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Perspectives on
Anierican Husbands
and Wives

INTRODUCTION : 4

This report presents an analysis of the demdgrephic and
economic characteristics . of married couples. The study is
based both on a new set of tables that permit an examination
of the joint characteristics of husbands and wives, and on
information that was already available from existing data .

sets.

In the past few years, Census Bureau reports on the
current composition of the American househord and family
have, tended to emphasize such changes as increases in the 7

number of persons living alone, gains in the number of :
nmarried couples, and the growing proportion of mothers

m ntaining one-parent families. As striking as the grOwth of
. _

the groups has been, only a minority, of the total
ulation is likely to experience any of these types ofoliVing

'arr geme'nts for more than short-term interval. Often that
interval is a transitional period betwee'n Marriages or a period

.that precedes or follows , the Jar more universal living
experience of marriage.

Past history indicates that alniost everyone will eithersa

husband or a wife at some point in their life. Ty ically, a
person who h entered a marital union will in ttlat

inunion 'for the eainder of their life, although a growing pro-
portion will ot. Similarly, mosS of these married perSOns
will eventually have children, or take a job: or both, although
some husbands and wives will forego one or both of these
options. -

Traditionally, most married women, and particularly
those who were mothers, have accepted the demands and
rewards of work :inside the home. Only the husband iwas
encouraged to continue his education, or enter othe labor
forci, and thereby provide most, if not all, of the family's
income. As long as this situation continued, it was perhaps
not surprising that many persons considered it sufficient to
describe the social and economic status of the family by
referring only to the characteristics of the husbandhis
education, his occupation, his income, etc,

Today's wives, however, are increasingly likely to have
completed high school and perhaps some years of'college, to
participate in the lalior force, and to contribute to the family
income. Thus, the demarcation between many of the roles of

4

husbands and wives has become lute distinct. The s9le
breadwinner has given way -in mapy instances to dual t

breadwinners. Similarly, many work9lg wives and mothers
are coming to expect more involvement and assistance from
their husbands in carrying out the childreating ancr k3use-
keeping responsibilities of the family. )

In light of these developments, total reliance on tli
characteristics of the man "wherl desdribing married couples
is likely to. result in, niisleadi.ng conclusions which do not
always corresprd- to reality. A recent report to a United
Nations erence on the revision of concepts related to
family rhousehold, data pointed out that it As still
sufficient' to describe single-parent families in terms of the
age, sex, employment statud, occupation, etc., of one person.
This approach, however, is no longer appropriate with
married couples, for the life patterns and conditiops of
married couples (with or without children) are the product'
of various combinati s of the husband's and wife's social
and economic iharact istics.i.

HIGHLIGHTS
-

: Mos7Nemn' and women marry at some time during their
lives. In 1977, only about 6 percent of men and 4 percent of
wbmenin their early fifties had never married.

Most marrieg men and women have been married- only
once-85 Percent of the men and 88 percen\of* the
women.

The number of interracial cckples has been increasing (a
one-third increase between- 1970 and 1977), but that
number still comprises only about 1 percent of all married
couples.

Husbands and wives tend to haVe 'similar levels of
education. Among men who had completed high school
but no cbllege, about two-thirds of their wives had the
same mount of education.

"Basic Reflections on the the of Some Household, Family, and
()railing Concepts for Population and Housing Censuses an un-
published paper presented by Denmerks Statistik at a United Nations
conference held in Geneva, September 1977..

1



Young children living with two parents are likely to have
the company of at least one'brother or sister, '

Both

.

the husbandd the wife are likely to vote in a
Presidanhal election; among two-thirds of all married .

couple , both the husband and wife voted in 1976. '
.. (

4: Most &fried men 181 percent) and nerarliy half of the'
married women (47 percent) were in the labor- force hin
1977.

/

tL

A

. 2

1

Among a minority of married couples (about 1 in every 6)
both spouses work at year-round full-time jobs.

The median family income in 1976 for families with two
earners (the husband and wife) was $17;570,

1 The earnings of the wifq were about equal to or greater
than the husband's earnings among 1 married couple in 3
in which the wife had earnings,

4
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Ages of Husband.
and Wives

1

Age at MariiI40
I

Marriage is iorpething at virtually all Americans eirterierne
it some time in their lives. Some may postpone 61,rriar.
while others enjoy it, endure it, or terminate it; biit very `A.

people can, or.wish tp, escape it completely. Onetialf of, the
men currently make their initial entry into marriage by the
age 'of 24,0 years. One-half of the women marry for the first
time by the age of 21.6 years (table 1).

The age at which people marry is determined by many
forces, including Yscenomics, warfare, and the pool (11

available potential mates. In the years since the mid-196trs;
these factors have interacted in such a way so as to Print)
about nearly a 1%-year increase in the medial age at which
men and women first maiiry.- As One consequence, t4
median age at first marriagetoday is about the same as it 'Nat
in 1940. Throughout oils century, the median' A f. st
marriage has fluctuated between about 22-and ,yea for

4 men, and between about 20 and 22 years for n, but
these fluctuatiaus have beer much less dramati thqn the
recent changes in the- proportion of rsons who fiave Peel)

delaying marriage. A

Very few people marry in their t hs. The relative rDrity
of teenage marriage accounts for the factthat in 1971, 98
percent of the men 14 to 19 years of age and 91 percent Of
their female counterparts had never-bee? married. The Pace
of matrimony after, young adults reach their twenties,
however, is sufficient to bring about -i rapid 'decline in the
proportion of persons who have never married (figure 1).
Among those 25 to 34 years old in 1977, only 20 percent Of
-the men and 17 percent of the women were still single:
among those 45 to 54, the corresponding figures were 6
percent and 4 percent. In future years, the propiartio0 °f
men and women who never marry at any time during their
lives may be expected to rise a few.percentage pdirits above

. thew low levels, according-to present estimates.

Dilferewes in the As of
Husbands and Wives

terms of age distribution. *vas lend to NI Vol-over than
sbands. This situation is Predictable, given the fact that

through the years most men have tended to select a Oates

I
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who is somewhat younger than thernialves, or conversely,
moat women have tended to select a mate somewhat older.
About 30 percent of all husbands were under age 36 in 1977,

-as compared with 37 percent of all wives. Overall, half of all
husbands were age 45.1, whereas the median age for wives
was 41.9 (table 21.

Although some men in midlife and later years may take a
Much younger bride, this is not a ve-N, common occurrence,
for in reality a small proportion of such unions include
couples with a wide difference in age. For instance, among
married men age 45 and over, only about 1 in 90Ciad a wife
under age 25. By omperisort; 9 out of 10 hus
age 25 had a wife who was also under 25 (table 3).

nder

TABLE 1.

Median Age at First Marriage, by Sex: 1890 ro 1977
16'

A majority of husbands and their wive§ tend to have the
same (or about the same) age, race, religion, social class, etc.
In 1977, among 59 percent of all couples, the husband wet
either the same age,or no more than 4 yrittrS older than the
wife. Another 20 percent of all husbands were 5 to 9 years
older than their spouse, In, only. about. 7 percent of all
couples was the husband 10 or more years older (tibia 4).

In about 14 percent of all couples, the husband was the
Younger of the pair. This situation was most common among
wives who were age 85 or older; about 25 perce t of wives of
this age were older than their husbands. i96 women
generally live longer than Wen. one would expect that
widows who remarry would tend to choose a man younger
than themselves.

Year
/-

M es Female Year Male' ' Female

i \
1977. . ' 24.0 21.6 1958 22.6 20.21976 23.8, 1 21.3 1957 o 22.6 1 20.3
'1975 23.5 21:1 1956 22.5 20.11974 23.1 21.1 1955 1 22.6 20,21973 23.2 21.0 1954 ' 23.0 20.31972 . -- 23.3 20. 9 1953 22.8 20,2
1971 1 23,1 10. 9 1952 23.0 20, 21970 . 23. 2 20.8 1954 22.9 20.41969 't 6 23.2 20.8 1950 22.8 20.31968 .1. . .23.1 .20.8 19.49 - 22.7 20.3
1967 23.1 20.6 1948 23.3 20.41966 22.8 20.5

it1965 -
.22.6 20,6 1947 23.7 20.91964 ' 24..1 -20.5 1940 24.3 ,51963 - 22.8 .`.20.5 1930 24.3 2 .31962 ':- 22.7 20.3 1920 24.6 .21961 .... 22.8 2.0.3 1910 25.1 21.61960 -22. 8 20.3 1900 25.9 21.91959 ' .,.. 22.5 20.2 11190 . 26.1 22.0

IFigtiree for 1947 to 19'77 are bitstedon Current Population survey data supplemented by
Department of Defense on marital statuh by age rot. men in the armed Forces. Figures for
are from decennial censuses.

TABLE 2.

Percent Distribution of Husbands and Wives, by Age: March 1977
I

Age ' Husbands
4

Wives -1,

Total (tt ousantls) 48,002 48,002
Percent 100.0 100.0

4 'IA to 34 years ,30 .4 36.6
35 to 44 years -19.4 19.4
45 to 64 years 36.1 34.0
65 years .and over 14.1 10"
Median age (years)-: 45.1 41.9

4

1 o

data from the
earlier Tea



TABLE 3:

Age of Wife, by Age of Husband: March 1977
(for meeetes of symbol., see text)

.

Husbands and dive., by age of husband

I
A11c(71ples

Numbei
(thou-
eland.)

Age of ells .

55 to 64
yosm

1,5 year.
and overrcent

44 to 24
years

25 to 14
years

35 to 44
years

45 to 14
year

.1..

. Humbando, all age, 48,002 100,0 11.4 25.2 19.4 19.2 14.8 10.0

14 to 24 year. 3,257 100.0 91.0 8.8 0.2 - - -

25 to 34 years 11,339 100.0 21.2 75.4 3.1 0.2 - -

35 to 44 years 9,323 100.0 1.0 31.6 62.9 4.2 0 2 -

45 to 54 years 9,460 100.0 0.2 ' 2.9 29.6 61.7 5.4 0.2
55 to 64 yeare 7,840 100.0 '0.1 0.A _ 3.2 34.6 56.6 5.1
65 year. and over

,
6,777 100.0 - 0. '10,3, 3.6 3N2 64.6

1
.

Wive., all ages (thousando).. 4S,002 (X) 5,486 12,101 9,322 9,214 1,043 4,797
Percent .. 100.0 , 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1b0.0

' .
( S

Age of humband \
o'

/
.

14 to 24.year 6.8 ¶4.0 2.4 0.1 - - -

25 to 34 years 23.6 43.7 70.7 3.8 0.3 - -

35 to 44years.p 19.4 1.7 24.3 63.0 4.3 0.3 ' -

45 to 54 years 19.7 0.3 2.2 30.1 63.3 7.2 0.5
55 to 64 yeare 16.3 0.1 0.3 2.7 29.5 62.6 8.3
65 year. and.ovor 14.1 - 0.1 0,3 2.6 29:.8 91.2

TABLE.4.

Dhlerehce Between Ages of Husband and Wife, by Age: Marcb 1977

Age

All couple. . 8106band older
, .

,Ht)abimg0

youngir

Number
(thou-
sands)

--

Percent
10 years
or more

S to 9
years

3 or 4
years

c,
2 years 1 year

Same
age

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
.1, i

,
.

Age of Husband:

All ages ... 48,002 100.0 7.2 19.6 20.2 13.2 13:2 12.1 14.4
Under 35 yeare...)...1.. . 14,594 100.0 1.1' 11.4 20.6 16.3 18.4 16.8 15.5
35 to 44 year 9,324 ' 100.0 5.6 20.6 22.2 1412 12.9 11.3 13.2
45 to 54 year 9,459 100.0 8.2 21.7 19.5 11.8 11.5 11.4 15.8
55 to 59 year 4,226 100.0 9.0 25.0 20.1 11.9 11.1 9.1 13.8
60 and 61 years.... ... 1,523 100.0 10,5 21.3 23.4 10.8 9.1 9.3 15.6
62 to 64 years 2,097 100.0 11.9 24.8 17.9 12.4 9.2 8.7 15.1
65 to 69 years 2,845 100.0 13.2 27.1 19.3 9.0 8.5 9.0 13.8
70 years and over 3,933 100.0 21.5 28.3 16.9 8.7 8.Q 7.0 9.7

.
.

Age of edam: .

All ages.., 48,002 100.0 7.2 19.6 20.2
i

13.2 13.2 12.1 14.4
Under 35 years 17,587 100.0 5.8 16.5 21.5 15.3 16.4 13.9 '-10.6
35 to 44 years 9,312 100.0 8.3 21.6 21.1 13.0 12.1 11.3 12.6
45 to 54 years 9,214 100.0 8.0 22.1 19.3 12.3 11.6 11.7 15.0
55 to 59 years 4,044 100.0 8.9 21.4 20.0 11.0 11.3 9.5 17.9
60 and 61 years 1,289 100.0 8.7 23.0 18.5 '13.7 9.8 11.1 15.3
62 to 64 years . 1,760 100.0 8.5 22.2 19"0 10.5 9.5 10.4 20.0
65 to 69 years 2,366 100.0 7.7 19.7 17.5 10.0 10.8 10.8 23.6
70 years and over 2,431 100.0 5,3' 18.8 16.1 10:1.8.4401.9 11.4 26.3



Reinarr1ag and
Intermarriage

Mirital History

A large maiority of husbands and wives do not have a history
of previous marriage. In 1976 (thel most recent year for
which data on marital history are available), about 85
percent of all married men and 88 percent of the women had
been married to only their current' partner. In 8 out of 10
marrieds couples (79 percent), both the husband and wife had
been married only once Gable 5).

In about 8 percent .of it married couples, the husband
had been married only once, but the wife had been widowed
(1 percent) or'divorced (5 percent). For another 9 percent of
married couples, the situation 'was reversed; the' wife had
been married only once, but the husband had been either
widowed (2 percent) or divorced (7 percent). In the
remaining 7 percent' of married couples, both the husband
and wife been married more than once, and most of
those in thi ategory (8 percent). had terminated a previous
marriage by divorce.

As one would expect, the proportion of married couples
in which the two spouses had tceen married only once
decreases with age. Among couples in which the husband was
under 25. 92 percent of the two spouses had married only
once, whereas among. couples in which the husband was 75
or over, 68 percent had been married no more than once.

-Almost none (0.2 percent) of the couples with the
husband under age 25 included a wife who had been
widowed. At this age range, divorce is a considerably greater
risk than widowhood, as evidenced by the fact that in about
7 percent of these unions either the husband or the wife had
already been divorapl.

Among 19 percent of the couples Including a husband 75
years or older, at least one of the spouses had been widowed.
In about 14 percent of these unions, one or both of this
spouses had been divorced; this figure would have been
higher if these older married persons had become divorced in

1

their younger years to the extent that some of their more
youthful counterparts have. For instance, in 20 percent of
the marriages involving a husband age 35 to 44in 1975, at
least one of the partners had already experienced a divorce,
Obviously the proportion of this gr.oup'affected by divorce
Will'not decrease but rather can be expected no increase
further over the next several years as the members grow
older.

Interracial and Interethnic Marriage

The number of interracial marriages in the United States
continues to increase. Between the 1960 and 1970 censuses,
the number of married couples consisting of husbands and
Wives of different races increased by 108 percent (from
148,000 to 310,000). The correspqnding increase between-
1970 and 1977 was 36 percent (from 310,000 to 421,000).
Of the 421,000 interracial couples in 1977,'125,000 were
Black1White couples; this category of couples increased by
60,000, or 92' percent over the 1970 figure (85,000).
Threefourths of the Black/White couples in 1977 had a
Black husband and a White wife (figure 2 and table 6).

Despite the continuing increase in interracial marriage, it
is still a rare occurrence. The 421,000 interracial couples in
1977 accounted for barely 1' percent of all 48 million
married caries.

The marriage of persons of Spanish origin to persons of
other ethnic origins is a considerably more frequent occur-
'rence than interracial marriage. In 1977, there were 762,000
couples in which one spouse was of Spanish origin and one
was not. In about one-half of these couples, theicifewas of
Spanish origin (table 7). Although the 762,000 persons of
Spanish origin living with a spouse who was not of Spanish
origin involved less than 2 percent of all married couples,
they accounted for 31 percent of the 2.4 million couples in
which the husband and/or wife were of Spanish origin. .

0
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FIGURE 2.

.11iterracial (Black/White) Couples
197T and 1970 ,

1977

78 %

125,000 couples

Black hdsband, white wife
White husband, black wife -

1970

63%

65,000 couples



TABLE 4 v

MaritalHistory of Husband'and Wife, by Age, Race, and Spanish Origin: June 1975
(For meaning of symbols, see text)

. All couples Husband married Wife married Both remarried .

once, wife once, husband
Subject 8 . Both previously-- previously-- Both of bdth

Number married privioualy evioualy
(thousands) Percent $' onto 'Widowed Divorced Widowed Divorced Total divorced divorced

. .!.
.

ALL RACES
.

.

t

Husbands, all ages 45,907 100.0 78.7 1.3 4.6 2.0 6.8 6.6 5.5 1.1
14 to 24 years '' 3,030 100.0 92.4 0.2 4.1 - 1.3 2:0 2.0 -
25 tq 34 years 10,504 100.0 83.8 0.4 5.3 0.1 4:3 6.1 6.0 0.1
35 to 44 years 8,969 ,100.0 78.0 1.3 5.2 0.4 8.3 6.8 6.3 0.5
45 to 54 years 9,342 100.0 77.3 1.4 5.1 1.4 8.4 6.4 5.6 0.8
55 to 64 years 7,675 100.0 75.7 2.1 3,9 3.0 8.3 Z.0 5.4 1.6
65 to 74 years 4,471 100.0 72.1 2.1 3.2 6.6 7.8 8.2 4.9 3.3
75 years and over 4 1,915 100.0 67.5 2.2 2.8 11.0 5.7 10.9 5,1 5.8

wive., all ages 45,907 100.0 78.7 1.3 4.6 2.0 6.8 6.6 5:5 1.1
14 to 24 years 5,154 100.0 88.0 0.1 2.4 - 1.9 z 7.6 7.3 0.3
25 to 34 years 11,166 100.0 80.4 0.4 5.2 0.3 6.1 7.6 7.0 0.5
35 to 44 years 9,041 100.0 78.6 1.0 5.1i,. 0.8 8.5

r
5.7 5.1 0.6

45 to 54 year. 9,283 100.0 77.5 1.9 5.0 1.8 8.1 5.8 4.6 1.2
55 to 64 yearn.. 6,797 100.0 75.0 2.3 4.3 3.9 7.8 6.7 4:6 2.1
65 to 74 years 3,510 100.0 . 72.6 2.7 4.2 7.7 6.5 6.3 3.3 3.0
75 years and over 955 100.0 72.0 4.0 2.5 10.5 5.3 5.7 2.7 3.0

.

' -

WHITE

Husbands, all ages 41,978 100.0 79.4 1.3 4.5 1.9 6.8 6.2 . 5.1 1.1
14 to 24 years , 2,779 100.0 92.0 0.2 4.3 - 1.4 2.2 2.2 -
25 to 34 years 9,584 _ 100.0 83.8 0.5 5.3 0.1 4.4 5.9 5.8 0.1
35 to 44 years 8,072 100.0 78.4 1.1 5.0 0.4 8.6 6:4 6.0 0.5
45 to 54 years

' 4. 8,589 100.0 78.4 1.4 4.9 1.3 8.3 5.7 5.0 0.7
55 to 64 years 7,095 100.0 76.4 2-1 3.7 2.9 8.3 6.7 5.1 1.6
65 to 74 years 4,108 100.0 73.2 2.1 3.0 6.5 7.4 7.8 4.3 3.5
75 years and over 1,751 100.0 70.3, 2.0 2.7 10.5 4.3 10.1 4'.7 5.4

, .

Wives,, all ages 41,978 100.0 79.4 1.3 4.5 1.9 6.8 6.2 5.1 1.1
14 to 24 years 4,701 100.0 87.7 0.1 2.4 - 2.0 7.7 7.5 0.2
25 to 34 years 10,116 100.0 80.7 0.4 5.3 0.3 6.4 7.0 - 6.5 0.5
35 to 44 years 8,170 100.0 79.3 1.0 5.2 0.8 8.6 5.2 4.6 , 0.6

45 to 54 years 8,517 100.0 78.5 1.7 4.6 1.7 8.0 5.5 4.3. 1.1
55 to 64 years' 6,317 , 100.0 76,0 2.3 -' 4.1 3.8 7.4 6.4 4.3 2.1
65 to 74 years 4 3,267 100.4 73.6 2.6 4.1 7.3 6.3 6.1 3;2 2,9
75 years and over 891 100.0 74.2 3.8 2.5 10.1 4.2 5.2 2.3 2.8

.

BLACKS

.

Husbands, all ages' 3,343 100.0 69-6 1.7 6.5 3.1 7.7 11.5 9.9 1.5
14 to 24 years 216 100.0 96.5 0.6 2.3 0.6 - - - .

25 CO 34 years 766 . 100.0 82.8 6.2 . . - 3.2 7.8 7.6 0.2.

35 to 44 years ' 744 100.0 '71.4 2.2 7.5 . 0.7 6.3 '11.9 I1.2 ::7.7

45 to 54 years " 650 100.0 61.8 1.7 8.3 2.8 9.3 ' 16.1 14.2 1.9
55 to 64 years -.098 100.0 64.7 2.1 -7.1 5.0 9.1 12.1 -9.2 2.8
65 to 74 years 318 100.0 56.i 2.7 4.5 9.0 .13.9 13.4 12.0 1.4
75 years and over ; 150 ,100.0 33.9: 4.6 3.8 16,7 22.6 18.4 9.4

4
8.9

Wives, all ages 3,343 100.0 ;. 69.6 1.7 6.5 . 3.14 7.7 11.5 9.9 1.5
14 to 24 years 392 100.0 91'..3 0.3 1.8 1.1 5.5 4.6 0.9
25 to 34 years 857 100.0 74.9 0.6 5.3 0.5 3.5 15.1 14.3 0.8
35 to 44 years 744 100.0 69.0 0.8 ' 7.7 1.7 8.6 12.1 10.9 1.2
15 to 54 ydare - 657 100.0 65.0 2.8 9.5 3.0 9.9 9.9 8.4 1:5
55 to 64 years ,, 418 100.0 58.3 2.4 7.8 5.2 .14.0 12.4 '9.6 2.7
55 to 74 years 218 100.0 55.5 4.7 4.9 15.4 ..10.1 9.3 4.3 5.1
75 years and over 57 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

- .

SPANISH ORIGIN' . 4

, . .

Husbands, all ages 1,875 100.0 79.4 0.9 5.5 1.1 5.5 7.6 6.3

.

1.3
14 to 24 years 179 100.0 96.5 - 2.7 - - 0.8 0.8 -
t5 to 34 years 548 100.0 82.5 7.1 - 4.1 5.5 5.2 0.3
15 to 44 years L 474 100.0 78.3 . 5.3 0.3 7.5 8.0 7.1 0.9
15 to 54 years 332 100.0 78.4 0.8 6.6 1.5 7.3 5.4 4:8 0.5
15 to 64 years 216 100.0 68.8 0.7 5.1 2.3 7.9 15.2 12:4 2.8
15 to 74 years 94 '100.0 68.4 5.1 1.8 6.2 5.3 13.1 6.5 6.7
'5 years and over 32 115) (B) (B) (B) ' (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

Wives, all ages 1,875 100.0 .79.4 0.9 5.5 1.1 5'.5 7.6 6.3 1.3
.4 to 24 years 298 100.0 93.3 - - - 2.2 4.5 4.5 -
5 to 34 years 573 100.0 80.0 0.5 6.2 0.3 5.1 7.9 '6.5 1.3
6 to 44 years 437 100.0 78.1 1.4 7.6 0.4 ' 7.2 5.4 H 4.6 0.7
5 to 54 years 320 100.0 75,4 - 5.3 1.5 7.0 10.8 9.4 1.4
5 to 64 years 156 100.0 73.0 0.6 6.2 4.0 7.0 9.1 6.9 2.2
6 5 to 74 years 81 100.0 60.9 7.9 9.6 7.9 3.9 9.8 4.2 5.6
5 years and over e 9 (B) (B) (B) (B) , (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

'Persons of Spanish origin may be of any race.
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Interracial Married Couples: 1977 and 1970
(Aumbers in thousands)

Rice 1977,
..

1970 .

Change, 1970
to 1977

Total married couples ........... 48,002 44,597 3,405
. ,

S
.

.

Total-interracial married couples. 421 310 * 'Ill

All BlaciL'White married couples ......... 125 65 60

Husband Black, wife White 95 41 54

Wife Black, husband White... , ......... 30 -24 6

,
.

.

Other interracial married couples . .:. ..... 296 245 51

Husband Black
Wife Black .............. ..... .... : ..

, 20
2

8

4

12
-2

Husband White ................ /.. ......... 177 4.- 139 38

Wife White . .... .......... . .... . 97 94 3..........

b TABLE 7.
)

Race and Spanish Origin of Wife, by Race and Spanish Origin of Husband: March 1977

Race and Spanish origin.'
of husband

All

married
couples

Race of wife Origin of wife

White Black, Other Spanish . Other

All married couples.. 48,002 43,793 3,383 826 2,080 45,922

Race of husband:
... .. .. 43,809 .43,601 30 177 2,029 41,780

Black 3,466 95- . 3,351 20 25 3,441'

Other,: 727 97 2 629 26 701

Origin/of husband:
':Spanish 2,030 1,982 22 27 1,675 356

Other 45,972 41,811 3,362 799 406 45,566
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Educational. . .

Attainment of
Ilusbaunidls and

a

Just as there is a' tendency for persons -to, select marriage
partners of the same race and age, husbands and wives
usually have completed a similar number of years of school.
Approximately two-thirds (65 'percent) of the 16.5 million
married men who had finished high school but had not
attended college had a wife ',with the same education.
Similarly, one-half (50 percent)of the 21.7 million married
women who were high sch4.- graduates without college
training alsb had husbands IA had completed 12years of
schbol and no more' (tables eA, 8B, and figure 3). Overall,
the ,proportion who completed high school but did not
attend college was 34 percent iOr husbands and 45 percent
for wives. .

About 8.7. million husbands' '18,percent),and 6.4 million
. ,

wives (13 percent) had neverattended-high school. Like high
school graduates who tenclhto, marry other high school
graduates,. these persons generally marry another person who
has completed no'more_than.8 Years of schOol. One:half (49
percent). of, the married. men apd two-thirds167 peiCent) of
the married wornen who had.riot attended high school had a
spouse in the same educational. Category. .

College graduates likewise demonstrate an affinity 'for
persons who have' finished a comparable number of years of
school. About 18 percent of all husbands and 12 percent of
all wives had completed 4 olomore.years of college, but 44

,

percent of the husbands who Were college graduates and 69
percent of their female counterparts were married to.
someone who had also completed at' least 4 years of college...
'Women with graduate school, training were far more 'likely
than their male counterparts to be married'to a person with a
similar amount of education 456 percent versus 23 percent).

The number' of college graduates of marriageable age
(especially 'those' with gradyate school training) is con
siderably larger for men than for women. This is one reasonit
why women with higher education are more likely than men
with higher education to mat& a person ,1.4io has completed
a 'comparable number of years of school.' A comparison of

-tables 9A, 9B, 10A, and ii:1B demonstrates the extent to
which the pool of 'college .graduates at the yoUnger ages
(under 45 years of age) ha3 become far larger than at the .
older ages (45 and over). , fi; ;

Husband pd.wives bibih who have similar amounts of
education nd ',to differf! tom those who have different

16

100

90

9

70-

80-

50-

- FIGURE 3.

Educational Level of Husbands,
Wives and Couples: March 1977

College High schoo'
4 years
1 to 3 years

Elementary school
0 to 8 years

5 years or more
4 years
1 to 3 years

Percent

40-

30-

2

10-

Husbands Wives Spouses
of same

educational leVer

`
11

.



iI

, .

amounts of education with respect to such characteriitics as
family size,. place of residence, and voting. behavior. The
followihg discussion, deals with some of these differences.

Education, Family Size, and
Presence of Ch i I d ren .

..
The' average size of married-couple families was 3.42 persons
(table 11). Married, couples with exactly 4 years of high
school had the largest families, on the average (3.49. persons).

The relationship between the educational level of the
spouses, on one hand, and family size and presence of

children, on the other, is undoubtedly affected by the heavy
concentration of older, couples among those with relatively
little education. Thus, although married couples with less

.thanul years of high school as well as those with 4 years or
more of college had almost identical average family sizes.

. (3.36 and 3.37 persons, respectively), those with little
education far more often consisted of the husband and wife
only Itylio persons), because a larger proportion of them had

reached the age when their children had.already left tiome.

For different reasons, including the higher birth rate among

the less edudated, the proportion of families with seven
. 1

persons or more was also higher among couples who were not.
high school graduates (8 percent) than among those with
more education.

Ohe-half of the married:couple families (52 percent) had
at feast one child under 18 years of age prefer t in the hoMe.
Among couples with less than 4 years of high school, the

proportion without a child under 18 years was higher (61
Ipercent): than the proportion with a child (39 percent).

Again, this finding is at least partially attributable to the fact
that couples in this educational category are more likely to
have seen their children reach maturity and leave, home to
-establish a household of their own. For similar reasons, the
highest proportion of. married-couple families in which. all
children were under 6 years of age was found among those
couples who were college graduates (21'percent), and the

lowest proportion was found among those who were not high

school gradUates (7 percent). ,

The average number of children under 18 years of age per
family was 1.06, but the average excluding families without
children was 2.02 children. Thus, oung children in married-
couple families were likely to hay the-company of at least

one brother ar sister.

I

Education, Residence, and Mobility
The more years of school completed by both spouses, the
more likely the couple is to be living, in a metropolitan area.
Two-thirds .,,,(66 percent) of all married couples lived in

+
metroPolitari areas. Among those with' less than 4 years of
high 'school, the'proportion, in metropolitan areas was 58
percent, whereas 80 'percent of couples with 4 years of
college or more were metropolitan residents (table 12).

The most geographically mobile 'couples also tend to be
those with the most education. These couples (many of
whom were relatively young) not only were more likely to
move, but their moves were a_ lso more likely to involve
moving outside their previous State of residence. For the

--purposes of this discussion, movers are considered to be all

12

-r
' those persons living in a place in March 1977 which was

difArent from ,their place of residence in March 1975.
Among couples with less than 4 years of high school, about
20 percent were movers, but only 3 percent moved to a
location outside their previous State of residence.

Education and`Voting Behavior
The number of years of school completed by husbands and
wives influences not only such general characteristics as the
couple's family size and place of residence but also more
specific activities, such as whether Or not they vote in
national elections.

Among 61 percent of all married couples, both the
husband and wife -voted in the November 1976 Presidential
election. In 8 percent of the couples only the husband voted,
and in another 6 percent only the wife voted. Among 25
Percent of the married couples, neither spouse voted (table
13).

If the focus is restricted to those married couples with
little education (that is, 'neither the husband nor the wife had
completed at least 4 years of high school), the findings show
that both spouses were voters only 43,percent of the time.
When only one spouse voted, it, was more likely to be the
husband (11 percent) than the wife (6 percent). In 39
Percent of these families, neither spouse voted.

Both the, husband >and wife voted jri 84 percent of the
families in which both were college graduates (i.e., both had
finished at least4 years ofcollege). If only one spouse voted,
it was just as likely to:be the wifeas the'husband'(ii percent
each). Neither the huiband nor the wife voted about 8
percent of these couples, a relatively small proportion when
compared with the corresponding figures among those
couples who had completed fewer years of school.

Education, Labor Force
Participation, and Income
The employment and income characteristics of 'married-
cOuple families are treated in more detail in other sections of
the t#ort. 'It is, howe,ier, useful to examine at this point
how these variables relate to'the join( educational level of the
husband and wife.

It was much less common for bosh the husband and the
wife to be in the labor. force among couples who completed
less than 4 years of high school (27 percent), than among
College graduate couples (62 percent). Conversely, neithe;
spouse was in the ,labor force in 30 percent of the couples
with less than 4 years of high school, but this was true for
only 6 percent of the college graduate couples. It should be
remembered that many, of the couples with, the least formal
schooling are also likely to be older-couples who are retired,
and consequently no lodger in the work force.

The fact that husbands and wives were often both workers
in. college graduate couples doubtless contributes to the fact
that these couples alsa had higher family incomes than

who had completed fewer, .years of schbol. For
exarnple, the median family income of college graduate
couples ($26,645) was more than twice the corresponding
income ($10,434) among couples who had completed less

pan 4 years of high school' (table 14).

1



TAB C.E_ 8A.

Education of Husband, by ducation of Wife: March 1977 ,

Education of husband

Total

Education of wife

Elemen-
tary

High school College

Number
(thou-
sands) Percent

0 to 8
years

1 to 3
years

4

years
1 to 3
years

4
years

5 years
or more

All husbands 48,002 100.0 13.4 16.0 45.1 13.8 8.2 3.5

Elementary:
0 to 8 years 8,725 100.0 49.3 22.9 23.5 3.2 0.8 0.3

High school:
1 to 3 years 7,063 100.0 13.6 37.3 42.0 5.3 1.4 0.3
4 years 16,468 100.0 5.4 14.5 65.2 10.5 3.2 1.0

College:
1 to 3 years 6,38 100.0 3.0 7.0 49.8. 28.9 8.6 2.7

4 years 4,787 100.0 0.9 2.4 33.5 27.4 28.9 6.8
.

5 years or more 4,022 100.0 0.8 1.5 '20.8 22.8 31.0 23.1

TABLE 8B.'

Education of Wife, by Education of Husband: March 1977

4

Education of wife

Total Elemen-
tary

Number
(thou-
sands) Percent

0 to 8
yeard

All wives.., 48,002 100.0 '18.2

Elementary:
0 to 8 years 6,438 100.0 66.8

High school:
1 to 3 years
4 years

7,690,
2t,653

100.0
100.9

26.0
9.5

College:
1 to 3 years 6,616 100.0

4 years s... 3,933 100.0 1.9

5 years or more 1,671 100;0 1.8

r

Education of husband

High school College

1 to 3
yars

4

years
1 to 3
years

4
years

5 years
or more

14.7

15.0

34.3.

13.7

5.7
2.5
1.4

34.3

13.9

14.5

'3.2

10.0

0.7

1.5

7.4

19.9
35.2
19.4

8.4

0e.

0.8
3.9

13.8
31.7
55.7.
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TAB 1..E 9A.

Educffion of Husband Under Age 45, by Education of Wife: March 1977

High School:
1 to 3 years
4 years

College:
1 to 3 years
4 years
5 years or more

Education'of husband

Husband, under age 45

Elementary:
0 to 8,years

Total

. Number
(thou-
sands)

23,918
A

1, 718

3,166
9,286

4,307
2,952
2,490

Percent

100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0

100.0,

100.0
100.6

Elemen«
tary

0 to 8
years

5.7

38.1

10.2

3.0

1.7
0.2
0.8

High school'

1 to'3
years

14.5

, .28.6

39.7
15.2

6.0
1.4

0.7

Education of We

4'

- years,

48.2

29.3

4344
67.3,

49.1
29.5
16.3

1 to 3

years

16.8

2.8

5.1
. 10.7

31.8
29.4
22.9

College

4

years

10.5

0.7

1.5

3.0

8.7
32.1
33.7

TABLE 913.

Education of Wife, by Education of Husband Under Age 45.: March 1977

5 years
or more

4.4

0.3

0.3
0.8,

2.7
7.1

25.6

Elementary:
0 to 8 years

High School:
1 to 3 years
4 years.

Education of wife

All wiveeiLhusband under
' age 45

11

College:
1 to 3 years
4 years
5 years or more

Number
(thou-
sands)

23,918

1,360

3,479
11,518

4,009
2,505
1,046

Total

Percent

leo.°

'100.0-

100.0
100.0

100.0
100
100.0

Elemen-
tary

0 to 8
years

7.2

48.1

14.1
4.4

1.2

6.5
0.6

1 to 3-

years

13.2

23.7

36.1
11.9

4.0
1.0
0.8

Education of husband

High school ,

4

years

38.8

20.7

40.6
54.2

24.7.

11.1
6.9

1 to 3
years

18.0

5.5

7.4
18.4

34.2
14.9
11.1

College

4
years

12.3

'0.4

1.2

7,6

21.7
38.1
20.0

,14

J

5 years
or more

10.4
9

1.5

3.5

14.2
33.5
60.9



TAB LE 10A.

Education of Husband 45 Years Old and Oyer; by Education of Wife: March 1977
.

Husband and-wives, by education of
husband

Total

Education of wife

Elemen-
tary

High schobl
a

College

-

Number
(thou-
sands) Percent

0 to'8
years

1 to 3
years

4

years
1 to 3
years

4-

years
ye(zairaL

or more

6

Husbands, 45 years old and over

Elementary:
0 to 8 years-

High School:
1 to 3 years
4 years

College:
1 ter 3 years
4 years
5 years or more

24,084

1,008

t
3,897
7,181

.2,631

1,835

1',532

100.0'

100.0

100.0
100.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

21.1

52.0

16.4
. ;

8.5

5.0
2.0
0.T

17.5

21.5

35.4
13.6

8.8
4.0
2.7

42.1

22.0

40.8
62.6

50.9,

40.1
28.2

10.8

3.2

5.5
'10.3

24.1,

.24.3
22:1

5.9

0.9

1.4
3:6

8:4
23.4'

26.4

2.0 ,

2.9
,6.3

19.3

TABLE110B.

Education of Wife, by Education Of Husband 45 Years Old and

Education of wife.

All wives, husband 45 years
old and over

Elementary:" --
0 to 8 years

High school:
1 to 3 years
4 years

College:
1 to 3 years
4 years
5 years or more

411

P.

Over: March 1977

Total

Education of. husband

,Elemen-
tary

'High school

Number.
(thou-
sands) Percent

0 to 8
years

1 to 3
years

4

years
1 to 7
years

24,084 100.0 . 29.1 16.2 29.8 10.9

5,079 100.0 71.7 12.6 12.1 2.6-

4,211 .100.0 35.8 , 32.8 23.2 5.5
10,135 100.0 15.2 - 15.7 44.4' 13.2

2,608 .63.0 8.7 8.2 28.4 24.3

1,427 100.0 4.4 3.7 17.9 15.6
624, 100r0 3.1 2.6 16.(1 12.0

11*

20

Collpge

4

-years
5 years
or more

7.6

0.7

1.7
7.3

17.1
30.1.

18.6

6.4

0.2

4.3

13.3
28.3
47.3 _
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;
TABLE 11. _

Family Size and Presence of Children by Age for.Married:CoupleFamilies, by
Joint Educational Loyal of the Husbancl and Wife: March 1977

y-

Size c family and presence/
of childien by age

All
married7(

couple
families

Years of school completed by bctth
hQ5band and wife

, -

Legs than
4 years of
high school

/ High
school,
4 years

College,
1 to 3
"years

Copege,
4years
or more

Total (thousands)..
416 cent

47,497
100.0

10,387
100.0

11,479
100.0

2,180
100.)0

1,066
100.0

SIZE OF AMILY

2 persons 36.2 45.3 '31.3 35.6 32.8

3 persons 21.2 19:0 22.6 23%4 22.6

4 persons 21.6 14.3 25.3 25.4 26.6

5 perpons 11.7 9.7 12.6 10.5. '10.8

6 persons.., 5.3 5.5 5.2 3.3 5.3

7 or more persons 4.0 6.1 3.6 1.7 .1.8

Average per family 3.42 3.36 3:49 3.26 3.37

*PRESENCEAND AGE OF CHILDREN
11

No children under 18 years 47.6 60.9 41.0 44.5

Soke under 18-years 52.4 39.1 59.0 55.5 59.5

All under 6 years 12.5 ,6.6 15.1 18.5 21.2

Some under 6, some 6 t? 17 10.9 8.7 12.1 10.8 11.6

All 6 to 17 years 28.9 23.9 31.9 26.2 26.6

Average number of children under 18:
Pier faMilsi. 1.06 0.88 1.16, 1.02 1.09

Per family with children 2.02" 2.26 1.97 1..84 1.84,

TABLE 12.
Metropolitan-Nonnietropolitan Residence and Mobility of Married - Couple Fa ilies,

by Joint Educational Level of the Husband and Wife: March 1977

Yearsof school completed by
husband and wife

Residence and mdbility
All

married-
Couple

families

Less than
4 years of

high school

Total (thousands).. 47,497 10,387

, Percent 100.0 100.0

RESIDENCE

Metropolitan areas 65.8 58..3

Nonmetropolitan areas 34.2 41.7

MOBILITY

Nonmovers 73.9 80.5

Movers 26.1 19.5

Same, county 14.9 12.1

Same.4ate , 5.6 4.0

`Different'State 4.7 2.8.

Other 1.0 0.5

11,479
100.0

65.0
35.0

73.0
27.0
15.9
5.3
4.6
1.2

16

21

both

College,
1 to 3
year;

College,
4 years
or more

2,180 1,066
100.0 .100.0

71e2 79.5
25. 8 20.5

63.3 67.9
36.7 32.1
21.5 13.4
9.2 5.5
5.1 11.3
0.9 1.9



TABLE 13. Nee

Voter Participation of Married-Couple Families, by Joint'Educational Level
. of the Husband and Wife: November 19/6

Voter participation

ye

All
married-
.coOple

families

Years of school completed, both
husband and wife

Less than
4 years of

high school

Hig
school,
4 years

College,

1 to 3
years

College,
4'years
or more

V

Total reporting (thousands)., 44,992 ' 9,295 10,057 1,909 3,637
Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

1

Both husband' aid wife voted 60.8 *42.8 71.4 83.9
Only husband voted 8.1 11.4 4.0
Only wife 6:5 6.4 4.0
Neither spou e itched 24.6 39.4 1-5:961 a?1

J

TABLE14.
Labor Force Participation and Family Income, by Joint Educatatfhal Level
of the. Husbnd and Wife: March 1977

c

Labor rce participation
-and f ily income

All
married -

couple
families

Agars of school completed by
. husband and wife

Less than
4 years of
high school

,High

school,
4 years

College,

1 to 3
years

Total (thousands).. 47,497 10,387 11,479 2,180
Percent' 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION

In labor force:,.
Husband and wlfe 42.2 26.8 48.2 53.1
Husband only 38.5 37.4 39.7 35.4
Wife only 4.5 5.9 3.4 3.7
Neither spouse 14.9 29.9 8.7 7.8

FAMILY INCOME

Under $2,00Q 1.1 1.7 0.8 0.8
$2,000 to $4,999 5.3 14.1 2.4 2.2
$5,000 to $9,999 17.4 31.2 13.2 11.3
$10,000 to $14,999 41 20.6 '22.4 21.9 18.3 6
$15,000 to $19,999 20.8 14.8 25.6 24.5
$20,000 to $24,999 14.5 8.0 17.1 17.9
$25,000 to $49,999 18:1 7.1 17.7 21.8
$50,000 and over 2.2 0.6 1.4 3.2

Median income (dollars).. $16,013 $10,434 $16,800 $18,142

2Q

both.

College,
4 years
or more

1,066
100.0

62.1
2,9.5

2.7
5.6

0.6
0.8
3.3
8.1
15.4
14.0
45.9
11.0

$26,645

17



A

Social
Characte#stics of

. Younger and
Older Couples

);*

s.

As couples move from Yourif adulthood toward their more
mature years, they experience a series of changes. In their
early years, the couple's family is .likely to be a small,
unit. In their miad years, their family is generally larger and
somewhat more stalidrlarY. At full maturity, the charac-
teristics of the couple .are again likely to.thange The
discussion in this section deals with married couples io

,,relation to the age of the husband and wife.

Age, Family Size, and
Presence, of Children

Among couples in which the sp Uses were both either 14 to
24 years old or 25 to 34 years Id, the average family site

was 3.40 persons (table 15). Appr x irnately one-half of thte
families (53 percent) Were composed Of two persons (the
husband and wife) or the couple plus one additional family
member. Almost always, this third person was their own
child, but in a very few instances it was some other relat,Ive,
such as a brother or sister, of one of the persons rriaintaining
the family. The average number of children under 18 years Of
age in these families was 1.36.

By the time both the husband and wife approached their
middle years (age 35 to 44), family size had grown to an
average of 4.66 persons. Among couples in this age bracket,
only about 18 percent consisted of less than four persons;
the proportion in which only the husband and wife were
Presenr was 5 percent of the total. Nine out of 10 of theta
families had at least one child under 18 years of age who Ns
living in the horn e, and ,the average number of children Linder
18 in thesi"early midlife" families was 2.24 persons.

. As the husband and wife continued to grow older,' their
children, if any, had begun to reach young adulthood and
leave their parental home to form households of" their own.
Once the couple reached retirement age (65 years and over),
average family size had declined to 2.22 persons. About
percent of these families Consisted of just the husband and
wife, and rarely was the additional relatikre a child under le.

Age, 13

Close t
politan

. .

sidence, and Mobility

ar
two-thirds of all married couples lived in metro:
as. Thpse couples age 45 and over were somewhat

more li IV than their younger counterpartrtosbe living in
nonmetr°Pol itaeareas.

Since Youth and' mobility are positively -related to one
another, it is not surprising that the highest proportion of

- movers was, found among couples in which both spouses were

either 14 to 24 years old or 25 to 34 years old. About
one-half (52 percent) of these couples had moved, into a
different house or apartment at some time during the years

prior the 1977 survey. The vast majority of thesemovers.

hplart:lpr

lifted
of these young couples had moved outside their
to another residence in the-same State, but about

previous State of residence (table 16). This proportion was
twice that exhibited by couples in any other age bracket.

Among couples age 65 and over, only 7 percent Moved at
all, and most of those who did move did not leave their ,
previous county of residence. The extent to which the shifts
in residence that ,did occur were from a house which had
been large -enough to serve the family in past years to more
manageable living quarters is not shown by the available data.

Age, 140nleownership, and Renting

A substantial majority4f married couples (76 percent) in
1977 Were owners of the home in which they resided (table
18). The lowest proportion of homeowners was that among

couples in which the husband was under 35 (57 percent) and
the highest proportions were among hurands age 45 to 54

or 55 to 64 (86 or 87 percent). By the time the husbands had
reached the 65andover age bracket, the proportion owning
their homes had declined only slightly (to 84 percent). The
distribution of homeownership by age of wife is similar to
the distribution by age of huslicid. The proportions for

Pnd ing age groups never differed by more than 3
percent. white couples were more likely to be homeowners
than Black couples (78 percent versus etpercent). ,

corresponding



TABLt , . -
Em fly Size and Presence of Chilidren for Married-CouPle'Families,
by 'Joint Age Level of the Husband and Wife: Mhrch 1977

(Fox meaning of symbols, see text)

s.

Size of family and presence of children
All

marrieli
coup

families

Age-oi both husband and wife

14 to 24
or 25 to
34 years

35 to 44
years.

45 to 54
years

Or

55 to 64
pi years

65 years
and over

Total (thousand).. 47,497 11,279 5,844 5,81Q 4,422 4,319

Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100_0 100.0 100.0

SIZE OF FAMILY

2 "persbns. , 36.2 26.9 28.1 86.9

3 persons 21.2 '26.0 12.4 27.8 22.0 .9.4

4 persons 21.6 30.4 11.9 20.7 7.6 2.3

5 persons 11.7 11.8 25.1 12.3 2.6 0.7

6 bersoqs 5.3 3.5 13.5 6.1 1.2 .0.5

7 or more persons 4.0 1.4 11.6 ,5.0 0.7 0.2

Average per family 3.42 3.40 4.66 3.61 2.57 2.22

PRESENCE AND AGE OF CHILDREN

No children under 18..years 47.6 27.8 .9.7 53.4 92. 99.6

Some under 18 years.* 52.4 72.2 90.3 46.6 0.4

All under ,6 years a 12.5 34.7 2.6 0.3

Some under 6, some 6 to 17 10.9 22.4 16.2 1.3 0.1

All 6 to 17 years 28,9 15.1 71.5 45.1 7.6 0.4

Aveiage number of children under 18:
Per family 1.06 1.36 2.24 0.76 0.1d 0.01

Per 'family with children 2.02' 1.88 2.48 1.63 1.26 -4' 1.37

TABLE 16.
Metropolitan- Nonmetropolitan' Residence and Mobility of Married - Couple Families,
by Joint Age Level of the Husband and Wife: March 1977

, -

Residence and mobility
All

married-
f couple
tamilies

Age of both husband and wife,

14 to 24
or 25 to
34 years

35 to 44
years

45 to 54
years

55 to 64
years

65 years
' and over

.Total. (thousands)' 47,497 11,279 5,844 5,810 4,422 4,319

Perceht 100.0 400.0 100.0 100.0, 100.0 100.0

RESIDENCE

Metropolitan areas 65.8 65.9 66.3 69.6 66.9 60.1

Nonmetropolitan areas 34.2 34.1 33.7 .30.4 33.1 39.9

MOBILITY

Nonmovers 75.9 48.2 81.6 88.3 90.5' 93.4

Movers 26.1 51.8 18.4 11.7 A.5 6.6

Same county 1C..9 29.9 9.6 6.7 4.6 3.7

Same State 5.6 11.1 3.5 2. 2.7 lOgi 1.4

Different State 4.7 8.9 4.3 1.9 1.9 1.4

Other ,1.0 1.9. 1.0 0.3 0.2 0.1

24



TAgLE 17.
r-

Labor Force Participation and Family income for.Marriedlbouple Families,
by. Joint Age Level of the Husband and Wife: March 1977

Labor force participation and
family income,'

Ail
married-

couple
families

s
Age of both husband and wifel

14 to 24
or 25 to
34 years

35 to 44
years

45 to 54
years

55 to 64
years

65 years
and over

Total (thousands).. 47,497 11,279 5,844 5,810 4,422 4,319
Percent 100.0 100.0 , 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0,

SA

LABOR FORCE PARTICIRATION

In Labor Force
Husband and wife 42.2 50.6 54.1 50.0 31.0 2.9
Husband only 38.5 42.8 41.5 43.5 43.8 13.4
Wife only

-w
4.5 3.1 2.1 3.0 .7.3 3.6

Neither spouse 14.9 3.5 2.3 '0.6 17.9 80.1

FAMILY INCOME

Under $2,000 1.0 1.0 1.0 .1.0 1.3 1.1
$2,000 to $4,999 5.3 3.3 1.9 1.9 5.1 18.8
$5,000 to $9,999 17.4 17.9 8.0 8.4 17.0 42.8
$10,000 to $14,999 20.6 .26.3 15.8 15.3 18.8 18.2
$15,000 to $19,999 20.8 25.7 23.8 19.6 20.2 8.7
$20,000 to $24,999 14.5 14.1 20.5 18.1 14.3 4.4.
$25,000 to $49,999 18.1 11.1 25.5 31.6 19.9 5.0
$50,000 and over 2.2 0.6 3.5 4'.2 3.5 1.0

el Median income (dollars).. $16,013 $15,285 $19,878 $20,837' $16,543 $7,660

21



TABLE 18.
Tenure by Age of Husband and Wife, by Race: March 1977

.
(Numbers in thousands)

Race and tenure ,

All
srarried-

couple
families

Age of husband or wile

14 to 34
years

35 to 44
years

45 to 54
years

55 to 64
years

65 years
and over

. ALL RACES

Tenure by Age of Husband

Total 47,497 14,271 9,279 9,427 7,812 6,709

Percent 100.0 _100.0 100.0 100.0 108.0 loo.o

Owners 76.2 57.0 81.5 86.7 86.3 83_6

Renters 23.8 43.0 18.5 13.3 131.7 16.4

Tenure by Age of Wife

Total 47,497 17,239 9,283 9,178 7,059 4,738
Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Owners 76.2 60.1 84.2 87.4 85.8 83.6
Renters 23.8 40.0 15.8 12.6 14.2 16.4

. 7 '
WHITE

Tenure by Age of Husband

Total 43,397 12,994 8,344 J3,6111' 7,237 6,205
Percent' 100.0 100.0 100.0. 100.0 100.0 100.0

Owners 77.7 58.8 83.1 88.1E 87.3 84.5

Renters 22.3 41.2 16.9 11.9 - 12.7 15.5

Tenure by Age of Wife

Total 43,397 15,605 ' 8,393 8,403 6,579 4,416
Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Owners 77.7 61.9 85.7 88.5 87.1 84.1

Renters 22.3 38.2 14.3 11.5 12.9 15.9

BLACK

Tenure by Age of Husband

Total 3,406 1,056 749 671 497 434

'Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Owners 61.4 39.1 68.9 71.6 73.6 , 73.0
Renters

r

38.6 60.9 31.1 28.4 26.4 27.0

Tenure by Age.of Wife

Total 3,406 1,332 718 639 420 . 297

.Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 -4100.0 100.0 100.0

°vipers 61.4 43.2 71.6 76.7 66.9 78.5

Renters 38,6 56.8 28.6 23.3 33.3 21.9
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Employment of
Characteristics of
Married Couples

4.

L

hi

Until a decade ror two ago, it was ,possible to obtain a
reasonably clear picture of the economic characteristics of
married-couple families simply by examining the employment
status and income of the husband. The importance of such
information diminishes, however, as more Wives enter the
labor force ..and contribute significaull y to the family's
income. -In this section, the- employment status of the
husband and wife refers to the week before the March 1977
Current Population Survey, and the income of the couple
refers to the 1976 calendar year.

Participation in the Labor Force

Although husbands are less likely now than formerly to be
the sole breadwinner for the family, the propOrtion who
were in the labor farce in March 1977 was still relatively high
(81 percent). In that year, close to one-half (47 percent) of
all married women were in the labor force; that level of
participation is substantially higher than in the past.

Among married men, the paticipatibn in the labor force
was highest (96 percent) for those in the middle years of 35
to 44 (table 19). These men generally have-completed their
formal schooling and are too young to retire. Consequently,
they are _under great social and economic pressure to work;
and the vast majority of them do so.

By contrast, it was the youngest wives (those under 25)
who were most likely to be in the .labor force (58 percent).
The participation of wives 25 to .34 years old declined
slightly to 52 percent, as many of these women dropped out
of the labor- force to devote themselvis to, a period of
full-time childrearing. Once past the, primary childbearing

,years, larger proportions of women returned to the labor
force for a while, and the participation rate among those age
35 to 44 rose to 56 percent. At older ages the worker rate
declined.-

As one would expect, most husbands and wives drop out
of the labor force and enter retirement after age 65. Among
those age 65 and over, the proportion still working or
job - hunting had declined to 21 percent for men and 7
percent for women.

Working Wives apd Mothers

Married women who had one. or more children under 18
years of age were just as likely to be Members of the labor
force (48 percent) as married women who did not have such
a child (45 percent). There are substantial differences when
consideration is given to the age of the wife-as. well as the
presence of children.

The highest participation rate (82 percent) was among
marrieclowomen age 25 to 34 who did not have children. This
groUp of women includes .many. well-educated women who
are -devoting their main energies to a working career outside
the home. By c ntrast, among the corresponding group of
wives who had t least one child under 18, 46 percent were
in the labor foreg; this proportion is much lower but still
quite high s compared with earlier times.

The disparity between wives in and out of the labor force
was just as great for those under age 25 (figure 4). Among
wives with no children, 77 percent were either working or
.looking for work outside 'the home, but the corresponding
proportion for wives With a child under 18 was 41 percent
(table 70).

The differential between wives in and not in the labor
force according to presence of children decreases among
those 35 to 44 and 45 to 54. For wives age '55 and over,
women with children were actually more likely to be labor

-force participants; wives in this age category, generally were
not caring for infants or youngsters who were of an age likely
to inhibit seeking work outside the home.

The age of the child is often a critical factor in

deterrnining whether the mother enters or remains in the
labor force. The participation rate for wives whose only.:
children at horrie were age 14 to 17 was about 57 percent,
whereas the rate for those whose children were all under age

4111,6 was only 40 percent (table 21f.

Working Wive, by Education
and Income Laval

Regardless of whether a wife has children or not, the more .;

years of school she has completed, the more likely she is to.
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FIGURE 5. 0

Work"Experlence of Husbandsand Wives: 1977
.
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threelourths (77 percent) he worked full time all year. The
corresponding proportions of wives were subsibntial but
much smaller (56 perent and 20 percent, respectively).

In future years it may becoine a more frequent occurrence
for both spouses to work only part of the year, or for more

.of the husbands to devote themselves to childrearing in the
home, or for both to work at part-time jobs. To the extent
that such work patterns evolve, the end. result would be a
reduction in the husband's and father's role as the only
economic provider. As a matter of fact, the 1977 data show
that the husband, was the fainily's sole earner in only 26
percent of the married-couple families (table -25). More
common were couples in which there were 2 earners, the
husband and wife (36 percent). The proportion of couples in

which the wife was the only earlINE was quite low (4
percent).

Couples in which both spouses were earners tended to
exhibit more mobility than those in which only one spouse
Was an, earner. This situation may be in large part attributable
to the fact that the age distribution among couples in which
both spouses work is more. youthful, and the link between
youth and mobility is well established.

Couples in which both spouses were earners, in addition
to having significantly high'er family incomes, were more
likely to have completed at least 1 year of college than
couples in which either the husband or the wife was the only
earner (table 26). Again, the age distribution of these couples
plays an important role.

TABLE 19.
Labor Force Participation Rates of Husbands and Wives: March 1977

(Numbers in thousands)

i
Age

,
Husband

.

Wife

. Number Rate Number Rate

*
All ages, . 16 and over

16 to 24 years
25 to 34 years
35 to 44 years

_

45. to 54 years
55 to 64 years
65 years and over

48,062

3,257
11,339
9,323
9,460
7,846
6,778

80.6

89.6
94.1
95.7
92.9
76.4
20.9

47,984

5,467
12,101
9,312
9,214
7,093
4,797

461

58.2
52.2
'56.0
51.8
36.1
7.0

29
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TABLE 20.
Labor Force Status and ParticipationiRates of Wives, by Age and Presence of Own Children: March.1977

(Numbers in thousands)

Presence of dun children
and age of wife -

,

All
wives

In labor force Not in Labor force Labor
force

partici-
pation

rateNumber Percent Number Percent

i

Total wives1" 47,984 22,377 100.0 25,607 100.0 46.6

16 to 24 years : ' - 5,467 3,181 14.2 2,286 .. 8.9' 58.2
25 to 34 years , 12,101 6,315 .28.2 5,787 22.6 52.2

35 to 44 years 9,312 5,212 23.3 4,100 16:0 56.0

45 Co 54 years 9,214 4,773 21.3 4,440 17.3 51.8

55 years and over 11,890 2,896 12.9 8,994 35.1 24.4
r ,

WiVOS with no own children ,

under 18 years' 22,886 10,268 45.9 12,618 49.3 44.9
16 to-24 years 2,584 1,988 8.9 596 2.3 76.9

25 to 34 years 2,139 1,744 7.8 395 1.5 81.5 '

35 to 44 years 1,420 915 4.1 505 2.0 64.5

45 to 54 years 5,384 2,883 12.9 2,501 9.8 -, 53.5
55 years and over.., , . .1 11;359 2,738 12.2 8,621 33.7 24.1-

.

Wives with own children
,

under 18 years' , 25,098 12,109 .54.1 12,989
.

50.7 48.2
16 to 24 years 2,883 1,193 . 5.3 1,690 6.6 41.4,

25 to.34 year 9,962 4,570 20.4 5,392 21.1 . 45.9
35 to 44 years 7,892 47297 19.2 3,595 14.0 54:4
45 to 54 years 3,830 1,891 8.5 ,939 7.6 49.4
55 years and over 531 158 0.7 371 1.5 29.8

'Includes wives 16 years old and over.

TABLE 21.
Labor Force Statuand Participation Rates of WNes, by Presence and Age of wn Children: March 1977

(Numbers in thousands)
'

.
. ,

Presence and age of own children ,

.

All
wives

In labor force

.

Not in labor force Labor
- force
partici-

pation
rateNumber Percent Number Percent

.1V- Total'
l

None under 18 years
Some under 18 yews

All 6 to 17 years. .4

All 14 to 17 years
All 6 to 13 years
Some 6 to 13 years, some 14 to

.1.

17 years ,

Some 6 to 17 years, some under 6 years.
All under 6 years

All 3 to 5 years .

All under 3 years
Some 3 to 5 years, some under 3 years

'

47,984

22,886
25,098

13,800
3;424
5,313

4,563-

5,217
6,081
1,448
3,053
1,580

22,377
t

10,268
12,109

7,674
2,247
2,842

2,584
1,989
'2,446

752
1,210
485

100.0

45.9
54.1
.

'34.3

10;0
12.7

,

'11.5
8.9

4.,10.9

. .3.4
e, 5.4

'%/4:2

25,607
.

12,618
12,989

.6,126
1,677
24471

1;979
3,228
3,635

696
1,844
1,096

100.0

49.3
- 50.7

23.9
6.5
9.6

7%7
12.6

,14.2
2.7

7.2
4.3

46.6

44.9
48.2

55.6
57.3
53.5

56.6
38.1
40.2.

51.9
39.6
30.7

''Includes wives age 16 years and over. e
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TABLE 22.

Labor Force Participation Rates of Wives, by. Years of School Completed by Wife,
Presence and Age of Own Children, and Income of Husband: March 1977

(Income during 1976. For meaning of symboll,eee text)

Subject

Labor force participation rate

Total

Years of school! completed by wife

' Leas than
4 years of
high school

High
school,
4 yearn

College

1 to 3
years

4

years
5 year'
or more

TOTAL

All wive 46.6 33.4 50.1 52.1 56.3 68.5

No own children under 18 years 44.9 27.7
I.

51.0 55.1 63.3 70.7

Wits under 45 year. 75.6 54.4 75.7 79.4 90.1 89.6

Wife 45 years and over 33.6 23.8 41.0 37.9 38.2 53.5
With own children under 18 years 48.2 41.1 49.4 49.8 50.9 66.6

UNDER $3,000 .

All wives 42.6 28.5 55.3 62.8 63.9 (B)

No own Children under 18. years 37.9 24.1 52.4 60.5 61.5 (B)

Wife under 45 years 69.1 47.6 71.3 81.1 .(8) (B)

.Wife 45 years and over 29.6 21.3 46.0 38.1 37.3 (B)

With own children under 18 years 52.0 39.6 59.5 66.9 68.7 (B)

$3,000 TO $4,999

All wives 35.9 24.3 48.8 53.8 57.0 ."(B)

Noown children under 18 years 29.7 18.8 42.9 49.3 53.2' (B)

Wife under 45 years 71.7 51.2 78.7 73.9 (B) (B)

Wife:45 years and over 22.1 16.4 32.% 34.3 26.8 (B)

With own children under 18 years 51.2 40.7 59.5 67.1 65.8 ,(B)

$5,000 TO.$9,999 ....

All wives 47.2 35.7 52.2 56.3 65.9 73.1

No own children under 18 years 43.6 28.8 51.1 ,56.6 64.0 69.2

Wife under 45 years 77.2 56.7 78.3 84.6 92.6 (B)

*Ito 45 years and over 29,5 24.0 36.3 29.1 31.3 (0)

With own children under 18 years 51.5 44.6 51.4 56.0 68.8 '80.8

$10,000 TO $14,999

,

r- All wives 53.7 40.3 55.4 59.9 68.3 78.3

NO"Own children under 18 years 55.6 38.2 58.7 64.7. 72.6 79.4

Wife under 45 years 80.0 59.9 79.5 81.6 94.3 91.8

Wife 45 years and over 41.9 33.8 46.8 45.6 40.5 (B)

With own-children under 18 years 52.2 42.1 53.2 56.2 64.4 76.6

$15,000 TO $19,999

All wives 48.8 34.6 44:8 52.5 57.1 67.0

No own children under 18 years 51.3 '31.k 52.6 57.9 73.1 74.3

Wife under 45 years 74.4 43.6 7.1.5 78.5 90.6 88.1

Wife 45 years and over 42.2 2&.9 46.5 44.6 52.9 58.3

With own children under 18 years 47.3 37.5 48.3 49.9 47.4 -61.8

$20,000 TO $24,999 ,'

All wives 44.6 27.3 43.7 49.8 49.1 65.9

No ownchildren under lryears 44.7 24.2 42.6 51.9 61.2 71.8

Wife under 45 year. 70.3 (B) 66.1 (B) (B) (B)

.Wife'45 yeari and over 37.8 22.1 37.9 47.8. 40.8 (B)

With own children under 18 years 44.6 30.1 44.4 48.8 43.5 62.3

$25,000:AN6 OVER

All wives 36.6 28.3 33.9 33.3 39.1 59.6

No own children under 18 years 39.7 27.2 39.9 36.2 43.7 57.9

Wife udder 45 year. 65.4 (B) 57..1 (B) (B) (B)

Wife,45.yeare and over 34.0 18.3 36.5 31.3 34.9 49.5

With own .children under 18 years 34.6 30.3 29.4 31.6 36.6 60.2

.
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TABLE 23.
,75

Joint Labor _Force and Employment Status of Husbands and
Wives, by Familyliicome: March 1977

(Income during 1976)

Family income
-1

--..

,

.

All
married-

couple
families

In labor force
.

Neither
Husband

and
wife

Husband
only

Wife
only

spouse in
labor

,

.

force

Total (thousands).. 47,497 20,034 .18,274 a `2,136 7,054

Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Under $2,000 1.1 0.7 1.3 1.2 1.8

$2,000.to $4,999 5.3 1.6 3.6 6.1 19.9

$5,000 to $9,99.9 17.4 '9.2 16.0' 29.2 41.0

$10,000 to $14,999 20.6 18.2 23.4 '. 27.7 18.0

$15,000 to $19,999 20.8 23.5 22.8 17,.4. 9.0

$20,000 to $24,999 14.5 19.5 13.5 8.8 , 4.7

$25,000 to $49,999 18.1 25.3 16.2 9.0 5.0
$50,000 and over 2.2 2.0 3.3 0.6 0.7

Median income (dollars).. $16,013 $19,327 $16,267 $12,450 $7,610

1
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TABLE 24.

Work Experience Of Husband, by Work Experience of Wife and Number
of Related Children Under 18 Years of Age: March 1977

(Number in thousands)

Work experience or wife
All

married-
couple

families

Husband worked last year

Husband
did
not

workTotal

Full year

Part-'
yearTotal

Full-
time

Part-
tips

.

,

Total' . 46,687 39,407 31,134 30,223 911 8,273 7,280

Worked isat.ybar 25,147 4.23,398 18,540 18,065 475 4,858 1,749
Full-year 13,584 12,580 10,389 10,095 294 2,192 1,004

Fullttme .. 10,498 9,723 7,898 7,726 171 1.826 774
Part-time 3,087 2,857 2,491 2,169 122 366 230

01d not Im o 21,540 16,009 12,594 12,158 . 436 3,415 5,531
,

Willi no misted children under 18 21,782 15,688 .. 11,780 11,128 652 1,908 6,093

Worked last year 11,117 9,867 7,496 7,175 321 2,371 1,249
. Full -year 6,957 6,215 4,991 4,775 216 1,223 743

Full-time 5,624 5,003 4,015 3,894 121 1,049 561
Part -tlme 1,333 Sr !, 976. 95 175 182

Did not work 10,665
.

5,121 4,284
.881

3,953 331 1,537 4,844

with one or more related children ,

under 18
.

24,905 23,719 19,354 19,095 259 4.365 1,187

Worked last year 14,030 _... 13,531 11,044 10,890 . 154 2,486 491
Full-year 6,627 6,366, 5,397 5,320, 78 960 . 261
Ful 4,873 ' 4,660' 1,883 3,832 51 777 6 213

t-time 1,754 1,706 1,515 1,488 27. 191 48
Di not work 10,875 10,188 8,310 8,205 104 1,878 6e1

T DISTRIBUTION OP MARRIED OAKS,
BY ORK EXPERIENCE OF HUSBAND .

4
tai 100.0 84.4 66.7 64,7 2.0 17.7 15.6

Worked last .100.0 93.0 73.7 71.8 1.9 19.3 7.0
Full-year 100.0 92.6 76.5 74.3 2.2 16.1 7.4

Pull-time 100.0 ' 92.6 75.2 73.6 1.6 17.4 7.4
Part-time 100.0 92.5 80.7 76.7 4.0 11.9 7:5

Old not work . 100.0 74.3 58.5 56.4 2.0 15.9 25.7
.

. with no related children under 18 100.0 72.0 54.1 51.1 3.0 17.9 28.0

. .

Worked last year 100.0 88.8 67.4 AD 64.5

211:1---\

21.3 11.2
Full-year 100.0 ' 89.3 71.7 68.6 17.6 10.7

Full-time 100.0 90.0 71.4 69.2 2.2 18.7 .10.0
Part-time ' 100.0 . 86.3 73.2

. 66.1 7.1 13.1 .13.7
Did not work

with one or more related children

100.0 54.6
.

40.2 37.1, . 3.1 14.4 45.4

under 18 100.0 95.2 . 77. 76.7 1.0 17.5 4.8
_ .

.

Worked last year 100.0 . 96.4 78. 77.6 . 1.1 17.7 3.6
Full-year J. 100.0 96.1 81. 80.3 1.2 14.6 3:9
Full-time 100.0 95.6. 79.7 78.6 1.0 15.9 4.4
Part -time 100.0 97.3 86.4 844 1.5 10.9 2.7

Did not work 100.0 93.1 70.4 75.4 1.0 17.3 6.3
. . -

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION Or MARRIE0 pound-II,
BY WORK EXPERIENCE OF wtrE

l
,

Total 100:0 ,I. 100.0 100.0 100.0

,

100.0
. 100.0

.

100.0

Worked leer year 53.9 59.4 59.5 59.8 52.1 58.7 24.0
Full-year 29.1 31.9 33.4 33.4 32.3 26.5 13.8
Full-time _

.1

. 22.5 24.7 .25.4 .25.6 18.8 22:1 10.6
Part- time.., 6.6 7.2 8.0 7.8 13.4 4.4 3.2

Did not Work 46.1 40.6 40.5 40.2 47.9 '41.3 ,,76.0

With no related children under 18 ' 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 .100.0
.

Worked last year 51.0 62.9 63.6 64.5 49.2 60.7 -20.5
Pull-year I

. 31.9 39.6 42.4 42.9 33.1 31.3 12.2,.

Pull-time _

Nerve/11in
25.8
6.1

32.3
7.3

34.1
8.3

35.0
7.9

18.6
14.6

26.8
4.5

9.1
. 3.0

Did not work 49.0 37.1 36.4 35.5 50.114 39.3 79.5

With one or more related children

\11-----.2

r
.

under 18
,

worked lost year

100.0

56.3

100.

57.0

100.0

57.1

100.0

sa.o

100.0

59.5

100.0

57.0

100.0

42.0
Pull -year 26.6 26.8' 7.9 27.9' 30.1 22.2 ,22.0

Full-tire' 19.6 19.6 74,1 10.1 19.7 17.8 17.9
Part-time 7'.0 7.2 7.8 7.8 10.4 4.4 4.0

Did not work 43.7 43.0 43.0 43.0 40.2 43.0 '58.0

'Excludes noKt./111am families.
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TABLE 25.

Earning Status of Husbands and Wives, by Mobility and Age; March 11577

.

Subject
All married-

couple
famine!' '

Husband and
wife only

y earners

Husband
only

earner

.

..

Wife
only

earner

t
,

Total'. (thousands) 47,497 . 17,278 12,204 1,699

Percent -

r

100.0 35.4 25.7 3:6

MOBILITY

Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

. ,.

Nonmovers 73.9 62.7 73.4 70.0

Movers 26.1 37.3 26.6 . 30,0

lame county 14.9 . 22.8 14.6

Same State 5.6 8.3 6.1

.11,1
3.6

Different State ... - 4.7 5.6 4.8 10.0

Oth9r.t 1.0 0..6 .
. 1.0 5.2

A0E-40F SPOUSES
.

.
.

Percent 100.0 .0 100.0 100.0

Both 14 to 24 years , 5.9 t 10. 5.1 8.6

Husband only 0.6 .1.1 Q 0.,6 1.0

Both 25 to 34 years 17.8 28.1 24.9 12.5

Husband only 5.7 9.6 6.2 4.7

Both 35 to 44 years A 12.3 10.5 10.5 4.8

MUeband only 7.2 9.6 9.6 4.1

Both 45 to 54 years 12.2 9.1 8.8 5;8

Husband only 7.6 5.5 t' 6.4 3.2

Both 55 to 64 years 9.3 7.i . 11.7 r 12.3

Husband only 7.1 4:9' 7.3 10.0

Both 65 years and over ti... 9.L 1..1 , 5.8 11.2

Husband only 5.0 2.4 3.0 21.7

'Includes 16,307,000 families not shown separately.



TABLE 26. ,

Earning Status of Husba es, by Selected Ch acteristics: March 1977

F,4 "NI"tl.41"1 t -,11;
. 'Tr

4.-
I- -

1.' t

Subject ,'

All /harried-.
couple

* Husband and
wife only

Husband
only

i '' WifW
only

families . earners earner earner

.

TOtali . (thousands) 47,497
\

17,278 12,204 1,699
Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 \ 100.0

RESIDENCE '

'

Metropolitan 65.8 65.6 67.2 62.4
Nonmetropolitan

SCHOOL COMPLETED BY BOTH HUSBAND

34.2 34.4,

.

32%8

,

37.6

AND WIFE

Loss than 4 years of high school. 21.9 13.9 22.2 26.5
High school, 4 years 24,2 27.3 24.4 20.6
College, 1, to 3 years 4.6 6.3 4.3 3.4

College, 4 years or more ,.. 2.2 3.4 1.6 1.5
1

FAMILY INCOME S

i

.

e.

Under $2,000 . :. 1.1 0.8 1.3 2.1

$2,000 to $4,999 5.3 2.0 4.6 8.3
$5,000 to $9,999 17.4 11.8 20.4 37.5
$10,000 to $14,999 20.6 21.8 26.1 27.6
$15,000 to $19,999 20.8. 25.6 22.9 15.3
$20,000 to $24,999 14,5 18.3 11.2 , 5.1

$25,000 to $49,999 18.1 8.3 11.2 3.8
,

$50,000 and over 2.2
...

1.4. . 2.4 0.4

Median income (dolltre).. $16,013 $17,151
i

$14,348 $10,227

,IIncludes 16,307,000 families not shown separately.
I
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Income of
Married Couples

The median family income for all married-couple families in
1976 was about $16,271 (table 27). As one would expect,
the nce of more than one earner in the family was
associat with a relatively high median family income. Also
as expected, the lowest median income ($6,761) was diet for
families with no earners at all.The megian income for
families with the husband as the only earndr was $14,543, as
compared with medians of $17,570 for those with two
earners (the husband and wife), and $20,203 for those with
the husband and some other relative as the earners. In
families with at least three earners (one of which was the
husband), the median income was $23,474. 4.

For White married-couple families the median income was
$16,554; in comparison, Blatk couples tied a median income
of $13,285, and Spanish-prigin couples, $11,969.

About 20 percent ill all married-couple families had
incomes of $25,000 or more in 1976. An additional 36
percent had incomes of at least $15,000 but less than
$25,000, and, similarly, 38 percent had incomes of at least
$5,000 but less, than $15,000. Finally, 6 percent had incomes
of less than $5,000. (The 1976 poverty threshold for a
nonfarm family of four, according to Federal government
guidelines, was $5,815.)

Income of Husbands and Wives

The personal income of husbands was about $2,000 higher
among those men whose wives did not contribute to family
income than among those men whose wives did contribute.
The median income -for all husbands in married-couple
families was $12,307 (table 28A). If both the husband and
wife 4111111,pme recl'plents, the median income of the
husband $11,609, whereas the median income of the
husband was.$13,751 if the wife was not a contributor to the
family's income.

The median perSonal income was much lower for wives
than for husbands (table 288). Overall; married women with
income had a median income of only $3,900. If both spouses
Were income recipients, wives had a median income of
$3,888, compered to a median bi $5,153 for wives whose
husbands had no income in 1976a difference of about
$1,300.

Earnings of Husbands and Wives

Although all persons with earnings have income, not all with
income have earnings. Wages, salaries, and self-employment
income are identified as earnings and generally constitute the
major source of income. Some persons, however, receive all'
of their inarne in the form of "unearned-income" (pensions,
public assisinIce, interest, and other sources).

Whereas 99 percent of husbands had incomes in 1976,
only 85 percent had earnings. Husbands had ir edian earnings
of $12,933, and about 56 percent earned $10,000 or more
during the course of the year (table 19)..

The gap between the proportion receiving income and the
proportion with earnings was about the same for wives as
for husbands. About 66 percent of wives had incomes in
1976, but only 52 percent had any earnilks during the
period. Among wives with earnings, the median was $4.778,
and just 8 percent earned 1$10,000 or more. Thus, median
earnings for husbands were about 171 percent higher than
median earningator wives ($12,933 versus $4,778).

Although most husbands have higher earnings than their
wives, a significant nimber of vives in 1976 were in at least
as high an earnings category as their husbands. From the data
in table 29 it can be demonstrated that, in approximatkly 1
of every 3 married couples in which the wife had earnings,
her earnings were in the same class interval as that of her
husband or in a higher interval. But about one-half of the
wives had no earnings at all; therefore, among close to 1 in
every 6 of all married couples, the wife had earnings
comparable to, or more than, those of her husband.

36

Characteristics of Earner Couples

The median age of wives among couples with both spouses as
earners was 36.8 years (table 30A), and' the comparable
figure for husbands was 39.9 years (table 30B). About 42
percent of such couples had no 'children under 18 years of

efie-
About 16 percent of the wives among-dual-earner couples

had completed 4 years of college or more. The corresponding
proportion among the husbands was 21 percent. Moreover,
among such couples, the majority of the wives held pro-
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Ife lone, clerical, sales, and other whitecollamelloolle."%itiani (65
percint), Among' their husbands, about eqe....epoce}011 "1:larlIons"
were holding white-dollar positions (45 pers=s-reoticOrs9 and blue,
collar lore i 46 Percent). '

)

1

ti

Thus, the picture that emerges of- these -dual-earner
couples is that they tend to be somewhat younger but less
likely to have rib children in the home, id they'tend to be

better educated than husbands and wives in general.

IP
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TABLE 27.
Total Money Income of Married-Couple Families, by Number of
Earners and Race and Spanish Origin of Husband: March 1977

(for sonatas of 'robot., see text)

Noce and number of warner'

Total Total noney.income (1946)
Median
tncoseNumber

(thou-
sande) Percent

Under
$2,000

$2,000
to

$4,999

$5,000
. to

$9,999

$10,000
to

$14,999

$15,000
to

$19,999

$20,000
to

$24,999

$25,000
to

$49,999
$50;000
or more 4dollare)

AU, NACU

All married-couple families' 46.687 100.0 1.1 5.3 17.1 20,6 20.9 14,6 18.2 2.2 $16.271

Husband an earner:

All married-couple families 39,407 100.0 0.9 2.6 12.7 20.8 23.1 16.5 20.6 2.6 17,656
1 earner 12,198 100.0 1.3 4.6 20.4 26.1 , 22.9 11.2 11.2 , 2.4 14,543

2 sermon 19,770 100.0 0.8 2.0 11.2 21.3 25.0 18.4 19.3 2.0 17,645

NUmbend and wife only 17,270 100.0 0.8 2.1 11.8 21.8 25.6 18.2 18.3 1.4 17,570

Husband and other relative only 2,501 1.0 1.6 7.1 17.9 21.2 19.2 26.4 5.5 20,203
3 or more srars 7,439 106.0 0.6 1.1 4.3 10.6 16.2 20.2 40.6 4.5 23,474

Husband not an earner:

All married - couple families 7,280 100.0 2.2 ) 19.9 40.5 19.4 9.1 4.2 4.2 0.3 8,18
Be sernr 4,866 100.0 2.4 26.3 44.8 16.2 5.5 2.2 2.2 0.4 6 6.7 1

I earner 1,810 100.0 2.2 8.8 36.1 26.1 15.4 6.2 5.2 0.2 10,443

Wife only 1,324k 100,0 2,6 10.1 37.6 27.7 13.7 4.4 3.3 0.2 9,902
Other relative only 486 100.0 0.8 4.9 31.1 21.2 19.8 11.3- 10.7 - 12,715

2 or more earners 604 100.0 0.3 1.7 19.2 26.3 19.4 14.4 16.9 1.8 15,680

.
.

WHITS
.

i r

' I

Alf married - couple families 42,719 100.0 1.1 4.9 - 16.6 20.3 21.0

.

1 4.9 18.8 2.4 16,554

Husband an earner:

All married - couple famine. 36,117 100.0 0.9 2.4 12.2 20.5 23.2 16.8 21.5 2 :7 17,911

1 earner 11,359 100.0 1.2 4.0 19.4 26.1 23.3 11.7 11.6 ' 2.6 14,160

.2*.tarnera 17,923 100.0 0.8 1.8 10.7 21.0 25.3 18.7 19.8 2.1 18,040
Husband and wife only 15,587 100.0 -.0.7 1.9 11.3 21.6 25.8 18.5 18.6 1.5 17,728

Husband and other relative only 2,3'111T, 100.0 0.9 1,3 6.3 17.1 21.5 19.7 27
*1
4 5,8 20,544

3 earners or more 6,836 100.0 0.6 1.0 - 4.0 9.7 17.6 20.4 42.1 4.6 23,972

.

Husband Got an earner: .

All married- couple fesilies...-, 6,601 100.0 2.2 18.6 40.9 19.8 9,3 4.] 4.4 0.5 8,209

No earner ...N4,536 100.0 2.4 24.6 45.4 17.0 5.6 ' 2.4 2,4 0.4 6,944
1 earnel.

Wife only
ki564

iew, 149

100.0
100.0

2 4_ /..1 35.0
37.8

26.4
28.3

16.7
14.6

6.5
4.4

S.8
3.3

0.2
0.3

10,757
10,12110 Cr.,

Other relative only
2 earners or noee

415
506

100.0
100.0

0.7
0.4

4.3
1.0

27.7
18.2

20.7
24.6

22.2
20.6

12.3
14.4

12.5
18.6

-

2.2
13,977
16,455

- .-

BUCK
.

All married-couple families.- 3,302 100.0 1.6 10.4 23.4 23.3 -19.4 11.1 10.4 0.5 li,296.

Husband an earner.
..

All sarried.couple familia.r 2,711 10%0 1.6 5.4 20.1 24.9' 22.4 12.7 12.3'' 0.6 14,634
1 earner 692 104:0 3.0 11.7 34.8 27.6 16.8 2.3 ''3.0 0.4 10,044.

2 earners 1,548 100.0 1.2 3.8 17.2 24.5 23.4 15.4 14.0 0.4 15,645

Husband and wife only 1,416 100.0 1.0 3.5 . 16.9 24.4 23.9 16.0 14.2 0.] 15,785

Husband and other relative only... r 132 100.0 3.0 6.1 20.5 .28.0 18.9 9.8 12.1 1.5 13,894

3 earners or more 471 100.0 0.8 1.7 8.1 21.7 27.2 18.7 20.4 1.7 18,022

.

Husband not an earner:
.

All married-couple families 591 100.0 1.7 33.7 38.4 15.9 5.4 3.7 1.4 . - 6,193

,Nn earner 285 100.0 3.2 52.6 36.5 4.9 2,8 - 4,643

1 earner . 219 100.0 0.5 20.1 44.3 22.8 5.5 5.0 0.9 7,665
Wife only 158 100.0 24.7 39.9 23.4 7.0 4.4 1.3 - 7,599

Other relative only 61 (B) (B) (B) (B) (P' (B) (B) (B) (8) (a)
2 earners or more 87 100.0 4.6 28.7' 33.3 13.8 12.6 6.9 12,088

SPANISH ORIGIN'
. .

All married-couple families 1,946 100.0 2,1 9.5 27.9 24.2 18.5 9.5 8.0 0.5 11,969

a Ltebend an .earner:

: ..

ill married-couple families 1,708 100.0 1.6 6.1 26.1 26.2 20.2 10.4 9.0 . 0.6' 12,871

1 earner 658 100.0 2.3 10.3 38.0 26.4 16.0 3.8 2.7 0.6 9,927

Atearnere 763 100.0 1.0 4.3 20.7 27.7 23.9 13.6 13.-7 0.3 14,235

Husband and wife only 666 100.0 0.6 4.1 21.0 29.0 23.6 13.7 6.1 0.3 14,096

Hnabend and other relative only..,. 97 100.0 5.2 5.2 18.6 20.6 23,7 13.4 12.4 -- ) - 15,229.

3 earners or sore .2,67 100.0 1.7 1.4 13.2' 21.3 20.6 16.7 23.7 1,:4 18.169
,

husband not an earner: .
. A

111 sarried.00npl families 238 100.0 3.5 33.6 42.0 10.1 ' 5.9 2.9 1.3 - 5,842
No earner 151 100.0 7.9 44.4 41.1 4.6 2.0 0.7 - - 4,892

1 earner 56 (B (10 ,'(B (B (a) (B) - (B) (10 (B)
Wife only 35 (B (10 (B (B Ell (B) (B)' (B) (B) (B)

Other relative only 23 ( B s( ) (8 (a (e) (B)

r)
(B). (B) (B)

2 earners more 29 (B) (B) (8) (8) (B) 05) B) (B) (B) (B)

liwelsdes nosalvillan families. 'Persona of Spanish origin nay be of any race,
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TABLE 28A.
Income of Husbands, by Income Recipiency of their Wives: March 1977.

(Income during 1976)

411.

Income of husband.
.

-

.
All

husbands
. -..-

-

Wife
with

income

Wife
without
income

Total \ (thousands) 47,497 31,071 I;) 16,4g.,7

Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0

Without income i )1.0 1.0 1.0

Under $1,000 ... .., of OOOOOO $ , 0.8 0.8 0.8

$1,000 tos$1,999 1.6 1.9 0.8

$2,000 to $2,999 2.8 4 1.8

$3,000 to $3,999 4.2 4. , 2.9

$4,000 to $4,999 4.3
.

4.7 3.4

$5,000 to $5,9919 4.6 4.8 t" 4.2

$6,000 to $6,999 4.7 4.9 4.2

$7,000 to $7,999 4.8 5.0 i 4,3

$8,000 to $8,999 . 5.0 5.4 ' 4.2

$9,000 to $9,999 4.9 5.0 4.6

$10,000 to $14,999 25.1 25.6 24.1

$15,000 and over . 36.4 32.6 43.6

Median income of those with
income (dollars).. $12,307 -- $11,609 $13;751

TABLE 28B.
Income of Wives, by Income Recipiency of their Husbands: March 1977

(Income during 1976)

Income of wile All
wives

Husband
with

income

Husband
without
income

Total (thousands).. 47,497 ,.. 47,035 463

Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0

Without income ' 34.6 34.6 ' 36.1

Under $1,000 06..1. 10.5 10.6 7.1

$1,000 to $1,999 -. O 10.3 10.3 8.0

$2,000 to $2,999 6.8 6.8 5.8

$3,000 to $3,999 . 5.7 5.7 4.5

$4,000 to $4,999. 4.9 4.9 5.4

$5,000 to $5,999 4.9 4.8 7.3

$6,000 to $6;999 4.4 4.4 2.6
$7,000 to $7,999 3.8 . 3.8 5.2

$8,000 to $8,999 3.4 3.4 6.7

$9,000 to $9,999
$10,000, to $14,999

2.4
6.3 111

k. 5

7:6,-

$15,000 and over 40 2.0 2.0 2.2

Median income of those with
income (dollars).. ) $3,900 $3,888 $5,153



TABLE 29.
Earnings of (Nita, by Earnings of Husband: March 1977

(Numbers in thousands. For moaning of symbols, se. text)

rnEaings of husband
(1970)

Total
marriod-

couple

Earnings of wife (1976)
Median'

Total
with Under

$2,000
Ito

$5,01-$10,000
to to

$15,000
and

earnings

. families earnings $2,000 $4,999 $9,999 $14,999 over (dollars)

Total . 47,497 24,758 6,457 6,395 8,299 2,830 777 $4,778

.

Without earnings 7,034 1,700 434 490 530 197 49 4,547
With earnings ' 40,463 23,058 6,023 5,904 7,767 2,633 728 4,798
Under $2,000 2,13) 997 301 274 294 102 27 4,162
$2,000 to $4,999 2,961 1,735 506 593 471 128 39 3,829

$5,000 to $9,999 8,633 5,425 1,400 1,530 2,058 378 58 4,574
$10,000 to $14,999. ., 11,092 6,879 1,563 1,704 2,536 924 151 5,340
$13,000 and over % 15,646 8,023 "1;253 1,805 2,411 1,102 455 4,923

Median earnings (dollars).. $12,933 $12,451 $12,574 $11,629 $12,091 $13,834 +$15,000 ...

Percent distribution of husbands... 100.0 52.1 13.6 13.5 17.5 6.0 1.6 ...

Without earnings 100.0 24.2 6.2 7.0 7.5 2.8 0.7 ...

With earnings 100.0 57,0 14.9 14.6 19.2 6.5 1.8 ...

Under $2,000 100.0 46.8 14.1 12.9 13.8 4.8 1.3 .4.

$2,000 to $4,999.. 100.0 58.6 17.1 '20.0. 15.9 4.3 1.3 ...

$5,000 to $114999 100.0 62.8 16.2 17.7 23.8 4.4 0.7 ...

$10,000 to $14,999 100.0 62.0 14.1 15.4 22.9 8.3 1.4 ...

$15,000 and over 00.0 51.3 14.4 11.5 15.4 7.0 2.9 ...

1

Percent.distribution of wives 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 ...

Earnings of husband:

Without earnings 14.8 6.9 6.7 7.7 6.4 7.0 6.3 ...
With earnings 85.2 93.1 93.3 92.3 93.6 93.0 93:7

Under $2,000 4.5 4All 4.7 4.3 3.5 3.6 3.5 ...
$2,000 to $4,999 6.3 7.0 7.8 9,3 5.7 4.5 5.0 ...
$5,000 to $9,999 I 18.2 21.9 21.7 23.9 24.8 13.4 7.5 . ...
$10,000 to $14,000 23,4 27.8 24.2 26,6 30.6 , 32.7 19.4 ...

$15,000 and over 32.9 32.4 34.9 28.2 29.1 38.9 58.6 ...-

40
37





6

I



TABLE 30A.

Family Characteristics, by Earnings.df Husband in Married-Couple Families in
which Both HUsband and Wife Had Earnings During-1976: March 1977

(For meaning of symbols, see text)

AGE OF WIFE

Total' (thousands)..
Percent

14 to 24 years
25.to 34 years
35 to 44 yeirs
45 to 54 years
55 to 64 years
65 years and over
Median age.

NUMBER OF RELATED CHILDREN UNDER 18

Percent
No children
1 child
2 children
3 children .
4 or more children

OCCUPATION OF WIFE

Percent
White collaeworkers
Blue collar workers
Farm workers
Service workers

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY WIFE

Percent ..

Elementary: Less than 8 years..., .....
8 years

High school: .1 to 3 years
4 years

College: 1 to 3 years
4 years or more
4 years
5 years or more

38

Earnings of husband (1976)

Total

22,44,3

/00.0

15.4

30.3
23.2
20.4
9.7
1.0
36.8

100.0
42.1
22,0
21.3
9.3
5.3

100.0
64.7
15.5
1.1

18.7

100.0
3.0
3.9

13.3
48.4
15.9
15.5
10.3
5.2

Under
$2,000

947
100.0

18.4
21.2
11.3
19.1
23.2
6.9
44.2

100.0
59.6
21.2
11.2
5,1

3.1

100.0
52.8
20.1
2.9

24.4

100.0
6.3
8.3

16.3
40.3
16.6
12 4

/
8.0
4.3

42,000
. to

$4,999

1,686
100.0

27.4
22.5
13.7
16.4
16.1

3.9
35.0

100.0
55.0
19.8
12.6
7.2
5.3

100.0
50.4
19.0
3.1

27.6

100.0
7.8
7.2

18.4
42.3
13.9
10.5
7.4
3.1

$5,000
to

$9,999

$10,000
to

$14,999

15,000
to

$19,999

$20,000
to

$24,999
$25,000

and over

Median
earnings

(dollars)

5,163 6,763 4,482 1,868 1,532 $12,363'
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

27.7 14.5 7.3 2.8 2.3 8,851
28.7 35.7 31.9 28.6 24.1 14640
17.6 22.2 29.6 33.6 33.2 14,414
16.3 18.9 23.3 26.2 30.3 13,61p
9.1 8.4 7.5 8.3 9.7 10,952
0.5 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.4 2,718
32.8 34.9 38.7 40.5 42.1

100.0 100.0 100.6 100.0 100.0 12,363
45.1 41.7 35.5 33.2 38.7 11,390
23.2 22.5 22.0 20.3 21.5 12,254
17.7 21.9 26.4. 27.5 2355 13,709
7.9 8.9 -11.1 12.7 11.0 13,701
6.2 5.0 4.0 6.4 5.2. 12,228

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 12,363
51.8 65.7 72.2 78.9 87.1' 13,426
23.2 15.4 11.5 8.4 4.2 10,109
1.4 0.8 0.5 0.8 0.3 8,139

23.6 18.1 15.8 12.0 8.4 10,605

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 12,363
5.3 2.1 1.1 0.7 0.1 7,469
5.6 3.8 2.2 1.1 0.7 9,166

19.1 13.5 9.8 7.1 3.0 10,157
47.2 51.4 53.9 46.9 37.2 12,529
12.7 15.8 15.8 20.8 23.2 13,257
10.1 13.4 17.4 23.4 35.8 15,096
7.4 9.4 11.0 14.1 21.9 14,411
2.8 3.9 6.4 9.4 14.0 16,104

4I
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TABLE 30B.
Family Characteristics, by Earnings of Wife in Married - Couple. Families in which

Both Husband and Wife Had Earnings During 1976: March 1977

(For meaning of symbols, see text)

Subject

Earnings of wife: (1976)

4.

Median
earnings

(dollars)
Total

Under.
$2,000

$2,000

44,999'

$5,000
to

$9,999

$10,000
to

$14,999

$15,000
to

$19,999

$20,000
to

$24,999
$25,000
and over

AGB OF HUSBAND

Total (thousands).. 22,443 5,730 5,763 7,639 2,595 576 76 64 $4,852

Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 (B)

14 to 24 years 9.3 11:4 10.7 9.6 3.4 0.5 (B) 3,842

25 to 34 years 29.4 29.8 27.9 30,7 30.3 20.0 21.1 (B) 4,953

'35 to.44 years 23.1 26.0 22.7 .21.3 22.9 21.7 31.6 (B) 4,521

45 to 54 years 18.7 23.1 22.1 26.6 31.6 23.7 (8) 5,216

to 64 years 1 .1 10.9 12.4 14.0 14.3 21.9 22.4 (B) 5,501.
.55
65 years and over .8 3.2 3.2 ' 22.8 .2.5 4.2 1.3 (B) 3,801

Median age 39.9 38.4 40.0 39.6 42.1 47.5 44.2 . (B) .1,

NUMBER OF IMAM CHIWREN UNDER 18

Percent..... 100.0 100.0 M,100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 (B) 4,852

No children 42.1 29:7 38.9 48:7 .51.3 63.4 65.8 (B) 5,883

'child 22.0 22.7 22.4 21.7 22.4 15.6 14.5 (B) 4,690.

2 children 21.3 27.0 22./ 18.1 18.0 14.4 15.8 (B)

3 children 9.3 12.7 10.5 7.5 5.6 4.2 2.6 (B) 3,374

4 or sore children 5.3 7-.9 6.1 4.0 2,7, 2.6 2.6 (B) 3,157

OCCUPATION OF HUSBAND

Percent 109.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0' 100.0 100.0 (B) 4,852

:White collar workers 44.7 41.0 39.4 43.5 60.2 70.1 85.5 (B) 5,548

Blue collar workers 45.6 47.7 50.5 47.0 32.1 24.3. 10.5 (B): 4;436.

Farm workers 3.0 5.1 3.0 2.1 1.5 1.6 1.3 (0 2,774

Service workers 6.7 6.1 7.1 7.3 6.2 4.0 .2.6 (B)' 4,936

TZARS OP SCBOOL COMPLETED BY HABAND 4

Percept 100.0 100.0, 100.0. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 (B) 4:852 -

Elementary: Less than 8 years
8 -, years

5.5 6.8 7.3
6.s

4.9
5.8

2.0
3.4

1.2
1.9

1.3
9.2

(8)

(B)

.14364,
4,336.

High school: 1 to 3 years 13.7 34,2 15.7 '14.2 9.5 4.9 (B) 4,408

4 years - '96.8 37.2 37.5 38.5 32.8 27.1 14.5' .00 4,750

College: 1 to 3 years....,
4 year. or more

17.0.
2i.2

.15.5
20.4.

15.9
16:8

18.2
18.5.

10.5
33.9

22.2
42.5

19.7
56.6

(B)
(B)

5,353
5,907

4 years 11.6 11.3 9.4' 10.9 ,17.2 19.3 13.2 (9) 5,722

5 years or more ..... 9.6 9.1. 7.4 7.7 16.6 23.4 44.7 (B) 6,148

39
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Occupations of
Husbands and
VOves

The largest differences between the occupational distribu-
tions of employed hUsbands and wives werq found among
professional, managerial, clerical, craft, and service workers
(figure 6). For examiile, whereas .17 percent of, ernploy4d
husbands were in the managerial category and 23 percent
were craft workers (carpeniers, mechanics, etc.), the corre-
iponding proportions for employed wives were .6 percent and
2 percent respectively. Ai/ contrast, high -concentrations of
employed Wives were found in clerical"(36 percent) or service
positioni (18 percent). The comparable propOrticin of

' husbands in these categdries was only 6 percent . and, 7
percent, respectively. Perhaps it ,sh6Uld :noted that the
service: category incladei not only work in private house
'holds: but also: a wide range of food, health, custodial, and,
protective seruiceS.

Men with lirriployed wives (table 31) were someWhat more
likely to do white-collar work (47 percent) than Men whose
wives were not gainfully employed outside the home (42
percent). The men whose wives are employed are more
likely than others to have married women with'a high school
diploma or a college degree which made them more
employable. Despite the differences in the occupational
distributions of husbands and 'wives, ,many" dual-career
couples have similar occupations In nearly 1 of every :5.
marrietcouples, both the husband and wife werein the same
occupational group. For iiistanci. about 36 Perceift of the
married wpmen working 'in Profetsional posiduns and 30
percent' of those in managerial occupations had a hurdiand
employed in the sam %respective category. Among the small'
number of wOinen'eniplOyed.as.farni worker's; two-thirds had
a husband who also worked on a farm (table 32). t .

FIGURE 6.

Occupational Distribution of
Husbands and Wlvetrch 1977
Percent

. v.
Husbands
Wives

Profes-
sional

Mane- .Sales 'Clerical- Craft Operatives Service 'Fenn
Aerial

Plass of worker

Other
laborers
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TABLE 31.

Occupation Group of Employed Husbands, by Employment
'Status of Wives: March 1977_

: .

Dccupation,of husband ,
All

Employed
husbanfis rwith

. employed
husbands

employed
wives

°Vie]

Totals. (thousand6) 36,987 18,122 18,865
Percent, total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Professional, technical, and kindred workers 15.8 16.8 14.9
Tanagers and administrators, except farm 17.0' 17.7 16.4
Sales workers 6.2 6.7 _ 5.8
Clerical and kindred workers 5.6 6.1 5.2
Craft and kindred workers 22.6 21.4 23.7
)peratives .. 17.6 . 17.4 17,8
Service'workers 6.6 6.6 6.5
Farm workers 3.9 2 -.9 4.8
)ther laborers 4.7 4.5 4.9

1 Excludes husbands

TAB LE 32.

Occupational Distribution of Employed Wives, by Employment Status
And Occupation Group of Husbands: March 1977

der 16 years old.

,c4

(For meaning of symbols, see text)

' . .

Employment status and occupation
,group of husband

\
All married-

couple
families
filth em-

ployed wives

occupation Group .of wife
'

Professional,
technical:

and kindred

Managera
and ithein-

istretors,
except

farm

(

-

Sales
workers

. .

Cilirical
lknd

kindred
workers

Craft
and

kindred
workers

,

Opera-
tives

.

Service
workers

Farm
workers,

,

Other
laborers

Total (thousands)..
Percent

1h labor force .
1

Employed
Rrofe..ional, technical and kindred
Managers and adainistratore, except form-
Sales workers
Clericil and kindred workers
Craft and kindred workers
Operatives

-Service worker.
Fare worker.
Other laborers

)

'.0nt;mployed
.

Armed Forces
Not in labor-force

(

20,854
100.0
91.6

86.9
14.6
15.4
5.8
5.3
18.6
15.1

5.7
2.5
3.9

3.5
1.2
8.4

1,566
100.0
93.7
90.1
34.5
19.7
6.3
4.9
10.3
7.0
4.0
1.7
1.7-

- 1.2
6.3

'

.

1,260
100.0
89.0
86.5
16.2
30.2
7.9

4.7
13.1
7.0
4.0

! 1.5
1.7

2.0
6.6
11.0

1,346
100.0
91.4

87.1
13.4
19.6
10.7
4.3
19.7
10.7
1.7
1.9
.3.2

1.9
2.5

8.6

.

7,395
100.0
94.3
89.4
14.1

17.7
7.6
6.8
20.8
13.0

5.1
1.2

. 3.1

3.6
L3.
5.7

341
100.0
91.2
.87.4
8.8:

11.4
6.2
3.5

'22.3
. 22.0

5.3
2.1-

' 5.6

3.8

8.8

.

2,698
100.0
88.7
82.8
3.4
6.1

1.6
3.9
23.4
'29.7

5.8
2.4
6.5

.

5.2
0.8

11.3

.

3,818
100.0
87.4
81.8
6.5
8.7
2.9
4.8
20.1
20.0

10.1
2.6
6.3

.

4.5
1.1

12.6

.

236
100.0
92.8

91.5
3.8
3.0
1.7

0.8
5.9

5.1

2.5
65.7
2.1

.

0.8
-

74

.

'193

100.0
91.2
'86.5
3.6
6.7
1.0
1.6

/26.9
''29.0

3.6
1.0
12.4

3.6
1.0
8.8
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'Source and
Reliability of
the Estimate

Source of. Data

Most of the estimates in this report are based on data ob-
' tained frOrn the Current Population SurVey '(CPS) :of the
Bureau of the 'Censti4. Some data, as footnoted in the tables,
were obtained from the 1970 Census of .Population, Brief
descriptions of the sources' from and.procedures by which
data were obtained are presented beloW.

Current Population Survey (PPS). The6RS,. estimates in
this report are based on data obtained annually in March of
1970 through 1977. The Monthly CPS deals mainly with
labor ,force data for the:civilian noninstitutional population.;
Questions "relating to labor force partiCipation are asked
about each member '14 yeari old and older in each sample
household; In addition, su ementary questions are asked
each March about househol and family characteristics. In
order to obtain more, reliable datd for the Spanish origin
population, the Merch CPS sample was enlarged to include all

pouseholds
from the November 1976 sample which con-

tained at least one person of Spanish origin.
The present CPS sample, was initially selected from the

1970 census file and is updated cdntinuously to reflect new
construction where possible (see section, "Nonsarnpling
Variability," below). The monthly CPS sample is spread over
461 .areas with coverage in each of the 50 States and the
District of Columbia. A supplementary sample of housing
units in 24 States and the District of -Columbia was in-
corporated with the monthly CPS sample to produce the
March 1977 household and family data. The expanded CPS
sample is located in 614 areas comprising 1,113 counties,
independent cities, and divisions in the nation. The 614
sample areas used in March include 461 areas- from the
monthly CPS and 153 supplementary areas.

Samples for previous sample designs were selected from
files from,the most recently completed census. The following
table prbvides a description of some aspects of the CPS
sample designs in use duririg the referenced data collection
periods.

Description of the Curreht Population Survey

Time period

.

Number of
sample.
areas'

. Hddseholds eligible
,Houging units
visited, not
eligibl e2Interviewed-

. ,

Not
interviewed ,"

.. .

Supplemental sample"
August- 1972 to presept
August 1971 to July..1972 ......
January 1967 to July 1971

153
,

. 461
449
449

. 8,500
-45,300
45,000
48,000

500
2,000:

. .2A100

2,000

1,500
8,000
8,000
8,500

'These areas were chosenlo.provide-coVerage
the exception of the supplemental sample-used f

2These are housing units which"Were visitedi
eligible ,for-interview. .

in each !tate and the District of Columbia with
or March 1977 data..
but were found to be vacant or otherwise not

P
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The estimating procedure used for the monthly CPS data"
involves the inflation of weighted sample results to rnde-
pendent estimates of the civilian noninstitutional population
of the United States by age, race, and sex. These independent
estimates were.based on statistics from decennial, censuses;
statistics on births, deaths, immigration, and emigration; and
statistics on the strength of the Armed Forces. For this
report, persons in the Armed Forces living off post or with
their families on post Were alsdr, included. The estimation
procedure for the data in the report atso involved a further
adjustment so that husband and wife of a household received
the same weight.

Decennial Census of Population.. DeNnnial census data for
1970 in this report, as footnoted, are based on a 5-percent
sample. Descriptions of the samples can be found in the,.
approPriate census publications.

Reliability of the Estimates

Since the CPS estimates in this report were based on a
sample, they may differ somewhat from the figures that
would have been obtained if a complete census had been
taken using the same schedules, instructions, and enu-
merators. There are two -types of errors possible in an
estimate Lased on a sample. survey sampling and non-
sampling: The standard errors provided for this report
primarily indicate the magnitude of the sampling errors.
They also partially measure the effect of some nonsampling
errors in response and enumeration,-"but -do not measure any
systematic biases in the data. The full extent of the
nonsampling error is unknown. Consequently, particular care
should be .exercised in the interpretation of figures based on
a relatively small number of cases or:on small differences
between estimates..

.
Nonsampling Variability. Nonsampling errors can be at-
tributed to many sources, e.g., inability to obtain informa-
tion about all cases in the sample, definitional difficulties,
differences in the interpretation of questions, inability or
unwillingness to provide correct information on the. part of
respondents, inability to recall information, errors made in
collection such as in recording or coding the data, errors
made in processing the data, errors made in estimating values
fOr missing data, and failure to represent all units with the

. sample .(undercoverage). .
Undercoverage in the CPS results from missed housing

units and missed persons within sample households. Overall
undercoverage; as compared to the level of the decennial

'census, is about 5 percent. It is known that CPS under-
coverage varies with age, sex, and race. Generally, under-
coverage is larger for males than' for females and larger for
Blacks and other races than.for Whites. Ratio estimation to
independent age-sex-rase population controls, as described
previously, partially corrects for the bias due to survey
undercoverage. However, biases exist in the estimates to the
extent that missed persons in missed households or missed
persons in interviewed households have different charac-
teristics than interviewed persons in the same age-sexrace
group. Further, the independent population controls used
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have not been adjusted for undercoverage in the 1970 census,
4hich was estimated at 2.5 percent of the population, with

milar undercoverage differentials by ageo sex, and race as in
CPS.

;The approximate magOude of the two sources of
undercoverage of housing units is known. Of the 83,000,000
housing units 'in the U.S. about 600,000 new construction,
housing units other than mobile homes are not represented in
the CPS sample because they were assigned building permits
prior to January 1970, but building was not completed by
the time of'the census, (iA., April 1970). Almost all con-
ventional new construction, for which building permits
were issued after 1969, is represented. About 290,000'
occupied mobile, homes are not represented in CPS; these
units were either missed iri the census or have been built or
occupied since the census. These estimates or missed units
are relevant to the present sample only and not to earlier
designs where the extent of undercoverage was generally less.
The extent of other sources of undercoverage of housing
units is unknown but believed to be small.

Sampling Variability. The standard errors given in the fol-
lowing tables are primarily measures of sampling variability,
that is, of the variations that occurred by chance because a
sample rather than the entire population was surveyed. The
chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from the
survey differs from a complete census figure by less than
the standard error. The, chances are about 90 out of 100
that this difference would be less than 1.6 times the standard
error and about 95 out of 100 that the difference would be
Tess than twice the standard error.

All the statements of comparison appearing in the text are
significant at a 1.6 standard error level or better, and most
are significant at a level of more than 2.0 standard errors.
This means that for most differences cited in the text, the
estimated difference is greater than twice the standard error
of the difference. Statements of comparison qualified in
some way (e.g., by use kf the phrase, "some evidence") have
a level of significance between 1.6 and 2.0 standard errors.

Comparability With Other Data. Caution should be used
in comparing estimates from 1977, when the expanded
sample was used, to those from 1976 and earlier years. Some
relatively large differenCes in estimates of population in
metropolitan and nonmetropolitan areas have been observed
between the 461 and 614 area samples. These differences
reflect a relatively large increase in variance on those esti-
mates and do not represent actual changes in the population.

Note When Using Small Estimates. Summary measures
(such as averages and percent distributions) are shown in the
report only when the base of the measure is 75,000 or
greater.. Because of the large standard errors involved, there is
little chance that summary measures would reveal useful
information when computed on a smaller base. Estimated
numbers are shown', however, even though the relative
standA errors of these numbers are.larger than those for
corresponding percentages. These smaller estimates are pro-
vided prirriarily to permit such combinations of the cate-
gories as serve each user's
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Standard Errors for Data Based ,on the Decennial Census.
Sampling errors on all data from the 5-percent sample of the
1970 decennial census shown in this report are small enough
to be disregarded., However, the standard errors may be
found in the appropriate census volumes.

.
-

Standard Error Tables and Their Use. In order to derive
standard errors that would be applicable to a large number of
estimates and could be prepared at, a moderate cost, a
number of approximations were required. Therefore, instead
Of providing an individual standard error for each estimate,
general ized sets of standard errors are provided for various
types of characteristics. As a result, the sets of standard
errors provided give an indication of the order of magnitude
of the standard error of an estimate rather than the precise
standard error.

The figures, in tables A-1 and A-2 provide approximations
to standard errors of estimated -numbers and estimated
percentages. Standard errors for intermediate values not
shown in the generalized tables of standard. errors may be
approximated by linear interpolation. Estimated standard
errors for specific characteristics cannot be obtained from
tables A-1 or A-2 without the use of factors in table A-3.
These factors must be applied to the genbralized standard
errors in order to adjust for the combined effect of sample
design and estimating procedure on the value of the
characteristic.

Two parameters (denoted "a" and "b") are used to cal-
culate standard errors for each type of characteristics,;,they
are presented in table A-4. These parameters were' used
to calculate the standard errors in tables A-1 and A2 and to
calculate the factors in table A-3. They also may be used to
directly calculate the standard errors for estimated numbers
and percentages. Methods for direct computation are given in
the following sections.

/S.

Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers. The approximate
standard error, ax, of an estimated number shown in this
report can be obtained in two ways. It may be tained by
use of the formula

ax = fa (1)

where f is the appropriate factor from table A-3, and a is the
standard error on the estimate obtained by interpolation
from table A-1. Alternatively, standard errors may be ap-
proximated by formula (2) from which the=standarcleOrs
were calculated in table A-1. Use of this formula will provide
more accurate results than the use of formula (1) above.

(2)

Here x is the size of the- estimate and a and b are the para-
meters in table A-4 associated with the particular t4pe of
characteristic.

Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages. The reliability
of an estimated percentage, .computed using sample data for
both numerator and denominator, depends upon both the
size of the percentage and the size of the total upon which

the percentage is based. Estimated percentages are relatively
more reliable than the...corresponding estimates of the
numerators of the percentages, particularly if the percentages
are 50 percenv or more. When the numerator and denomi-
nator of the percentage are in different categories, use the
factor or .parameters from table A-3 or A-4 indicated by the
numerator. The approximate standard error, a (x,p)' of an
estimated 'percentage can be obtained by use of the formula

°(x,p) = fa (3)

In this formula f is the appropriate factor 'from table A3,
nd a is the 'standard error on the estimate frpm table A-2.

Alternatively, standard/ er_reirs may be approximated by
formula (4), from which 'standard errors in table A-2 were
calculated; direct_computa 'on will give more accurate results/
than use of the standard err

),
r tables and the factors.

a(x,p)=.4x p (100 p) 14)

.
Here x is the size of the iub:cvlass'crf persbns or famines *0
is the base of the percentage, p is the percentage
(0 < p < 100), and b is the parameter in table A-4 associ-
ated with the particular type of characteristic in the nu-
inerator of the percentage.

Standard Error 9,f a Difference. For a difference between
two sample estimates, the standard error is approximately
equal to

2 + 02
°(x -y) (Ix

Y.

'(5)

where ax and ay are the standard errors of the estimates x
and y; the estimates can be of numbers, percents, ratios, etc.
This will represent the actual standard errors quite accurately
for the difference between two estimates of the same
characteristic in two different areas, or for the difference
between separate and uncorrelated characteristics in the same
area. If, however, there is a high positive correlation between
the two characteristics,' the formula will overestimate the
true standard error.

Standard Er'ror of a Ratio. Certain mean values for persons
in families shown in the' tables of this report were calculated
as the ratio of two numbers. For example, the mean number
of persons per family is calculated as

x total number of persons in families
y total number of families

Standard errors for these means may be approximated as
shown below. There are, two cases to consider. In either case,
the denominator y represents a count of families of a certain
class, and the numerator x represents a count of persons with
the characteristic under consideration who are members of
these families.



Case 1: There is at least one person having the charac.
teristic in every family of the class: as for ex:
ample, the mean number of persons per family.
For ratios of this kind,, the standard error is
approximated by the following formula:.

Aa 2

\ICY y- Y ) 2P Ma.(37-G

(6)

The standard error of the estimated number of
families, ay, and the standard error of the
estimated number of persons with the charac-
teristics in those families, ex, may be calculated
by 010-methods described above.' In formula-(6),
p represents the correlation coefficient between
the numerator and the dentkinator of the
estimate. In the above examples, and for other
ratios of this kind, use 0.7 as an estimate cot p-

Case 2: The number of persons hiving the characteristic
in a given family may be 0, 1, 2, 3, or more: for
example, the mean number of persons under 18
years of age. For ratio of this kind the standard
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-,error is approximated. by formula ,(6) but p is
assumed to be zero. If p is actually positive, then
this procedure will provide an overestimate of
the standard error of the ratio:

Standard Erior of a Median. The sampling variability bf an
estimated median depends upon'telorm of the distribution
as well is the size of its base. An approximated method for
measuring zthe reliability of a median is to determine an
interval 'about the estimated median, such that there is a
stated degree, of confidence that the median. based on a
complete census lies within the interval. The, following
procedure. may be used to estimate the 68-percent con-
fidence limits of a median based on sample data.

1. Determine, using the standard error tables and factOrs
or formula (4), the standard error of the estimate of
50 percent from the distribution.

2. Add to and subtract from 50 percent the standard
error deteimined in step 41).

3. Using th6 distribution of the characteristic', calculate
the confidence interval corresponding to the two

jopoints established in step (2).
A At-percent confidence interval may be determined by
finiiirig the values. corresponding to 50 percent plus and
minus twice the standard error determined in step (1).

4
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TAB LE A,1.
Standard. Errorsluf Estimated Numbers

(68 chancei out of 100. Numbers in thousands).

Size f estimate Standard error Size of estimate ,- Standard ror

,

25
50
100
250
500
1,000
2,500,

,

10
15

21.
33
46
65
103

_

5,000
10,000

.

15,000

25,000

50,00
100,000

.
t

,,

-

.

144
201

243

306
403
475

*

Not :
Fora particUlar characteristic, see table A-3 for the appropriate lactor to apply tom

the ab ve standard errors.

TAB LiE 0
Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages

Base'of estimated
percentage (thousands)

c5
'100

250 ..

500
1,000
2,500
5,000
10,000
15,000
25,000
50,000
1001,000

(68 chances out of 100) c

Estimated percentage

5111

i or 99 2 or 98 5 or 95 10 or 90 25 or 75

2.4 3.3 5.2 7.1 10.3

2.0 2.9 4.5 6.2 8.9

1.3 1.8 2.8 3.9 5.6

0.9 1.3 2.0 2.8 4.0 4.6

0.6 0.9 1.4 2.0 2.8 3.3

0.4 0.6 0.9 1.2 1.8 2.1

0.3 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.2 1.5

0.2 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.0

0.2 0.2 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.8

0.13 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.7

0.09 0.13 0.3 0.3 0.4
0.06 0.09 0.14 0.2 0.3 03 '

Note: Fora particular characteristic,
-the above standard errors.

see table A -3 for the appropriate factor to apply to
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t
. TABLE A-3.
Fact to be Applied to Generalized Standard Errors in.Tabies A-1 and A2

(For meaning of symbols, see text)

Characteristics

CPS data collected January 1967 to present

Persons Families

Total or
White Black

Spanish
origin

Total or
White

Black
Spanish',
origin

Total United States

i 1.0 1.3 1.4' 0.6 0.5 0.6

Residence.: ,Regional or metro-
politan and nonmetropoiitan 1.0 1.3 1.4 0.7 0.8 0.8

.
Education, tenure, employment

Status, and occupation' 0 0.6 0.5 -0.6'

''For metroPolitan7nonmetropolitan data cross-tabulatld with this characteristic, multiply the
factor of interest in this row by 1.4.

TABLE A4.

"a" and "b" Parameters for Estimated Numbers and Percentages of Persons or Familjes

,(For meaning of Symbols, see text)

Characteristic
Persons Fami lies

a b

TOTAL POPULATION4

Family

Total or White
Black and other races
Spanish' origin

Residence: Regional. or metro -
.politan -nonmetropolitan

Total or White
Black and other races
Spanish

.

-0..000020
-0.000308
-0-000044

4,253
7,402

000
000

-0.000010
-0.000087
-0.000020

-0.000016
-0.000178
-0.000G39

-0.000010
-0.000087
-0.000020'

1,389-

,214 ;;
\

2,170
2,561

Education, tenure, employment
status, and occupation'.

Total or White
Black and other races
Spanish origin

-----2844

1,389
1,255'

10422

'For metropolitan-nonmetropolitan data cross-tabulated with another characteristic, multiply
that characteristic's parameters by 2.0.
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