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L . INTRODUCTION TO BASIC TEXAS STATE DOCUMENTS REFERENCE
; A ' By/Hobert Walton r Do .
, - Texas State blicdtions Clearinghouse
~ Information Services Division
s \ XAS STATE LIPRARY
. . ’ In order to perrorﬁ adequate TexXasjdocuments reference, it is -

, Decegssary to possess two eSsential quallities. First, an understanding

of state/local government,/ administrative structure, and the Texas

., ‘legislative process. This is important in order to know how to logicelly

L // - - map out a“research stratggy with respect to a particular question or

request. Sebond, it is valuable to havg a great deal of finesse to guide f

. you through those situations where logigal research patterns.are fruitless
- and, as is often the case, the informatfon is hidden in some fSbscure, and

i11usive source, or theSe two qualitids; only tHe first requires further

examination. . : .

- 7 ' . sState governmetit is divided among]legisiative, judieial, and - ]
‘ - .« executive branches. Of the three, thef judicial branch {composed primarily
‘ of the state and district judges) pro ces fewest materials suited-for
’ ] . state documents reference. Unless yours is a law library, most of these .
K . - . leggl gubiications would best be left fto lawyers and experienced law . .
librarians. -

. . " The lfgislative branch 15 made up primarily of the Texas Legislature.
In-the cess of conducting its law paking responsibilities, the .
. legislature generates a sizable ump of material. Laws th elves are
. ‘%n;roduced into one of the two chdmbefrs as bills '(legislation}. Each must -
. - . ¢ read three times on different dates, voted on (and passed) after the
X - second and third readings (unless cerjtain parlimentary procedures are
. L. " imposed), ang signed by the Governor before befomirig law. Should a
. ) partibular b1l Tail during the legidlative frocess, the text of the .
defeated bil}l can only be foynd at the Legislative Reference Library at
the .8%ate’ Capitol Buildipng. ;Laws whilch yass are available from the
. Secretary &f State of t House{Sena e Bill Distributiop Service. At the
. end d¥each legislativefsession, the
Annotated Texhs Statut issueés new
. |, statutes' up~to-date. . ;-

ession Lawsl are printed and Vernon's
cket ' parts’to bring the 'black ’

' o Within /the jg}is ction gf he legislative branch alég fall foun .
C s legislative, support agencies. hese linclude the Legislative Reference
r . /< Library (organized anfi equippdd to handle the special needs of legislators),
V. the Legislative Budggt Board: (produces recommendations to the legislature !
concerning; all aspecgs of budgetary matters), the Legislative Council )
" (assists he Legisl ure and ‘executive agencies in the research and drafting
. . .. of. legisldtion)}, and the State.Auditor (%0 audit state ag%ncies and sverify
.- | . proper expenditures of located sthte funds). The legisliature also .
. ) authorizes and conguets special studies (interim committee reports, house
N . = study pggers ete.) on torits which are of current ihterest and have the

- potential of emer 'ug as an issue during the following legislative session.
« " . L .« 'The executi branch is made up of all the other agencies in state
- .o . .| - governmént and groduces by far the largest volumesof publiished material. P
v - . 4 ', These kgenéiez are usually established by staﬁszory or constitutional law
<, *f” 4 I charging the“agency with certain responsibilitises and 4 description of its
© SN R dutfest ecial commissiong and stufdy councils can also be created by ,
. oy, execut# order of the Governor. ith few exceptions, the duties of
L SN ' , execu e agencies are stuuctured to periorm either #, regulatory or service

LT . . Any discussion of state government would be incomplete without e

I conglderation-of . the regional and local governmental ‘bodies. In 1956 o
the Legislature. organized 24 Regional Councils of Governfients which ag t
primarily #s informational or coordinating centers for governments in,that 3
. region. There are also 2 variety of special districts aiid authoriti s ~
including school. hospital, rjiver authorities, housing a therities. water
distriets and soil conservatioh districts. These are"al valuable
.government éntities created to provide specific services ithin ad rined
gecgraphic area. Y,
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on persons, clties and countlies, industries, state agencies,cete.
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. . Texas. University of Texas Bureau of Business Research. Texas Trade ahd .
) . . Professional Associations and Other)Selected Organizations. 1 51-
) . Austin. Anndal. Includeées pfficinl nhames, addresses,- difectors, .
member statisties, activities, ete. 3% : '
Texas. State Historical Association. Handhook of Texas. MAustin, 1952.
*-Edited hy Walter P. Wehh. 2 volumes and a ‘supplementzl 3rd volume
published in 1976. Encyclopedia format containing general information

Most . 9

*  toples are followed by hrief hihliographies.
- . * *

Texas., University of Texas L.B.J. Scho {1 of public Affairs. Bureau of
Government Research. Guide to Texds State Agencies. 4th edition
dustin 1872., Provides™ the following Inforkation on each current .
state agency: 1.. Legal authority 2., Selection of governing
members 3,, Organization, and ¢. PFunctions. ([The 5th edition will
be released during 1978.] -

O

! -

* ' Texas. Eduecatlon Agency. Texas School Directory. #Annual. Contains
’ intormation ahouf Texas .schools including: officers.and statisties,

acereditation status, direetory of administrators and memhers of
local hoards, azceredited non-puhlie schools, and educational service
, ,center directory. o » : -
. i Texas. Education Agency. Division of Proprietary Schools and Veterans
U - Education. Directory of Schools Certificated Under Texas Proprietary
School *Act and Schools Offering Courses Approved for Veterans. .
: ‘ , ‘Annual.” Part I: List of private certified schools Part II® List
S : ! _ + of Texas' colleges and schools approved for veterans Part 'IIT: Index
3 . : of approved coursesg, for vetbrans. E\\ - ’

*
' [y

‘. Texas. Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations. Handhook of

. Governments in Texas. Austin, March 1973~ . [$25.00 inItial = -

annual cost for updaﬁes] Includes: Seetion I: , State

County Government Section. III: Muniecipal

Special Distriets and Anthorities Section
Federal

cost;$10.00
Government | Section II:
Government Section IV:
, V: «Regional Goverhiments and Agencies Section VI:
. Goverment. Loosagfeaf. e -
~ ] * " b . *e t N
Texas Almapac and State Industrizl Guide. Dallas, A H. Belo Corporation.

, Apnual. Topicaﬁy arranged. Indexed.
Texas Electrie Cooperatives, Inc. Directory of Texas Electric_ggg Telephone |
b Cooperatives. Austin. nual.” Electric utilities by .colinty, mliles -+

of line and managers. profiles of each utility company including

: address, directors, and technical statisties.. Profiles similar to { -
electric cooperatives are provided for each telephone cooperative.

* L}

. B . % -, .
. Texas. University of Texas Bureau of Business, i'lesearql:}%‘ ‘Atlag of Texas,
: i Austin, 1973. Includes geographical, phy$ical, poptlation.
" - b agricultural, mining, manufacturing maps and & statistieal appeigdix
. I on population. . N .

“ Texas State Directory, 1946- . Austin. Biennial. Privately published, .
Texas agencles listed in alphabetical order, includin® for each

| agency the elected and appointed officials with phbtos, titles,
address, tenure. Includes 2 section on 'state employees,; giving

| address, hometown, and employing agency. Neéxt, section li.sts cities

. in Texas with population and. name of mayor, sect10q‘on,cgambers 05/4

|

Commerce, and section om county offieials. -

(Qexas. Highway Department.® Planning and Research pivisiyﬁ. List of
, , Texas Cities, Towns, Communities and Railroad Stations by Co %t%es.
ct . L . Austin, 1973Ry, . . e f .

s Fi

g ' ‘,'k Texas. University of Teéxas Bureau of Business Rgsearch. Director of
- Texas* Manufaoturers. 2 volumes. JAustin. Annualt Coptains ¥ourl
E . main sections: 1.. Alphabetical section *2. .Geographieal section
. ‘- 3. product.‘section 4, Index of products., ‘," v i ’
. : ,"‘ . * Texas. State Board of Thsurance. List of Insurance Companies Under the

' Supervision of the State Board of Insurance.: ‘Austin. Anmual.
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: / Texas. State Bar. Professional Development Program. ) .

Advanced’ Civil Trial Course, 2 volumes and s.supplement, 1978.

Advancgd Estate Planning & Probate, 1877,
Advancﬁd Fami Ly Law Course, 0.4,

Texas Consumer Law~For General ggactitioners. 1977.
Texas Corporation Law~For General Practitioners, 1977. -
Texas an£i¥ Practice Manual, 1977. Vv :

Texas Menta Healfﬁ'Commltments, 1978, .
Sama%es. i977. . a ‘
vironmental Law Update, 1978. ’

Inteérnational Law for General Practitioners. 19%7,

Marriage Dissolution in Téxas, 1971. . .
e-Triagl. 19¢7.. __ . ‘ -
Real Estate Law, 1977.7, -~ .~ . . ]

. . : J
‘Smith, Dick. How 311%3 Become Laws in Tesas. 4th edition. 1972.

Austisk, Univers ty of Texas Institute of Public Affairs. Brief '
parrative description of the legislative process in Texas. }L

Vernosn's Annotated Texas Statutes. “1925< . Bt. ?aul Minp:; -West - - - - -
. ! ~ Publishing Coppany. . LReferred to as the "Black Statutes" which °
< ‘ supercedes the “Red Statutes” which are not annotated.] Annotated ]
Lo \ with library citations and references, historical notes on the:

! L development of the law and cross references. to other related statutes.
. 4
- L Texas. Secretary of -State. Texas Register Di sion. Texas Begister.
Jan. 1976- . Published twice weekly. “includes Governor appoint-
ments, Attornéy General opinions, proposed and adopted agency rules, s
and announcements of open meetings. . N
t

-

) . n ° West's Texas Statutes and oges. 5 volumes (1974) -and 2 volume supplement k
1 : E19775 3t. Paul, Hinn., West Publishing Company. Not annotated.
» .7 lGreen Statutes]. . . \

,1-:(‘1

' &; General and Special Laws of the State of Texas.['Session daws'].* (1846- °).
' ' Austin. Published bIennially or after each session. Laws arranged
. .- in order as signed into law by Governgr. Also contains effective
. dates, veto proclamations, resolutions, constitutional amendments

proposed, bills vetved, and index. 3

’ o LTexas State Codes]. Anticipated publication date 197349. Colorado
Springs, Colorado. Shepards Publishing Company. A codification of

Texas statutes. . .

Texas. ﬁxto;ney General. Index and Tablés to the Opiniong of ihe Attorney
General of Texas, 1947-70. dAustin, 1970. 627pp.

. Texas. Attorney General. Digest of Opinions of the Attornez Generdl. .
. Annual. Austin. Arranged by opinion numﬁ-r and indexed. .

Texas. State Library. Library Laws of Texas. Austin, 1972.° 85pp. -
Contains all statutés pertal'?fk to ITbraries in Texas. ’

*  fTexas. State Board of Insufance. Texas Insurance Code with Reldted Acts
and Rules of Procedure. Austin, 1976. Tenth edition. Contains index

- to insurance cods and relateé acts.

Texas. Education Agency. Tex¥s Public School Law Bulletin. Austin: 1973."'
Contains Texas Education Code with index o laws affecting public: :
school education. /fp - ' e

PR A -

Texas. Department of PUblic Safety. Texas Motor Vehicle Laws. Austin.

Annual. ] .

.

Toxad General. Opimions. Rendered on the request of 2 sthte
. or local offiecial. rovide Texas statutes
prior to_ cdhrt -action ahd are subject to coupt overrule., ‘
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' JEGISLATIVE, T co .
Texes. Legislatire. Senate. Journal. Austin, 1846- . PubTished

Biennially with daily issues Firing the legislative session with
f ‘ bound volumes ineluding index' issued at the close of each sessioh.
; -~Contents similar to House Journal

Texas. Legislature., House of Representatives. Journal. Austin, 1846-
Published biennially with daily issues during the legislative session
with bound volumes including index issued at the- close of each sesgion.
Includes bill .captions, index of bills and resolutions by author, -
history of Hquse biIls. history of HeuSe concurrent resolutions, 1
- history of ,8enate bills in House. !

. Texas. Legislative Counpil. Accggglishmentscgﬁ‘the == Legislature: A
. Sommery. 1961-. . Published blennially after each session. -

ranged by subject area. . - ﬁ
Texas. Legislature.. MHembers of the Texas Legislature, 1846-1962. Austin,
196 Y

"

Council of State Governments State Elective Officials and the Legislatures.)
Lexington, Kentueky. 1935-— ~, “Anoual. Includes state officials,
Justices of the courts and members of the legislatures.

CONSTITUTIONAL

Texas Constitutional Revisi@n Commission. A New Constitutionm for Texas:
Text, Explanat #on, mmentary... . Austin, November 1974. Presents
text of the 'New Constitution‘, biographies of constitutional
revision commission, and index of parts affected.

Texas- Advisory Commission on Intdrgovermméntal Relations. The Texas, _
Constitution: 4 Reorganization and Simplifieation Without ut subitantive ]

+ Change. BAustin, December 1973. 3.00. The Texas constitution
presented topically, recast into modern English without substantive
changes 1n the mean ng of its provisions. .

n Intergovernmental Relations. The Consti-’
exas. An Annotated and Comparative Apalysis.
Contains 7 factual presentation of the origins,
historieal development, and contemporary mesaning of eae

section of
e constitution and xlso provides interpretive comment eachv
gection by various contributing legal experts. . in

Texas. Constitutionil Comwention, 1974. Journal (2 voiumes) and
i Proceedings (2 volumes). Bound cumulation. Record of all votes and
“index inecluded.. ” v

Texas. Advisory Commis 0n
tution of th
Austin, Jugu 977.

e

Texas. Legislative Council. Constitutional Amendments.Analyzed.
Austin, 1958- Analysis, both pro-and con, on each amendment to
the Texas constitution prepared prior to each electiqn.

hool or Publiec Affairs. The -
§tructure of the State. 3
Broressor Emmette;

TExas. University of Texas L.B.J.
Constitution of Texas and the Adminig rative
.Austin, 1973. Student semipnar report coordina
8. Redford.

REGIONAL/COUNTY/LOCAL B T.oaL

Tsxas. Industrial Commission. General Community Profiles. Compliation of{
statistical data on over 500 different Texzs cities. Each Profile -
includes information on only one city and provides information sueh
ag labor fofee statisties, POPulatiqn characteristies, economie
st__istics,.transportation; ete, )

/Perry Printing Company. Information Guide on County Government. Hidland,
© fTexas. Updated annually. Contalns information on eounty,corporate
rights and powers, county conmissioners eourts, county finance, ®
I budgets, and county public services and policies.

Texas Municipal League. Salaries of Pexas Hunicipal Officials and Em— _
Plyees. Annual, ‘austin. ] , U

tj’
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Texss uunicipal League. Directory of Texas Gity Officials. Austin.
Annual. (published each spring following the April aelections. Gives

name of elected officianls, chief administrative employeeés of . - o

. incorporated cities and towns. Inecludes population, county, city *

Ys * ’ bzall address’, zip code, telephone number, time of city conncilxor.ﬁ Y.
commission meeting) ; e

STATE GDVERNMENT FINANCIAL AND STATISTICAL INFORH&TIDN b

The basic source for agegcy rinancial information is the qgency audit
. (in the case of state supported colleggs and universlzjip-_ financial -

L

i
Rl

report) which includes a descriptida and®evaluation of Aeal property

.of the agency, legal authority under which it operat board tiembers

namesg and terms, major divisions and functions as well as financial .

status. . 4. - . .
(?bTexaa. Comptroller of Public Accounts. ' i N '1

Annual Report. 2 volumes. Austin, Texas. Property va}uations for

‘counties, tax dollections, ete. : .

City Sales and Use Tax Allocation S arz Monthiy. " Austin. A

1ist of Texas cities which sﬁows net payment from les tax to each -

! city. C ..
Sales Tax Analysis by County-Code. Quarterly. " Austip. Gives Y
number of reporting outlets by county, with gross sales, gross - 7
‘* o axable sales, ete.,.for each county in Texas.
Sa133*$ x Analysis by SMS& and SIC. Quarterly. 1Austin{o A list of

‘SNSAs Tn Texas with information about
gross sales, gross taxable saled,

her &f reporting outlets,

- -

) X Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts Texas Tax Guide. 2 volumes.
.t . Austin. 1977, $25.00. Rules afd regtlations about all forms of '
L . state taxation in Texas. Updated\r ularly by subscriptxpn ]

+

'Texas . Legielative Budget Office. Fiscal SizZe Up: Texas Skate Services
- 19 - ____ Biennium. iennally.” Aust inf Providés Jnrormation on ~ .
programs and services \provided by state government.

- -~ Texas. Educat on Agency. Research Office. ﬂnnual Statistical Regort.
. Annual. ublished in 2 parts and contains statistics on pupi
personnel, school transportation, proressional personnel district
, finances, and taxakle property. , .- N L
. s — S

P . Texas, University of Texas Bureau of’%usiness Research. Buildin
. Construction in Texas. Monthly. Pahlished as a supplément to ' .

¢ Texas Business Review contains detailed statistical data on ) .
° bul 1ding permits'issued in Texas cities.

Texas. Department of Community Affairs. FACS (Family andnchild‘gtatistics)
) . Information System. Austin. Updated eve: every. six months and issued as )
l ' 254 separate reports, one for each Texas county Contains eﬁatistical -

g LY

data pertinent-to needs of young children and” their ramilies.
( .
- : L Texas . Judicial Council Texas Judicial Couneik - - Annual Regort: .
i Statistical and other ;g on the State judicial System. ,~ -
Austin. Annual ns a 1arge quani quantity of statist cs (usually
- . "broken down’ by county) including: sty istics of court activity,
. g - . directories, and types of cases Randle hy district county, o, L
: justice of the péace ard muricipal courtsla\s v . 3
i

-

>

Texas. Governor's Office. Criminal Justice Di Cfimipal Justice .

/ . Pla for Texas. Austin. Annual. Review of tdtist cs of all aspects .J
L. crime and C crime preventiqn in Tcxas and major—metropol tan areas.

/ .

SR BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND GENERAL REFERENCE TOOLS . = . A o -

° n/ . Texas. Health, State Department of . gg gita tat{stic ' .Annual. - o]
. ) Austin. o . .

? P N R =

‘ . . LR -
Texas.  Agriculture, Depariment of. Crop and Livestock Reporting Service.

Cash Receipts from the Sale of Téxag Farm Commodities. Austin. nual.]
Report on farm income from the sale of all” farm products in Teéxas by i

., crop-reparting district. Bredks dowh the farm inedmn into crops, v 4
" - livestock, government payments, ete. . i
N } Texas Cottog Statisties. .Austin. #Annual. Report of Texas’ couhty

: . acreage and yicld for all.cotton nnd also :or irrigated apd - sn
i : .o irrigated.cotton separately Y.

L ‘,‘ . . ' 1
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. T ] ) Texas . Agriculture, Department of Crop and Livestbcﬁ aéporxing Service.
e T R " (Continued) 4 . ’ -

. year.

Texas Vegetable Statisties™ Austin. nnual. ;nformatioh°on Texas

vege;a le” prpduct:on'ﬁy commodity and area harvested. Also gives,

the acreage of vegetgbles county. .- ’ LY
Texas Library Association. Refedence Roundtabie._ fustin, 1975 ,Texas

United Statesxﬁkblﬁrary of Congre

Austin, Aéricultural statistics

- L]

"Pexas Couhty Statisties. }Annual
by counfy in Texas. |
Texas Cro -weathequ Austin. Anrual.
in Texas by Lrop, and geograp ic areh.
weither and precipisation for the weaek.
Dairy Statisties. -ﬁustin ‘Avfnual. A report or Texas dairy
production given by crop-reporting distriet ind by county. Includes
statisties on value, number of:cows,“mumber of dairy farms, ete.

* Texas Field Crop Statistics. Austin.} Annu Report on Texas field
crops by crop-reporting district. Gi[es acreage. yield per harvested .
-acre, and production by county. ' ]
Texas Fruit and pecan Statistic§.' &us-in Annual. Maps, charts, and
grapﬁs on rruit and pecan production if Texas by crqb-réport;ng '
distrgct apd edunty. . } ) . ,
Texas Livestock Statisties. Austin, Ahnual. Livestodk dita on Texas

by crqp-reporting striet. Includes inférmation on the number of
farms with livestock and gives a breakdown of cattle, hogs, sheep
and lambs ete. Charts and graphs are iheluded.

Texas Poultry Statistics. Austin. Annugl. Report of estimates
by Texas counties for hens and pullets, ggs, broilers and turkeys.
Texas Prices Received & Prices Paid by Farmers.. Austin. Annual.’
Report showing monthly prices received by ifarmers from 1955 to the

Weekly reports on Crop progress*
Atso glves the statewlde -

-

Inkcluded are both commodities used in pfoduction and commodities )

used in family living. 3
Texas Small Grains Statisties. Austin! An nxl: Maps and’ charts
showing data on small grain production in Teéxas By eyop-reporting
distriet.”- Includes data on amount .of the erep planted, harvested,
yield per atré, average price during the seagon, and value of

«~Production:

Reference Sources; A Selectiv ide. Arrdnged by subject anﬁ indexed. ]

. Honth1¥ Checkliist of State Puhlica- .
Tt ~ $ s . "tions. Washington D.C. 1910 ont Aongal cumulation. A .
~, B Sselective listing, by state, of state publicati ns received &nd N
! cataloged by the Library of Congress. .
- . oo Texas. University of Texas Bureau of Busindss Research. Texas Sources:. A o
‘ ' . Bibliograph Austin, 1976, Bibliography Series No. 1 Topically
1 , ¢ . arranged. ~h‘# . Voo '
' : Texas. .State Library. Library Developments Division..
] T . - . Texas Bublic Library Statisties. ‘Annual. i i .
- Texas Special Library Statisties. , Biennial- o !
“ i . Texashggaaemic‘lerarg_gtatistics. Bi?nnial. -
. . i POLITICS/GOVERNMENT: - CURRENT " el f . .
Co . : Aystin Report-Vol: 1, No. 1- Austin, Long News Service, Nov 194@-
e ‘r Weekly. " Excellent, reliablé & 5. .Items on pplitics 'add .
' T government. *Coversge of people, dvents, state studiés,’ federal X
! _— ‘ 1teps of interest(ig?Texas. Newsletter. , o
-~ L - . . - . . '
oL - Texas Observer Vol. I- Aus¢in, 1906. @rtnightly. 1954 marks the
'y R 4 — advent of the present format, name_and toge. LiberaliDemocrat.
b wf “ Coverage of politieal and soecial issues I'n Texas. Unabasbedlly
Ve, 7 . . opinionated. Only indexed source of political activities and,
| . ‘politiciéns, gﬂ:ﬁrnmeﬁt ofricials. Self-index annually. CUmulative
- o . index, 1954r70 ¥y Susan Reid. \
r " b
- . . . N s
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puhii hes a
resear her, including:

1.

he Teigs $tate Pubnications-Clear{nghduse at the Texas
numbér or‘valuhble'materials to assist the state

tate Library
ocumept $
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- ggﬂié State- Documents.,‘uonthly. Monthly,lis; of all state documents
received by the Clearinghouse., - -

- Texas Btate Dociments %‘_1!:19 Hdex" Quarte‘ny, » . ) R
- Texas State Documents Subject Index. Bil-monthly.

- Texns Stute Documents Classificatiod and Almost Compleat List of Texas
State Agencies from Statehood to the Preseat, by Brenga Olds. 1975, Th

¢lagsification scheme wis ado pted by the Toxas State Lihrary for usé 1in

" administering. the state documents program.

e

In addition to these state dOcument tools, several puhlications
have been issued by the Texas State Library which provide infgrmation
about the officlal depository network of state documents in. Texast

- Texas State. Documents: The Develogment of a Program. By ‘Dale Propp
and Robeft Walton, January 1978, Revised edition.

- Texa’s State Documents Depository Surveg 1977 : fnding& apd Results,

By Robert Walten and Dale Propp, March 78.- . .

is
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A "Policg Interpretation" of Section 504 _issued August 14; 1978, 1 .
"by the Department of Health Education and welfare states: ‘
The Secretary believes that the standard is flexible enough
to pemit recipients to devise ways to make their programs acces- . ,
sible short of extremely expensive or impractical physical changes - -
in fecilities. Accerdingly, the section does not allow for .waivers.
It should be pointed out that this same “Policy Intérpretation” considers _
the subject'of carrying handicapped p‘qzrsons in order te achieve program . )
bility:
\ Carrying is an unacceptable method...except in two cases.
Filst, when program accessibility can be achieved only’ through .
stxuctural changes, carr;{ing may serve as an expedient until con- 2
tion is completed. Second, carrying will be permitted in /
ifestly exceptional cases if carriers are formally instructed -
on the safest and least humiliating means of carrying and the ser-
vice is provided in a reliable manner. s
L - P . .
In sumary, it is rot necessary to make structural chqnges. in exist-

* mg famlzties if other methods are effective in acmemng progmm acces-' .
8zbt2'&t‘y Thus, the law does not require the elimination of all architee- ~ ~ .
tural barriers for handicapped persons in ea:wtmg bmldmgs. Jerry Rampel,

. $
Program Manager, Vocational Hehabi}itation, State of Oregon, points out
that "‘th_{s .is probably the biggest misunderstaxiding abcmt Section 504 that
ex:fsts‘ at this time." The major concept 1s that the program\nmsb be avall-
able ‘to and usable by handlcapped persons. With regard to exlstmg fam,ll-
't:i&a Section- S04, S{@'art C, is a "program access" law rather than & N
"barrier-free' law. -, R . ;
Yoanna Cole 111ustrates a program accessﬂ?ahty reqflest in this rea- . l
sonable but, assertive statenent. - e _ ' -,
, - If tb:ere was a.class on the third floor that I really -
wanted to take, I would’ask that it be put where I cpuld get
. . R \ . . ) . @
- 7 i
L] [ ! .




L4 L \ *
f ]
N . L ] -
v . ' A - . . _
! i to it. ‘We--the school and I«-should figure olit a compromise. . \ .
. It would: be outrageous bf me to ask that the building be torn ¢
& down or completely xemodeled, But <at least “if the school : / . L,

would -lgneet.me halfway, I would be able to take that class

It muld be 1mvfu1 and appropriate for a school to relocate a class 3 @ .

*

to make it available to a student in a whee—'lchalr It muld\be neither
S ~
1awfu1 nor - appmprlate were the scmal S response to result ,m a oonoen-
i . -
tration of handicapped students in ohe - area. )
. X ,

- * r
T e - 2 A
B

. ‘_
B. SmINSchools ~ - - : v .

"School districts'!shguld be aware that 1%' they lrh:ju}e fewer ‘than fif—,}

teen employees they may, ai’ter consultation with a handicapped student -
{ ‘and the parents, refer the student to a;nother schoo]: distr:.-.ct ‘that has
| aocessmle facilities. This is in the event that there is no ‘method.of

.‘\.

eomplymg short of sig'u1f1ca.m| ba.ulcling alteratlons Oregon and other

rural states have numemd“s smll school distrlcts It n'ay Be appmprlate

for a.ny such district that has a ‘student in a wheelcha:i.r to arrange for

the student to attend a near-by barrier-free schodl. ** . - s s )
o ‘ U S ‘ 'y

C. Time Line . o )

4 N - - .

. The "Rules’and Regulations" were signed by Joseph Califano, Secretary’
. " E L .

of the Bepartment of Health, Bducation and “elfere,on April 28, 1977, and

became effective May 4, 1977. Non-stmctural changes were to have been LT

e _made within ‘60 days That Js, program aocessmﬂity poss1b1e withcmt re-

*
N

modeling should have been accomplished by July, 1977 Congress allomed
‘ three years for strueturalmchangee needed Yo achieve program accessibility ' ;

for handifzapped persons. lE!uildifngs alterations should thus be ‘complete by ) .
" June, 1980. - | o - . . - L

o
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The August 14, 1978, "Policy Interpretation” of Section 54

.C, by the Departnent of Health, Education and Welfare, states fhat "the )
absence of mobility nmaired-persens residing in an are} cannot be used
as the test of whether programs and act1V1t1es must be made accessible. /" .
In other ugrds the sta.ted time line cannot be delayed u.nt1l handicappéd

persons move into the school d1stnct ThlS would ignore the needs OJ
per;sons terporar1ly disa.bled and those who msh to mve intp the area

1
D. ' Transition Plan ' L '5 H.

It structural changes to school bu1ld1ngs are needed in order to
make scmol programs accessible, Section 504, Subpart C, requires that

a tran51t1on plan be developed within six rronths of the effectwe date

o by December 1977) that specifies those ¢ es. It is particularly
) rd

signi:hcant that the "Rules and Regulatmns' 'epecify that the transition

. .. plan be\develOped with the asswta.nceg handlcapped persons' or orgamza—

tions repreeentmg handlcapped persons, Such eonsultation m:Lght av01d

& mtuation wh:Lch Yoanna Cole de$¢r1bes\h'ﬁlf ST ‘
- L ‘ v S r
. There is a restroom downtown that he grab bars in the .

right places and the right width, but it's not accessible because
» the door won't close when I:enter with my wheelchair. That's not

e

Bood—I can’'t use it. 'Often when you follow dimple, blueprints o

the result is not a- barrier—free bmldmg )
' Attenpts have been made e.nd will oontinue to be mide to codify all -
that needs to be done to canply vuth Section 504 Subpa.r't C. School lead-

N

) ers my follow thece codes and assume that theyihave met the letter o,l.’ the

la,w but the ‘real test of "prog‘rg'n aoceSS1b111ty” is by handlcapped indi-

L O A
viduals. AsJ Jerry Rempel. warns, "1f the handlcapped person can 't use the

o f
: facll1ty‘ you may have a d1scr3mmat1on complamt against -your school n

.' * ‘ o ’ - o8
v e -0 '
\-éﬁ-
‘ _;? j . ¢ o
» T o . .q' . .
) ‘a 4 10 ~ v E
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; fa.c111ties should help avmd oostly mistake.s

TI:;e sssistanoe' of handicapped persons in the developmnt'.of the
transition plan is. nnactical from a financial point of view, too. [There
are recent acoountfof schools with expenmg new- elevators that have
doors too narrow fo;' wheelchairs; replumbed and remdeled restroom fa-
cilities when the ‘elimination of just ome partition ‘and one toilet stool
would have sufficed; and newly installed concrete ramps without any level
landing SO that an individual in a meelchaii- is unable to open the door.
The mvolvenent of handicapped persons in planm.ng and "trial use" of the
v
‘ A tra.nsitlon plan is to specify the steps necesSary to ccmplete
the architectural changes. The plan should: ° _ 2

1. Identif physical obstacles in- facmt;&ﬁs that ;limit t
. accessibility to the handicapped "

_ 2. Describe in detail the methods that will be used to
make the-facilities ascess1b1e,

3. ‘Specify thé schedule for taki‘ng the steps to achie\(e
program a.coessibllity, .

4 Indicate the- person responsible for implementation of
the ~plan.

. ’I'he Oregon Archxtectural Barrlers Councﬂ is a non-prof it organiza—
tion w1th the stated purpose of aidihg in the elimination of attitudlnal
and architectural barriers in the State of'I Oregon. = Its members have in-
dzcated a willingneﬁ to 88?181: schools and Oother agencies develop transi-"
tion “plans. OAEI also mgintains a wide seléction of written rre.terlals
that will be loaned to interested school leaders Thetr, address is: 3214
S.E. Holga.te, "Room _3_1& Po_rtland, ‘R fe_r_zbz_oz (phone 503-2314977).

-
- o '
~
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E. Self-Assessment-€heckl ists

R e

' One way to, identjfy the physical barriers that make schbols inacces-
v \Stble s to use a comrehensive checklist as a self%assessment. The Ore-’
gon Architectural Barriers Council hes.developed 2 "CHecklist for Barrier-
. Free Design.” OARC developed the checklist from ’the 6regon Uniform Build-
ing Code and the Amemcan National Standards Instltute (ANSI) Copies of
thJ.s checklist are "available from the Oregon Archltectural Barriers
Counml
Three additional suivey forms are found in "Barrier-Free School Fa~

cﬂities for Handlcapped Students," an Bducatmnal ‘?esearch Service A1d

. The Bibliography on, page 35 includes ordermg mfomra.tmn These check—
lists are from the Natjenal Easter Seal. Society for Crippled Children and
Adults, the North Caroli.na bepartment of Insurarice, mtg;lorado State - '

‘Umversity They were not des:.gned spec:dlcally for school use but can

' be adapted for surveys of educational :Eamllties

Richard Clelland, in Section 504: Civil Rights for the Handicapped,

‘has also developéd a checklist based on the ANSI Standards. Unlike the
. previous four checklists, 'i/t' is espet':ially“desi'gned',forwschools. This
checklist 15 reprinted in this Bulletin with the permission of the pub-
Lisher, the American Associition of School Am::;}sti-ators:,, _ The checklist
' is in Appendix B. | ‘
. . Jesse Fasold, Associate Supermtendent for Special Education, State

E"

= "of Oregon, was asked with regard to Section 504, Subpart C, "'where does
a scﬁoollsuperi&endent sts;.rt?" His response was: ' [ -
; . T . ‘ r - -
f

. -.11_ ‘ . "., .
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. o I think we ought tO start with a checKlist and get things in .

. order. If we begin with the checklist, we have set in motion the .o f
ability to be in substantial compliance with the provisions of -
this ‘law. . .you have an opportunity /to moke a facility survey and
-outline a plan‘in which you indicate your,intention to comply by
1880. v
Aftgr a survey tool has been selected and )the survey oonducted for

those buildings requirmg structural changes, the actual steps ant1c1pated
to make the facilities accessible should be described in detail. If the
time requlred to accamplish these steps is longer than a year, 1dent1fy
the steps that will be taken ing each year of the transitmn period.

, The d1str1ct will also need to designate dn ind1v1dual as the person re-

spopﬁble?? inplementation of the transition plan

¥

/

F. Program Acoes-,S°for Blind or Deaf Persons

N
t ‘Some advocacy groups are 1n1:erpretmg the "program a.cceasib111ty" . .

requirement of Section 504 to include special needs Qf persons with andi—sv’\
- E

tory or v inpairments as well as those with general physiéél ha.rdi—

caps. Thein proposed interpretation is t}.iat in order for a program to be
classified acca‘ss:.ble, an mterpreter would be needed for the deai

and bhraille h

terials for the blind The financialQ/}‘tcations of this
interpretation are mmense

Two import points should be kept in mind .by school;leaders

. with rege‘a.rd to deaf or blind persons. First, sensory inpainmnts are usu-
S~V ally not total blihd persons generally have scme vision and deaf persons

often _ha.ve scane heary

be'a printrder
child may rgad lips

ken English into sign\anguage. i

For e:canplehugally blind student may actually
of sufficient residual vision. A hearing impaired
ustely and not need an interpreter to translate spo-

In such situations, the .teaﬁhef simply .
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e

persons w‘r_:o(need manual ication.

abildty of an interpreter for the deaf.

E

. L4
» . .. . - 3 N

faces the hearing mpavzl’:red child and speaks distinctly, However, every
. < :
handicapped child must have an "individualized education plan'" based on

_his or her particular neéds as required by P.L. 94-142. These "I.E.P.s"

may or may not specify -that braille ;Ls required or that an interpreter
is needed. In short, if the speei;i'?,: pequivements for a legally blind

or deaf child are met by thet I ,L’P outline, it would seem that "program

' aceessibility” -requirements for ‘that ch'é@d algo are met.

Second,. sensory impairments are quite rare. For example, only

. three out of every 10,000 children are blind. If a school district
does have blind ar deaf childrén in its a'ttendénce area, their educa- X

t:.onal needs must ‘be met as spemfled in P.L, 94-142, but it would. seem

unwise to oon51der hlring a brallllst for the blmd or an mte:preter
a

for the deaf before an I.E!P, is developed.

In the "Rules and Regulatmns" (see Appendlx A) there is a "Notice"

(8 84.22 (:E)) which reql;:.res schools to be Sure that all persons, includ-

-

ing the visually impaired and hea‘hng impaired, are able to obtain infor- -

mati about the "senvices, actlvlties, and facilltles" of the school.
This could ‘be accm]plished through lotal radio or television announce~
ents for the blird. and wrltten newspaper notices for the deaf. It would
be approprlate to indicate to the wmnm_ity tha.t, if given notice, the
school \g'i'lg."h@vg an interpreter at public meetings for hearing impaired

'S:

larly, board meetings can be

taped in the event that a visually i

scr:‘!'pt. (I\ietther pfocess is ‘partiqulai' expensive, although the avail-

L]

S '

N
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Various sou'roes mdicate that from 10 1o 12 percent of tr(e popula— o~

tion im the U.S. have scme disability Most do not need any adaptation to

| L

make facilities Psable or accessible. Schools should locate school patrons

in the district with handicaps that muld prevent their participation in

“

. school functions\Ask their suggestions for ma.kmg school facilities a.vail-
able a.r;d usaple in t\he most efficient and econcamical my Make adaptations

f

on an mdi\ridual basm W'.l.th advice fmm handicapped patrons Large d;l.StI'lc‘tS

could have a ooncentration either of heari'ng impaired or V1sua3.1y impaired

/ T 4
pensons tha,t warrant special amplifg.ers “in the beard room or braille .
copies of athe f:oard agenda This v.ould seem unlikely in small districts

Conflicting mterpretations of the "Rul?s a.nd Regulations" regard.mg

&

..se ry impaired persons oont::.nue to confuse this particular isdue. Until

?( /

cmcases give school leaders additional guidance, it seems prudent
tba the "Rules and Regulations” thanselves be used by schools as a guide

ra]:fier than discrepa.nt 1nterpretations

\ - ' IV Pr@nmccessibility » New Construction . Pl
1 — -
* / Cde / “
f I know that there are people Sé.Ylnb "'we doﬂ't have any handi—
capped people going-to our school-- cha.nge it?™ It is because '

2 someday there will be--maybe tomo
- ‘ ' T SR L *- > Yoanna Cole -

ﬁ
f ; ' Section 504, Subpart C. Here the law is unequivocal regarding aocessibility-—

* f

R new facilities (or ney parts of facil: ties) mst be "pedily aooess1b1e ,

Congress had’ tomorrow in mind W].'!?A.t considered new t'.onstruction in -

to and usable by%and.tcapped persons " '1_‘ exigting facilities it is a
\ gliestion of "progrcan accesszbzlzt@kﬁn facilities, the -buildénge must -

-14-
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. be barrier-free. New buildings are those where construction began after

. May 4, 1977, 3chools as,recipients of federal funds must design and con- ]
o - ) s et ! ¢
. struct buildings which can be used by physically handicapped persons.’
. . I's .
. Any alteration of school buildings shall, "to the .maximm extent

e ]

. ,feasﬂale " provide’ access for handlcapped persons in the altered pgrtion

“of the bu:l.lcl:.ng For @{ample hn alteratlon of ceilings in a.n exiSti%

’ bhuilding will not require that doorways be widened, but if a wall opening

"'is remodeled it must be wide enough for wheelchairs.’ |

The '"Rules and Reg-ulations" indicate that schools will have canphed

if design, construction, and alteratlon conform v:lth the "American Watlon-
al,Standard Speclhcatlons for Making Bulldmgs and Fagilities Access:lble
to, and Usable by, the Pmrs:lcally Handicapped ‘' published by the American
National Standards Institute, Inc. §gc1;ion 504 allows deviation from
"these standards shen "it is clearly evident 1;ha.t equiva.lentraecess to the

faci;lgfy. . .is thereby provided." Bui plans that are reviewed by

e handicapped persons are lesM apt to have architectural bar-

ijll be costly to remove later.

More Barriers: Attitudes, Monéy,” Commnication

-

AN
—

. Sanetimes there are not only architectural barriers but
attitudinal barriers, too. -People don't know wiy they have tg
change their buildings and they get upset because it costs a 1613
I'm for cha.ng:.ng the attitudinal barriers first because once those
are changed I think everything else w111 fall into place.

; Yoanna Cole.

A The :lclea that every child—regardless of race, cr@d or oolor--has a
right to an education 'is now an accepted bdlief in our ooun’try "Open d.ooré

! ) . ' s
”

-15- - EE .
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for all children" is part of ‘the ideal of the American common school. =

Handicapped persons had asked that these doors be opened wide enough for .

. -, . [
thean, too. “hen their request was not met voluntarily, legislation in the
' form of Sectjon 504 resdltéd School leaders rna.y wish to make school pro- !
) grams accessible because they believe 1t is r1ght because school patrtms, /

want it, or beca.use of legisla#ive dlCtLH'II\ Regardless, it is'quite evi-.

dent that struct/ufal modifications to remove architectural barriérs will
- A

be ‘a contimj,nfg/ priority for most school districts.
"Can /séoo,l leaders meet the needs and wants of handicapped people

with efficient planning and econamical school governance? The crunch

comes when costs are considered. The Natfonal School Boards Association
;stin;atm that it would take $1.7 billion f:)r elementary and secondary '
schools Fo to cogply fully, with Section 504 regulations. Uther estimtes
are substantlglly below, this. In August, 197&, a mntract was let by the
Department of Health, Education and Welfare to fomulate a cmapllance
cost estimate for 50.school districts. Congress used the abae;tce ‘of re-

liable cost estimates as the reason not to allocate federal funds to pub-

,110 s%hools for removing architectural barrlers Presment Carter's fis—

cal 1979 budget carried a réquest for $50 million for barrier removal for

LR T * . ]
colleges a.nd universities, 'but no funds for elanentary and secondary

schools. - In short, the June; 1980 deac;lline for program accessibility Te-

~mains but there are no federal dolla.rs -to help. ﬂhen he signed the "Rules

A

by

b

and Regulations," Secretary catifano stated:

: discriminatory practioes and providing equal access to
. programs may involve.major burdens on some recipients. Those burdens
and costs. . .provide no basis for exemption from Section 504 or this

regulation: Congress'! mandate to eng discrimipnation is clear.

.

~16~
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‘be budge'ced for barrier—free constmction Other stzmlates are as low

'rece.nt heamngs in the sgte concernmg handlc;apped ch:.ldren and alleged

New construction will not pi‘ésént the. same difficulties as ba.r‘rier“;v B

&

and Property l‘\tta\nag;ement Deparﬂnent of Health

ing buildings. The Officé of Facilities, Engineering S
gcatlon and Welfa.re 5

suggests that one-h.alf of one percent of the total new oonstructa.on cost

:~,as one-tenth of one percent of total .oosts. : o

}\ ' - .. ) * * ‘b ) . *
1—-\'. School leaders are challenged to conform to this federal mandate
i Al N + .

without additional funds. A'_‘clc‘as'e reading of the' 'Rules and Regulations',
as well‘. as cammunication with the ha.ndicépped cahmnity will prevent un- .
necessary ekpenditures while str1v1ﬁg for program accessibllity Good
ocmmmmatlon nught help to prevent legal actlon too An official of

the Oregon itate Department of Ethcatmn was heard cc:mentlng on the six

vmlations Of P.h. 94-142: » S > Y
’ 2 - - ER . :
If there had been good cammm.catlon with the parents and, & P,
.. if they had been assured that school officials wanted to do’ "all
they could, none of those sltuatiens muld have reached the
courts. R . .
t o
Section 504 reflects the gové?ment's intent that unfaf‘[‘r barriers

to self—sufflclency of the handlcapped be removed by full foroe of the N
law. Resourceful school leaders w111 de\rlse ways to open school doors

v'.ri.clt'-jf"S for ha.udlcapped children

ﬁ.% T .
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- ‘ ‘ : RULES AND REGULATIONS =~ %% -
Subpart O--Prqgram Accessibility v d
§ 84.21 Discrimination prohibited., . - Tooer T .

No qualified handicapped person shall because a remglent's fac:.li-
ties are inaccessib]‘.e to or unusable by ha.ndlcapped ,personse;%e }d@led

part applies. °
P

§ 84.22 Existing facilities. a

'\:;., . " ‘when viewed in its entirety, “is readily accassible to. hahd,lcappedgper-
sons. Tlns paragrbph does not I‘Equire a recipient to make ea.ch of its -

. ad.sting facilities or every part of a :Ea.cility accessible tc'and us-

I abie by handicapped perso | S ',-,‘.*:*.U;-' .
. (b) M-ethoda A reclpieq,i: may canply with the requ.'irement of para—
graph (a) of this section through such means as redesign D:E equlpnent

) reassigmen of.classes’ or other services to acceésmle bui“ld:mgs» as-
sigrment of aides to beneficiaries, home visits, ‘Elelivery Oi "heaﬂ.ﬂ: aef-

) :Eare, or other social services at alternate accessible sites, alt

" of existing facmties and construction of new faciliti'es in- oonf

o

Jwith the requirememt;s of 8 84.23, or any other methods that result in

. - .’ -
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y
making its program or activity accessible to handmapped persons. A re—
c1p1ent is not requ:_red to' mke gtructural changes in ex1s1:1ng facilities
where other methods are effectlve in ach1e‘v1ng ccmpllance with para<
graph (a) of this section in choosmg  among ava1lab1e methods for
lpeeting the requi_rement of paragraph (a) of -this section, a recipient
shall give priority to those metheds that offer programs and activities-

-‘to handicapped persons in the most integrated setting appropriate.

(c) \Smazf health, ‘weffare, ongother-sociaz service i:mov‘.éders. If

a recipient with fewer than fifteen employees that provides health, we {
fare, or other social services fimds, after oonmltatlon with a hdandi-

ca,pped person seeking its services that there is no method of ccmplylng

" with paragraph (a) of” thlS section other than making a Slgnlflcant al-

teration in its existing facilities, the recipient‘ may as an alternative,
refer the handieapped person to other providers of those services that are
accessmle .. : —

(d) Time period. A recipient”shall comply with the requirement of

-peregmph (a) of this section ‘ilthin sixty days—of_the effective date

of this part except that where structural changes in facilities are
necessary, such changes shall be mdeﬁwithin three years of the effec- r
tive date of this‘part, but in any event as exped:.tiously as possible
(e) Zmnszt.wn pZan In the event that structm‘al changeg to fa-
c11itie; are necessary to meet the- requ:l.rement of paragraph (a) of thls
section, a recipient shall develop, within s;x months oi the effectlve
date of th:Ls part, a transition plan setting forth the steps necessary -
to complete such cha.nges _ The plan“shall be develope:‘l with the assis-

tance of mterested persons, including, handlcapped persons or -
' ’ -1o- - 1
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"

- degigned and constructed in such manner that the facility or part of,

if the construgtion was commenced

.
—am

capped persons. A copy of the transition

plan shall be made available for public inspection. The plan shall, at _

[

- limit th acceshiﬁtiity of its program or actlvn.ty to hmdicapped /ésrsons;

fazilities accek ible; )

(3) Specify the schedﬁle; for taking the steps nec.zeSsa.:;'y to achieve
full prograu; accessibility and, if the time period of the transition
plan’ is longer than one year, identify steps that will be taken during
each year of the ‘trans.ttion pexiod; and )

(4) Indicate the person responsible for inplementation of the plan

~

. The recipient shall adopt and inplalmt pchedures to

ensure that mterested persons, including pe.réms with impaired vision
or hearing, can obtain information as, to the existence and location of

(f) Notwe

services, activitiea ‘and facilities that are accessible to a.nd usable
" by handicapped persons ‘
8 84.23 New oonsf;ruction. , _
- (a) Design and construction. Each fa&ility .or part of _al facil:';ty -
constructed by, on behalf of, or for the use of a recibient shall be

_“the facility is readily accessible to and ussble by handicapped ‘persons,

ter the effective date of this part

-

(b) Alterasion. 'Each taci)fty or part of a facility which is al-

tered by, on behalf of, or for the use of a recipient after the effective

. . =20~
A
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, , oo
date of this part in a manner that affects or could aﬁect the usability

* )

T

of the fa.cility or part of the facility nall, to the maxnm.lm
extent feasible, be altered in such man.ner that the altered portion of .
‘the fadility is readily\accessible to and usable by handicapped Jpersons,

(&) American Natwngl Standaz’ds TInstitute accesszbzhty 3t ndar'ds

Des:l@ construction, or alteration of facilities in oonfonmnce with

the "Ameriqgn National Standard Speaimatmns for Hakmg Build;mgs and
Facilities Accessible to, and Usable by, the Physically Handicapped,"
published by the American Nafjonal Standards Institute, Inc. (ANSI
A117.1--1961 (R1971)),” which i§ incorporated by reference in this part,
shall constitute compliance with paragraphs (a) and (E) of this séeetion.

» ; . e
D'epartures fram particular requirements of those standa.rds by the use of

other methods shall be pennitted when it is clearly evident that equiva- .

1eﬂ§ access to t*he facility or part of the facility is thereby prov1ded

Oopies obtainable from American National Standards Institute, oInC.,
1430 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10018, : o,
Taken fram the Federal Register, Volume 42, Number 86, Wednesday, May 4,

1977 page, 22681. - -

<
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\;x—,;)‘@i\gg\neamrenents requestecl during the inspections "should be i

I:] DI:] Is ‘the grading of the site,*even contrary to existmg tof

E 4 Shere parking within 200 feet of the building entrance?
v ) ' Lo * -

. =" ‘ 8
r .
P 1 ‘I. .
-’./.'—\ I3 L} * * N . * *
" . . APPENDIX B . o
' c&mmsrusmmnmmmm oo g
, mmn’.&mﬂnm ARE ACCESSIELE -
" N % ]
: 'IOTHEPHYSICAI.LY HAbDICAPPED PN
LN S
J ' - [ I | {. . ] =

This éhec:klist‘ is based on the American 'National'Standards Insti-
tute guidelines developed to detemine whether buildings are accessible .
td the physicglly handicapped. In some instances, the language of the *
"ANSI Standard was modified to quantify data or questions vere added to .. -
more oonpletely assess a particular aspect of a bu:.lding Other federal Lt
state and local/privately developed standards were consultecl in making
‘the modificatigns: The modifications are identified by an asterisk,

Each question requires a "yee ".'no," or "Hot applicable' response. -
"Not applicable” responses occur where the particulir buildisng category TN g

s

.- under inspection is nonexistent or where the adequacy of that building
" category is inpossible to determine from the building pluns, or from L

‘questioning/ interviewing or gbservagion. Narraﬁve conments and spe—

Site Development
Yes No N/A H N

graphy, such that approaches to the bailding can be
which are sibstantially level with building entrances?

3
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Is any of this parking identified as reserved for use by in-
dividuals with physical disa.bilities?

»

- -

o+
LY

Are there any parking spaces open on-one side, allowing room
for individuals ‘in wheelchairs or on braces to get in and out
of an antomobile? ;- : .

il

+
. =

-~

1f parking spaces for individuals with physieal disabilities

.are placed between two conventional diagonal or head~on park—

ing spaces -are they at least 12 feet wide?

3

Is it unnecessary for individuals in wheelchairs or thoses
using braces or crutches to wheel’or walk behind parked cars?

-

= hs . N +

~

Are the parking Spa.ces located to” allow persons to get in or

out on a level surface?

r
f

, level, or ramped‘path (void of curbs).fram
t to the hu;lding entrances?

Is there cl
the parking

i

2
-

Are walks at least 48 inches wide?

™

¢

L]

Is the walk gradignt not g;reate;' than 5 percent (1-foot rise .

in 20 feet)?




Yes No N/a - j _ S .

-

D DD Are walks ‘of a LOI]'EJ.I]]IiDg cammon  surface, not mtermpted by
steps’or abrupt c.hang&s in 1eve1?

L

-
Ay

“’;7

- D D El - Whérever walks cross other walks, driveways, or pa.rkmg lots,
A 5 do walks blend to a cammon 1evel?

w
-

. 1 ; Iy Y
‘D l:”:l Do walks that are elem:ated have a level platform at the top
which is (a) at least 5—by—5 feet if a door swings out onto
the platform or toward the walk, or (b) 3-by-5 feet 1f door

L

does not swing onto the platform? L.
. ’ ‘ / . g ) -
e ‘ ‘ D DD Does the platfom extend at least 1 foot beyond each side
“« : (inside and outside) of the doorway? .
\' - - - " " k’

.

OO0 ™ s have & surface that is nonslip?

Buildings -
Yes No N/A | ’ , -

I:l DD Do ramps have & slope no greater than 8.33 percent, or a I-
foot rise in 12 feet? ) '

e

. Dl:”:l Iframpshavea.gradientofmrethan5percen1;,‘arehand-
" rails prpvided on at least one side? :




. ™

Yes No N/A

NN

HiE(up

BNk

[}
oo

m[mls

\EHIJEJ

000

HiNN

If handrails are provided are.they 32 iilché’s in height mea-
sured from the surface of the ramp? - .

¥

Are the.sur(f'aces smotﬁ?

al
AT

. Do the syrfaces extend 1 foot beyond the top and bottom of
the ramp?

Do ramps have a surface that is nonslip?
' ~n Y .

1
i

Do r3mps have at least 6 feet of straight clearance at the
bottem? . - .

P
DS the ramps have level rest areas, a minimm of.5 feet in

length, provided at turns? .

Do ramps that éxceed ‘a. gradient of 5 percent have level plat-

foms, a minimm of 3 feet length, at 30-foot .intervals? '

Do ramps that exceed a gradient of 5 percent hhve level rest
areas, a minimm of 5 feet in length, provided at turns?s
. : &

Is at least one primary entrance to the building usable by
individuals in wheelchairs? (It is preferable that all or
+most entrances (exits) should be accessible to and usable by

\
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Yes No N/A

DDD

[nlnm

ability.)

individuals in wheelchairs or other foms of pln,rsical dis—'

>

¥

Is at least one entrance usable by individuals in wheelchairs .

on a level that would make the elevators accessible?
N " ‘ -

-

Do doors have a clear opening of no less than 32 inéhes

" when open?

Ave doors operable by a single effort? Note; Two leaf doors

. are not usable by those with disabilities unless they operate

by single effort, or unless one of the two leaves meets the
32-inch width. ‘

+

Is the floor of the doomay level for a distance of 5 feet
fram the door dn the direction it swings?

- -

e - : .- %
Does the floor of the doorway extend 1 foot beyond eacly
"side of door?

Does the floor of the. doorwayextendeeetinthedirection
'opposite td the door swing? " , .

00 D Is the ;flgor of the doofway at least §/feet wide?




Yes No N/A

” D
R

| D DD Do steps have risers 7 inches or less?

0o

DD

DDD

L]

LY

I]D

* ereation of a hazard)?

-

« : ; l .
D D D Do flgorsJ have a nc:nslip surface?

o

Are sharp inclines and abrupt

doorsills?

: - e
!

(Jla.nges in °leve1 avoided at -

N 2

|
[
|
T
i

Does the speed of door closers allow the use of doors by

physically disabled persons? |

\

l

n

-
Do steps avoid a.brupt nosing? |Note:
ing 1ip at the front edge of steps.

\

Do stairs have handrails 32 mct\ﬁs high as measured from the
tread at the face of the riser? ”{I

L

Nosing is the protrud-

L

Do stairs have at least one handrail that extends at least
18 inches beyond the top and bottom step (parallel to floor
or landing, and extension preférably secured to wall to avoid

\ R

N, K

\

-
.
*
+a
- '

9 A

Y

Are floors on each story at a common tevel oF connected by a
-ramp? (There should be no differefces in 1eve1 between ‘cor-
ridor and adjacent roans.)

27—
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Yes No N/A - ».

I:l I:l Is there at least-one toilet!|for each sex on each floo w:.th
. Racilities for the physical handicapped? ’

, ; %

I:l I:l I:l Can physma.lly handicapped persé;ns, particularly those in

; - wheelchairs, ‘enter the restroan? v,
a

I:' D ' Do t011e1: rooms have turnmg space 60-by-60 inches to allow

traffic of individuals in wheelchan's‘?

P

I:l I:l Do t011et rooms have at least one toilet stall that is 3 feet
|:| |:| Do toilet roats have at least one toilet stall that is at

least 4 feet, 8 inches (preferably 5 feet) deep? «
/ . !

I:l I:l Do tozllet rooms have at least one toilet stall that has a
7 e door that is 32 inches wide and swings out?

I:l I:l Do toilet rooms have at least gne ‘toilet stall that hag hand-
rails on etmh.side, 33 inches h and parallel to floor, 1
inch in diameter, with 1 inch ¢ ce between rail and wall,
fastened securely wall at}the ends and center? If
grab bars are other t paralldl, describe.

/ : : b '
l [ . . L \ . ‘
: |:| Do toilet rooms have at least.one toilet stall that has a

clearance of at least 48 inches between the outside wall and
the front of the stall entrance?

=
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Yes No_ N/A

00

o

0Oo

oog

*
&

HiN=

i

Him.

EIEI

Ooo
R

Do toilet roams have at least one toilet stall .that has
water closet with seat 20 inches . from thf.- floor?

Do toilet rooms have lavatories (wash basins) with narrow
aprons, which when mounted at standard heiglit are no greater
than 34 inches at the top and wplch have a clearance under-
neath of 29 inches? )

Are drain pipes and hot water pipes-covered or insulated?

Y

‘Is one mirror at a height as low as possible and no higher
than 40 inches above the fiocor? '

. ,

. ] . b . e '
Is one shelf at a height as low as possible and no higher

_than 40 inches above the floor?

.

s
—_— ¥

Do toilet roams for men have wall-mounted urinals with the

opening of the basin 19 inches from the floor, .or have floor
mounted urinals that are level with the main ﬂoor of the
toilet roan?

— ‘a"

Do toilet have towel racks mounted no higher than 40
i.uches frem the floor? ° ,

Are other dispensers mounted no higher than 40 inc.hes frcm
the floor?

.




Yes No N/A

D00

alln

puinlm

0oo
0ono
- boo

‘I;’]_DD

] .

000

"floor?

~
4

Are disposal units mounted no hlgher than 40 inches from the

LY

Are towel racks, towel dispensers and other appropriate dis-
posal units 1ocated to the side of the 1ava.tory rather than
directly above?, . .

. -
Is there at least one drinking fountain on each floor for
use by the physically handicapped?

AN

i} '
x -y

éa.n persons in wheel hai wheel up to the water fountain?

: v

Do water fountains or coolers have up-front spouts and .oo;n-

trols? '

Are the water fountains hand operated?
‘ -t

s

1f coolers are wall muq%“ed ‘are they hand operated with

_basips 36 inches or less from the floor?

1

‘Is there at least one public télepﬁoaie in each "bank" acces-

sible to physically handicapped persons?
- [ - ' \

-

Is the height of the dial from the floor 48 inches or less?

o~

- P

.

i
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Yes Mo N/A -
:‘ DD Is the coin ‘ﬁlot-«leea:ted 48—:mche& -or- l?ss from the floor?’

T

- O]

D DD Are there telephones equipped Ton persons with hearing dis~.
abilities? ) |

. o

i

*
"'\.rg ’ . \.

D D D Are telephones equipped fér persons with lga.rmg disabilities\
1dentii’ied as such?’ . ' i

* *

)

b D DD “If more than a one-story buildmg, are elevators avallable to

the physically handicapped'>

K E‘ DD Can physically handicapped persons, partimﬂarly those ixi

wheelcha:l.rs enter elevators? '

Ed

D DD Are outside calT buttons 48 inches or less from the floor?

.

D D D Atre control buttons inside the elevators 48 inches or.less
from the floor?

L

1 " L

T

Y ma Are the buttons labeled with raised (or indehted) le,tte.rs be-

side them?

J

[}

0 ] D Are the buttons touch sensitive or easy to push?

31~
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mmﬁ

..11‘. . - o y
Is the elevator cab at least 5-by-5 feet? R

Can a person in a wheglchair facmg therea.r see floor,gun—-
bers (by mirror or ficor identﬁ’icatmn mumber at rear' of

" cab)? -

et

' I— i ! T Y A &

Are floors announced c>rs|.11:;ar by recorded devﬁces for the bene—
"fit of the blind? , . 2

|
+ \ -
u

L

L) - - LI '

e T

- I
Are light switches not more than 48 inches above the fioor?

—— Fars

™

¥ —

T~ 7
/

‘Are ocmtrols for hea.ting cooling and ventilation not more
‘than 48 inches above the floor?’

Are controls for fire ala.ms and other g signdls not \
.more than 48 inches above the floor? -

L

s
- i 1 '
\_:_ . L3 .
s
. PREEY

" Are controls for dézriw and other items of frequent or

mtial use no?:  than 48 iticiies g,b?ve the flogr? .

- ] ' n
a = * 8,

Are raised (or rece.ssed) letterg or’ mmbers used to 1dentify
rooms or offices? v X

N .
. .
A = > v

s ! - » -
bl -
0

o - T

Is idenmieation placed on the vqall to the right or left ‘
of the door?




Yes No N/A

ulsln

minie

“ C\DD D"

7000

‘
\ﬁ,‘

It such identification pladdd at a toight betwsen 4 feet

-6 inches and -5 feet 6 mch;e,-s‘,émeamred.fran the floor?

7

{then Mmanholes 0T ACCESS panels are open and in

Are doors that might prove dangeroulto & blind person if
he were to exit or enter through them (doors not intended
for nomal use) made quickly identifiable to the touch by
knurled door handles or knobs?

. ¥

Ave audible waimmg signals accompanied by simultaneous
visual warning signals for those with h ing or sight dis-
abilities? . ' .

. . s . . oo,

-

or when ,
an openh’ excavation exists on a ‘site, when it is approximate
to normal pedestrian traffic, are barricades pl on all

open sides at least 8§,feet from the hazard, and warning de—
.vices installed"

—

Are there no low-hangmg door closers that remain within the
openmg of a doonvay, or that protrude hazardously into regu-
lar’ corridors or traffic ways? .- ,

LY

—

. - L ' . ) i ]
Are there no low-hanging signs, ceiling lights, fixtures, or
similar objects that protrude into regular corridors or tra:f-
fic ways? (A minimm height of 7 feet, meamred from ﬂoor 1s
recommended. )

%

¥ LW

1) ’ ! .
‘Is lighting on ramps adequate?
6: N .

!
Y

*

.
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Yes No N/A ) '
D DD Are exit signs easily identifiable to all disabled persons?

|

Y

F
‘Permission to reprint this check list was granted by the American Associa-
~ tion of School Administrators, Arlington, Virginia.
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