY WITH ROOTS

Clormda and Donny Russo are third genera-
tion. Italians. Their family life still centers many
of its activities in Little ttaly. Although they have
moved out of the-area, all the Russo chifdren “at-
tend St. Anthony's Grade School and the family
belonqs to the St Anthonys pansh Clorinda’s

*

the Italian

)

<

~ Mostly chnstemngs on Sunday

D T 'Y

chose, you could join ahy_ of them. My dad be-
fonged to two or three of them. That would be -

four or five picnics a year. That s what we had to

-

look forward to. o

WEDDINGS AND CHRISTENINGS
A weédding - and that's another® thrill we got

out of living in those days. | mean, the weddings *

‘and the chnstenmgs They used to throw out
candy and they'd throw out this almond candy;
you know. And we'd gather that stuff and put it
in our blouses. That was néarly every Sunday.
There was always a ghnstemng or a wedding.

‘ITALIAN PEOPLE ' : I '

Finest people in the world. Yhest people in
the world.
shnps As impovefished as they were, they had
big- hearts. An# | was on qunt_e a number_ of
‘Italian ships. | mean, | hagd
boardmg officer on qu:te a number of ships. And
| found that’ Spanish people are the same way.
They were all nice - they had to be to a govern-
ment inspector. It wasn't who we were, it was
what we represented. That's,what they respect-
ed, but they were all courtecus "

AUTHORITY OF THE FATHER
Well, he was the boss of the family. ‘How did

" he indicate this? Physncally' They were discipli-

narians, really. Yes, | got many a llckmg from imy
Dad. But | never lost any respect for him. | loved

Eas dearly as | loved anybody. You don't lose -
pect for your. parents if they are real discipli-

_narians. Yes, if we had the old-fashioned wood-
shed here today, we/c)

chnldren b .
: >

t—
-t

N

"
'3

.,
.

mother, Mary Ciccarelli, and Donny's, mother,

- Josephine Russo. 4till réside in Little Italy.

Clorinda’s brother - AlphonSe Ciccarelli ig_the

president of the St. Anthony s Parish Gouncil:
Clorinda. a small, vivacious, friendly in-

dividual, served as the guide for fhe McKean

I found that even with_ the Italian.

octasion to be a -

have better boys, better.

)
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t group wnile touring, Little lt\My -
Everyone in the stores Knew her, 80 ho introduc-
« tion3 were necessary. She w. the resource per-'
son for the questions this aimp had and also . -
made suggestions that were wvaluablé in gather-
i ing information. A formal interview of the Russo
family was never conducted, but, many times
_ their kitchen was the setting for conversations
- and information exchange concerning this pro-,
ject. The last sessign. of t,informatierygethering
5 involved Clorinda’s e her lady-friend, ﬁary .
' Carucci Aiphonse. QR
team tmembers. They previewed our\PET student-
,geduced slide presentation and orally edited’
e .information on the customs, and traditions

L A

3

gathered by the group. , o : o L - , .
Notr.only. was the family. gracsoue and gener. R MMMW muuuyy )
ous in shas

. g informatioh, .but their llfestyle . daughter she_ directed and .
.o ordered her chﬂdren
@. ..servecfi as“ang o le*of thehty‘p(ljcal Italiar;lAmer- &+ . and grandchiidien to do as_she commanded, ,
- g«*‘i‘“’“ ha’“; ly- On 'i ays, osmay: anniversar; -~ .. Laufhing afid hoHering intécmitently, she was. <
::Id " m:o;m::g i’;‘e 2. ga :":'f:y ;:‘::g '.‘ 4 obviously loved by all:-Her miany ‘activities in ,
tions. The mfxing of the older mghbers with that- + Senior centers of St Anthony and St. Thomas -

L keep het busy. Devoted to her family, -active in _.'-”
. . ‘of the young is ‘abundant apd vgry ltalian Pjzzd, - _
te not the store-lphght kind, is expécted. Plzza trit, * . communily affairs, spiritually strong, Mary Cic-"

-~

_ .carelli represent the modem interpretation of - .
. rthe Grand Dame of an Htalian family.. * . a ’ .
" vy And so indeed, do her children follpw in her .
*fodtsteps. anTuesdays. Clorinda goes to St. An- " x ,- .
thonys “Grade School to'help serve lunch, Her. "

. labors,. as well as those of- other mothersvré\ .
voluntary. Several times..durif@ the yeﬁ the

-
-

Russo jamily_—“CIori’rTEa and. Don, Nicky; four- 7"«

"years-old, Christine, Six-years:old, Dana, ine T
years-old, and John, eleven-years-old— take the
. glfts to the altar during the church’ services Dur-
- "ing the St. Anthonys Carpival, they, and: sqveral
.- of théir frlends rug an ice cream stafid. Although

" having moved physically from the center of the .

. community. spiritually and actively, the Russo T

family is _stilf intimately involved with the com-

' ' muni wﬁere they hadthe'lr roota ceoe {%

;‘Umnm&wwm

sneatballs weddi'—ng soup. gnd antipasto ‘adorn.
“the-table. In the days before thiese family gather-
~mgs the-whole’ family was busy w\th the prepar--
‘ation. DaNg, the -nine-ygar-old daughter, helped'_
her: mothe - make ‘homemade - macaroni. *fion
made sure that everyone's thirst would ‘be satis- .
fied. Clorinda bakgd and the older chltdren‘
helped clean. Not gifiwas the infmediate family _
. ,, expected, but somes iends who were G'odpar- '
' ents of the children“were also expect

bl

In the center of the hub- bub, one wi I fmd Mes.
Ciccamm"}s vivatious and energejit as hér




“l love to be with people and to keep learn
ing."” These sentiments were expressed when
Mrs. Shivone was interviewed by Project PET

~ students in her home i North Hillg. In, her .
an‘zing Mrs. Shwone is still active :

. eighties, the
i the communRy as a teaotfbr of the Italign
language to individuals ‘and various community
groups. . : : .

A tiny, fait-hai;ed, imsnagulately groomed per-

© @ agon, Mrs. Shivqope does not appear to be \older

-th ixty. She is sharp and vibrant both in ap- ~

pear&nce and in wit. A speaker of several ton- -

gues she enjoyse traveling and contmueé to

. learn frpm her expesiences. .
- A n ve oY Mnan italy, Mrs. vaehe «ras -

»

]
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AN A VISIT WITH .
' MRS. {OHANNA SHIVONE -

trained as a milliner, a maker of hats, in her
native land. She came to this country while in
her :early teens. Displaying a quickness for lan- .
guages she-was able to grasp English quickly
and graduated from an American high school. *
That fact is astonishing when one remembers
that in those days.there.was not much interest
in bilingual educafion nor in ‘catering to. im-
migrants who spoke.little or no English.

- During the interview Mrs. Shivone hinted at

) 'the rivalry between northern and southern Itali-
* ans. She

¢id not recall many of the customs
which were practiced by village people having
grown up-in a sizable city

., i ' i :
( 'it.‘. . [} - <
. . " ) T
‘Q : ) \ : . -
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. "Annie, y'ou come to help, make’
’ o’
spagheﬁs .‘-

*“Father, | g;ot httle chlrdren I no can come.”

*You bring the children with-you."

'Mrg. Annie Sparco related "this "conversatioh

“she hact wnm Father Tucker. and said). that it oc-

-curred many tlmes dtmng {he ear,ly years of the
ltalian commudity in, * Wilmirtgton.

Now, fifty:
years latbr, Mrs: Sparco is: still making’ spaghetti

and sauce for the communlty dinners. She and-,

her husband are famitiar. fngures in Little Italy, as
they, live right across the street’ ‘from St. An-

thony s Church They both go tb the scheel knt -

L]
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- A VISIT WITH

L

. both,

&
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‘MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH SPARCO

chén, on Tmscﬁys and Wednesdays two weeks
prior to the end of each month to work on the
meatbalis and spaghetti. Mrs. Sparco’'s picture
was recently in te paper referring to her long
ervice in this role.
Speakmg m broken English and sometimes
once gNe Sparcos {old us bits and
pleces of the |it8'in the early Italian community.
Also centnbutmg-.to the interview was the god-
son of the’ Sparces.. Joseph Ciccarelli, who in his
sixties, also had great knowledge of the Italian
community. One particular incident he remem-

" . bered was a time when he took Mrs. Sparco and:

Joseph Sperco



several of her lady friends to. pick dandelion . Mz. Sparco at the age of ninety-faur was also-

greens and rabaste 'along the roadside. it seems - determirted to tell of some qf his early work ex-
that they angered a fa&r although what the ‘ periences at the quarries. He spoke proudly e 4
fadies were gathering in their aprons wasf ‘ about his service in the United States Army dur-
useless to him. ~ing World War i, Unfortunately, Mrs. Sparco was
Another aneqdote Mrs. Sparco fold us was then reminded of her son’s death in World War i
- about Father Tucker's insistence on her help for . and wept. This display of pride for service to
the communjty dinners and also. how a.comﬁ'ﬂt- their adopted country and love of their second - toe

tee would call on church mem

for donations " ~homeland was evident in all jnterviews when the -~

of fopd for the ingredients. subject of patriotism was mentioned. .
~ Good times were also remembe when the .The Sparcos, who live a stone’'s throw from
neighbors gathered in the back alley\to play boc- their belaved church, -are examples of the hard-
.ci, a game played withtwooden balls. They so working italjan immigrants whose-labor$ helped
played cards and drank some homemade uild a growing- industrial nation and who remain .
The grapes for this wmg, Mrs. Sparco rec led* “yal ‘to their roots but are grateful and proud of
were oftenlbou,ght from hucksters who went their adopted country.
fronr house to house. . : - . °
’ : i ) .
. “ e w N o " *
) ' - ) ¢ ' 4 .o . ’ . :
" . . - ~ [
"y - ANINTERVIEW WITH .
-~ 7 "~ MRS.ROSE VOLY '
‘. This rnterview was conducted ‘with “afeefifg hér that “Grannie" would never be uncared' for y
fan‘my" Since Mrd.° Voly Is the great- as long as she lived among herYriends and fa‘hﬁ.
grandmother of Suzanne’ Sobtt, a member of the’ ly in Little Italy. - . . »
McéKean PET Project statf. A" second gfmeration . ’ e
. ualran Mrs: Voly has lived in Little ftaly for most T e
“ "of hér eighty years. She toid of her early life and ‘ o . A )
"the. difficilties ‘of growind up when times'were L SR ;- K ,
harsh for her in a Igrge family with a widowed . .- . LN . v A
- mother, Mrs. Voly's sifpther had to work in a-Pro- , ST e 2 ' RS |
testaht ¢hurth'to glibport her Ehildren bu\ foun ' CTN L T S :
that.the pafishione/¥ .Wwere kind to har and hgg ‘ RO T . S '
" chidren.- Neverthaldss,” frs. Voly remembered - - . ; ' *
hévrng to-go to thé.- oal heap. to pick | out tﬁe . . N— ., — :
: wholwiecgs feomahewdiscarded ‘ashes... - S S ..
Nowadays, Mrs? Voly ifves ‘16 .entertain “her- ¢ &+ -
famrly..as Buranne heppi rmed Holidays: = . v ) * .
- mean Iarge family gatherings with many special’ . . - ’ * s .

. kinds of'fopds Ent taining mthout serving-food . . j ,
ER - unheard of for an ltalian’ hostess, and'at-the _ - : -;.,
. end dt the interview Mrs, Voly cpnfirmed thigbe-
Jlief by insisting the group eat a shack in her
' “kitchen before’leaving.. - . * . T
v During the interview Mrs Voly 10Id of a parm
) . tihg.done by Father "Robert’ Balducellr jn 8t. Ar- o
' thony's for which he- used hef granddaughter )
_ .Suzanne's mother, as'a modét. The painting was’ &
. later found when the group toured'the cHuich. oEy
. Mrs. Voly was very proud of -her ‘possessloris
from Italy, éspecially theé jeweiry. She: fold ys
about her trip gpo ltaly and her husband farmly (
. with whom she lived while she was . g
Amazingly sprv and extremely Iucid s. Voly
is tiny in stature but glows with love-for her L K ‘ . X
family. Suzanne remembered her mother tellmg' % . e Rose Poly antt'yreat-granddaughtdr Suzenne Scott )

[ P
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area where a person is{ born.

FATHER ROBERTO BALDUCELLI

THE SPIR(OF ST.-ANTHONY’S CHURCH

Father Robert Balducelli, Pastor of St: Anthony’s Roman
Catholic Church, Wilmingtén

*Where's Father Robert?"

's. over there - the-one in the work

lothes.” S
Pripst. artist, contractor - whichNunjgarm does
r Robert,

he wear? All three! Always ha is Fat
admired and respected bx\rb-Bom in Italy and
appointed priest of St. A_nyt}lonv's in 1948, he has
enlarged and enhanced the community beyond
belief. One must be amased by the extent of his
physical labor in the accomptishment of the art
work in- the buildings. St. Anthony's Church,
Grade School and Padu’a Academy are adorned

-\

THE LANGUAGE

- When they came here. the big handicap
they hdd was the language. They did not speak

English. As a matter of fact” they didn't even
speak_really what you cal Italian. Egch ane of
them had their own dialect. Which :#dialect is

*not. as certain people believe. a corrupted Itati.

an, It was .a language of its own. of a certain
Now when they
camre here, they were jost from the religious
point of view. because they didn't know where

‘..j‘.' . ' %
. . ’

- priest- to

[EXCERPTS FROM AN INTERVIEW . '
WITH FATHER ROBERT BALDUCELLI. .

3, U

with products of his talent.
paintings abound - unmarked.
. What can one say to describe a spirit? Father
Robert is everywhere. He embodies the Italian
tove of begauty and culture, the devotion of a
his flock, and he is a businessman
dealing with realistic details of running a suc-
cessful corporation.

~ One .might envision a large man of powerful
physical stature displaying immense vigor from
the description of Father Robert. He is. however,
a graying man of megium height whose nature
appears very placid. |

Mosiacs, murals,

pany. Whether in work clothes or priest's robes.
at the aitar or work bench. no one mistakes
Father Robert Balducelli's devotion and dedica-
tion to his people. - .

These impressions are confirmed in Speaking
to Father Robert. In an interview with the the
PET Project group. Father. Robert” spoke with
pride of his part in enlarging- the tangible
hsldings of the community - Padya Academy,
St. Anthony's .in the Hills. and the Senior Center
Apartment Complex to be. He. also admitted

".great pride in the choice of Padua Academy for
the reception of President Carter when he spoke

in .Wilmington earlier this year. These agcom-
.plishments were related not as sources fo%per-
sonal recognition, but as an example of what a
community can do with God's help. a willing-
ness to devote long hours of work. and talent in
many different fields from construction work to
business management. Presently, the cOmmuyani-
ty 1s involved .in the preparation of the carnival
of: St. Anthony’s on the Hill. Father Robert is
there working side by side. shoulder to shoulder,
spint to spint with his people.

3

tn go. They didn't know which church to go to.
They didn't understand the lanquage. S0 some
-churches provided some services,for them but
there was very little clergy who sf;(:ak italian.”

BUILDING A CHURCH FOR THE -
ITALIAN PEOPLE '

. Now the question was that they had no
money, but t-Qat did not stdp them from envision-
ing a real immense church that wculd rermend

. . ) . . 87

fact, there are stories of .
his having falien asleep in most illustrious com-’

.
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them of their own country. Money is not a fac-

- tor. That is the only church we're going to have,

and so because there was no money what they

did, they got - a loan, bigger than the world for

them. They bought the ‘entire block, you know,
because they want a lot of Jand. And then they
starfed to work on volunteer labor to supply the

“money they didn't have. So they work every
evening, they work every Saturday and keep
working and working and working and they build
a church. They built the outside all and the roof
and then in they move. Inside was bare. And it
remained that way for twenty-five years. Little by
little. you know, they finished the inside, but the
idea was to build something very beautiful, very
outstandmg sweat and blood in it, and keep go-
mg

. "So, in that way, out of necessity, started
what we call the voluntegr labor in St. Anthony's
parish which started in 4. And, believe it or

not, it continues up to today, fifty years later.

And with that system, they built a church, they
built the grade school, they built Fournier Hall,

- they buijlt the convents, they built Padua Aca-
demy, tiey built this building. We are building a -

camp. And we are buitding an armory and so
* forth and so forth - never ending, never ending.
The courage that these people had, it is abso-
lutely unbelieyable. unbelievable.”

€

»

-

UNIQUENESS OF ST. ANTHONY'S

* . . . Mere there was a good combination of
people with great faith and good leadership, you
know. You have to have both. And the people
were dreamers, which is good, you know. You
must have high ideals, have faith and then really
you mave mountains. There is nothing you can-
not do when you want to do it. Nothing and one

- thing which is very beautiful that { admire in this

community . was that since the beginning - the
fact that, they had very little money and very lit-
tle substance did not stop them from envision-
ing something absolutely great.”

Father Boberto Balducelli

ETHNICITY
. You see we are still very much ethmc
We beheve in ethnicity. But, | think there’s two
different mentalities about looking at ethnic
groups. One mendality that | found out in song
areas they are very djvisible. ‘I am Ukranian and
you are - | don't know what you are and you stay
. there and | stay hére, and you don't come next
to me." Well. that is the wrong type of attitude.
We are not human beings to be divisive. We
have to mingle and to share thingg like that. But
at the same time, | don't pelieve in the melting
pot idea. | wish we would mingied togeth-
-er and make the same common soup, etc.. etc.
Because it is impossible; it is -not normal. every-

nd. you cannot become a blank. you know, for-
hiet your tradition. So these things that you have
are made to be share? with everyone. Befdre

Zne AHAs his own tradition - which is beautiful
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ethnicity they should be very expansive, embrac-
ing everything. When you have, | would say, fes-
tival - suppose, for instance. an italian festwal
is it really an-ltalian festival? It is not a festival;’
it 1s not a carnival, it is an ltalian festival with
italian filavoring. The entire city 'of Wilmington
comes to it. And most welcome to it. It is not
because they are, not Italian or they're another
breed we don't want them. ThHat's what you
think? We have a lot of intermarriages. It is fine.
We have a lot of people who come into church

that are not Italian. Why should it make ayif-‘

terence? And there is no difference in the way
.the person is treated because they're not of Itali-

an extraction. No difference whatsoever. It's an
all-embracing thing, you see. Like, for instance,
an ltalian boy marries an lrish girl. Okay, the
Irish girl is not going to be persecuted because

she happens not to be Italian. She’s a member.

of the family, you know. And that is it, see. And
in that sense | think ethnicity is very good. It is
easy - much easier to form a community when
you have a base like that than when you have a
people from evegywhere, everything moving
around. . . .

of a family. They are ali a family."”

CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS

GODPARENTS
Godparents are

The purpoge
in the Cat
necessafy. raise the chnld in case of the parents’
death. Father Robert told us that during World
. War Il. he saw "95% " of the orphans picked up
by th&ir godparents. '

in Italian. the godmother is called "commare”
and the godfather is called “compare.” It seems
to be shortened in speech to "compas’ and
sometimes means more than godparents. but al-

50 a spiritual relationship formed by serving as

best man or maid of honor at a wedding.

Sometimes the tradition of the best man and
maid of honor serving as godparents to the first-
born 1s adhered to. Many people have several
godchildren. Mrs. Andrisani told us that she had
seven.

The obhigation of the godparents to the god
child seems to be to provide the gifts on birth-
days and holidays. However..the bond is deeper
In many cases. as was obvious in the expres-
sions between Joe- Ciccarelli and his godpar-
ents. the elderly Sparcos. . '

PATRIOTISM

In every Jinterview we conducted, we found
that Italian Americans were proud of their adopt-
ed country. Several had fought in World War |
and many had sent sons to battle in World War
Il. Mr. and Mrs. Sparco had iost a son in the Se-
cond World War. Some immigrants gained citi-
zenship by serving in the army.

They all spoke with great pride of thelr native
country and many had returned to visit. Mrs. Gal-,

lo, Mrs. Shivone, and Mrs. Voly all spoke of their
trips to Italy, but as Mr. Aliquo said, "My father
was very loyal to this country. As a result of this,

four ot us boys ended up in the service. He hung

the American flag in the window. In fact, | shin-

. ed the shoes of servicemen for free."

FUNERALS

There was a time when if the deceased was

not ' buned from the house,’ his family was talk-
ed about., However, wakes are rarely held in the

.homes nowadays, and times are very different.

When an importaint person died, a band might
accompany th

ticular funeral was Mrs. Voly. She received a let-
ter from her husband's family in italy who wrote

to her and told her that it was time to send them §
the needed materlals ‘for the burial dress. In tms

Italian tradition the daughter-in-law holds the re-
sponsibility of preparing tke burial dress for her
mother-in-law. Mrs. Voly responded by quickly
pointing out that they need not worry about dy-
ing. but she woulid send the materials as soon
as she bought them, Mrs. Voly's mother-in-law
died on the same day the package was received

_in Italy. They got the dress made and put her in

it. along with her shoes, stockings and combs
for her hajr. It was a strange coincidence which
led Mrsiloly to believe her mother-in-law was
predicting her death.

Mourners on one occasion remembered by
Mary Ciccarelli held a rope of flowers. Father
Robert said that in “small viljdges in Italy,
everyone went to funerals and’ Mrs. Ciccarelli
said that was the case here in Wilmington. If an
important or well-kneyﬁi"’ iember of the com-

/./'

& ' .

Here you see they come from .
-. somewhere..They never go home. Like a member

urial procession. as Mr. Julian .’
remembered. Another Italian to remember a par- -
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munity died, “everyone in town" was there.
The family mourned by wearing black. A wi-
dow .wore btack for one year. Men wore black
armbands, and children wore black shirts.

PROCESSIONS

Father Tucker was credited’ with reviving the
Italian custom of processions through the com-:
munity. The occasions when these processions

.fpfm

occur are currently the evening of Good Friday -

and - the parade ' celebrating Salnt Anthony's
Feast-Day.

Each is very dijfferent. After the church ser-
vices on Good : Friday - evening, altar boys,

priests, nuns and the congregation with lighted -

candles escort the body ‘of Christ on the funeral
. bier around the streets of Little Italy. A band
playing a dirge is also in the procession.

The parade-like procession on Saint Anthony's
Day is a joyous occasion. Parishioners pick-up
the statues in' the church and carry them
through the streets. People along the curbs run
out to their favorite saint and pin money to rib-
bons on the statue. It seems that some competi- -
tion develops as to which saint collects the
most money.

The parade-a gala event- the Saint Anthony S
carnival. This event has attracted people from far
and near and is an anticipated event for Italians
and non-ltalians alike. Food, music, rides, enter-
tainment, games of chance, and more food are
the attragtions. Members of church clubs often
~ dress in native costumes and serve in the ‘‘res-
taurants,” in the cafeterias, school yards and
halls. During Saint Anthony's. carnwal everyone
becomes a little bit italian.

THE ITALIAN HORN

The Italian horn is usuaH} worn on a chain. It
" is in the shape of an Italian hot pepper. Worn- by
the Italians. it is a good luck token. Now, the
jewelry industry in the United States has tak
“advantage of the interest in this good uck piéce
and has producdd them in many col-
ors.

~THE EVIL EYE
‘Thé Evil Eye, also called the/malocchio, is an
itatian superstition that is p6t accepted by the
-Roman Catholic Church_Wheh someone telis
one how beautiful the,e(ik‘inr/en are, or gives any
kmd of compliment Avithout saying ““God ,bless -
st make the sign, of the horn
r and pinkie.
. Takmg off"the Evil Eye is done by placmg a
plate of water over. the head of the perSon upon
whom the spell is cgst. Prayers are said by the
person warding off-fhe spell. At the same time, .
the finger is dipped in a teaspoon of oil, then

~

drdppéd into the plate of water. If the oil separ-
ates,
by the 0il, it means that the person is rid
of the spell. One must believe in this strongly in

e Evil Eye is present. When two eyes are’

order for it to work. The process of the ridding

of the Evil Eye should be taught aon Christmas
Eve to be most effecnve

NEEDLEWORK

Mrs.-Gallo said “Shhh, Mary Ann doesn’t know .

she's getting this yet.” The piece she showed us
was a beautifully crocheted atghan “I've done
one for each of my granddaughters.” .

Mrs. Gungi -heid up a tablecloth she had
stored dway with other handmade scarves. Mrs.
Voly had a crocheted afghan on a chair.

italian women were taught to stitch at a young
age and some were even hired to sew for an oc-
cupation. Mrs. Gallo. was trained as ‘a seam-
stress and Mrs. Shivone as a milliner.

All of the homes had a handmade piece some-

.where near where we sat. It was obvious that

there were hands which did not like to be idle in -

Italian homes.

'MORA

A .popular game. among older ltalcan people

'with plenty of spare time is mora. The object of

~the gama is to score as many points as possi-

ble. To do this, the players call out numbers and

" at the same insjant they throw out a certain

wa -

[

number of fi . The contestant whose num-

Chéms or rubask are wild ‘'mustard greens

st time to pick the greens, becayse they are

" young and tender. On warm days, ltalian families
- are out in the fields, bent overfall day. long,

choosing the best-tasting greens. They are
cleaned and prepared, first by boiling, and th\en
they are drained and _finally-- tged in ol and

garlic. The cooked greeqs can be eaten- hot or -

coid. :

PREPARATION OF BACALA

Bacala is a dried cod fish, which is cut into
long grdy strips and is generally sold outside of
the store in baskets. In order to prepare bacala,
it must first be soaked a few days in water, or be
rinsed drop by drop from the faucet until the salt
is completely drawn from the fish. Bacala is
cooked in a pot along with oif and onion. The

~ enion is taken out“a#ﬂeft to simmag_with the

garlic: and ile the fish is simmering, *
the tomato sauce should be prepared. The baca-
la is removed fram the pot and cooked with the

ich grow in open fields. darly in April is the.

"h.-
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tomato sauce until it is ready to serve.
This gives the sauce extra zest and spice. The
noodles should be cooked as regular spaghetti

would. ally, the sauce is poured over the
noodles and served.
POLENTA

“The grayy is in the pan, and we can put more

pLsta in the pot,” is a familiar and common
quote heard in many an Italian home during the
preparation of the Sunday dinner. The Sunday
dinner is family time with the father in the lead,
gathering all brothers and sisters with .th&ir hus-

bands ‘and wwes and chnldren Talk and laughter .

isyoud, and everyone enjoys Mom’s good heme-
cooking as the cqurses continue.

Naming Italian’ ‘dishes would be long and end-
less. One, however, is interesting because of its
uniqueness jn preparation and serving. It is call:
aed polenta. This dish is made of corn meal,
water and salt. It is stirred with a heavy wooden
pin for a long time. A special wooden board is
placed on the- kitchen table. The comn medl is
placed in the center and gravy {tomato sauce)
poured over it. Each family member cuts his
share from the large loat and draws it to him to:
eat. No plates are used. " ; .

PROJECT SUMMARY s

The students in the PET Project have obtamed
knowledge they will get no other place. If they
had -never participated in this activity, theg
might never have known of the traditions an
customs of the italians, nor might they havethe
opportunity to sit down and discuss in intimate
~ detail the lives of adventuresome, brave, and
hardworking people.  They are far richer for hay-

~ ing taken this opportunity to learn respect for a

generation of strohg people, to gain admiration
for their accomplishments, and to become ““tun-
ed in” to a culture which reveres family ties,
. church and rfemage
Some spécific student responses follow
but they seemed to be most proud of
thelr homeland and the traditions they carried

with them. They seemed, proud to present the

customs to us: almost as if they had invented
- the customs arid traditions femselves.”

. . . The church was the most fantastic thing '
I have ever seen. It wgs extremely beautiful and ,

holy. It was a sight to behold both inside and
out.” 4

(Speaking of Little Italy) “Places like that
.formed to keep traditions, customs and spirit of
Italy in thei) hearts and minds. The people in Ita-
ly were fflendly, helpful, and sharmg and the
spirit of fhat was brought over here.”

(Answlering what did they learn from~”the pro-
ject) “That people, no matter where they come
from, will bring traditions with them and reake it
a parf®of their society and though the customs
may fade, they will not completely disappear.”

.. . They wer® all very hospitable and were
very willing to share any informatiorr they could.
And they were happy tqéhow off their trea-
~ sures.’

“. .. Of all the people | interviewed, 1 per-

. aw

.
t

.
- . N

sonally remembered Mr. Andnsam He had such
a memory for people, dates, and exact ad--
dresses that he amazed me. The furniture that
he made was unbelievable, especially when |
"discovered that he only used hand tools.” :

. All the people | talked to seemed very
willing to talk and show their possessions, be-
cause | feel they are proud of their heritage and
this was a chance to express that pride.”

. Experience in this project has shown me
that whatever background or heritage | am from |.
»should be proud of it. Because to be a success- -
ful person in life, you must first be proud of
yourself and you cannot be proud of yoursett
w:thout being proud of your heritage.” .

. | thought most of the people we inter-
vnewed were very proud of their heritage and
were very wmmg to talk about their experi-
ences

. | think the people were most proud of
the way they got started in America, adapted to
the American way of life, but kept their customs
and tradmons

. The stores in Littie Italy smpressed me
the most. | liked the way the ltalians enjoyed do-
ing their jobs. They were very friendly and in-
terestmg tallk to.” - '

The most important idea is that all of
the people loved to talk about their backgrounds
and were fascinated that we -were so0 fascinat-
ed.”

These quotes are taken from a worksheet that
was to be done as a reqllirement for the Ethnic
Traditions course at McKean. The students in .
this course are those on the PET Project teain.
They received a half- credn ior par,hc:panon in
the project.

A special 1'nfor*§t|on eévent took pface on
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March 1,-1978 when the McKean PET Project
teém drove into Littie Italy. After attending Mass
"at St. Anthony's Church, the group met with
" Father Robert Baiducelli and hen toured Padua
Academy and St. Anthony's Grade School. Fol-
lowing that, the group took a walking tour
through the shops in Little Italy, an area in.Wilm-
~ington which covers: the blocks from Fourth
Street to Broom to Pennsylvania‘ Avenue to
Union Street (a rough estimation). During the

tour, the team spoke to shop owners and custo-
mers and took pictures of the msade and outsnde A

af the stores. .
A school actmty that took place as a result of

Project. PET was a slide show presentation to .

the McKean High' School's student body. The
" McKean ‘PET team presented a' narrated slide
show as part of’ the. American Field Service Day
at McKean on May 12, 1978. During this ahnual
event, forgign eéxchange students from different

schools in this area sat as a panel tp answer.

Teétions from the students who are” brought to
the presentation by their classroom teachers.
Others may also attend who are’on ‘their; fiee
‘mods. This agtivity is always’ popular at McKean
énd this year the PET team -provided .an extra
- feature with its prograin:on Halian customs and,
traditions. The _half-hour slides "and dialogue
were given three consecutive times to a chang-
ing student audience. After the program con-
cluded. the group received many oompllments
and interest in the work they had done.

Many people we% helpful to the Pro;ect PET
Team in their own way.

Father Balducelli' was extremely helpful be
cause-of his broad contact with the community

and his empathy with the ltalian people. Joseph'
Julian was helpful because of his knowledge

and longevity in the community of Littie-italy.
‘ Other helpful people were:

People of italian descent—

e Father Roberst Balducelli;
thony's Catholic Church

e Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Julian: .Jenny Julian,
housewife. Joseph Julian. retlred customs of-

Priest at St. An-

B Sk — - .

* Mrs. Josetine Gallo: retired shopkeeper .

e Mrs. Rose Voly; hoasewife. .

e Mrs. Johanna ShivBne: semiPetired teaéher of
italian.- also worked in insurance and real

. estate.

~® Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sparco:; Anne Sparco.

housewife. Joséph Sparco, mason. '

® Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Gungui; Lucy Gungui, .

housewife, An@ony Gungus
maker.
® Mr. and Mrs. Paul Andrisani: Mary- Andrisani,

A

retired ;shoe-

o Mr.

© continued. Th

; shopkeeper, Paul. Andrisani, retired craft-
sman.
o M. James Ahquo, Vtce—Prinmﬁat of McKean
High School. .
Joseph Scalise; Guidance counselor at

McKean High School.
e Mr. Angelo Sinopoli; Math teacher at McKean

High School.
e Mr. and-Mrs. Dominic Russo; Clormda Russo,
housewife, Dominic, carpenter. .

People of other nationalities— .
e Nijmeh and Massad Kansses. Palestinian
* Arabs; Mrs. Kasses, nurse, Mr. Kasses, retir-
ed from Sealtest.
* Mr. Gerald Saimere, Estonian; Executive.
e Mr. and Mrs. Cestmir Kratky, Czechoslovaki-
an; Mrs. Kratky, housewife, Mr. Kratky, muse-
U curator. .

projects of this sort should be
students who participated in this
one will remember the things they learned and
the interviews they conducted and will even tell-
their own children about them. The significance
of this type of experience is.immeasurable.

It is suggested for future projects of this type
that there should be closer contact between

.Most definite

. technical advnsors and the student part:c:pants

The photography aspect was an absolute bane
to our group. The trial and error method is costly
and frustrating, especially when one cannot eas-
ily correct errors, even when the errors are ap-
parent.

James Aliquo, Suzanne Scott, Susan Talarico

i



~_ AFRO AMERICANS
. AND

_ HISPANIC AMERICANS

- 1
-

{

{
H
i |
gt ’
? i
LY ’ : l
| b
Py
) i : .
L
»
) - Downtown ?ilmington :
. - ow ¢ . .
. : ]
! . - - ) ‘ . ]
s 4 ~—

ERIC - 92, | ) i . o3,



—-p

. .~ PROJECT OVERVIEW

. - . Harry Spencer

Project PET is a student program designed by

~ . the Delaware State Department of Education to:

. give agelected group of studen{s an opportunity
to share in an effort desngnéd to preserve ethnic
traditions:

Today, many ethnic tradltlons aie being lost
“through the process -of Ameéricanization. This
‘process’ can be described ds the ways in which
all ethnic groups tend to give up their traditional

ways of life in order to become more, like “‘other -

~Americans,” The process requires different
groups. to give up much of their rich heritage
and causes the cultural identity of various ethnic

groups to’become assnmuated into the Amencap .

.

A : )

o .. Mopa Smith
) . Olga Hurtt
" Sherry Rasin
‘Bridgette Frazier
. -Mary Randolph
‘ "Pam Butz

cultural pdttern.

It was believed that somethmg had to be done
to preserve the heritage and customs of the vari-

ous people who come ‘from all over thc weorld to .

“make their homes in the United States. Thus, the :

task of the Project PET was to study the cultural

traditions of, different ethnic groups so that the
" people of our. generation and future geferations

would examine the ways of their ancestors. The

students of the Wnlmingtqn High School PET -

Project have studied the customs and traditions
of the Black and Hispanic communities of the

City of Wilmington. Oyr findings are included in
- the following article.-

o " STUDENT PARTICIPANTS
Rochelle Livingstone

Ed Kotash
Harry Spencer.
Cariton Carter ,
Derrick Hamiltop -

: ; | TEACHER COORDINATORS

Sandra Carpenter, English Language Arts .
' Thomas Goft, Social Studies '

\
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE- -
BLACK COMMUNITY

. 'Olga Hurt

Christina Community Center

From the many interviews that we as a group.
‘have conducted, we have arrived at a generalized

pictureg of the Black community of Wilmington.
We have found that while there are many fe-
male-headed households, the majority of famil-

ies are headed by males. The families tend to be -

large, ancyclosely knit. The father's role is that of
the income earner while the older brothers and
sisters help the mother to raise the younger
children.

-Education is stressed by the parents They
- feel.that in order to get gnywhiere and to make
something of their lives, they have to get an
education. This they try to pass on to their chil-
dren. Because of this belief, Blacks .in the city

have advanced tremgndously, have gotten better”
jobs and have achieved recognitien in the thea--

ter and the other arts. .

Rehglon has alsq been another strong bond in
uniting Black families and the Black community.
The extended Black family is also drawn togeth-
er by celebrating such joyous occasoo@ as wed
dings, anniversaries and birthdays. : . .

In conclusion, we have found that educatnpn

. has played a major role in the economic and
" political -advancement of Wiimington's Blacks.

Schools, chutches and social organizations

. {such as the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A)) have provid-

ed a needed focal point for the unification of the
Black community in Wilmington. -

¥
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A LIVING TREASUREHOUSE OF KNOWLEDGE

Rochelle Livingston '

When | was asked to interview this persod by
aJriend of mine, | had no idea of the am of
information that she would be able to provide.

She seemed to be able to tell us whatever we -

wanted to know about Black culture.

“In the-days of gny rearing, all the people in
the neighborhood fvere close to each other. Be-
cause of this warm feéling, it ‘'made the neigh-
bors secure and comfortable with each other.

This also made the people of the community .-» ﬂ)ispanic community, if
y ael_ -~~~"the father got the cred

willing to readily t
tivities.” said Mrs.
Mrs. Pearline Whit

e part in all community

‘ is a native of Maryland.
. Her parents moved t¢ Delaware when she was
only five years old. They had to move off their
peaceful farm in Maryland because of World War
I. The government was taking over the land. oc-

'cupied by their family. She had nine~brothers

and sisters -and she was the youngest of the
family.

Having” a large family was one of the charac-
- teristics of the black community. This probably
oécurred because there was not widgspread
knowledge of birth control. = .. /

Mrs. White stated that. “‘the family/members
were very protective towards ong another.”

" Whenever one- member of the famwy was involv-
ed in,something. everyone became’ ‘involved. ,

The older brothers and sisters of the family
were to be respected as through they were the
-mother or father. Sex was not spoken of by the
parents to the children. The parents did not want

‘Mrs. Pearline mmé

~

*

. Mrs. Whnte said,

bout sex, but they did
to handle themselves

the children to know
‘want them to be abl!

- around members of the opposite sex.

In the family unit everyone had-a spgcific
responsibility. The father of thb€ house usually
had the responsibility of -controlling the family
finances and stepping’ in ;whenever the family
had an ar§ument. The mother had the responsi-
bility of rearing thc chi%r'en. As we found in the

edit, if the child did some-
thing wrong, the mother got the blame.

Blacks usually lived within an extended fami-
ly. Mrs. White's. family included "the grandpar-
ents, aunts andﬂmcles_ as well as cousing. Mrs:
. White told us that she could remember how her
grandparents came and went from their house
daily. The extended’ family brought the home
closer together

The black: families of today are slow!y getting

away from the idea of the extended family. This

lack of communication and togethemess is what
many see to be-the major cadse for the cultural

" breakdown in black families.

Mrs. White attended the old Number 29 Public
School which was considered to be an all black

" school. From this school she continued her edu-

cation by attending the “new" Howard High
School which was built in 1929, Mrs. White was

" a member of the first graduating class of the

new school. She also had another interest which
began at Howaid High: This was the interest in,
. and the interest of, a fine- yaung man, who later
‘became-her husband at the age of 23.

After graduating from high-school, Mrs. White

" went on to college and while still in school, Mrs.

White began to raise her family. @n campus she
had three boys and one gsrl Her dagghter was
the youngest. )

Mrs. White's parents were;ery hvmg and ap-

“preciative people. They always_wanted td see -

" their children achieve any goals @at they had in
life. .

When the family of tweive moved 1o Wilming-
ton, they lived 'on the eastern side of the city.

see us, or ahy black family, moving into the pre-
dominately white area. When they realized that
we weren’'t what they had expemed we were
then accepted.”

Later, as the years progressed more and more
Blacks would come into the area as gradually
the whites moved away. She sald “This was the
case in my neighborhood.”

What Mrs. White remembers most about the

J5

e child was successful

“the neighbors didn’'t want to
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Black culture is the love to celebrate joyous oc-
casions.- August.Quarterly, weddings, holidays
and any ‘other time that the family could be to-
gether were celebrated. ¢

August Quarterly was a celebration dating . .

from the time of slavery. This celebration’ oc-
curred because the slaves were only allowed to
go to church on therr own once a year. .ﬁmce
they could only get together asa whole on, the
last Sunday in August they wo
feast. This tradition went on for many years dnd
was given.the name of August Quarterly. At this
celebration many of the ethnic foods were serv
ed. Among the foods were fried chicken, collard

greens, ox tails. c‘hnterlmgs black-eyed peas,.

" corn bread and chicken and dumplings. This

- and the beginning of a new school year.

. .

event was. celebrated in-Mrs. White's youth and

- is still a special occasion in iSolated parts of the
South. Mrs. White remembers this lovely tradi-

tion as being the end of the summer vacation
v
. Weddings are special in the black commuriity.

d plan-a grand .

Thus gathering gave many young blacks a .

chance to show themselves off to the communi-
ty. This also brought many members of the ex-
tended families together to talk and to have fun.
The size of the wedding depended mainly upon
the size of the family and not the wealth of the

“family.

Mrs. White has-always believed that a mother
should *stay at home and take careof per chil-
dren. "I really didn't $tart work unWl all my kids
went off to school. Since. | had a girl to take care
of. | wanted {o be home whegn she got there.”

Mrs. White stated that-this opinion.’which she

formulated in early childfood. has now changed
She now feels that a
professson and still be § competent mother .

After all the children had graduated from col-

“.lege. she felt that the need to stay home had -

vannshed so she began fo look for a job.

J, was employed as an aide ®at Wilmington
Hsgh School. | was fortunate to get this job be”
cause they didn't readllz accept blacks in the

- school. | was also lucky in that it was in walking

distance from my house, After ten years of work-
ing at Wilmington High, | retired. During my em

-ployment | saw a compléte ghange in the sys*
" tefn as far as race is concerned. When { was ini- -

tially hired at the school it was predominately
white, but as the years rolled along. more and
more black families*bedan to move into the area
and send their children to the school. After a
while the*school gradually changed from an all
white schaol to a predomme_x_tely plack school
all in about e‘ ght years. .

Mrs. White' could also remember how some. of
the administrators. teachers and students would

.

- try to discourage the black students ffom get

ting a goqd education and continuing on to col-
lege. Despite the obstacles. mary black stu-

- dents continued on with*thew education.

Mrs. White. even though retired. still vusuts
Wilimington High occasmnalty She is always
willing to help students and ta give of herseif.
This has made her one of the best loved people
in our community. We are happy to have known’
this lovely-person who was a valuable resource
in our research.
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. " MR. JOHN TALIAFERRO:
EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO PROGRESS

s

When Mr. Tahaferro was very young, his
mother passgd away. He then went to live with
his grandparents in the Royal Section of Wil-

_ liamsburg. Virginia. Mr. Taliaferro was the- third

child. having two sisters ar ( one brothey. in"his
early years, his family had mony problems. -Any
home without a mother can encounter difficul-
ties. and the influence of a strohg mother is '
what often’ helps to pull many black families to-
gethe?

*The children were. placed in a fc-ster home be-
cause Mr. Taliaferro's father was not making
what was considered to be an adequate income.

While he was in’ this home he began’ to atténd

{
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Bndgette Frazier

Ap‘ubli(: school. Later that same year Mr,‘Taiiafer-

ro was moved to another foster home in Mgdia.
Pennsylvania. Mr. Taliaferro’s father did every-
things that he could to keep tus (:h:ldrprz togeth-
er. .

Mr. Taliaferro finished high school in Media:
and wanted to attend coliege. Once: dagaimn. mon
ey. or rather, the lack.ol it stood bgtween ‘Mr.
Tahaferro and the fulfillment of his dreams |n
order to go to college he had to lind ways (o
rajse the money for books and tuition. This was
a constant struggie for him. but because of his
personal dedl(:dtion and the gfluence of s
father he suc Ceeded .

ther is abjle to have a.
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His father always stressed the importance of
educatibn. In Mr. Talaferro's family there are
, three" ousins who are doctors and seven cou-

sins who are teachers. Mr.-Taligéerro has passed

,thus reverence for education on to his children.
‘His son and daughter never questioned the need _
“for an education; it was taken for granted and
\ expected .

Mr. Taligferro stated that his concern for
educatlon of children influenced his choice of

career. After his graduation from college, Mreg,

Taliaferro worked in. Smymna, Delaware as a
teacher-principal, eventually serving as the prin-
cipal ‘of the Absalom Jon®s School outside Wil

mington-until his retirement.

AN INTERVIEW WITH MR. JOSEPH MORRIS

Rochelle L:wngston and Pamela Butz

dealing wit advancement of blacks over the
past years. also were fortunate in finding a
person that could give us information on this
topic. .The person whom we are referring to is
now a former teacher of Wilmington High
School.-He is a notary public in Delaware His
‘name, is Mr. Joseph Morris.

- Mr. Morris believes that if a black person is to

We thoughi irfat we should molude a section

get ahead in life, he must do better than his

fellaw man. In-the interview we held with him,
he told us that “l had to train my girls that if
they wanted to get a job and the job required
them 4a.type sixty words a minute, then they
should be able tastype eighty words a minute.”
He also believes that it is necessary for blacks
to obtain a good education and this ‘is his major
reason for becoming involved in the educational
system of Wilmington, Delaware.

During his teachng career, he found many
jobs for the young blacks of Wilmington. “As a
pioneer | went to Delmarva Powet and tight
“Company which was then at Sixth and Market
Streets. | made an appointment to’ see someone
aQout taking somé students there for & job inter-

view. After several hours of waiting, a secretary '’

told me the man | was to see couldn’'t make it,

but they didn't hire blacks. So | went to the Bell.

Telephone Company at Ninth gnd Tatnalt’ The

manager. there told me that they would hire
blacks only when the duPonts started to employ
btacks.'

A friend by the- name of Ernestine Moore, who
workad.as a person in charge of personnel at
Wilmington Trust, helped Mr. Morris open up
jobs for many of the black youths. ‘‘Because of
her position | asked her to give one of my stu
dents a job.” She-told him that as soon as a job
for a check girl opened up she would fill it with

one of his students. She kept her promise by hir--
ing oneg of his students by the name of Madeline’

Edwards. This act opened up many jobs for the
blacks. Many of his older students were employ-
ed by the Y.M.C.A''s, community centers, and &}
some white churchgs. Later, as the yearskpasse'd

Joseph Morris and Rochelle Livingstop

' .
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the duPonts realized that blacks were competent

enough to hold a job, so they too began to
employ them. This really began a change" for
black employment. .

At that time most adult blacks held 1obs as
_porters, janitors,. elevator operators waiters,
“laundry workers, and other jobs of the same na-
ture. It you had an education, you could be a
" teacher or a preacher.

Mr. Morris can remember the time when he

was not able to dine with his colleagues be-

‘cause of his color. “lI can also recall the time
when my brother was errested for disorderly

~—.

testaurant.”

.,
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Mr. Morris said that the Civil Rights movemént' ‘

made a drastic change in the’ advancemert of
blacks. “It was unfortunate that violencé and
death had to hring about this change " But be-

cause of this, blacks are ngw able to get better b

jobs. .
Throughout his life; Mr. Morris has encourag—
ed the.black youth of Wilm!ngton to excel aca

demically. It is Mr..Morris’ belief mat through ed- .

ucation the black communrty can advance.

MR JOE BRUMSKILL oo

Harry Spencer - - oo™

]

During the interview with Mr. Joseph Brum-
skill we learned many things about his family,
traditions and commmunity. We learned that he
was originally from Philadelphia and came to

Wilmington at the time of Martin' Luther King’sf\

death. He remarked “This city was really demol
ished, but since I've been here | have seen this
city start to grow a lot. Homes have been built
on those vacant lots that were debris and rat rid-
den.”

in ‘Mr. Brumskill's community in Philadelphia
there was very little vandalism and very little in-
tegration. The community was mostly black and
the school was located in the black community.
During Mr. Brumskill's school .days the parents
were generally very strict, and: his were no ex-
ceptjon. Eor example, if Mr. Brumskill would in-
vite a friend to dinner, but the friend didn’t show
up. Mr. Brumskill's grandmother would be very
angry because it would be disrespectful to both
of them. Mutual respect for community members
contributed to the strength of the community.

Mr. Brumskill's career has to do with the per-
forming arts and designing. He‘thinks that Wilm-
ington wili become a center of the performing
arts because of the many great performing
groups and stars who come here to perform.
Stars and performing groups such as The Brass

~.mentioned the Y.M.C.A. and the

"blacks afte wellidings and fu

vironment through their art. In commgnting on
the Black commumity, Mr. Brumskill /says that
there are many organizations in this.£Lommunity
S s churches and community cgnters which
provMg support and recreation. Forfexampie, he
' W.C.A, with
their summer camp programs, gampes, swimming
and other recreational facilities.

The predominant religion in fthe black com-
munity is Baptist and this religion plays an im-
portant role.in the communifly. Brumskill also
feels that some of the speciaf occasions of t
2rals, in additiop’to

other heliday celebrations.

their ethnic tradition.
-We Ieamed many thf

. ° {.' LN
conduct when' he was only sitting in a Chlnese'._




T T ) OVERVIEW OF THE
. < HISRANIC COMMUNITY

o ' | Psmefa Butz and Mary Randolph

.Hispanic Commanity Centet

. Through our interviews we have obtaiged a
. considerable amount of information“concerning
/ , the culture ang characteristics of the Hispanic
people. This data was collected from our inter-
views with Mr. Ron Arms and Ms. Gladys Gonza-
lez of the Latin American Community . Center.
Gilda Keisey, Mr. Willie Miranda, and Mr. Lufs
M6ndez who is the Coordinator of Bil al Pro-
: grams for-the Wilmington Public Sc
. ' Basically we found that the father is the domi-
' nating figure in the Hispanic household. He is,
seen as the protector of his children. and is very
strict with them. .

The mother handles