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. Departmént of HEW/OCR and OEQ DOL.
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DISCRIMATION PROHIBITED - It is the policy of the ‘State o¥ Alaska,
Department

opportunities, to provide services and benefits tp-all studentsy ami
emplgyees without regard 'to* race, ‘color, reljgion, sex, handicap
or veteran ,status in accordance with ‘the laws enforced by the :

L} ' ,
Including Presidential E*ecutive Order 11246“hs amended, TFitle VI
of the 1964 Ciyil Rights Act,- Title IX of the Education Amendment
of 1972, Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Title 41, parts -60-1

60-2, 60 -20, and 60-50, also Sections 799A and 845 of t 'Public
Health Service Act whe;e'applicable. '
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jLAll children in Alaska have. A right to an appropriate education at

Pué¥OSE- . : : ' R . . -

[ 'y . ¥

public expense. - (Article’ VII, Section I, Constitution of the State
of Alaska. Article ,3, Chapter 30 of Alaska Statutes require all

_+Alaska's school districts-and regional attendance areas to provide

for special services for exceptional children.) These regulations

are written for the purpose of establishing the basic program parameters /
necessary to implement this statute, and can.be viewed as a frame of
reference from whi¢h Alaskan schools can desigh instructional programs

and strategies that will most effectively serve the needs of all -
exceptional children. E ot .
RATIONALE : | ‘ E = ‘ )

’ P . -~ J 3 \‘

Learning refers to natural and continuous change in performanée, and
performance among childrxen is highly variable,. Children whose

pfg:ancé is quite unusual or whose rate of learning is quite unusual
id‘&eferred to as exceptional children. With exceptional children, —
learning. to telate effectively to enviromments requires special ‘ -
oprpfﬁ%IEies to secare the necessary knowledge, competencies, and values. \
These specia] opportunities provided forgexceptionnl children in school
_programs are referrod tta = Tperial Y daciat fon, ’

-~}
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. "\ offitér the Commissioner of Education.

“secondary levels.

Chspfet’One'

AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY "FOR SPECIAL EDUC TION IN
ALASKA

v
T

-***Provisisn for Special Educagion in Alaska ) | .

\

-

The Alaska 8tate Condtitution sthtes that "the 1egis—
.lature shall by law esgsblish .and tain a system. 05
public schools open to all children of the State and

may provide for other- bublic educational. institutions.'

Operation and administration of speéiél education )

programs. is based on Alaska Statutes 14.30.180-350,
Alaska State Law, and policies. and procedures of the
State Board of Eduqation VI '

The State Depas%ment of Educatis%jhshall administer the
state's program of education at the elementary .and s
.and shall plan, finance, gnd operdte
related school of eddtation activities and facilities."
The ‘State Board of Education/employs as executive.

(AS 44.272010).
At the local. level of each borough and first ‘class city

: State Educational
Authority

W\

]
LocallEducational

is delegated educatiomal responsibility for the citi-, Authority
zens within its boundaries by statute. Th iction N
under the direction of local board of educat . They ’ s

operate under the authority of Alaska'legisletive . '

statutes. (AS 14.14.020-310) . _ ) _ .

***Regponsibility For Special géecatfon ‘ ‘ o . -
The State Dep nt of FEducation administered by the
State Board of Edqcation has several responsibilities.
When apprnpriate khe State Department may:

State Board ‘of
Edycation:iand the
State - Depé?tment of

—~ L Educatiqn .”;
1. Emrlo staff necéssary to carry out the functions- \\gﬂ R
of the Department, including general supervision . N !
of public schools. [AS 14.074Q10] -
(Q. Establish standards relating to quality of in-
T dividual or general education programs as well as
- standards regarding the educational compogent of
- public and pPivate pre-eltmentary programs. (AS - L
. 14.07.020(6)) ~ - o [
o / /) . - - I ]

3. "Study the needs: ‘of public schools and recdmmend )
plans for improvement of publ schools." [AS .

4.07.020(2)]

"gcpnsultative services to
%.07. 020(3)]

4. "Provide advisoty;
. public hools." [A

«detention homes wibh ‘the coordination of the 2
Departmené of ‘Health and Sociai Serv®ces." [AS - o~ ’ '
14.07. 020(5)] | I T« - ’ ’ :

*(Article VLI, Section I:
.ate ‘of Alaska : ¥
[Kc \_’\ "

The €onstitution of t%; . |
- - . e
L 1.1 Y o . : . Lt
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-6. . Determine thepstate allowable costs for special " =
./ = education within the provision of the public.gdu-"-f%ﬁ§§#

« cational foundation program. [AS 14.17.190Q;" ° e
- 14.17. 200]. * . ./“,_ S

7. Maintain a scéte Speciafgéducation Pl AP W
.provide for the development of compre hLﬁ?ﬁf‘““
services delivery to all exceptianallc” dren. :

'~ IP.L. 93-380, Title VI-B as amend'h by P.L. 94- :
i 142] o
e Va o - J * o

8. Monitor the quanfity and quality of special’ edu— b
cation programs and services withip 1ocal school
district. [AS 14.07,020}

9. ° Establigh a special educ tfdn ﬁdvisor;“boundil -
* . witle the” Commissioner of Health and -Social Ser-—

‘ vices. This Council willibe called the Governor's’
Council for the Handicapp and Gifted. This Council
will be composed of not less than 18 nor more :
than 23 members appojinted by the Governor and

> in canformance.with P.L. 94-=103, P.L. 94-142, and - -

- . AS 14.30.231. -One third of the memberS'must

X ~ funds or pro¥jides seryices under P.L. 94-103;"

et
* ®
. . )

.

be developmentally disablgd persons or fheir

¢ parents or guardians who are not officers or -
directors of an entity, or eémployees of any

~ -+ State agency entity, or employe of any ate
agen or of any other entity, ich recelves -/,

. eight’princip state agencies concermed with
services for handicapped qr gifted persoms
must be repgesented;. at_least one person must ¢
be appoint to represent each of the following:
handicapped person, state or local educational.

.agéncy, special edutation program inistrator,
special education teacher; members are to be s
“appointed representing the public at large, ' ,
- local agencies, non-governmental agencigqs and
groups concerned witH services to handicapped or :
gifted ﬁ!%sons. The Council s responsibilities v
will be as follows: Z//
T - - N bg
. a. serve as a forum where issues and benefits
o~ regardéng chrrent and pétential services to -
- . handicapped or gifted persops may be discusse
;- by. consumer, publicb private, profeSsional,.and"
' # lay interests; ~™— e : '

b. . advoéaée the need of handicapped or gifted -~ "Lg,

‘% . - persons before thé executive.and legislative
branches of the‘E}ate government and before
. the public;

- - « ® ' = A

c. Advise the executive and leg slative branches

' of the %tate government and fthe/private sector
- of progfﬁms and policles pé ta g to curgren

Q LY and potential’ QErvica\s Q\h nﬂicapped or giffed

L Ce | e C

. S Q .y

o

L=
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. -limited to the type, and évailabilitg : Lo
v of services administere y State and  local’ . .
: governmental agenqies and private organizations, L

-t

* ‘ ) ) ‘ " \‘,
» : ' persons and their- fsmiii;’ including but’ niot LT J.$gy
b

SR d. g‘suﬁmit periodic reports to the commissioner of _ i
3> _ . Health and Social Servicés and the commissioner R
" . of Education on the effects of current federal and: SR
. state programs regarding services to handicepped“
or ‘gifted persons, including program performance . LA
' reports to the commissioners of-State Departments, S
~the Governor, and the federal g it raquired NI S
" By P.L. 94-103 and P.L. 94-142 E

e. in consultation with the departments specified‘ _ .fxﬁjﬁﬁ'
o above, develop, prepare, adopt, and periodfcally. s N
review and-revise as necessary.an annual plan o
~ prescribring programs which meet the needs of T -
' ~ persons with developmental disabilitie€s as . = * =
\ required under P.L. 94-103; _ I%é\é e
’ ' - : e . ’ _. ; “ :
) £.° review and make recommendations to commiissioner of *
, *°  Health & Soclal Services and education on the state 5
. _ plan required under P L. 94-142 and all state plgis
— : and proposed regulations relating to programg for s - ¢
. h/ . " handicapped or gifted persons before theiﬂ\‘e;qg ' .:j.
e adopted ’ JRE LW
P : - o o
g. state the priorities and specificatiqna fon ;ﬁevuse B
of funds received by the State under P.L. Qgﬁ 03 and
-P.L. 94 142, as amenq\g, . . e

-+ .t
....' .

Y -
~. .

1] t annuallly to the commissioner of Health & Social y
e roes and-the" ‘commissioner of Education a prbposed '
interdepartmental program budget for services to* .. ~Cy
. handicapped or gifted persons which includes, in—sq—far
as possible, projected ‘expenditures for programs . £
implemented by-State agencies, local governmental" '
. . agencles, and private organizations;:the inter— . e
. ' department program budget shall be an informational. -»
- sypplement to the regular annual zndgetary subnpissions .
B, of the departments to the Office of the GoVernor. :

pu—

i. provide information and.guiaance for the deve;opmentt
> - . of appropriate spécial educationall programs and services
e oo o forTgifted:- children ‘as defined ‘in AS 14. 30. 350(1)—(E)
and (2). ~ ="

g

j- - 1in conjunction _with State agencies shall monitorf'_‘.._ .o
' and evaluate agencies serving the handicapped or DA -
gifted which receive federal or state funds to .assure
the non—dupIiCation of services, and encourage ef- -
- ' ficient and coordinated use of federal and state
,///, resources in the provision of ‘services.. . Mémbexs ‘of the "e
Council will have access to information squect to the
disclosure restrictibn imposed Ly confidestiality lawss

.No individual of" the Council acts as they Council'’s -
official’ reprgsentative withoutgthe)sa tion or approvaf’
J ") .
.. + 11 :
- . . .
.. N . 1.3

. . .‘..
BN - - » - ’ - .
. ' ‘ ’ 1 * ! ' r:l
. - - " ‘ 2 .
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1.  The inservice training: of geheraliaﬁd special

C‘ . i | .1.‘. e .

| (: . SR o PR .
of -the cag@§;1 . . : U
ko monitor decentralization and deinstitutionalization_

. of facilities by insuring that eaehlresident trans- .
ferred has an individualiz irogram’'at least. equal'
to that which he or she m e expected to receive
in present facility.' - ' .

Ll
-

1. perform any other duties as. may'Be required under
 P.L. 94-142 and P.L. 94— 103 as amended, AS 14.30. 231,
d} and as the Governor may from time to, time assign.
) ' .
10. -:Coordinate and make available to local school
distxicts other state and federal serviges. .
‘[AS 14. 50. 010] ’

11. Require a cooperative effort from a local school o .
district if- the district ‘cannot establish a pro- L i ¢
1 gram of sufficient sizZe and scope. .Caooperative ¥ - '
payments will be equal to funding generated by .
each district involved'in such a cooperative | ‘L
effort. The State Department of ucation will
" write rules and regulations concefning the joint ‘e
responsibilities of districts submittirg coopera- o
tive applications. [AS 14.14.110, P.L. 94-142, ' .7
Section 614(C) (1) (2) (A) (B)] e .
<. . ¢
12.” Provide direct services 1if the Department finds
that: .

Al The 1ocal district cannot meet Department
e requirements- -
R \\¢he tocal district as detarmined by the _
/f Commissioner is unable to establish a co- Y
operative program.®
C.. The local district has Ehildren that can best

- "\\be §erved by anqther‘agency. .

Funds that would ordinarily accrue to the local dis-

trict for direct services_ to those exceptional children

described #g '"'A", ""B'", and "C" above may be utilized by

the Department for these services. [P.L. 94-142, -
Section 614(d)(l)(2)(3)] ‘ .

-

| - - . .. .
The ocal school district or education agency will Local Scho

subscribe to and participate in the Comprehensive . .
System of Personnel Development which is an'Appendix to eﬁ'
the State Plan of Service and an addeniggego this .

%andbook. This Comprehensive System of sonnel -
“*elopment includes: . . )

. ~ B ~

m“ ‘education instruetjional and support personnel who
trangport, evaluate, teach, or train exceptional
nchildren. This will entails -

1 -
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A. the conducting of a needs_ assessment and
B. desighing inservicé training to meet  those .
. needs., * R : '
' . J _
2. Detail procedures to assure that #11 personnel who

evay.uate, teach, train, or tramsport gxceptional . .
.children are appropriately and adequazgly.prepared

and trained and, [AS 14.30.250] ) : Q
3. Effective proceaqres-for acquiring an&'diSSemi—. : _
. nating to teachers and administrators &f prograhs . -

for exXceptional children significant ifformation
derived from educational retseéarch, demo stration

and similar projects. [P.L. 94-147, Section '
613(a) (3) (A)1- e | L

Each local school district assumes the responsibility .
to "provide for, during the school term .of each year,

an ‘educational program for each school age child who is

a resident of that district" [AS 14.14-090] [AS 14.

08.111]. Competent education services must be pro—

vided for the exceptional child who is at, '""least® thrée

yvears of age and for whom the regular school facilities

are inadequate or not available.” [AS 14.30.180] [AS
14.03.070]. - - | " -

If children in need of special education services

reside in BTA villages and their parents request ‘such

services, the state supported schools must previde them .
if the Bureau of Indian Affairs is wnable to 'do so. .

The public school will enroll such special education

children from.the villages served by the Bureau of

Indian ,Affairs education division using form 05-260-24

which will allow for foundasion support and federal

subdBdies for the exceptional child when applicable:

. . ]

.In order to carry\but AS 14.14.090, local school dis-—

tricts have the following responsibilities. They must:

1. Provide'educapiona% assessment of the Iearﬁing, -
mental, and physical statu$ of the child prior to
special education placement, as well as on ah
annual basis. - [AS 14.30.191Ca)] Educational .
assessment shall utilize a multi-disciplinary ' . » .
Child Study Team approach. (See.Chapter 2 of this .o
document) N ¢ _

2. 7 Maintain due process procedure as described else- .

' where in this Handbook in the identification, T e
‘evaluation, and placement of exceptional children, - -

3. Develop and provide appropr¥late special education .. .
programs and_§3rvices for all exceptional children = - .
at the pre-school, elementary nd secondary .- _ -
levels within sfngle school ,E!Ericts;'bbopétating

-
. L »

- . . -
- )
- ~ . N

.. f . -




R
and/or through contractualJ?nd
figements. -

-+ D

.
.Maintain inéividualized education programs ands
. yAestabiiah revieaw and revise individualized‘ A -
- ' egucation programs for each student placed iq a -

e Progr for the exceptional. ) _ : L )
> 7 — . .
T - a. - This vidualized edvcation Pfogram;;illl -

- 'Y be developed i a planmning conference initiated. ~ .
: ‘and conducted by the 1oca1 sehbol district. '

-

b. Parents will be given an opportunity to : )
participate in thae planning conference vwhich - -
will be gonducted at a time and place mutally
agreed upon between the district representative ~
and parent or guardian. In the event the planning
conference is conducted without the parent, -
_ the digtrict will matntain documenltti n in the
1 oo student's central file™f its effoxlt (records. of .

~ phone calgs, letters, and visits with responses .

+ or lack of responses: tb include the parents. In the °

case of a commnicgtion barrier on the part of the
. _ parent, the district will provide an interpreter’
: or other faciliator. -

c. The ‘gdﬂ!ing conference will be conducdted within
' ‘the first thirty school days of determination
-~ of the child's eligibility for special educa-
fﬁggion.

d. The planning conference will include but ﬁbc be.
~ limited to:

(1) The school superintendent or his designated X
AW school representative. .
- \-.\ . '>.s

(3) One or both parents must have an opportunity
to partﬁcipate.

-

{(2) The chlld"s teacher(s).

_(43. The éhild‘when appropriate.

.(5) At least one professional specialist (i.e.,

: Medic Specialist, Special Education Coordinator,
Specigi Education Supervisor, Special Education
Teachg@r, Special Education Director) dqualified
to provide, or supervise the provision of, specially
designed instruction to meet -the, unique '
needs of exceptional children. :?‘

Y
(6) Other individuals, at the discretion of
the parent or agency. - ' {

contain:

. | \\ | |

o e< - The indivjdualizea'education program (1.E.P.) must
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-

(1) - A statement of thepchildfsﬁpresent -

. levels of educational performance. - ;o

~
. - -

(2) A st ment of annua goals, including
short -terth instructional objectives. _

3) A statement of the specifiC_eaucation

and related gervices to be provided to =~
thre ‘child, -and the extent to which the - o
S U ehi W -ablesto participate in ® -
regular~educational ;;Egnamsf' _
. _ " - . P
(4) The projected dates for initiation of
: services and the Aanticiphted:duration of -
the services. . .; ' ‘
(5) Appropriate objective criteria and
evaluation procedures and schedules for
determining, on at least an annual \1J/

basis, whether the short term dipstruc-
tio?fl’objectives are beilng athieved.
t6) Parental ggreement evidenced by signature

or documentation -of efforts to include parent.

f. ' The local district which initiates_ﬁlacemgnt
of a child in a private school is responsible
for the development, maintenance, and evalua-
tion of that child's I.E.P.

1) When pBssible a teacher or representa-

- tive from the private gchool will be.’
included in the I.E.P. planning con-—
ference. If the representative cannot
attend, the district shall use other
methods te -insure participation by the
private school, includin individuel or
conference telephoné callls. N

(2) Final responsiblity for the I.E.P. for -

: the child placed in a private school is
that of the local district which ori-
ginates the transfer. The local district
has the option of delegating responsi-

‘ bility for-development and maintenance

. of the I.E.P. to the private school. :

" Evaluation remains the responsibility of

the local districe. . ) - _

- . 4. . . i *

Designate administrative responsibjlity for

special education in areas of progtram development, .

assistance to teachers, establishment and manage-

ment of budgets, continuous evaluatidn of special
education programs, etc, Each school district

with 12{or more .special education units is stroﬁg—
. g _ R
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- .'\ .-
ly encouraged to :abloy a fdll—time special educa- L.
tion administrator. . -
~ o \_' \. .
6. Submit required forms and reports to the State '

Department of Educati which will {nclude infor-
mgtion regarding the culhyent status and future
needs of specidl educatiol programs and serviges
for exce%Fioﬁal chfldren. e i

- LN

s L4 -

Enrollment

The parent or guardian of an<;xceptional child, or thes
school administrator, for exceptionai children residing -
in the dgstrict shall make aApplication for the enroll-
ment of’éﬁe chMd. If the administrator makes the -
applicatidn, it.shall be with the full/ynowledge~and -
consent of the parent or guardian. t//

The application shall be on form 05~260-24 which will
be’ provided by the department. A copy of this form or
other DOE approved format shall be submitted to the .
Office of Exceptional Children quarterly or other dates
as specified by the Departmentf of Education for
certification of enrollment and foundation support
reimbursement. Any revision in the child's status shall
be submitted within thirty calendar days of occurence.

A completed copy of 05-260-24 as submitted to this -
office should be kept in the child’s certification
file.

-

\

FINAL CERTIFICATION OF A STUDENT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY
OF THE COMMISSIONER. [AS Se on 14.30.330]. 1V .
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Chapter Two: ‘ > R * ';V Qo

PROCEDURE__EDR\IH#-ES ABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF

SPECIAL EDUCATIDN PRO RAMS ;
~
. Distridts shall PY Frvices to xceptional child-

. ren as detailed in a Statement of A surances. ., . “
+ f i .
\S:ffanement.oanssurancds , : ' _Q;P : RN
¢ The Statement of Assurances will be considereé a
. binding agreement between the local distfict and, the

Defa ent of Edudhtion.

y
The Disltrict asgures that\it will: ot A

»

Full Educational Opportunity

Provide specially desigged instruétion, at no cost
to parents or guardians, to meet unique needk
the exceptionsdl child, including classroom
instTa on, instruction in‘ physical education,

home instruction;’ &nd instructﬁon in hospitals and
institutions. - e e .

L. --"_'- R ¢ A-'
[AS 14.03.080] [AsS-14,30. 1835\f§s-14.03.070] [ASSX
14.30.010] [Fed. Reg. 12la: 123, 124, 125, 126]
[Fed. Reg 121a\222] ' «
7/

thild Identificatio ‘ § . x;—~¢\\

2. Establish and implement progedures which ensure
that all children residing within the jurisdiction
of the local educatiom agency who are gifted or
handicapped, regardless af the gseverity of their
handicap, and who are in need of special education

and related services are identified located and

= ‘ evaluated. .« > - *

“[AS 14.08.111]' [AS 14. 14.090(2)] [AS 14. 30 350])
[Fed Reg.-lZla 128] [Fed, Reg. 121a.220]. - .

_1 . .
Priorities S .: 3'1 //j

- - -

[

3. Use funds provided under Part B of the Education W
of All Handicapped Act in the following order —of
priorities: (1) to provide” speclal education and
related services in-.conformity with an individua-—
lized education program to children who are :not
receiving any eduéatiogp»including the identifica-
tion, locatiofi and- evaluation of children who are
- not receiving any education, and (2) to provide =~ -
. . special education and related services in con-
formity with an individualdized educatio?:prdhram

. B o |
. A .'_' . < ’ . -

Wa
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/ to handicapped children within each disability,
< with the most severe handicaps who are receiving
an inadequate educacibn including th identifi-
cat n, location and. evaluation of handicapped
children. within each disability, with the most
\Bevere ﬁ'ndiCQPS‘wa are wecelving an inadequate -
AT educaEion. . N L. -~

| Ped.. Reg. 12153327, 121a.225, 121a.320-324] ' S
. -~

. Personnel Development : .. .
- . > - : . '
4 . Implement and use a program for personnel deve--
lopment as established by the Department of Edu-
catidn which includes in-setvicé training qgf
general ard special educati personne® and
effective procedures for acquiring and dissemina-
ting to teachegs and administrators research and Y

demonstration information.

[Fed. Reg. 12]a.139, 224, 380-3871 [AS 14.30.250]
[AS 14.30.260] . /

-

[ ] . .
Publﬂé Control of Funds

? 5, £ptain control of funds and title to progerty.
acquired with those funds received from Staté\ and)

///federal sources. [Fed. Reg. 121a.228]
o ' r~

“ .
- Excess Costs . .

- — L
6. Utilize State and local funds appropriated for
Special Education purposes before.Part B, EHA and
P.L. 89-313 funds are used and keep records ade-—
quate to show that it has met this exdess cost
requirement.

[Fed. Reg. 121a.182, 183, 184, 229]

Non-Supplanting .
7. Insure that funds provided under Part B, EHA, and -

the level of State and lgocal funds expended for
the education of handicppped children and in no
case to supplant those State and local funds.

P.L. 89-313 arg used to supplement and 1Increase ;:;> ;
& T

[Fed. Reg. 121a.230] . ) .

//‘f Com arable Serviees
P J
8. Use “Part B . EHA, an&\P.L. 89- 313 funda to provide
sexrvices to handicapi:d children only after State
and iocal funds have been used to provide services .

to handicapped children which, taken as a whole,
' are at lgast comparable to services provided to

other handicapped children.

| Fod, Rer. 121a. W)

EBiq‘ . - - - 1.7“ ! | .
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' 1nd1v1dud1gAed Education,_ degram - .§>
R - {-
s ~ 9., Have.an indi 1du31ized educaLlon program (LEP) tor A\

cach excemptional child developed in a meeting with

the school superintendent or his dgsignated repre~ _
< - sémtative, rhe child's teacher(s), one or_both of -~

s ¢« the child’ syparents, the child.where appropriate, -
.ind other individuals at the dis retion of. the

parent or district. Included in \fthis wlli be.' —.
, A a btdtement of the prebent levels of educa;
tion performancea Lo =, \_ \
L. o atpLemenL of annual goalb, 1nelud1u5 short

term instructional objective.

C .. a sStatewent of the bpegifie education ser - 1}
) " vigces tq be provided to such child, and the
extent to which sdch <«hild will be able 5
\-& 'partn_.lpace in regular-eéducational prog1~ams~
N .
) , 4 the projected date for initiation aud an&ic::.
. .7 pate® duration of such services.
<;?7'_apprdpriete objective criteria and evaluation
- ) _ procedures and schedules for determining, Jn
at least an annual basis, whether instruc-
-tiovnal objectives are being achieved.
t. ev1deuce which incdludes signatures and datecs
tha¥ meetings- have been conducted annually to
- review the IEP and if approphjate to revise
- its provisions. L N
- T '
[Fed. Reg._lZla.l30, 235, 340-349]
Procedural Safeguard -
. XL : .

10. Develop wrf%ten policies and procedures to ensure -
that whenﬁinitial educational evaluation. and '
placement isions or changes in existing placef
ment are b g considered, due process protéctions

be prov;ded to the.child, the family, and the’
schoolsg The following shall be established as a
y . minimunr-in®*identification, evaluatiort and educa-—
tional p;aqement v . : . SR
a. . The parents of an exceptional child shall be
afforded ‘an opportunity to inSpect and review

all eduhation records.

l,"
-

b. The parents of an exceptional child have the
right to obtain an independent education
eq@luacion of the child.

* -

L
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. , ) L
d e. Written notice mujt be given ‘to the parents-
. of an exceptional child in-the parents' native
language when the fdistrict dhanges or refuses
- to initilate or change the entification,
; evaluation or educational placement of the
/// childg. 1In adglition, parents always have the
N . right to an interpreter/translator if gheir
- v»primary 1anguage is other than English. -
d. The nQtice must coptain: /

(1) A full explanation of all the procedural
safeguards available to the parents;

(2) A description of the aetion proposed or
refused by the district, an explanation
of why the district proposed or refuses
to take the action, and a description of

R any options the agency considered and

: the".reasons why these options were )

rejecteq. " g

(3) A description of each evaluation pro-
cedure, test, record, or report the
district uses as a basis for the, pxro-
posal or refusal; and

(4) A description af any other factors which
are relevan? to the agency's proposal or
refusal. - . -

- s
e. A parent or the district may initiate a
hearing on a proposal tg initiate or change
the -identificatiof, evaluation or educational
e placement of the child or the provision of a
: free appropriate public education to the
3» child, or on a refusal to initiate or change
the identification, evaluation or educational
Placement of the child or the.progision of a
free appropriate public educatiocon {o the .
child. The hearing includes the righW¥ to: .

//(1) Be accompanied and advised by counsel
and by individuals with special know-—
ledge or training with respect to the
problems of exceptional children;

(2) Present evidence and conffont, cross—

examine, and request the attendance of
. witnesses;

(3) Prohibit the introducation of any evi-
" dence at the hearing.that has not been
disclosed to that party at least five
days before the- hearing;

\‘lv‘ _. . ” ' 19
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. . (4) Obtainh a written or e dtronic verbatim p;
P ¢ o record of the’ hearing v -

2. (5) ebtain written findings of fact and
ded&sions (The lic agency shall
transmit- those fiddings and decision,
after.deléting any personnally identi- .

. B . Afiable information, to the Governor' s )
" Council fol the Handicappé& anﬁ Gifted. -

~ -

8.
- (6).. Parents involved in hearings must bhe
given the righs to: . —

a e

LY

a i . S P
i (a) Hive the child who is the subject
the hearing present; and

(b)J-OPEP the‘hearings.to the ﬁoblic.

-

g

. "(8) Civil acon. ' © ‘ o
[Fed. Reg. 121a.131, 237, 500-514} -

<\ . .'(7) Agministrative appeal.

Protection in Evaluation

11. Utilize testing ‘and evaluation'iaterials and
.procedures for the purposes of evaluation and
placement of exceptional children that are se-—
lected and administereéd so d4s not to be racially
on.culturally discriminatory -

[AS 14.30.191] [Fed. Reg.‘121a.133, 530-534]

3

Least Restrictive Alternative, . M

-~

12. Insure.’(a) that to the imum extent appropriate,
exteptional children, indluding children in public
‘or .private institutions or other care facilities,
are educated with children who are not exceptional
and (b) that pecial classes; separate

:'¥ ' scheoling or/other removal of exceptional children

from the regular educational environmment occurs

only when the nature.or severity of the exceptionality
is ‘such that education in regular classes with. the
use of ‘supplementary aids and services cammot be
achieved satisfactorily. ‘ :

[AS 14.30.285] [AS 14.30.305] [Fed . Reg. 121a.132,

227, 550-556]

~
L d

Confidentiality ' - . .

-

13. Establish written procedures regarding the storage -«

- .retrieval, and use of all information collected - ‘
pertinent to the education of every exceptional -
'student to insure,the confidentiality of the
information and guarantee the student's right to

2.5 2-(()
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B privacy. The district shall: , " ~7

P

- a. Permit parents to inSpect"Ed.review any
education records relating to.their childxen,
which-are collected, maintained or used EE:B'

-7 ‘.the district. ‘\/( _" )

b. Keep & record of parties obtaining accéss to ~
-7 education records collected, maintained, or
used including tlHe name of the®party, the
date access was given, and the purpose fof
which the party is authorized to use the
records.
\7 - :
c., Amend the records at parent request or pro-
. vide an opportunity for a hearirg to chal-
a 1enge the information in education records to
- insure that it is not inaccurate, misleading,
or otherwise in viblatioﬁ of the privacy or
other rights of the child.
L 4 ~

. [Fed. Reg. 121a.129, 221, 560-576]

Related Services

14 . Provide related services such as transportation
and such. developmgntal; corrective, and other -
supportive sexrvices as are required to assistean
exceptional child ®o. benefit from special educa-
tion. This includes speech .pathology, audiology,
psychological services, physical and occupational
therapy, recreation, early identification and
assessment of disabilities in children, counse g

3y services, medical services for diagnostic or

evaluation purposes, school health services,
social work services in schools, and parent coun-—
seling and training. e« '

[Fed. Reg. 121a.13, 346

***Empioy Certified Personnel/ . ',!-

e

Requiremehts for teachers of exgéptional children

Special Education teachers emplioyed to teach exceptional
children must possess a wvalid askan teaching
certificate (Type A) with appropriate endorsement for
their special education assignment, or they must N
reccive departmental approval om the Commissioner of
Education. (See below for depatrtmental approval pro-
cedures.) Teachers of the gifted need only possess a

Type A certificate.

S N

Special Education supbort personnel., such as speech
language—-pathologistse, psychologists, and social

workers must hqjd a Special Services Certificate, Type

C; in their field, where appropriate, or a teaching

21

' 2.6 %

~




-<
certificatge, Type A with a speci 1-f‘sld endoipemeet.

Special Education Admin atratora must hold either an

- Administrative Certificate, Ti@e B endorsed in Admin-—
istration of Spectal Edycation, or a Regular Teaching -
- Certificate, Type A, endorsed in)Special Ed tion with
an ministrat:l.ve Certificat‘r, Type B. ' :

-

AW -

] Spécial Educatipn Classroom Aides need not*hold a st_tef“‘

certificate but should evidence competencies im working
with exceptional children' and showld work dér the’r .

s direct supervision of certified or app -oved epeci?l
education personnel : . ’

Departméntal Approval Procedures - ° T
/ s . .

chers or administritors wﬁg\_waresponsible for-
exceptionad children and who do not possess."a valid
Alaskan teaching certificate with appropriate ‘endorse—
ment for their profession aggsignment must be- approve
e Department of Educagior. The teacher obtains
dientél approval by gubmitting Ain wrdting, to the
ant of Education,-Office for Exceptional Child-
llowing:

- 4

1. A description of the*teacher training programg_ they

Y

t

-
- .
d

. are enrolledtig‘EPat will lead to certificatfion
. appropriate to Telr assignment. '
2. An indication they will complete the tnaining‘
program as describe#l in three yvears or less.
3. Confirmation of said enrollment from an accredited
institution of higher learning. . '
/ . N
4. A letter from the Supeérintendent of the LEA thaﬁ,

describes the competencies of the teacher in

question ‘to instruct exceptional children and

indgcates his- proval of the professional'59~
- signment and h personal. assurances that all
other avenues of teacher recruitment have been
L exhausted. )

-
-

; X
5. ‘As required by AS 14.20.010, applications for
T departmental approval for special education
end ement, must be completed within three
monthis from the date of employment.

***Establiah and Implement S¥ystematic Procedures for
Initial Child Identificat cn.

’ ..

» The child sQEulﬁ be the focus of concern for special
education. ach school district designates responsi-
bility and develops procedures for initial identifi-
cation of all district children ages 3-19, whéther

" enrolled in school o%)not, whq may be in need of
v special education. dentification procedure1 should

. N - 2.7 o
- : . - o o s



involye the coordinéted.effbrts of all appropriate
ageneies, and participabien by individual citizens
shoyld be encouraged.  Bach school district should
. maittain information regizding special education
P

Fl

. w. <PrOgrams and rvices any make this program information
available to lic and ivate .agencies, parents of
exceptierial children, .private phy@icians, and other :

~ - interested person , .requeit. .Initial’ ‘4dentd fi—"
cation procedures may’ Briclude: systmatic continuous
screening process, ce 8 or surveys ,0f in-sthool and i)
out—-of—-school childr or referrals fromapareénts,
‘medical personnel, sc personnel, community agen-—
cies, ®egal authorities and other ingerested persons. -

- :x, -

***Establish Child Study Team(s) 3@; ' )

When a child hlg been identified as q£ *who will .
potentially benefit from special edudajion programs
nd services, it will be the respons ility of the
chool district to initiaté further review and ’ -
+ evaluation of the child's education neéds before an
educational placemeﬂ! is m@de. A multi-disciplinary
eam(s) shall provide éducddtional evaluations of
r 8xceptional chiquen and ake appropriate educatiopai\
recommendations. . . -~ =
\. §
Each schoal district” or cooperatiﬁe s8chool district
shall’ prov}de at least one Child Study Team which will
eet on a regular basis. School districts may have
more than one Child §tudy Team depending on the size of
the‘distript‘and:the number of children to be served.
The composition of the Child Study Team(s) may vary
from child to child depending on the nature of the
exceptionality, but team consistency for any given N
child shpuld be maintained. ~—— '

.+ ¢ The Child Study Team shall be composed of. at least
three members which shall include the school super—
intendent or his designated school representative,
teacher(s) y the parent or guardian at their discretion, .
the child when appropriate, and at 1eaﬁs%3de professional
specialist qualified™to provide, or sup ise the :
provision of, specially designed instruction to
meet the unique needs of exggpgiqnal children. " Other
persong who may also.be ingluded whenever appropriate
include the school_principgl, special education ~—
directér, physician, psy ogist, apeech—lan uage
pathologist, social worker, school nurse,- didgnostic .
prescriptive teacher, ‘and other Ppersons invoLved in -
evaluatidn of the child, . A chairperson for the
Child Study Team should¢be selected to‘review referrals -~
and conduct meetings of the Team.

The Child Study Teams conduct*éducational evaluations

by collecting and examining existing school and other
rYecords to determine the appropriateness of the special
education placement, making necessary ckanges in o

. 23 S -
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roviding appropriate follow-cgi\\ L
% to the regular. education programs, - .

educati:% bilkce
of children
and conducting an.-anpnual review of all students -

receiving special educadion progr 8 and services. o
7. », « S
**#Com@onents of - an Educational Evat' tion, .

¢ Nt . - <
Each.child must be given an evaluat1d@’ before irittial
placement or denial of placement. An.eValuation must
be conducted before the child is transferred or ransfer
is denied from a special education program to full~time °
regular class placement. Placement must be in the least
restrictive environment (see page 6.1). Any change in a , :
- child%s special education placement' must be based on SR
: (1) the child's current ‘individualized education program;
* .. and (R) any other information relating to the child's current -
eduycational performance.

=

-

: All teSts\fnd other evaluation materials must b@{;“
{\ (1) provided and administered 'in the child's native"
" language or jother mode of communication unless itwis
clearly not “feasible to do so; (2) ®Talidated for‘tﬁe
specific purpose ‘for which they are usedj;: (3) recommended
by their producex ‘for the specific. purpose of which they -
are used; 'and (4) administered by a multdisciplinary
*team or group of persons who meet applicable certification .
or licensure requirements under State Law, .and must include ~J
at least one teacher or other specialist with knowledge in
the area of the suspected disability.

.In test selection and administration, if a test is
? . administered to a child with impaired sensory, manual or
" speaking sklills, the test results must accurately reflect )
the child's aptitudes or achievement rather than reflecting )
the child's impaired sensor#, manual, or . spoaking skills.-
: Information from sources other than ability or achievement
: tests,, incliuding information. concerning physical condition, '
. sociocultural background, and adaptive behavior'in home - s
and school, must be gathered and considered and the weight ‘
given to each of these sources documented. The .child must
.be assessed in all areas related to the suspected disability
including where appropriate, health, vision, learning,
social 'a emotional status, general intelligence, academic
rperformdnce, communicative status, and motor diabilities. .
“Information must be drawn from a variety of sources, including
aptitude and achievement tests, teacher recommendation, physical
* condition, social or cultural background, and agaptive behaviqr.
The interpretation. of the €&valuation data and the subsequent
- determination of .the child's educational placement must be
made by a team or group of persons knowledgeable about the
child, the meaning of the evaluation results, the placement
options, and the personnel available to provide special education
\and related servic% . & ’

o ,‘ | — ) 2.9
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Intormation gathered fromAell the above sources must be cwaented
and carefully condlidered. If the:informat on derived fro%%

g

These sources, redults in a showing tha"_ child does not,
because’ of a disability, néed instructiﬁ-ﬁjzah special setting,
the child will not be placeqd outside t 4' ,E”lar‘instructional

settiﬁg.- . ﬁk LT ey - 2

po ¢ e ;.'n~'-c;-,‘%b ° .
Each exceptional childﬂ% individualized education program must
be revised periodically, but not less than annually, and a f*fﬁ%%%
formal re-evaluation based on the procedures described’ above PRI
must bé conducted every three years &r mote frequently if

‘_~Conditiéns warrant ‘'er: 1 f the. chiIﬂLs parent or teacher

requests "an evaluation.

G - A

Proqective teatures required in an Edudational Evaluation

Assessment Instruments and pﬂ%cedures fAr an :
educaticnal,eyaluation should be behavid&ally oriented '
and should be selected to measure apprgpriate behaviors.

Such materiels or procedures will be Selected and ad-- c
ministered so as not to be racially or culturally s\
discrimindtory and shall be provided and administered

in the child's native language or mode of communication,

unless it clearly §s not feasible to so. No
single progcedure s all be the sole crit rYion for '
determining an appfopyiate educational program for a

child [P.L. 94-142, S ction 612(5)Y(C3]. Standards for
interpreting test resgults must reflect general cultural
expectations, but mugt also reflect’ particular local am{
indfvidual expectatijons, including those related to
athnic identificatiol. No one test or type of test

or other means of evaluation is used as the sole’

~criteria for placemenﬁ

.children/for funding and reporting purposes as well

. children except for fund{yg and reporting purposes. s

Parents or guardians mus\t, be given i “writing the right -
to appeal the results qr deéec N8 derived from, an ¢

onal evaluation and the right to other due
egulations within the Administrative .
Act, [AS 14.30. 191(c)] : Y !

proc¢ess

. 1 -
Education wmation resullts must be maintained as

confidédn However, they must be available for

review By the child's parephts or guardians.and theg |

Department of Education n request. Assessment and

evaluation must be - conducted by appropriate and quali- = .

fied personnel and shotld regult in classification e{é\j{ -
a .

defining appropriate educational‘p?bgramm;ng- Educa-
tional evaluations should not categorize ‘and/or label

"y

Should the parents refudé evaludtion, due process - _ - tee
procedures may be implemented by the district.

- -«

**xSpacial REducation Placemeat

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC

Information need®d for placement -

ERIC S | A
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After the Educatio hli@&aluation +has been.o letedy- they
Child Study Team will’meet, to- d&ilscuds .thHe resdlts and -
" make’ recommeﬁﬁ*“ ons ,for- cational pregramming. The
Chixd Study(?e eiuation must inclufle a summary QFf
the assessment 1ndings as well as! the ﬁollowingxinfqr—
mation recorded on an approprfate I.E.R." form (pagea ot
. 1\6 1.7 and si QEd by all. team.memberB}‘ ' S ._'g
; £
‘1. . -Detefmination of eligibiliuy for special edudation
=, placement - . L A
. . / . - - e
\‘Determination of the type of exceptionallty to be

-

2--' -
used for reporting puqRoses.

3. °~ Description of educational reco ndetions in-
cluding long and short-term objectyves as well as
suggestions for on+-going assessme of the qh;ld's
fpnctioning. i

4 Recommendations for most appropriate special
education placement. - -

Protective features required of Special Education
Placement .

-
-

en making an educational placement, the child st be
"placed within a minimal time which shall 'not exc&d
thirty (30) days between. initial identification and
educational placement. Placement decisions must also
result in the provigsion of services in the least re=
‘'strictive alternative. It is expected ‘that exceptional
children will, whenever possible, be educated in the
regular education program with appropriate special
education support services.

- .
All recordq concerning educational pla;:%ent decisions
must be treated as confidemtial, but must be available >
for review by the child's parent or guardians and the
State Department of Education. Written consent of a2

. _parents or guardians must be secured prior to special .

= education placemedt of child, and parents or guardians '
mug be given the right to appeal placement decisions.
(See. next section). . \

-

***Due Process Procedures

Procedural Safeguards
Opportunity to Examineﬂkecords

i. The parents of an. exceptional child shall be af-
{ forded an opportunity to inspect and. review all -
education records with respect to: -

a. The 1dent1f1cat on, evaluation, and educa-
tional placement of the child, and

[ -

- -~
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“b. The provision of a free appropriate public
education to the child.

Independent Educational Evaluation

1. -The pagents of an exceptional child shall have an
- opportunity to obtain an independent educaqional
- evaluation of the child.

. - a. The local district shall px&Lide to parents,
- on request, information about where an in-
deoendent,educational evaluation may be
.. obtained..

b. .A parent shall have the right to an inde-
pendent educational evaluation at public
expense 1f the rarent disagrees with an
evaluation obtained by the local distriect.
However, the local district may initiate a

-~ hearing as described in the '"'Impartial Due,

I Process Hearing” segment of this section fo
show. that its evaluation is appropriate.. If
the final decision is that the evaluation is
appropriate, the parent gtill has the right
to an independent educational evaluation, but
not at public expense. '

» C. If the parent obtains Aan independent educa-
tional evaluation at private expense, the
results of the evaluation:

o 1. Must be considered by.fhe local district
R in any~decision made wilth respect to the
provision of a free appropriate public
education to the child, and

2. . May be presented as evidence at a hear-
ing und%r this section regarding that
child. . '

~ .
2. _.If a hearing officer requests an indéependent N
educational evaluation as part of a hearing, the
" cost of the evaluation must be at public expense.

_ 3. Whenever an independent evaluation is at public
expense, the criteria under which the evaluation
is obtained, including the location of the evalua—

_\\ti\\\tion and the qualification of the éxaminer, must
be the same as the criteria which the local dis-
trict useg when it initiates an evaluation.

Prior Notice; Parent Consent

1. ' Written notice shall be giv to the parents of an
exceptional child at- the e of referral before
the local distriat:

- v

a. Prg%oses to initiate or change the identifi-
. cation, evaluation or educational placement
of the.child or the provision &f au. free
appropriate public educatlio:: cc the child, or
3
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b. Refuses £ initiate or change the identifi— ,
cation evaluation,. or educational placement
of the child or the.provision of a free
appropriate public education to the child.

A

2. Parental consent must be obtained before.

" a. Conducting a preplacement evaluation, and
b. Initial placement of an-exceptional child in a
: program providing special education and
related services.
c.. The local district may use the due process
+ procedures under their section to obtain a
-7 decision 'to allow the evaluation or services
- without parental consent. The district must
. notify the parent .offits action, and the
parent has appeal rights as well as rights at
the hearing itself

Content of Notice

1. The notice must include:

. - ’

*a. A full explanation of alixthe procedural

N safeguards available to the parents;

b. A description of the action proposed or
refused by the district, an explanation of
why the district proposes or refuses to take i\

the action, and a degcription of any options
the agency considered and the reasons why
these options were rejected. ‘ -

C. A description of each evaluation procefure,
test, record or report the district uses as a
basis for the proposal or refusal; and

d. A description of any other factors which ‘are
relevant to the agency s proposal or refusal,

.23 The notice must be: _
- -~ Written in language understandable to the
general public, and
b. Provided in the mative language of the parent

or other mode of communication used by the
parent, unless it 1s clearly not feasible to

do so.
%, If the native language or other mode of communi-
- cation of thé parent is not a written language,
the local district shall take steps to insure:
‘a. That the notice is translated orally or by .
- . . other means to the paregt ixi his or her .- .
native language or other mode of communi-
. cation.
b. That the parent understands the content of

. the notice, and -
Cc. That there is written evidence@}hat the

. \‘l« " vlrv . IS
RIC w7 LS8

’ '
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requirements in paragra (a) and (b) of this
segment have been met.-

Impartial Due Process Hearings —~

A parent or a public educational agency may inltiate a
hearing on, (1) a proposal to initiate or change the
identification, evaluation, or educational placement of
.the child. or the provision of free appropriate public
education to the child, or (2) refusal to initiate or
change the identification, evaluaton, or' educational
placement of the child or-the free appropriate public
education of the child.

1. The hearing must bé conduced by the public agency

directly responsible for the educ¢ation of the.
child. : g

*‘-

2. The public agency shall inform the parent of any
free or low—-cost legal and other relevant services
available in the area 1if:

a. The parent requests the information; or

’ b. The parent or the agency initiates a hearing.-

Impartial Hearing dfficerww

A hearing shall be presided over by a hearing officer.
Each public agency shall keep a list of persons o
serve as hearing officers. The list mus( include a

.statement of the qualifications of each of those per-

sons.
1. A hearing may not be conducted:
a. By a person who is an employee a public
agency which is involved in thefeducation or
care of the child, or. -

b. By any person having a personal or profes-—
sidnal interest which would conflict with his
or her objectivity in the hearing.

2. A person who otherwise qualifies to conduct a
hearing under the paragraph above is not con-—
sidered an employee of the agency solely because
he or she is paid by the a%gncy to serve as a

'hearing ‘officer. . S : - -

g

3. A hearing officer shall volhntﬁrily disqualify

himself and withdraw from a hearing in which he
cannot accord a fair and impartial hearing or
consideration. ' A party may request the disquali-
fication of a hearing officer by filing an affi-
davit, before the taking of evidence at a hearing,

—
25
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- stating with particularity the“grounda upon which

it 18 claimed that a fair and impartial, hearing
canhot be accorded. The issue shall be determined
by the hearing officer when he hears the case:

4

-~ -

Heariné Rights

The agency shall ermine the time and place of hear-

ing.

The hearing all be at a time and place rea-

1

sonably convenient to the parent. The hearing will be
‘closed unless one or both.parties request "an_open

hearing. -

1. ¢ e agency shall deliver or mail a notice of "+
hearing to all parties at least. 10 days before the
hearing. ’ .

o -

2. The notice to respondent shall be substantially in
the following form:

You are notified that a hearing will be held

before (here insert name of agency) at (here )

insert pt?ce of hearing) upon the day

of » 19 » at the Rour of .

in response to (here insert name of person or:

agency) request_ for a heagihg. You may be present
at the hearing, may be but need not bé presented
by counsel, may presentxany relevant evidence, and
will be given full po@tuﬂity to cross—examing
all witnesses testifying against you.

t Any party to a h‘e.a'r'i.ng has the right to:

n Be accompanied and advised by counsel and by .
individuals with special knowledge ~r train-
ing with reefpectr to the probhlame ~f owcoeptionnl
children: :

b Present evidence and confront. cross-—examine,
Aand request the attendance of witnesses;

c. Prohibit the introduction of any evidence at
the hearing that has not been disclosed teo
that party at least five days before the

. hearing;

d. Obtain a written or electronic verbatim
record of the hearing.

‘° e. 3%tafh written findings of fact and deci- | -
sions. (The public agency shall transmit
those findings and decisions, after deleting
any personaily identifiable information, to
the Governor's Council for the Handicapped
and Gifted.) 3

> ~ -
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f. Parents involved in hearings must be given'
the rdight to: _ : -
- .
¢ - (1) Have the child who is thq.subject of the

hearing present; and

2) Open*the hearing to tﬁe public.

Ll |

4, The public education agency shall insure .that not

~later th 45 days after the receipt of a request
for a hea ing' Q - ‘

. ™~
a. A final decision is reached in the hearing,
and .

b. A copy of the decision 1is mailed to .each of
the parties; and
G . A'decision‘made in a hearing procedure 1is
final unless a party to the hearing appeals
' the decision. within 30 days from the entry of
- *the decision appealed from. ¢

Notice of Appeal .

Either party may appeal from a hearing decision by
filing with the Department of Education a notice of
appeal in duplicate with sufficient additional copies
for all parties. The noticg of appeal shall specify
the parties taking thé& appeal and shall designate the
decision or part thereof appealed from. Notification
of the filing of the notice of appeal shall be given by
the Department of Education by mailing copies thereof
to all parties to the hearing decision other than the
party taking the appeal, but their fallure to do so
does not affect the viability of the appeal. The'
notification to a party shall be given by mailing a

copy of tht notice of appeal to his attorney of record ™™

or, if the party is not represented by an attorney,
then feo the party at his last known address. The
notice of appeal sent to the Department of Education
shall be .accompanied by a copy of the hearing decision
from which the appeal is taken.

%

Administrative Appeal Procedures

Tn a hearing eonducted by a pnblic education agency
nther than the Departggnt of Education, any party
aggrieved by the findings and decision in the hearing
may appeal to the Department of Education.

1. If there is-;h appeal, the Department of Education

.'shall conduct an impartial review of the hearing.
The offlicial conducting the review shall:

Lo ;31-
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a. Examin€ the entire hearing record.
- .

b. Insure that the procedure at the ﬁearing was
" comsistant with the requirements of due .
processj . . .- _
c. Seek additional.evidence i1f necessary;

d. . Afford the parties an opportunity for oral or
written argument, or both, at the discretion
of the reviewing official' - (/
£

e. Make an independent decision on completion of
the review3 and

£. Give a copy of written findings and the

decision to the parties. "
. . - P
2. The decision made by the reviewing official is

final, unless a party brings civil action.

a. Th€ Department of Education may conduct its -
' review either directly or through another
State agéncy acting on its behalf. However,
the Department of Education remains respon—
siblﬂ.for the final decision on review.

-
b. Al'l ~parties have the right to continuq to be
- reprgsented by counsel at the Department of

Educdtion administrative review level, whe-—
therfﬂr not the feviewing official determines
that a further hearing i1is necessary. If the,
reviewling official decides to hold a hearing
to receive additional evidence a de novo
hearing must be conducted.

-

S~

c. The Department of Education ‘shall insure that
not later than 30 days after the receipt of a
\\iiquest for a review: :
1 A final decision 1s reached in the
review; and

2. A copy of the decision is majiled to each
of the parties.

d. A hearing or reviewing officer may.grant
specific extensions of time beyond the per- /
iods set cut in paragraph 6 and 9 (c) at the
request of either party. :

e. Each hearing and each review involving-oral
arguments must be conducted at a time and
place which is reasonably convenlent to the

parents and child involved.
e .




“Livil Action ' .

~,

_—
Any party aggrieved by the £indings and decisions of a
review by the. Depart&ent of Education has the right to

UV appeal through civil action within 30 days following
final decision by the Department of Education. R

Child's Status During Proceedings ‘ _ T -
¥ . .
1. During the pendency of any administrative or -
N judicial proceedings regarding a complaint, unless ,
' tje local district and the parents of the ghild '
agree otherwise, the child involved in the com— \\

plaint must remain in his or her preseit educa-
- tional platement. : .

2. If the complaint involves an application for
initial admission’ to.public school, the child,
with the consent .of the parents, must be placed in
the public schocl program unitl the completion of
all the proceedings.

Surrogate Parents

€

A 'Each local distrlct shall insure that the rights
. of a child- are protected when:

a. No .parent canape identified:

)

., The local district, after réasonable efforts,
cannot discover the whereabouts of a parent:
and

c . The rhild 1ie a ward of the Stabe awnder rhe
lawe of the State. :

7 The locdl Adistrict mesy selsct a =urrng-te parent
in Aany wav permitted nndey Stare 1law.

1 The local district Shallfinpuro that a3 person
ceolarted acs 5 cnrrogate:

a. Has no interest that conflicts with the
interest=s of the child he or she represents:
and

b. Has knowledge and skills, that insure ade-

quates representation of the child.

»

4 A person may not be an employee of a local dis-—
trict which 1is involved in the education or care .
of the c?ild.

~

‘ 5. A person who otherwise qualifies to be a surrogate . -~
parent under (3) and (4) of this segment, is not
an emploVvee. of the district solely because he or
she 1is Paid By the agency to serve as a surrogate

33 .

2.18




parent.

. - é ‘ s
6~ The surrogate. parent may represent the child in
all matters relating tq:
a. The identification, evaluation, and educa-
tional placement of the child, and.

- b. The provision of a free appropriate public
education to the child.

[

" ***Confidentiality

. N Q

All Local Districts will:

1. Permit parents to .inspect and review any per-—
gsonally identifiable data relating to only their
children. .

- a. As soon as possible but no later than 45 days

after the rdquest has been made. -

b. With an’ explanation and interpretation by the
~ LEA. ) . T
Cc. Assuming the parent‘has such authority unless

forbidden due to guardianship ruling under
. State law.

d. With a 1ist of types of data collected and
: location of that data provided by the local
education agency.

2. Maintain a record of parties obtaining access to
data collected, maintained, or used toward the -
identification, location and evaluation of ex-
ceptional children. ‘ ~

The record shall include the name of the party,
data given and the purposeé for which the data will
be used.

3. Respond to -requests from parents who believe that
data relative to their child is inaccurate or
misleading or violates their privacy or other
rights for\?ppropriate amendments to the data.

4, Decide whether to amend the data in accordance
with the request within a reasonable period of
v time of receipt of the request.

5. Advise the parent of the right to a hearing in the
event a decision is made not to amend the data as
requested.

6. Provide an opportunity for a hearing within a
reasonable time in order for the parent to .chal-
lenge data to insure that it is not inaccurate,

o
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misleading, "or otherwise in violation of the
privacy or other rights of the child.

7. - Amend the data if, as a result of the hearing, the
district decides that the data is inaccurate,
misleading, or otherwise in violation of the Q
privacy or other rights of the child and so inform
the parent

8. Advise the parent.if* as a result of the hearing,
the district dec¢cides the datia is not inaccurate,
misleading or otherwise in violation of the
privacy or any other rights of the child, of the
right to place in the records the district main-

ains on the child a statement c¢ nting on the
" data and setting forth any' reasons for disagreeing
with decision of the district. - '

9. 'Maihraih'euch a statement as a part of'qhe child's
' record as long as the contested portion remain in
the records and ma the statement a- part of any

disclosure of the“child's r@cord.

10. Obtain parental consent before data in sﬁudent
records is: .
{
a. Digclosed to anyone other than:
] i :
(1) Other school officials, including teach-—
-ers within the educational institution
or LEA who have legitimate educational
interests. .

(2) Offdcials of other schools or school
systems in which the student intends to
enroll, upon condition that the parents
be notified of the transfer, receive a-
copy of the record desired, and have an
opportunity to challenge the content of
the record.

(3) Authorized representative of (i) the
Comptroller General of the United States,
(ii) the Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare, (4d1i) an administrative

. head of an education agency, or (iv)

' State educational authorities. Provided,
that except when collection of personally
i1identifiable data is specifically
authorized #y Federal law, any data
collected by such officials with respect
to individual students shall not include
information (including social security
numbers) which would permit the personal
i@entification’of such students or their
parents after the data 8qd obtained has

§ 38




been collected.

‘Used for other than 1dentificatioqr-1ocation.
c. Sought dirgectly from the éhild by
- ) evaluqion. P ) . .

evaluation, and- placement. ;f
formal' . \\ .
& ‘ ‘

1ll. "Should the parent or surrogate parent refuse to
grant peéYmission for release of the child’s rec— -
ords, the participating agency shall imstitute due
process proceedings. [P.L. 93~380], [P.L. 94-142;

Section 614 (a); Section 615] o . .

a0

***Maintain Appropriate Records of Pupil Progress as Well

but is not limited to the following ‘

As Other Appropriate Special Education Program Pata

Edch local school district is required to maintain
degscriptive information about the quantity and quality

of special education programs for review by the  State
Department of Education. Thls inf tion will 4include - .

1# Local efforts as selected from Appendices of- State
Plan .or other endeavors initiated to locate un-—
sertgd or underserved children (Child Find and
screening). Record should be maintainéd #n ‘a
certification file as to materials and methods

, utilized.- o . ] \

2. A referral procedure that may be utilized by
anyone in the community even the child him/herself.
Referral instrument should be retained in a
certification file on each child. )

3. Evaluationé -
a. Testing that is non—discriminatory. Se—
lection of tests is left to discretion of
local personnel. Tests must be validated for
the specific purpose for which they are used.

b. Multi-disciplinary (includes spedch ., etc.)
c. Multi-sourced (includes tésts, observations,
etC..) . ' ’ ]

d. * Carried out.by qualified personnel.

]

. -+ Recent — within last three ygars. ' -
f. Considers: <
1) Personal data.’

2) Educational history
3) Medfcalyhistory.

-



; o . .
%)1fy0bservatioﬁ in present éducational

' enviromment.

4. The Child Study Team is made up of a representa-

- tive of the administration, the child's teacher(s)
parents, and/or the child when appropriate, ‘at
least one professional specilalist qualified to
provide, or- supervise the provision of, specially
designed instruction_to meet the unique needs of
exceptional children, and other individuals at the

4 discretion of the parent or -agency.

5. The child’'s plaéément

‘.

—
a. Is based on a-behavioral\fescription.

b. Considers the child's strengths, weaknesses,
and needs. )

c. Has the parent's concurrence in writing (and
. in the native language when appropriate).
d. Is in the least restrictive alternative.

-

e. Is effected by a Child Study Team.

- ' = .
6. Each child must have an Individual Education

Program that:

a. Contains a statement of the child's pregent
’ level of performance (i.e., social behavior,
arademic. ). .

bh. Sats annital goalese and short—term objectivens

o Delineates special education and related
aervices to be provided.

a. Shows the extent to which the child will be
able to participate in the regular edueca-
tional program.

e. Gives the date of initiation of services and
the anticipated duration of services.

= - »—'—

y .

£, Evidences a component for I.E.P. evaluation
as to effectiveness.’

. B Has appropriate objective criteria and evalua-
tion procedures. i
4 B
h. Has a schedule for determining on .at least an
> annual basis, whether the short—-term instruc-—
tional objectives are being acheived.

' . . - 3P-¢
. it ‘
7 .
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1. Has =a cop& maintained in- each child's certification
. file and a copy made available to each person T
involved with child's educa/}on.

-

7. Anys program change must be agreéd to in writing and be
date§,by the parent/guardian prior to implementation.
N » . .

. 8.  District procedures for individual protection:

a. Practice as to confidentiality as specified

+i1n the Statement of Assurances and on pages
- 2.1 to 2.6. T+

B. Poficy for procedural rights as specified in-
the Statement of Assurances and on
pages 2.1 to 2.6.

~

T C. Parental acknowledgement of receipt of due

. process proceduyres in parent's native lan-
s guage (as indicated and practical), ("a" and

"b'" may be developed locally or the district
may adapt DOE iample&.)

9.. The district has developed 1its own or adopted the
. State's Comprehensive System of Personnel Devel-
opment as set forth in Statgment of Assurances.

10. Pupi¥ enrollment data.

-
11. Contihuops-pupil program records.
12. Information concerning the certification status of '
special education personnel.
13. Financial data.
1%. Summary of special education program progress and
- effectiveness. -

3 )
- All the foregqQing data and other data utilized by the
( .local Child Study Team must be made available for
a compliance review in a central location, or other
location negotiated between the district and the
Department of Education, following thirty~ (30) days
.prior notice to the local district that the district
will be reviewed for compl:l.ance by the State Depar%ept
- of Education. .
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Chapter Three: A $_“ " : N
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRKM PLACEMENT ALTERNATIVES

[

***General Placement Guidelines’ ©
The besy placement option for an exceptional child 1is Placement_
- the total configuration of possible program services _ . highly 1inc

which has the highest probability f assisting the

child 1n reaching'iong—range goals and short-range : .
objectives.,Appropriate placement options for services

are those that historically have proven functional for ’ - i
children. Placement optiomns will be selected according » 4
to individual student goals and objectives which have .
been determined after an educational .evaluation.

~ s

In considering placement options, the district must

- give preference to those Special Education placements
for exceptional children in or near their resident .
school district [AS 14.30.285(a)]. Further preference
shall be given to those placements which maintain the
exceptional child  as closely as possible to the regular
classroom program. In no case can a.child be placed in ~
a special education program outside his district with-
out written consent of his parent or guardian [AS
14.30.285(f)].

If the assessment of 1éarner needs indicétes that the * "Regular C:
pupil’'s exceptionality is not so severe as to be ‘ Placement
prohibitive of such placement, regular classroom ’ ‘ Support

placement with some level of support is the preferred N~
placement option. Such support could include: _
1. The provision of specialized materia}s for use by'

the regular teacher to provide needed service. *

2. Consultative support to the regular classroom
teacher in planning and implementing programs to
meet the child's needs, from a staff resource.
teacher. or from a district or regional resource
person. :

3. Itinerant instructional services provided in class
to the exceptional child by a staff resource
teacher, or by a district or regional itinerant

specialist.
When the diagnostic asseszment of an exceptional pupil. - "Regular C:
indicates that'intensive individualized programming Placement
ocoutside the regular classroom is appropriate, resource with Reson
room pPlacement may be utilized. Resource rooms may be Placement

.established to serve a building or local district
(depending on accessibility) and should be staffed with
trained personnel ‘who are able to aggess instructional
programs. Such special individualiZed instruction may
also be provided by a district or regional itinerant

3.1
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" This placement option should be considered only when

« ...
-

specialist outside the regular class. In general such
resource room glacement should be highly supportive of -
the regular class program. . _ o o ’

- . * o M - . I’ Lo
A self-contained clsssroom or other specislized facil— ~ Self-conta:
ity may be operated by a school! district in order. to . '
provide instruction as established by an I. E.P. Pupils.
in self—contained classrooms should have aCCess, when
needed, és\\}l other support services. L ‘

-

» .
Instruction in the home or in a hospital by an itin- Homeiaﬁh Hc
erant teacher, should be considered when the diagnostic: Programs
assessment indicates that the exceptional pupil is: ol
. s, 5 . -

1.. Unable to tolerate br adapt to the 1earning con—"- .
‘ ditions usually found in a sdchool setting on

. either 'a full or partial day bgsis; or, ’ ' B
2. temporarily or permanently physically or medically. A

disabled to such an extent that attendagge would :
. involve serious risk to the pupil's@welfﬂtp “

other alternative placements in the’ district have been
exhausted. The instructional services shOuld be pro--
vided by an itiferant specialist who has competencies
in individualizing instructional programs and" who has’
access to a local or regional learning resource'center. R
If provided, ten hours of instruction per week will .
generate an FTE of- - 1.0 in average daily membershiggwhen

computing state foundation program support; [AS M&.-30.305]
- - el
.Children with problems so severe that they requiré’ 24 Institution

hour residential cdre may,; with the approval df the
Commissioner of Educatfon [AS 14.30.285(b)}, bé re—
ferred to the State Departmént of Health and S$écial
Qervices for possible institutional admittance.

In certain instances, a local district can éontract Contracts a
with a state approved educational agency tao'l provide vehicles to
educational services for a group of exceptfbnal child- priate serv
ren who reside in or have been transferred to the distrdict aa
district. The Alaska Department of Education, at the

discretion of the Commissioner of’ Education, may also -

contract with a lecal district, institution, or other
educational agency to provide educational services to
exéeptional children when services would not otherwise
be a‘&ilable to those children.

When a group contract arrangement 1is used, the contract

"shall noq’release the district from its responsibility _i.' -

feor and. control of rhe quality of the edunational program:’
provided. Such .2 contract must include the following A
elements: "

¥ . -
-

Description of cne services to be provided.

10 | |



2. Description of the setting in which services
are to be provided. - \

3. The-child's (or children's) resident district(s)
when applicable.

4, Deécription of how contracted personnel are

to Be served. N
5. Description of how services are to be éoordi-

nated with the school district activities’]

6. Provisions to insure that at least quarterly
notes and records will be maintained by the ‘ _ :
contract on the educational and related progress
of each individual child. Such-notes or records
'will be summarized at least quarterly and B
forwarded to the contrac;ing'dﬂstrict. ' - “

7. Methods of determining charges and reimbursement. T .
8. Total dollar amdunt of contract. ‘ ' N -
9. Duration of c°ntr§qt.L

10. Spj%ification of frequency of contract.revigw. ~ >

-

11. Assurances that the contracted.educational ,
personnel and services meet all licensing e .
and/or certification requirements for
special educaticen.. R

12. Assuxance-tﬁat contracted services are to Be provided
in compliance with existing Alaska State school
law and Department of Education regulationms.

13. Specificaf®on of the terms whereby the contract
: may be tered or terminated.

14. Signatures of authorized district persomnel and the
‘ipstitution. Contracts between districts and ¥
the State Department of Education must also be °-
signed by the Commissioner of Education or his o

~ £

authorized representative. o™ : ' -
C ' i - 5 ) ..
When the local district does not have-adequate » Transfer .of Students -
‘resources to provide an appropriate program for . : for Special Education

an exceptional pupil, it may with prior approval of

the commissioner of Education initiate a trangfer

to place tlie pupil in an appropriate prégram. Since

a transfer involves 'a change in the educgtional program
status of the child, written consent 'of the-parent

or guardian is required before such a transfer cin be - » , -
effected. There are several different types; of - -

&




transfers that may be effected for students —
needing special services. They are:

Ward-of-State, Transfer for evaluation,

Inter—district and Out-of-State transfers..

All but;a Ward-of-the-State transfer must have

prior approval of the Commissioner. [AS 14.30. 285(b)]

The student who is a ward of the state can be placed by ) Ward-of—gxate
a state agency in an educational program (with written :
consent of a duly appointed surrogate parent) outside

his residential district. Two alternative placements are

possible:

1. The student may be placed directly in a state
institution.

2. The student may be placed within.a district program

tudent is then treated
the Alaska Department
rate to_the district.

’

other than an institution;
as an inter-district transfer an
of Education pays the local tuitio

If placed by federal agencies, all costs are paid by the

federal govermment. . 4
If the transfer is for evaluation purposes, a memorandum Transfer for
(DOE form 05-252-24) is used between the sending and Evaluation

receiving districts. If approved by the Commissioner of
Education, the full cost of the evaluation will be,the
responsibility of the State.

In transfers between two school districts, the sending Inter~district

district pays the receiving digtrict an amountgequal to - Transfer

the sending district's tu¥tion rate and fhe state bears

all other expenses,’ DOE form 05-252-24 Memorandum of

Agreement is used between the sending, receiving districts

and the Department of Education.

This alternative would involve a special program placement Qut-of—-sgtate

outside the Stateof Alaska when locaY¥ and- other in-state Transfer

options are not available to an exceptional pupil. Such

placements are reserved for those extreme cases where the _

severity and type of exceptionality is such that no in-state -

placements can be made. Mild and modérate exceptionalities

are not to be considered foqithis type of transfer. All : -

‘out~of-state program placements aré made by the Commissioner

of Education [AS 14 30.288(c)], and 100% of the costs of such

placement are assumed by the Department of Education. 1If

the Commissioner of Education disapproves a reimbursgement-

.request by an LEA, the LEA may still transfer the child \
' out-of-state at their own expense. The LEA may follow —

due procesas and appeal the Commiasioner's decision.

F 4
No p}acement can be made without the written consent of
the parent or legal guardian.~ . \

- a2 | BN
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In all cases where a transfer is impleﬁented the sending
district must assure that:

1. Placeﬁent has been determined by the district's Child
'~ Study Team. The Team must establish that an appropriate
Jprogram is unavailable or unfeasible locally.

'2, The child is provided with an Individualized Education
Program as determined by the sending district's Child
Study Team.

3. Recelving schools and facilities meet state standards
and comply with P.L. 94-142 herein after.

4. ' The student's rights are protected through due process
and confidentiality.

5. Placement is commensurate with the school year of the
initiating district unless otherwise determined by the
Commissioner of Education.

6. Plaéement is reviewed and revised annually.
NOTE:. State Department of Education policy for épplying
to the Commissioner of Education for a student
transfer may be received from the pffice for
Exceptional Children c/o Alaska Department of

Education.
Exceptional children who are enrolled in private schools may Participation of
participate in programs conducted for the exceptional in Private School
public schools upon referral and upon approval by their . Children

parents. The local education agency must provide special education and
related services designed to meet the needs of private school
exceptional children residing in the jurisdiction of the

agency. This participation must be comnsistent with the number

of those children and their needs.

Services to’'private s:hool exceptional children may be
-provided through such arrangements as dual enrollment, ™
educational radio and television, and the provision of
mobile educational services and,equipm’nt}

The local educational agency may provide special education
and related services to private school exceptional children
which are different from -the special education and related
services it provides to public school children 1if:

1. The differences are necessary to meet the special needs ’
of the private school exceptional children, and

2. The special education and related services are comparable
in quality, scope, and'oppoftunity for participation to those
provided to public school children with needs of equal
importance. )

3.5 T ¢ .lh



Funds provided from'fahndation support and Title VI-b, Education‘

of Handicapped Act, or P.L. 89-313 and property derived from
- those funds may not inure to the benefit of any private school.

Provisions for serving pri&ate school exceptional
children may not include the financing of ‘the existing
level of instruction in\the private schools.




<

Chapter Four:
PUBLIC SCHOOL FOUNDATION SCHEDULE: SPECIAL EDUCATION
.

State and Local effort is calculated on the generation
of Average daily membership (ADM) or its Full Time
Equivalent (FTE). The formula as contained in AS /
14.17.041(d) is: '

ADM No. Instructional
Full-Time equivalent Units .
5-8 1
9-15 2
16-24 3
25-35 - 4
36 and over 4 plus 1 for each 1l

pupils or fraction of iu
Full-Time Equivalency.

A student who is participating in regular education
classes may be included in the ADM count for regular
education and for the FTE count for Special Education.

A student who 1s participating in education services
through correspondence may be included in the FTE count
for special education if:
1. the student is isolated to the®Xtent that
regular school enrollment is impractical and

2. current correspondence fiscal resources are
inadequate to meet the student's needs.
Special education 1nétruction to children who are at.
home must constitute at least 10 hours per week to
generate 1 FTE. [AS 14.30.305]

Plan of Service for the Gifted and Talented

An annual plan of service for gifted and talented
programs or services beyond the level of those or-
dinarily provided as regular school programs must be
submitted to the department for approval no later then
June first of the preceding fiscgl year. The elements
essential to an annual plan of sdrvice for gifted and
talented may be found on page 7.9 of this handbook.
School distrfbtsamay identify only the top five percent
(5%) of .their total digtrict popitlation as gifted or '
talented. [AS 14.30.¥8D, AS 14.30.350(E)]

Full-Time Equivalencies (FIE)
Full-time equivalencies will be determined by levels of
services offered exceptional children. Level of ser-
vice shall be reflective of the total amount of time
fhe child is in a specifically designated instruction
mode. . .

o
Cri

4.1

ADM and FTE

Computacion -

Levels, of service
determine full-time

equivalencies

-
k
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Mindmum length of School Day Exclusive of Intermissions:

AS 14.03.040

*Preschool—-3 = %20 hr./wk.

*k4H—12 = 25 hr./wk.
Level I Level I1 Level I1X Level IV
0-25% 26-50% 51-75% : 76-100%
Per—-Day . . -
* 0-1 hr. 1:01-2 hr. 2:01-3 hr. 3:01-4 hr.
*%0—-1.25 hr. 1.26-2.5 2.6-3.95 3.76-5
Per—-Week
* -5 5:01-10 _ 10:01-15 15:01-20

** 0-6.25 6.26-12.5 12.6-18.75 18.76-25

Child study teams (CST), with parents or legal guard-
ians should consider the above table as a minimum
standard when developing individual education plans

(L.E.P.'s). While the necessary time and costs at-
tributable t¢ the work of the CST, certification test-—
ing, .and s ‘indirect support as: travel to specific

sites, development of lesson plans, and necessary
central office support _are of concern to district
personnel, it can not -be used in computation for levels
of service. Direct services only may be used when
computing levels of services, 'The only method for.
receiving state reimbursemént for special education
evaluation and placement services 1s to lengthen the
days in membership of specific students to reflect the
actual days of membership as having been from the
beginning of the referral-assessment process. P.L. 94-
142 regulations limits this time period to 30 days.
Children should be processed into Special Education in
much less time. FTE cannot be increased to reflect
indirect support.

Aﬁ example: of Increasing days—in—memberehip’is as
follows: }
September 1, Screening/referral and/or child find
reveal an at—risk student.,

September 1-5, CST notified aﬁd initial staffing
takes place.

N
"
- - "
i N -

September 8-13, CST mgkes placement decisibn based
on testing, and parental inplt and by September
16-20 pléices child in program. * IEP reflects level
of gervﬁce ard FTE gemeration ia establ;phed.

The district may compute FTE from September 1 in this
¢case befause the child is receiving process serviceg
even though. hé/sﬁ%lmay not becdme enrolled in the
ptogram_untpkgﬁhe 20th of.the month.

wra ~
R 3C
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***Child Certification Audits and Program Reviews

Each school district shall stand ADM/FTE audit at 1eaJt
once each three years and anytime after thirty (30) school
days into a school year. All audits will verify the
_current ADM/FTE level. Audits conducted after the first
‘quarter has ended will also confirm the first quarter
ADM/FTE for Special Education. Disatricts will be required
to provide the following data to the Commissioner of
Education: . S?
1. The number of students reported as exceptional,
T their exceptionality and level of service as

" reported on the quarterly enrollment. reports.

2. The number of days in membership of each special’
education student.

3. "~ The program pPlacement and the service provided as
described by the IEP.

4, All data the child study team used to determine
I.E.P., program placement and’ services to be
provided each child. . _ .-

.Other audits may be indicated (1) if there 1s an

"unexplained rapid growth in a program; (2) if |

the ratio of exceptional to regular is high.

LS

Additional audits may occur at any. time upon direction
- of the Commissioner of Education. T

.Program Reviews are scheduled as necessary and are a
best’ practice review which is an indepth study of the
district's special education program. :

BN I Programs may need to be'drastically realigned.

- Co .

-

4, " Additional resources may be allocated from De-
" partment of Education or other.

5. An audit may be recommended

J ***Spécial At tendance . : ' - o .
In,the computation of foundation units for special education
support, each district wilL,usually be treated as a single
unit. Special attendance areas will not be allowed \rithout
specific written approval from the Commissioner of Education.

- : - =
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Districts should not consiger applying for a special attendance
area for a component of 1its specilial education program unless
that component reflects a state-wide or region-wide effort.
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Chapter Five:

EXCEPTIONALITY DEFINED

The exceptional child has, been defined as that child who .
deviates from the average or normal child in mental, phy—
sical, or social characteristics to swuch an extent that he
requires a modification of school prattices, or special

, educational services, in order to develop to his maximum
capaclity. A child mFy be said to be educationally'excep—
tional 1if his deviatdion is of such kind and degree that it
interferes with his ,development underj ordinary classroom
.procedures and necessitates special education, .either in
conjanction with the regular class or¥ in a special class or
school, for his maximum development.

from their peers to the degree that they are better served

by placement in a special learning program designed to serve

their particular exceptionality; these children may be
_identified in the following categoriFS' - [AS 14.30.350]

"Exceptional children" means childregﬂwho differ markedly

I

***Mental Retardation | T ¢

""Mentally retarded" includes those children of educable and
trainable mind who consistently demdnstrate evidence of
reduced 'acedemlc achievément. or soclal behavior and whose
intellectual potential ‘indicates’ restriction significantly
below that of their peers.' [AS 14.30. 350]

This term refers to that group of conditions character}zed
by a) slow rate of maturation, b) rfduced learning capacity,
and c) inadequate social adjustment!, presernt singly or in
combination, and associated with intellectual functioning
which 1s below the aﬁerage range, usually present from birth
or early age. i

***Physical'Disability ) I

.

"Physically handicapped" includes ehildren whose known or
diagnosed physical impairments are;so severe or, involved
- that special facilities, equipment | or methods are needed to
make their educational program effective. [AS 14. 30. 350]

Congenital or ‘acquired muscular, skeletal, sensory, or
neurological or other organic deficiencies which precludes
normal progress in the regular school program.
Blindness: A conditidh of severe visual impairment;
such. as loss of sight as to result in no measurable
vision or-: vision which is so limited as to be of little
< 7if any practical use as 'a channel of learning.

[

‘Partial Sightedness." Visual limitation which- inter-‘

-  feres with student's learning efficiency to such an
' extent that special. teaching services and aids are
~ = .requlred to attain performance standards appropriate

-
———
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for normally sight students of comparable abillity but
who rely on vision as a chief channel of learning and
use of print as the primary modé of reading® Per-
‘formance may be adequate with the use of visual aids

- and modified instructional material and methods.

Deafness: Malfunction of the auditory mechanism re-
sulting in a condition in which hearing is either
totally absent or so defective as to be nonfuctional
for the ordinary purposes of life. The hearing im-
pairment is so severe that the student cannot learn
primarily by the auditory channel even with a hearing
aid, and depends upon the other senses for all educa-
tional activities.

Hearing Impaired: Malfunction of the auditory mecha-
nism resulting in a deficiency in hearing acuity and/or
speech discrimination but with sufficient residual
hearing to acquire speech and language by auditory
means with or without a hearing aid or other ampli-
fication equipment. The student requires modification
of instructional methods and materials or supplementary
assistance in order to function and learn at the level
of his maximum potential. ®

.

Orthopedically Handicapped: Descriptive of crippled
children disabled by non-¢entral-nervous-system €on—
ditions, such @as poliomyelitis, tuberculosis of the
spine, fractures,'or burns which reésult in mobility
problems significantly reducing participation in usual
classroom acbivities.

Neuroclogically Handicapped: Descriptive of children
who are crippled by 'a condition of the central nervous
system, such as epilepsy, cerebral palsy, postencepha-
litis, or postmeningitis which significantly restricts
participation in usual classroom activities. (Should be
included with Orthopedically Handicapped for reporting
purposes )

***0Other Health Impairment

.« Health conditiong which result in reduced ability to parti-
cipate in usual .classroom activities.. Medical diagnosis may
include conditions .such as asthma heart disease, or hemo-
philia. .

***Emotionally Disturbed

"Emotionally handicapped” includes children whose known or
diagnosed emotional impairment is so seVere or jnvolved that”
special faciliXies, equipment or methods are ngeded to ‘make
their educatipnal program effective. [AS 14.3Q4350] .

‘A deep—rooted prnblem involving. controk&and eAxpreasion
of feelings that result in severe defi encieg in group
. :

HU
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.-,participation, awareness and/or understanding of self -
-and environment which significantly reduces partici-
"pation in usual classroqm activies. '

Communicative Disorders .
—

Impairments in articulation, language, voice, or flu-
ency. A communicative disorder may range from a mild
to severe developmental organic¢, or.psychogenic defi-
cit. N . '

Articulation Disorder: The abnermal production of
one or more phonemes (speech sounds) that inter-
fere with intelligibility of speech. . Four basic

" types of misarticulation #nclude: substitution of
one phoneme for another, -omission of phonemes,
phonemic distortions, and inappropriate additions
of phonemes. -~

Language Disorder! The acquisition, comprehension
or use of expressive and/or receptive language
skills, either oral ‘or graphic, which. are devian
from accepted norms in terms of syntactical, .
morphological, and semantic performance.

S - Voice Disorder: The absence or abnormal produc-

. tion of voice characterized by defective vocal
quality, pitch, and/or intensity. [NOTE: When a
voice digorder is suspected, a physician's diag-
nosis 1is required before serviges can begin.]

(3

”ﬂbuency Disorder. 'The abnormal flow of verbal ex—
pression, including rate and rhythm.

¥

Specific-Learning Disability

"Children with learning disabilities'" includes those
who exhibit- disorders. in one or ‘mork of the basic

. learning processes involved in compﬂbhending or using
expressive or receptive lanaguage aqﬂ ‘who may require
speclial facilities, equipment or methods . to make their
educational program effective. [AS 14.30.350] . 'Such
disorders include such conditions as perceptualohandi-
caps, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dys- "
lexia, and developmental aphasia: Such term does pot
include children who have learning problems which- are
primarily the result of visual, hearing or moto
handicaps, of mental retardation, of emotional dis—
turbance, or environmental, cultural or economic dis-
advantage. .

_ Multiple Handicapped . ' ) T )

“"Multiple - Handicapped" includes children whose known
Co- or diagnosed handicaps are determined to be any combina-
tign of the-handicapping conditions described above "
T wé;ae needs demand the provision of special. facili;iea,
. 4
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equipment or methods to make eir educational program
« effective. [AS 14.30.350] :

Gifted and Talented

L]

"Gifted" includes children having outstanding intel-
lect, ability or creative talent; programs or serxvices.
beyond the level of those ordinarily provided as regu-
lar school programs shall be submitted to the depart-—
ment for supplediental funding on an approved program
basis.  [AS 14.30.350]. : :

»

Gifted and talénted students are those identified by .
qualified persons ‘Who, by virture of outstanding abili-
ties represent the five percent (5%) of a given
school district's tothl student population and -are
capable of exceptional performance. These are students
who require differentilated educational programs and/or
services beyond those yormally provided by the regular
school program in ordeS\ee realize their contribution
to self and society. - ' :

This definition seeks to distinguish two groups of ’
students from their peers on the basis of exceptional
perfbrmance. The two groups are the (1) intellectually °
gifted and (2) the talented. While intellectual superior-
ity and talent are highly related, the relationship is
less than perfect; that is, not all talented students
are intellectually superior while most intellectually
superior students display exceptional talents. These
two groups of students can.pe distinguished from their
normal peers on the basis of a variety of performance
indicators.




-
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é'Chapter Six: ' _ o ‘

OTHER DEFINITIONS -
. ! o ¢
***Educational Evaluation

A multifactored evaluation which defines the parameters

. of a child's assets and deficits in all logical curricular
areas, as well as his functioning in the school, home and
community. The education evaluation process includes )
both a diagnostic evaluation and an assessment of needs. .
(See definitions' of diagnosis(es) and assessment.)

***Djiagnosis(es)

The procedure or procedures by which child performance and |
ability to perform are defined. Procedures may -
include assessment of level of intellectual capacity,
hearing acuity, ‘visual aculty, motoric functions, etc.
The outcome of thqrdiagnostic-progess 1s that the child's
ability and performance are described well enough to
evaluate the appropriateness of regutar or special
education placement. Diagnostic information may also have
* applicability in-— ing more specific placement decisions
‘(e.g., 1f a child 1is seriously visually impaired, provisions -
will be made in placement to use large print materials
and perhaps other special instructional materials). .
Diagnostic information is not sufficient, however, to make
refined placement decisions. Accurate assessment  -of skill
deficits and assets provide the additional information
needed for more precise determination of appropriate
education programming.
- L4
***Assessment

- .Procedure by which the exceptional child's skill levels are
determined for all relevant curricular areas. A '
thorough assessment might include determining academic
skills and knowledge present and lacking, fine and gross
motor  skills, efc.. On the basis of 4 thorough assessment of
an exceptional child's needs, appropriate short-range
educational objectives and instructional programs to meet
those objectives;can be designed. o :

-
-

***Initial.Idegtificaﬁion' L i

- -

Any procedﬁfe or set of procedures (échool enﬁry screening,
. child census or survey, parent or teacher_feferral,;etc()j
which leads to the location of a potentially -exceptional
child. - - ' ' )

***Least Restrictive Enviromnment: (Least Restrictive AIternatiye)

?ha;:placement option'whiéh assures that exce?tibnal
thildren are educated with children who are in the
regular - classroom and that speclal classes, separate

schooling or other removal of excgptioﬁal_children

Q LS
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from the regular educational environment occurs’ .
only when the nature or severity of the exceptionality
'is such that education in regular classes with the

use of supplementary aids and services cannot be
achlieved satisfactorily.

***Long—@!}ge Goals (one year goals, = Annual goals)

. g o
Logg-range educational goals .are the Child Study
Team's best statements of where a given. exceptional
child should be in the educational system in tgli
future (in one, in three, or in five years). Such
goals can be'defined in terms of behaviordl state-—
ments (e.g., the child will have a saleable vocational
skill, be able to manage a checking and savings
acc0unt,‘atg.), as well as in-service need statements
(e.g., the child needs a vocational/career education
aimed at developing saleable skills, skills in money -
management, etc.). T .

-

a

***Short-Range Objectives
Short-— ge objectives are the teacher's best statements
of those™measurable intermediate steps between a child's
present level of performance in a goal ‘area and .the .
desired level as stated in the long-range goal.
Short-range objectives can be stated behaviorally
-(e.g., the chifd will be able to recognize money, both
currency and cain, in amounts up to $10), as well as in
terms of curriculum units needed by that child
.(e.g., the child needs a curriculum unit on recognizing
and .counting money, on time telling, etc.). -

T

'

***Due Process o
e ]

In legal terms, due process medns the fair administration
of the law. In education this concept has been applied
‘to the right of parents té6 review educational decisions
which affect a child's.program, to receive a fair and
impartial hearing in a reconsideration of educational
decisions, and the right of parents and children of
majority age to review school records, etc.

**%*Related Services

I

This tetm "related services" means. transportation and such
developmental, corrective, and other supportive services as.
are ‘pequired to assist. a handicapped child to benefit from

v spefial education, and includes speech.pathology ‘and audiol-

" ogy, psychological services, physical and occupational
therapy, reecreation, early identification and assessment of -
disabilities in chilfiren, counseling services, and medical
services for diagnostic or evaluation purposes. The term
also includes school health services, social work services -
in schools, and parent counseling and training. [Fed. Reg.

“_,'%. 4 ., v ) Dow N
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.***Special'Servicés

)
AT

- .

L
I3

Qspeéiai‘sefvices“ means but 18 not limited to transporta-

- tion, spepial tedching, corrective teaching, corrective

health habits, and the provision of special seats, books,
teaching supplies, facilities, and equipment required for A
the instruction of exceptional children, and includes educa-
tion and training. for children who cannot- utilize regular
classroom instruction. [AS 14.30.350] =~

***Data Required‘in Student's Certification File foi'Monitoring}
e

Péfsona; data, i.e., name, birthdéte, sex,'parent; or’ guar—
dian, C.A., grade placement. . '
Educational history; i.e., gcadeﬁic.record, anecdotal rec-
Ol’.'d [ ’ b . - ‘f_

. ‘ ‘ s . 7 _

Social history (need for this may be determined by Child._ _

Study Team). . . N\

Medical history (need for this mdy:be determined by Chiid.
Study Team) . ‘

Psychological evaluation (need for this may be deteérmined by
Child Study Team). -

Referral form (completed). . . -

Observation report, (as_.required in the eligibjlity
criteria for an exceptionality). -

Adaptf%e.behavior instrument, (as required im the
eligibility criteria for an exceptionality).

Parent permission for evsluation. ' -
Asgessment summary: i.e., psychological, academic, 'med'[ca.l.
Annual reaésessment.

Parent permission for.piacement.

ParenL permission for program change (as needed).

Individualized education plan for each student,

Parent acknowledgement of receipt of copy of due process
procedures in native language.

***Observation -

The act or process of observing academic performance in
the regular classroom setting as a means of gathering .
descriptive or quantitive data. Such procedures re-—
quire that observed behaviors be coded or classified by

e ' S:E
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the use of non—-evaluative, relatively objectlve'secs of
categories which describe specific behaviors or actions.

***Adaptive Behavior
A% - \
. L 4
As used in this handbook adaptive behavior involves the
use of adaptive behavior measurement as a part of a
non-discriminatory or non-biased assessment of students
who are being considered for speciali education identi-
fication, placement, intervention, and Programming.
Such instruments as Adaptive Behavior Inwvéntory for
. Children (ABIC) (a part of SOMPA) by Mercer & Lewis,
1977; Adaptive Behavior Scale —— Public School Version
(ABS—PS) by Lambert, Windmiller, Cole, and Figuroa,
19743 Bolthasan Scale of Adaptive Behavior, Balthasan,
1973; and the Cambridge Assessment Developmental Rating
and Evaluation, Welch, O'Brien, and Ayers, 1974, may be
used. These are cited as examples only.

***Native. Language

~

When used with r¢fference to d@n individual of limited
English speaking ability, means the language normally -
used by such individuals, or in the case of a child, the
language normally used by the parktnts of the child.

¢ | T




Chapter Seven: L

DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES ' ~
***Introduction ' .
-Standardizéd.tests}afé widely used in'gssessm?nt related - Atténtionf:;
to educational evaluation, and in assessment of ability. cultural diversity
Careful interpretation of test results is always necessary » 1s critical in
when considering the status of any individual child or of ° Alzska
. - any group of children: with backgrounds which vary from- : ,
the general population. In Alaska, cultural diversity -~ - .

requires extreme caution in interpreting'a1l results.

Testing and evaluation materials and procedures utilized
for the purposes of evaluation and placement of exceptional
children will be selected and administered so as not to be
,acially or culturally discriminatory. Such materials or:
procedures shall be provided and administered in the child's
native language or mode of communication, unleBs it clearly is .
not feasible to do so, and no single procedure shall be - s \e
the sole criterion for determining ay appropriate educational *

program for a child. [P.L. 94-142; eftion 612(5) (c)1]

Y

There are no simple rules to apply in testing or interpreting Testing can be
tests for a given child. Providing test instructions, or meaningful if done
even translating the test into the child's native thoughtfully
tongue (unless it is clearly not feasible to do so), ' &

will help in gaining more meaningful results. Utilizing N
competent professional teams for assessment and interpretation
provides the best assurance of valid decisions.

For individuals or for groups of children mot successful Special Education

in regular classrooms, it is the responsibility of the 1s not intended
school district to develop appropriate programs to meet . to fotus upon .
the needs of those children. It is the clear intent cultural divergence
of the Jdegislature, however, that programs designed ) as a condition
primarily to deal with culturally divergent children of exceptionality”

should not be used to generate Public School Foundation

Units for.Special Education. The function of these

eligibility guidelines then, is to insure that ) : g

labels are not systematigally applied to exceptional children.

In no case should a school district feel that the

determination of eligibility is sufficient grounds Qi

for determining the kind of placement required to meet

a child's special needs - that final placement determination

must await a specific educational needs assessment for that - =

child as determined by the Child Study Team. (See Chapter ~

2 of this document). These eligibility guidelines are % [

w designed primarily to insure that the extra resources avallable
- through ‘the special education schedule of the Public School‘f
Foundation Program are provided to those children ’
who are exceptional as described by law. . \

\
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General Eligibility Guidelines : .

Several. general guidelines for determining the eligibility
of a child for special services do apply, regardless of the -
child's cultural background or exceptionality: *i) : ;; .

1. The child must be of legal school age in Alaska. For '
- exceptional chldren, this is 3-19 years pf age.

2. And, the child must be fuﬁctioning'at a level signi-
ficantly below the average for his peer group of the
same age and cultural background. (or significantly ' .
above average for the talented or gifted child).

G
3. The child must He unable to learn successfully up to .
' his potential in the regular school program without
special supportive services.
LY w
4. A person over school age may be admitted to the public

school in the school district in which he is a resident
at the discretion of the governing body of the school
district. A person over schéol’ age may be charged
tuition by the governiﬁg body of the school district.
{as 14.03. 080(b)]

o

Specific Eligybility Crit}aria

A child can be eligible for special education after being Mentally Retarded
evaluated and recommended for special education placement by ' .
the Child Study Team with coneideration given to the fol~

lowing criteria:

-

1 Intellectual performance, based on appropriate age
level measuree and interpreted by qualified personnel
who are aware of the.cultural and language differerces,
whi~h shows intellectual potential to at l1east one and
7/3 etandard deviationa belkow the mean.

" Sotial and adaptive hehavier equal rn 1/4 or legs of
chronological age. : '

A child can be eligible for special education placement 1if Fartially SHighted
the Child Study Team so determines after:

1. His or her visual acuity is 20/70 or less in the better
eye with correction as determined by an eye physicianj; .

2. or, an eye physician recommends special services’
requiring the use of non-standard instructional mate-
rials or aids designed to facilitate the child's .learning.

A child can be eligible for-special education placement if Blind
the Child Study Team so determines after:

1. his or her visual acuity is 207200 or less in the

> -7 ,
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better eye with correction as determined by an eye
physician;

2. or his or her visual perception is impaired by a field
deficit in which the visual field subtends an angle no
greater than 20 degrees ("tummel vision");

3. or, an eye speclalist indicates that functional vision
-‘—-HLQ‘Z;;i?ally absent for purposes of learning and that .
spec services utilizing primarily other aensory
modalities are required. _ :
: .
A child can be eligible for special education ptacement if Hearing Impaired
the Child Study Team so determines after:. -

1.  Upon failure of hearing screening teatiné, the child
has a handicapping hearing loss as determined by an
audiologiBt's or physician's diagnoaiié\ng}pation.

2. Evalué&ion, including: B

. speech evaluation (including voice, articulation,
and fluency) . ’ .
languége evaluation s
hearing evaluation
oral-peripheral examination
specialized tests related to learning

indicates that an educational performance is deficient
and related to the hearing impairment, and b) special
instructional techniques, materidls, and/or equipment
are needed in order to factlitate learning through the
auditory modality.

Criteria for "hearing impaired'; any child observed
i to have a significant hearing loss (Greater than

20dB at any two speech frequencies in one ear) or other
evidences of middle ear pathology. Either or both

of these conditions indicate the need for audiological
and medical follow-up. Close coordination with local
and regional health care providers is imperative in
providing prompt services for middle ear disorders.

A child can be eligiBle for special education placement Deaf
if the Child Study Team so determines after: v

. . e |
1. The child has a severe loss of auditory sensitivity

which interferes with speech reception and
-discrimination abilities as determined by an audiologist
or qualified physician. r

2. Evaluation indicates that the auditory modality cannot
serve as the modality for speech and languare develop-
ment and special instructio techniqﬁes utilizing

R /) other sensory modalities are required in order to
ot facilitate learning.

25
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A chi1ld can be eligible for special education placement if

the Child Study Team so determines‘after: .

AqL child, because of the nature of his or her handicap,
cannot.participate safely and profitably in the .
regular education program without specialized equipment
,and instructional methods.

2. A qualified physician or orthopedic specialist determines
that the child suffers from a motoric, skeletal or other
orthopedic impairment and recommends special education
placement. ' . , ¢

=)

A child can be eligible for special education placement

if the Child Study Team so determines after:

1. The child is diagnosed by a qualified physician or
neugologistdas having a neurological impairment
which results in an educationally significant
deficit(s) in one or more of the following areas:
Motor, sensory-motor, perceptual, cognitive or
behavioral. -7 ) ‘

2. The child lags significantly in educational progress -
when compared to peers of like age and culture
(2 or ‘more years behind).

A child can be eligible for special education placement

if a physician-in conjunction with the Child Study Team
certifies that the child is unable to benefit from a
regular school program without special support, or regular
attendance unadvisable .

A child cam be eligible for special education placement

if the Child Study Team determines thatf

LI They meet the criteria for special education
placement in more than one area of exceptiomnality.

2. The nature of- their multiple handicapping condition
. is so severe they cannot adapt to a special program
specifically desigped for one major handicap.

., Communicative Disqrders - A child can be eligible for
special education placement if: _ E:

As a -result of diagnostic and predictive testing a
Speech/Language Pathologist, as a member of the
Child Study Team determines that the student has a
'significant articulation, language, voice, or -
fluency disorder as defined on page 5.3.

Specific Learniné Disabilities (eligibility Criteria)

The following shall be included on the Child Stady Team
.(CST), in evaluating a child suspected of having a
specific learning disability: :

o o
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"Orthopedically:

Handicapped ‘

Neurological

-handicapped (Should

be included with
Orthopedically
handicapped for

FTIE report)

Other Health
Impairments - .

Multiple Handicapped

Communicative
Disorders

Learning Problems




-

‘1. The child's,reguiar teacher; or

2. ' If the child does not have a regular teacher, a
regular classroom teacher-qualified to teach a .
.child of his or her age; or : i

3. }Br a child of less than school age, an . individual
qualified by the Department of Education to teach’ a
child his or her age; and .

4. At least one person qualified to conduct individual
diagnostic examinations of children, such as school

. psychologist, speech.language pathologists, or learning

e .disability specialist.

‘THe following five conditiqns must be met in order to
identify children to be served as learning disabled:"

1. The child must évidence conceptual, perceptual
' and/or integrative disabilities or a disorder in one
v or more of the basic psychological processes involved
N in using spoken or written language.

Documentation of the disability will be.accomplished
through the use.of observation, adaptive behavior
scales, and criterion referenced measures. (A" -
measure of individual intelligence or other evaluation
instruments may be used at the Child Study Team's
discrétion).

¢ -

a. Observation must include the following criteria:.

(1) At least one team megmber other than the
. child's regular teacher shall observe the
=" child's regular classroom setting.

(2) 1In the case of a child of less. than school

> age or out of achool, a team member shail
&, . observe the child in an environment appropriate
h for a child that age.

b.  Adaptive behavior scales which are appropriate
-~ for the child's age and disabildtty.

c. Criterion referenced instruments that are.
commercial or teacher made.

d. Individual standardized intelligence tests, when
used (such as the WISC-R, WAIS, WPPSI, Stanford-Binet)

_ This permits the use of local norms for standardized
W tests and/or criterion referenced measures of
intellectual performance. '

"6
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. 2. The.chi}d Has.significant academic problems.

1

A significant academic problem exists when the CST
finds that a child has a severe discrepancy between
academic achievement and intellectual ability In one
or more of the following areas:

.
» -

a. Oral Expression - ‘ . s
b.‘;‘L}stening Compreheneion —

c. Written Expression LS

d. Basic Reading Skill 4

e, Reading Comprehension )
£. Mathematics Calculation )

ﬁ. Mathematics Reasoning _ : '?iwn “2

The following procedures’mhst be followed in certifying a
severe discrepancy' .
a. The total evaluation of the student must be
carefully considered in terms of the student's social,
cultural, and economic background. Poor academic
“ functioning due to such things as irregular ‘
attendance in school, low intelligence, bilingual
background, lack of educational stimulation in the “
home, etc., does not of itgelf qualify a student
for a special educatio ogram or service under
the ‘definition of 1earning disabilities.

b. The use of systematic observation in multiple settings,
adaptive behavior scales, and criterion referenced
measures, must be documented. This will provide not
‘only a means for determining placement, but, also
information upon which decisions about student
performance, future placement, and program can be h
based. ' :

c. In addition, the Child Study Team must be able to show
that viable general education alternatives have been
given a fair trial and have- been found not to be
effective. \Examples would include individualized
instruction, such as tutoring, remedial reading, English

~as a second language and/or bilingual education,
compensatory education, placement with other teachers
and/or general education resource programs, etc.
RESPONSIBILITY RESTS WITH THE DISTRICT TO PROVIDE
DATA AND . DEFEND ITS APPROPRIATENESS.

3. Exclude children "'who have learning problems which
\ are primarily the result of visual, hearing, or
motor handicaps, of mental retardation, of emotional *
disturbance, or envirommental, cultural difference, or
economic disadvantage.'’

e
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4. The.CST'bhall prepare a written teport of the results
of the evaluation. The report must include a statement

of:
a. " Wﬁether the child has a.apecific_leatningdisability. )
E b..‘ The'sasis fox making the determination. l
._c.' The relevant behavior noted during the observation
) of the child. .. :
d. The relationship of'that behavior to the child's ~
. academic functioning.
‘r e, The educationally relenant medical findings,'if_any.
o f. Whether there is a severe discrepancy between .

L

achievement and ability which is not correctable
without special education and related services.

2. The'detErmination of the team concermning the
effects of environmental, cultural difference, or
economic disadvantage. ‘ _ ' ' :

h. Each team member shall certify in‘writing
whether the report reflects his or her
conclusion. If 1t does not reflect his
or her conclusion, the team member must
submit a separate statement presenting his
or her conclusion.

5. Evaluation and assessment must be donme in order that
teaching materials and the learning enviromment can be _
matched with specific needs of the child under consideration.

Severe'Emotionaf Problems

A child is eligible for_ special education ‘placement 1if a
psychiatric or psychological assessment (by an appropriate
Child Study Team) shows a reasonable indication of social-
emotional disturbance efther in the absence of all other
handicaps or 1s determined to be the pPrimary handicap. The
following criteria must be considered before placement in-
special education for E.D.:

1. The child is .not capable of functioning educationally
: in a group setting. ..
2. Any E.D. child who is to receive special education
- services shall be under the active routine attention
of qualified medical and/or, psychological personnel.

. a. The Child Study Team shall develop an individual. .
education plan that delineates the type and duration
. of services. The I.E.P. shall carefully utilize




Gifted and Talented (Eligibility Criterion)

1.

&

techniques developed in a joint staffing includimng
apprbpriate medical and/or psychological personnel.
>

Identif cation of students as gifted and tale;téd

must be“done through the use.of multiple performancé
indicators. No single tesf, test score, other
measurement or nomination procedures shall be the deter-
mining factors. Both objective and subjective

. measuréments must be used. While some standardized

tests exist for identification of giftedness and talent,
districts may adopt them or deve10p their own in order
to meet local needs. .

_Multiple performance indicators to identify intel-

lectually gifted students might include, but are
not limited to, the following:

a.' Superior score on an individual or group
achieyvement tests;

b. Superior score on individual or group
intelligence’tests; '

c. _ Superior score on aptitude tests  in specific

areas;
d. Pupil proddEts such as grades, class activities,
and work; such as: exceptional art work,

o

creative writing, musical ability, "inventions', etc.;

e. Nominations from teachers, parents, peers, gelf,
and community members.

Talented students are those who have demonstrated
exceptional performance in one or more of the
following areas:

a. Creative or productive thinking;

b. Leadership;

c. - Visual or performing arts;

d. Manipulative skills;

School districts may idehtify only the top five
percent (SZ) of their total district population

as gifted or talented. It is recommended ‘thdt a —~ '
district not develop a program that will result “4n
the entire 5% in only one gifted and talented area.

Districts shall submit to the Commissioner an

acceptable plan prior to funding. This plan must
be condistent with’the State Special Education Handbook
and include the foilowing elements:

bg

s
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a. A statement of philosophy for gf%ted'and
talented program; . -
'b.  Program goals both annual and long-range (two or
three years) and short-range objectives; :

C. Specific student_identification procedures; -
d. .Program and curricular alternatives;
1) Staff utilization plan;

2) staff in-service plan;

3) Annﬁal program evaluation. ,
6. General elements to be incLuded in the evaluation
design.
a. The evaluation design should focus on:.
1) Student progress, and X

2) Program administration;

b. .The evaluation design shdu % be developed
during the program. plann .

c. Evaluation procedures should be related EP
goals and objectives of the program;
-
d. - Student evaluation should be formative
(i.e., continuous); F ..
e.  Evaluation.should he comprehensive, usiﬂg
several techniqued®and assessment methodologies,'

f. The evaluation should reveai\to what extent
goals and objectives have. been accomp&ished. -

“

7. Areas to be considexed for evaluating pregrams:

a. The effects oh the students in the programs;
" b. The effects on pﬁher students;

.
~

c. - The effects on patents;
d. . The effects on thefeommunity; : :
i

e. The effects on th% faculty;”ﬁﬁ. ' «

L
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f£. The administretioﬁ’-rof"the prdiram;

g. The effects on the total education pPrograms
within the school or districts.




. 8. Techniques of Evaluation
. P .
There is a multiplicity of tests, inventories,
observational techniques, and measuring devices.
available €o assist in the assessment process.

Some examples of these techniques are the follow
]

a. Standardized tests B

b. Teacher—made ipventory tests‘of.behesior,
self—imag%, or sociological development

g -

Cc. Individuai conferenees
d. -Group conferences
e.. Group'counseliné
‘ E. Parent reastion
. feer reaction )
h. Student reaction
i. Sociograms

~ J- Psycﬁgiogical tests

k. Rating scales for creativit; motivational
aspects, student awareness - - . .
1.  Student ability
\ a
™. iStudent ;ﬁadiness

n. Expeqt oﬁ?hion

0. 4 Student projects/products
A thorough eYaluation program will utilize several
of the above techniques. Continued funding for
gifted and talented programs is dependent upon
submission of evaluation data to the Office for
. Exceptional Children indicating the 'effectiveness
" of the district's gifted ‘and talented program.
The subsequent year's plan must indicate how °
evaluation—tesults were used to modify the program.

opL
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