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ABSTRACT
Information is-provided on 14 federal p'rOgrams

providing financial assistance to undergraduate students in \
universities, colleges, and vocationhl/technical Schools.' The \
programs provide three different types 'of assistance: grants to
scholarships), loans, and job earnings. Grants and scholarAhips
`not. have to be repaid, but loans do. Some of the loan'programs nave
provisions under which part or all of the incurred debt is repai4.
Some of the programs provide assistance without regard to the,course
of study being pursued.; others are restricted to certain fields. The
following programs are included: Basic Educational OpPortunity Grant
Erogram; college Work-Study Program; Guaranteed StUdent Loan grogram;
Law Enforcement Education ProgramGrants; Law Enforcement Education
ProgramLoans; National Direct Student Loan-Program;NNursing Student
loan Program; Nursing Student Scholarship Program; Socal Security
Education Benefits; State Student Incentive Grant PrograM4
Supplemental Educational Opportunity. Grant Program, Veterans'
Edgcation Assistance (Post-Korean Veterans); Veteran's" Education
Assistance (Post-Vietnam Era Veterans)--Contributory Vesting program;
and Veterans' Education Loan Program. For each(program, information
is:provided on eligibility, money available, and contact sources. A
list of publications that provide financial aid pforMation is
incldded. (SW)
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The Congressional Research Service works exclusively for
the Congress, conducting research, analyzing legislation, and
providing information at the request of Committees, Mem-
bers and their staffs.

The Service makes such research available, without partisan
bias, in many forms including studies, reports,- compilations,
digests, and background briefings.. Upon request, the CRS
assists. Committees in analyzing legislative proposals and
issues, and in assessing the possible effects of these proposals
and their alternatives, The Service's senior specialists and sub-
ject analysts are also available for .personal consultations in
their respec,tive fields of expertise,



SUMMARY

The Federal meta provides financial assistance to individuals

/enrolledI or accepted for enrollment in iretitutionn of higher
,r4

education. This Issistance flo 4.tltrough many programs and takes' the

form of loans, grants and In` -thin CRS Cu;deto Selected Federal

Assistance Programs for Undergraduate Students, 14 programs, administered:dmini t _ed:

by various Federal agencies, are briefly. described.
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Preface

Thin guide serves as an introduction to some

viding financial as

Li

the Federal programs

stance to undergraduate students i

colleges add vodational (teehni schools.

universities,

It i Y by no means a Compre

hensive li.ating of such Federal programs, nor does it describe all of their

fea ur The financial aid office at an nstitution of higher learning

the most important a ngle source of Information on student assistance.

search for assistance is complete without consulting a financial aid

officer.

The.progrAms in this guide provide three different types of

assistance 73 grants, (or scholar

essential to-know that gran

hips), loans and job earnings. is

echolarships). do not have to repaid

but that loans do. Some of the loan programs des- ibed in the following,
rnw=

pages have provis

for you.

ons under, which part or all of incurred debt is repaid

Your course of study may affect your ligibil for this assistance.

e of the progr'ams in this guide provide assistance without regard to

the Co se of study being pursued;.othPrs are restricted to certain courses

of study. All of heae programs serve undergraduate students.

In the following table

this guide in terms o

have claseified.the prog bed in

the type of assistance provided (grants, loans,

j bp-earnings) and course of study being pursued (specific, general).



Basic - gducatir nal
Opportunity
Grant Program

College Work-Study'
Program

Guaranteed Student
Loan Prbgram

Law Enfortement
Education Progr
Grants

Type of Cursn of
Assistance Study.

Grant

Job Earn-
ings

Loan

Grant

-do--

General

General

Specific

Law Enforcement Loan _Specific
Education Program--
Loans

National Direct
Student Loan
Program

'Nursing Student
Loan PrOgram

Nursing Student
Scholarship- ,Program

-Social Security Edu-
cation Benefieb

ate Student
ncentive Grant
Program

Supplemental Educa-
tionalQppOrtunity'
Grant Program

Veterans' gducation
Asmiseence (Post-
Korean Veteran's)

Loan

Loan

Grant

Grant

Grant,

Grant

Grant

General

Speci

General

General

-Gen



iii

Type of Course of
Assiatance Study

Veterans' Education Grant* General
Assistance.(gost-
Vietnam Era
Veterans)--
Contributory-Ve ting
Ptogram

Vetei
Loaf

n ' Education
Program

Loan

*Part of this benefit is contributed by recipient.

General
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A prospective stud nt may also went to consid enrolling in a

'postsee-nd- institution which pflers a cooperative education program,

Such a program provides alternate 'periods of study and work enabling

the participating. student-to earn funds for his or her education

he same time, to acquire experience in the rid of work. The

Federal--Government, provides support for IT e cooperati(re education

programs. High school guidance offices may have information on these

p

For listfurther assi ncei a brief published sources

mnation on student assistance programs (Federal, State,

priv can be found at the end of the guide. These sources also

describe assistance for graduate or profes onal study.

and



BASIC EDUCATI04AJ OPPORTUNITY GRANT PR

Eligible: If you are.a needy undergraduate student enro on

11.4

at .least & parttime basin a participating college; university

or vocational/technical school, ypu may be eligible for a grant.

How Much You Can Receive: ?ou can receive up to $ ,600 per year in

. the 1978:-79 school year. estimated that the maximum grant

for the 1979-80 school year will be $1,800. Your financial need

determine 6he actual amount for which you are eligible.

Who to Contact: You can apply for a Basic Grant using one of several

different forms. The iinancial'aid office at the school, you are

or will be attending con tell you which of the forms to file and

how to obtain
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COLLEGE W ..STUDY,

Who' EIigib

prOle08 nal student e

eedy under

rolled on at

participating college, univeroity or

aduate',

cational/technieal school,

you may be eligible to aecure work-

l'

The amount you can based on your

determi d by your school financial aid

Who to Contact: You should contact the financial aid office at

schodl you 'are or will be attending to dete ine if you school

participatea in the program and if you are,e igible for a ork-

'stud job
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. .

WAR:ANTgEbSTUDE LO d PROO

Who
.

_igible: f you.-are.an undergraduate

professional student enrolled on

tipnring, colle

at least a half ®t -e basis at

un veraity,or vocational echnical

school, yOu may be' eligible

How MUch' 'You Can bo You can torrow up to $2,500ver ye' you

r,
are an undergraduate; but cannot accumulate e

e

more than $7,60 in

unpaid prificipal. (You can harrow.up $5,000 ,per year if you

are a grad a't'e or professional dent, but cannot accumulat

more than $ 5000 in unpaic principal, (including unpaid princ

pal ,from amounts borrowed as as undergraduate).) Loan are

repaid at 'a Y, interest r te, beginning 9 to 12, months after

you end at tea- 'half-time enrcaltil'e The Federal'Govesnment

. ,

will subsidize yoyr interest while you a e -enrolled. Funds

borrowed Under this program are lent by banks, credit un o

pension funds savings and loan associations, some aclioo s and

other institutions:

to. Contact: You should contact the nancial aid office

school y_u are or will be attending to determine- if your set-1°0U

participates in the program and which institutions in your area

are lending under the program.
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LAW R1 F lRCE :NT EOPCATIOV PROGRAM =- GRANTS

Who' li. ible: A.f you are a full-time profssional employee of a

publicly-funded police, col , corrections or other law enforce-

--nt and criminal justice agency, you may be eligible a grant.

If you are a 'State or local criminal justice 'planner or member of

campus police force with authority to enforce criminal statutes,

you may also be eligible for a gr

Sc c nted for -11- ent

tion ins tut ion on a part -_

You must be enrolled or

a participating postsecondary educa-

me or full-time basis, in undergrad-

mate or (graduate degree editable) courses in crime-related

programa or, programs in behavioral, managerial cr social sciences.

how Much You Can Receive: You can receive up to $250 per academic

uarte or $400 per semester to pay for tuition, mandatory fees

and hooks. The size of these grants depends upon the expenses

Who t

you incur, not on any assessment your financial status. If

you an not t-main in full -time criminal just ce employment for

years toll, ing enrollment in college, the grant must be

repaid with interest .

Contac You shoi_ld co- a Lhe t nanc al 0_ _I

Jtletice Department at the school you are or will be attending

deter

riiinal

if your school porficprtes in the program and you are

eligible for m grant .
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ENFORCEMENT EDUCATION FROG OANS

Who'2 Eligible: If you are enrolled on a full- ime'ba is i.n an

undergraduate or graduate program leading tc a deg __e or ce

fixation in a field directly related to law enforcement and,em-

ployment in a law enforcement agency, you may be eligible for a

loan. If you are a full -time teacher, or person preparing for a

career as a full-time teacher, urses related to law enforce-

merit and tice, you may also be eligible for a loan.

Row Much You Can,Borrow: You can borrow up to $2,200 annually to meet

the cost of tuition, mandatary fees and books, without regard

your financial need. Your debt is repayable at 7% interest begin-

,Wing 9 months after you cease full-time study. You can have your

debt canceled for service as a ful

law enforc

officer or employee of a

1 y, or 4s a full-time teacher of courses in a

crime- t d deg-ee program in an eli _ e colic to institution.

Who to Contact: You should contact the financial aid office or Criminal

Justice Department at the school you are or will be attending

dot ne if your s ' I partic 1pato tli in the pro-

eligible for a loan.

and if you
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NATIONAL_ DIRECT STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM

Who's El gible: If you are a needy undergraduate, graduate or

professional student enrolled on at least a halftime basis at

a participating college, university or vocational/technical

school, you may be eligible for a loan_

How Mach You Can Bor row: You can borrow up ,500 in one year.

(If you are a graduate student the aggregate affiount borrowed can-

not exceed $10 000 (including undergraduate loans) .) The aggre-
.

gate limit' 5,000 for a student who has completed 2 years of

study leading to a bachelor's degree and $2,500 for any other

student. Loans are repaid at a 3b interest beginning 9 to

12 months after you end at least half-time enrollment. You can

have all or part t f your debt canceled for certain public service.

Who to Contact : You should contact the financial aid office at the

school you are or wi II be attending to determine it your school

participates in the pr( am add i f ynu are eligible for a load.
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NURSING STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM

Who's Eligible: you are a needy student enrolled on at -ast a

halftime basis -t a participating school of nursing, you may

eligible for a loan.

Much You Can Borrow: You can borrow up to $2,900 a year, but

cannot accumulate a debt of more than $10,000 in such loans.

Loans are repaid _a 3% interest rate, beginning 9 months after

you end at least enrollment. Portions of your debt can

be canceled for. certain servici

Who to Contact: You should contact the financial aid office at the

school you are or wi11 be attending to determine if your school

par ci7' pat in the program and if you are eligible for a loan.
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NURSING STUDENT SfHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Who's Eligible: Lf you are exceptionally needy and are enrolled

on at least a half-time basis at a participating School of

nursing, you may be eligible for a scholarship.

How Much You Can Receive: You can eceive an amount not to exceed

$2,000 per year to meet expenses for tuition, fees, books,

equipment and living expenses.

Who to Contact: You should contact the financial aid office at

school you are or will be attend detine your se

participates in the program and f,you are eligible for a

scholarship-
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SOCIAL SECURITY EDUCATION BE 'FITS'

Who s Eligible; If you are a fulltime student and an unm rie,d chlld

(aged 18 through 21 or to end of the school term in which age 22

atr ine0) of a worker who receives Social Security ement

benefits or disab1lity benef

Bible for these bene

re_

who is deceased, you are

How Much You Can Receive: The maximum amount you can receive is based

on the earn s record of your disabled, retired or deCeased parent.

Who to Contact: The local District Office of t Soc Security

Administration is to notify you,-if you are already receiving other

benefits

further i

program, shortly before your 18th birthday. For

-ation, you should contact the local District Office

of the Social Se_ rity Administration.
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STATE STUDENT INCENTIVE CHANT FR9GRAM

Who's Eligible: if you are an undergraduate studnt with sub a tial

financial need enrolled on a full-time basis at a participating

school and reside in a participating State, you may be eligible;

for a grant

Much You Can Re6live: You can receive up to $1,500 a year depending

upon financial need. The average has been about $500, so do

expect to receive the maximum,

to Contact: You shoula.contact the financial aid office at the

school. you are or will be attending, or the board of higher edu-
,

cation for the State in which you re
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SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY q __NT PROGRAM

Who's Eligible: If you are an exc ona ly needy undergraduate

student enrolled on at least a half -time basis in a partici-

pating college, university or vocational /technical school and

would be unable to continue your education without 'this grant,

you may be eligible. for assi stanc

h Xou Can Receive: You can receive up to $1,500 per ye_

depending upon your need and other factors.

Who to Contact: You should contact the financial aid office at

school you a

participates in the program and if you are eligible for a grant.

will be attending to determine if your school
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VETERANS' EDUCATION ASSI TANCE
(Post-Korean Veteran6)

Eligible: if you are a veteran of the armed forces who served on

active duty for a period of more than 180 days, any part of which

oc'em red after January 31, 1955 and January 1, 1977 and will be

attending an eligible school on at least a half time b

elig'b_e for assistance.

How Much You Carr Receive

The present schedule

GI bill is as follows:

Full -time

Three-gnarte-

f- t ire

Cooperative

ApprentiCeSh
1st 6 mos.
2nd 6 mos,
3rd 6 mos.
4th 6 mos.

nr Cooperative
Full -time =

Three-quarter
Hslf-time

Active duty; Leas
than halt-time .

z!spondence and

flight . . . .

On the-job t

you may

education benefits under the Post-Korean

G.I. BILL RAMS
(monthly)

No

Dependents

,

One

Dependent

Two
Dents

each Addi-
tional
0 vni:lent

3 11 53 70 $422 $26

233 277 317 19

156 185 211 13

2)1 294 33 4 19

226 254 271

169 192 221 12

113 141 164 12

56 84 (08 12

4)1 2 3_34 19

166 221 15

I2o 147 167 10

,00L not eA,:eed ful l=titne rate o1 ;311

ti percent
52811.

charges-- hly entitlement charge--
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Who to Contacts You can contact the Veterans' representative or

financial aid the school you are or will be attending.

You can also contact your local Veterans Administration Office.
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.VETERANS' EDUCATION ASSISTANCE (PostVietnam
Veterans) -- Contributory Vesting Program

Who's Eligible: If you enter the armed forces after December 31, 1976

you can enroll in the contributory vesting program. You can only

enroll in this program while you are in the armed forces.

Now Much' You Can Receive: Upon enrolling in the program you agree to

have deducted from your mil ary pay at least $50 a month, but not

than $75. The Veterans Administration will match with $2 every

$1 you contribute through the deduction from your pay. Once in the

:program you must remain in at least 12 months. The maxitnutn

amount you can contribute while you are in service is $2,7070. When

you complete your first obligated period of duty or 6 years of duty,

you are entitled to monthly payments for education in an annount equal

the mount you contributed to the program, plus (2) the amount

contributed for you by the Veterans Administration, divided by (3) the

number of months you participated in the program to a maximum of 36

months.

WH,) to Contact : You can cuotal=i the veterans' representative or financial

aid the school yOu are or will be attending. can also

contact your local V um Admtnistcatioint
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VETERANS' EDUCATION LOAN FRO GRAM

s Eligible: It you Eire a needy veteran enrolled on at least a

half-time basis

a loan.

ig ble school

How Much You Can Borrow, You can borrow up

months you are entit

you may be eligible for

$;92 times the number of

receive Veterans' Education Assistance,

but not in excess of a year. Ioterost charg7d on loans

made after September 1976 will be comparnble to, and not exceed

the rate ar d -Stu -t Loan Program. No interest

accumulates prior to C up of the repayment period. Interest

and principal are paid during a period op to 10 years, beginning

nine months atter you cr=use milt -time study. You can cancel part

your debt

Who' to n

you meet ct-'rta n regoiCements.

cial aid o rice at

ct the veterans' representative or Anan-

021)1 aro or will be attending. You

can also contact your local Vterant. Ad, uistrat fice.
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STUDENT FINANCIAL Alr REFERENCE T

Your local library, high school guidance or finalicial, aid office

(if you acre already attending a postsecondary education instit tjon)

will have some of these sources and others as well.

) Need A Lilt? American Legion Education and Scholarship Program.

Indianapolis, Indiana.

udetit Aid Annual. Moravia, tiew York, Chronicle Guidance

Publi ationa, Inc.

) Student. Aid Bulletin: Scholarships, Loans and Awards Offered by
Independent and AFL-CIO Affiliated Labor Unions. Moravia, New

York, Chronicle Guidance Publications, Inc.

4) Student Aid Bulletin: Scholarships, Loans and Awards Offered by the

SO States, R.C. and P.R. Moravia, New York, Chronicle Guidance

Publications, Inc.

5) Barron's Handbook of American College Financial Aid. Woodbury, New

York, Barron's educational Series, Inc.

6) Barren's Handbook of Junior and Community College Financial Aid.

Woodbury, New York Barron' s Educational Series , Inc,

Financial Aids for higher Education. Oreon Keeslar. Dubuque, Iowa,

C. Brown Co.

Scholarships, Follow hips and Loans. S. N. Feingold, Arlington,

Massachusetts, Beliman Publishing Co.


