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; Thls paper presents an overv;ew of the history of

. 3apanese in colorado. Japanese 1mmigrants first came to Colorado

between 1900 and 1910 as railroad laborers. Some became coal miners
in southern Colorado; most others became farm laborers. Although the
Japanese populatlon during this period was small, communities
developed in several locales. The largest was in Denver, and included
some small. businesses, ethnic churches, and a Japanese newspaper.

. Durlng the périod 1910-1940, the Japanese populatlon in Colorado

- encouraged their children to .become: éﬁucated and to participate in -

\‘1‘ B .'m, '5' . . -(,'
. . ) © .

‘stabilized at about 2,000, Because they were prohibited from becomlng'
naturalized citizens, the Japanese became self-sufficient within .
their own business and community organlzatlons. However, they ..

non-Japanese institutions. The: :Buddhist church and several Japanese
newspapers continued to be active in. Denver, The period 1940-1970
began with an influx of more Japanese from the "West Coast due to
white hostility there caused by the. outbreak of the war. Despite
resistance of white Coloradans to Japanese resettlement in the state, 3
the Penver community grew and many Japanese obtained more ’
professional jobs. Toward thée end of the period a third generation of
Japanese Amerlcans appeared in the population, and most of the ethnic
associations in Denver served ther second-generation Japanese instead
of their immigrant parents. .By the 1970s many Japanese had entered -
-the.middle class and wvere fairly well assimilated into the mainstreanm
culture. Denver no longer has malpr)re51dent1a1 concentratlons of

Japanese. (AV) -

e

[
***********************************************************************
*x Reproductlons supplied by EDRS are’the best that can be' made *

* from .the %rlglnq; document.- T . *
***********************************************************************

>



* -
L
Iy

“ -

r

S s 137

ERIC

Aruntoxt provided by Eic

.

-

6,-“ L

s - ) _ by

({/ : :
O Russell Endo - -
Department of Sociology
- University of Colorado
s -,Boulder, Colorado 80309

S

s
N e
z
.f ,
- .
A
¢ .
¢ .7 Vi
Yy ' u
< s -
< .
¢
1\

“
S

.

~

US. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTNH,
EDUCATION 8 WELFARE '
NATIONAL INSTITUTEOF '

EDYCATION

- .
, THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-

DUCED EXACTLY -AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN.
ATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE-

‘SENTOFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION POSITION OR PQLICY.

“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE JHIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY
X W W

M) e

TO THE EDUCATIONAL 'RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) AND ,
USERS OF THE ERIC SYSTEM.”

A

.~
[y
4
. . -
.
’
n
' s
) ~
’
.
-
- - =
[
-
e ’
- N
NN
-
-
.



s

o~ this group since the 1ate 19605.;

| -xto the Japanese in Colorado, perhaps because‘they—compr1se such a smaﬁi
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PERSISTENCE OF-ETHNICITY: THE - JAPANESE OF COLORADOl

- - t o - = y

e

A s1gn1f1cant body of scho]ar]y 11terature now ex1sts on Japanese settile-

t . B

ment 1n the United States part]y because of the resurgence of 1nterest in .

2 However, little attent1on has been g1ven V

)

proport1on of the_present.Japanese population in Ameggca.(73831 out of}
591,290 th 1970).3 This.is unforturate for several reasons. Co]orado was
an important 1ocatfon for initia] JapaneSe sett1ehent For examp]e it -ranked
?‘Vfourth in size after Hawa11, Ca11forn1a, and wash1ngton 1n~}909 JUSt after:
the peak per1od &f immigration, and it rece1ved “a good deal!o$“attent1on in
the U/§ Imm1grat1on Commission study of that year-5 The Co]orado area was
_,the easternmost point of early Japanese 1nterna1 m1grat1on which in 1tse1f
:represented a departure from the usua] east- to-west movement of immigrant |
1groups. Desp%te only a short per1od of local ant1Japane~= q1tat1on, the
distance from major West Coast Japanese commun1t1es and tnc1r small numbers,'
the Japanese of Coiorado-developed an important ethn1c community in Denver,
elements of whichrsta11 existt This paper represents a modest first attempt_\

4

to overview the entire history of Japanese-in Co]orado It-concludes'by

f

L T d1scu551ng the contemporary Denver Japanese/commun1ty and exam1n1ng the

o
4 o

pers1stence of ethn1c1ty . T )

\ / ’ : ) s ' N jt - ) .
E 1y Growth:' 1900:1910 o _ - C
arly o ) . , o 7

Large scale Japanese 1mm1grat1on to the Un1ted States occurred from 1890

-

to 1924 pr1mar11y dur1ng the period 1901 1908. Imm1grants were usua]ly ,.

“attracted for economic reasons and were mostly literate, ambitious individuals

-from ruraﬂ farming areas in southern_Japan. Large numbers went to Hawaii  .' ¢-

-
S

.



- while'otherS‘migrated to California and eventuale-throughout the West.
Japanese wer’e often f1rst employed as unskx]led workers and Iater moved 1nto.
N‘; a var1ety of °ccupat1ons 1nc1ud1ng farm1ng, f1sh1ng, and small bus1ness owner-
"rsh1p Early nl‘lgrants were pr1mar11y young, s1ng]e men a]though a 1ater o
v1nf1ux of women 1ead to the format1on of- fam111es "After years of anti-

"

R dapanese h05t1]1ty, eSPEC1a11y 1n Ca11forn1a, 1mm1grat1on was curta11ed |
| through the ]924 Nat1ona1 0r1g1ns Act.. Because th1s period of 1mm1grat1o-
was br1ef, the m1grants compr1sed a reTat1ve1y age- homogeneous cohort and
‘came’ to be known as the liéél Their ch11dren born most]y between the two ’
| 5Wor1d wars, became the’ second generat1on or Nisei,. and ‘the postwar oFfspr1ng .iﬁf%é»
of the Nisei, are the Sanse1 In Japanese commun1t1es these generat1ona1 | ;%%&
names are a550c1axed w1th character1st1c va1ues behaviors, and past ex-
;p¢r1ences.6 . o
A At the turp of the Century, Colorado waé recovering from the paniehof
1893 and fhe'repeal of the Sherman Si]ver'Porchase Act which had caused a
decline in hining and general ‘business actirity  The recovery was a1ded by
gold producg1°h from mines at CF}pple Creek and by the deve]opment of
agr1cu]ture Wh1¢h itself was helped by new.: dry 1and farm1ng tecthques and
various Federal reclamation, 1rr1gat1on, and conservat1on prOJects FKW1th
. . th1s econmeC r‘ecovel”)/, "the state was exper1enc1ng a need for unsk111ed
.. 1abor. e o ' '
"The Isse1 were preceeded.1n Colorado by another Asian group, the
VCh1nese who first” aDPeared dur1ng the 18705 to work the mznes around _
Neder]and, Central-City, and LeadvilTe. Strong_@nt1Ch1nese agitation deVe]-_
.oped'thag_cu1m1nated in a series of riotsJingluding\one inlDenver in 1880 |

which destroyéd the small-Chinatown. The Chinese gradually left the state-

¢
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creatifg a further need for unskilled 1abor. 8
»lThe first Japanese arrival in Colorado may haye been Tadaatsd Matsudaira.9

He Teft Japan in 1872, eayned an engineering dégrée from Rdtgers, came to
wColorado in 1879 to workffor:the Union Pacifjc Railroad; and was appointed

assistant to Colorado's chief inspeg;or of mines in 1886. Matsudaira died

in 1888 and was buried in Denver's Riverside Cemetary where;a monument in
 his memory’Waskereéted in 1952. Matsudéfra did not have,many.Isséi cdntem-
poraries. The 1é§0'Ceqsus chhted only 10 Japanese in the stafe, and the
1900 Census reported 48. Hdwéver-many IsSei entered during the next decade
' pushing the 1910\Cen$us up to 2,30b.‘*These early census reports may have
been inaccurate because of the transience of the Japanese population. For
- example, the 7309 ImmigratiSn Commfgsion study estiﬁgtéd the population to
be'cioser to 6,000. . |
Many Issei migrated as railroad 1aboreés, and.éome came east to Colorado
, in this manner. Through the railroads, others entered coal mining and ended
up in the fields of sduthern Colorado. " With the expansion of agriculture,
‘Issei became or were prought in as farm laborers; 6ver timé many became
independent farmérsl Japanese businesses grew up in Denver and a few other.
towns to provide needed goods and éerviées; these became the core of new
e;hnic communities. éach of these areas will be described in more detail -
bg]ow; |
‘ By the early 1900s, most of the main rail Tines in Colorado had. been
tomp]eted; Issei Qere brought in as .maintenance-workers, to construct branch .
lines, and to work on one major project,'the 1ine over the Continental Divide

to Steamboat Springs and Craig. Over one hundred Japanese were brought to

the state 15\1904 to work on_the latter projeét.1 The total number of Issei
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"ra11road workers was never very large; in 1909 the1n numbers were é%timated‘
to be’400 However railroad companles 11ked to use Isse1 Tabor. qhe'IsseiJ
had a reputat1on for hard work and were paiq less than.anyone else’except
the Chinese. In 1909 the five'ﬁaﬁer rai]réad cbmpanies'in'the~state paid

Japanese section hands between $1.35, and $1 45 per day. Gang']aborers were

- given $T.45 to $1.50,° and foremen rece1ved $60 00 to $70 00 per month. Issei "

were also attractive because they were easy :to secure. They were obta1nedv
through Japanese contractors who prOVﬁded men and Tnterpreters in return for
various fees and the r1ght to se]l supp11es to the men.. Four cont:actors |
supplied most of the Issei ra11road 1abor in Co]orado, 1nc1ud1ng the
Shinsaburo Bahipompany, a large emp]oyment f1rm based ;n,Port1and wh1ch
opened a Denver branch in 1906. After 1910 almost all the Isse1 1eft the .
railroads for farming or other occupat1ons - -.

Isse1 involvement in Colorado m1n1ng was’ 11m1ted to coal fjelds in
southern Colorado where 1arge operators were.strong and organized labor was
weak. The hestern Fe@eration of Miners kept Japanese out-of metal*mihind

statewide, and the United Mine Workers prevented them from-working in the

northern coal fields. Issei were brought in primarily .from Wyoming to‘worh

coal mines—around Florence, ﬁa]senburg, and Trinidad. The first contingent -

arrived in Florence in 1902_and was greeted<by a miner boycott.” During the |
major 1903-1904 labor strife in this region, Japanese and Mex%cans were used
as strikebreakers. Hostility toward the Isseivwas intense.. Though'their

numbers may have once reached over 1,000, only 300 Issei were estﬁmatea to -

be in coal mining by 1909. . ;

Issei were briefly part of Colorado's metal sme]ttpgfﬁndustry on two"

occassions. Some alse worked at .the Colorado Fuel and -Iron steeT mill in

W
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Puebio b“ginning in 19b4. By 1907 500 were employed there earn1ng from
$1.90 to $2.50 a day, but. by 1909 the number had gone down to 200

Agr1cu1ture was the main- econom1c endeavor of the ear]y Isse1 By 1909’
- the Imm1grat1on Commission estimated that there were 3, 000 Japdnese in the

fields most of whom, were. workang on sugar beet farms north and east of Denver-

) in, Adams, Weld, Morgan, Logan and.Sedgwick Counties. The Commission estimated
\ .

'\ .
W

that two-thirds of the Issei in agriculture were working'1n this northern

4

s region and that statewide, Issei made‘up one-sixth of the labor forte workmng

'

’,

" With sugar beet% the rema1nder be1ng pr1mar11y German Russians and,Mexicans,
/

Most Isse1 began as laborers working for Japanese contractors but eventually

some became 1ndependent farmers f1rst through tenancy and lease arrangements, .

and later through outright- 1and ownersh1p By 1909, 1ndependent Issei =)

N

farmers were werking 14,000 acres in northern Go]orado
J

Start1ng in ]902 Issei began work1ng'along the Arkansas River in the

14

southeast Co]orado counties of Otero Bent, and Prowers. Some came from the

“.Q

coa] anes orthestee] mill in Pueb]o Many of these IsseJ//Ventually

‘became 1ndependent farmers and raised canta]oupes, a1fa1fa,}and sugar - beets.

Through their efforts over the years, Co]orado cantaloupes became widely.

known as Rocky Ford melons. A few Issei also went to western Colorado_around
[

BN

" Grand Junction_and‘Delta. However white hostility kept the Japanese ‘away

and fn 1909 there were only 25 in thfs region working in sugar beet. fields.

_ ~ Japanese were attracted'to agriculture for 2 variety of reasons. . Farm -

* labor and farming paid better than _most, other avaij]able work * Also, many

~
/

' Isse1 had come from farm backgrounds in Japan. Farm1ng was one way, of get-

t1ng ahead through 1nd1v1dua1 1n1t1at1ve, 1t requ1red 1ess 1n1t1a1 capltal

]

than Bﬁ%y other bus1nesses ~and it allowed Issey/some-measure of control over

4 ”

7
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their lives F1na11y, Co]orado un|1ke many Western states, had no prohibi--

t1ons aga1nst Japanese ownership or leasing of 1and. In several farming

»

\
towns, organ zatmons sprang up to ass1st Issei farmers and also to regu]ate

L

the}r compet1t1ve act1v1t1es These -in¢luded the Japanese Assoc1at1on of -

T Br1ghton, Lupton and PTatteville, the Br1ghton Japanese Agrlcultural Assoc1a-

tion, and the Northern Co]orado Contractors Un1on of Gree]ey 10

o4
Japanese'commun1t1es deve]opedLJn several 1oca1es. The 1argest of these

.was‘in-Denver centered first around B]ake andiMarket Streets and later moving

x < $

. to Lar1mer Street In 1903 this. é%mmun1ty had. oniy four Japanese bus1nesses

but by 1909 the num;er had grown to 67 and included boarding houses, supply
3

outfits, employment agenc1es, dry goods and grocery stores, and restaurants.

Issei res1dents frequently lived aboJe or behind these estab11shments Most

bus1nesses were de51gned to serve the ‘needs of rura] farm workers as well as

" the 1oca1 residents One thwfd were patron1zed on1y by Issei, and the others

had pr1mar11y Japanese customers

Except for the supply outf1ts and board1ng houses, the DenVer businesses
did on1y a small volume of busmness and 1red few emp]oyees However they

served - the needs of the 1oca1 iIssei and, 11ke independent farming, offered

the chance for 1nd1v1dua1 entrep enuersh1p Numerous organ1zao1ons were

'_estab11shed to promote or protect business interests or to‘rﬁgu]ate compet1-

t1on\\‘Examp1es include the Japanese Assocmataon of Colorado, the Japanese

Business Men's Assocwat1on, the Japanese Restaurant Keepers Assoc1at1on,

and the® Japanese Boarding and Lofg1ng Hohse Keepers Assoc1at1on.

~

Several nonbusiness organizations weri abso started A Japanese'

Method1st church was begun in 1987 and/was tol]owed in 1916 by-a Buddh1st
N £
Church. Two prefectura] soc1et1es, the Fukush1ma Ken31nka1 and ,the Fukuoka‘

A Z ‘

-
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“Kenjinkai, organized and provided social, recreatiéna], and welfare services;]l
Nonbusiness Qroups were slow to proliferate because the community was oriented A\
around the needs of farm workers in outlying areas., offeying supplies and
services-énd also places to fgdge and eat in the offseason. The 1910 Census

______ record?d 585 Japanese in Denver but there were probably three times as many

Issei in town during agricultural offseasons. th until the 1950 Census did

% Denver have a permanent resident population that included a:majority of the - .

T

Japanese in the state; until the 1950 Census, the Denver Japanese population
was 'smaller than even that éf.rural Weld County;- :

| In the early years, nonbuginess groups were algb S%OW'to-deveTop becaua: '
of the.re]ative absence of families. Fdr in§tance, of the 226 japanése in

Denver recorded by the Immigration Commission,in 1909, there were only 24
married women and 13 Nisei children. As might be expected, businessmen and

labor contractors dominated community life. - One prominent example was Naoichi’
. _ Y X -
HokpsanQ} a contractor who finst came to Colorado in 1898, entered the con-

-

. 1 . 4 .
tracting business in 1903, and supplied labor for farﬁs, mines, and numerous.
majqf construction projects, among them, the Trail Ridge Roed over Mﬁ]ngr

Pass in the Rockies. Hokosano waENQresident of the Japanese Business Mep's
Association, helped start the Buddhist Church, and founded the Denver -

Sﬁimg » @ Japanése newspaper;'_In‘J§77 a stainednglass window depicting

Hokosano was dedicated in the State Capitol building to honor his contribu-
: ’ » . .
. tions.

s

Duripg the 1900-1910 periqgfthere‘has a short but intense flurry of

-

organizea antidapanese agitation. In 1901 the Rocky Mountain Néws %f Denver
' >

bédan rdnning antidapanese sggries and editorigfs. The Issei were pictured

/
1.

as & menace to_labor and white se]f;preservétion that would innundate the

»
!
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state unless banned. The Cooks and Waiters Union boycotted supp]1ers that
dea]t w1th a Japanese-owned restaurant and the Reta11 C]erks Union p1cketed
Japanese dry goods establishments. Upset at the use of Issei strikebreakers
1n“the southern coa] fields, the state 1eg1s]ature passed an ant1Japanese
reso}ut1on in 1902. The Denver Post joined the News in. runn1ng ant1Japanese
materials and 1n 1905 the Denver Trades and Labor Assembly advocated the
exc]uszon of Issei labprers In 1908 a Japanese~and Korean Exc]us1on League
was organ1zed largely by members of *he Colorado Stat® Federation of Labor.
Some of these actions were st1mu1ated by the growing ant1Japanese movemeht
in Ca11forn1a. Some may also have been motivated by the desire of emerging.- [’
1abor groups to gaingreater v1s1b1]1ty and influence. Several organizations.
such as the Denver Chamber of Commerce d1d come out in support of the Issej.
Japanese community groups also responded to these attacks. Eventua]]y the

overt ant1Japanese sentiment died down, possvb]y because of the sma]] numbers

of Isse1 in the state This was fortunate as a large, well organized move-_~

ment m1ght have driven the Issei back to the West Coast 11ke the Chinese P

-

before them.

. ‘
}Stab11iat1on' 1910-1940

- E

The period from 1910 to 1940°'was one of small popu]at1on changes. From

S [t

2,300 in the ”off1c1a]" 1910 Census the Japanese population grew to 2,464

-«
and 3,213 respect1ve1y in 1920 and 1930 and then shrank to 2,734 in 1940

Net popu]at1on losses were caused by migrations back to California or to

po1nts further east such as Chi¢dgo. Dur1ng this per1od the Japanese
commun1ty in Denver a]so dec]1ned from 585 in- 1910 to 324 in 1940 ]2
The personal lives of the Issei during this period were or1ented around

work and fam1]y 11Je Many saved money .to buy land or to go into bus1ness, .

-
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and-a few became very succeseful, such as Fusakichi Takamine who built.up a

.major~botato'who]esaling business. Business activity, which had reached a

‘peak by 1910 remained at a fa1r1y high 1eve1 unt11 the Depress1on In

Denver\ soc1a1 act1v1t1es revo]ved around the business groups, the churches,
M
and the kenjinkai. Housing was gerierally modest but adequate. Though many
- . . - l. & ‘/ . .

" Issei could read some Englishy most subscribed to Japanese newspapers. Ih&re ‘

was 1itt1e;Issei interest in city ur state affair\ particularly.politics,
since Japeﬁese aliens were prohibited from becoming naturalized citizens.
The Issei felt relatfvely”secure withih the community. Fami]iar values,
1ahguage - other cu1tura1 patterns were part of the environment. Business- .
es and community organizations made the Issei somewhat self-sufficient and
proVided'e1ternatives for activities and experiences denied elsewhere such

as the attaipment of leadership roles. The extent.of white prejudicé and
discrimination is hard to determfne but éo]oraQo»appeareg to provide a more
_benign racialkflimate for the Japanese when compared to states.along the_

Pacific Coast; During the i$:2-13sU peridd, most of the Nisei were born.

- Aspirations for this generation were very high ”The Nisei were encouraged

“to get as. much education as poss ible and to part1c1pate in nondapanese
1nst1tut1ons 13 K ' F ..

The development of “1e Denver'community can be characterized by examin-
ing two of jts more prominen* features. The Buddhist Church, founded in 1916,
moved in 1917 and. again in 1925 to the Market Street 1ocat1on of a former
house of ill-repute once run :yﬁthe 1nfampus MattlefS11k. The church remained
there until 1947 when a new.building wfs constructed at its present site’on
Lawrence at a cost of.$150,000. Church membership in 1917 was estimated %o

be 850 though it fluctuated over the yearg,and was much less by 1940.

.
- 4
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" Neverthe'ess the church'f1ourished It organized numerous youth‘groupé and

aux111ar1es, hosted conferences, supported a variety of community soc1a1 and

cu]tura] act1v1t1es, and created over a dozen’ maJor branch churches in
14

¢

sma]]er C1t1es and towns The Denver community also supported a number of

.

'vernacular newspapers. The first was the Denver Shimpo, begun in 1908, which

‘becamé thé Santo Jiji in 1915 and the Colorado Times (or Kakushu Jﬁj1)<jn

)

1918 after merger with another paper, the Colorado Shimbun. The Times

greatly expanded its circulation over time and conti®ued publication until

~

“the late 1960s. One other paper, the_ Rocky Shimpo, appeared from 1932 to

19511 - °

Most of the gutlying agricultural areas farmed by the Issei grew in

popu]at1on untiT 1930 apd then decreased in size to 1940. One region that

_exper1enced s1gn1f1cant growth dur1ng the 1920s was the San Lu1s Valley in

south-centra] Colorado. From 1924 on, 1arge'numbers:of Japanese came to the

Valley from California and other parts of Colorado primarily through the -

<

recruitment efforts of Vé?dey land companies anxious to sell real, estate.

By 1930 there.were 235 Japanese in the area, most of whom were growing

-

vegetables. In 1923, only 600 acres in.the'entire Valley were under vegetable

cultivation; by 1925 the Japanese alone were working 4}000 ac:res.]3

o
P
-]

Rebirth: 1940-1970

The Japanese population of Colorado m1ght have dg;nd]ed even more after

1940 had it not been for the wartime influx of Fssei and Nisei from the

L.

Pac1f1c_£oast - Nearly 2 000 came as vo]untary migrants who were encouraged

by authorities to move inland ear1y in 1942. 7 JAnother 8,000 were forc1b1y

removed from their central and southern Ca11forn1a homes later that year and

’

brought to an’internment;center at Granada.in_southeast Colorado. The

12 .
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" Granada center, named Amache was one -of ten concentrat1on camps into wh1ch~
110 000 Americans of Japanese ancestry were p]aced 18, ) U

By 1945 the. Japanese popu1atﬁbn had grown to 11 700 with approx1mate1y

5, 000 peop]e in Denver and the., rest in- ruraI areas. ]9‘ After 1945 most of
o
these recent arr1vals went back to dgl#*orn1a,20 but enbugh rema1ned to give

the state a Japanese popu]at1on of 5 412 ﬁ§.1950 and Denver one of 2,578 .
2]\, /\/

(3 548 in the metropohtan%rea Ihe return to Cafn’orma cont1nuea

during the 19505 but was offset»by the westward movement of N1se1 and Sanse1,.
;a m1grat1on that ‘continues today. »The 1960 Census. recorded 6 ,846 Japanese

in Colorado and 3,049 in Denver (4, 712 in the metropo11tan area), wh11e
\4

the 1970 Census showed 7,831 and 2,676 (5, 491 in the metropo]1tan area)

23

respect1ve1y. The years SJnce 1940 have been marked by “the upward

mobi]ity'of the'N1se1 and the.emergence of the Sansei generat1on. However

"a number of things character1ze this perlod
ol

Just after the outbreak of the war, ‘%é Japanese. in Colorado dec]ared

‘their 1oyalty to the United States, though some were resentfu] of past dis-

{
cr1m1nat1on.24 During the war, the Colorado Japanese were able to pursue

their 1ivelihoods' even as others from Ca11fornia,were interned_at Amache.‘
A]thoughorelations'between whites and Japanese had been relatively good-prior _
to 1941, overt antiJapanese'sentﬁment reemerged Early in 1942 as p1ans were )
being made to move west Coast Japanese 1n1and white Coloradans reacted .
negat1ve1y to.Japanese resett]eggnt in th1s state. Among the opponents.were
farm and 1aborgorgan1zatrons,‘c1v1c and nativist groups, city councils, |
prominent Denver officials, and U.S. Senator Edwin_Johnson. Among Ehose who
'spoke out against‘injustices'to Japanese Americans and welcomed’their‘ h

< - relocation to Colorado was Governor Ralph Carru




“incTuding 755 voluntary migrants'.and 15158 from internment centers,2® but

husjnessee in the Larimer distr{ct increased from 46 55“1940 to 258 in 1946.

“the 1950'Denver Japanese population was eight times its prewar size. "

. will be given for Denver only and have been drawn. from a 1951 study by Ikuchi

{and 1960 and 1970 Census-mater1a1 on the Denver metropolitan area;

12

A

AntaJapanese fee11ng cont1nued throughout the war years. In particuiar,

the Denver Post carr1ed on a yicious campaign aga1nst.the Amache 1nternees

and other Japanese Hostility f1na11y led to a 1944 attempt by the Co]orado

legislature to pass a const1tut1ona1 amendment prohibiting Japanese a11en5*

., from owning 1and Th1s measure was passed/by the Co]orado House (48 to 15)

but .narrowly defeated by the Senate (12 to 15) The°amendment S supporters
then succeeded in p]ac1ng a similar measure on the November general e1ect1on
ballot but were.aga1n turned back (by 48 to 52% of the votes cast). The

Japanese didahave-supporters besides Governor Carr. The Rocky Mountain News

pr1nted many favorab]e ed1tor1als, and various businesses, profess1ona1

'-groups, and churches lent pub11c~support and. he]ped re]ocatees find jobs and

-

hou51ng 25 \ o o X .

Buring the war, the Japanese commun1ty 1n Denver swe]]ed 1n size.: ﬁ

+*

_1944zstudy by the Denver Bureau of Public Welfare counted 2,310 Japanese;

~

the population reached.a peak of 5,000 in'1945.27' The number of Japanese . ™

28 -

~

L4

This.business concentration along Larimer partly resulted from official

 pressures.to keep the_Japanese'from locating“elsewhere in the city. ‘After

the war, many relocatees returned to California but enough stayed so, that -
2 . . : %
,_«'z ,

A p1cture of changes 1n the Japanese’ popu]at1on through the 19505 and

19605,can be gotten through a compar1son of some demographic data. F1gures
29

\

30

unfortunately-there are information gaps in these sources.. The Japanese

»
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] g;population in fhe city of Déhver jncﬁgagég sﬁightf§,ﬁj;ih§ihﬁe-19§ﬁs‘and thbﬁ_:-
' ; = A oLt e LT . o .

decrgaéed'{n the 1960s. HOWevefltthu§Houf;%h{§f5§rﬁod; major gr9wth was 7
ZQCC&fY%qé in suburban @feas;‘b¥51970’m5”5.tP321hqj% of the'metrOPOIifan o
Denver Ja'Panesepbpu]at‘ion .-w.;s"'lﬁvfng‘jr‘_l.{"“th'e%fg"i_ﬁ counties adja‘ce‘.nt" t.o. the

éity of Denver. . ! ) . . B \f:(:‘ “ : ' fé} , B

. K . - . : : ’f‘k o « 7‘.“_ . f ‘ .
. By _the 1950sdand 1960s significant upward social” mobility had occurred;

primarily for fhe Nisei. For examp]q,_éigﬁ; péécéﬁﬁgﬁfftﬁeﬂdapéhese were in -

AT
MR

. grofessional occupations “in 1951, and 13 ﬁértéq§’1n51?§0,(1é percent for

- - R T . 2
males only). Thirty-five percent of the Japanese“had white collar jobs in
1951 and 44 percent in 1960v(393péréent foﬁkmalésg%%;y}:while the perceniage'

.- ) L . o ‘\ "\\_ &I&,’z -8, A . ) i ’
of laborers was 13 and nine percent (12 percent for males Qnﬁy) respectively.

- .

In 1960, Jabanése in Denver_wefé mainly in the‘fo]]byﬁﬁ%qpttupational areas:
. . » . . R . i ST e

- S

wholesale and retail trade, professional serwiégs, aériiu1£ure, personak
o . . . :'J\-’WA- L Lt )
= . services, and the manufacture of nondurable goods. . In 195, Ikuchi found

: . . R
204 Japanese who owned their own businesses. More recent data.is not
v . '_‘\\1\“.'*‘ « !

available, but thé relative percentage bf.Japépgse:who“gpe,séffj%mp]oyed

- & (apart from independent Brofeséfona1s) has probébﬁj’aéﬁ}iﬁéd{;\dnefcnude | ; :
indicator of this has been éhé graddal disappearance-Ofwﬁné}T:ﬁap%neéé-. |
pwned businesses‘from the Larimer Street area; by.]éﬁs éhefe we}e éﬁiy‘a

" handful of such businesses and gg/gapanegq;fSh%gies in the immeﬁfa;é“:ﬁi’ﬁffg’,._

v1’,c£i.r.n't,y.3].~ in 1960, the Japanese fn Denver had a median of 12:2fyeér§}of I -
education; in 1970, ;ZXpércénE‘Were reﬁorted to have at least 12 years of o
schooliﬁg; the upemp]dymént rate amoné mgles énd‘females Was 3;0:ap& 2.7
_percent-reSpgc;stjvely'-—i.rj)1960,'and 2.1 and 2A.0';per.'cent in 1910*1’Med1an | |
e . incomes for ma]éﬁ'éqg females in 1960 weré;$4;]89 and $1,750 ?g%bégtiVeTy, 7
- while in 1970, 62 be?cent\of the families earned more fhan $10,000 (fﬁe' .Af~
. ‘ , | . e : o o
B
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) ) ,? , . B . Y
national median) In 1970 on]y six percent of the Japanese were classified .
as be1ng in poverty, and ten percent of a11 househe]ds were fema1e~headed
(most]y among the e1der1y) .- /

. In terms of other sbc1a1 character1st1cs the Denver Japanese popu]at1on )

-—

is . a1most even]y d1v1ded between ma]es and females (50 4% and 49. 6% respec-

tively in 1960). The number of Isse1 has become very small (8 3% of the 3\\;:

.

Japapese were over age 65 in 19,70) a1though the Nisei are now beg1nm ng to enter

-

the ' over 65" category in large numbers The postwar per1od has seen the

birth of the Sanse1, and the1r presence is 1nd1cated in census data For

Jnstance, in 1Q§0 39 percent'of the Denver Japanese population was under 20

years of age; in'1970,~31 percent was under 18. Finally, the 1960 Census
gives some idea of the egtent of Japanese'residentja1~mobiTTty,“Eifty-five
percent of the’dapanese then 1iving in the Denver area.had moved‘since 1955.
Most of those people had moved between homes within the Denver area w1th the;
1argest number probab]y mov1ng outward into the suburbs. A’sma]]er per-

Y
centage of- those who had moved s1nce 1955 came into Denver from outside the

" state (probably from the Pacific Coast) or from other (possibly more rural)

~
>

counties in Colorado. These migraﬁis from outside the state and elsewhere -

im Colorado, especially the former, are responsible for;mOSt of the recent

3

growth of the Denver area Japanese population.

Ikuchi dﬁunted 34 Japanese groups and, associatdbns in Denver in 1952. 32
The more prom1nent ones were rellg1ous youth ongan1zat1ons and political/

serv1ce groups such as the Japanese American C1tgzen League (JACL) Most ~

were de51gned to serVe the needs of the Niset rather than the Issel, and

<

many were all- Japanese versions .of groups that ex1st throughout Amer1can

-

society .such as church youth groups, Boy'and Girl Scput troops, an Amerjcan

- ~ . ~
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Legion Post;ﬁa'gardeners c1ub a golf association a bowliné léague, ~and .

fraternal‘orders. Most of these are now defunct while others have: dec11ned

-,l_,;

IR '
in size and in the scope of their act1v1t1es For,example the JACL grew in

-

_1mportance afters1945 as a c1v1c organ1zat10n. It had over 600 members 1n—'

33

1952 but‘current]y has on1y one—tenth that many. Even the Method1st and

N
. Buddh1st churches which remain the ‘most active commun1ty 1nst1tut1ons today,

‘1ost membersh1p during the 19505 The Denver community 1s st111 served\by

Jone Japanese newspaper “the Rocky Mountain J1ho which began operat1on«1n

'1960 as the Roch,Mounta1n Jourli_

. The 1nd1u1dua1 stories of Japanese fami]ies wou]dicomplete the5postwar
-picture'but Space doesn't allow even a brief description Some Nisei rose
to proﬁTnence w1th1n their occupat1ons (espec1a1]y farm1ng) or w1th1n the
genera] Denver and Colorado .community. Three‘examples w111 111ustrate th1s
point., B111 Hosokawa; an important local and nat1ona1 JACL Teader an

author, is present]y ed1tor of the Denver!lﬁst ed1tor1a1 page ¢M1noru Yasu1,

a lawyer and former editor of the Colorado Times arid active JACL leader, is
“executive diréctor of Denver's Commission on Community Relations. Seiji

Horiuchi, past national vicé‘president of the U.S. _Chamber of tommerce, -
Is

~, served 1n the Co]orado House from.1962-1964 and was the first Nisei- onl the

|

2

mainland to be elected to a state 1eg1s]ature -

.' Te
s

Pers1stence of Ethnicity: The 1970s R

15

Even casual observations of the present Japanese in Co]orado would Iead .

one to'believe that they are on their way to tota] aSS1m1lat1on. Most haye
. achievedaa comfortable middie class 1ifesty1e ‘A large maJor1ty 11ve in

the Denver area, but there are no major residential concentrat1ons of

o

-

Japanese * Most are Amer1can born Nisei or Sanse1 and all are descendants of

"

|-
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. an 1nnngrant group -that first came t> th1s country over seven decades ago.
Thongh no data are ava1lab1e the rate of 1nterrat1a1 marr1age among young
qapanese is probab1y we11 over ftftj’percent Unlike many Chinese comhunities,

. the- Japanese commun1ty 1n Denver. has not been revitalized by aT magor post-
¢- 1965 1nf1ux Of Ny, 1mm1grants . Finally, the Japanese are on]y a t1ny m1nor1ty

of the tota1 0010rado pOpu1at1on - .

s\'

~ Casual obSerat1ons wou]d also 1nd1cate that few commun1ty organ12at1ons N
r

Jor activities row exist a]though given the conditions out11neﬁ in_the pre- )
, v1ous paragrapha the1r PerS1stance .can also be 1nterpreted as a s1gn of the
tenac1ty of eth"1cxty The JACL meets lrregularly for social purposes .or to
participate in the concerns of thesnat1ona1 organ1zat1on (which, by contrast,
is grow1ng in s1ze) -Large numbers of Japanese get together only on-a few
occassions. One examp1e 1S the annnal.tonmunit} scho]arship banquet attended
b& severa1 hundreq eaéh}June Another\example are the annual bazaars of the
Method1st churCh and the Bon 0dor1 (fest1va1 of the dead) of the Buddh1st
church which’ features a bazaar Japanese foods and street-danc1ng Other -
.infrequent events pring members of the. commun1ty together .for 1nstance s
'conferences Of ‘Varjous types, v1s1ts by 1mportant d1gn1tar1es ceremon1es
11ke the 1977 ded1cat1on of the Hokosano stained glass window in the State
'_ Cap1to], or TEthn}g observances" like the 1978 week on the. history and‘cu]ture
of Co]orado As;dh groups Sponsored by the-state h1stor1ca1 soc1ety |
Observatwns of the Co]orado Japanese also po1ht to factors that may

work aga1nst totay ass1m11at1on Large numbers of Japanese part1cu1ar1y _

Sansei, are mov1ng to Co]onado and Denver from the West Coast. Both the

" -

1ncreas1ng s1ze OF the Japanese population and the fact that many- newcomers

are from areas W1th maaor Japanese commun1t1es may ho]d the pptential for

o B 18
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\thg revitalization of community groups or the formation of’new ones. The
recent renewal of interest in ethn1c1ty among.all Asian groups and the
emergence of an Asian Amer1can movement have had some local impact. ;he

- Denver and Bou]der campuses of the Un1ver51ty of Colorado now support sma11-

-As1an Amer1can stud1es and educat1ona1 apportunity programs .Since 1972, a

inumber of Asian Amer1can commun1ty service and research programs have been

initiated. One of these is a 1oca1 aff1]1ate of the Pac1f1c/As1an Coa11t1on

and the Asian American Mental Health Research Center two federally-funded

advocacy, service, and research organizations Another qroup 1s made up of
Asian American menta1 health profess1onals and 1s affiliated W1th the Park
unity Mental Hea]th Center All these efforts jnvolve,the Japanese

community though they are panAsjan in scope The1r development has been

< popu atlons=and the creat1on of community groups within each ,_e \\\

f-‘

One other potent1a11y revitalizing influence has been the dévelopment
of Sakura Square, a one- b]ock comp]ex of shops hou51ng, and a remodeled
Buddh1st Church between Lar1mer and'Lawrence Streets which was opened in

34

1973. At the center of this %4 m1111qn project is the Tamai Towers, a

204-uftit 1ow,and moderate income apartment_bu%]ding which houses many -

. LJapanese. kA]thoﬁgh Sakura Square‘doesn’t compare to the Japanese business

- district of earlier years, it is used extensively by local residents, it has
"a certain symbolic value, and in time it may stimulate the growth of other
ethnic eStab]?shments nearby ' S . .

In order to gather more 1nformataon on’ the poSS1b1e pers1stence of

g
ethn1c1ty as we]] as other basic h1stor1ca1 and socioeconomic data, a multi-

faceted research proJect was begun in 1975.35 One phase of the project
. > ) ‘ s .

19
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involved detailed interviews, with'a carefully selected sample of ff?lCo]orado
Issei,-Nisei, and Sunsei in 1977. ‘Interviews were used because standardized\‘ , -

o€

tests and quest1onna1res do not always accurately dep1ct Japanese Amer1éan .

values and behav1or. The use of interviews also made it easier to 1nterpret

‘subject responses wdth1n their ‘own social and cultura] frame of reference.

The interview materia] will only be priefly‘summarized here; A oompIetegé; T
- comprehension of Japanese assimf]atfon processes requires some knowledge ot.

trad1t1ona1 Japanese cu]tura] elements, espec1a11y those of the Meiji era
! K

(1876 1912) which was the time most Isse1 em1grated Good d1scuss1ons of

these can be found else\.«rhere.‘v’n6 K '

Most of the Co]orado Issei resisted adculturation and Tlived within the

S

va1ues and norms of traditional Meiji culture. While there were exceptions, -
A3 R

generally the Isse1 did not ‘learn the elements which make up the core of
American culture-even with the passage of time. Today most can get along in

Eng].sh on1y w1th~d1ff1cu1ty Japanese-qommun1ty institutions were created

: o g J
in Denver as an a]ternat1ve to those in ‘the widér'society But the.community |

- was always sma11 and cou1d not possibly meet every need, hence a shall degree
e
of structura] ass1m11at1on took place espec1a11y w1th1n the econcmic sphere

However most pr1mary re1at1onsh1ps were w1th other Japanese Few Is§E1 1nter— . s

4

marr1ed, and many remained staunch]y Japanese in their 1dent1ty

- The Colorado N1se1 were raised in_ a trad1t1ona1 Japanese manner, but

N

quTck]y 1earned the core’ Amer1can cu]ture through schoo1 and act1v1t1es out-
s1dthhe Japanese commun1ty. Under pressure from ‘the outside, espec1a11y

during the'war, to become "more American,” ‘a few tried to repudiate. their

ethnﬁc‘heritage However Nisei reta1ned many trad1t1ona1 Japanese values . ~IE;.
: and behav1or patterns because of the1r family socialization and because these

- . ~

20
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were'needed'in order toffunctﬁon in the world of their parents. Among the

—_—

v,

"more traditional e]ements reta1ned was the comp]ex of norms called enryo,
. L)

) «Which emphasized deference modesty, and Behaviora] self-denial. Aga1n,

[

_ marry nondapanese. However many retain a Japanése, or rather Japanese
\ - - : L :, . *
" American, form of identity. o

individual Nisei d1ffered from one another and those ra1sed around'benver

L

often appeared more. "Amer1can12ed“ than the1r rural counterparts However;

even today, the N1se7 as a group cannot be cons1dered comp]ete]y accu]turated
though tﬁey exper1ence no d1ff1cu]ty funct1on1ng'w1th1n any segment of A
Amerjcan soc1ety: _This Ir1ncomp1ete"~accu1turat1on is also ref]ected 1n\on1y
partiaT §tructura1 aesimi1atioh The N1se1 are well 1ntegrated into som:

core, Amer1can 1nst1tut1ons, espec1a{1y econom1c ones, but they also part1c1-
pated in commun1ty 1nst1tut1ons and groups -that, wh11e patterned after those

1n the wider soc1ety, were a1most ent1re1y Japanese in composition. N}se1

friendship patterns are a mix of Japanese and nonJdapanese. Some.N1sei did
!
v

%g%y determination of assimilation or ethnic tersistence wi]]_proﬁab1y i

focus ?ost on the Sansei and their children, the Yonsei. Colorado Sansgi

-
#

have assimilated structurally to a gredter degree than their‘parents, ‘some
almest entirely. Most still retain some Japanese friends, date’other
Japanese on occasion, and may ‘belong to the Japanese Methodist or Buddhist

-

churches,¢3The Sansei intermarriage rate'ig very high. Neverthelesgé%any‘

‘Sansei, like their Nisei parents;'still retain some more traditional values

and riorms. Most still identify with their Japanese heritaged even many who

are products ‘of mixed.Nisei-white marriages. This May be due in part to.

fami]ylsocia1ization It may also be re1nforced by d1st1nct phys1ca1

- features wh1ch make the Sansei easy to adent1fy N1se1 and Issei sometimes

e N

v . 1
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automatically behave.toward Sansei as if they were Japanese while whites .
. frequently act in terms of racial stereotypes that they hold. -
One way to conceptuaTﬁze 1ncomp1ete accu]turat1on is to v1ew Japanese -

~

| American culture as-a constantly ev01v1ng mi x of( i) trad1t1dna1 e]ements
(be11efs, va1ues norms etc. .) some of which are~reta1ned or m5d1f1ed 2)
~core American cultural‘elements some of which are accepted unchanged or |
mod1f1ed and 3) complete]y new e]ements that are ﬁroducts of the graup's
exper1ence in 'American soc1ety: Th1= culture wou]d be more than a s1mp1e
b]ehd of tradj;jbnai.and cpre.Amerjcan elements. _N1se1 and Sansei can be
§een as products’ of thie culture which'is un{que buf gradually becoming more
1ike the core American” cu]ture Another-way to conceptua]ize this situation

is to view Nisei and Sansei as products of a Japanese Amer1can cu]ture that

has resisted the incorporation of core American eﬂements. Many Nisei, and

Sansei may only appear to be completely acculturated because, an the surface, _

..+ traditional Meiji and core American cu1tura1*e1ementsvoften appear*simi]ar
or compatible. However these elements could have d1fferent underlyrng

meanings. Even elements that are dissimilar, such as nrvo make Japaqyge

»

A

Q\\\‘jookq"good" and therefore don't hinder their structural or possible marital . =
£ , - 1

‘.ass1m11agjon >
These- -are very tentat1ve observat1ons which w111 requ1re add1diona]
1nvest1gat1en However éhey suggest the need to revise more soc1o]og1ca11y
convent1ona1 not1ons of $§S1m1;at1on 37
Sansef; the1r Yonsei ch11dren and Jauahgse Amer1cans everywhere are we]] on

the1r way to total assimilation. Or they may cont1nue to retain some. sense

; of'ethnicity and maintain their ethnic commun1t1es. 'E1ther*outcome will be

i

the product of an as yet uncenceptualized histofical and sociglogical process.
- . Py oo L
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It may well be’ *that the Colorado -
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