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R RO Allved

It was the purpose of this study te find to what extent teach-
ara are consciiusly teaching listening sbilly i grades K-6 of
tir elnppendsr Arnongg e i question: to be
answered were; (1) how is listening being tanght--as an inde=
pendent subject, or ir. conjunction with other subject matter;
(2) what effect, if auy, da the Independent variables of back-
ground {raining, ’years of teaching experience, or grade level
assm’nmeni h ive upml th? dependenl v'v'mble% in th;ﬁ study;

RO LS I L

Analysgs of variance were permrmeﬂ upﬂi‘l data generated
by a survey questlonpaire. Results indicated that uniformity
of instruction is lacking in the elemeniary schools and the main
reuson teachars do not teach listening is because of the already
overcrowded curriculum. Most elementary teachers who do
teach listening teach it both as a separate subject and in con-
junction with ether subject matter. Finally, grade level assign-
mient, more than any other variable, affects the status of lis-
tening instruction in t!’}}e elementary schools.

.

A STUDY OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SEVEN ALTER-
NATIVE MEDIA PRESENTATIONS ON THE TEACHING OF
SELECTEL RESEARCH SKILLS TO SIXTH GRADERS

v _ Order No. 7820311

=

BRAINARD, Elsie Katherine, Ed.D. Rutgers University
The State University of New Jersey (New Brunswick), 1978,
117pe. Chairperson: Robert P. Parker, Jr.

The purpose of this study was to assess théelfectiveness
of seven alternative media formats on the instruction of library
research skills using sslected reference books, In addition,
the possible interaction between the student’s reading lavel,
sex and each alternative mediz format was investigated. The

" seven alternative media formats were: (1) Print, (2) Picture,

(%) Sound, (4) Print/Picture, (5) Print/Sound, (8) Picture/
Sound, and (7) Print/Piture/3ound.

One hundred and fifty-eight sixth grade boys and glris com-
pleted this fifteen-weck study. The 53 were categorized lnto

three groups according to reading ability, high, middle and low.

Within these groups the Ss were randomly assigned to either
one of the saven Exparlmental Groups or the Control Group.

Teaching materials were prepared especially for this study
in order to provide for exact duply‘.ztmn of content In each.of
the seven formats.

A complete {actorial arrangement of five variables (2x3x
2x2x2) provided the opportunity for testing by means of a stan-
dard factorial analysis of varlance thirty-one null hypotheses.
The five variables were Sex (M-F), Reading Level (H-M-1),

“Print (Present or Absent), Picture (Present or Absent), and

Sound (Present or Absent) Each null hypothesis, including
main H!E{:ts and all possible interactions among these five

_ varlables, constituted a separate hypothesis to be tasted. In

E

all, there were ninety-three spgecific hypothesés asince each
hypothesis was teated separately for each of the three depen~

dent variables. ,
Thers were significant Sound'x Pﬂnt (p <.01) and Prlnt x

Q
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Tha students’ exposure to the specific treatments may have
effect xd thelr attitudes toward tha inatarial, For example, it
a student found hia aasizned treatment unintaresting for hia
style of learning, this disinterest could have been raflectad In
his performance on the test,

There-are two general conclusions which ean be drawn {rom
this study: 1. Dilferent media combinations are likely to be dif~
ferentially elfective with students of different reading lavsla.

3. Tha presertntion ot redundunt informntion in different modasa
and presentéd simultaneously  not be effective for all stu=
dents.

i
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LANGUAGE AS A POTENTIAL MEANS OF INCREASING
THE PERCEPTUAL ART ABILITY OF ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL CHILDREN Order No. 7810280
BULLOCK, Ray E., Ed.D. Hall State University, 1978, 180,
Adviser: Dr. Daniel J. Reeves :
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The purpose of this investigation wasa to develop instrue-
tional methods to affect the vjgual perceptual abilitiea of young
children, '

Eleanor Gibson has described visual perception as the pro-
cesy by whu:h we abtain firbth:md infm niti:;n abuu’t the wcﬂd

pmc:esg Df ha.ndhng a multhudE of vxsual bxts of mforma.tmﬂ or
cues, ao that a reaponse to the information can be made. With
these ideas in mind a seri~s of language ta=ks were developed
to encourage children to ..tend and respond to visual stimuli
in order to investigate the extsnt to which language may mod-
ify or enhance visual perceptual ability.

The sample for this study was comprised of ninety-four
fourth grade students in four intact classes in the Eastbrook

" Cemmunity School Cosporation, Marion, «diana. Three groups

were randomly assigned to the experimental treatments and
one to the control condition., One group received in-process
language training while viewing and discussing color slides ol
paintings; a second group received language training by ex-
posure to semantic’ differential scales while viewing the same
paintings; a third group received a condensed and integrated
version of the treatment received by the other two experimen-
tal Lreatment groups;, while a [ourth group served as a coatrol
section and received traditional art instruction, primarily work-
ing with common art materials without specific language in-
structign and without viewing color slides of paintings. The
subjects in all faur groups were pre- and ‘post= tEStFﬂ us{ng the

Visual Pgrcephan Tegt (MV‘ET) and the vocabulary subtest of
the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT).

Data collected during this investigation was subjected to
analysis of covariance techniques and, when significant ratios
were obtained, follow=-up t-tests were conducted. In addition,
correlation ¢oefficients were obtained to evaluate possible re-
lationships between the three sets of measures, The confidence
level for testing the null h?pctheses was set at an alpha of Di
Review of the data led to the following conclusions:

{(A) Subjects receiving a condensed and integrated version
of the language treatment including in-process verbalization
and exposure to semantic differential ccales 'vhile viewing
‘color s)ides of paintings achieved significantly higher Chil-
dren’s Embedded Figures Test scores than subjects in the
Euntrﬁl Group. The resulting data indicated that treatmgnt

O J— e I
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Thin inveati—tan made no attempt to preseribe hoy qube
jects shiculd rocpoad 1o viguad stimuli, nor did it inter tnat
these responso- were either desirable or inalterabla, At the
game time thig [rvestigation mide no attempt to agses: the
:lta%théth‘ alffects [ language treatment. The iindings suggest,
ez, that the incluston of language tl,:ki’s miy stimulate
c=eage perceptual activity and ability thereby aiding chil-
dren ln d@velupmg punéptu‘lj Hklll%

ing in thia investigation is

s !rt uf thk comhinafion of semontic differentisl
x;'d auditury verbal in-process response as a mode of °
instruc ion to “nerease visual perceptudl ability. This combi=
nation of language factnrs evidendy influenced the subjects to
process pictorial information more effectively’ perhaps by
directing their attention to the distinctive featufes of the
paintings.

LANGUAGE ARTS CURL .{.ILUM PLANNING AND EXECU-,
TION IN THE MIODLL ©7.000L% OF A FLORIDA DISTRICT
Order No, 7810932

CARLSON, Farl Charles, Ed.D. The University of Florida,
1977, 112pp. Chairman: -Michaél Y, Nunnery

The planuing and execution of certain aspects of the aca-
demic ¢ ulum of a decentralized Floarida school district
was the focus of this stvdy, The language art; program of the
middle schools of the district was used as a vehicle to deter-

- mine the extent to which goals, objectives, and priorities were
Estsblished ﬁérx’:éwed u’ﬂﬂerstaaﬂ :Lm:i iﬁtermlized :md ta

the guals :md pE!Drllll;‘s HY mdu:a,t,ed_,by thexr pragmns of in-
struction. The participation of teachers and administrators in,
the curriculum planning process as well as their perceptions
of the supervision or monitoring of curriculum implementation
~were also studied, Data were collected through-a study of dis-
trict and school documents and through structured interviews
with elght district and school administrators and 26 teachera. -

In the literature, numerous reports of studies were found
related to management in general and management of educa=
tional enterprises in particular, Substantial research had also
been done in curriculum planning and design. However, no em-
pirical research was found describing adequate techniques and
processes for trunslating theoypy into practice,

Widespread criticism of the public school system leading to
such legislation as Florida’s Educational Accountability Act of
1976, has pliced ihe impetus on school administrators to con=
E'Eivé and bring about changes to meet legislative requirements,

This has focused attention on the need to determine what causes:

the gap between what “ought” to be taught and what is in fact
taught—to document process deficiencies in fransforming man-
agerial intentions into consumable instructions at the classioom
level. !

An analysis of the data led to the following. conclusions:
1, The language arts academic progvam is characterized by a
Iack of elarity in the establishement of goals, objectives, and
priorities both at the district and school levels for subjects
other than reading. 2, There appears to be a lack of understand-
ing of goala and priorities when judged by the diverse responsea
of administrators and teachers regarding thelr perceptions of
_goals and priorities, 3. Programs of instruction appear to have
"beenr'determined by factors other than the attainment of prede-
termined goals. Responses of teachers indicated that their
programs are shaped by materials available, fellow teachers’

ERIC
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STUDENTS

3 th it feadback necded for curriculum improvement is hsin.

d, This, along with other fuctors already mentioned,
ates the impression of a lack of logieal strueture needed to
_Lptu 1;,;? thi: academie progran,

AN INVESTIGATION OF HANDWRITING ACHIEVEMENT AMND
VISUAL=-MOTOR=PERCEDPTION ABILITIES QF FIRST JRADE
Order No. 7819586

ENGLEMAN, Mary Ann, Ph.DD. The Ohio State University, 1978.
229pp. Adviser: Dr, John O, Cooper

This investigation sought to determine a baltery of tests
which eounld be used to predict handwriting success or failure.
Through administration early in grade one, individuals requir-
ing indlﬁdualizeﬂ instructiﬂn in writing coulid be determined

Thea 1nvestié“1tmn alsm :c\uﬁht fl’l!“]ﬁé‘lﬁ[}n of the proces: and
task phxlasﬂphxes of 1ssessmant and teaching as they relate to
handwritir

Available tests of visual perceptign motor coordination, and
visual-motor integration abilities are reviewed and lests se-
lected to assess these processes as subskills considered nec-
essary for successful handwriting. Tests are also reviewed
for evaluation of h:{ndwritmg as 4 task or learned skill.

The first five Subtests of the Slingerland Screening Tests for
Identifying Children with Specific Language Disability, Form A,
were administered as task testa. The Word Discrimination
Test was selected to assess visual pErEEptLDri and the Render

Visual - M{!tnr Integraﬂan were selected as tests of visual -mntn: -
integration. No available test of fine=motor coordinatior was
congidered appropriate for this Investigation,

“The eight teats were administered in small groups and/or
individually to 124 first graders in May, 1976. The process and
task test resulis were compared with handwriting evalu wiong -
of actual clasaroom written papers, through statistical analy-
sis, to determii:e chay most effective combination of tests for
uge as a predictive battery for handwriting a hievement,

Although a pradictive equation did esgtablish a hattery of
taats of significant value, it was evident that the process tests
were inadequate in- isalat!ﬁg and assessing the subskills involved
in handwriting. The Dendar Gestalt Test, however, was signifi-
cantly correlated with handwriting and superi::r to the other test
of visual-motor integration,

Tha Slingerland Tests proved to be significantly valuable in
sampling handwriting under varied conditions, such as copying
near, copying far, and using short term memory for copying.
The tuk assessment has value™as soon as some writing skills
are attained. Further, even late in grade one the majority of
thke stadents have not mastéred average writing skillg, so as~
gessment for remediation and information for individualized in-"
struction is needed and available ‘through the use of the Slinger-
land Tests.

AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE EFFICACY OF A TASK
ANALYSIS MODEL FOR THE DIAGNOSIS P;NQ REMEDI-

* ATION OF HANDWRITING PROBLEMS OF THE LEARN=-

ING DISABLED Order No, 7813775
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ertv teachers were randomly divided ino four aqual grouns

and each teacher randomly selected five learning disabled stu-
dants from grades two to six with demeonstr ated handwriting
problems. One: group of teachers used the task analysiz model
(Experimental) one group used the recommended California
State.handwriting text {Standard Method), one group used uny
method they preierred (Any Method), and the fourth group re-
ceived =o formal instruetion or supervised pructiee in hand-
writing (No Methed), A pretest, five successive weekly tests,
and a posttest were adin teretd,

The teachers in the Lxpes lmf-nhl Ciroup completed a pro-
grammed manual, attende , anc! passed a test con-
ecerning the use m‘ the ta<k analysis model, The teacharin
the Standard Method Group ailended a workshop on the use of
the California State text. The other teachers received no train-
ing specitic to this study. All students except those in the No
Metiod Group worked on-handwriting for {i’teen minutes each
day. .
Using the task analysis model, the teachers in the Experi-
méntal Group diagnc:';led each student as exhibiting handwriting
problems due to input, output, or ociation deficienaias,
Three standardized visual perception tests were administered
to each student. Using the distribution of scores gn these thoes
testa, each student was classified as exhibiting input, output, or
association deficiencies.

Analyses of Variance and t-tests were performed on the col-
lected data to determine differences in amount and rate of im-
provement over the seven testing periods for the four methed
groups and diagnosed deficiency groups within each method
group, A gamma statistic was computed to dete-mine the sor-
relation between the two methods of diagnosis;

Results indicated that students in the Experimental ‘Group
improved significantly in their handwriting skills over the seven
testing periods when compared with students in the other groups.
The improvement in handwriting was identified as due to spe-
cific interactions between treatment and diagnosed deficiency.
Results identified as exhibiting input and output deficiencies
improvad significantly over time, The handwriting of students

&1in the Experimental Group exhibiting association problems im-

proved slightly. The handwriting of students in the Standard
Method and Any Method Groups who were identified as exhibit-
ing input and association deficiencies did,not improve over
time. The handwriting of students in the Standard Method and
Any Methad Groups who were identified as exhibiting output de-
ficiencies improved somewhat over time. Those students in
the group with no method of instruciion declined significantly
in their handwriting proficiency aver time regardless of diag-

2

CY.
.These [indings imply that the task an-ﬂys;s model is a useful
one for the dingnosis and remediation of handwriting problems
related to the input and output dimensions - . :he handwriting

E

Results indicated that there was a significant ngreement be-
tween a diagnosis derlved from the distribution of %cores on
three standardized tests and the diagnosis of specific handwrit-
ing problem area as identified by teachers using the task analy-
sis model. This agreement implies that the results of these
three tests can be used to identify a student’s specific hand-
writing problem area.

o

A STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF A SERIES OF LESSONS
IN LISTENING COMPREHENSION, BASED UPON CHIL=-
DREN'S LITERATURE, ON READING COMPREHENSION

Q
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Tha faliowing mersures wrre uim\m steved: 1) The Short

Furns Test ni Acadeniic 5gt1tude to yleld IQ seures.

2) The

. A\, -sig of these dota rnabled the invertigator to reach
the {0

inZ conclusions:
Guestioa 1: What are the differences in lisler i

gion of those children who participated in 1 series of le: o
in listening comprehension and those chiliren who did act par-
ticipate in the lessons?

Findings: There was A signi’icant difference between the
pre- ind positest scores when the sample was considered as

- a whole irraspective of treatment, sex, and IQ. The control

group showed significantly greater gains in Total Lintening
when treatment was ccasidered.
Question 2: What are the diflerences in reading achisvement of
those childrer -vho participated in a series of lessons in listsn-
ing comprehensipn and those thxldren who did not pacticipate
in ths lessons?

Findings: There was a significant dierénce between the
pre- and posttest scores when the a3 : was considerad as
a whnle irrespegtim Df treatment £ax, a:ld IE_ The:e v-ere

trol gmupa

Question 3: What is the relationship of sex to listening and/or
reading achievement?

Findings: Girls shhwed statistically greater gains than
bayn in hsteﬂmng‘ Tha&'s were no significant differences be-

and ar readmg achxefément?

ngs: The high IQ group showed a statistically greater
an the low IQ group in listening and in the Sentence

‘igadmg subtest. A significant interaction favored high IQ girla

in the Total Listehing subtest. The interaction of treatment,

sex, and IQ, while not statistically significant at the .05 1avel,

had a strong effect on Vocabulary Listening for high 1Q girls & -~

in the control group. No interactions were reported in resding.

Summar

The data revealed: that listening can be taught and is mea-
surable; that a series of original listening comprehension les-
sons, baded upon children’s literature, does not have a positive
impact on reading achievement in second grade; that girls show
larger gains in listening and reading achievement than do boys;
and that the high IQ group shows larger gains in listening and
reaning achievement than does the low IQ group.

3

THE PERFORMAKCE OF SECRETARIES ON JOB-RELATED
READING AND WRITING TASKS Order No. 7821249

]

-HEINEMANN, Susan Turk, E4.D, Hofstza University, 1978,

192pp.

The major purposes of this study were: (1) to analyze the
ahilitiea nf sesretaries to nerform lob-related reading and writ-
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5 thirty-nine secretaries who

Tn accomplish these purpy
1 7‘ B t lL U

i

s v iparnialics o Tow

. H HN
frum one to five year 4, were betweén nineteen and th n‘ty years
age, and had graduate 1 from high scheol, were chosen for the
study. Eigit jub-related reading and writing tasks were ad-

ministerad tc five gubjects at snu tin 2 during thmr work day agﬁtf

in a conference room in their place of employment. The direc-
tions and the materigls that the s wretaries road in order
to obtain the o~ rrect answers for the perforniance tusks were
ialyrad for syntactic complexite. The four factors uzod to
raeasyre syntactic complexity were (1) mean teagth of i'-unit,
(2) mean ecluuse length, (3) percentage of.instances of embedded
nominal clauses, and (4) percentage of instances of émbecded
nominsl phrades,

Frequenc) coulity and percent:tges were used to campgte the
kinds of resgonses and types of errors made by the secretaries
on the parformance tasks and to determine if there were any
patteras to the errors they made. Analysis of variance tests
were ysed to determine if significant differences existed be-
tween the secretaries’ ability to perform cach task and all the
tasks, and the number of years they had bezn efiployed at the
corporalion. The Spearman Rho rank oraer correlation test
was u=sed to delermine if there was a significant positive corre-
lation between each of the factors of syhtactic complexity and
the mean number of incorrect responses.

Findings indicated that muny secretaries (1) ignored direc-

_tions: (2) had difficulty with basic punctuation, capitalization,
émd verb tense uéﬂgé (3) cculd nut hst evemts in m’dar éf pri-

(5) had dfi;c:ulty in Curr'é\:tly rEplacmg words in the CIQ}SE
pchEdui'e The 'mc:st prev:ﬂent errors madé by the s%cretafies

a,nd uging varb ten;e c:grra(;tl;7 The number uf errors i‘nade
by a g cretary varied from task to task,

There was no signic o aﬁt difference between the secretar-

.+ i@y’ alilily to perform on any of the eight tasks and the number
of years they had been employed at the corporation. There
wus no significant positive correlation between any of the four
factors of synta:tic complexity and the percentage of incorrect
responses,

The conclusions drawn were: (1) ‘The errors made by the
subjects in carryong out job-related tasks revealed deficiencies
in following directions, dealing with certain basic grammatical
stryuctures, and judging significance of events and/or main
ideas. (2) A higher percentage of grammatical errors were
made when secretarieswere proofreading a letter written by
another writer, than when they composed their own letters.

{3) Although there were discernible patterns to the errors that
searetariés made across all the tasks there were léss dehnl-

ﬁut the ta.slg; (4) CD!‘EthIy tc; the uﬂd\ngs l;lf gther Studies and
investigations, there wére no significant differences in the
secretaries’ quality of performance based on experience. The
general reduction in writing ability of many young p2ople and
the changing role of women in our society might account {or the
discrepancy betwe 2n this Btudy and those found in the literature.
(5) Contrary to previous research, the four factors of syntactic
complexity did not appear to affect the secreiaries’ perfor-
mance o job-related tasks., Two interfering variables were
eited as possible reasons for these results. .
Guidelines for the revision of the orientation program and

the design of a secretarial training seminar were suggested,
Guidelines for the cdesign of some of the written materials
published by the coupany were also made,

-Buggestions for further research included investigation into
rexding and writing abilities needed for varigus levels of em-
ploymant and different occupations. :
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AN ORAL -AURAL-VISUAL. APPROACH TOQ WRITTEN
COMMUN.CATIVE ABILITY OF SULECTED THIRD GRADE
STUDENTS - Order No. 7810865

FINCHEN, Geraldine Marie, Ph.D. The Louisi:ina Statg Uni«
versity and Agricullural and Mechanical College, 1977. 114pp.
Supervisor: Prnfeism Doris Conway '

The majnrr purpose of this study was to determine the effec-
tiveness of a curricularssequence of 1 llHEL;lgE gxperiences
upon the subsequent wriling performance™
third graders. A secondary purpose of theé study was to de-

* termine the effect of oral language practice upon*childrén’s

written language usage and mechanics of English.

Hypotheses for the study were based on the assumption that
the rehtmnsmp between oral and written language might be
about improvement in third graders’ ability tn
write compositions.

 Eighty-six third grade studentf- from an Eleméntnry school

: i Sputheastern Louisiana comprised the sample for the study.

A contral group of 43 students received traditional language
instruction. An experimental group af 43 third grade students
participated in ah experimental pmgx am which consisted of
activities for oral language expansion and enrichinent.
JPre-study measures were Form E of tiie Science Research

Assm:h;e:i Assessment Survey, Language Arts and a‘compo-
sition, written in response to 4 picture stimulus. f

Experimental group teachers used a series ol lesson plans,
praepared by the researcher to E‘tp‘«’md and enrich the oral lan-
guage experiences of the experimental subjects, "“The oral
geasions, which included activities such.as choral readings, -
story-telling, and puppetry replaced the regular language pro-
gram, The two control classes received ho treatment other,
than the traditional anguage program.

Afger a 12-week period of 30-minute daily language ses-
sions, ’all participants were tested on the Science Eesearch
Assnclates Assessment Survey, Languag
wara asked to write a composition in response to a picture
stimulus. Pre-study and post-study compositions were rated
by a panel of three judges after practice in the use of aelected
criteria on compositions similar to those written by the study
participanta, Compesitions were rated for overall quality
using a five-puint secale and the following criteria: cnh:rence
logical sequence, and originality of ideas,

Differences between the post-test scores of the ‘experi=
mental and control groups were tested for significance through
an analysis of ~ovariance with the pre-test scores as the co-

“wariants. Results showed that the experimental treatment did
not significantly affect the quality of co¥nposition writing of the
experimental group. A significant difference, at the .01 level
of eonfidence, was found in the expevimental groups’ perfor-
mance on the standardized language test.

The inveatigator recommended replication of this study at
other grade levels and for an extended period of time. Fmpli-
cations of the study for mc‘usn:n of oral language activities in
the elementary language arts pragram merit further inveat -
gation.

~
RULE-BASED DISTRUCTION® A COGNITIVE APPROACH
TO BEGINNING HANDWRIT]ZHG INSTRUCTION
Order No. 7810888

KEH{ I,Irsa\llaI Ed. D Cnlumb;a University Teachers College,

a selected group of *

LR
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The subjects in this studv were 56 kindergarion children
it e s ol D0 and DU s

Ehiu.l sthtmls lucateﬂ ‘vithjn

dirawn Irom thiree pairo-
wen h'lmk:- nf mLh ﬂther in Man-

c:h,lldr:en 1tlEi\dl!15 each sghml wera L,.umpugblf:
programs were similar in each of the schoolw

Thirty-two letters were used in thig study: 24 designated
as “Instructed” were taught in 16 insfructional sessions (four
were given on the pre- and posttests; four on the secound post-
tost): four ¢ fed az “Noninstrusted” were aleo nrezented
on the pre- and positests; four categorized as “New” wore.
given on the. second posttest. The Slingerland Pre-HReuding
Screening Procedures: Test I was used to measure discrimi-
nation.

Three sepurate statistical analyses were undertaken. All
statistical analyses involved factorial arrangement of treat-
mént conditions and a randomized block procedure for afsign-
ing children to instructional groups: Demonstration, Verbal,
Combined Dermonstration and Verbal, No Demonstration-Verbal
instruction. A pre- to posttest paradigm was used to measure
improved copying and discrimination. A posttest analysis of 7 .
variance was used to examine transfer of learning. Williams’
(1074) scoring seagle which yields a quantitative score for
method and uppearance was,used to measure copying perfor-
mance, N
*  Resulls of the statistical analyses indicated that although
performance improved on Instructed letters when children
simply copied, greater gains were nbhinéd when rule-based:
instruction was given, Gﬁly groups ‘redleiving instruction ime
proved on Namnstrugtéd lewters. Evidence was prodused for
transfer of learning to totally new letters.when demonstration
was the instructional strategy used to communicate rules.

+Both demonstration and verbal instruetion had a positive
effect on the copying performance of thede kindergarten chil-
dren. The effects of the strategies appeared to be additive.

hmm r garten

. Mean scores obtained on the posttest by the group receiving

combiﬂgd demnnétratitm snﬂ verbal mstrur:tiun were higher

as the lnstmctinna; strategy. However, dermc,mstratmn ap-
peared 1o ba the critical factor involved ifi learning difficult
letters and in tranafer of learning.

Contrary to findings reported in pther studies (Hirsch &
Niedermeyer, 1973; Williams, 1976), discrimination improved
signifizantly from pre- to posttest. There was no effect spe-

‘cifie to rula-based instruction. Simple practice in copying

nt to Improve discrimination.

. Far the qualitative analysig letters were classified accord-
ing to the extent to which thg three sta;ting rules and thriee
progres:ion rules identified by Goddnow and L. vine (1973) ap-
pliad to thelr construetion. Rules used in copying letters on
the pre- and posttests were recorded. Rule ocbservance was
tabulated, summed, and converféd into percentages for all
childfen on the pretest and for children-within instructed
groups and within the control group on the posttests. The data
were analyzed qualitatively by comparing these percentages.
Qualititive anslysis supported the premise that copyingiaa
rule-based task. Application of rules facilitated the production
of sone letters and interfered with accuracy of productinn for
athera. Children in instructed groups used the starting and
progresaion rules more consistently and more selectively on
the poattest than did children 15 the control group. Some evi-
dence supporting the idea that copying errors are rule-based
was prﬂdueed
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ANALYTIC V8, HOLISTIC ENCODIMNG STRATEGIES IN IE -
LATION TC VOCADULARY LEAPHING AND 2L ..
Order No, 7820240

KREVOY, Susan Barbara,
Angeles, 19738,
rm:.k ..

Ph.D. University of Galiforaia, Los
122pp. Chairperson: Prolessor Merlin C, Witt-

In line with the .;ptitucie traatment-interaction model {Cron-

bach and Snow, 1977), it Wwns predicted that individual diffap-
ences in éblhly to utilize waalytic and hol stie encndmg strate-
gles interact with lnstructional tasks and could'be utilized as a
predictor of vocabulary learning outcome, It was hypothesized
that for students who are more competent in, analytic than ho-
listic processing, instructional tasks with an analytic=sequen= |
tial organization would significantly increase learning and re-
tention of vocabulary items in comparison to tisks with a
holistic-simultaneous organization. It was hypothesized that for
students who are more competent in holistic than analytic pro-
cessing, holistically organized instructional tasks would pro-
duce greatér vocabulary learning and retention than analytically
organized tasks, Furthermore, on the basis of the ggng;ﬁtive )
model of learning (Wittrock, 1974), it was predicted that actively
involving the student in the construction of meaning would sig-
nificantly increade learning and retention, It was hypqthﬂiﬁd
that for students more competent in analytic processing and for”
those more competent in holistic processing, treatménts cail-
ing for generative elaboration of concepts would significantly
incregsé learning and recention of voeabulary items in compari~
son to cofitrol treatments without elaboration, To tgst these hy-
pﬂtheseaf 161 first year college students were classified as *
either more competeat in afzlytic or holistic processing, ac-
cordipg to their scores on the Street Figure Completion Test

" and the Weschler Verbal Similaritids Test, and randomly as-

signed to experiméntal and Lcontrol tréatmems A-Newman~
Keulstest showed that vncsl:ulary learning and retention were
significantly increased (p <.01) when there was a match be- .
tween treatmeht and encoding strategy in comparison to when

a8 mismatch existed. This test also indicated that vocabulary .,
learning and retention were significantly increased (p < .01) by
treatments calling for generative elaburation of concepts in

both analytic and holistic strategies in comparisor to the centml
treatments. These data suggest that compatibility betwean sub=
jects’ suparior encoding strategy and task requirements and
inatructions to generatively elaborate the concepts may be an
important contributor to successful performance with regard to
vocabulary learning. :

E SCHDQL LANGUAGE ARTS PRO-
Order No. 7817685

THE EMERGING MIDD
GRAM

KUHLMANN, Sandra Ellen Mus2, Ph,D. The University of
Texas at Austm, 1978, 289pp. Supervisor: 0. L. Davis, Jr.

I. Problem: The middle school movement, while only in
its infancy, has had a significant impact on” American public
education, interest in it has progressed from investigation of
its history and general’ influence to more specifie areas of con=

.cern and questions about its futyre, This study involved posit= -

ing a description of the emerging middle schnol language arts
program. o

0. © Procedure; The study involved.several distinet phgsas
First, writings which present ‘the background and history of the

v

o~
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11, 51 The dedeription of the emerging program
' - s of gn axample of the fn-depth, on-roing
FEAE;HLh that is neveded in order to provide insight intg the prob-
lems. There wer: aur mijor conclusions: (1.) Understanding

middle school movement involves com-
plex study. (2.) . ..¢ literalure indicates that o program which
fits the nature ol adolescent is student-centered, Is aguen=
tial, is flexible, slressog process, stresses basic skills, is in-

_dividualizedl, and is innevative. (3.) Significantly, the guastion-~
naires indicafed that the schools were not implementing the
highly student-cenlered characteristics oi the program de-
scribed in the literature, tor were Lhey likely'to in the future.
(4.) Finally, ali personnel interesled in the middle sehoal lan-
guage arts program musl intolve themselves in in-depth mudy,

. on-going research, and curriculum study if they are to have the
needed contral over lhe present and the Tuturé of the Emerging
middie school language.arts pr ngdm

of the backgroun I th

i

CHILDREN'S KNOWLEDGE OF LETTER.NAMES AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF LITERACY Order No. 7817795

[

LEHNE, Gregory Kenneth, Ph.D, Cornell Umversltj', 1978,
146pp.

The relatichship between children’s knowledge of letter

' dames and the development of writing, spelling and reading skill
was atudied, as well as aspects of the development of these lit-
epacy skills themselves, .While the research literature sug-
gests that the development of writing skill is related to percep-
tual learning, the role of letter-name knowledge in this process
is not undevstood, Research findings conflict about whether

young children use acrophonic (letter naine) ;@rrespundeucea
in learning'reading or spelling skills.

The research project tested 40 American kindergarten and
55 first-grade children using five literacy tasks; naming visu-
ally shown lower-case letiers; writing letters in response to
' . the letter names; spelling the initial Suund§ in words; and oral
*, ,reading of real and pseudo-words, Kindergarten ch:ldren were

tested in"Decemibér and April; first-grade chlldren were tested
‘in October, February and May, =
-+ Analyses of the results of testing show that there is no nec-
essary relat,mnshlp between children’s kngwlgdge of letter
“namas and the development of writing skill: these develop as.
independent skills. Children used a capitalization strategy to
avoid writing errors on thé lower=case letters, Their writing
errors mostly resulted in ambiguous graphemes due to a fail- -
ure t specify the distinctive features of the letters. These
errors are related to perceptual learning, not angmtwe confu-
slons between letters. Thus predictions, based on E.J. Gihson's
. percemual learning theory were confirmed, A c\eve}apr 1ental
sequence was identified for the process of learning to write
the set of latters in response to the letter names.

Childrea's spe.ling of the initial lettz in words show ad that.
they used an acrophonic (letter name) strategy. This strifegy
facilitated correct spelling for words beginning with cerfain
consonants and ‘long’ vowels; it also resulted in frequent acro-
phonic errors. Children i speiling of multiple sound carrespon-
dences (/s/&/j/) shows the competing use’of an acrophonic
strategy with a strategy based on the most frequently Dccurrlng
lstter to represent these sounds.

Children also used an agrophonie strategy in reading. A de—
velopmental sequence for the early process of learning to read
sineluded a level where children ‘read’ words using the name of

»

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-

"the experimental group {n
group (d = 50) on their performance5 on the test of quality of

Lnl]'—‘stl udmn DI HEE ;el:l—=
ion has heen - o red”

tionships, lfi‘u‘ Ul; p1 imar
through perceptual learning and stored as differentiat » 4che--
mata, Implications for educational praclice sogeest tha: tepch-
ers could use representations of letlers rather than letter
names in instruction, Tnstructional use of ¢cologidally whole
or represefftative sets of information would avold encouraging
c;h,ildren to use limited strategies based on artificially con-
strained information. These techiniques could be effectively
incorporated into a variety of different tear:hing methods to Im=
prove the total educational program,

==

THE EFFECT OF INSTRUCTION IN N(} TOR MDVEMEN‘TS
ON THE QUALITY OF KINDERGARTEN HILDREN 5 PRINT -
SC‘RIPT HANDWRITING - Qrdgr Na, TELBRID

MARSHALL, Milliéent, Ed,D. The University of Tuls;, XQTEL

108pp, Dlrectar meee,snr Hmhard Hall

"This study investigated the relationship between specific se<
qaential instruction in fnotor movements and the quality of the
discrete, lower-case, print-script letters of the alphabef when
wriltten by Kindergarten children who had no diagnosed physical
oar learning disabilities. '

. 8ix Kindergarten classes were gelected by randem Btratified
sampling and matched on socicgconomic status and age, Classes
were randomly assigned to U .her a control (C) or an experi-
mental (E) groun. A program of Seguential instruction in motor
raovements of the arm, hand and fingers necessitatsd when «©
writing the disorete, lower-case, print-seript letters of the al-
phabet %y hand 'vas tevised for the experimental group alone
and given for 40 sessions of 15 minutes duratifn each from the
beginning of February 1976 'until the middle of May 1976,

A posttest of handwriting quality was cor structed and given to

‘gil gubJEEts in the sample (n = 97; within one weeh at thﬂ end

of May 1976,

Yhree judrsg were chosen to assess the mﬂﬁt‘y of h:mdwrit—;

ing, <ach having at least 10 years experience teaching Kinden-
garten children, Three sessions were devoted to the specific
training and instruction of ‘the judges, in the assesgment of three
factors of quality of print-script handwntmg acccrdmg" topre-.
seribed criteria, Inter-judge rellshlflty obtained by mains Gf =
a Pearson product -moment correlation matrix was T r = 88, °
An analysis of covariance ‘ef the data, controlling fm‘ age,

indicated a significant (p.< .05) Superiurlty of the subjéeta in
A7) over the subjects in the cm:ffral

handwriting. Analyses of variance indmated a significant

(p < .05) superiority of girls (n = 54) over boys (n = 43} on the
posttest data but no significant d;ﬂ'e; ence between right -handed
subjects (n = 81) and left-handed subjects (n = 16). The rela-
tignship between posttest data and the time taken by subjects -
in the experimental group io complete a sequence of motor paﬂ-

2%

F

terns and letters was not found to be significant when a Spear- -
¥

man rank-order correlation was calculated. -
The implications of the results for the ;mplemEntaﬂﬂn of
instructionsl programs in print-script handwriting for Kinder=
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SeCJND GRADE PUPILS

AUDITORY BLENDING, AS IT RELATES Tu AUDITORY
PISCRIMINATION AND MENTAL AGE IN FIRST AND
Grder No, 781d7iZ2
MASZTAL, Nancy Browning, Ph.D. University of Miami, 1978,
97pp. Supervisor: Helen K. Smith-

- ¥a urpose

The purpﬁsé of this study was to detarmine if the abmty of
grade pupils'te blend sounds intc words is 2

tum:tis;n— af mental age or auditory discrimination or a function
of an intersction bitween auditory discrimination and mentid

~-age. ) N

Procediires

T, Tﬁé subjecta for this study were first and second grude
pupils from two Palm Beach County Schools. Botii sciools
wera identified by the Palm Beach County Program Evaluation

Pepartment as representative of middle (o upper-middle socio-

eeochomin levels.” k
3. Letteérs were sent to all the pa:entg of the first mxd gscond
grade students in the participdting schools mf\qrming them of

fhe study and requesting permission for their ehildsen to par=-

tieipate, Subjects were then selected from those sty lents re=

.+ lurning signed permission shps on' the basis of the following

\

- pormal auditory acuity, and, were not,

. wWere Etatistn:slly significant,

friteria’ all subjects were fiative speakers of Enghsh had
"mémber of a E}jec‘iéj
claszs for the laarning chgmhled ematmnally disturbed, mentally
ratarded or hard of hearing. In addition, each subject had an
1Q of 85 or above and a mental dge of 6,7,or 8. A total o160
students was tested thh 10‘7 meetmg, 411 critern for the sub-
* jectsd in this study. ot

'+ The Lorge- Thﬁrn(:hké Intelhgem:e Test (1957) the’ Auchtn;y
Dfsﬂrlmina;mn Test {\WWepmar, 1973), and the Auditory Blend-
lnga;‘gat (Experimerxtﬁl) vere administered to each subject ac-
cording to procedures outlined in the technical mariuals, The
_order_of testing was counter balanced on each set of eight sub-
“jects as an internal validity check. “The Auditory Blending Test
(Eﬁ)erirﬁent:ﬂ) presented by means of a tape recording, tested
eas:l'r wibject’s ability to blend 10 monosyllabic words,

- A multiple regression model was employed to test thethree ,

_hypotheses of this study. The three predictor variables were

_;ﬁental age, auditory discrimination, and the variable produced
.- by the product. of mental age and auditory discrimination. The
eriterion varfable was miditory blending.

Fmdm' E]

The corfelatian coefficients provided by the EMDC)ER
wise Regression Compiter Program revealed'slight but stafis:
tically significant eorrelations betwéen the variableg mental -
ages, guditory discrimination, and auditory blending. The high-
est correlation was between mental age and auditory discrimi-

" nation {.35) follcywed by mental age*and auditory blending (.28).

The lowest Jpositive correlation was between auditory diserimi-

nation and auditofy blending (. 25). "The foregoing coelficients.
Thé Lﬂefhclent of correlation

Step-~

betwaen thg praduc;t varmblé, méntal’ étge X auditory diserimi- :

itory blenglmg was negaﬂve (s 19) and not statis-
tleally sign r,a.nt ;, .

» indicated mental. age and agdnmfg dns;:rimin}ztioﬂ do i;:antribnte
" signifieantly to duditory blerding ability when not tested in con-
junction with the product. variable mental age X audit ;
erimination. However, when all three hypotheses arg Eested -

Q
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) Conclusions

Tha falle oo conasjusions gre based upon the findings and
sivan . § be considered with reference to the limitations of thia
shudy: :

1. Mental Lge is Lhe best predictor of blending ability with
auditory liser'munation the second best predictor of the vari-
ables in this sludy,

2. The r.or2 mnpture the child is mentally and the Ligher the
child’'s auditory d.sc cinination score is, the better is *he abil-
ity to blend one-svlilable words, :

3. Tuere are faclors other than auditory discrimination and

‘words.

4, First and second grzde rhildren flam middle, uppar+
middle socioeconomic environinernts are average or abave av-
erage in menta ability, in anditory discrimination, and in audi~
tory blending ability.

T

a

AN ANALYSI5 OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AUDI-

- TORY PROCESSING SKILLS AND READING ACHIEVEMENT

AT THE r‘:LNDERGARTEN AND F‘EF;ST GRADE LEVELS
) ﬁ Order No. 7818513
3
NLUMAN Susan Baime, Ed.D. Univers;ty of the Pacific, 1977.
185pp.

e

PURPOSE: This study was designed to measure the effects

of an auditory training program. The primary goal was to ln- -~

vestigate whether auditory skills e¢an be taught A-secondary
goal was to determine if these auditory procsssing skills, as
defined in the training program, facllitated growth in cwarall
reading achibvement.

FROCEDURE: Students from seventeen l;.mdgrgarten and
first grude classrooms in the Branford Public School System
wére choseh to.participate in this study. Schools were ran-
domly assigned to the experimental and control groups. The
experimental group participated in the Auditory Processing
Training Program, an inatructional’system using audio taped
lessons and worksheets, fiva to fifteen minutes in length, three
-times weekly for a period of seven months, Both the experi-
mental and-control grours were exposed to the traditions) basal
progrum of reading instructmn (Ginn 360). In order to equalize
treatmet among the experlmental clasarooms, controls were
implementad regarding the envir
the student aides., Three thst measures were administered to -
agsoss growth in the student’s auditory processing, visual per=
céption, and reading achievement skilla: the Auditory Process-
ing Test, the Motor-Free Visual Pen:eptiun Test, and the Met-
topolitan Achievefent Test. Analyves of ﬁavariam:g were
utilized to examine differences between the two groups. The
Pearson praduztimnment eprrelation coefficient was computed -

to analyze the relationship between auditory and visual percep-

tion for the experimental and control groups. In addition, the

* freatment group was divided into three levels: high, middie;

#nd-lew on initial reading achievement scores to determine

which group was most affected by the instruetional program.

FINDINGS;  ° " SR
1) The iqnpmvemgnt in auditory prm:&ssing scores for the,
treatment group was"significantly higher than the &Gntrol group,
at the first grade level. The results at the kindergarten lovel
are mixed, due to methodological problems which prevest=y
collection cf valid pretest data.

Therefore all inferences about

o mental ags which contribute to tae abmty to blend monogyllabic

Ament, the teacher’s role and |

&

Y
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‘ 4) 'l'ﬁnrg were no slﬁnﬁeant di.ﬂgrem:e; in lmprnwmmt

EERR T reading achievement between the treatment and control group

3

. at-the first grade level. However, at the kindergarten level, _
" ihe control group sclred significantly higher than the treatment
. group on the Sound-Sym.bol Reélationship subtest of tha Metro=
anlhn Rnding Eeﬁ.ﬂjnus Teat

related in both treatment and control groups.

— CONCLUSIONS: Results of this experiment Indicated that

. auditory skills can be taught. Improvements in Additory Sound
Blending, Auditory Sequential Memory and Auditery Visual In-
tegration were significantly higher for the treatment group in
the tirst grade. This was especially true for children at the
low and middle levels of reading achievement. This improve-
ment in suditory skillas however, did not translate into increased

. reading achievement within the experlment;l period. It could

*

be that aignificant eifects will be-ln evidence later on, but fur-

ther feasarch will be necessary to explore this possibility.
Difficulties In tgatlng these aki].ls among kindergarten- chil-

dren severely limit the ability to meéasire treatment effects at

: tﬁh age level. A di.ﬂarent experimental design will be neces-

if further re;aﬁ;ch is to proceed successfully.
' REET.HMEHDATKES' Replications of this study using .

heterogeneous population would augment the-inferential con=

- clusions drawn from this study. In addition, a simplified ver- .
sion of the program for the pre-kindergarten and kindergarten
« levels would allow for a true test of the usefulness of auditory
processing training However, due to the general finding that
auditory processing skills are not transferable to reading
schievement, new avenues of research emphasizing language
lmprmiment, partleulaﬂy at the kindergarten level, are rec-
- ommended. - .

3 e . c

:ras EFFECTS OF TRA[HTNG IN SYNTHESIS-LEVEL. CON-
"CEPTUALIZATION UPON LDW-ACHIEVIkG FIRST AND

- FIFTH GRADERS INVOLVED-IN ‘A LITERATURE-BASED

= —ém&mﬁ‘rumﬁmc PROGRAM

Dfdéf No. 7814957

. OLIVER, Jo:Ellen, Ph. 13 Universlty of Georgia, 1978 190pp.

Elmrrlsm'g- Gecsrge E. Mason anﬂ Robert Palmatier

Th!; study was tmde:taken to determine the EffEEtE of two .

E.A approwches to literature-based tutoring. Forty-one/low-uchievs

ing filth graders taught 43 low-achieving first graders twice

weskly for a period of 15 weeks. All fifth-grade children re-
cilved pmser\uce and mservice traimng s.nd resd at least two

‘mﬂl and letters Experimental fifth- grade, c:hlldren ware
- taught, by use of concrete objects, then Jetters, then words, and

" then stories, to discriminate, to abstract :md to generalize, and

fnally to synthesize concepts from two or more stories and

" thelr own experiencs.
All children were tested fcr intelligence, reading achieve-

ﬁlnt lttltudes mwa:ﬂ reading, ;md 5euicnncept

;gﬁnipnn;as and Em‘ sb}ht;y tn SyntheSlze concepts on a crxteﬁ,cn*
‘relerenced instrument created for this study.

Half of the axperimegtal and half of the control children at
both grade levels were pretested {ab per requirements of the
Solomon Four Experimental Research Design). All of the chil-

* dren were posttested.

© PMA at fifth-grada level and on reading comprekension at fLIth=

S;:ept on salf-coacept and Reasamng subtests of the SRA~

. grade level, both experimental and control children received

- higher mean posttest scores than pretest scores. Analysis of

variance, however, yielded significant differences between ex-

mawlmmantal and nanteal ahildran st tha Fifth_rmada Taual am iha

Q
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At first grade ievei, analysic of va.iince on posttest scores

yielded slgnificant differences between experlmental and eontrol
children on Vocabulary subtest scores. and Total scores-of the.
Callfornia Achievement lgsﬁ; and on the Number Facility sub-
test of the SRA= 1A. When analysis of covariance was per-
formed, using the pretests as covariants, the differences be-
tween experimental and control children were. not significant. .
Moderate correlation gcoefficients were found between the -
scgms on A Tentative Criterion Referanced Test to Mu;asgge

Processes and the total scores of the, SRA-PM

Number Famhty subtest of the SEAaP\[A the Eeasanmg sub! oo

THE RELATIONSHIPS AMONG THE VARIOUS LANGUAGE -

- ABILITIES: ORAL HEADING, WRITTEN LANGUAGE,

ORAL LANGUAGE AND-. YERBAL LANGUAGE IN Gm
ONE THRQUGH EIGHT . - s Order No. 7623414

SCHEIB, Vivienne Vera, Ed.D Brigham Young Uniﬁrslty, _
1978, lﬁlpp Eha.lrfnm I-l Clifford Elark .

The purpose of this study was to determlne the relﬂmnlh{p

and differences in the grade equivalent scores among oral ’rud—-v—

Ing. achievement; written language, oral language, and verbal
language of primary, intermediate, and junior high studenta in

»* grades one through eight in the Sunol Glen Elementary S:hnnl. ‘

8Bunel, California, during the school year 19771978, .

1t was found thaf all possible combinations of oral raﬂd!!‘l;
achievement, written language, oral language, and vérbal lan- .
guage scores for grades one through eight overall, were found
to be significant to the .01 level, thus indicating a high degres
of relationship among the four variables, oral reading sghfm
ment, and written, oral, and verbal language. .

" It wasa concluded from this study that a child who speaks

i

- well, writes well and has a good vocabulary tends to read well.

.

i

. THE EFFECT OF COMPUTER PERSONALIZATION OF -
PRACTICE MATERIALS ON SFELL]HG’]HSTEUQTI@

ivers it{fﬂf—EﬁutheHl Callformiia, 1976,

SCHR.‘LEER, Sue! Ed ).

Purpose. . The j pnrpase of thia study ‘was to imrestlgah the

R

&

effect of personalized spelling practice materials used as a sup- -

plement to a state-adopted speller en the spelllﬁg performance
of third grade public school students, -

The following re@i:eh questions were investigated: (1) To
what g:tent if any, did personalized spelling practice materials’

used as a supplement to a state-adopted speller improve the -

gpelling performance of third-gride students on the Wide Rangs

Aahlwement Tgat, Spamng Level I m on l teat n! thg iﬂrdi Q K

Ecnal: Dp? (2) To what aﬂent it :ny, “did p:rsaniuzid

1] [ SUSISEY Y L | SRy SRS S —— | § N
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"+ talevision program. The dependent variables were general " constructed by the investigator. The inventory consisted of

spelling performance (as measured by the Jastak Wide Raunge -apelling tests for grade levels two through eight. The h.l,ihe:ti
Achievemant Test, Spelling Level I) and specific spslling per- : test level at which from 75 to 88 percent of the words were
. lormance (as measured by a test drawn from the spelling lists corractly spelled was designated as the instructiopal level..
- ° presented in Lippincott's Basic Spelling, Book D), The teach- * . The instruction level in reading was determined for each
ers in all the classrooms Tollowed the procedures and time child by means of the word recognition test of the Standard
_. limlts imposed by the curriculum 3?‘;‘*'@“"’,“3“,!3' the Glendale . --Reading Inventory; and was designated as the level at which ——
Unified School District, Subjecta comprised 86 boys and girls teating was terminated minus one level.
in'the third grade, in two suburban achoola. To control for pos- The rasults of the spelling inventory tests and the ward
sible reactive elfects, one school was randomly selecter .a the recognition tests were tabulated as grade placement seores
experimental group (ggrsonallm spelling practice mat:. -sls) indicating the instruction levels in reading dnd spelling for
ard the other school as tae control group, Data were analyzed eagch individual. The correlation coefficient was eomputed for
thraugh Analyses of Covariance. the instructional grade level scorea in reading and spelling.

. Indings. Analysis of the data resultcd in the following (ind- - A t-test for dependent variables was used to determine the sig-
!nsl: 1) Paragpalized spelling practice materials used a8a ' 1ifjcance of the correlation between the fnstructional level in
supplement to I'state-adopted speller do ageém to signilicantly spelling and the instructional level in reading. .
improve the spelling performance of third grade students on a S o -
standardized test (F = 6.329, p = <.05). {2} Personalized spell-
ing practice materials do not seem to significantly improve the : Results .
spelling performance of third graders on a test of the words The correlation coefficienl for instructional grade level
drawn from the speller. (3) Personalized spelling practice ma- - - " gcores in reading and spelling was found to be-. 5176 A t-teat
“terials do'not seem to differentially improve the svelling per- ' for significance of the correlation yielded a t value of 15,993,
formance of third grade boys and girls on a standardized test. - © ‘The correlation was found to be significant, with p < .0005. In
(4) Personalized spelling practice materials do not seem'to 50 percent of the cases tested, the instructional level in spell-
differentially improve the spelling performance ol third grade - . ing was found'to be one grade level. belmv the instructional
- boys and girls on a test of the words drawn from the speller. " level in reading. i

- Eaﬂ:l@iuns The lollowing conclusions seem to be war- -

I (1} The addition of personalized variables to practice Co : Ecmi:lu;.inns
materials in a subject, such as spelling, did appear to signill- —_—
* “cantly improve gene —l spelling performance as measured by
- a stardardized teat; and (2) the linding that there was no ilg-
-nificant sex differential contradicts current research. Peraon- —
* alization might provide an added interest factor for the boys.
The question should be explored further. .
' Recommendationa. -Bzsed on the findifigs and conclusions
af this study, the following recommendations may be made:
(1) A modified replication of the present study should be made
in which (2) the duration of the treatment is extended to one
‘academic ysar, - (b) a larger sample size is utilized, (c) a dif-
terent spelling series is used, (d) multicultural backgrounds
should be included, and (e) remedial spellers should be exam-
ined as a subgroup. (2) Personalization could be applied to
other learning situations, such as number facts; alphabetizing, 2

literal comprehension, and the presentation of survival infor- . w5es atudied, has o :
mation, as a mes.ns of adding interest and stimulating enthu- in Egding below ;hg grade level in which her is placed cannot be
_ slasm. : . expected to benefit from instruction in spelling using spelling
(Copies available from Micrographics Department, Doheny S materials that are at the grade level in which the student 1s _
Library, USC, ng Angeles, CA 90007.) currently placed. 4. The instructional level in spelling can be
- predictsd with knowledge of the instructional level in reading. -
¥ L Such 2 prediction should be followed by ‘careful mnnltnring of
= the child’s performance at the inatructional level in order that
necesaary adjustments can be made in the level of instruey -
. " tional méterial uged.,
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AN INSTRUCTIONAL ' .
LEVEL 'IN SPELLING AND THE INSTRUETIONAL LEVEL .

IN READING AMONG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN - ) ) : . N
Order No. 7810552 :

1.1t is common practice to gelect mst:uetmnal matei‘lala
for spelling at the grade level corresponding to current grade -
--placement.- The results of this investigation show use of guch
a method to select instructional materials was.accurate in 18
- percent of the cases studied, but would seem to result in either
frustration or lack of challenge for the majority of students,
2. Thirty-gight chilﬂran were found to have instructural levels
in reading at the same level or above their present grade place- ;
ment, while nineteen children were found to have instructional
levels in spelling at their present grade level or above.- The
need to determine instructional levels in spelling 15 indicated
- in order to facilitate growth in spelling ability commensurate
with growth in reading ability. 3. The insiructional level in
. reading equaled or exceeded the instructional level in spelling
in all cases studied. The student who has an instructional level

rado, 1978. 13lpp )
Q h .8

The Pmblem - ' B .

The purpose of this study wa.a to investigate the relatmn-
ship. of the instructional level in reading to an instructional
level in spelling. Specifically, this investigation sought an-

awawa tn thafallauine nnastinng: 1. Nasa a relatinnahin axiht - . T
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A STUDY OF THE EMPHASES OF MILDRED AGNES DAWSON
.IN THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN IN THE AMERICAN
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS ) Order No. 7818810

WOOLLEY, Dorothy Gayle Hightower, Ed.D. Unlversity of the
Pacitic, 1978. 327pp. -

'The Problem; The present study, was designed to examine

and e:qginre Dawson’s emphases on four strands in language
learning for teachers and students of the American English
language arcis in the elementary schools of the United States
‘of America. This study sought to find and isolate those major
emphases made by Dawson in the language arts strands of oral
language, reading, written composition, and grammar,
Procedures; Historical resenrch procedures were uti-

lized in this study. Primary source materials used in.this
study were: (1) personal interviews with Dawson; (2) corre-
spondence from Dawson; and (3) books, articles, pamphlets,
and leaflsts writteni by Dawson. Secondary source materialg
used in this study were: (1) personal-interviews with
Dawson’s co-authors, colleagues, organizational co-workers,
and former students; (2) correspondence from Dawscn’s co=
awhors, colleagues, organizational co-workers, and former
students; and (3) bocks, articles, pamphletg, and bulieting
whjch outlined the historical and philosophical development
of American English language arts from the 1890°s until the

. 1930s.

Find

with
ries, and objective testing, helped tb formulite proper cur-

* rledlar content in language arts school programs. She ad-
hered to a language arts program which supported practical
and functional use of language. In all four gelected language
arts strands she emphasized subject matter and learning mate-

nga: Dawson beuaved that the geientm;' mavement; -

rials which reflected both chﬂdfen‘g interests and actual 1ife -

‘experiences. , "
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emphasis on child development theories, learning th .-
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Copies of the dissertations ﬁéy be obtained by addressing
your request to: o

_* University Microfilms International
300 North Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

or byiéeiephaging (toll-free) 1—800—521—304;




