I ‘ - " B - h L
‘ DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 166 123 95 \ 50 011 516

TITLE |, Changes’in Political Kmowledge and Attitudes,
S 1969-76. Selected Results frqom the Second National"’

L " - Assessments of Citizenship and Social studies.
INSTITUTION Education Commission of the States, Denver, Colo.

National Assessment of Educatiomal Progress. ’
SPONS AGENCY: National Center for Education Statistics (DHEN),

. Washington, D.GC.; Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Education (DHEW), Washington, D.C. !

REPORT NO . NAEP-07-CS~02 .
PUB DATE Mar 78_ : ¢
“CONTRACT ~  OEC-0-74-0506. _ S
) 17p.; Funding information on inside front cover has -

NOTE
: been removed by ERIC; Pigures 1-16 may not reproduce
clearly in hardcopy-due to small print type of

° original document - - ' 3

AVAILABLE FROM National Assessment’'of Educational Progress, o

" _ - Education Cqmmission'of.the States, suite'700,r]860."
' ' Lincoln Street, Denver, Colorado 80295 ($2.45 paper
cover) ) : _ cT
_EDRS_PRICE “MP-$0.83 HC-$U.67 Plus Postage. - :
"DESCRIPTORS - Academic Achievehent; Age Groups; ‘*Citizenship;

Comparative Analysis; Data Analysis; *Educational

. . Assessment; Educational Research; Elementary -

© Secondary Education; *Knowledge Level; National
Surveys; *Political Attitudes; *Social Studies; .

~ Student }ttitudes; Tables (Data); Trend Analysis

ABSTRACT C : .
o _ This report summarizes a study of citizenship and
social studies attitudes and -knowledge conducted by the National
“Agsessment of Educational Progress. The survey'of citizenship was
conducted during the 1968-69 and 1969-70/ school years; ,the -survey of
social studies was administered during the 1971-72 school year.
.During the school year 1975-76, items from both assessments were "
reassessed to determine changes in performance. Test itens.glphasize&-
‘political knowledge and attitudes in five major content .aréas: .
constitutional rights, respect for others, stricture and function of
government, political process, and international affairs. In this
report, the first five chapters descrihe r'esults for ‘éach of the five
content areas., Chapter six gives resuits for different population
.subgroups, and chapter seven presents interpretive remarks about the
-data by -experts in the fields of citizenship and social studies. Many
tables and charts supplement the written text in each chapter. -

(AV) o . . .
~ I
. , 3 .
-***y*#***i***#***#****tytttt*g***;iiéttttt****#**ttytt;#****iitit**g***
L Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made L*
* -~ . from the original document. T ' *

ok oo o o ook ok ok o ol ook ok ok ok o Rk R ok 30 20 e e 200 e afe e e e e ke ok ok ek e o alk ok e ke e ageoke e deske ok o ok 30 0 2 90 2 e ook ok ok

-
o

Q "' . . - ] i L ¢




wia e T
v ‘ ' T I :
- ) . i'_PERMISSlON TO REPRODUCE THIS.
. a“ - / ; MATERJAL 'HAS BEEN GRANTED BY
. . . .
. - 3 b ' 7 -

v ’ O’f E1 e

-

ED166123

) . e TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
- oo : : e INFORMATIGN CENTER (ERIC) AND
' - "0 v . : .- USERSOF THE ERIC SYSTEM."

CHANGES IN POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE -~ -
'AND ATTITUDES, 1969 - 76

‘? . . - ° . ' . B >' . . . - ) l=§ . .
. SELECTED RESULTS FROM THE SECOND NATIONAL L
: ASSESSMENTS OF CITIZENSHIP AND SOCIAL ‘STUDIES . S
. . _ . . A . U.5. DEFARTMENT OF u‘n.n.'m,
. ‘ : < 5, EDUCATION & WELFARE
. - NATIONAL INSTI"UTE OF
‘ / . . EOUCATION N
A o Citizenship/Social Studies Report No. 07-CS-02 . [i5; DISUMENT HAs seen repro:
: N S THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN-

“ATING IT. POINTS:OF. VIEW OR OPINIONS '
STATED DO NOT ,NECESSARILY REPRE- -
SENT OFFICIAL'NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

;». : . ) v ' _ C o . EDUJATION POSITION OR POLICY.
v
- - «
) . S - by the A
: . National Assessment of Educational Progress ~ - S
: Education Commission of the States e .
' Suite 700, 1860 Lincoln Street ‘ : .
) ot - -+ . Denver, Colorado 80295 .
. ¢ . _‘V T . ' . .
. t A S .
. ’
S
N . e . ! 2
- MARCH 1978 -
. R , . , ®
Y ‘ \ }' . T N . _ B
- Prepared under contract No. OEC-0-74-0506 with the National Canter for Education Statistics, U.S. f)epgriment- o
. ,0f Health, _Edqe_gtion, dind Welfare, Education Division, Contractors undertaking such projects &re-encouraged to )
SO -express freely thair 'prc_muionul judgment. This report, therefore, does not necessarily represent positions or :
3 " policies of the Educa'tloq Division, and no'offici~ endorsement should be inferred. . :
) ° . : ¢ '
Q;".,-._' N -
L
') : \ « r . o
H R 1 .\’ N

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



- NATIONAL CENTER FOREDUCATION STATISTICS

. .

- N
-

[

* “The purﬁose of the Center shall be to collect and dlssemmate statustlcs and
other data related to education in the United States-and in other nations. The .
Center shall . . . collect, collate, and, from’timeto time, report full and complete

- statistics\on’ the condmons of education’ in the United States;. conduct and.
publish- reports on ‘specialized analyses of the meaning and significance of such
" statistics; . . . and review and report on edycation activities ii foreign coun-
tries,” — Section 406(b)-of the General Education Provisions Act, as amended

-4(2ousc1221@1y RN .
kS "
- N

3

‘i * '
U S. Department of Heallh Educatjon, and Welfere
= Joseph A. Califano Jr., Secretary

<% N
. . 7 'éiqeetidrrbivisioh-_ LT
. - Mary F. Béiry, Assistant Secretary for Edycation B N
RN National Center for Education Statistjcs R
’ Marie D. Eidridge, Administrator - . T
‘ _ , /
- o ' K

Tlm Nationsl/ Amnment of Educetiane! Proynm is-funded by *
* “the National Center for Edutation su tics. It is under contr,
with the Education Commission of the Statas. It is the policy of | ™

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

. —ie s vmplovnnnrpmrice:.

s R TVRER TRy e —— — -

ThIS feport is made pursuant to contract No. OECO 74-0606. The amount charged to the Depertment of
Health, Education, and Welfare for the work resulting.in this repoft{inclusive.of the amounts so charged for
any prior reports submitted under this contrect) is $ The names of the persons, employed or
retained by the contract()r with managerial or professronal respons-bllity for such work, qr'Gor the ¢content of

. the report are as follows: Roy Forbes (see Acknowjedgments)

/
The cost figure cited above represents the total amount &f money expende(f sunce,late 1973 on assessments
in art, career and occupational development, reedlng, writing, social studue:/crﬂ'zenshlp, science, baslc life
skills, mathematics and co| sumerism, resulting to dete in numerous repbrts, pepers articles, presematlons
and assessment materials, many ‘of which are used in state and locel assessment programs. A complﬂe list of

[ such matenels is evelleble upon request. - . A?L; o

. . the Education Commission of the States to take effirmetive :
- ¢ WWWW



/
- " “
6 . -
.
. !
TABLE OF CONTENTS
. - - ) & K . . . N . )
LISTOF/EXHIB_IT.S e et et e et s et e e e LN v.
© USTOFRGURES .. ... i i TR vil
_/Fohewbno .............................................. ix._
’ [ 4
) ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ........... e
" INTRODUCTION ............................................ ¢
The Citizership and Social Studies Assessments _ .
) Developmg\')bjactwesandltems e e e e
K - Measuring-Changes-in Aelilevement e e e e e e e e
5 Reportingthe Data . .. ................0c.0vrinon..
Summanzmg Changes in Achiovement ..................
Measurmg Polm'cal Knowlodge and Attitudes
' Organization of the Repart . .. ...... e e
Roading the Graphs . ............. ... e e
CHAP’TERI Constltutuona!Rughts T
Highllghts of the Results . ............cc0iiiiimnnunnnn. e, .
- Recognizing Constitutional Rights: Item Results . .. ............... S 8
o " Valuing Constitutional'Rights: Item Rosults ..... e R 12
&@HAPTEM Respect for Others . . . . . . S PP Ve, Cie.. 16
S ‘%‘ Highlights of the Results .. ... .. R S 18
S Ruspect fop Othets: isemResults . .. .. .................. e e e e 16
- GHAPTER 2 Structure and Function of Government . . . . . e, il 23
T Highlights of the Results . ............. B i ere e e e .. 23"
. Structura of Jovernment: ltemResults . .. ......................... - 24
% Function of Govemmont* ItemResufts . ......... et e e .28
t \ N . ’ . .
CHAPTER4 The Politml P’rouss ................ R e .. 31,
G Highlights of theResults . ............... .. e L3
& Willmgnes: to Participate in the Political Proeos Item Results . .............. 32
% Understanding the Electcral Process: Item Results .. .. .. .. ............. - 36
‘ }’ Rocognizmg Govemrnental Officlm Item Results ........... eee e 37
N . _ : : ' . g v
T8 Hmlightsofthoﬂamlts e e ... *38
5 International Affairs T tem Rpsults I A e e e e e 40




GHAPTERB GrouP RESHIS . . . oot ottt ... 45
Hpghlughtsofthe Results ............... T - 45
s‘x ------------- .. *' -------------- PR A- L IR Y 46
. Raee,.......,, ........................... prees e .. 48
RegionoftheCountry . .. ........................ e 50
. Size and Type of Community . ... .... e ae e reeaiie s ... B2
Parental Education ......................... e RIS - 565
CHAPTER 7 Observatians: Citizenship and Sodfal Studaes Results ...... e ... 59
General Comments About the Results . . .. ........... e e e e 59
* 'Possible Factors in the Decline in Achievement . . .. ...... ST ... 60
lmplieetionso‘fme'ﬂesults .............. T P 1
© APPENDIX A oefmmomof-'mpomng (1 S e 63
"+ Group Definitions. . s D S e e E R
, ~ . . . . . .
% . APRENDIX B National Assessment ltem Identification Numbers for ltems *
Shown on Graphs in Chapters 15 and Ages at Whach Each Item - _ ‘
. - Was Administered . .. .............." Y ereeaesi. 65
' Chapter1CdnmmuomIR|mts ..... e e e e e ce e Vet aeacee.. 68
1 . Chapter 2 'Respwtfor(nhers ......... e e e e e e e ce.. 86
' Chapter 3 Structure and Function of Govemmont e e e e e e e ... 66
Chapter 4 The Political Process . .......oiveveeeennn. e e e “ . 67
Chapte‘rs Intergational Affairs . . . . . et e e e 68
APPENDIX € Political Knowledge and Political Attitudes . . ... .............. 69
APPENDIX D Interpreting Changes in “I Don‘t Know” Responses .. . ... .. .. ...... 7
. 4 r(\ . ~ s
i? \ A
/
: ‘o
N ”
~ v ]
- 4
. ) .




a

LIST OF EXHIBITS
3 (4
: EXHIBIT 1. Percentages of Response to Item "Civil Rights St«.ted in
T Constltutlon " Ages 13and 17 ... ... e e T 9
- EXHIBIT 2 Percentages of ﬁesponse to Item "Rughts of the Accused "
) Ages13and17 ..................................... e e -~ 9
. EXHIBIT 8, Percentages of Response to Item “Should a Newspaper Publish
Criticism of the Government?” Ages13and 17 .........." R 12
) EXHIBIT 4. _Percentages of Response to Item "Respect for Others,” o
. Ages133nd17..'...._. ....... e e e e e e 19
-5
‘EXHIBITS. - Percentages of Response o item ‘Report Vandalism, -
Age17 ......... BRI e T , 20
' EXHlBIT 6. Percentages of Response 10 Item ”Stmcture of the U.S.
Co-\qress ** Ages 13 and 17 .......... e e . ce e e e 27
EXHIBIT 7. Pe‘oentages of Response to 1tem “"Approval of U.S,
Supreme Court Appointment," Agee 13 and17 ... ..... e et e e e e e e <29 -
EXHIBIT 8. ‘Percentages of Response to Ltent’ ""Powers of the Presudent " i <
Ages913and17...-.._....ﬁ...l. ........... e e e e 3
EXHlBIT 9, ,Pe'rcenteges-of Response to Itera “Can You Influence
Local Government Decisions?” Ages 13and17 ... ... ............. e, 35
EXHIBIT 10. Percentages of Response v Item “Which Official Is
E‘ectedto-Offi_ce?"-‘Ageswend 17 e e e T e e e 36
EXHIBIT 11, .Pércentages of Response to ltem “Why It IsGood To . o
. Have at‘Least Two Canididates for an Office,” Ages 13 and 17 ..o %
Exmerr 12. Percentages of Response to ltem “African Nations’
leflculty in Achieving Unity,” Age 17 . oL, e e 43
"EXHIBIT 13. Percentages of Response to |tem ”Name of |nternat|onal }
_w_.__mgamuummwoﬂi?_ Am,s_ui,am_Lu_ S R 43

.

'EXHIB!T._M. Average Performence in the First and Second Assessments on

Citizenship and Social Studies Measuring Political Attitudes and

" Political Knowledge, Ages 13and 17 ... .°. ... ........ PP <.. 69

mr



1Y

> Respect for Others Items for the First and Second Assessments Age13 . .......... -

.

L‘\

LIST OF FIGURES - .

b4 ‘
FJGURE 1. Sampte Graph Item Percentages of Response and Average Performance
’ LeVéls on Structure and Function of Government Itewis for the Fi irst and
SéeondAssessments,Agew....,.h ..... .\ ............. e

IGURE 2. .Item Pereentaga‘? of. Response and Average Performance Levels on

FIGURE 3. Item Percantages of Response-and Average Performance Levels on
Ccnstututuonal Rights Items for the First and Second. Assessments Age 17 ... ...

FIGU.RE 4 " Item Rercentages of Response and Avefage Performance Levels on

FIGURE 6, Item Pereentages of Response and Average Performance Levels on
Respect for Others Items for the First and Seoond Aseesments Age 17 e

FIGURES. _Item Percentages of Response and Average Performance Levels on
Structure and Function of Government Items for the First and Sﬂeond

-

.A;sessmentsAaeI:i ..... R T R I IO T ST S PP e e

F URE 7. ftem Pereentagesi of Response and Average Performance Levels on
-Structure and Function f Government Items for the First and Second

Assessments,Age17....* ...... I II IU PP S e e e e el T

FIGURE 8. Item Peroentages of Response and Average Performance Levels on »
Polntucel Process Items for the Fifst and Seoond Assessments,Ane 1. i e >

.

o FIGURE 9, lItem Pereentages of Response and Average Performanee Levels.on

Political Process Items for the First and Seoond Assessments, Age17 ...... RO

FIGURE 10. Item Peroenteges of Response and ‘Average Perférmanee Levels on o
International Affairs Items-for the First and Second Assessments, Age L

FIGURE 11. Item Percentages of Response and Average Performance Levels on

International Affairs Items for the First and Second Assbssments, Age 17 . .. ... . ..

, FIGURE 12 Average Performance on the First and'Second Assessments on Cutnzenshup
and Social Studle's Items Measunng Political I(nowledge and Attitudes for

2

_nstltutlonal Rights Items for the’ First and Seeond Assessments, Age 13 . . . e _

10

N

17

.18 -

%

_Mﬂes_undﬁﬂmalﬁ.-éwi&lﬂjndJl—v—fﬁ—ﬁ—.—ﬁ—fﬁ—r ———— SR



.\ . . . M . S, N ,
. - . B

FIGURE 13, Average Performance on the First and Second Assessments on Citizenship
and Social Studies Items Measuring Political Knowledge and Attntudes for

. ¢ - viii

- Blacks and Whites, Ages 9,13and 37 .. ... .. f...0 ... ... e 28
Ca ~ FIGURE 14 Average PeYformance on the First and Second Assessments on Citizenship .
- and Social Studies Items Maasurmb Political Knowledge and Attitudes for '
Region, Ages 9, 13and17 .. ......... e e e e e e e e e PR 50
- . . . I’y
\ FIGURE 15. Average Performance on the First and Second Assessments on Citizenship
. and Social Studies Items Measuring Political Knowledge and Attitudes for . .
Size and Type -of Community, Ages9 13 and17 ... ... i .. 52
FIGU RE 18. Average Performance on the First and Second Assessments on szenshup )
and Social Studies ftems Measuring Political Knowledge and Amtudes for.
Parontal Education, Ages 9, 13 and 17 ..... [ vor e e e e e e e 56
¢ /. . "
]
-‘ . // ‘ ’,
4 g )
‘ / @ - > |
L / ) \ -
; \ ..
//”. \
. . Q e )
. -" . \\ . .
. o« ./I
. / ; ‘ .
. -
]
1 — -
e » '——t"—*“——r - <
L. 3 ’ ’ (
",’- . -»
t -
s’ .



When.the U.S. Office of Education was chart-
ered in 1867 one charge to its commrssroners was to
determine the natjon’s progress in education., The Na-
.tional Assessment of  Educational Progress (NAEP)
was initiated a century later to address ina systematlc
way that charge

. ' ' FOREWORD

Each:year since 1969, National Assessment has

. gathered information aboot levels of educational-

achlevement dcross the country and reported its find-
ings to the nation, NAEP surveys *the edumtronal

attainments of 9-year-olds, 13-year-olds, 17-year-olds

-and adults (ages 26—35) in 10 learning areas: art,
career and occupational development, citizenship,
literature, mathematics, music, reacing, science, social
studies and writing, Different learning aréas are as-
sessed everv year, and all areas are penodlcally reas-
sessed in ‘order to measure changé in educational
achievemens,. National Assessment has interviewed
and testzd more than €30,000 young Americar since
1969.
;

Learmng area assessments ‘evolve from a con-
sensus brocess Each assessment is the product of
saveral yeafs of ‘Work by a great many educators,
scholars and lay persons from all_over_the nation.
Initially, these people design objectives fdr each sub-
~ject area, proposmg general goals they feel Americans
should be aehnewng in. the course of their education.

After careful reviews, these objectlve§ are given to»

. -

-
.

e)gercise (item) writers, whose task it is to create’

asurement tools appropriate ta the objectives.  ~
me
° 1 4

- When the exercises have passed extensive re-
views by subiect-matter specialists, measurement
experts and lay ‘persons, they are administered ‘to
probabrluty samples, The people who comprise those
samples’ are chosen in such-a way that the results of
their assessment can be geieralized to an entire

. national population. That is, on the basis of the per-

formance of about 2,500 9-year-olds on a given exer-
cise, we can generalize about the probable perform-
ance of aII 9-year-olds in the natnon

’
L)

After assessment data- have been collet:ted
scOred and analyzed, National Asessment pubtishes
reports to dissesminate results as widely as possible,

Not all exercises are reledsed for publication, Because
" "NAEP will administer some of the same exercises

again in the future to determine whether the perform-
ance level of ‘Americans has increased or decreased, it
is esséntial that they not be released in order to
preserve  the mtegnty of the study ' .
N

Thls report, Changes in Political K ‘nowledyo and
Attitudes, 196976, summanzes the National Assess-

ment study of mtrzenshlp and soc|al studies. Another

report available in these areas is Education for Citi-

zenship: A Btcentennial S‘./rvey, Report "No.
07-CSs- 01 . ‘
,
[ 4
- > e‘:} —
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[T
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co INTRODUCTION = -

.

'Significant changes occurred in the political
climate of the nation and the world between the early.
and the mid- 1970s. In 1972, Richard leon. was the
President of the United ‘States, and -the Viet Nam
. War,’ although winding down, was still consuming
much.of the.nation’s emotional and economlc energy.
By 1975, the Watergate scandal captunng the atien-
“tion"of much of ‘the nation, had forced the reslgna-
« tion of President Nixon ahd Gerald Fotd had assumed
‘the presidency. Foreign policy focused upon Henry -
Kissinger’s shuttle diplomacy in'the mid-East. Young
_Jmen were no longer threatened by the draft; the

.ecanomy, the energy ‘crisis and other domest|c .

matters absorlyd the hatlonal mterest

N

Changes in, the educational cllmate also’ took
place The protests of the sixties at the college level

. led to 3 relaxauon of course requirements, whiche -

gradually filtered down to the seco’idary schools. In.
. addition, students gained more freedom in course
= selection, and curricula in many subject areas became
“more oriented toward problem-solving skulls and
acquisition of general concepts.

’

Along wuth these developments d|d any chang

‘es occur in students’ attitudes and awareness about

N polntlcs or in their knowledge about the U .S. govern-
ment and political processes?/

The  National Assessment of Educational
Progress is 'charged with monitoring change in levels
" of achlevement of Ametican young -people. -it has
conducted several'siFveys of young: Americans aged
9, 13 and 17! that included. |tems on polmcal
knowle(.ige and attltudes

s admlmstered to 13-year-olds in the fall of 1975, to,

7

The Citizenship and
Social Studies Assessments
, A survey of 'citizensh_lp was condyeted during -
the 196869 and 1969-70 school years, a survey in

" the area.of social studies was administered -during the

1971-72 scheol Year. in the school year 1976—76;

items from both assessments were reassessed to

determine chAnges in performance The followung,,

tablg dlsplays,gthe exact dates for these assessments. =~ . .
Approximately 60% of the items measuting political '
knowladge and attitudes were from the cntlzenshlp
assessment, and approxumately 40% were from the -
sosial ‘studies assessment. :

Flm ‘ Eirst

Soeond
Citizenship  Social Studies ._ Citizenship and
_ Assessment _Assasment Social Studies
’ -0 Assessment
Age9 Winter, 1970  Winter; 1972 Winter, 1976
Age 13 "Fall, 1969 Fafl, 1971 Fall, 1978
Age 17- Spring, 1969 Sprmg, 1972° Spnng, 1976.

The- first assessment of CItlzenShlp was ad’mun .
istered to 17-year-olds in the spring of 1969, to

*13-year-olds in the fall of 1969 and to O-year-olds in ..
- the winter of 1970. The first assessment of social .
- studies was administered to #3-yearolds in the fallof . - -

1971, to 9.year-olds .in the winter of. 1972 and to-
17-year-olds " in  the 'spring" of 1972, The second
assessmen; of |tems -from -both assessments was

9-year-olds in the winter of 1976 and to 17oyear-olds e
in the spring-of 1976 T 5 A

Thus seven years sepatate, the ﬂrst and secohd .
admmlstratlon of cltlzenshlp ltems for 17- year—olds /'
w’hrle the first' and. seeond_gss_e_ss_rrmg.of"theseﬂte/ ms ',
for 9- and 'l3-year-olds spafi ‘sixyears. Four. years -

separatemthe first and second admumstratlons of sdcual

A

N

—studle&nems—for—all—age-groUps — “;"'V“ZT'““‘ S «.T—i:~—-~'«'~’-

-
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« For purposes of convenience in this refort,
each assessment year |s referred to by the last year of
the school year in which the assessment took place.
Thus, 13-year-old performance is discussed as per-.

. formance-in 1970, 1972 or 1976 even though they

“were assessed in the fall ‘of the school . years

1969-—70 1971 ~72 and 1975~76

. .

Developing Objectives and Items
N . .
~ Thewpolitical xnowledge and attitudes items
- were designed to mkasure achrev,ement of ob|ect|ves
- iA the citizenship and social studies areas. The-
obleetlves represent a- consensus of educators, sub-
ject-matter experts and concerned lay persons about
‘what younc Americans should know and te able to
do in these subject areas. These ob]ectlves Jre not an
attempt to -mandate behavior or value systems;
rather; they present goals-that a diverse group of
péople identified as desirable for young Americans to
" accomplish. National Assessment results describe the
. number of people achieving various aspects of these
goa'ls and changes in those numbers over time but do
not indicate the number that educators or the public
might expect to achieve a particular goal.

-All National Assessment items and scoring
guides are.reviewed by groups that include educators,
‘subjéct-matter experts and lay persons to insure that
items will not be misinterpreted by students, that the
reading Ievel is appropriate for the age group assessed

and’ that sbornng guides are cqrrect. To' guard agaar:.stf -

the possuhuluty' of " racial, ethnic or se bias,
representatives of minority grogps/afe included in
_ .--the review process. )

!
. -ltems-aFe tried out on small groups of students,
- and any unforeseen d|ffrculties with the items are

/ corrected at this stage, - i .

l
-

Measuring Changes in Achievement N

Ly

T.o measure changes in performance testing
conditions must be as nearly the same as- possib'e
each time theé measurement is ‘taken, ltems used py
__measure change are identical-in wording and forw-:

“ify each’ assessment Natlonal Assessment makes eveiy

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.effort to hold conditions~constant by tape-recording .
instructions and items and by using trainet adnjinis- ‘
trators, rather than classroom personnel, to conduct 3
the assessment. |tems are read to students.on tape to

'minimi;e the effect of reading difficulties.

Compatable samples of yo‘u_ng people are

- drawn for each assessment year.in order to make g

comparisons of results across years possible. Minor °
variations that occurred in remrting group defini-
tions over tlme are taken into account during the »
data ana|ysrs ' ) . .
Sconng of all items must remain conststent
across assessment years. Therefore .all the first
assessment c|t|zensh|p open-ended responses were
rescored together with the 1976 responses. Scorlng
guides, which define categories of acceptable and
unacceptable responses, were revised to. include
-examples of responses'in various categdries from
both assessment years. For the social studies items, & ;
subsample of the 1876 responses was obtained by
randomly selecting .responses from each .sampllng
unit across the country, Scorifg guides were revised
‘to include examples of both 1972 and . 1976 re- -
sponses. Each of the selected responses was sccred
by two 1976 scorers and the conslstency -of theur
scores with the score given in_1972-was- eheck.ed
Scoring dpne in 1976 was found to be consistent with

scor;nwe/m 1972, Some scqring guides used in
1972-were revised to account for responses obtamed

~7in- 1976. In these cases, the 1972 responses were
rescored with the 1976 responses. . C e

.
.

©

Reporting the Dath

Differences “in performance between assess- - .
ments on specific items are described as changes only.
if the dlfferenoe is statistically sighificant at the .05
level. This means, statistically, that we are *95%
confident .that these differences are real and not a -
cHance artifact of the study. design or the sample.
Differences that are not statistically significant at the
.05 level are described as being “"not appreciably

d:fferent o . : //)/,

/

2J R. Chromy et al., The Nat/onal /ssessment Approqch to
g_(DenveL.—Colo..__Nattonal_Ass assmem.ni_Educa_._v

tlonal Progress, 1974} )
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In rare, cases, two change percentages will be

- identical, but only one il be statistically significant;

"- of, the smaller of the two! differences may be

~significant while the larger.is ni These situation{dvé

consequéences of differlng amounts of sampling error.
'\

This report also descrlbes fferences in average
performance. Petformance’ s av raged‘;ver ‘a group
of jgems for each assgssmeft yéar, and the diffhence
%en the averages is thell computed. Rpsitive
ifferences. rndlcate that performance in 1976 was

. higher than in the first a§sessment, négative differ-

efices show that performance in the second assess-

ment was lower than in the first. Average dnfferences
T are astensked only if they are s|gn|f|cant at the .05
level. .

e . .
National Assessment releases for publication .
approximately half of the items used in a particular
assessment year. The itefhs that are not released are
kept secure and will be used to. measure changes in
achievemdnt in the hext assessment. In this report,
results for both released |tems and unreleased items
. are discussed; however, the text of unreleased iter
"is not* given and these items are not described in
detall A list of all the items and théir. technical
. reference numbers is glven in Appendix:B to facili- -
tate further study. of the items in future - NAEP
~technical reports

Summarizing Changes in Achievement

3

*a

. -Each chapter in this report includes items taken

from ‘Both the citizenship and’ the social studies’
assessments Because-these assesgments covered djffer-
ent periods of tlme‘ we canng average all of the
|tems together to arr‘ at a mean percentage for a
chapter However, we can average all the social
" studies items and all the citizenship |tems_to arrive at
two averages for the items in a given chapter. Becau
the number of |tems used to calculate each average is
relatnvely small, the average can be unduly influenced
by |arge changes on one: or " two items. When
evaluatlng performance trends, readers should consid-

‘et the number of items’ on which performance went -

_up or down, the size of the changes and the relative
“importance of the content of rtems showing changes
as well as differences in averages.

b

s TR

In tHls repprt, we compare average performance
on identica| sets of ‘items administered at two_
different points in time. Cbmparnsons between the
avérage performance of dlfferent age groups should
net be made becaws-these aversges are based on
different sets” of items® Srm'larIY' valid comparlsons
canngt be made among dlffsrent content areas or for
crtrzenshlp and " social studies ‘items. For,example,
13-year-olds average “performance in the area.of
constiiutignal rights should not be compared with
17-year-olds’ average performance in that. area: 13-
year-olds’-performance on constitutional rights items
should.-not be comipared wuth ‘their performance in

‘the area_of structure and, futiction of government;

13-year-olds’ performance on constitutional rights

" _should not be compared to 17-year-olds’ performance _

on structure -and functnon of government |tems .and
so forth, . ) - .-

.

Measuring Political Knowledge and Attitudes:

The items emeasuring. political knowledgeeand -
attitudes are categorized in five maJor cofitent areas:
(1) constitutional rights, (2) respect for dthers, (3)
ure and functlon of government (4) political
international ‘affairs: ‘Results for all

poI|t|caI knowledge ions oorr#pareq, to political
. attitude questions. are suMppendrx C.

e. e - .
It'should be'r_er!nembered that theM

National Assessment do not cover everything. that

might bé asked about a specific content area. Thus,

care should be _used in general:zmg results from a
part:cular set of |tems to a general staternent abouta

: content area.

’~

Organization of the Report

The first five chapters describe results for each
of the five content areas. The sixth chapter gives
resuits for different population subgroups, and the
useventh presents interpretive remarks about the data
by experts in the fields of citizenship and social
studies. . .

In each of the first five chapters; highlights of ,
the results are presented first, followed by a suntmary
of results for the .content area and a discussion of
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specifrc ltems ¢ d their results. Specrflé'nems ‘are
- grouped by toplc T = . .

~ - -

S - . . .
L) - . »

‘ ‘ Readmg the Graphs

Results-for each item rncluded ina content area

are drsplayeq graphlcally in the summary of Lesults -

for each chapter. A 'sample graph showing results for
13-year-olds on the structure and functlon of govern-
ment appears in Figure 1.

On"the graph, black bars represent the first
assessrhent of an item; slashed and crosshatched bars
depict the 'second assessment. Crosshptchéd bars

~“indicate the item is a citizenship item and measures
change over six 0r seven years {from_ 1959 and: 1970
‘to 1976), while slashed bars show change over a
four-year period (from 1972 to 1976).
grouped by topic, with those concerning thie structure
of government at the top of the graph and those
‘about the function of government at the bottom.

Within these topics, items are ordered by the change -

"in performance between assessment years, with the

o
)
’

ltems are

4 B

¢ [

" largest improvement at, thé top and the greatest )

set of bars/is the change.in performanbe from the first .
“to the sedond assessments. Positive numbers indicate
- an-improyement between the first/and second assess-
ments; negative numbers signal a decline. Astérisks
indicate_the difference s srgnificant at the .05 Ievel '

o

* decline ajZ»e bottom The number to the left of each

The changes in average performance over the
four-, six- and seven-year periods and the number of
items used in computung each average ‘appear at the

- bottom of the-graph.- Agaln, asterrsks show slgmfr-

cance at the .05 level. ‘ S
Perce'ntages given in the text and_in exhibits
have been rounded to whole numbers. Subtragtion of

. these numbers may yield a figure that varies slightly ,-

- from the difference noted on the graphs, since the .
differences op the graphs have been obtained by
subtractrng unrounded percentages. fn the text, the
symbol * marks percentages that, when subtracted, -
will give results slightly drffarent tHan those shown on
‘the graphs. -

S -

—_——

e
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CONSTITUTIDONAL RIGHTS

. | S Hig'hlighti of the Results

P CHAPTERA B ' 0. Thiruon-ynr-olds’ ‘and 17-yur—olds roeogni-

tion and valuing of their eonstltutionnl rioha

. B _ ‘ ammnt.

.

. 0 In 1976 13«vur-o|d(wpnp pdrformlm was
o . ’ -87% ‘on items mmrlno m over six yéars —

mxlmuulv a2 porepnhp-mlnt decline from o

the first sisessment — and 64% on items measur-
ing ‘change ovnr four_ ysars -~"represanting no
) ‘siunnumt di-np from ﬂno ﬁm mm

o . L) On tho IW in’ 1976, 77% ol tho ‘l?:vnv-olds

o o eomctlv mnd qumlom measuring change

N over four ylm lpproxlmawly a2 poreomuo-
polnt decline lqom 1972 o

' s ! . N\t
® . In the 197# qﬁmmnt, approximately: threo-
S : fifths of the 13.year-glds and fous s of tho
N SN '17-yur-olds ﬁllizod that their - rid'm are.
: ' stated i the-U.S(. Constitmion. Thou ﬂoum
_ represent he ehanp from’ the' 1972 asqmmnt
" results for f13-ywolds and a. drop from 1972

o : podormanéa for 17-yur-olds
« 7 ' Changcs/ in 13-yn:.' of eomt!tu-
> * tional' rights appeared ‘so spendent on

e rio"t in question. .For examp s, those. will-

ng to allow someons who did not bnliovo n

God to ‘hold a public ‘office declined from 59%

- to 4916, but thou willing to allow a ‘magazine

v Or. newspaper wpubllsh criticism of an elected
ofﬂﬂal incressed from 498% to 64%. '

3.

o ln 1976; 17-yoar-old porformanu on thm
itams’ concerning freedom of the pmt ranged
f#om 60% supporting the freedom” to publish

doelim slightly from the. fim 10 the second as: _.

mistakes of governmental al officials to 76% able = :

‘to giu a reason why lilmrionhould be allowsd

“to have books urguing against democracy. Per-

- formance on two of thm items doclined 6to9

- - .percentage paints from 1972; rosuln for tho

, o third ium did not change.

16 .
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o constltutlonal r|ghts and a. 5|gn|f|cant

.
-

-

= Natiopal Assessment objectives- distinguish be-
tween' recognition of oonst:tutlonal rights and valuing
those . r|ghts For instanrs, a person might know that
‘freedom of the press. is guaranteed" by the Constitu-

"icies should not be pl’l‘ntﬂd People may not exercise

-~ rights of which they are unaware; rights that peaple
.. do not value may be eroded oryUne?fually apblied.

. The NAEP assessment, asked both whether
students recognized fundamental rights.and whether

-they supported them Flgures 2 and 3 show perform-

., of such r|ghts for 13‘ and 17 year-olds respectlvely,
for both assessment years, ‘Since “there arp very few"
items for 9-year-olds, no reliable .generalizations
~about 9-year~old performanee can be made; results
for this age group are dlspussed W|th results for
_.specific items, ~ R J

o

o2

" For 13-year olds mean percentages of success

dl\d not. change 5|gn'f|cantly onlltems measuring .

"chah “over the snx-year period, but declined by 2

_tion, but might still feel that criticism of national pol- -

T percentage points on items assessmg ehange over four

_years. Note that performance |mproved significantly -

on one item. measurmg recognmon of constitutional

rights and declined s?hnlflcantly on two. Performarice’

. on an iteim_.about the’ rights of ‘the accused increased

by 20 percentage pomts, however this extfaordinary
chafige' should not unduly inflyence one’s perception
of tite overall results. "Thirteen-year-olds showed a sig-
hificant improvement -on two items ab t.valuing
ecllne on
three,- Overall, - en, we see a slight decllne for 13-
year—olds on constltutlonal rights items.

rd

: Performance of 17-year-olds decllned on: four

~ of six items measurlng recognutlon of constitutional

rights. Note that performance did not decline on an
itemn about the nght of the accused with respect to
‘evidence" collection. — the same item on which 13-
year-olds showed such a dramatic increase ~ and an
|tem about limits on the poVﬁr of the presrdency

Seventeen year-old average performance on .

|tems measuring change over four years . (1972 to
1976) declined 2 percentage points, from 79% to
77%. Nearlv all of these items dealt with valuing con-
stitutional rights. Performanoe went up significantly
on.one item measuring valu:ng of constitutional rights

_ and declined signiticantly.on three. Taken together,

e

o

PR

these results indicate a slight decline in 17 year-olds

valuing of constitutional rights. .

- r

-

. Recoﬁmzmg Constltutmnal nghs'
' . ltem Results t

What (lghts are uguaranteed by the Constltutlon?
Why do wehave these rights?

Three-flfths of the 13-year olds and four-flfths

- of the 17- year-olds realized that their civil r:ghts are

ated in the Constitution, Exhlblt 1 drsplays the item
and nat|onal Tesults, :

The drop in performance was statistically signi-

ficant for 17-year-olds but not for 13-year-olds. A

. substantial |mprovement in performance did occur

between ages 13and 172. quy 13-year-olds appear to
be uncertain about the difference-between the Decla-

.. ration of lndependenoe and the Constitution, .

t -

Most 13- and 17-year-olds were aware of the o

purpose of the rlghts included i in the’ Constltutlon, al-_
though their percentageé of success dropped some-
what from the first to the second assessment.

Seventy-six percent of the 13-year—olds and 91%of .

the 17-year-olds correctly answered ‘a- questlon about .

~ this.in the 1976- -assessment, compared with 81% at -
- age 13 ahd 96%*at age 17 " the first-assessment. _/”’

.

- .Three. 13-year~old |tems dealt with knowleddf '
"of specific rights insured bv the Constitution. Nearly .
90% of the 13-year-olds in. the 1976 assessment were; -

" aware that the right to privacy protécts citizens’

homes from search without written permiss:on - a-
. slight increase from the 1970 assessment. Fewer )
13-year-olds in 1976 t_han in 1972 - 70% oompa.redv K

16 77%% — selected freedom of religion’as a right

guaranteed by the Constitutmn In fact, -in 1976,

.'some 14% felt-that the right to a good job was consti--

" “tutionally guaranteed Approximately seven ip ten
13-year-olds in both 1970 and 1976 realized that one
is free to express one’s opinions of the government
and could give a reason for this-freedom. ‘

Three items concerned the rlghts of the dc-

cused One of these |tems appears in Exhnblt 2.
>

The increase for 4‘13-year-olds represents the
largest increase for all items included in this report. -

-~
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) EXHIBIT 1. Percentages of Rospomo to Item “’Civil Rights Steted in
Comtltutlon," Ages 13 and 17

“If a citizen of the United States wants to find a statement of hls civit rlghts in whlch one of the

y—

q

follownng should he Iook? . '
o 13-Year-Olds  °, 17-Year_-0lds . ;ﬁ
. o 1972 1976 1972 7 1976
O IntheBible' . 1% 1%, 4% 1%.
7 , @P (n.the Constitution , 63 59 85 81}
. - ,In the Articles of Confederatlon : 1 1M 6 7
) O ln the Declaratlon of Independenee - 20 26" 7 9*.
- tdon'tknow. . Co. . B 3* 1t 2 . .
+ Indicates roundqd percent less than cne ‘ - o '
_ *Indicates significant difference at the .05 level bétween the first and secand asessments
' tFigures do not total 100% due to rounding s R . )
IChange is 4.8, "LS _ : .
. - P Pd
- )t - .
EXHIBIT 2 Percentagas of Response to. item "nghts of the Accused,”
’ Aoes 13 and 17
Accordnng to the law, are police allowed to keep’ an arl'ested persdn in janl until* they collect the.
o evndenoe agamst hlm however Iong-that takes? : . . . I B
T " SRR N L 1é.2'Year-0lds . “7-Year-0lds .
o - Co : 1970 . 1976 - 1969 1976
O Yes ; 1% 24%' 1% 9%*
| - @ No v ,83 . 73° - 88 88}
71 S 1 don't know, 6 3" 2t - 3*

‘tFigures do.not total 100% due to. rounding
Ib‘hqnge is 1.0

*Indicates significant difference at the'. 75 Ievel betyeen the first and second assessments.

. p 3 .
.- : . s

Explanations for the change can Bnly be suppo's‘itlons,'
one hypothesns mlght be that the r)smg number of -

televnsnon shows abou police and lawyers has contri-
buted to 13-year-old nmprovement in ﬂns area,

o A seoond‘questlon concernad the rnght to' move
~"a trial to a-different location. In 1976, 74% of the
13-vear-olds ang_79% of the 17-vear-olds nswered
+ the questxon correctly. Although 13~year-old per-
formance did hot change apprecnaﬁly, results for
* 17-year-olds dropped 8 percentage ﬁornts between

the 1969 and 1976 assessments, The third questlan ’

.- asked, “In & muv;der trlal must ‘the first 12 bersons

ot »

PR R Fus

o
SR

item, the differencé in 13- and 17-year-old knowledge
was conslderable Forty:seven percent of the 13iyear-
‘olds ‘and. 70% of the 17-yeag-olds in 1976 answered
oorreetlv that the first 12 persons. need niot be accept
ed. Thrrteen~year-old results again remained the same -
for both assessments, while 17-ygar-old performance
_dropped 10 percentage pomts L
Py Tnere were few questions’ for 9-vear-olds about
their recognition of constitutional rights. Most 9-
year-olds realized that their parents do not have to re-.
cewe governmental, permlssron to move from state to

N
pr

‘. .
’ ‘e : - -

mlled for jury duty be acgepted as a jury?” On’ ﬂus ‘

\
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. FIGURE 3. item Psrcentages of Response and Average.Performarice-Levels on
] . Constitutional Rights Items for the First and Second Assessments, Age 17
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why this is so. Nine-yea

Ids were also asked if they '

state. -although only.aps\):t half oou.ld'giue réasons

~ were allowed to express their opinion of the govern-

.ment and then asked to give a reason for their answer.

Slightly over four-fifths in b&;h 1970 and: 1976recog-
d

nized' they were permitted t express their opunlons, C

but only about nalf coul

give reasons for their
. answers, \ :

.. Valunng Constltutlon;kﬂlghts
: - Item Results \ C e

. ‘Do youny -Amerlcans valua their constitutional
. rights? Do they recognize - that these. rights*should

apply in specific situations? Do they feel. that these

rights-should beextended equaliy to all? \C

"

Most of the |tems in thas section asked if certain L

~ situations or rights should exist. |flpeople fee| that

the activity -or right should be permitted, it sbrves as -

an indication that they value the underlying r ght in-
voltved. These items primarily emphasuze the freedoms

guaranteed by the First-Amendment to the Constitu- -

' tion. None of them were- adrnlmstered to 9-year—oids

Freedom of the press was an essentual element '

presﬂ!ld not seem to increase. . .

- About half of the 13-year-olds and about two-

|n' uncoverlng the Watergate ‘scandal. But, at Ieast,
- among 17-vear-qlds ‘valuing of the freedom of the'

.~ thirds of tﬁe 17—year-o|ds belleve ‘that the -press

&

uat

/ ) .
should have- the right to cFitigize |elected officials.
.-~ This item represents the largest gain on the values

items f8r 13-year-olds and the la gest drop for 17- .

«  year-olds (Exhibit 3).

‘Seventeen-year-§ids’ perfor ance also depllned
on a secand item about freedom/af the press. When
asked if Inbrarles “should. have
-democracv, 89% in 1972 and 81% in 1976 marked
mant =~ 81% in 1972 and 75% in 1976 — wrote an
acceptable reason why libraries should be permitted

* to Have such books

mistakes of governmental icials, the 17-year-old

oks arguing ‘against

* A slightly smaller, percefitage in each assess-

On.a thnrd questaon‘ [/ gardung pubhcatlon of .

percentage of-success did ngt change slgmﬁcantly be- - -

tween assessments. Sixty pgrcent both supported this

)

reason forthelr support. -t

N There was no discernable pattern of change for

‘items concerning freedom of speech, Thirteeh:year: -
" olds showed a slrght improvement, and 1 7-vear-olds’ :

performance evidenced no- slg‘nlfncant ‘change when
- asked if citizens younger ‘than the voting age, should
be able to writeletters to elected officials or 10 ex- -
press publicly their political opmrons. In-1976;
approximately three-fourths of -the 13- year-olds and

. freedom of the press and gave at Ieast one satlsfac,torv

- nearl:/n/lm-tenﬂ\s ‘of the 17-year-olds responded that .

. yourf§ <citizens.should have these rights. I\jelther

--13-year-olds, nor 17-yeat-olds dnsplayed a change in’

_ erformance on an ltem about one"s‘"freedom to

—

"-

.

S PR }
' EXHIBIT 3. Pereentages of Response to Item “Should 3 Nmpaaw‘ublush . . -
Crltlcum of the Government?”’ Ages 13 and 17 - o _
Should a neWspaper or magaznne be a||owed to publish somethlng that’ criticizes an elected' _
governmentoff|c|a|? . . e o~
a o * . ®
X . i 13-Year-Olds - 17-Year:Qlds
1972 1976 1972 ° . 1976
K ] ) ' . ) ) . “ R ’ . <« ‘ 9
@ Yes - 49% 54%" - 75% 67%" 1
O No 38 27" 14 15 |
- O Undecided ; 12t 19* 1Df 17*t - .

—

"Ind:cates significant difference at the .05 level between the first and second assessments. C
_ ' 'fF:guras do.not total 100% due to roundmg S . I
- iChange is-8.7 . S _ . : - |

s
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speak on political issues, Sevénty-orie percent of the seven percent of the 13-year-olds were “undecided"”

13-year-olds and 78% of the 17-year-olds supported on, this question.in 1976, as were 16% of the 17-year-.
this freedom and gave an aeceptable reason for their olds. : o
support,- -t R . i < . _ .
' Support for freedom of ass'embly was investi-
Should a person who believes there is no God ~ gated only at the 13-year-old level; the results are not -
be allowed to express his views publicly? This ques- partlcularly encouraging. The percentage giving
tion touches upon both freedom of speech and free- aoceptab!e reasons for either supporting or rejecting
dom of religion, so students may have been resporid- - the r‘ght to assemble in all situations dropped 17 per-
ing to ejther freedom, or botly Sixty percent at age ceritage points’ — from 71% to 54%. The: percentage .
13 and 76% at age 17 supported these frdedoms jn gnvmg acceptable reasons for permitting or not per-
1976; performance did not change significantly for - mitting various kinds of peopje to assemble also de-
either age group over the four-year penod Substan- - clined, -although not. as,greaﬂx..Mcmance .
tial percentages in the 1976 assessment — 18% of the - dropped 5 percentage pomts to 58%. :
13-year-olds and 16% of the 17-year-olds — were un- Y
decided as to whether these freedoms should, be ° ) ‘ - .
allowed, - - ' Both 13- and 17-year-olds seemed to support
S o o the application of fair trial procedures, and this
o ‘Approxim\ately twosthirds of the 17-yearpl'ds “support remained constant from 1972 to 1976. In the
. in both 1972 and 1976 felt that a person who did not -second assessment, 77% of. the 13-year-olds and 85% .
believe in God should be allowed. to hold public ' of the 17-year-olds stated that crimes should not be .
office. However, for 13-year-olds, the’ percentage feel- . punished immediétely'aftér an accusation is madeand |

ing that this situation-should be allowed .droppgd : gave an acceptable justification for their answer.
: sharply, frém 59% in 1972 to 49% in 1976, Twenty- - -

13
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| ~ CHAPTER2
RESPECT FOR OTHERS
o
a
=

!

 first to the ‘sscond sa griess §o° .
have persons of ‘othter races participate in-varitt .
" ous: activities, such u‘llvin,g in tholf mighbor
hood or votlminoloeﬂom4 o

| people,. with 90% -ariswering

i I-Inghlughn of tho Rosulu

" Ovarall Yesults for 13- and 17-year-olds o on items
.in this Ml’ shovmk slight decline.

.
e ‘o\nrmm-vwmﬂod 17w-olciavu :
.ppﬂummdidﬁndﬁom&%u%bn'
. :Mmmmmwh\uvm,mdr

porfomuvdodlnidfrom 78% t0 70%. -

Thim»yuf-nlda limud tho m lmnmu- :

- '\lavn“aro nnd-d' —m”m '

m1mmme 17-yo¢4;|ﬂ|ltupmnd,
in Mrundmuiﬂlngohwoﬂmi cing poor

tably- in the .
ﬂm astessment lnd 93%*“!1.» lnﬂn
E WY
4 ‘
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Respect for others can be manifested in many
ways. It may find expression in supporting the rights
of othérs, in wrllnngness to help others, in upholding -

» the rule of law, in. supportnng ‘open communication or
in bellevmg in equal opportumty forall. '

* . Figures 4 and 6 demonstrate that for both 13-
and 17-year-olds respectnvely, the number of items in

‘this content area showing significant declines. was '

provements. Average performance on these items also
dectined sigmificantly at both age levels, For 13-year-
.olds, performance declined approximately 3 percent:

gr;ater than ‘the numnber displaying significant. im.

o

o

L of other races'andimproved. in their ability to under-

. age points. on eight |tems measuring change between
the 1970 and 1976 assessments. Seventeen -year-olds’
pe ormanoe declined about 2 percentage points over
both the four- and seven-year perlods

‘ ‘ As Figure 4 reveals 13- year -olds |mproved in’

thelr ability to explain’ why laws are needed but de-

clined m support for fréedom of assembly in all legal _
) sltuatlons and in understanding’of the benefits of uni-. -

‘versal education to soclety, Seventeen-year olds

.(Figure 5)_showed greater wnll:ngness in the second-

than in the first assessment to assoclate with people

~'stand some of the, problems of poor people. Items on

which their performance declined ealt with vaned

“ N

topics. .. ,

’ ReSpecJt.for'Othersz
' Jtem Res’ults-

Respect for others mcludes respect'for people
of all races. As part of the assessment; students were

" asked if they Woulg be willing to have a-person of an.’

other race participate |n activities typically encoun-
-tered .in daily life = for example live in" their

.ne:ghborhood vate in elections or attend their

“church, Exhibit 4 shows such an item. Willingness was
sllghtly hrgher for situations allowing a greatek dis-
tance between people - votlng |n natlonal electlons

" and attendmg ‘one’s - church or synagogue Students .
- were least willing to have sofneone of another race

“livein their nenghborhood however, in 1976, close to
80% at both ages 13 and 17 were willing to accept
this situation, The percentage of those willing to have
someone of another race do all five things listed did

_ not change significantly between the first and second

assassments, for 13-year-olds, but this percentage im-
proved by 7 points for 17-yeéar-olds.

16

.- On asimilar; unreleased, item, the, same trends '
were apparent. Students were more likely to be vl(ill- .
ing to have people of other races participate in actn\n-

“ties that were not close social encounters, although

for both ages willingness did not-drop below 75%.on

.any sntdat:on Again, the percentage of 13-year-olds’

wnllmg to agoept someone .of a different race in all
five sltuatnons glven did not change s:gmflcantly, but
the percentage “of 17-year-olds swnllng to do so in- -
creased by8percentagep0|nts SR “
e b L4 .

Seventeen- year -olds also_ demonstrated in-

creased- understandlng of some of" the problems faced

by: peopIe living in poor nenghborhoods Approxl-

" mately 9Q% n 1972 and 93%¥ in 1976 could give a
- reason why people living in ‘inadequate’ houslng do.’

not siniply mrove to bettdr. neighborhoods, Mapy

of d|scr|m|natjon

responses mentioned the probable lack of funds; ‘faced
by people I:vmg in guch conditions. Other acwptable
responses included their probable lack of educatlon
and the DOSSIbIlItV that they mlght face varlous types

-,

Respect for others is also mdlcated by wnlllng
ness to sLLpport for all people the rights guaranteed by-
thé Constitution: Some of the items discussed in, the

- chapter on "Constltutnonal Rights” are also |ncluded

in*.the summaries for this chapter and quI he dis-

'.eussed brleﬂy here : e

Inthe 1976 assessment 1% Cyear-dids’ results on
ﬂve |tems about valulng such rights as freedom: of

speech religion and’ ‘assembly ranged from 54% to— -
’ 76% From the first to the second assessments per-

formance improved on supporting freedom- of expres-

lsnon for teenagers, did not change slgnnfncantly on al- -

Iownng people to express a belief in atheism, and de-
cllneq on-items-about freedom of assembly and free-
dom of religion for elected officials. Seventeen-year-
olds’ performance on- fpur such items varjed fromr

'66% to 88% jn 1976.- Their achievement on these

items generally did” not change appreciably from the
first assessmen; . v

Questions to 9-year-olds about their respect for
others involved their willingness- to act in a personal
situation. When asked if they would help a best friend.
who was huft, even ‘f it meant they would be late to-
school, 95% in 1976 said they would help their fnend
and gave an acceptable method. This percentage
represented. a slight (about 2 points) decline from
1972 The number of 9year-olds who had actually

24



Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

. i , ‘ ‘
' - ) = .
. - . _ L
. ;+ FIGURE 4. Item Percentages of Response and Average Performance Levels on J
.. Respect-for Others Items for the First and Second Assessments, Age 13, R
- ‘: . . ) Co ' 3. .0,
~ ' hd L] 3
1] * ‘.m '
" »
Undarsuand < w0 R
: M or Lo et B L u‘mo’n’mo’m _
I M_gﬁn&mw m A s
s ) .._7;' g .
© © " Toss Hewt Rghi to Expram Views 3 ]
’ . SN ’ * '
T A .
' o N
Acoaps Other Race/B Situstiom (2) 24 .
Mors Than one Company Publhhes - 3 r'ﬁ'ﬁW e L
Newspeper N 'UQ( R R K A A KA R .
\ .
\ Allowsd to Criticize Government =21
{ . . >
4
w o\ .. .
. o . ‘ L B B o RSN . o
\\ f""""“"_"".“"_ . 24 RAAS e s ! i . \ -‘M,OTMHONH o v
?‘""‘““'"9’"“""“““ -
mu-mwm;wnwuu‘ e «

_ Con Hold Offica f not Believe in God  ~10.1° ]
Tiows When Amembly Prohibived 3 <188° ~ RI s
Education for All Haips Nation e O R KL AR *

R ' o'ofofofﬁfo"fofofu {efmm,o.o,aoto‘m‘efw “wme,o A,w.u‘ ,n
o . B
! - 7:_" ’ - $ + : —4 2 + - z — =4 ‘
o S R o o 0% o8 o 1008
Porcentages of Responm
. éhm-mAnn.'-mm' - . ’_FIVSt messsment of tem. ; *
. L G Qwe 7 N Chew |
ORRAT T T m——
D casrensk incheates wglicant ditference dt the 5% k. ) . - ] Second sssmument of i susesed
1Charge between Imwnmmmu Potitive nban indicats sn (mprovement and negative mumbers. a dectine. \\\ in 1972004 197
* ¢ i . ' - .
' S—
- . ) . "
< ° N [ ' * M .
. , t 17 .
- ’ - N oo
R @i
’ ' l .
it antiza sy £y sz b ez K o Y




. . " . N ) .
- ‘ N - R - . - R
. : .

0 . : URE 6. Item Pnreonugu of Response and Average Pcrfonmngo Lovals on . C -

. npoct for Others items for the Fim and Soeond Ams;monts éno 17 E : )
. :A:V . L ) N . ’ 1. > Y . " :
. . k * . “ . . ’, o
v . . \ N
- P am )
~ "\ . T
- O . 5 ‘
Accepr Ciher Reca! B Sniations (1) 78 _ R R : ; i o ‘ W 4\6‘590'0.'0’0.0’0;0;0;0;0'?; . " o
v v ] L . i FORTENN KA co N . . .
Fredom of Press Coe i ) ,
. '.:..‘-‘_.‘ . - B - . : T Lo - ne L . » '. .
e o (I .
Can Hold Ottice i not Btieve in Gox 21 N :
. . - - . 'I(»
T-éi*uhtu,l-h;:th- e vt
* ok Publc Maning o ropot . 20 S e
"
. \
N L ]
f » \ LS
Adopt Projossl Without Discumian -2 *
‘ * i "
- Con Publicly Expreu Bolwf 00 God -,

Yoy te
Report Vanduliem 10 Police B3¢ ~ ;
- Mmﬁ@lqvm A9
-
Librories Have Books Against Democracy  -8.2% ‘ .
- . * ‘ .
Manmnachmpnvmum ~832¢ . *
. 3 N : ’ Tt e e e e L, o . N ‘
- [ N N ‘: v
. Education for AN Helpe Netion ) nul wen.o.oo'oov.»’n.unu'n»eu;uun ) -
4 -
. . A
. . . [y v . . N
} el — -  a—J
. [} 10% 0% % 4% A 3 0% L) 2% -, 100% '
Parcantagie of Resoome ’ . <
i Chamgms in Avacage Pactormbnce . i S . First sovement of i, S
*ﬁ gﬁ%’ N 9\’5" - . : Tl el '
.. mmuum R Mmuw-l N\ - m :;:dmhmtonmw n "
. e
“Astoruk incicetes pgnificant u.n-m.v the 8% level. ’ . \ 1 uf itoew ausesomed \
lCnmp betwepn hnlmmmu"ﬁhmmnmnmnvwvmwlmmlmmm & dectine. \\\\ in 1972 andt R il Y -
1 . ’ “ . 4
o 5. i -\
. Py . @ . . : Y.
. . ‘ o o e
. . . . Lt - . \‘
] 18 R .
3 - . . . 26 * .
' - -
) \ ~ . . . K . v N N [y
\)4 . L. é : v N 0 '

ERIC o h

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



"helped an adult within the last year — other than

their famlly or teacher, and wnhout pay — dropped
from 67.% in 1970 to 48% in 1976

.

- Manv teenagers m 1976 understood the need -

for laws, with B1% of the 13sanolds and B3% of the

17-year-olds giving at least three acceptable reasons

why laws are ‘needed. Thirteen-year-olds’ ability to

-

give such reasons showed a large — 18 percentage
point — improvement from 1970, Seventeen-year-old

" performance, however, showed a decline of 6 per-

cen points’ from 1969. Thirteen-year-olds were
more likely to cite prevention of specific crimes as a
reason for having laws while the older teenagers
tended to rhake more general statements.

EXHIBIT 4. Pereenuges of Response to Item "“Respect for Othors "
Ages 13 and 17
People feel dlfferently toward people of other races. How willing would you be to have a person of
a different race doung these thmgs§
' 13-Year-Olds 17-Year-Olds
1970 1976 1969 1976
‘A, Be your ‘barber or beauty Qperator
- o w.umg to 80% . 82% 79% .86%* |
__—  Prefer not to
. B. . ) Comé to your church or-synagogue. N
* 4 Willingto 86 88 20 92
" O Prefer not to
c. .Live in your nenghborhood
h - Willingto. 77 81 75 79 -
- Prefer not to '
i 'D.  Sit beside you on a train or bus.
. @ Willing to 78 7 ° 86, , 87
J O Prefer not to
E.  Votein natian ﬂe.ectiens. .
. - ' Al
<P Willing to 87 86 95 94
O Prefer not to ‘ -
. Percentage willing to have person of " S——
another race do all-five things listed e ™
above - 56 - 58 61 v ‘68,‘,’ ,
/nd/ca tes srgn/f/cant difference at me 05 level between the first and-second assessments.
> .
. ’ . ‘
’ 19 -
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Seventeen-year-old support for laws was also
measured by asking them what they would do in the
hypothetical situation described in Exhibit 5.

. -

The proportion of 17-year-olds who said they
would report vandalism to the police dropped 7 per-
centage points between 1972 and 1976; the percent- -
age giving an acceptable reason for their answer went
down by 5 percentage pomts About haif of the
"acceptable” responses included preventing further
crime, doing one’s duty as a gmzen and, if one re-
sponded “no’’ to the first question, notifying some-
one other than the police. - .

Nine-year-olds answered two questions about
rules — one about rules for. themselves and another
about rules for grownups. Over 90% of the 9.year-
olds cauld explain why they needed rules. While 88%
felt that grownups also needed rules, only two-thirds
could «explain why. These percentages did not change
significantly between 1970 and 1976.

Several items concernzd the need for open com- °
‘r"rluni_catfon by public officials and the media.
Students at all three ages were asked why it might be
good to have newspapei:s in a particular area pub-
lished by more than one company. Ability to give '

- 3

reasons increased withqgm/in 1976, slightly under-
one-third of the 9-year-olds, about two-thirds of the

~ 13-year-olds and 85% of the 17-year-olds gave an ac-

ceptable reason. While performance from the first to
the second assessment remained constant for 13

year-olds, it dropped 8 to 9 percentage points for 95

and 17-year-9lds.‘ Most respondents either indicated
that different papers might present different points of
view on the same story or- said that more papers®
might cover-a wider range of news items. A% one

13-year-old put it, “‘because the news will be differ- -

ent, and told different.”

Seventeen-year-olds considered various wa\ys
school board members could deal with an unpopular’
plan. Nearly 90% agreed that the plan should be dis-

* cussed at a public meeting; slightly over 80% agreed

that shelving the plan because it was unpopular or
adopting it without public discussion were not good
courses of action, No significant changes in results on
these questions occurred between the first and second
assessments. g

Several items about constitutional rights also re- -
late to the concept 6f open communication. As
observed in Chapter 17 17-year-olds were somewhat -
less likely in 1976 than in 1969 to-believe that li-

. EXHIBIT 5. Percentages of Response ‘to Itemy ”Report Vandalism,”
. , Age 17
N 1971 1976 ‘
' - ° A. Suppose you see a stranger slashing
" the tires of a car. Would you report ° ’
and describe tiat person to the
~ police? .
| O “Yes . 74% 67%"* ~
- < No . . 14 10*
® O Undecided 12 22t
° 1
' B. Please give a reason for your answer.
I3
[ -9
' * Percentage giving acceptable reesons. .70 65" .
- S r_—— -
—'-'-”'"/ *Indicates s:gmf/cant difference at the .05 Ievel between the . f/rst and,« :
. L Second assessments. ,
e tFigures'do not total 100% due to roundmg. L
- B LN v !
/ ' -
‘ 20 ;
- N } H o
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¢ ‘ . . 28
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braries should have books that speak against democra-

- ¢y, 81% believing.so in 1969 compared to 76% in

1976. Approximately the same percentages in the
first and second assessments ~ 71% of the 13-year-
olds and 78% of the }7-year-olds — felt that people

. should be allowed to criticize the government publig:,

ly, and about three-fifths of the 17-year-olds in both
assessment years felt that the media should be able to
publicize the mistakes of governmental officials,

Students appeared aware of the, benefits of edu-

'cgtion for individuals but had difficulty in artfg:ulat~ -

Y

t

2

21

LIng the benefits to the society when all citizens are

educated, In 1978, 70% of the 9-year-olds and 82% of
the 13-year-olds gave two or more reasons why educa-
tion is good for'children ~ approximately the same
percentages as in 1870, However, when asked to [ist
two ways the country would be helped if everyone
received a good education, the percentage of 13-year-
olds answering 'successfully dropped 22# points, from
72% -to 51%, and 17-year-old performance declined
10 percentage points, from 81% to 71%,

- 1

\
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~ _ ) oo "CHAPTER.:; 4-‘t"'Thaporﬁnugesof'nud;t‘aabletoaxplginm

- basic concept of democracy went down from
STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION . the first to the second assessment. Thirteen-

yesr-olds’ performance dropped-11 percéntage .
points ~ fromi 53% to 42% — while that of -
~17-year-olds.declined 13% points - from 86% 5,

OF GOVERNMENT

A ' " to 74% Less than 3% .of the S-yaar-olds
sueeusfully oxplainod domoem:y in either

year.. .
L Knowledge about the Ilmmtlom of the power
> of the presidency id not increase. About 60%
of the 13-year-olds and slightly over 70% of the *
17-year-olds in both assessment years could
: . either explain why the President does not have
= - ) unlimited power or cite situations in which un-
. lmutod powers do exist. h
L Itom; about the U.S. Depcrtment of State
showed a definite improvement between assess-
ment years for 13—yoa’r-old's..30v3nuen-yui'-ol_g '

~ o '. S performance improved considerably on one
' T _; - " - suchitem and showed no change on another. .-
Highlights of the Resu'ts ' . o Know“dgﬂ about the U.S. cmré” — specifi- _
. ; . —_— cally, qbclnty to identify the U.S. ' Senate and to y

of its functlons — underwent a
sizeable decline. In ,
of the 13-year-olds and,88% of
identified the Senate as one of the
the Congress, a.decline of 6 to 7 pe

. . _ . points from their performance in the first as-.
: . . ~ sessment. Less than 30% of the 13-yesr-olds. in-

. @  Thirtesn-yesr-olds’ performance averaged 58% .
in 1978 oh six-ysar change i — 2 decline of either mnmnt year ndentlfiod the Senate as

~ ; ® . Knowledge about the structure and function of
government declined froi the early to the
mid-seventies for both 13- and" 17-year-olds
The decline was greater for 17-year-olds than
for 13-yur-olds ‘

spproximately 5 percentsge points from the. ” the body. that approves treaties and ratifies ap-
, 1970 sssessment. ) pointments. While. nearly half the 17-year-olds LT
: . o . in 1976 knaw that the Sendte ratified sppoint- \
.. ® s""‘"‘"‘v""d" average """’"“;"“ de. ~ ments, only 35% roahzed that it also approves '
o f""": w""‘""’". '::i';';s;'m ::76‘:::,; " treaties. Results on these items for 17-year ds
, . ,:zn/i;m”‘m ~ from 62% to 67% — on declined 10 to 16 pereentage puinu from
i

—_ s -sagesved in 1972 and 1978. _ first amﬂment ; i ¢

- P : ] T 23




The National Assessment ‘objectives in citizen-
ship and social studies imply that citizens of a democ-
racy need to know how their government is organized
and how it functions in order fo elect representatives
intelligently and to monitor the government’s activi-
ties. For the purpose of the assessment, knowledge
about government was dwnded into two parts: knowl-
edge about the way the government is set up and
knowledge about how its various parts function. In

-"the United States, parallel structures exnst on each of
three levels — the federal, state and Ioca1 :levels. At
- each level, functions are altocated among th\legnsla-
twe executive and 1ud|c|al branches.. - 4

. Assessment questions about the structure of
governm‘ent concentrated upon the federal level, since °
variations from the féderal structure at the state and
local levels were felt, for the most part, to be outside

the soope of a nationwide assessment.

- The majority of the items assessing understand-

ing of the structure of government are-from the cit-

|zensh|p assessment; thus, they cover a six-year period ’
for 13~y'ear-olds and a seven-year period for 17-year-
~olds. Most of the items concerned with the function
of government are from the soclal studles assessment
and measure changes in performance over a four~year
period.

The graphs in Figures 6 and 7 show the national -
percentage of success-for each item for each year in
which it was administered. Thesé graphs display.only
resylts for 13- and 17-year-olds, respectively; since
there were very few items for 9-year-olds, résults for
that age group will be presented with results for specis.

‘fic items. .

-+

. Figures 6 and 7 reveal that percentages declined
on the majority of the items about the structure and
function of government at_both ages. Thirteen-year:
olds’ performance improved on three items, two of
which concerned the State Dapartment *Dufing 1972,
the secretary of state was WiII'i P. Rogers, while in.
- 1876 it_was Henry Kissinger. — a considerably rore.
“Visible figure. This may have contributed to the im-
provement in performance C \

1

- Mean performenee for 13:year-olds dropped

~

approximately & percentage points on items rheasur- ~ '

ing change from the 1970 to the 1976 assessmént,
but remiined the same on. items assessed in the 1972
and 1976 school ytm Since more iterns showed sig-

' ®

n

' lyiing structure of American government, 9-, 13- and |
17.year-olds were asked, “What is a democracy?.’ The

-~

nificant declines than significarit improvements, we
can say that the achievement-of 13-year-olds with re-
gard to the structure and function of government
probablv declnned . .

Seve nteen-year-olds' 'mean performance went
down 10 percentage points — from 64% to 54% — on
items spanning seven years, and 5 percentage points — :

from 62% to 57% — on foui-yeai change items. Their

achlevement went up on only one’ 1tem — one of the
items about the State: Departmeni "All iridicators
point to a fairly substantial decline in'17-year-old un-
derstanding of" the structure and functlon of govern-
ment, The decline in their knowledge about the struc~
ture of government appeared greater-than the drop in
knowledge about its functioning. -

‘Structure of Government: =
ltem Results
- Far a more de_tailed picture of student abiILties
and of changes in their performance, we will discuss
many of the items dlsplayed on the graphs in Figures
6 and 7. Items about the structure of gove'nment
asked about the makeup of the three branches of our

' governmental system and aboyt the tax structure

L% RN
As a measure of knowledge about the under-

majority of acceptable responses at all ages either
stated that the people control the government or that
voting is used to -run the government —~ for e)'(ample,
A’ democracy is a goverhment where the people vote

- for their leaders.” Other acceptable responses includ-
“ed refergnces to freedom or equality for all or to the

- Constitution or the Declaration of ' Independence. -

acoeptable

Students were not Lequired to give complex explana-
tions of ‘the concept of democracy. Answers such as

“run by the peopie,” “where the ma]orlty rules’ and
“it'e fragrlg;n of what vou cay and do”

weore ennrad ae

Se . W W, wee e

Nine-year-olds’ capacity to define democregy

" seemed very low in both assessment years: fewer than

3% of them successfully explained the concept in

_either 1970 or 1976, Thirteen-year-olds’ performance

dropped 11 percentage points ~ from 53% to 42% —
while that of 17-year-olds detlined 13% percentage’

“points — from 86% to 74%. From these results, we

can ses that familiarity with the concept of democra-
v 4 . _ |

-
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cy increasad considerably from age 13 to age 17, but
that between the first and second assessmerts ability
to explain the concept had declined about equally at
both ages.

A seriesfof questions probed for knowledge
about the legislative branch of the government. ‘An
item about the Congress appears in Exhibit 6.
"Thirteen- and 17-year-olds showed.a very similar de-
cline in pyrformanoe on this item — a drop of 7 per-
c.entag_e points for 13-year-olds and 6 percentage
"~ points for 17-'y'ear~olds There was, however, a con-
" siderable nmprovement from.ages. 13 to 17 — while
- about Mo-thlrds of the 13-year-olds in 1976 correct-

ly identified the Senate as part of: the Congress,

almost nine-tenths of the 17-year-olds did so.
o> o .

Seventeen-year-olds were vague on the princi-
ples governing allocation of senators and representa-

tives at the federal and the state level. When asked to .

. identify a situation in which a state might have more
sénators than representatives, 54% in 1969, but only

.35% in 1976, correctly responded that this situation _

would occur, when a state has a small population.
When questloned about the groups that would have

fewer ‘legislators when- state legislatures are appor-

tioned by the “one-man/one-vote’’ rule, approximate-
1y ope-third of the 17-year-olds in 1969 and one-

R ) ¢

- . .
quarter seven years later correctly replied that farm-
ers would lose legisiators.

Seventeen-year-olds were also asked to identify

the branch of government to which \{arious public
offices belonged. Fewer 17-year-olds in the second-as-
sessment recognized that Congress was part of the

" legislative branch — 74% answered correctly in 1‘976

compared to 84% in 1969. ldentification of the

branch to which a stafe assembly beloriged proved.

more difficult. Fifty-foui percent in 1976 correctly
identified it as belonging to the legislative branch — a

decline of ~ 15 - percentage- pdints from 1969. A
substantial 22% in 1976 replled | don't know" to

. this question. "

Performanoealso declined on identification, of .

‘offices belonging to the executive branch. In 1976,
71% of the 17-year-olds identified the President, 556%
a governor and- 38% tbe U.S. Cabinet as parts of the
executive branch, These figures represent 7to 13 per-
oentage’pomt drops from performanoe in 1969.

I

Other. questions about the execut.we branch

concerned Cabinet-level departments. On a_question

about the secretary of state's‘member'ship..in the-Pras-
ident’s Cabinet, 13-year-olds’ performance improved

by 13 percentage "points while that of. 17-year-olds

o -

gt
Y N
.

]

The Congress of the United OStates is m
Representatwes What is the otﬁér»part?

R -,“\.

Q The Assembly \
O The Elactora! CO"Q’Q“
@ The Senate |

. The State Department
" The Supreme Court”™
DO don't know. '

+ indicates rounded percent Ie$ ‘than one,

tFigures do not total 100% due to raun‘dmg
IChange Is-7.4.

XHQBIT 6. Pereentages of Respome to ltem “Structure of the U.S. Congress,”
! . Ages 13 and 17

up of two parts. One part is the House of

1970

¥ *Indicates szgmflcant differencegt the .05 level between dre first and second asnessments.
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1976° 1969 ~ 1976
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did not change significantly, However ona question
_that concerned U.S. Department of Defense expend|~
~ tures, 13-year-olds’ performance dropped 13 per-
~centage. points, and 17-year-olds’ performance
dropped.by 28 peroentage points.

“In 1969, 74% of the 17-year-olds oorrectly sand
Jhat the U.S. Supreme Court was part of the judicial
‘branch; 85% recognized that a county court was part
of the judiciary. In 1976, these figures had drepped

to 85% correctly placing the Supreme Court and 80% ‘.

the oounty court.

Seventeen-year~olds were. also aiked_gwha,t,.pr.o- .

_ portion of the Supreme Court must agree in erder to
declare a law _unconstitutional. Very few selected the
correct answér to this question correctly either time
it was assessed — 9% replied that a simple majority
was needed during the 1969 assessment and 7% gave

this answer in 1976. The largest percentage of
students during Both years felt that a.two-thirds vote -
by the Suprenre Court members was necessary.

' In‘addmon to items on thé branthes of govern-
. ment, several- questions oonoerned the tax structure.

Students at all: three ages were asked where the

+ money to bu ild schools and highway$ ¢came from. The
number that could answer this question correctly de-
‘clined at all three ages. Forty-seven percent .of the
B-year-olds, 90% of the 13-year-olds and 97% of the

- _17-year-olds gave acceptable responses in the first as-
sesrnent, while 42%, 83% and 93% of these groups, .
respectively, gave acceptable answers in 1976.

. o , .

-Students were more likely to recognize that in-
come tax supplies the most money to run the f eral
.govefnment when "‘sales tax”’ appeared last in a st of
suggested money sources, On this item, approximate-
Iy 75% of the teenagers in 1976 correctly saw income

tax as the greatest source, and only 10% selected sales .

tax, However, on a variation of the ‘question, in which,
“sales tax” appeared first on the lict of alterna

answers, percentages ansyering “income tax’’ in 1976

onna

were 51% at age 13 and 56% at age 17, and approxj- .
mately 25% at each age chose “sales tax" as the cor- '_
rect-enswer In most cases, performance on these

|tems did not change between the flrst and second as-
sesmenn . -

N
s

Function of Government:
item Resuits

5

What does the State Départment do? Who de-

government examined the differing fl.grctuons of fed-
eral, state and local’ governments, the bowers and du-
ties of governmental hodies and the. responslbﬂctles of
some local governmenml»agencues -

. Students were asked to indicate the level of.
government — federal, state or local — responsible for
four dnfferent governmental functnons. Perceritages of

" ‘sugcess for each of the four questioris are shown on-

the graphs in Figures 6 and 7. The peroenteges of
students correctly answering all four questions went
down both’ for 13.year-olds and 17-year-olds, drop-
ping 4 points at age 13 and 10 points at age 17.

Performance also decirned ofi two jtems about,

" Clares laws unoonstitutional? What are tne powers of
" the President? Questiops about the function of -

functions of the Senate. Exhibit 7 displays one of

these items and its national results.

B

~ In 1976, .approximately 6% fewer 13-year-olds
and 10% fewer 17-year-olds recognized that the Sen-
. dte must approve appointments to the Supreme.”

Court

Thirteen- end 17-year—olds were ‘also askea
which body had.the power to approve treaties. In
1972, 26% at age 13 arg 51% at age 17- oorrectlv stat.
ed that the Senate has this power; but by 1976, only.

" 20% at 13 and 35% at 17 responded correctlv

We might expect 'that, _after the revelations of -

Watergate, students would be much more knowledge-

-able about limits to the power of the presidenéy. :
However, it is still the case that fewer students can ~

give reasons why there are limits than know that such
limits exist. Exhibit 8 shows another exercise, dealing
with the power of, ihe presidency. This exercise was

administered to O-year-olds 'as well as 13- and
- 17-year-olds, ~ -

~Acceptable reasons for a “no” answer could re-
fer to the control of ‘the voters, the system of consti-
tutronal checks and balanoes the necessity to obey

w

X



@ The Senate

< The Department of State,
O The Department of Justice
O The governors of the states
O |don't Know.

tFigures do not total 100% due to rounding,

i

EXHIBIT 7. Pereenuges of Response to item “Approval of U.S. Supreme Court
. Appomtment o Agee 13 and 17

Whlch one of the follownng must approve an apponntment to the United States Supreme Court?

1 3-Year-0lds 17-Year-Olds
1972 1976 . 1972 1976
30% . 24%* 58% 48%"
5 5 3 2
37 50" 21 3"
i) .9 2. - 3
19 16 15t

*Indicates significant difference at the .05 level between the'-first and'second assessments.

- -

12*

-

4 I

" laws or the eonsequeneerthat might follow a lifting
of restraints. The only acceptable reason for a "yes’’
answer. was a national emergency or national disaster.

Although 17-year-olds in 1976 were more likely
to recogniZe that the President cannot do anything he
" wants, their ability to-give reasons why his powers are

limited did net increase significantly. Thirteen-year-

olds" perception of the Presldents rights and their
ablllty to give reasons for such rights did not change
greatly over six years. At age 9, both recognition of '
limitations on the Presldents power and acceptable
‘reasons for these restraints occurred less often in
1976. .
) .

“Why is ‘the President, not a military officer,
the head of our Armed Forces?’’ The majority of the
17-yearolds did not_answer this question acceptably,
and the percentage of. those who did decreased from
1969 to 1976. Forty percent gave an acceptable
answer the first time, compared to 31%* in 1976,
Acoeptable response - categories were: 10 prevent the
.. possibility of a_military takeover, to represent the
' opinion of the voters, to provide supervision of all-
branches of the armed forcés, to consider many as-
pects of a situation and to save time- and allow for
ooordrnatron of effort. s -

Another questlon about ~the executive. branch

- asked, “Which.one of the following governmental de-

partments IS MOST ooncerned with foreign affarrs?"

. ”.

29

v

Alternatives given were the U.S. Departments of
State, Commerce, Agriculture ‘or Treasury. In 1972,
27% of the 13-year-olds and 38% of the 17-year-olds
correctly selected the State Department. By 1976,
37% of the 13-year-olds and 53% of the 17-year-old§
gave the correct answer — an increase in-performance
. of 11% percentage points for the 13—year-olds and 14%
-points for the older students

Aquest:on about the judlcnal branch’ focused
on the federal level. Thirteen- and 17-year-olds were
asked to identify’ the body having the power to de-
_clare an act of Congress unconstitutional. -Thirteen-
year-old performance improved from 1972 to 1976,
with 40% answering correctly in 1976 compared to -
35% in the first assessment. Approximately one-
fourth of the 13—year-olds in both years felt that the

President could declare congresslonal acts unconstitu-’
tional. .For 17-year-olds, performance declined, with

73% ‘answering correctly in the first assessment and
62% doing’so in the.second.

.Approximately three~quarte'rs of the 9-year-oids -
in both 1972 and 1976 were able to identify the
judge, rather than the lawyer, the jury or the person
on trial, a5 the person responsible for msurlng that a
trral is falt and follows the rules
‘ Knowledge about the functions of local govern-
mental pgencies varied considerably. For example,
nearly all 13-year-olds could name the proper agency
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. : - EXHIBIT 8. Percentages_ of Response to item ‘’Powers of the Presldent e
' . Ages 9, 13 and 17 _ .
!
A. Does the Prasident have the right to do anythmg affectlng the Umted
States that he wants to do?

9.Year-Olds 13-Year-Olds 17-Year-Olds

1970 1970 . 1976 1970 1976 1969 ' 1976
O Yes . 46%  51%°  23%  23%  20%  10%° "
. 4@ No’ 49 42" 72° 14 79 87
- < 1 don't know. 41 7* 5t 3* 1 3
~B. (!f Yesto A) Why? _ .
B ENE

C. (i Noto A) Why Not?

wr

Percentaée Giving Either Yes or No to’Part A and
. an Acceptable Reason in Parts B or C
4 l . - .

'OYear-Olds - 13-Year-Olds ' 17-Year-Olds

1970 1976 1970 © 1976 : 1969 - 1976
4 .' i?
33 21* _ 60 - 59% -7 74 -
* Indicates s/gn/f/cant d/fference at the. 05 level between the f/rst and’ second as- !
sessments. o S
. 1Figures do not total 100% due to roundmy. . ‘”_
iChange is-0.4. : - -
- . Ea » o . M
to cbntact if someone was robbed, hurt or sick; and ;;13_-year-o|ds‘from the first to the second assessment.
percentages of success did not change significantly Seventeen-year-olds were less likely in 1976 than in_
. over a six-year span, However, the percentages of suc- - 1968 to name the agency to be contacted ‘if a traffic o
cess in identifying agencies to help one- find a baby- . light was not working or if the public health was en-
sitter or to obtain assistance for a traveler in astrange - dangered o
town uroppad by 13 t0 14 pcwenuage pomts for ) o
' R e
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“Highlights of the Results

i 3
" CHAPTER 4 ®  Thirteen- and 17-year-olds’ performance on
. - . items concerning the political process declined
) THE POLITICAL PROCESS . between the first and second assessments. -~
. ®  From the 1970 to the 1978 assewment, 13-
" : I 3 yoar-olds’s average: resuits diopped 4 percentage
REREEI - ‘ .~ points, from 63% to 58%. The number of items

., messuring changes between 1972 and 1976 was .
. relatively small; however, average porformunu_
did show a decline.

©®  Seventeen-year-olds’ aversgé results dn items as-
. - semed in 1969 and T976 diclined 6 percentege
) poms, from 856% to 58%. Only s smail number
of ‘items measured change between 1972 and
.+ 1976; howaver, aversge purformanu on these
- : o, : . items did decline. '“j

o

~ © . "®  Fewer 17-year-olds-in 1976 than 1969 reported -
~ - .that they had partlelpated ln the pol!tucal
process. R "

\ ®  Nearly dll of the 13- and 17-vear-olds in both
- ‘assgssment years equld name the Presldent of
. the Uniud’States. ‘ e

s . o ® Knowladgo about eongrcssuonal uprosentauves
ST declined from the first to “the second assess-
o, - ment. Awaréness that & sanator~u~clected A
A : _ RS _ L dropped 10 percentage pomts for 13-qyearqldg S
T ST e o . — from 74% to 64% — and 9 percentage points: -
: . - ‘ . for 17- year-olds =efrom ‘90% to B1%.
. ) R — Seventaen-yur-olds abuluy to idcntify one of .
' - their eongremonal representatives dropped 9 -
' percentage points; from 57% to 48%. About -
one-fifth of .the 13year-olds in both years
L _ A : L A could name_ at least one senator or congms-
‘ : ", parson from ﬁmr 'v.'n‘e 5'..-.'.9.

e B _ : ' ‘e Slightly ovér half the 1 -yoar-olds in 1976 felt
) ‘ o © - they could havé an influence on théir local or
national government.. - The . pereentage feeling .

o B e they could influencé theit local government de-
- e : , clined from 1969, to 1976 while the poreentaga
_ 3 . L - feeling they could mfluenee the -national ‘
y ' : L ) _govommont mcremd L

~ -
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The American political prdtess involves select-
ing governmental officials and influencing ggvern-

. mental ‘activities, Many educators feel that good citi-

zenship involves not only a willingness to partlclpate

but also an understanding of effective ways to partici--

pate in the political process )

"Three major aspects of the political process
were examined. These were: attitudes toward partici-
pation irl the politioal process, understanding of the
electoral pgocess and recognntlon of governmental ‘of-
ficials. . o '

- . . Figures 8 and 9'display results for items relating
to the political process. Again, results for 9-year-ofds
are discussed with results for specific items. Means
show an overall drop in results for both 13- and
17- year-olds This decline is not confined to any one

" aspect of the political process; rather, it is generally

v

distributed over different types of items.

There are too few |tems to support a statement

about "13-year-olds’ wnlllngness to participate in the
political process. Percentages of 17- -year-qlds report-’

"ing that they actually participated in .the political

. process declined, Whlle other |nd|cators of 17-year- -
old interests in pohtlcal partnclpatlon showed mixed
. results. :

" As seen in Fil
declined on 4 of the 10 items ‘concerning the electoral
- process. Since no items showed a significant increase,
_it appears that a. decrease in knowledge occurred.
Thirteen-year-olds ‘showed little .or no change jn
knowledge on many items about voting behavior and
about reasons for various features of the electoral
system, The largest decline occurred- on two questions
concerning the election of senators.

Seventeen- -year-olds’ results (Figure 9) went :
down on five of eight items on the electoral process, -

indicating an overall decline “in performance The

& areatest decline for ‘!7.yn-w Q!ds OCCUFTEU of tWo

-items concerning facts ‘about the electoral process —

~ one on the method of selecting senators and another

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.on the nomination of presldential candidates.

FARN : .

v

Recognition of governmental” offlclals did not
lmprove for 13-year-olds and showed somewhat of a

décline for 17-year-olds. While nearly all tenagers -
‘could name the Presldent of the United States, abbut

re 8, 13- -year-old perfarmance’

one- flfth of the 13-year-olds in either assessment year
successfully identified at least one of their congres-
sional representatives; and slightly less than half the
17-year-olds in 1976 named either their congressper-
son or one of their senators. Seventeen- year-olds
results on this. task dropped 9 percentage points from
19697 Around three-fifths of the 13-year-olds in both
assessment” years could name the governor of their
state. Approximately 70% of the 17-year-olds identi:
fied their state's governor in 1976 a decline of 13
percentage po|nts from 1969 ' o

i

I3

Wllmgness to Participate in the Polltlcal
Process: ltem Results

Several methods were . used Jo assess willingness
to participate in the political process. Students were
asked about thelr actual participation in various
political activities, about their knowledge of strategies

" for political participation an:* about their amtudes re- .
. gardlng various hypothetlcal situations. The" majority

of these questions were administered only to 17
vear-olds. ’ _ N

SeVL nteen-year‘olds were. asked if they had‘ )
_actually partlclpated in ‘three types of political activi-

ties: signing .a petition, wrltlng a letter to a govern-.
mental official and helping in a public election
campalgn .Reported partlclpatlon in all three of these
activities declined 7 to 9 perceritage poin'ts from 1969.
to 1976. Of these three activities, 17-year-olds were

most llkely to- have signed a petititon — 57% had -

done so in 1976. Fifteen percent in 1976 had written
a letter to a governmental official. Few had par-ici-
pated in a public election campaign; this percer:tage

.' declmed from 18% in 1969 to 9% in 1976.

Exhibit 9 reveals‘that less than half thm

year-olds in either)1970: or 1976 felt that thev
influence decisions of local government. The: percent-
age of 17- -year-alds feeling they could have such iAfly- -
ence dropped consrderablv Those 13- and 17-year-
olds who felt they eould exert an mfluence were less
able in 1976 than in the first assessment to gnve
methods one could use to influence a local govern-
ment. Acceptable ways to influence local government
decisions included circulating pegitions or: pamphlets

‘using the mass media, .demonstrating or plcketrng, :
“writing -one’s representatwes campalgnlng for the

i
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FIGURE 8. I1tdm Rorun?ages of Response and Average Performance Levels on

Political Procesi 1tems for the First and Second Assessments, Age 13

L)
v
. i .
.. R
. g LI I I S N TS LI . e
. [
N B ()
0 Partioipete in the Proows
"Toans Help Decide Courses 10! \
! n P
Local G B \ n,
R ' 5 . 77
® :
. s . t
. .
N Bl o » v ‘\/ A
Kloatoral hon ' i
- - -
Informetion to Obtain Before Voting 1+ 20 N
< 5 = " o .
W”mmvﬂ"‘/ 1. 00C000CON0000000CNN0ONN0 -, R
Mow President Is Nominetsd < -4 R . '
= . - e . = ~
How President I3 Chossn -8 §
= ) | i S
f
Wity Vot in Secret -a2ef A —
. Y
 Advanteges of.Mors Then One ar ; . ' r
Candidets e 0 : .
Resons for Voting for Candides A A
How to Gather Informetion Before EAY LAY \
Voting \ ALY \ o .
Mow One Becormes s Senator -8.7% ! R M
e ":‘:53» R ' » *
- . * 3 s “ °
Senator Is Electad 10 Offics ~10.0° N »
H . . L . ce
i \
. . o .
. o
. B o
4
e
n, a . .
oy A
Name U.S. Prasicient 22 XXO00000000000000XX PASOE DRI DR 0000000000 08000 0000000000 0000000
. PR TN Tim -
Nome ot Losst one Senator or ) ° T ) ’
Ropreentative Y » B M i
i L)
Name St Governor , 54 -
5 | o Kt » Y N . °
. . 4 .
Politicat Party/Prasident =132 OGN N ]
.
| _ V . -
. o ‘ N .
0 10% 0% 3:5 “_’l_ m_ 0% 0% . %, 0% 100%
' ’ Percantages of Rewone .. N .
" Changsa in Avernge Performance - First assawment of ftem. :
970 1978 Chenm l!}n 1978 Qﬁg - R . ] )
Q7  Nom -4 LI . ‘mwmmm
Mumbl? of etreiss =10 Nomber of exerchse < 8 m in 1970 md.1976, N ¢
“Asteriak indicgtes significent ditference at the 5% fevel. j . . D Second sasssment of 110m assessed
1Change between first and second zliliw ingicate an imp and negetive . & dechine. “in |'72p\d 1976 . '
A B , ) ) . Pe) . B
- - . e N
. ' -, )
Y i N
i \ -
. N ‘- -’
' ® 40 - :
e b . . . ‘ . ’
r . . > L)
. LI ! . A ce
i [ . / [



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

FIGURE 9. ltam Perct
Political Process 1
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“Astorisk icicaiss significant difference ot the 5%, level. .
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EXHIBIT 9. Percentages of Response to item “Can You Influence |
Local GovernmentDecisions?"' ‘Ages 13 and 17
]
. A. Do ybu think you can have any influence on decisions of
local government? ,
13-Year-Olds 17-Year-Olds
- : X 1970 1976 1969 1976
‘ @ Yes 42% a4% - 73%  56%" Co
. . 2 No . : .
B. (if Yes+o A) How?
. ’ . . d 4
"C. (if Noto A) Why Not? v oo
. ] v
L Percentage Answering Yes and Giving an o a
i " Acceptable Answer to Part B-~ v
'/ . : “ ," I
' . . 13-Year-Olds - 17-Year-Olds
. 1970 1976 1969 1976 : B -
36% 26%" 69% 47%* %
*Indicates significant difference at the .05 level between vhe fi~st and
second assessments.
fChange is -21.1. .

\OQ::: of one s chonce and joining a committee or
al party

On a similar question, but concerning the na-

tional |eve| results were quite different. The peroent-

. age of 17-year-olds feeling that they could have an in-

fluence at the national level increased from 39% to

52% between 1969 and 1976; the percentage then

able to give acceptable methods of influencing the
government increased from 34% to 43%.

v it is interesting to note that in 1969 close to

three-fourths of the 17-year-olds felt that they could

influence their ‘local government, while only two--

fifths thought they could influence their national

government, By 1976, percentages on these questions
came more similar, with slightly ,over half feelmg
y could influence either level of government.

Thirteen- and 17-year-olds were asked if they
felt teenagers should help- decide upon course offer-

.ings in their school system. Most feit that teens
should participate, In 1976, 84% of the 13.year-olds’
and 91% of the 17-year-olds responded affirmatively, -

" This represented no change from 1972 for 13-year- -

oldsand a slight decline for 17-year-olds. | tems asking
what students would de about an unfair ‘class rule or
an unfair law showed no significant ehangeoln per-

formance from the first to the second assessment, .
_ "'approx:matelv 88% of the 17-year-o|ds requnded ac-
+ceptably,

Al
.

Nlne-year—olds were asked a series of questlons
cqnoermng their - wallmgness« to participat® in ‘class-
room dectsuons ~ for example, whpre to go on a field

trip) what games to play at recess, whit topic to .
choos\e\ for a report. Seventy to 856% of the children

\ . e ‘
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: -
expressed a willingness to participate in such de-

. cisions in 1976; this represented no significant change -

~ in their attitudes since the 1972 assessment.

‘Understanding the Electoral Process:

. ltem Results
Understandlng the elegtoral process includes
-knowledge of specific facts about the electoral sys-
‘tem, understandlng the reasons for various features of
the system_and awareness of things one should con-

-. sider when voting,

The item shown in Exhrbnt 10 asked 13- and
i?-year—olds to differentiate between elected and ap-
pointed officials. ' .

*In 1976, about two-thirds of the 13-year-olds
realized that a U.S. senator — of all the chojces given
— is the only elected official. Although results_for
17-year-glds were considerably better than those for
13-year-alds, performance of both age groups showed
close to a 10 percentage-point decline from 1972 to
"'1976, The increase in the number of 17-year-old “|
don’tknow” responses in the second assessment is
noteworthy.

SIig}:tIy over 80% of the 13-year-olds in both
1970 and 1976 knew that the President is chosen by

a

dropped 84% in 1970 and 72% in 1978 gave an ac-
ceptable answer .

" There was considerable uncertainty about how
presidential candidates are selected. Under 20% of the

- 18-year-olds in either assessment year answered a

question on this topic correctly. Seventeen.year-old
performance showed a sharp decline; half of the
17.year-olds answered correctly in 1972, compared t0
36% in 1976 .a 14 percentage-point drop

Exhibit 11 displays an |tem concerning reasoﬂs
for using the multiparty system

Most 17-'year-olds answered-.this question cor- r
rectly; 13- -year-olds were slightly less successful.

* Seventeen-year-old performance did decline slightly
between assessments,

L

A The two older’ agearoups were esked ”What ‘
might happen if people could not vote in-secret?” Al-

.though performance declined from the first to the
second assessment for both age groups, overall

percentages of success were fairfy high. \n the first as~
sessment, 85% of the 13-year-olds .and 95% of the
17-year-olds answered-acceptably, while-in 1876, 82%

" at age- 13 and 88% at age 17 did so. Seventeen-year-

olds had considerably more,difficulty in identifying: _
the problems that might occur if we had only on®.
political party. Forty-eight parcent in 1969 and 42%

the people. Nme-year-old performance on this item in 1976 answered correctly o
I . ) L '” v
. \ . EXHIBIT 10. Percentages of Response to. Item “Which Official Is Elected to
' Office?”’ Ages 13 and 17 A
I'rithe Unlted States which one of the following is elected to offlce? , ) .; .
k B ) _ ' 13-Year-Olds (\b 17-Year-Olds _ |
_ - . ’ 1972 1976 0 %\ 1972 1976 |- -
. @ A United States Senator 7% 64%" - e0% 8w | -
O The United States Secretary of : . o - ' R
State ' .1 4% - 4 5
O A United States Supreme Court r » L _ ,
~ Justice -, ' 6 - 6 . -4 .4
© O The United States Ambassador to - : : ) v
-« Great Britain - 1 \ L2t o + + K -,
- O I.don’t know, . -8 14' IR 2 10° L
© | +indicates rounded percent less than one. . ' : N
, - ’Indlcam slgnlflcant difference {t the .05 level between the first and second asséssments. J
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EXHIBIT 11. Percentages of Response to [tem “Why It Is Good To Have at Least
“ Two Candidates for an Office,” Ages 13 and 17
‘Why is it good that we usually have at least two candidates for each bffice in an election?

17-Year-Olds .

13Year-Olds

1970° 1976 1969 1976

< So elections can be honest . ' \-\ 8% - 9% 1%, 1%* |- -

. @D So people can have a choice 83 ., 80 94 . - 92* - ;

< So more people can hold office 3 -5* 44— 4 _ "

<O So we can reduce the costs of hY . ) -4

elections ' AN 3 + .- i

O T don't know, N2t R o2t T

1. ¢t , ,
N\

+ Indicam roundod percent less than one.

fFIguros do not total 100% due to roundiny

'Indica tes slgniﬁcmt differerice at the .05 level between the \({ltt and second awwnanta

r

e ~

Several Qquestions ooncerned thlngs one should
think about when voting. Pereantaoes of success
across assessment years did not change appreciably
for many, of these questions. In 1976, 53% of the

: ﬁear-olus and 71% of the 17-year-olds stated that

Iflcatl&m other than *friendship should be major .

eonsiderations when voting. Psrcentages for 1972 per-
formance dld not differ significantly from 'these.
Thartean-yur\plds knowlodgo of sources of informa-
tion about the candidatef®and their positions declined
from 42% to -36%>while that of 17.year-olds was
around -60% for both assessment years. Eighty-two

. percent of the 17-year-olds in 1976 formulated twe -

ressonable qmﬁmmklundldau for ofﬂu -
. &n Increase of 8 percentage polnts “from- 1072, Ap-
mxlmutaly seven-tenths of the 13-year-olds in both
'cmmmem Hears ukod two reasorisble questions.
Fimlly, about J70% of "13-year-olds could think of

. two things they should eonsldar about 8 spoclflc issue .

befo?o voting. .

-

Rocogmzmd Governmental ‘Officials:.
ltam Resuits = = -

Al items coneornlng rocogmtlon of govorn-
. mental officials. covered a six- or seven-year ‘change
period, from 1969 or 1970 to 1976. Seventeen-year-
olds’ sbility to name governmental officials monllm

" declin

44
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)

Wblle results for 13-year-olds were mixed, .
Nearly hll 13 and 17-year-olds in both assessment

- years could name the President of the United States.

In the first assessment, 84% of the 13-year-olds and
99% of the 17-year-olds identified Richard Nixon; in
1976, 96% of the 13-yeag-olds and 98% of the 17-

~ year-olds named Gerald Ford. Nine-year-olds, how-
ever, showed a drop in performance, Ninety-one per- -

cént named Nixon, but only 80% named Ford, When

asked to identify 8 picture of the President, however; :
over 90% of the 9-year-olds in bo\th sssessment years

chose the correct picture.

\

There was a considerable decline in ability to -

identity thq_political party of the Prefident. In 1870,

. 46% lt‘lﬂl 13 and 84% at pge 17 gave the eorroct L
_politfcal party, while in 1976 thess. percentages ~ -
-dropped to 32% diw 71%, respectively, a 13 per-. .

centage-point drop at each age, it should be noted
that President Ford had not run for. the presidency
prior to the 1976 assessrent; this mlght in part
aeeountfor the declims .

°

" Thirteen- lnd 17-year-olds were asked to identi- '

fy a number of other governmental officials. Psrform-
,ance either dropped or stayed the same on all these
- quutlom except for the secretary of state. Remgm-
‘tion of Henry . Ki‘lnger in 1976 showed a dram \\ L

AR

increase owr recognition of WIllum P, Rogors in the
" first assstsment,




Students at ages 13 and 17 were asked to name
at least one congressional represenfatwe from® their
state. It was felt that this was the.minimum knowl-
edge needed to make contact with one’s representa-
tive dt the federal level. Very few 13-year-olds could
name either their congressperson or one of their
tors; approximately one-fifth of them did so in both

.. 1970 and 1976. Seventeen-year-olds’ ability to name
at least one representative dropped from 57% in 1969 .

to 48% in 1976.

[

Ability to identify. the governor of their state
remained the same from the first to the second assess-
ment for 13-year-olds, but declined for 17-year-olds.
Approximately 60% of the 13-year-olds in both as-
sessments named the governor of their- state, while

82% of the 17-year-olds in 1969 and 70%* in 1976-
adent:fled\hear governar oorrectly
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- Highlights of the Results”

Overall performence on items about inter-
nationsl affairs dodlnod fof bmh 13— and 17-

: vuwlds‘ o .

S o7
®

®  Since the number of. iitoms_disgusied in- m
chapter: wes
dressqd div
of 10 mrm.
lmmd

+ Nine-' and 13-vur~old-'
. wWas “ulat;nly high, T
qﬁa‘nudqomo dcdimln,. .

Thimcn ond 17-ym-dds imptovod in. m ’
. ibility 40 state puuful Modsnuoidfu-_' .
ture wars. : _ .=

ﬁfuu of the 13-vnr-om1f,;
*settle a disputs botw»n g

L2
]
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Technologlcal improvements in communication
and, trensportetion have brought the nations of the

. world closer together. in economics, military arma-
ments or boundary disputes, the activities of one -

. __13year-olds in 1978 irdicated an interest in other

nation can greatly affect the affairs of many. To ap-
preciate the role that international politics can play in
in other

our lives, students mouw i
nations and cultures, should of some of the -
_ probiesns faced by other countries and should under-

stand some, .of the ways nations can work together to
achleve peace.
12

Since the. focus og\the assessment was upon

“knowledge and attitudes about the United States’-

bolltlcel structure, there were relatively few questions
icerning international affairs, Questions dealt with
three major topics:. interest in other cduntries, aware-

e‘t\:f strategies.for keeping peace between nations
- ‘and

nowledge about international organizations. In
light of the small number of questions. and the diversi- . -

ty of tépia addressdd, average results were not com-

: puted for the cluster of |tems in this ehepter

. Fugures 10 and .11 duspley results for |tems'.
about onternatlonel -affairs for 13- and 17-year-olds,

respectively. ‘At least three-fifths of the 13-year-olds

o

.ens)uered most questions correctly. They showed a -

substantlel improvement in knowledge of ways to
avoid future wars, However, out of a total of 10
questions, a significant improvement occurred on

. only 1 item, while e'signifiant decline -in perform-

. ance occurredon 5,

Se\;enteen-ye‘ar-olds also improved in their
ability to state ways of avoiding war in the future.
Their -overall performance on items concerning

-.'foreign affairs dropped somewhat — five of the seven

items showed a 'significant decline, and only one
showed a significant i mprovement.

Nune-year-olds tended to do slightly less well on
these items in 4976 thdn.in the first assessmept year.
‘While their interest in Iearmng about other lands
remained high, their interest in world political events
-and “their understendlng of the concept of warld
peace-dropped so hag.,

3

40

o

Intarnational Affeits: :
|tem Results

-

" Just over 80% of the 9~yeer~olde snd 76% of the

lands and could give a reason for their interest. While
there was no change in 9-yeer-olde performance from

- 1972, 13-year-olds’ resuits dropped 9 percentage

\

DY)

points. On a similar item asking about interest in poli-
tical events i
" 13-year-olds went down betweeri 1972 and 1976, In
1976, 72% of the 9y Ids andl 75% of the 13-
year-olds expressed such an interest and gave a reason
for it — g drop of 5 percentage points for 9-yeer—olds
and 7 polnts for 13-veer-olds

Thlrteen- and” 17-yeer-olds Were asked why we

are more interested now- than in-earlier times about

_events’ in.other countries. While 13-year-olds’ per-
~ formance did not change between the first.and -
second assessments — approximately. two-fifths in

either year being able to give at least t,nfee ‘feasons —
17-year-olds percentages dechned from 67% to 56%.

-

- Two- |tems, ope given only to 9-year-olds and
. one administered at both ages 9 and 13, asked

children what questions they would esi; a pen pal or a
person who hecf visited foreign lands. Although_the
questions were intended to revee!, interest in foreign

lands, children proved much more interested in-de-

tails about the pen pal’s personal life -or in-general

questions about a trip. Thus, percentages of success.

on these questuons were quite low.
y 0 .

N

faced by emerging nations. The 17-year-old students
proved less suoeessﬁ;l on tlns quesj n in the seeond
assessment. b CA T,

1_," v

The majority ‘of. eeeeptable’ responses men-
tioned either the langaege and cultural dufferenees -be-
‘because the tribes all have -

Afncan tribes ~ 3
thel wn 1eede_rs ‘beliefs and languages” — or the
lack of an established, stable government — “‘many

times governments are made up of dtfferent factions )

fighting one another.””

other countries, results for both.9- and -

* » Exhibit 12 displays an item about the problems



FIGURE 10. Itam
Internatiqnal A

]
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EXHIBIT 12. Percentages of Resporse to Item
“Aftican Nations’ Difficulty in Achieving
Uﬂm," m.17 .

' Give ONE reason-why it has been difficult for
new African nations to achieve -national unity.

_ Percentages of Acceptble Responses -~

1978

1972/
' oAt

17-yearolds ag%
,’Indlcam s:gnificant difference at ﬂw« 05 level
botwacn the first and second assossmgnts.

J

[P

‘Several items examamd stude‘nts"eoncepts of -

world harmony .and. their knowledge of Ways to avoid |
_.or settle international:disputes. Results on these

items, administered in 1968 or 1970 and then in

1976, may well reflect the impact of the Viet Nam -

“War on tho nataonal consciousness. _

Both 13- and 17-year-olds showod a substantial

improvement in their ability to state two or more »

ways to avoid future wars. Thirteen-year-olds’ results

Sy g
AT

+ “ld 'lnol'

-4

went up 20% percentage points ~ from 83% in 1970
to 84% in 1976 — while 17-year-olds’ performance
improved 8% points, from 78% in 1969 to 86% in
1976. .

-There was no differeneo between 1970 and -
1976 in 9 and 13-year-olds’ abilities to suggest how
‘to settle 3 hypothotleul dispute between nationhs

* .__peacesbly. SIighuy over three-fifths of the 9-year-olds

and close to fourfifths of the 13-year-olds Qve
“r/usonable suggcstaons in each asns‘mnt year.

Nlno-ym-olds were asked what “world peaeo
meant. In- 1970 48% gave 8 satisfactory explonatlon,

" butby 1976, only 34% did so —~ a-drop of 14 peicent: -
_ age points, Most aeeoptable/re

sponses stated that it .
“meant no wars or no fighting — for example, “no
fighting and doing’ bad stuff afound the world.”
About 4% thought that-world- peace refcrred to peace

peace. GVO

1970 and 1976. In -
19]0,- 62% of them gm an example of a war — sueh
‘a8, "fightlng in Asia” — while in 1976, ,qnly 19°: did
0. In 1976, 9-yesr-olds were more likely to make
general statements that war still existed, to give ex-

: ~amples of violence or riots within, the United States

or to say“that there are not many wars any more.

Another series of questions concerned know-,

Ll edgo about international organizatuohs, one dulmg
* with the United Natlons is shown in Exhibit 13°

L4 - 2 . L e . . 4
* EXHIBIT 13, Percantages of Responss to, ftem “Naime'of International
OrglniutlonforWorldPom"Aau‘Bde
What is 'ihe name of thJ lnnmational orqamzataon established after tﬁe second WOfld War for the '
- ’maintenance of World peaee?
‘ ' PR 13-YearOlds - 17-Year-Olds
, ! - 1972 1976 1972 1976
.| + @ . Theunited Naticps 67% ‘60%* . 71% 68%1%.
 The League of Nagions o 8 - 5% . "13 16
.- The Commonweiith of Nations = 6. 4 2 2
o O The International Labor ) . L
.17 - . Organization . - tywo. 8 - 6 - 3 3
SR C> ldontknow © 12t 125° N B 1
*Indicates dmifimnt difference at the .05 level bctmn the first and second mnemx.
- tFigures do ngt total 100% due to roundiny error, — . '
- IChange 15 -3.7. . . : ' LT :
43 . ‘

\
W
‘e




Performance dropped for 13.year-olds over the
'four-yeaf period but did not change significantly for
17-year-olds. A sizeable percentage of 17-year-olds,
16%. confused the United Nations with the League of
Nattons Also noteworthy ’is the large proportion of
13-year-olds, 26% in 19761 who responded 'l don't
know”’ to this q'uestion.

When asked about the purpose of the United
Nations, 62% of ‘the 13-yedr-olds and 83% of the
17. year-olds i in the second assessment correctly-select-
©ed the answer “to help nations settle their differences
peacefully.” Seventeenyear-olds" performance de-

clined 4 percentage points since 1972, while that of
13.year-olds fell 12 points. On another multiple- .

choice question about the goal of the United f\gations',

which had shorter alternative answers with less in:
volved phrasing, approximately 42% of the 9-year..-
olds, 75% of the 13-year-olds and 87% of the 17
year- olds -answered correctly in 1976 On this item,
perfdrmance for 9- and 13.year-olds did not change
from 1972 to 1976, while that of 17-year- olds de '
clined 6 percentage points. .

Knowledge about the purpose of the European
Common Market declined between 1972-and 1976
for both 13. and 17-year-olds; however, 17-year-olds
exhibited a higher percentage of success in both years
than did 13.year-olds. Thirteen-year-olds’ results de: -
clined from 22% to 18%: 17-year oids’ performance
dropped from 46% to 37%. :

L . .
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. N C o " Highlights of the Results

CHAPTER 6 ® In most cases, results for males and females did. .

- : : . not differ greatly. ‘At age 9, males outper-
A GROUP RESULTS . formed females on the citizenship items. At age

- © 13, miales did better, than ‘fomales on the.

3 ‘citizenship items in /1970; bui the- 1976 ‘per-
: formance of, these imm wes revefsed, vmh
females showing hinhar performance ﬁian§ :
‘males. Seventsen-year-old males did better, thlh
_ . _ females-in the first asmamnnts of both' citizen-
- _ " . =t ship and social studies, but’ potfofmanec ofﬂu
' - Co ) ‘two ‘groups was. mtually identncal in me seeond
o 'aucument. .

. ‘ ’ : . ﬁ

® Black 9-vamolds showcd a undnney—tododlneﬂ
less rapilly than did their whito\,:on g
Achievement of - blaclt and ‘whiite,
. clined at about the samé rate; Wi
formance avanging abeut 15 ,pereanm& Poi u :
below, that ohnhites. . -

ry

A

e The Nofthaqmm ‘and Canml nmom .

o,  performed aboye,-the nathonal e
. s porformanes was - abeut the same g; at,oﬂhe
oY R nation, and"results for the Southicast wers be- "

. ‘ fow the. nstion. At age 13, the West showéd a
L : - tendency to decline relative to the: nation How- '
2 o ever, at age 17, Wemm performance improvcd
, ) o relatwe to the” nauon, on the socul studies ,
* T items; . e -
L) Perfonnance of communny-suzé gtoups ‘was .
fairly consistent, with frjngos around big. dtm
pérforming above the’ ‘natich and biﬂltios be«
Iow it; medlum cities and smaller plaees won ;
near the national leval A

B -.Affluent-u?ban (bigh <metropalltan mi?lum- .
L , - ‘ties achievad commemiy above: th

. T level; disidvanﬁgod—urﬁan (lowviet opo
’ ) L eommumtles performod eonammly Selow the -

4

7 . .
. . nauon , e

r . -

“ o ®  The extremo-rural eommunity gfoup showed a
h o : ’ " . tendency to improve relative tothe nation. This -
‘ : relative improvemgnt was most marked for 13

. and 17-yeaf-olds on the cmzemhip atems . '.

' .. e Aehaevqment was related to the éducation level

. - . « 8 ' of one’s parents. Thm,whou parents had

' . , . higher levels. of education showed higher per-

. _ ’ . = . formance levels,"while those whose parents- had-
: '  less education parfonmd lass well o

-




In ad'dition to national results, National Assess-
ment provides data on the performance of various
groups 5 of people' defined by thelr sex, their race,
region of ‘the country they live in, size and type of
their communpity and level of their parents’ educ

"al performance is indicated by a solid line and group

results by dashed lines; the dlfference between group
and national performance is the difference between
these lines. The average level of performance in the,
first assessment year appears at the left end of each

tion. ‘Deflnmons of the categories used Waup..

-

--appedr in Appéndix A. ST

Group performance can be examined in three
ways. First, we can deter'mine whether the :achieve-

rhent of each group — males females, blacks, whitas -

" “"and so forth — went up or down over time. Second,
we ‘can consider the performance of ‘each group
relative to the natxon Third, we can compare “the
changc in a.group’s performance over time to the

change in the national performance fevel. The graphs

in Flgures 12 through 16 display thes& data. in each
flgure the graphs on the left show results for ali
_citizenship iterhs {six- or_seven-yeay change period) *
iincluded in this report; and the graphs on the right

.present’ data for all social studles items (four-year ™
e change period) dlscussed here, On each graph natloq N

‘line, and the average level in the second assessment at’

the right end. Since each line plots a mean change in’
achlevement over time, a: deference in. the slopes of
the national- and group- performance lines will indj-

cate a change in a ‘group’s standing, relative to- the

nation. In revueng these graphs, it should be
remembered that- each graph shOWs results for. a-
different group of items; thus, average performance

levels on different graphs should not be compared.
L@ . Pl

P . |

Sex

) Flgure 12 dlsplays performance of males and :
females at ages 9 13 and 17 and their positions

relative to the nation. At 8ge 9, male and female'

achlevement declmcd “about equally between 1970

FIGURE 12. Average Performanoepn the First and Second Assessments on Cntizensblp

“. and Social Studies’Items Measuring Political Knowledgé and Attitudes for- S .‘
. . . "Males and Females Ages 9, 13 and 17 :
~ - LIS . .
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. FIGURE 12 (cont.). Average Performance on the First and Sacond Assessments on Cinzemhap
#  and Social Studies Items Measuring Political Knowledge and Attitudes for -
Males and Females Ages 9, 13 and 17 ' '
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and 1976 on the citizerfship items, ‘with males
= performing above the national ave?age in both years
. and females performing below. Neither male nor
- female- pérformance differed _sign‘lficantly from the .
nation on the social studies items {assessed in 1972
and 1976).

. Like the 9-year-olds, male and female 13-year-
olds did hot differ significantly from the nation on
the sacial ‘studies items in either assessment year. ° -
However, on the citizensﬁip items, males, who were
above the national level in the 1970 assessment,
dropped below il7' in Tthe 1976 assessment, while

females’ performance changed from a position lower
than the nation in the 1970 assessment to one above
it in the 1976 assessment. This reversal in 13-year-old
male and female performance — males declining and
females Jimp‘roving relative to the nation — occurred
mainly on citizenship items about the structure and
function of government, constitutional rights and
respect for others. : Co K :

Performance 6f male and female 17-year-olds
was virtudlly identical in 1976, On both the citizen-

.

ship and social studies items, males were significantly
above and females significantly below the nation jn
the first assessment; but neither group varied signifi-
cantly from the national level in the second.

-

Female 17-year-olds improved their position
relative to the .nation on items measuring respect for
others and valuing constitutional rights, while males
dropped in relative standing on these items. Male
17 ar-olds shomd’higher performance than females

-in b/ assessment years on items about the structure

and function of government,

.. .

A

Race

. Nine-year-old blacks tended to improve; relative
to the nation, on citizenship items (Figure 13).
Although they did not improve significantly on social
studies iteras, their decline in performance’was not

statisticall, significant, while the white drop was so.
. b <
Although these results do not provide conclusive

e T T -
e

\_FIGURE.13. Avgfage Performance on the First ;nd Second Assessments on Citiienship
and Social Studies items Measuring Political Knowledge and Attitudes for

P : Blacks and Whites, Ages 9, 13 and 17\
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FIGURE 13 (cont.). Average Performance on the First and Second Assessments on Citizenship

< and Social Studies Items Measuring Political Knowledge and Attitudes for
Blacks and Whites, Ages 9, 13 and 17
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evidence .of a smaller decline in achievement for black
than white 9.year-olds, the difference in performance
appears to be smatller; this is a trend that bears
watching. )

As seen in Figure 13, performance of black and
white teenagers declined about equally between the

first and-. second assessment, with black performance’

generally averagmg about 15 percentage points below

that of whites. The only exceptlon to this pattern’

occurred at the 13-year-old level on the social studies
items. In this case — similar to 9-year-old results on

social studies items — black performance did not

declme significantly, while that of whites did, ‘although
the change in blacks’ standlng, relative to the natlon
was not slgnmcant

Region of the Country -

Typically, the Northeastern and Central regions.
performed above the nation: Western performance
wds about at the national level, and results for the

Southeast were below the nation. In ‘most cases, the
various. regions showed a decline in performanee'.
similar to’ that of the nation. Flgure 14 displays
regional performance and changes relatlve to the
nation for all three age levels.

For 9-year-olds all. regions declined at about :
the same rate as the nation. Changes in relative
position were not slgmf:cant

Thirteen-year-olds in the Central region showed

a significant improvement, relative to the nation, on
the citizenship items, while those in the West dis-
played ‘a tendency to decline on these items. The
'same trends appeared on the social studies items for
13-year-olds, although they were not as marked. A
~difference in 13-year-olds’ typical pattern of perform-
ance occurred on social studies items dealing .with
constitutional rights. On these items, the Northeast
declined significantly, relative to the nation, while the
Southeast showed a significant i improvement. v
Performanoe of 17-year-olds in-the West on the

" social stydies items dlffered from the pattern seen for

FIGURE 14. Average Performance on the First and Second Assessments on Citizenship
and Social Studies Items Measurmg Political Knowledge and Attitudes for
Reglon Ages 9,13 and 17 .
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- FIGURE 14 (cont.). Anhm Performance on the First and Second Assess;c?nu on Citizenship
and Social Studies Items Measuring Political Knowledge and Attitudes for .

\ Region, Ages 9, 13and 17 .
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13-year-olds. On these items, Western perforihance
i?nprqved considerably, relative to the natigh, per-
formance for this region remaining at the same ability
level while all other regions declined. Their;improve-
ment with regard to the nation was rost evident on
items measurmg respect for others and knowledge of
the structure and functnon of government.

Size and Type of Community

National Assessment describes restlts for com-
munities of various sizes and for selected socioeco-
nomic groups within the different sized communities.
The four community sizes are: (1) big city, (2) fringes
around big cities, (3) medium city and (4} smaller
places, Three. community types are identified: (1)
affluent urban (high metropolitan), (2) disadvantaged

- urban (low metropolitan) and (3} extreme rural.
Definitions of each group are found in Appendix A,

In Figyre 15, the first graph for each age level

displays results for the-different communlty sizes,
9 " *

and the second graph shows data for type of

‘ community as deflned by socnoeoonormc and ‘com-

mumty-sn?e crlterla

The performance of community-size groups did
not differ greatly fron® the nationa! ‘performance
level, The fringes-around-big-cities group usually -per-

formed above the nation and the big cities below, ,

while medium cities and smaller places were close to
the natlonal average. In general, changes in perform-
ance relatlve to the nation either were not significant
or followed no clear Ppattern,
. ' - *

Differences in performance were greater for the
community-type groups. The -affluent-urban com-
munities performed significantly above the national

level, and the disadv'antaged-qrban communities sig-

ni!c;ntly below, in all cases. In most cases; both
thése groups showed declines similar to that of the
nation, However, at age 9, the dlsadvantaged-urban
group showed a smaller decline than the-nation on .
the cltlzenshlp items. The afflyent-urban students at -
age 13 improved,

" FIGURE 15. Average Performance on the First and Second Assessments on cmzenshlp
and Social Studies Items Measuring Political Knowledge and Attitudes for

- Size and Type of Community, Ages 9,,13 and 17
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- FIGURE 15 (eoﬁ.). Average Performance ‘on the First and Second Assessments on Citizenship ¢ .

and Social Studies items Measuring Political- Knowledge ahd Attitudes for -
Size and Type of Community, Ages 9, 13 and 17
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FIGURE 15 (eont.) Avenge Performanu on the First and Second Auoumenu on Citizenshjp
and Social Studies (tems Mmurmg Political Knowledge and Attitudes for :
Size and 'I’ypo of Community; Ages 9, 13 and 17 :
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. FIGURE 15 -(cont.). Average Performance on the First and Second Assessments on Citizenship
) and Social Studies Items Measuring Political Knowhdge and Amtudes for
! . ) Size and Type of Commumty, Ages 9, 13 and 17
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citizénship ,items, remaining at the same level of higher levels of parental education are associated with
i eaehievement while the national percentage of success ' higher performance, and lower levels,of parental edu-
dropped - cation are associated with lower performance for ait -
S - ages assessed. Those with at least one parent having N
The extreé-le-mral group tended to improve, " some postsecondary education performed significant-
relative to the nation. On. the citizenship items, . . |y above.th_e' nation, while those with neither parent
extreme-rural teenagers performed significantly better having gcompleted high & erformed consistently
in the second assessment, This relative improvement * below it, Ai»ages 9 am ose w:th at least one
was paétipularly evident for ‘both ages on jtems « -  parent who had gradus om high school were
concerned with the political process and rights for f close to or sllghtly below the national,level of per-
others, for 13-year-olds on itemns about constitutional - formanee while at age 17 this group was consnstently .
“tights ‘and for 17-year-olds on. items dbout the sngmﬁcantly below the nation ., '
structure .and function of “government.” Teenagers
living _in extreme- rural communities also - showed a I_n"'_most instances, the different parental- '
tendency to |mprove relative. to the nation, on the ‘educstion groups declined at the same rate as the
_ social studies items, although the change in relative - nation. Exceptions did. not follow any clear-cut pat-
position was not significant. Nine-year-olds living in - tern, Thirteen-year-olds with a parent who. had gradu-
extreme-rural communities tended to improve on the ‘ated from high school improved relative to the nation
- citizenship items, on- citi'zenship items, Seventeen-year-olds with a
: i ) parent having postsecondary education improved ‘in
Parenul Educatlon o comparison with the nation 6n citizenship items;
_ . ©  those with at least one parent who was a high school .
The education level of one's parents is related * " graduate declined relative to' the nation on the social
to achievement. The graphs in Figure 16 show that ) . studies |tems . v '
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FIGURE 16. Average Performance on the First and Second Assessments on Citizenship -
and Social Studies Items Measuring Political Knowledge and Attitudes for
Parental Edumuon Ages 9, 13 and 17 .
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FIGURE 16 (cont.). Average Performance on the First and Second Assessments on Citizenship
and Socisl Studiss items Messuring Polit_iul Knowledge and Attitudes for .
Parental Education, Ages 8, 13 and 17 ‘ / L *
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CHAPTER 7

OBSERVATIONS: CITZENSHIP AND SOCIAL STUDIES RESULTS -

Changas in educational performance — especially '

in aress As complex as cmzenshlp and social studies —
should -not- be ;viewed in isolation, but should be
‘considered i in light of broad cultural and educational

_ changes, Changes in societal ‘attitudes and expecta-

tuons, in the political climate, in the schoo! curricu-

- lum or in the role of institutions such as the church 4

llld the family may ail affcct student achievement,

_To faulmu interpretation and duseumon of the

rea;lts Nafional Assessment invited thres educators -
with extensive experience in citizenship and social

. studies to share.their opinions about the findings. R.

_Freeman Bytts is chairman of the Advisory Commit-
tee of the Nations! Task Force on Citizenship,

Educstion, He is serving .as thmg Distinguished
Professor of Education at San Jose Stats University
for the 1976—78 academic years, Anna Ochoa is
prmdcnt of the: Natuoml Council for the Social
Studies for 1978 and: is associate professor of
- education  at Indiana University, . Bloomington,
Celests Woodley presently serves ss program develop-
ment speciglist for the Boulder (Colorado) Valley
* Schools. She is s past chairman on the Publications
Board of the National Council for the Social Studies,

- has beén on the faculty of the Colorado University

r

~ Schobl of Education (Boulder) and has taught social

studuu in tho publuc s¢hools at the seoondarv level
Thm educators vmted with the National Assess-
ment stnff dnd offered the followiny ‘observations

, ‘about the citizenship and social studies results. It K
should be noted that! their -comments are. their

' ohnmtidnsos individuals and do not represent the
. positions ‘of any oromizations with which they are

.mnmd o R

Gtmnl comnnnuAbwt tha Hmlts

@ ‘l'hq_ results nn to thm oomulhnts, "dlsap-
R pofntim, but not surprim " The mmments

spanned a turbulent era in American political
history — including the Viet Nam War, campus

+ riots and erosion of confidence in politicat

“institutions ‘and persons culminating in the. -
Watergate scandal — and these events may have

* influenced student political knowledge and ‘atti-

. tudes. - -

S r

BN

However, @nsidefing.-all'\ihn\\‘tr@ired from

1969 (0 "1976, it is encouraging that Students’ |

valuing of constititional rights and their respect
for others did ‘not decline substantially. The

basic “beliefs that_undsrlie our constitutional
system still apﬁ/ ar ‘to be valued by, most
'students ' :

T

The most encouraging news is in the area of
respect for others. Most young people appear to
respect the rights of people of other races, to
understand ‘the need for faws ‘and to- ‘recognize

. some problems faced by different groups of

people. : ’

The deciing in' knowledge about the structurs

.and functlon of government and the essential

concepts. underlvmg democracv is most difap-
pointing and should be the cause for a hard

reassessment of- the social studies’ ‘curricilum. -
Results may reflect dunges in curricular empha- -
sis. Also, some of the facts assessed by the tests’ -

do. .nét really eonstitum “essential’’ knowledgo

It is more important ‘to understand the basic :
"concept, of democracy, for.example, than to :

remembgr that the U.S. Senate is the' bodv that

'approves presidential appointmants

< LY

: Studenu' dnclinmg polltml pmiclpat:on may
- reflect the attitudes of the adult society. The
" 1870s have seen an increasing, pfaoccupatiorl
- with personal goals, a general disillusionment .

with the political process and, a trend toward

e

-




conservatism. It is not surpri;g'ng that youths
have been influenced by these tendencies.
Students have improved in their understanding
of ways to avoid future wars and to peacefully
settle disputes between nations. This situation,
probably a direct result of the national concern
with the Viet Nam War, may be an encouraging
indication that students are becoming more
aware of global interdependence.
<]

students to share a common base of political

knowledge. ,

The curriculum in.the social studies has under-
gone changes in emphasis since 1969. In the

\

‘potheses,

2

1960s, social studies curricula tended to focus
upon the separate disciplines. In the 1970s,.
there has been more stress on the intellectua’
process — understanding how to construct hy-
how to evaluate evidence, how to
differentiate between facts and opinions and so’
forth. This aspect of the social studies has for
the most part not beén evaluated by current
testing efforts. .

: - ®  Students seemed to improve on facts and con-
Possible Factors in the cepts that were reinforced by events reportéd in
Decline in Achievement “*the media and to do less well on those th'&t were

B L Co not externally reinforced. Forgxample, knowl- -
During the 1970s, declines haveé occurred in edge about the U.S. Department of State im-
funding for the social studies, in consultant proved' during a period when Henry Kissinger -
support at the state and local levels and in the was covered extensively by the media. However,
extent to which students take courses dealing - knowledge about the Senate’s role in approving

. ‘with political knowledge. Dr.” Ochoa observed- treaties may- well have deciined because few

. that marv social studies consultants and coor- controversial treaties were in the news,

. dinators are being eliminated or asked ' to turn . . . N
to more general -consulting tasKs and. that ®  Textbooks in the area of civics and government '
retquired course cfferings have decreased. -She are often uninspiring. A review of several studies _
cited a study by John Patrick of Indiaqa Uni- of textbooks presented in 1971 by the American
versity mdncatmg that only 26 states " currgntly " Political Science Association Committee on Pre-
require students to take a unit in statq gov- Collegiate Education found that texts tended to
ernment.! - - emphasize “dreary descriptions” of such things

) . . ] as the powers and duties of ‘governmental
In a similar vein, Dr. Butts noted that research departments and officials and the step-by-step
by Richard Gress of Stanford University shows process by which a bill becomes law; Texts often
that “although American history remains the presented an idealized view of the working of
‘dominant sociai: studles*oourse in the schoais, American democracy. The.realities of the Ameri-
many pupils do not get U.S. history either ih can political system were largely untreated,

. grades seven or eight or in the senior high although students are certamly aware, through

. school.” 2 Students today are offered so many . the media, that the system does not always work
electives in the socig studies — geography, world  ° in an ideal fashion.? ) _
history, psychology, sociology, economics, : C s
. civics, to name a few - that it is difficult for ®  Teacher training in the social studies is far from

uniform across the nation and tends to neglect a
basic study of the political and moral founda-
tions af civic edycatlon-. For instance, National
Education Association data. on social studies
certification show that it would *be possible to
become a secondary social studies teacher with
little or no training in government. Typically,

- 2.

Ljohn Patrick, “Teaching About Stste Government and
Politics” (Givan at the Wingspread Conference on Teaching
About State Government, March 1977). -
e - - . : . .t BN s
2R|chard €. Gross, *“The Status of the Socis! Studies in the
[Public Schools of the United States: Facts and impressions of

"+ National 3umy," Socisl Educanon (March 1977), p. 196.

Report of the American Polmcal Scnenoo " Associs " on
Committee on Pra- -Collegiate Education, “‘Political Education.
in the Public Schools: The Challenges for Political Science,” - *
Newsletter of the American Political Science Ac:ocwtlon Vol.
v, No 3 (Summer 1971, pp 4,

’ o T
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social studies teachbs major in one of the social
,science disciplinies and “then take courses in

education methods. Too often, they are not, -

“sutficiently prepared and do rnot have'an oppor-

-tunity to develop their own phnlosophy or

competencies as citizens,

. . ‘
® The pressure to return to the “basics” at the
elementary level has in mahy cases reduced the
time' available for the social studies. Many
elementary teachers lack interest or competence
- in teaching the social studies, and the amount of
‘emphasis’ on social studies at the eTemen'tary
level is by no means consistent.®

®  The schools espouse concepts of democracy but
oftdh are run as autocratic communities where

N

and ‘all have views on what citizenship education

. should be. As Dr. Butts has observed, in the early

days of our country, cmzenshlp “education celebr:ated
the values of national unity, love of country'and Iove"

. of liberty.® Now, however, mcreasnhg atientidn to the

differences among Americans and the recent abuses

. of power by those professing democratic ideals have

left teachers uncertain 'about the values to be-taught;
and neither their general - -educdtion in college. nér
their professionat éducation has helped them to arrive
at a reasonred moral or civic phllosophy

L]

Dr. Wooﬂlev noted that the “bottom. line” of :
cmzenshnp and social studies education must be that
we impart those knowledges and-attitudes necessary 7
to preserve the underlymg unity of our nation ‘and to

" preserve our-system of gwernment While we must

the students have little or no voice in decisions o the pluralism inherent in the makeup of our
affecting them, The contrast between the "hid- ¢ﬁ’,‘)sc‘::?:tr‘y, we need to strike a balance between unity

den . curriculum’ of the schools — .implied
- Wnugh teacher attitudes, administration atti-
tudes, methods of conducting school affairs —
and the concepts taught in the social studies
curriculum may affect student attitudes.

.

®  Schools appear to do fairly well in areas toncen-

trated upon by teachers. While" a tight causal
relationship cannot be established, from 1971 to
1975, a time penod roughly corresponding to
“that oovered bv the cmzenshnp and social studres
assessment~ the number of states havmg state-

wide proje:s in law-related approaches to cit- -

izenship education increased from 6 to 26 and
the number of active projects jumped from 150
to 4005 During that time the assessment re-.
.vealed an |mprovement on many law-related
‘nems A ) . . N ,

R

Impllcatlons of*the Results

”szenshnp" is very difficult to define and to "
teaeh.As citizens, we are all vaed in “citizenship”

Gross, “'Status of the SOCIal Studues ” p. 198

sR Fresman Butts,’ “Hutoncal Perspectave on Civic Educa-
tion .in the" United States,” in Education for Responsible

-c:‘nizmd:ip The Repbrt of the Natlonal Task Force on

amp E‘duurion {New. York: McGraw-Hill Book Com-
mv. 1972); quoting Law, Education and Participation,

“Education for ‘Law and Justice: Whose Responsibility? A

- Csh for National Action,” Constitutions| Rights Foundation
Lot Angdeo, Calif., ?975 pp. 4648,

ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

2

and plurallsh so that we do not become divided mto

_ separate, |solated factions. : -

Education for .citizensh_ip does not take place
only in the.schools. Young people learn values and
attltudes related to citizenship from their families,
their- peers, their communmes and the media. If the
values of the society and the:values tatht by the
schools are- in conflict, the schools.. -canno¥ be
expected to counteract slngle-handedly the values and
attitudes conveyed by the society at large, but they
should try.

’
(3

There has as yet been no large public demand
for concentration on citizenship education. As Dr.
Butts said, * The schools alone can’t do all things. The
schools ought to be doing better than they’re domg,
but it will take public support and public funds.” Dr.
Ochoa added, “Preparing youth tor citizenship is
terribly ‘basic,” but commumty pressure is genérally
focused on improving the quality of’ education in
mathematics and readmg and often ignores attentlon
to citizenship education.”’ :

"The- fmdmgs publnshed bv Natnonal Assessment
should be carefully oonsndered by those conoerned

- with citizenship educatlon We have come through a

. tumultuous penod in our: hustory without: a snzeable

decline in young peoples val

rights or their respect for others. However, knO\_NIedge,

’

<

6Bum, ‘’Historical Perspective on Civic Educatfon,"' p48. e
b . S > o

.-
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about some specific aspects of our government has
declined. We must take steps to prevent any further
declines and, instead, to .improve drastically the
range, depth and validity of political knowledge

among the youthful population of the nation, We
hope that these results csn be used to strengthen
. ongoing programs to better prepare our young people

for effective citizenship. .
& ’ .
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. APPENDIX A

The National

Within the national populatnon These groups are de-
ﬂnod as follows. -

.
3

Group Dafihitions

Results are presented for males and femaleé._ ‘

. Rlﬂ - ) . v . . .
. Currently, results are presented for blacks and .
whltcs _
M‘ . MY ’

-
-«

" The countrv ‘has been divided into four reglons>

"~ Northeast, Southoast, Central and West. States in-
“ cluded in each regjon are shown on the map follow-

irm,_c . v ; L

Assessment _ of Educatlonal '
Progross examines resuits for vanous groups of people

-

.t

> " DEFINITIONS OF REPORTING GROUPS

‘

Size of Community

- Big city.. Students in this group attend schools
‘within the city limits of cities with a population over
200,000. - -

Fringes around blg cities. Students in this group
attend schools within’ metropolatan areas served. by

* cities with a .population greater than 200, 000 but out- -
slde the cnty limits.

* Medium city. Students in thls group attend .
schools in cities having a populatlon betwegn 25,000
.and 200 000 not classified in the frlnges-around bug-
cities category '

) _Smaller places. Students in this grt')up attend

. schools in communities 'havmg'a population less than

25,000 not classified in the frmges around-big-cities

- category

4

Type of Community

. These communities are defined by an occupa-
taonal profile- of the area served by a school as-well as
the size of the ' commumty in which the school is
lokated. o ;

",

Lo 4 h . L »
Advantaged-urban communities (high metro-.

_ politan). Students in this group attend schools in or *

"around cities with'a population greater than 200,000 '
where -a_high proportion of the resident: are in pro-

- fessional or managerial positions.

Disadvantagéd-urbqn communities (low metro-
politan). Students in this group attend schools in or

: ;_around cities with & population greatér than 200 000

*where a hjgh proportion of the resadents are on wel
fare or are not regularly employed .

-
“



Extreme rural. Students in this group attend
schools in areas with a population under 10,000
where most of the residents are farmers or farm work-
ers.’ ’ '
¢

Level of Parental éduation

Three categories of paental education are
defined by National Assessi.ent. These cateqories are:

—~
<

{1) those whose parerts did not graduate from higl
school, (2) those who have at least one.parent who
graduated from high school and (3) those who have at
least one parent who has had some post high school
education. :



APPEND!X B

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT ITEM IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS FOR ITEMS SHOWN ON
GRAPHS IN CHAPTERS 1—5 AND AGES AT WHICH EACH ITEM WAS ADMINIBT EHED

" been released 'y "U" indicates thet it has not been
released A 127" following a numiber means that the

This list shows the NAEP item numbers f.
each item listed on the graphs in Chapters 1-5. The
'NAEP item numbers can be used 1o locate |teqs in . |tem was part of-the ¢itizeriship assessment; a "327"_
the Citizenship/Social. Studies Released Exeroise means the item was part of the social studies atsess-
Bookiet. An "R" before a number means the item has - ment. o : '

" Ages st Which -

Exercise Ducnption o

«

3

CHAPTER 1. Constitutional Rights

| Exercise Number -

+ Item Administered

_‘Recognize Constitutional Rights -

Purpose of rights in Constitution U201002-127 . 13-17
Need: permission/move across state line R202001-127 9
Freedom while evidence col Iected R202002-127-A 1317
- Change of trial location R202002-127-8 - 1317
First 12 jurors need not b accepted - R202002-127-C 1317
Freedom of speech u202016-127 - 9-13

+ . Right to privacy stops unlawful search - R227003-127 - 13
Limits/power of presidency , - R306006-127 9-13-37

‘Civil rights stated in Constitution R406006-327 1317 -
Freedom of rellglon in Constitution R406023-327 13
Value COnstitutiondl l-'ﬂghts

: Times when auemblv prohiblted - U202018-127-A - 13

+ People for whom assembly prohibited U202018-127-8: 13
. Teens have right to expreds views R501009-327 - 1317

~ Teens same legal rights as aduits R501010-327 ° 17 .
Right to pctltlon U502008-327 . 17
" Allowed to criticize govetcnment U502009-327 1317

" Publish criticism of elected official R502010-327 1317
Can publicly express belief no God - R502011-327 13-17
Can hold office if not believe in God R5602012-327 o 1317
. Freedom.of press . 050201_3-527 ' 17

 Libraries have books against democracy R502Q17.327 \ 17
Pumshment without trial . . R503019-327 1317

0.
\ 71" ¥ .



Exorc;:}ncription + Exercise Numbers Ages at Which-

item Administered
CHAPTER 2. Respect for Others
Accept other race/5 situations (1) * © U101002-127-A-E 1317
“Accept other race/5 situations (2) * Ri01003-127-A-E - 1317
Understand problems of poor ' R103001-327 17
Help grownups v ~ R104007-127 9
Education for all helps nation < R106002-127 o4 1317
Understand need for law - U201030-127 . - 1317
Children need rules . ' R201031-127-A : 9
Aduylts need rules ' _ R201031-127-8 9
Times when assembly prohibited : . U202018-127-A 13
Puaisie for whom assembly prohibnted : U202018-127-8 - 13
Reason for school rules = - R406007-327 9
. Tewts Fros ithi to expres"r views - R501008-327 i 1317 -
Taens oome segel rigints es adults .- RS501010-327 . : 17
_Allowed to criticize government - - 'U502009-327 _ %17
Can publicly express beiief no God - B R502011-327 : "1317
Can hold office if not believe i in God o R502012-327 o o 1317
Freedom of press - . 13-327 ) -
Libraries have books against democracy 17-327 L . 17
_Repart vandalism topolice . - . ' 15-327 17
‘Concern hurt frlend ‘ - » 5007-327 . x 9 .
More than oneCompany publsshes - ' I , .
newspapers . . - R601030-127 . - 81317
Forget unpopitlar proposal ' . R604001-127-A 17
Hold public meeting on proposal . ) ) R604001-127-8 N o 17
Adopt proposal without discussion ' R604001-127C 17
Benefits of education _— ~ ‘ . U604002-127. - _ . 9.1 3 .
: _CHAPTER 3. Strjcturb and Function of Government o
. . ’ .
Structure (‘)f Govemmm‘t *
Cabmet department spendmg e ) ﬂ3d(:‘006.—127 o e 13-17
; Termofsenator . - . u3k0200%127 -~ L 17
How President chbsqn - S * U302002-127 - 813
. 'Members of executive branch " R302007-127-AC-D-F R} 2
", Members of legislative branch - . R302007-127-EG - ' .7
Mémbers of judicial branch o . R302007- 127.8; H : O ¥ /
* Executive/Secretary of Defense U302008-127, % 13
One man/one vote . . . o R302011-127 R .
‘Leader of state/governor  ° o _ R302029127 L ' 9
No. senators v. representatives ‘ ~ R302031-127 R ¥/
Name of Senate . ; R302032-127 S 1317
~ What s a democracy? ' ~ ' - R306p04-127 81347
* School, highway money from taxes o » R306005-127 . 91317
_Tax that produces rmost money e R306007-127 , L 1347
- . /—\ Cy *




? : - ’

Exercise Deseription Exercise Numbers
- -Tax structure . U403006-327
How Prasident nomjnated U406012-327
Executive/Secretary of State U406020-327
Executive branch/locat level ' U408022-327 -
Supreme Court/majority for decision = - - -R406026-327
Function of Government
" Function of local government mncwi_ U10’4002—12'7-I§-D
‘Function of local government agencies " 'R104003-127-A-D
Fumtion of local government agengos' _ U104004-127-A-D
Funcﬁon of local government agencies . .R104009-127-Aé¢
Why Pmidont heads military | o : - B301002-127
Funition/Supreme Coyrt ) -+ U302010-127
Limits/power of presidoncy ' ' R306008-127 .
Judge runs trial | ~R406010-327
Serate approves appomtments . R406015-327
Senate approves treaties . . R406018-327
Supreme Couirt dcclares laws : N
unconstitutionai . R406019-327
Cabinet Department for foreign affairs . - -~ R406021 -327
Level of governmeni/iocal o L U406033-327—A
Level of government/staté : . U40603£G27-B
Lavel of government/state ' = U408033-327-C
Level of g :vernment/federal . - U406033-327-D
' ' * CHAPTER 4. Tha Political Piocess
W!]ling to Participttn in the Pollticll Proem : ) '
Unfair law - . e U206002 127 ,
Unfaur classroom rule ' - - R208003:127
Mﬂuenca local government decisions _ » 'R401001-127
Inﬂumm national -government decnsubns. ‘.- S U401002 127 .
Halpod in publuc electuqn ampmgn. _ R404005-1 27 .
Signedpetition T L o0 0404006127
- Téeng help decide courses” ¢ = - T ' - R606013-327"
Help decide recess games " * - R506017-327-A -
Help dacide npon topic -, RSOBO‘I 7-327-8
Hcipdecldo field trip S - R606017-327-C
" Help dec:7ja peopie to work with ¢ R608017-327-D
Help dec, * “needfor tutoring ~- . - R6UB017-327-E
E Wrmm‘l Ietter to q”mrnment officnal R604003-127
w the stmanl Prm
L} -'. °.' . .
- How 6o gattier information befora voting - . " U101020327-A -
- Ahformation to obtaip bofore voting " U101020-327-
How President chosn Y . U302002-127
. ' . 67

Ages at Which

Itom Adminissbred
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17 J ~
9. A

o L
17
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1317
1347 .
1317

9

17

7
13

13

17

17
13

9-13~17

1347

1317

1317 '
1397

S 1317

1317
1317
1317

7.
17

137

- ©
.

1317 -7

1317 |
913
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Exaercise Description | ¥ Exercise Numbers . ~ Ages st Which

_ Item Admiinjstered

How one hecomes a senator -, .R302009-127 . : 13
Advantage of multiparty system o U305001-127 17
Advantages of more than one candidate- - R305032-127" _ 1317 .
Why vote in secret ' s . R306003-127 . 1317
Senator is elected to office - o o R406011-327 . , 1317
Haw President nominated _ o ~ U406012-327 . 1317

~Reasons for voting for candidate . U506015;327 1317

! Things to consider before voting ' U504001-127 . . 13-
Recognize Government Officials ' A
Name U.S. President o ~ R300001-127 . 9 .
Name U.S. President _ o . 'R300002-127;1 1317
Name at least one senator or T

representative -7 ~ R300002:127-8-9-10 : 1317
Select President’s picture . h - .R300003- 127 ' . .9
Name state governor- : R300004-127  °~ . 1317
Political party/President o ERR R300005-127 : 1317
. CHAPTER 5. International Affairs S

I-nterest other 'couniries_/trip' ; R 101008-3?7 . g -
Interest other countries/pen.pal - R101010-327 913
Interest other lands =~~~ - - - U101022-327-A-B 913
Interest political events . ) U101022-327-C-D - , 913
Purpose of Common Market R403011-327 13-17
African nations have trouble unifying R405020-327 : 17

. Name of United Nations . ) . R405035-327 A 13-17

" - Goal of United Nations : . U406009-327 - 9-13-17

* . Prevent future wars ” U501002-127 v S A3z
Reasons/interést other countries . uU501003-127 - . ' 137
Settle internatior:al dispute - U501004-127 913

- What is world paace? ' : » : 'R501005-127-A . 9
Dowe haveworld peace? © . . " R501005-127C B
- Purposa of Umted Natuons . - . R®01006-127 o R
’
- “ - . -
] - .
‘ : v - . .
» .l \ “‘ . .




APPENDIX cC-

POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE AND POLITICAL ATTITUDES

In addition 1to- grouping itefiis in the topics that
comprise the chapters of this report, National
Assessment _also summarized results for items that
messured- political . knowlodga or political. attitudes.

3

-,-::-o?‘eomti‘tutioml rights, ‘the structure and funétion of
ant, Ko eluctoral ptoeess ‘and recognition of-
nt'al officials measured political knowledge.

: 17-yaar-olds. the decling in political k

ority of the items concerned with recognition " . approximataly twice the drop in polif

Political knowledge and political attitudes

_declined about equally for - 13-year-olds on both

citizenship and social studies- ~items. H_o ¢, Tor

for both citizenship and, social studie

_ number of S-year-old - utoms ‘was..in o
. support ‘reliable generalizations. Exhibit 14 shows; B

“changes in performance for, 13- and 17-year-dlds on .

‘,.wlitical attitydes were ‘concerned.

valuing eomtitutionar rights; respect for others _knowlodge and ﬂttitllde items oo PR 4_'
_ , "participate in the political process. . _ o .
ns about’ international affairs_ coverod bofh ' ' : ‘ - o
. politleal knowledpnnd attftudes ) '
EXHIBIY 14.'Avmp Performance in the First and Second Asssssments on Citizenship and Sacisl Studies
Measuring Politicsl Attitudes snd Political Knowledge, Ages 13end 17 ; Cov
| Age 13’ _ .
Citizenship - - Socisl Studies
Attitudes Knowledgs . Attitudes . Knowtedge - .

!

1870 1976 Chenge 1670 1978 Chenge 1972 1976 Change - 1972 1978 Chenge

" performench  66%  B1% - .4° 66% 62% 3° . 66% .64% 2 50% 48% -2
" Mumber of jtams . 4.
, Citizonship _ - Socisl Swudies _
, 1989 . 1976 Change 1969 1976 Changse 1972 1976 Change 1972 1978 _Chanpe
Average N o - : , . ’
performance  67% 63%  4° 8 80% 78% 2*°  64%. 69% 5
. i . ‘ - -~ . -
inchudedin. - - ¥ L .o .
W D 18 ! 14 o

i lnd_‘u-a signiticent difference at the .05 level between the first and second Mrmm. .




APPENDIX D : | .

INTERPRETING CHANGES IN 1 DON'T KNOW" RESPONSES

Chaogo;' in the percentage of acceptable re- exercises with "l don‘t know" optlokthis report, -

1

- sponses, which is the major focus of this report, . the three age groups assessed . followed the same
- should be interpreted in light of the changes in the trend: the’ declme ir. acceptable responses was -

percentage responding “| don’t know.” For each accompanied by, bath an increase in ““| don‘t know” -
eo'gnitive multiple-choice exercise, National Assess: - responses and. ah increase in upaceaptable responses, ‘

_ ment includes “| don't know” among the possible. - This means that|the declines in percentages of correct
choieos. Respondents can also- wmé | don’t know" answers most hHely reflect declines, in knowledge and”

" as an answer. to open-ended exgrcises. National -not simply mcreases in willingness to say ‘| don‘t
Ammen.t studiaes have shown that guessmg seems to know. ' .‘ . .

be reduced when the “l don’t know" response is ;
includod prowding a8 more accurate estimate of the - ——Some_smallar_clustgrs _o_gms_qmgm:n the_'_‘
poteontage who actually know the. acoeptable re- chapters did not behave.as. the entirg set ‘behaved at
sponse. o - L . ages 13 and 17; Declines.in mean peroantages were |
' : aceompar{ed by proportionately greater tendencies K
Since there were somewhat fewer acceptable ‘to respcnd “l| don't know’. on iterns related to

responses in -the 197576 ass\ssment than in the respeet for othbrs, valuing constitutional nghts and
1“9—70 and 1971-~72 assessments, we might expect attitudes towaqd other cultures. Since these items

~ more 'l don‘t know"’ responses in 1976-76. In fact, generally asked about student’s attitudes, the- shift
several specific. examples of increases: in “| don’t from positive responses to | don’t know” is more
know' _rasponses were noted for éxercises presented difficult to mlerpmt. It may signal an increase in.
in Chapters 1-5.- In addition, with. a’ decrease in - confusion aboyt values, a growing awareness of the .
acceptable responses we might also see an increase in ' complexity of these issues or less willingness to. reveal uﬂ-=

- unacceptable responses, indicating more misinforma- personal attitudes,

e

. tion or guessing: concermns/ the item assessed. Forall I ~ -
o - ' o aa oom-’jm UG oPTICE: 1978 — m-—u?‘:f’ stM w0, 8
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