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.. parformance of rural 13-ysar-olds on the -1971-1972
social studies assessment by th2 National rssessmant of Educational
Prograss (NAEP) wa2re raviewad in terms of three majcr exercise
thHemes. Performance.on skill exercises revealed rural strengths in
source selection- and human affairs. incights, bu+ weaknesses in
reading maps and graphs. Fewer than 30% determined the social message
behind selected songs. Results of knowledge exercises revsaled that
rural stulents know much about local .issues, and the. distribution of
federal, state, and local power. Fifty percent comprehended foreign |
political systems, but only about 22% demons*rated knowlesdge of world
affairs or geography. Only 16% unders+cod the U.S. electicn process.
Attitudinal exercises showed about 90% supporting the right to choose -
one's own raligion and 57% f2lt tha* a non-teliever in God had th=2
right to hold pidblic of fice. Although S4% wanted tc improve _
conditions in other poor neighborhoode, only 30% felt jhey knew how.
Oonly 56% d=fended their right to maintain an opinicn opposed to that
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of the majority. Just 36% supported fresdom of the press. ‘The social
ctudies attainments of rural youth wers fairly typical of the entire |

population. (SB)
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EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES OF SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMS
IN RURAL $CHOOLS

P

Vlrtué1]y allxthét:is kﬁiWﬂ“abéQt the social studies °
‘achievements of ruriﬁ American ﬁhi]dFEﬁ; youths, aﬁd youngd
adults Is ccntainad in the results of the National Assessment
of Eduaatngnal Proyress (NAEP). National Assessment is a“
project to gather census-like data on the educational attainments
of vyaung pmericans in four age groups: 9-year-olds, 133yé§f=c1§5,
17~year-olds, and young adults (ages 26 théaugh 35). Beginning

with the 1969-70 academic vear, assessments in one or more subject

matter areas have been conducted each year. The first social
stnudies assessment was carried out in 1971-72. The second: and
ast recent one was conducted in 1975 -76. Compiete resuylts from

rthe second social studues ESSESSmEﬂt will not "he available until
Januafy31978 ) ! '

|ﬁd|V1dua15 who lived in rural .communities of less than
3,500 people consistently performed 5||ght1y below the national
performance levels on the social studies exercises administered
in the first assessment, but not SO low as inner city respondents
~Persons liviné in Yaffluent suburbs' led all other size-and-type-~
of-community groups in the social studies. assessmEﬁt.

Much of the remasﬁder of this chapter will be gIVEﬁ to
'hlghllghtlng the social studies results for rural 13- yeaf—oldﬁ
By, age 13, most Americans have completed -one- half of thalf'
elementary and secondary schooling. Generally, we expect 13-
year-olds to have learned more than 9-year- olds, but 50 mu:h'as7
17-year-olds or adults. Age 13 is a convenient ;heckpatnt for
examiniﬁé the outcomes of educational programs which span.a 12
or 13syear period beginning with kindergarten ot gﬁaée one. The
sotfal studies assessment will be reviewed in terms of the maJan
"thémes into which NAEP exercises were cla55|f|ed-—5k|l15,
kanledge, and attitudes. :
The Social Studies Sk!lls Attainments of Rura] lBﬂYégraDldg”

The ski]]s theme was .based upon. the behavlars involved in
cbts:nlng .and using lnfarmatccﬁ.' Included |n this category were

exercises concerning using the card catalague, selecting sources




of iAformation, reading tables, maps, and graphs, and distin-
guishing between statements of fact and statements of opinion.
Over 95% of the rural 13-year-olds in the 1971-72 assessment
of social studles could select the proper source of *ﬁ%armatlan
for finding out about events octurring within the last 24 hours,
Ninety-five percent correctly read a graph on the monthly average
retail prices of épples. Ninétyaféur percent said they liked to,
learn abcut how people in"other lands }ivé work, and pléY— More
than 90% of the rural 13-year-olds demonstrated '"insight into
human affairs' by describing a photograph of a poor mother and
her two children. Two-thirds of them said they would read studies
@ﬁ»a controversial subject from more than one source and gave
acceptable reasons for doing so. Nearly 57% of rural ]3—yearagid§,
idehtified three important prablemsrgenerally facing cities in
the United States.  Three-fourths D¥ them rec@gnlzed the impassi-
bility ¢f proving that one re]|glan is better than another,
Only 17% of rural 13-year- olds could bsé>lat?fude and
longitude data <o answer a question about locations on a map.
Fewer than 30% of them could identify .the messages of selected
‘? songs having to do with human affairs.: About one- f@urtH of rural
13- yaar-alds avoided making uﬁwafranted assertions from data
" presented in a graph, but nearly one-half of them arrived at
the logical conclusion to a syllogism. Only h2% properly
evaluated the FEIéVéﬂGéLGF a graph to a question.

The.Social StUdIES Kﬂaw]adge of Rural _13-Year- -01ds _ , »

The knowledga theme eniampassed exercises about economics,
gecgraphy, history, and p@i:tlﬁal SEIEHGE. " Included were .
questions about credit purchases, locations of -major rivers,

8 relatpcqgﬁ}pSngtwaan man and environment, and the structure
and Fun:tfans of the thres levels of American Qéver&méﬁt- - ;3

More than 90% of the rural 13-year-olds surveyed in the
Flrst social studies assessment knew at least one possible
effect the construction of a highway nght have on the lives
of people nearby. Eighty-three percent of ‘them knew that : S
Caﬂumbus could not have traveled 50 miles per. haur,_but iny . NS

‘abaut one=-half DF them krnew that he could have used a. sampass

e in HEV|gatinn._ Dvgr two=thirds of -the rural ]3 year-a]ds

\'rasagn|zed malntalnlng peace as the. major gaal @f the United
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My

" dents Qppcged Vandalnsm cf property and nearly slxty percent

Ll

Nations and 61% of them idéntified the U. N. as being the

|ﬁternatnanal Drganlzatncn establlshed after World War |1

‘for the maintenance of world peace. About 50% knew that

government GWnEFShip and control is the basis of indusirial
organization in Russié, but not in the United States. A
similar percentage of rural 13-year= DT%?QCDU]d distinguish
between producer goods and consumer goods and identify a
reason for the American Revolution. Over 70% recognized the
positive relationship between undustriaTizaticé and ufbanizatian,
but only one-third understood the inverse ralatlanshlp between
the extent of industrialization and the prevalance of individual
craftsmanship in an economy. i

Under 40% of the 13-year-old rural students identified
the political scientist as the kind of scholar most interested
in studying government, Only 22% knew the purpose of the-
European Common Harket Understanding the re]atianship between
1atltude and tempsrature was dsmaﬂgtraféd by only 23%. Less
thaw ane= thlrd of them knew that the United States Suprene
ﬁcurt has the power to dea]are an act of Congress unEQHJt!tutianalg
Only ]6? knew that’ maJDr party candidates for President are |
nominated by conventions, but over 70% §auld di fferentiate among

the responsibilities and powers c{ federal, state, and local s

"governments.

At;jtudiﬁgi Dutcames of Sacua] Studigs in Rufa]“SEh§Q1SA

" The attitudes theme of N tional Aggezsmeﬁt consisted QF
items about First Amendment rights and atti tudes about selF
and others in a democratic Saiieéy.. Exercises in the aﬁtntudég

category dealt with such things ‘as picketing, petitioning,

- freedom of press, class consciousness, conformity to peer

pressure, and WIlllngn€,5 to make decisions in school.

Over 90& of the rural 13=vyear- -olds recognized the rlght of
|nd|v1duals to choose their re1|g|on Fifty- seven percent would
permit a person who does not believe in God to- hold publlc DFflEE.
An ovefwhelming 94% said they would want to improve conditions in

a pgar neighborhood other than: thE|r own., but only 30% cau]d

think of .two .ways of removing' the poverty conditions shgundtq

them in a:. phatagraph Nuﬂgty Flve pgr;ent of the rural respon-,

. F




sald they ﬁguld take action against vanda1ism’iF they saw a
friend engaged in it. Teenage students should help decide
what caursgﬁ.wil1 be éfFered in their school ;ystem, according ;
to 82% of the rural 13—yea}-é1ds. Sixty-three -percent believed
that citizens younger than the. legal voting age should have the
right‘té write iettefs to elected cfficials and éa éxpress
- publlcly their views on political issues. About two- thirds of
the rural 13-year-olds supported the rnght of neaple to demon-
strate fcr policies with which they thamselves dléggﬁ&ed
Conformity to the opinions of others appears to be more
|mpaﬁtant to rural youth than to some other gfcuﬁs Gﬁly 56%
of the rural 13-year- @]ds defended their right to maintain thalr
opinion in the face of ‘a majority with a different view, whereas
71% of all 13-year- old respondents said they would stlck to
their position. Freedom of the press was supported by only
36% Gf-ﬁhe'rurai youths, but even fewer could substantiate’
the{r position satisfactorily. »

Comparison of RptélfgﬁérNOifFUf§]_§DCi§j7§Fy§j§§tAéhiEVéméﬁt

A]thDUQh it may séém strange, the sécia1‘studies attainments:
of rural Americans are Faurly typical of those of the entire
population. Analysis of the NAEP data clearly places rurai
people in the Wmainstream' of social studies education and of
educationw-in generaﬂ,' The high and low extremes of Edu¢8tl0ﬂa1

achievement, as measured by Natidfal Assessment, are residents ;
of the. affluent suburb and the inner city poverty area, r&spéétlveTQ;
This finding has been consistent across all of the subject-matter
araas assessed and for all age groups. )

As used by National Assesament “affluant suburb'' is an area
within the city limits of a-city of over 150,000 people in which
'mgst of the resudents are employed as prafessiaﬁalsxar m;nagers;‘
Why s there a disparity between the educational gutaames received

-%by fural youths and those received by young Amerlcans in the ,

. - affluent suburbs and haw serious a problem is it? "Are the NAEP
objectives aﬁd exerﬁiseé slarited toward a prafe%suanai/manageriaJ
allte, or is the educatlana1 ‘delivery systém unbalanced?

Rural schools have been crntucuzed Fnr failing to adjust

their §UFFI§U1umS ta the rural environment. Rural Edu;atlmn has

‘bean Eastlgated as tca abétragt and bDDk[Sh, taa Far ramaved




from:the realities of {rural) life. Are thééé labels not

! equally suited to non-rural educational settings? Apparently,
our rural schools are delivering an "average'' American educatuan.f
ls that gaad enough for rural Amer|;an5? 1s it good enough for

¥o-

anybcdy?

Although It is easy to differ with the NAEP social studies
§a§1s and objectives in terms of their impcrtaﬁﬁa or relevance
to young Aherigans, It 15 anF|:glt to attack them from the
standpoint of an urban or an upper middle-class bias. The
validity of the sk:lls, kﬂcwledgg, and attitudes reFlectéd
in the exercises and results of the saznal studies ascessﬁemt
seems to hinge on factors other than the size and typa of

éégﬁz-zggjmunlty of Ehe respandent;!‘ :

Cﬂﬂﬁigﬁlén
- T;éyrcct GF the 'problem" of rural social studies education

is, perhaps, the same as that of education in general and of
social studies ﬁéucaéicn in partfzﬁjari We diFFer:avgr the
meaning aF;terms such as "“social studies," heitizenghip," and
“edugatioﬁ”, ’IﬂEqualltlES in educational éutﬁame;'exist and

should befpgndéred and |ﬁvest|gated However, phe quality of
¥ \\ '

e'ducatia"j not marely the equallty of it, is tfe fundamental
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