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tody. eoonoaic. or property ieeuee of marriage and divorce.

neef o' exu/ihe tho #act'

i The focuf of

,.in leaeuring adjaetment to separation for 'both z'ponddnts with and respondenta

Adjuetaent to nmm Separation ./-"";_1 i

I

uuasmcr B T R SR
/‘mu riae//in thcunl riéan divorcc rate since’ the e.,rly 190" “mu” the

_aociated with ad:]uetaent to narital eeparation.

i this. paper is the impact that the legal eyetem hae on poet-eeparation;

adJulta " i¥n Penneylvania. which hae advereary divorce etatutee. Tuo hundred

£

firve iﬁdil duale./eeparated 26 nonthe or lees. conplef.ed :I.n-depth interviews about i“

their‘ ', age. ite dieeolution. and the aftemth. Multiple resreeeion analyeie

and Pearaon correlation coefi'iciente were ueed to analyze the data. The data eug- -
' seet that eatiefaotion uith &e legal eysten ie eignificantly greater uhen either

.
the reported r'elationship 'betueen the lawyer and the eeparated individual or the -

' -i.reported feelinge toward the decieiona in the aettlement pro‘blene index. the econo~

' aic ieeuee. are nore poeitive._ Those reepondents nost highly satiefied with the

4

-legal eyeten were more likely to. repor't better adjustlent to the eeparation if they

; E had not been encouraged by the lawyer to create an adversary relationehip with

<

_ their former spouse than if they had been encouraged to create an adversary rela-

; ‘ " tionehip. The data aleo euggee‘t that the feuer the nun'ber of inetrumental :mnc-

tione. euch ‘as child iesuee. with uhich the reepondent ie involved. the better the -

reported ad,justment to the separation. Multiple regreasion analyeie revealed that

‘the expreseive and inetrumental indexee eignificantly contri'buted to the scalea»

Life Satiefaction. Roeen'berg Self-Eeteem. and Brad’burn and Caplovitz Affect Balance

o

’ without children. It uae concluded that divorce etatutes baeed on an adversary .
: ‘aodel encouragh\ collusion and do not enhance adjuetment to a new li‘fe ei‘tnation. o

Therefore. the preeent advereary divorce etatutee may I(ot reflect the current cus-

N



';'15},'- \ v During the esrly l%b‘s. divorroe rates bepn
'{-m than “doubled. fron 1960 to* 1977 (u.s. Deps.rtge Educition, and
4 i?welme. _qnsm_;mmm_g}«_m 1978). .

\trends estisste thst; llcre thsn dnea-third of i‘irst urria.

Btions of divorce
recently nar-

ried Anericsns ere liksly to end in divoa:ce (Glick & Norton, 1976) In s‘ddition.'

nore tha.n a “third of those uho obts.in one divqrce snd remarry Ere likely to ob-
> tain a second divo:roe. 'The sddition (to these statistics of msrried couples who

e e

(\ , seps.rste but never divorce suggests tha.t .more than tuo-fifths of all recent Aneri-
o osn urria.ges will be disrupted by divorce or separation (Glick & Norton. 1976)
,\ ".\'lq-a\\; The rise in; the Anerican divorce rste since the early 1960's has created sone

; cortcern nong professiomls. snd cousidsrable interest i'n the implicstions of this
L 3

> phenonenon. One must’ acknowledge that u more and more Amerioans are seps.rated

or sre obta.inin& divorces. rore individusls nust undergo the addustnents sssociated ‘

uith urita.l seps.ration. Raschke (19?4) found the divorcees who hsd experienced
the least uount of post divorce sd:)ustment stress uere those uho had hest sdapted
to a new lifestyle. Hence. the pu:oblem of detemining wha.t factors affect sdjust-
sent to a new life situstion becomes extrenely inportsnt not only for those ‘per-
sons experiencing the seps.ration. ‘but also for those uith uhom they i’ntersct. :
The dissolution of ma.rrisge in Anerics is e‘. growing pﬂenonenon uhich often |
’ ' conpounds misery, eéncourages deceit. and accentustes guilt. 'rhe a.dninistration
- of Justice is centrally involved uith these personal feelings. The pz‘esent studJ
g reports dsts i‘ron a ls.rger ptr:oject concerning adjustment to ma.rital separation.
8 peciﬁca.lly the focus of this research is on the inpsct tha.t the legal system
hss on post-sepsrstion sdjustment. Seps.ra.tion. rather ths.n divorce. is desig-
nsted the prins.ry esnpling criterion. since sepsration-wss considered“the more
. critical socisl-psychologicsl event.\ This study was conducted in Eennsylvania.

uhich hss a trs.ditions.l "a.dverssry" divorce la.u requiring that one spouse specify

. - / -
> o v L ; . - d
1 . . : . . .

| ' | "
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a g‘ound" ua then delonetre.te in a heu'ing fhat, the divarce ehauld be. gunted-
to him or her as the wronsed pa.rty in the n.n'iqe. The etudy ukee no attenpt
to compare the ilpe.ct of/" fault“ ,ind " no-fe.ult" divoa:ce laws, but will provide

- insisbt ihto the effecte of edveree.ry (fault) d-ivorce etatutes on the individuale )
. LR .

involved in a marital dieeolution. , , : . R

- ADJUSTMENT T0 m:m. SEPARATION AND 'nm LEGAL SYSTEM AV

&4

Hu'rie.ge t.nd divm:ce lawe are one means by which the government :egula.tes w
. sexucl re}etione. childbearing. childrea.ring. e.nd econonic support anong ite citi-
‘zens,’ Haking divorce laws more restrictive ha.e had little impect on the trend
toward divo:r:ce (Abel. 1973). Earlier studies have found 1ittle relationship be- 2 r
tween ete.tutory ground% for divarce and the actual causes of marital brea,kup :
‘ v (Hmewo_rth & Mingie. 19553 Mowrer, 1924; Steteon & wright. 1_9?5). ?levertheles's. .

. Jg‘,

legﬂ.elatofe conti"‘mie to write lawe and refom poi’icies e'xpecting that euch c:tion
will effect eocia.l interaction and regulate the behaviar of individuals (Virtue,

.

A eu.rvey of the recent trend in reforxn in divorce lau reveals disagreement

©

ae to the inpe.ct of either etrict or 1i'bem1 divorce laws on th(g imidence of
divorce., Some’ pla.im that strict hwe have falled to reetrict ‘the increasing

P: divorce rate because those seeking a divorce have ‘been able to manipula.te the laws !
| and the legalLsysten (Bla.ke. 1962) Bheinstein (1971) argued ‘that perjury. fal-

eitication of evidence. and undue animosity and hardship have resulted from the
o

m'eeent advereu'y divorce system found in some etatee. Thua. there ie contro=-

verey reguﬂipg the effect of the lawe a.nd the lega.l system on the state of.

T divorce, o

c‘a

. B . :
” : -

'rhe purpose of thia resea.rch is to examine the impact of the legal syetem. o
Sne ofv the ine?.tutione Sith which a sepe.rated individual is conf’ronted. on the

eeperated or divo::ced .person. Although not a.ll, sepa.rated individqale_decide to

9

<
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divorce. neet “eepirated pereow cole into conte,ct with the legel eyeten well be- .'
' fore the eepe.retion agreement or divorce is decreed. Once an ind;ividua.l hl.e
. ude the‘idecieian to file for a divorce or eete,‘blieh a aepe,ration a.greenent. one .
of the ﬁret c‘onte.cte ueu&lly ie with the le.w/ er who may reifresent him or her in }
the divorce prroceding or with related mttere. Therefan(.‘i‘ntenction with the
R lege.l eyetem may be the first of many new experiences with which the eepe.rated
peraon must cape. . ' J '.\.
If one underetande the reeult of the pmoceee of interaction ‘between the sepa-
ra.ted individual and the lega.l eyetem. legal consumers as well as pa:ofeesiomle
my he.ve edditiona.l information about’ some important fa.ctore in the adjustment to
thé dieeolution of ma.rriage. Such infomation ‘could be pazticularly ugeful to
ma.rrie.ge a.nd family tounselors a.nd lawyere. o
Thie _study, then, attempte to answer the follouing queetionea (1) How does
the lawyer influence his or her client'e ea.tiefaction with the legal system and
eu‘beequent ad justment to marite,l eeperation? (2) How do the factors contri‘buting
to the lega.l eituation affect the level of satiefaction with the legal system for,
the eepe.re.ted individua.l? (3) How does the pcreeent a.dversary eyetem in Pennsyl- :
vania inﬂuence the ability of people to negotie.te adequetely the systenm a.n:l
ada.pt to new demnde in their 1lives? '
THE CONCEPI'UAL FRAMEHG!K OF I.EGAL FACT(RS _
Previous reeea.rch in the area of fanily development has led to the identifi-/

LI

~cation of several eete of independent variablee uhich will be inveetigated in this ;| .
| reeea.rch. Socinl scientists believe that the family has certain functions upon
; which ite survival depends (Broderick. 1968) These ﬂmctional tasks are called
functional requireuente. The functiom.l requiremente of the family are derived
from the fe.ct that (1) no group can survive if it does not ma.inta.in a minimum* |

level of owder and mora.le among its nembers (expreeeion and control of human feel-

L




ings)s snd (2) no group can survive if it csnnot manage its resources such as
economic issues in & Way as‘to do. the work necessary to support its material
neegs to’ keep thﬁx;roup Operating. ‘ )

B The second mnctional‘requirement msntioned is commonly called 1 nstrunen-
tsl becsuse the tasks are focused .on getting the work of the group done, Menm-
Huggrs of the fmmily must negotiate a policy which’ Hill sssure the accomplishment

of the required work with s small amount of conflict and the least amount of
failure, Included within the instrumental funotioning is finding finmncial
security. The first set of factors to be considered in the present study Jie in-
strumentsl ohsracteristics involved in the separation or divorce procedures.
These chmcteristic? represent the economic 1ssles decidedv by the .legal'system.
The variables include'satisfaction uith the custody arrangementss custody respon-‘
sibilitys satisfhction yith child support arrangements; satisfaction with support
pmymentsc .the stsbility of income; and satisfhction with the division’ of proper-

ty arrangement. These instrumental characteristics will be used to gevelop an

sstimste of settlement problens index. . 4 - \\g ot ’
It is postulated that these economic variables of the settlement problemp
index will affect the instrumental functioning of the family, If’the family has
little or inconsistent finmnoisl security. it is speculmtsd that the cmount of
conflict as well as feelings of fallure within the family will be enhanced.. In
turn. these conflicts as well as feelings of feilure can't help but hinder the
work snd functioning of the fimily. Therefore. the kinds of decisions made in
the legml systen regmrding these variables, as well as the ultimate functioning

7 ,

*on sstisfsction with the legml process, but also their level of adjustment to the

of these decisions, most 1likely will influence not only the respondent's report

. 88 ion, k

.~

v
The functional requirement related to expression and control of human feel-




5
-1ny is called exﬁronive Mctiéning.' Each family aust maintain the morale. of

>, . . . x-

;

1ts meaberj such that they will want to stay together. This loyalty am comnl t-
ment exteuls to fuily ideal% a.nd va.lues. Theae values become }one of the chi.(:%
stabllising innuenoea in tm"fmily. When the relationship between the husba.nd =
and wife is rif't with >enotiona.1 contradiotory turnoil. or the couple's 1nter‘a\c-
t;ons with outqide contacts auc_h as their la.wyu' i1s conflitt ridden, there un- .
dout?teély .u-e 'diffei'ent ,ruiﬁ;ations ] for the separation aiﬂ .divorce pu:ocedtu"es
than 1f no conflict were pr:esent. ' e . .
. The second g.'oup of . factora considered in the present study are the expres=,
pive cha:nctcristlcs involved in the sepantion or. divorce, These characteris-

" tics rapresent the advgrsa.ry relationship betueen the husband and{;zj.fe amd thp
relationnhip between the respondent a.nd his or her lawyer. The variables. An the
a.dversary rehtionship index aret whether aggravating the spouse was advised by
the la.wyu-; whethor the lawyer told the respondent to let checks. bounce. not’ pa<
the bi,lls. not talk to their spouse, ta.ke money out.of the uvlngs. oﬁ. move out  « -
of the housej whether the respondpnt.o_r th’eir former spouse had to exaggera‘ée |
the problems in order to‘ get a separation agreement or divorce; whether the re-_
sponﬂent had to lle or trump ui: statements in the hearing to make sure the hear-

ing turned out right; and whether the divorce was contested of not. 'rl‘;e'laiwy"er
relationship index includes: uhe‘ther the "lawer ever used deia.ying tacti‘cs. to '
inc:;eue the respondent’'s legal fees; if dea.lings with lawyers made the relation~- .
ship with the reapordent'ﬁa;om@erbapouse betteu: or worse; whether the respon-
dent consulted nore-than one lawyer; and’ if the respondent felt their lawyer's

" fees were renomble or’ outrageous. . 1

‘The ndvea:sary relationship index b.nd the la.uyea: ?lationahip index wtll tést
thé relationship between the expreasive functioning of the separated individual

and his or her level of satisfaction with the legﬂ syé‘tem. Iy is specu_la.ted




-

' ' SRR : . S , .
that the ld.nd of 1ntorperoom1 relationship develloped with the lawyer and en-
courl.god botweon tho hunband lnd wifo tffects no only the rospondont's roportod
utiafaetion ﬂith the iogn oystom. but also thoi% ultimate adjuatmont to the
separation, If tho roopondent has Just completed g hn.rrow(ng md noy.tive

period of 1nteract1on with h:ls or her former spou

\

e, or if tho intera.ctions be~

twoon the respondent his or her ldwyer weres ¢ _' ictual. most likely the re-

spondent's report" on satisfaction with the legal ocoos. as well as thejfr ad-

Justment to the separation,will be affected. B ,
’ | MEASUREMENT = |

‘In addition to testing for the existence of a

< 5T

rolaiionsﬂi&between satisfac-
tiod with the legal system and the independent variables settlement problems in-

dex, adversary relationship index, and lawyer relaﬁr.onshi P3 [discusaod"in the

8

‘section entitled " coycoptué.l franeworl; of legal faotors”| it was also of interest

»

\ whether a relationship exiote betwesn the responden "'s a;ljuatmeht to the .separa; .

tion and thesevthroo.irﬂexo’s'. Thereforej three measgures were used as indicators

.

-4

L3

" of adjustment, A §
The first uca.lo moasuros satisfaction with 11fe$ Tho question asked. "Now

we'd like\to know how satisfied you are » with certain things in your w-toggey

. life. -Please pick the choice whlch best doscribes h satisﬁ.od you a.re with
[then liatvl aoquentiallﬂ the work you do. where you live. your way of life, the
things you do for. enjoyment. and your health." The choices consisted of oxtreme-
‘ly utiaﬁod. somewhat . aatisﬁed. and not satisfied. Cronbach's coefﬁcient al-

" pha was obtained for the three a.djustmont scales in order to evaluate their re-// .

liability (Cronbach. 1951) Cronbach's alpha. reliabilii:y for this scale was .71 '

An the pz'oaont u.mplo.

o R S . N
A second scalo used to assess adjustment, which measured self-estyen, was

-

addpted t‘d'on Rosenberg (1965). Persons were asked in this ques*:io}; to stafe tﬁe




) ,~“‘~. e 7
,' extent to which they agreed or disagreed with a nulber oﬁiteu such as "I feel

I have a nunber of good qualities.", cronbach'e alphs reliability for the snale

. -

was' .87 in the present sanplc. P R

Y

The mm index of adjustnent was adapted fron Bndburn and Caplovitz (1965).
It neasures a variety of positive and negative feefings along with the frequency

, e
of their occurrence. For exanple, respondents were' asked how oi‘ten during the.

past week th_gy._is].t_g‘l’articularly excited or imtgested in something." Responses

ranged from " never” to " often " _ ronbach's alpha reliability for this scale was

. % ’

«77 in the present s'

'\

Two dependent varia'bles were uséd to measure the satisfaction the respondents
\ "were expressing concerning the decisions made by the legal system, 1In order to
‘\ test the relationship between -satisfaction with the instr\mentai functions and the

'reported satisfaction with the legal system, the following question was used to
Y . - . .~ T * . g

tionalize the dependent varigble, satisfaction with the legal system, "How
M\ed are you with the Job f?bur lawjer did concerning lsga; nitters? Are you
very satisfied. sonewhat satisfied. somewhat dissatisfied, or very dissatisfied?"
In order to test the i‘e‘.[ationship between reported satisfaction with the legal
’_system with tha exuu:essife i‘unctions. the dependent varia'ble satisfaction with
the legal systen vas operationalized with the follouing question. "'rhinkin about
the things that lawyers can help you with besides legal mattersg euch as pr vidf
ing ini’omtion or emotional support. would you Bay your lawyer was extremel
helpi‘ul. somewhat helpful, or not helpful at all?" [i .
In accord with the conceptual framework underlying the legal factors. the
: following two general statements are formed: 1. Satisfaction with the legal system'
is a function of the instrumental and lxpressive functioninss and 2. Adjustment to

_the sepsration is a ,function of both instrumental and expressiva functioning plus

) L4
satisfaction with the legal system, e : g\/
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. | THE SAMPLE AND DATA COLLECTION . .
The sample consisted of 50 (24 ‘percent) separated persons and 155 (76 per-
cent) divorced persons. Forty-four percent (N-9l) of the sample was male and

. 56 percent vas fenale (N-lllb) The age range of the respondepts was from 20 to -

67, with a mean age of 32, 6 years, For 'both the respondent ani his or her spouse.

the mean level of education was 14 years, The sample had a mean income range of

$5,000‘to $9,999 at the time of the.interview. , The mean length of marriage was

9 years, with a range of 4 Imonths to 45 years. “'_‘rhere was a tgtal of 279 child- .

ren in the 128 cases involving children (1ncluding .the_vadult children of older re- .
epondents). u'hile 38 percent of the respondents were childless, N

‘The data, collected during the spring of 1977. consist of in-depth, struc-
tured interviews focusing on ‘the social, psychological, and economic adjustments
of males and females who had experienced a marital separation within the ;6 months

| preceding the interview, whether or not they were divorced. .Non-pro'bsztlity, pur-

" posive sampling ztechniques uere uged, - The population from which"the ple uas
drawn consisted of all those separated persons in Centre County, Pennsylvania. '
uhose seps.ration 'had taken ‘Place 'betueen January, l975. and March or April of 1977.

* The sels'ction and location of individuals was accomplished through various methods.
vFea.ture a.;'ticles describing the pu:oject were placed in several loca.l newspapers. v
'The purpose of .these articles uas to alert the community a‘bout the stud'y, and to
attempt to set a tone for the study which might elicit cooperation and better re-
spoﬁse rates than is cﬁhtgusary for research on this topic. This strategy proved

to be a most helpful technique for increasing response rates, since most of the
respondents had read a'bout the study and "felt it uas legitimate" as a result.
Sinilarly. letters were sent to all attorneys in the county informing them of the

7

study, and the domestic relations office staff was contacted for cooperation, )

These contacts, and calls in response ‘-the article, produced a few respondents.,

C1g : 5 -
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The priury nethod foa: obta.ining participsnts involved procurenent of nanes
, Jand sddresees of those who had recently sepsrsted oxr divorced. fron public- docu-
: nente in the county cw:thouse.‘ A teu ﬁo- the project abstrscted the files of
‘eligible persons, Eligible reepondents included oersone st111 living uithin 50 -
: niles of the oounty who had ed.ther 1) filed for divorce. but hed not yet Te~ -
ceived a decree, 2) obtained a divorce decree, or 3) sepsrated snd filed (or were‘
filed sgninst) for custody or buppart Individuals Hho.were informslly separated,
_but had not sought custody or support. were obtained by the forms of solicita-
tion mentioned above and sdditibnally. through snowball (referral) aampling tech- .

4 .

niques. ’
Letters were then sent to possible pa.rticipo.nts. describing the astudy and
requeeting a reaponse, Interviewers‘attenpted to conta.ct by telephone indivi-
duals who did not respond, so that interview sppointments could be’cheduled. ,
"Once persons were contacted and a.greed to. pe.rticipste. rosponde/nt\s__: were given the
cholce of being interviewed in their homes or in the pu:oject offices., Babysitters L
T were offered. Interviews ranged ﬁ'on one and one-ha.lf to three hours. with a -
. mean length of two hours and f'ii‘teen minute?. The interirinew .schedule‘ contsi_ned
spproxiutely 550 questions. - L. o | (. |
" Nine hundred elghteen eligible respondents were ldentified in- ghe county,
After three follou-up letters and numerous attempts vis telephone to contsct ,per-
sons directly. contact was. made with- 3%. or 37 percent of the eligible respon-
‘ .dente. Tuo hundred tenTél percent) of these persons agreed to be i&tervieued. ]
and sctuslly conpleted the interview, Five interviews were disoa.rded aﬁ.e:‘r:'it }

was® determined tha.t "persons~had been separated. for longer than 26 months.

t

THE IMPACT OF THE LEGAL SYSTEM ON POST-SEPARATION

The preeent study uses Pearsonian z‘ero.-order orrelstio'x'f's' and multipls re-

gression snslyeis. Table 1 pressnts the correlstior'ns of satisfaction uith the

o { | - ,:
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lep.i eyeten' with the e‘aéprr'eeeive and instrunentel indexes.” The ﬁndina suggest
: that high eetiefaetion with the legal system vas eisniﬁcently eeeocieted at the '
~ N01. level ith the reepondent réparting a poeitive relstionship With his or her
1awy;r. amd With the reepondent reporting uustacuon toward the decieions. the
econoeic ieeues. in the eettlenent problene index. However; high satisfaction |
. »uith the legal eyeten wes no:t signiﬁcantly assoclated with the respo%ent who
‘ ,he.d not been encou.re.ged by his or‘her lswyer to create an adversary relstionehip
:_~ with hie or h{z fmer spouse or’ with the fewer the number of 1nstrunentn.1/ mjn\

'tions snch a8 child custody with which the respondent was involved, -

L |

Insert Table 1 abou: aere

\

‘I‘he'. resp.lts of the correlat.ons o: a,djustment scales with the expressive
‘;arzd instrumentﬁ indexes, 'controll:lng for high saiisfaction with the legal system.
appear in Table 2, A respondent who had not been encouraged to ereete-a.n adver-
. sazy celationship with his or her former spouse was more likely tc report better
.adjustment to the eepa.ration on the Sa.tisfa.ction with Life Scale than a respondent
whc had been encouraged to create an adversary relationship with their former
- epouee. However. the kind of reported relatiiyonehip with the le,uyer was not eig-
niﬁcsntly assocliated with a;ljustment to separation. In addition. a reepondent
reporting utisfsction toward the decisions in the settlement pu:oblems index was
* not more likely to report better edjustment to the separation than a respondent
lwho was not setisfied concerning the settlement problens decisionb. The a.nalyses
of the data did ﬁnd tha.t the fewer the. number of instrumental functions or econo-
- mlc issues with which the respondent -Was involved. _the better the respondents’ re~

porrted adjustnent to the separation, o ' : .




Y % S . Ineert Table 2 about; here L. -

¢

T.e.ble 3 presents the esults of the multiple regression with the Life Satis-
fuction ece.le for both respc:ndente wit: children a.nd respondents without child-
ren. For reepondente with children (RWC), the adversary rela.tionehip index and

" the eettlelent problems 1ndex were signlficant a.t the .01 level. However, for
the reapondente without children (RHOC). only the eettlement probl'e;\;s index wae
significant at the .05 level, The vu'iance accounted for by the independent vari;
ables in the RWNC sample was 16 percent and for the RWOC sa.mple 19 percent. both:

e
'eignificant at the ,05 level, .

t A . . o

v, Insert Table 3 about here

. ' e L

The reeulte of the multiple rep‘esslon analysis -for the Bra.glbu::n ‘and Caplo-
vitg Affect Be.la.nce Scale are preeented in Table 4, For RWC, both age of the re-
’epondent and - the nunber cf children contributed significantly to the a;nopnt of
’ve.ria.nce dccounted Tor at the .05 level. Age of the respondent -(.Ol).'the ques-
tion Pennsylvenia_ divorce la.us prevented the resbondent from getting di;rorc_ed as
soon as he ot ghe wanted (. 0\5), eatisfaction with the entire legal process (,01),

‘.a.nd the settlenent problems index ( 0l1) were significant for the RHOC sample, The
ve.rlance accounted for by the 1ndependent variables in the RNWC sanple was 17 percent,
signiﬁce,nt at Qxe 01 level. and 25 percent significant at the e05 level for the
RWOC .sample. , o -

.

e ’ Idsert Table 4 a_bodt here
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Teble 5\presente the reeulth of the nnltiple regreesion e.mlyeie for the -
o Roeenberg Self-Eeteeu Sca.le. For RHG. 1ength of eeperstion e.nd the settlelent N
problens. index uere both eigniﬁcant e.t the .05 1eve1. Se.tiefsction- with the _ '
Xntire legal process yas signii'ice.nt at the .Ol level, The ve.ria.nce sccounted/
. for by the independent ve.rie.bIes 20 the RHC ea.lple was 16 percent. significant ’

p.t the .05 ;I.evel. ‘l‘he cnount of: variance accounted for)g' the independent vi.ri-
\ e.blee in the RWOC . suple was only 4 percent and was not significant.

Insert Table 5 about here

-
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'_, D]BCIBSION AND CONCLUSIO}S - T -

‘ Encounters with" the legal systen.differ for persons uhd have experienced '
mital seﬁra.tion. Host persons rets.in an: attorney to help them with legal mat-
*ters perteining to the sepe.ration and divorce. : In Pennsylvanie.. individuals who

. are eepa.rated a.nd wish a_ court-ordered custody or suppdrt agreement must see a
donestic relations officer in their county. }‘h a.ddition. nost Pennsylvania di~

, vorce hea.rilfgs are conducted by a mo.ster. an experienced attorney in the county
who lskes a reconnendation to the Judge following the hearing. The Judge having
Juriediction may also becone involved in utters pea:taining to separation, divorce.
'c{stody. visi%tion. support. and property eettlemente. ' ' )

The de.te.,i-n the present etudy indicate that the: legal system does affect in- _
'dividuels in n.mr wayse A. respondent reporting a positive relstionship with his

_or her lawyer was likely to report .being satisfied with the legal system. houever.
.the reeponient's e,djustment to the seps.ration did not appear to be assoclated with
the kimi of relationship with their lawyer. In terms of the expressive function- ‘

ing of theeemted iridividus.l. the morale and-ve_.lue_s. conflict ridden interac- |
tion’s with an outside contact such as the lawyer did not -appear to be significantly

associated with adjustment to the separation. The inpact of the.lawyer appears to,

15
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A be influential during the separation and divorcé process, but has little iRpact

.'fin'asag-y& to & new 11%e situstion, - U 2
- Being encouraged to create an advsrsary relationship with one's forner
spouse appears more inf.l.uential for the expressive. functioning of the separated N/'
individual than did the relationship with the lawyer. In other words. when the
relationship with the hus‘oand and wife was conflict.ridden. their adjustment to -
the separation was also negati.ve affected‘. unlike 'uhere' a negative relationship
with the lawyer had 11ttle affect on the adjustaent process. Therefore. Ghe .
‘findings suggest that expressive functioning, a sta'bilizing influence in the fami-
-1y, is more olosely associated with sign;ificant others such as a spouse, than with
an o%tside contact such as. the lawyer, The data suggest that divorce statutes _
‘based on an adversary nodel encourage collusion and dishonesty and do not neces- K
sarily enhance -adJustnent to aemeu li‘fe situation. These findings have ra.mifi-. ) |
cations for the type of social pq]:icy that may enhance the | justment to the sepa-
ration, Indeed,’ 17 a separated individua.l is encouraged to develop an adversary
relationship with his or her former spouse. the period of ad justment to the sepa-
_ration may become more difficult and prolonged B
' The preseﬁt data suggest the respondent who reports satisfaction toward the
settlenent decisions such as custody arrangements. responsibility for the child-
ren. support. ata'bility of income. and property settlement, 1s also likely to
report being satisfied with the legal systenm, Houever. satisfaction uith these
-decisions is not assoclated with ‘better adJustment to the separation. _ These find-
/ ings suggest that individuals who are satisfied with their speculated financial
security from the legal settlement decisions initially report being satisfied
uith the legal systen. 'but these respondents may find they end up having little A
or inconsistent financial security. - Fm: example. the former spouse may not pay L
o Y S

the allotted child support. or- perhaps the respondent has discoveredqtha'ﬁ their

aole incoae Just does not meet the needed expenses of the family. Con,sequently.

16




even though the reepouient had agreed to the decieiona of the settlement problems,
perhape now thoee decieione don’t nake life ee,sier or adjustment to the eepe:rag- L

X2 r"e

. tion bettem. The;efore. not only the kinds of decisions made in the lega.l ey- T

stem regarding tf:e inatsulental :hmctions. but also the ultima.te functioning of
thege decisione sem crucial to the edjuetnent to eepe.ration.

/ Categomiee-o{ respondents (childlese and with children) such as those in- |
.'v'estig;.ted’ herein’?‘nuet 'be researched fui'ther. 'nhe date, in the present study sug-
gest that different groiips of 1ndividuals cope‘cith the aepa.ration and na.ke the
adjustnent to the eepu'ation in different uaye. The ea.lience of ‘these findings
~ Vecomes most importe.nf in tem of policy implementation. 4Perha.pe the adversa.ry
divorce statutes do not reflect the rea.lity of the mriage and divorce: experi-
‘ence, nor-are they eensitive to eoci,l and peychologice.l needs, |
‘ Likeuiee. n&ther research must be conducted compe.ring the edjuetment pro-
cess of 1ndividuals using a.dverea.ry divorce sta.tutee and those Hhere a 'no-fault
eta.tute ha.e ‘been i-nplemented. "From the results of the prr:eeent ptudy. the data
| suggeet the.t not having an adversary relationship uith ones forr:mer spouse does
not enlm'e tha.t the eepa.rated individual will be mare sati‘efied with the legal )

- systemj however, the data do suggest that not having an a.dversa.ry relationghip
with ones former spoueg me.y enhance the eepe,ra.ted individuals adjustment to the
separation, These ﬁ.ndiny are particularly exciting in 1lieu: of potentia.lly
changing divorce laue. By implementing no-fault divorce sta.futee. we may indeed
be facilitating the process of adjusting to eepa.ration and a new Iife eituation.
The inporte.noe of snch reeea.rch is further enpha.aized e.fter coneidering the in-

.‘-

creased numbers of individuals involved in the divorce pu:oceee.
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* CORRELATIONS OF ADJUSTMENT SCALES ‘WITH EXPRESSIVE
* AND INSTRUMENTAL INBEXES, CONTRGLLING FCR
HIGH SATISPACTION WITH LEGAL SYSTEN

S sms.l Voo T X -.21 pL. o4 T,
~ Bmal2 408 N.S.*
N R“m.j .v . _,‘ . e "”r - '.% ) NQSOK
L o o Lg ER RELATIONS INDEX
satte. -\ 1 .03 7 NS, S -
Brad, =, ' §- - r=a=02 NS, -
Rosen, = L v ra -7l5 p(.05 ' '
m mmmm INDEX
Sfuﬂr ! | ‘ . . | . ‘ | r‘= -_.01 - N.S, ) .
Brad, © r= 11 - NS, o
Rosen. - . =~ - (T = 24027 N.So R
| | mr.m; OF INSTRUMENTAL LTLE DoEx
Satis, : ) r = -,22 | ) X4 .01
Brad, - S "r = ,001 NS..
Rosen., ‘ X =23 pYWOOk

Isatisfaction with Life Scale
zandburn and Caplovits Affect Balance Scale
3Rosenberg Self-!steen Scale

*N.S.-Not algniﬁcant at the .05 1eVe1.
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. MULTIPLE REGRESSION WITH LIFE SATISPACTION ADJUSTMENT SCALE
DEFENDENT AND CERTAIN SELECTED INDEXES AND -
CHARACTERISTICS COMPARING RESPONDENTS WITH
- CHILIREN AND THCSE WITHGUT CHILDREN
SR R

RESPONDENTS 3 ITH IQ

o~
; . ¢

b C . _‘_& , 4 ._!L‘.
Length of Sepo.ration ' .085 .01~ W10
Advemu'y Index - 13 002 .1 =e23%* e
Settleuent Problems Index T =20 .07 a2

. s :
' R2e,10 I

Life Satisfaction (r-2.79. p(%os)

v

/

lsunda.rdized pa.rtid resresaion coefﬁ.‘cienbts

**p(-Ol - o
- ~ PESPONDENTS WITHOUT CHILDREN
Simple r  K’Change  Betal

?Pennsylvania divorce laws pre-,
vented me from getting a divorce
as soon as I wanted one _ o 26 .07 19

Adversiry Index | 25 .05 19
Settlenent Problema Index =33

\d . L]

. R2-019 R

| Life Satisfaction (F‘-3.57. p<.05)

A ]Sta.ndndized partial resr:easion coefﬁcient
' "P(oOS
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Table 4 L ey |
'MULTIPLE ION WITH BRADBURN ADJUSTHEN’I' SCALE L '
: DEFE .AND CERTAIN SELECTED INDEXES AND | _
CHARACTERISTICS COMPARING RESPONDENTS WITH =
° . CHILDREN AND musv\rmou'r CHILDREN e L
y ' . * " ' ’ . "" L o
RESPONDENTS WITH CHILUREN _
- Simple r  R%hange Botal
Aee Of R”Nﬁeﬂt . . .3“ . 012 e -.‘-_‘8" .
 Nusber of Children _— 02 1 L20%
" Gender of Respondent. | . =06 W03 =17
Rz'o].?
_ Bradburn (F=5.285, p{.01) - |

-

lstanda.rdizod pa.rtia.l regression coefﬁ.cients

*P( 05

**p (.01 )

:  RESPONDENTS WITHQUT CHILDREN
2 © Sim eA_r__ ' chm nge  Betal

Ago of"ﬁe'-spondent . o . =e29 | 09 =e30%*

Pennsylvania divorce laws pre-
vented me froa getting a divokce

as soon as I wanted one a6 .03 ..'23”-

_ '-Hou eatisﬁed reapondent is | - .

~ with entire legal process - =5 04 -o 264
Settleneit,, Problems Index | -.28 .09 - J1%*.
R225 | | - ,

. Bradburtr(F=3.7/8, ¢ +05)

: ]Starﬂuﬂized partial regreasion coefﬁcients - i
- #pd.05
-".‘p<-01
LT
14 Q
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MULTIPLE REGRESSTON:
. N CHARACTERISTICS
~ L R
i\ . B E.‘ '
. \% ,
- Length of Separa.tion' : -
How satisfied respondent is o '
with entire legal process -28 | .08 -y J2un
Lawyer Rela.tionship Index . . T =021 . 01 L= ll
Settlement Problems Index =00 A
! o
.616 P . C
Roaenbérg'(li‘-j.ﬂs._'p(,05) v ‘ e
IStandardized partial regression coefficient
*p (.05 | o
"p( 001 ) ’ - - , . ,d
- - RESPONDENTS urmw'r CHILDREN
' T Rt oS ) : Silll P 7, chwgg Beta]ﬂ
Adversary Index , | S 19 o .Oll: 019
RZ-.M | “‘ | ’ -
' Roaen'berg (F-l 76, N.S ) -
\ .
Jstandardized partial regression coefficlent . .
N.S.=Not ai.gni.fi.cm.ni’.l at the .05 level, :
| j“; ' - o 3
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