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THE BLACK PRESS AND THE BAKKE CASE:
AN ANALYSIS' OF COVERAGE

'Regents of the UniVersity of California'v ﬁakke has been ca11ed oneiof

9

" the most insidious. threats to m1nor1ty progress 1n the past quarter century

" For the B1ack Press, Regents of the Un1ver51ty of Ca11forn1a V. Bakke may not

only bemthe most insidious threat, 1t may=also be the biggest :and mostwlmpor-

tant news story to break in the present decade 1 L ”

How d1d the Black Press report the story--the case of a wh1te male c1a1m1ng

3

he was a victim of dlscrlmlnatlon’ Because .of the potent1a1 negative impact. of

it

Bakke on educatlon ‘and JObS for b1acks, it was expected that the Black Press
would carry a 51gn1f1cant amount of news and ana1y51s on th@ story Because -

- the Black Press should be 1nterested in helplng ‘its. readers develop informed
—
opinions’ about the case and the. 1mp11cat10ns attached to 1t, ‘it was expected

. that exten51ve news and ed1tor1a1 sﬁace would be devoted to the "reverse dis-

-

crimination" suit. It was also expected that the Black Press would pay close'

attention to the story because of the irony involved 1n a wh1te male clalmlng

/

- he was a victim of race discrimination. Up unt11 recently that c1a1m had been -/

the- exc1u51ve doma1n of blacks. j o B S o ” f/ - /

Regents of the Unlver51ty of Callfornla v. Bakke is. about a wh1te ma&e in /

_his mid- 30‘s who was denied adm1551on to the Unlver51ty of California, Dav1s /
. i
Med1ca1 School while 16 mrnorlty students were admitted via a spec1a1/adm1551ons
program. Allan Bakke, th1nk1ng the m1nor1ty students were less qua11f1ed than \\\\

hew charged reverse dlscr1m1nat10n and sued the Un1ver51ty The Ca11forn1a/

Supreme Court ruled in-favor of Bakke. The Un1ver51ty of Ca11forn1a f11ed

U »untersult

!
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Sympath1zers in support of Bakke's claim argued '"quotas" were unconstitu- -
‘tlonal wh11e opponents counterargued race could 1ndeed be con51dered in profes-

N,
Ay

sional school adm1551ons cr1ter1a without violating the constltutlon

Eventually, the United States Supreme Court agreed to hear arguments_ ‘repre-

N

'sentlng both const1tut10nal p01nts of view. With the ‘Supreme Court entering the.
arena; Bakke opponents predicted 4 negative ru11ng followed by a wh1te backlash.
_'Blacks access to professional schools, good JObS and decent hous1ng would be

halted,*opponents_prophes1zed; The U.S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments on

Regents of the University of California v. Bakke, October'lz, 1977.

Eight months later, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Allan”Bakke'must'be,

admitted to the University of California, Davis Medical Schaol. 1In its June 28,

1978 decision,mthe Supreme Court'upheld race sensitive affirmative action programs’
but outlawed r1g1d -race q\otésprograms

‘How d1d the Black Pre;§sreport the Bakke story and the deC1S1on7 In an

) 1|\\'

effort to prov1de answers to thls quest1on, hews and editorial content were

analyzed Four sub51d1ary research questions gu1ded the ana1y515 | Qow much-

e
e

coverage_;a;‘dEVoted fo‘the\Bakke.case7 What types of news storles were_pro-
vided? What.pos1tlons did ed1tor1als; oplnlon columns-and headlidgs‘take? Was
the Bakke case played up or doﬁn'in its placement on the.varioos news pages?

- Through providing{%nswer§ to the above'questions, this $tudy wlllvcontribote
to'our'limlted kﬁowledge;of thejpresent-day function,of the Black Press. In<the
_earlier literature on the‘Black Press, the protest function was iﬁevitably.em- _
'bhasizea.-uhoﬁ%ver in "The ﬁlack-ﬁress in Transition, "‘it was suggested that
the Black Prless has "lost 1ts penchant for.ﬂrotest "2 and a recent query..of .

ed1tors of the Blach\gress revealed that the maJorlty of them felt that the pur-
| 3

pose of the Black Press\was to 1nform. If protest is no longer the maJor pur-

: ' L BN : :
. pose of the Black Press, what is its function today? This study uses the Black

ERIC e
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. Press s coverage of gents of the Unlver51ty of California v. Bakke as one

_1nd1cat10n of the functlon of the Black Press.

VMethodology Ht

In order'to provide\answers to the-research questiohs, four black news-
papers were selected for the;r coverage of the Bakke case. Two of the papers,

the New York Amsterdam News (c1rculat10n, 67 000) and the Los Angeles Sentlnel

B

.ﬁ33,000) are.weeklles, the remaining two the Atlanta Da11y World (23 000) and

the Chicago Defender (22,000) are dailies.

- These four newspapers were selected on the basis of the following criteria:

(1) 1ength of t1me establlshed (2) the size of the black populatlon in the c1ty

_located €3) geograph1cal 1ocat10n, and. (4) frequency of publlqatlon

The first phase of th1s study covers. the t1me perlod January 1'to October.

31, 1977 Thls t1me perlod was-chosen 1n-an effort to capture the emergencey

.

subsequent bu11dup and decline of the case on the Black Press' agenda before and
after it was argued beforF the Supreme Court on October 12, 1977.
The - second phase of thls study. covers the perlod 1mmed1ately followlng the f

announcement of the Supreme Court s dec151on. Black Press coverage of th1s

dec151on was examlned in the“issues publlshed after June-iﬂthr—the~day—the -de-- -

: .
cision ‘was made public. ‘Two issues ofseach weekly newspaper and three 1ssues
. . T . . . . R B K »
L}

of. each daily paper were content analyEed for cOVerage-of the SypremehCourt's

”dec151on on Regents of the University of Callforn1a 'v. Bakke.

e e

Each 1ssue of tHe four newspapers was searched for news storles, ed1tor1als,‘

- opinion columns, 1etters to the editor, and photographs with . cutl1nes devoted

it was coded as follows:

Q

pr1mar11v to a discussion of the case.{ .

- After it . was determlned that an 1tem quallfled for 1ncluslon in the study,pim

¢y
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— 7 1. Type. Whether "the article was a hard news article, backgrounder,
' edltorlal opinion column, etc. .Hard news was operationalized
as news of the day. Background was operationalized as news'
which goes beyond superf1c1a1 spot report1ng :

2. ' Play. Whether the.article: appeared on the front page, ed1tor1a1 page, _
~ op-ed page, OT other page. T

3. 'Positron. Whether it appeared above ‘or below the fold
il [ .

4. Headllne d1rect10n Whether the headline's content was.pro-Bakke,
" anti-Bakke, or neutral. Pro-Bakke headlines favored Bakke's
admission to medical school or were against affirmative action
programs, e.g., "Let Bakke In." Anti-Bakke headlines opposed .
Bakke's med1ca1 school admission or were in favor of affirma-
tive action’and special admissions programs, e.g., “"High Court

Urged to Reject Claim of Reverse Bias Case." ‘Neutral headlines
were simple statements of fact; they did not take a position in’

either direction; e.g. "'Reverse Dlscrlmlnatlon' Case Goes to

_ : _ High Court." : _ : - :

* s ; ) | 4t e o ace ‘ :
5. Editorial position. Whether an editorial, opinion column, or letter

to the edltor was pro Bakke, ant1—Bakke, oTr neutral. : ;

, 6 ® Potentlal effects of Bakke: Whether. the Supreme Court's decision in
PR ~ the Bakke case was reported to affect: ‘opportunities for blacks
o in institutions of higher ‘learning, employment housing, and
--c1v11cm1ghts leglslatlon in general .

In addition,'each news article waspplaced into one'of the following subject
categor;es:-f(l) The Supreme Court's hearing of theuCase-and briefs filed-with.
the Supreme Court; (2) Protest-demonstrations againstﬁBakke;'tS) Black'Officials
and Organlzatlons speaklng out on - Bakke, (4) Spec1a1 Interest Groups commenting
on Bakke; (5) Background on the part1c1pants in the cdse; (6) Spec1al Admissions.
.Programs, and (7) The Carter Adm1n1strat10n s stand on' the Bakke Case. |

Each 1tem s length was recorded in. column 1nches lncludlng the space

_occupled by the headline. Illustratlons were counted and’ measured when the .cut-

@ .

line accompanylng them 1nd1cated they referred to the Bakke case.
Since the papers var1ed 1n~srze column 1nches were converted to -a standard
six column inch base.

Codlng of the data was dOne by two graduate students. Intercbder,reliabllity

.95.0




Findings - Phase I

rhearlng of the. case,and brlefs f11ed with the Supreme Court; (2)fBlack Officials 1

The newspapers, were examlned»for art1c1es on the Bakke case from the flrst
of January through the end of October, 1977. Durlng that period, 99 artici%e,
editorials.and commentaries totaling 1,567 column incheeawere ;ublished, Sixty-?f_
one of the storieenwere prrntedfduring the 9% months preceding the October,LZth
‘Supreme Court~hearing. Three articlee were publiehed on the day'Of the arguments
and 32 were printed durlng the two and a half weeks follow1ng the Supreme - Court -
arguments It should, be noted that the peak af the Bakke\coverage occurred the
week of the hearlng. o -

Approximately half of'the'articles on the Bakke case were hard.news; one-
fifth ﬁeré opinion colunns and siightly more than one;tenth were editorials‘

As Table 1 shows, the,remalnlng Bakke coverage con51sted .of background stories,
1etters to the editor and photo-rHlustratlons

Most of the.hard/news art1c1es were on four toplcs (1) the Supreue*Court

-

and Organlzatlons speaklng out on Bakke; (3) Protest demonstrations against .

Y.

~accounted for 80 percent of the afticles. The Carter Admlnlstratlon s stand\on

I

Bakke, and (4) SpeCIdl Interest Groups commentlng on Bakke. These four'suegects
the Bakke case, the speéfal admissiohé.programs and ‘background information on’
the particinants_in the case accounted for the‘other one-fifth of the stories. -

(See TableZZ.)j
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‘Special Adissions -

Table 1
Type of Article

%
Hard News 48
Opinion Columns a1

Editorials ‘14 -

Pictures. . - - 8 - %5

ﬂBéckground 6

Letters to the &

——————

Editor 3 :

- 100% -
(99)

, Table 2 - -
Subject of Articles

Supreme Court - - - 22

Protest Demonstrations 20

'Black Officials: . . 20

Spécial'Interést Groups . 18

- Carter Admihistration 11

Béckground;nggfa : S 5

8
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Editorials, opinion columns ahd_letters'to-the editor were examined'‘'to

determine if they were for Bakke, against Bakke or neutral on Bakke. It was .

- s

.expected that all of the'Black Press commentary would take a position againét

'Bakke, but, as Table 3 demonstrates, one- -fifth of the commentarles dmd Tiot. take

a position on either 51de of the. controversy There was onebpubllshed commﬂntary

in favor of Bakke. ' ' . ﬁﬁd"\i;\

v . Table 3 *

Editoriathosition7. -
5 i
Pro-Bakke : o
Anti-Bakke 77 .
. T | NeﬁtraI f:'p ;ZQ'. ‘ :
| o - 100%
i - (39)

In the trad1t10n of Anglo -American Journallsm, most (two thlrds) of the

head11nes on the7Bakke reports were neutral. -One-third were untavorable and

two headllneS‘were on Bakke s 51de. E ' -

Another way of studylng how a newspaper covers a story is to examlne how

the story is played in the newspaper.: Is the story placed on a page that has
hlgh readershlp or .low readersh1p9 Does the story get a lot or small amount of:_
space’r Are large headllnes and plctures .used to attract attent10n9 Is the

story placed above or_below-the_foldimaStorleswthat "et the most attentlon are

'usually on -the front page, and above the. fold with a 1arge_head}1ne and plctnre.
Surpr1§iﬁ§1§¢mostwof the'stories on Bakke in the four neWspapers studied.

were not on the front page.- Half of the stories were on a "low-play" page and .

& e _

one- flfth were on the ed1tor1a1 page._ The front page and op ed page each had

015 articles. (See ‘Te b]e 4 )

0,



. 4 : . Table 4 .
) - S Page Placement of Story o
) . . ~ : _ “ _ - | % , | " | _'
' ‘Ftont,Page-'a ; -Fh'1'15 ;.. R . ’
.. :j' 'i.- y | Editorial Page. = - Zi - ) : o
T ' Op-Ed Page 1'5" . | S
. _"Othet" ?age o _48 |
| | 100% - )

(99)

The newspapers had no preference for the amount of space reserved for
Bakke artlcles They-were just as_11ke1y to print a short as a medium as a_iong -

- - - ’ . 13
~artac1e.8_ 4

‘There were. dlfferences 1n the number of columns ‘devoted to a headllne.

Less ‘than half of the Bakke storles recelved two coldmn heads. ‘Thlrteen-of the .,

99pstorles, thevedltors felt, rated“51x-column headl;nes.p“

<

Photographs and illuStrations are editorial devices used to attract atten-

3

J7""tion to articles. Thls ed1tor1 1 dev1ce was V1rtua11y 1gnored in the stories

on the Bakke case. Only 7 of the 99 stor1es prlnted were accompanled by plcturesw

Plac1ng a- story above. the fold is’ another ed1tor1a1 attentlcﬂ dsvice. -This
dev1ce, unl;ke the photographs, was used exten51vely ;Three-fourths ‘of the

4

~ stories on Bakke'were_placed above‘the'fold.

-

.”Regional Newspapers ;:, ,i

~The newgpapers in the etody were seleoted to fepresent thﬁ 1tandard fOur?if'
'.reglons -of the U. S., East ‘West, Mlowest and South Because of reglonal d1f-
ferences, it was expected that there would be varlatlons\ln the amount and type
of covetage Regional varlatlons were found._ The Atlanta Da11y World represent-

. 1ng the South was the most dlfferent ‘ “ -
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-

) with. 77l column 1nches devoted to the Bakke case, the New York Amsterdam New5'

£y

was second with’ 338 column 1nches, and. the Los Angeles Sent1ne1 was thlrd w1th

. 278 column'lnches The Atlanta Da11y World carr1ed the 1east amount of material

180 column'inches'g . 'T . " e

N -
EE——

Table 5 shows the percentage of art1c1es devoted to each type of art1cle

—

‘in each of. the four newspapers As 1nd1cated in. the table, the World was most

llkely to carry a hard news item, followed by the Sent1nel~ " The Amsterdam News

,- - /
%and the Se1t1ne1 were mére 11ke1y to carty op1n10n columns, w1th the World be1ng

leastlllke1y Ed1tor1al commentary, as-well as‘background rnformatlon on thev

. ‘case, was limited ‘in all of _the papers however'-the Defezder was most, 11ke1y

-}'to-carry an editorial. What 1s str1k1ng is that the World dld not carry any

@

ed1tor1als perta1n1ng to the Bakke case. Letters toqthe ed1tor and p1ctor121

i

111u tratlons were also 11m1ted but when they were’ Tun, it was more likely that

In. terms of volume coverage - the Chicago Defender carried the most material

e

: b .
the'Defender or the Sentlnel would;use them. T~ .
Table 5 e
— ’ ; - : - Type of Articles ' ' .
' L A Comparlson of the Four Newspapers .
New York ~ ° Chicago Los Angeles ; ;fAtlanta
" Amsterdam News Defender =~ Sentinel’  Daily World .~
5 N - % s
Hard News . .~ 3 38 . .50 : - 92
. Opinion Colu;ﬁns : 44 120 o300 T
Editorials . . .11 . .. 2% 5 . g
Pictures ~ - . 6 . 10 1o T b
; Background o .'f'; :‘0-' . ; 12 T .0 - S 0
. Letters to the Editor 0 4 ot s T g T
B — o T o ' S )
‘ C100% N 100% - . C100% -t 100%
18y . 48) T Sezoy o !13)
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The papers showed some 51m11ar1t1es and some dlfferences 1n the1r subJecx-

r

matter empha51s in news stories. The Amsterdam News, the Sentlnel and the’ World _

»'empha51zed the Supreme COurt's hear1ng of the case. The Defender, the Sent1ne1

ﬂ_and the World also empha51zed b1ack leaders and organlzatlons reactlons to the

case. _The Sent1ne1 and‘the Defender empha51zed protest demonstratlons agalnst

Bakke. The maJor d1fferences were ‘the ‘Amsterdam News' empha51s of the Carten }:

/

'administratlon s role 1n-the case, and the WOrld's empha51s of spec1a1 interest
grOups - . Loy |

Vo
\.

[l

_ Regardlng ed1tor1a1 p051t10n, all ‘of tne papers ‘were dec1ded1y ant1 Bakke oo

v-/

_ in tone. However, the Defender dlffered from the other papers in that 1t carr1ed

a number of neutral ed1tor1als and oplnlon columns and one nro Bakke letter.;“°
Un11ke the ‘anti-Bakke stance taken in the1r ed1tor1a1 columns, three of
@
the newspapers were neutral in the tone. of the1r headllne content._ The World )

s

s

the Defender exh1b1ted differences by carrylng_pro—Bakke_headllnes;'-

~ T ) - ' E IR
d Y e L -

 was most 11ke1y to have ant1 Bakke headllnes (See Tab1e 6 ) The Sent1ne1 was.:;-i;

. far ahead of the others 1n the percentage of neutral ed1tor1als carrled JAgarn,.':'

T Table 6 T s e L D
; Headline Direction R ' SRR
New tork - Chicago " Los Angelrs -+ Atlanta - ; -
~ Amsterdam News  Defender . SenclneJ Da11y World lé;
o sy R
-Antl-Bakke : ' 41 .29 BT 11 R P 62 - "
Neutral - _ . ' .59 . - 67 . 8 .7 - 38"
100%-. . 100% - _100% " '100% ~M -
{17y . - (48) - (18). - . . ( 3) ERRE
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The play (as measured by page locatlon) given the case by each of the four
: newspapers 1s reported in Table 7 From this table, 1t is clear ‘that the WOrld

was the only paper whlch gave the Bakke case substant1a1 front page coverage

. The. Defender, whlch placed the fewest ‘Bakke art1c1es on the front page, was most

a

‘11ke1y to carry an article on the eo1tor1a1 page. F1na11y, the Amsterdam News

. \ . K , .
was host likely to.place its articles.on the op-ed page. T

\\ .

T Table 7

e Page Placement of Story
New York v Chlcago -~ Los Angeles _ ‘Atlanta
A Amsterdam News "’ Defender . " Sentinel - Daily World:
,f“_rg;“_riwl,,_ﬂ e T — I 5. % .

sFroht Page . .. . .17, | 2 . '15‘" » ?'_‘%62 |
nOther™ Page ‘. 22 - ést'_j 45 I SE
Editorial | 17 3 10 .8
opd a4 o _2 .3 . o

| | 100% . 1006 - 100% °101%

(18) (48) - - (200 . S (13)

- 0

~The individual newspapers were also different iﬁithe length of'artio;es."

they carried. The Sentinel was most likely to carry short stories, the Defender,
—————— . . v . . . ———-—-

medium and ‘the Amsterdam News, long stories. = ) SR

As mentloned prev1ously, photographs and 1llustrat10ns were used sparxngly

- — -

Y
_However, it should be noted that the Amsterdam News carrled 51x of the seven

illustratlons appearrng 1n,th1s sample of newspapers.

. %{
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The papers are sxmllar in the1r belief that most of the mater1a1 perta1n1ng

to the Bakke case warranted above- the fold placement, W1th Chicago carrylng 88

< .

-percent of 1ts stor1es above the fold. ' e

When a potent1a1 effect of the Bakke case was mentloned 1t was'most likely

—“——*to—be—the—Sentlnel to empha51ze the case s potent1a1 effects on educat10na1

1nst1tut10ns, or the Amsterdam News to empha51ze Bakke s effects on employment

opportun1t1es for blacks.

Daily and Weekly Newgpaper Coverag_

1

and weekly newspapers are expected to be d1fferent. To see_if differences ex;sted'
‘between the:da11y Black Press azd/weekly Black Press, the dailies the Chicago;

Defender and'Atlanta:Daily World were compared with the week11es the Los

1

Angeles Sent1ne1 and the New York Amsterdam News.

3

bl

The daily" newspapers were. sllghtly more likely than the weeklles to carry
hard news.stor1es on the Bahke case. Half of‘the daily storles were hard news
‘compared to ¢wo-fifths of the weekl; stories;‘“OPdnion columns were more liﬁedy
to_belfound~in,the.weekly-newspapers, but editoriais were more likeiy to. be found
dn the daidy press. " As Table 8 shows, only the daily newspapers carrled back- |
grounders. The da111es and weeklies carrled the same proportion of letters to

=

the editor and pictures.
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Tabie 8
Type of Article’ N
A Daily and Weekly Comparison .
Daily" )  Weék1y:"
s % f
Hard News ' T . 49 ) .f.45
Editorial | : 18 '8
;Opinion Column | | 12 e ‘ 37
k Baﬁkgfoﬁnd | ' 100. 0
Pic;ﬁreF ' - 8 | 8
Letters to the Editor = 3 3 )
‘ o o 1008 1008

(61) (38)

As Table 9 demon§frates,.week1y néuspa§ers were much more.likely to take °©
an anti-Bakke stand in theiﬁ.editorials than daily newspaﬁers. Almost all of
the weekly -editorials were against Bakke while fewer than two-thirds of the
déi{y newspapers . took  an anti-Bakke stand. Daily newspapers were much moré

;-likely to be in.a neutral pq§itionfthaq'week1y newspapers.:

; : - Téble 9, '_- : _ Cr L .
v X R Editorial Position
Paily . Weekly - .
: ‘ . % 'w %h ‘-v. o .
Pro-Bakke . r - s S . -
.Ahﬁi7Bakke '~ T 62 j Y
Neutral - : “: o 33 : .——2 
- | - ".100%  100% “
BRI Sy - a8

15
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How did the dailiesicompare with the weeklies in positioning Bakke articles

"in the newspaper? Dailies ‘and weeklies ran about the same proportion of stories

. on theyfrbnt-page._ na111es, however, were much more 11ke1y to select a "low

4

play" page'than were weeklies, Over half of the Bakke stories in the dailies .

_were on low readership pages while only one-third of weekly'storiesrwere on low

B, oA

- readership pages. ' o : e
Weekly newspapers were more likely_to run very short or vecy long’articles
-on'Bakke,'while daily newspapers were more likely to use mediulm stories. To

draw attention to stories, weekly newspapers used pictures but daily papers

-

did not. ‘ L v .

e

ﬁreliminary Findings - Phase II-

“

.. Immediately after the Supreme Court's declslon was’ announced the Black

Press published 35 art1c1es or nine hundred and nine column 1nches about the

_»- [N

.Bakke. ruling As Table 10 shows, ‘the Amsterdam News devoted the most space

to the ruling while*the Los. Angeles Sentinel devoted the least. In Phase I of

the stndy,:the Chicégq Defenderzhed 1ed.in the'quantity of -coverage on the Bakke

case and the Amsterdam News had ranhedrsecond,
5

r
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_ -Table 10 ‘ S /
.Summary of Coverage:of the Supreme Court Ruling
New York ' Chicago - .Los Angeles © Atlanta
" Amsterdam News  Defender Sentinél =~ Daily World
Column Inches’ 506 _':_ ' 248 - f - .68 / ] rA 87.
Total Number of o - o P
Articles | . 17 -9 O : 5

Type of Articles

Hard News Stories : 0 . -3 “i. IR
Backgroond Stories | 9 | h T a 3 oo 2
Edit'ori_a_l« : 2 R 1 Y K 1
Opinion . 6 . o Y T O
_Lette_rs to Editor () | o 0 | 0 .
. Editorial Cartbon S o 1 o R 0
Piacehent. | : L . ] )
Front Page - ‘: 6 | . :1 . .2 o .3
MEditoriai . 4 ' v«ﬁ ' 2 . 0 | _" 'L
Op-Ed Page . 4 o S0 B
Other Page - 3 6 .'i ' 2 {v : _ To.

In addition to amount of coverage, the Amsterdam News also had’the largest

1

varlety of coverage; offering a greater amount of op1n10n and commentary than

]

~the other three newspapers Surprlslngly,-the Los AngelesvSentlnel did not

’carry any ed1tor1als after the ruling was aﬁnounced' ‘In Phase I, leading up to

VR

the-arguments before éhe Court, the Atlanta World had fa11ed to carry any

l
I3

edltorlals, but ;the Sentlnel had carrled one. _ RN

1 4} ,.f"’.”
(% S ! _




L

| Consistency between-the coverage of the Supreme Court arguments in October
-‘1977 and the Supreme Court ruling eight monehs'later is evident when the placeér
' . ' . e :
" ment of'stories'is examined. The Amsterdam News gave h1gh v151b111ty to the
.y

Bakke dec151on by plac1ng most of its articles. on the front Dage or on the

ed1tor1a1 and op-ed pages. The Chicago Defender, as before, was more likely to

-bury artioles about the Bakke.ruling on traditionally low readership pages.
How the four newspapers'reported the first announcement of "“the Bakke
dec151on to its readers sheds 11ght on the attitude of the Black Press toward

BN

the case and the re1atlonsh1p of the Black Press to its rea}krs.

'The New York Amsterdam News in its head11ne empha51zed the defeat suffered

by black people w1th its se1ect10n of the words "Bakke' We Lose!!"

[N

© The Atlanta Da11y World played up the V1ctory for black peoRIe in the

Supreme Court ru11ng w1th "ngh Court Upholds Right 'to Remedy Race Dlsadvantage_=.
in Ruling in Favor of Bakke., ' . 7

-

TheTChicago Defender_emphas;zed Bakke's personal triumph with'"Bakke Wins."_

The LosPAngeles Sentinel focused on the reaction to "the ruling with "Supreme

“i

E

- Court Ruling Draws'Fire;".
It should be noted here that reactions of black 1eaders.appeared to be the

‘mainstay of coverage following the Supreme Court's decision.

Summary  and-Conclusions L B S *

In the 389 issues examined_for Phase I of this study;'there were ninety-nine

stories on the Bakke case. This amounts to an average of 10 stories per month

o N

.. or an average of two and a half stories per month per individual p%per. .The
Defender, which publlshed the 1argest number of art1c1es, averaged only f1ve
stories per month for the perlod stud1ed The Atlanta Da11y World wh1ch pub-

lished the fewest number.of Bakke articles of the papers examlned, averaged

Q : ., ;
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fewer than one and a haif. art1cles per mon'th. In other words;.the coverage of

the. Bakke case in these newspapers was scarce.

The pre11m1nary analy51s ofﬂthe-second phase of this study seemingly indi?

- o . .
cates that only one black newspaper .came out in full force after the announce-_ \\\\

““ment of thé Supreme Court's rullng The New York Amsterdam News far exceeded

\_

other newspapers in the amount and type of coverage Agaln,cthe Los Angeles

Sent1nel and the Atlanta Dally World were dlsapp01nt1ngly negllgen1 in the1r
‘attention to the Bakke case. The Ch1cago_Defender devoted a great deal of
space to the story; however, it ran-theSe-stories'as'it did earlier ones, on-

low.readership pages. This raises a serious question about the Chicago Defender's

/,
e

role as an 1nformat10n med1um 1n the black communlty

et

What would . a reader.of a comp051te newspaper made up of the four news- o

papers in thls study have found out about the Bakke case? ' Readers' would have

: obta1ned a chronology of news events re1ated to the case. Foruexample, readers
- . ¢

would have been informed when the Carter Admlnlstratlon took a p051t10n.on the =«
case, when a_ br1ef was f11ed with the Supreme Court, when an- ‘anti-Bakke rally
" was held when the Supreme Court dec151on ‘was handed down, &tc. In other words,

coverage was event-or1ented Readers would have learned very 11ttle about the -

background of the.case except superf1c1a1 facts. .

1

The reader would have had -an opportun1ty to read many ed1tor1als taklng a

3 .

def1n1te anti-Bakke stand But the reader would also have been exposed to some

ed1tor1als in wh1ch the newspaper only dlscussed the d1scr1m1nat10n case w1thout

, tak1ng a p051t10n on ‘either 51de .of the controversy —_ ’ ~,' '

:

The. reader would not have had the opportunlty to find out how other Black

v-

Press readers felt about the Allan Bakke case. Letters to-the Ed1tor a Standardf'

- channel for reader view po1nts, were v1rtually non- exlstent. Black readers

3

e1ther debated nor protested the Allan Bakke .Teverse d15cr1m1nat10n case on
-t \ .

pages tradltlonally de51gned for them._ .
R T s



In general wthe reader would not have found many art1c1es on the front :
xpages of the newspaper most of the articles in this comp051te newspaper would

. have’ been found on low readershlp pages In addltlon, wh11e most of the art1c1es

'would have been h1gh1y placed they would have had small, neutral headllnes and

no accompanylng pictures.
| Con51der1ng the amount type and placement of the art1c1es, 1t can probably
be concluded that a Black Press reader in order to be 1nformed about the Bakke e
case, would have had to systematlcally read every 1ssue from front to back to -

.

find articles on the Bakke case. And then the reader would only have been

e \\\\knowledgeable about chronolog1ca1 accountlng of events 1ead1ng up to the case--
not the substantlve issues surroundlng it. ” - o fx" L

5 In the 1ntroduct10n\\1t was suggested that the protest functlon long

assoc1ated w1th the Black Press has dec11ned\over the years. Judglng from
.these newspapers' low key coverage of this 1mportant 1ssue; it seems\relatlvely.
clear that theﬁstrong protest stance, once h1gh1ymev1dent in black_newspapers,;
is being replaced'by a neutral, objective tone. This raises anew the questlon.
posed in the introduction: If protest 1s no longer the maJor purpose of the
Black Press, what is 1ts present day functlon? It.appears from this study that

the Black Press' role today 1s one of chronlcler rather than 1nterpreter, of

issues and events affectlng‘the black’ communlty. .

The fzct that the largest ‘percentage of - art1c1es were event- orlented .appears
to 1nd1cate that these black newspapers are more concerned about coverlng specific
events than about deta11ed coverage of the underlylng dynam1cs of an 1ssue L
Future stud1es should éxamine the content of'the Black Press with an eye toward’

} : determ1n1ng if ifs tendency to only chron1c1e presslng soc1a1 issues faclng
| black people 1s diminishing 1ts ab111ty to report in- depth on these 1ssues,.and

C 0

thereby reduclng its functlon in and usefulness to the Black communlty it serves.
: ; o
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ST - I ‘NOTES
: | | : < : - |
1. Kenneth S. Tollett, "The Bakke Case Prlmer," (Washlngton D.C:: Institute
for the Study of Educatlonal Pol1cy, Howard Un1vers1ty, 1977), -p.. 1.

2. L. F. Palmer, Jr., "The Black Press in Tran51t10n " Columb1a Journallsm
Rev1ew, 9:31-36 (1970) - :

3. Henry uaBrle and William Zlma, "Dlrectlonal Quandrles ‘of the Black . Press w
Journal1sm Quarterlx,.48 640-641, 651 (1971)

7'.7

4. Because we were unable to obtain copies of the dale ed1t1on of the Chlcago
‘Defender published from January to May, 1977 the week end edition only was
examined for that perlod

"5S¢ Ed1t0r1a1 Direction is defined in Rlchard Budd, 'Robert Thorp, and Lewis
Donohew, Content Analy51s of Communlcatlons (New York: MacMillan, 1967) ,
. PP. -50-54. i

. 6. The formula used .in computing.the coefficlent of rellabllity‘was:.
. - . .':. . : * ZM- ‘ . '-' .
. . C.R. o= o

" Where M 'is the number of codlng decisions on whlch the. coders agreed, and
_.N7 + Np refers to the number of coding dec151ons made. by ‘the two coders.
. .
- This. formula is discussed in Ole Holsti, Content Analysis fbr the Social

Sciences and Human1t1es, (Readlng, Mass. AddiSon-Wesley Pub. Co., 1969),
- p. 140. _ o oo - . S

7. 0p1n10n commentarles and letters to the editor are 1ncluded in " the analy51s
8. -Short was operatlonally defined as eleven inches or 1ess, medium as twelve

to seventeen .inches, and long as eighteen to forty-four inches. The manner -
in’ xhlch the data clustered suggested these three breaklng p01ntsr—~v

n Richard Budd "U.S. "News in the Press Down’ Under,ﬂ Public" 0p1n10n .
» 28:35-56 (1964),. 1t was pointed out that the item count correlates.'
with the ‘column inch as a form of measurement. In this study, we-
arman rank-order correlations ranging from .80 (Table 5) to 1.00
(Table '10)\between the item count and column inches as measures of .amount of
. coverage. is finding is 1mportant for researchers who employ content
analysis as a research tool in exam1n1ng the Black and maJ;/;fy’press.




