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ABSTRACT ' ‘ ' )

. ) Oral hlstory can contrJtute to social ¢ducaticn in a
'nulber of vays. Traditicnally, data ccllection has been considered as
providing.the most benefits to students c¢f cral history. These
benefits have derived from the facts that: (1) historical kmowledge
is immediate and targible, (2) oral histcry stimulates students?
interests, (3) students interact with diverse groups c¢f fpeofle within
‘the ¢ommunity, and (4) students 1lprcve their skills in flanning and
interpersonal communication. In thie paper the avthors emphasize that
additional benefits result from the method ard content cf data ,
collection. First, cral history proactes .egc develorment in students
by providing them with opportunities for social interacticn. It also

~ encourages development of empathy and mcral sensitivity as students
learn, to appreciate cther peoples' situations, lifestyles, and
-values. Finally, through sharing and involvement, cral histcry

, promotes a sense of comsunity buzldlng. .These eaxperiences are
especially beneficial for adolescents in teras cf their eoc:Lal
develop-ent. (AV) . .
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/- As soon as our young can comprehend our sords we begin
‘to tell them stories, and the hope we r for our :

elders is that we will be able to hear their full story

- / befdre theygo ... . (Cox, 1973)/

) : . /

Storytellmg 1s slowly fmd:mg 1ts way J.ntQ classmoms weanng the

i

'label of oral history" or ssgrply
| "Ihe lnc::easmglv popula.r resp to the woz:ks of .Allan Anderson
| (1977), Barry Broadfoot (1973, 1976, 1977), Rick Butler (1978) )
Myma Kostash (19.?7), Studs Terke} (194¢, 11970, 1972) established
, tbe fact that ‘are interested in "pecple's hlstozy\and fJ.nd
it maamngful well as entertammg, Historian's quilds found

new tool .} as did new associations.®

The new
v rs produced guides for others to practice the craft
and ,_tnbutetothebudd:ngcollectlmsofrtapedmtemewsm‘ _
cal and natlonal archives (Baum, 1974; McCracken, 1974) Professn.cnals
and amateurs went forth to gather remm:.scences for postenty
e In: the late 1960 S Ellot nggmmn (1972-1976) ‘was work:Lng
with school children in Rab$ Gap, Georgia in order to gather the i
stories and crafbvays of ﬂ!eu: elders. mey publlshed a ccmmm:Lty o
_newsletter wh:.ch became the basis for a senes of Fxfire volures wmch |
~have attracted thousand; of readers J.n North America. SJ.mJ_'La.r efforts
. elsewhere zesulted in couecta.cn of tmdltlonal creatiag stories
' , .

and lege:ﬂs from school duldren of natlve Canad:Lans in the Vancouyer

*area of British Colunbla. . . . /




Sare Advantages

History and social _ ‘fenoe teadzers, w:estlmg w1th ways to .
__make their courses more terestlng, found oral hJ.story wdm.ques .
advanta@ops in at least four ways. b . w ] '
* historical know;edge is immediate and tangible. One has the
\ sense of *Soing" hlstory and prov:l.d.mg motivation -for inquiry and
= . Tresearch s:ulls, | | | |
| * oral hlstory offers direct lmkage to "new" historical interests.

. -ﬁﬁd1~snldenw\tem to take ser:.ou51y, ‘g, ethnic traditions, fa:m.ly‘
hJ.stones, and wemen's hJ.story, | _ | ) o
' school studies are lmked ‘the expenenoes of the c:mmmlty,
‘and’ tend to produce outoctres which are valued in the adult world; the
students get to mteract with dlverse gmups of people tl}us bzeakmg

~ down soc:.al isolation in the school cuxnculum, projects foster
useful mteractlons with paxents, relatwes, and ne:.ghbors,

- students improve SklllS in Plann:.ng and orgamzatlon oral
lnterv:.ewmg or questlmmg, J.nterperscnal ocmmmmatmns, and’
llsbem_ng with enpathy (Erlc—c'xess, 1975 pp 1-4). |

But the fascmatlon w:.th oral Iustory, perhaps in too many -

classroans, J.S restrlcted by the focus an data collectlon aboub. loczl .

' 'phexmena and by a v1ew of- educatlcn as knowmg mfonratlm. The
erphas:.s should be on n'ethod which includes "pla ed-in-advance,

-

taped—zeoorded mtemews w1th scm-‘one who
Y - s
of an event or a way of l:.fe that s of some hlstorlcal interest. / ‘

It is not randam oonversatlmiape-reoorded" (Enc-Cness, 1975, P- l)

o




'.'meeducatlonalnentsofténeﬂxodaxemttoberestnctedto-
the activity of data collectJ.cn but are essentlally located in what
" 'studentsandteadzexsdowa.ththedata. Indeed, 1ta.snoeasytask
. mexecutmgﬁuenethodasAndersm (p. x:.v)remmdsu5° I:rbemewmg
:llsanart,andIhavebeenatltfortt'u.rtyyears and have learned
myt.rade Youha\fetddrawmopleout,youhavetost:xrupﬂielr

T et

' memories, yo.lhavetoprovdcethemanddxa.mﬂxem, ymhavetobully
themorbepatlent andk}mdtothanorhmmrthemalong, depend.mg
o c:.rcumstances, but in most cases, interviewed properly, people »
_are simply bustmg to tell their stories." But apart frcm the tequue,“
- what is there about the essentlal natm:e of oral hlStOIy that contributes.
to- soc1al ‘education u& any sn;m.f:.cmt manner‘>

OrallhstorvarxitheQuesthI'IdentlEY . T

Oral hlstory ccntr:butes spec:.f:.cally to that frequently -rmtloned
* "identity crisis" in adolescent devequrent. ‘Data or facts offered
to youth by the tradlt.lonal educator la.rgely 1gnore ghe qlxest for
identity. The umovatlons of 'the "new" social stud:.es seem as al:uen
to the davelogrent of 1dent1.ty as the tradluonal hlstory and soc:Lal
sciences which they sought to- replace. -
values clanflcatlon mlght ass:.st youth J.n artlculatmg reelmgs‘
andﬁoncerns, but not ald m the IESOlutlm or satisfaction of those:
concemns (Praenkel, 1377y . Affect.we education has not resolved the
problems of n::ch:.ss:.s:m:2 and pnvatlsn Moral reasom.ng 1f ;t be
focussed solely upon - value nrmc;Lples and rational mdlmduallsm, '

-;Lgnores the issues of moral behav10ur. s
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‘ Weknow that i tJ.tles are a:ttalned as a function of social ';

s of interactions within and without social -

!.nstltutlm as exp: wd in oral hJ.story can foster p051t1ve
J.denutles among adolescents and build ocmm.m'ent to civic J.deals
CIf one cannot define cneself sucoessfully in a nu.l:.eu of madequate ‘
synbol:.sm (Klapp, 1969), -there is an 1dent1ty cns:Ls . _'me
p:edamnanceofsudlcnses anmgyouthardadultsres:lts J.nsuch
d'xa.ractenstlcs as fadism, the worsh:.p of the new (neophlha) .-

the search for mstantareous satlsfacta.on (Halleck, 1969) Social -,‘\-‘
. interactions may assa.st in supplymg a more adequate sy!rbohsm J.n -
such creatims as the soc1al sentments of loyaltﬁ fratemlty, and
oamum.ty solldarlty Stones fran the llng'LIlSth and moral ocmmlru.ty
teuusabwtthesesoaa\ffnteractlonswhldlﬂxenshapetheleanErs

A

peroeptlcns and actians. Y

i Ora.l hJ.story can orov:.de “neam.ngs" both about the ego-order“ .
(fmdmg meanmg whlch J.ntegrates personal expenenoes) and about ..

soc:al—order" (ﬂle anmg maantamed by persons shan.ng a geograph:.cal
“or h:l.stoncal setting). 'mese two sides of 1dentlty (Erlkson 1976) .
. were less an'blguous wl}en a single world view was pnevalent and - |
.reinforced by tb.e soc1al J.nteractlms of the ommunltyq The aocoxmts~
‘of the plcneers and early J.mnlgrants reveal the ha'egenelty of peISQectlves :
}mterpnetatlons of ﬁleu: experz.ences, e.g., in nellglous nonns X
and the role of nren "me syrrbols, mages, and perspectlves offered
in the.narratlves ‘were often integrated as sacred and, absolute These
. systems of meanmg contamed irmages of the course of life aid. hm er

cares to te::ms with llfe s anblg‘alt:.es, contrad:.&:tlons, and pa.radoxes .

-

(Erikson,,1976, p. 19). - ~ o o
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| Shatbenng the Canopv
. ﬁonce—revered identity under the "sacred canopy“ (Berger;
1970) Widervent érosion and “sbattefing vith the evolution of the' |
urban-mdustnal soc:x.ety so typ:.cal in North America. Now oanpetmg
mages, synbol systen‘s, and world v:.ews pronde greater dlssonance.
-'Reallty as. one ’ consensually vala.da“mdby the "facts"™ o‘fenstenoe

7
. forthosel:..kemndedpeople mthecanmxuty, hasglvenwaytoa 4
<world of diverse synbols, multlpllmty, and plurallsm whlch is mucn-'

more lmcomfortable Thene is no\lreturn to that older world v:.s:.on

- of ughtly-lmt ghettos with the 1dent1cal syn'bols of another age
o 'Ihe challenge 1s An cregtmg lem‘umate, neamngful 1dent1t1es for ourselves o
and our c'ruldzen in Culturally dlverse settmgs. 'Im.s is a forward . |
: 'perspectlve to fn.ndmg out who we' are and’ where we are by creat.mg leg:.t:mate,
neanmg'ful 1dentJ.tJes for ourselves. 'Ihus, d:Lscuss:Lons of natmnal 1dentJ,tJ.es, -
e etlm:.c:.ty, c1tlzenslup, and m:>ral or values ed.lcatlon neveal an ab:.d.mg N
. J.nterest J.n bulld:mg new bonds for ccmmmal lJ.fe m a plu.ral::.st:.c soc1ety
and in safeguardmg students fn:m banahtyA ahenatlon, and a life based
- upon the elusive quest for "style". . .- '
Recent reseazdi and zeflect:.cn upon adoleswnt develogrent
? helpful in dlscem.mg ﬂle features of a. leg:.t.unate 1dent.1ty and N
$ ‘'the process of its attainment. Underlymg adolesoents' i;'trred:.ate oL
faas and behav:.ou.ral styles are - deep and perslstent concems about

- J -
. J.dent:.g and place.' mether these concemns are conoeprtuallzed as —

self-:.mage, dlsconnectedness, and control over one's’ life (Fantini

~and WeJ.nstem, 1970) » Or as a sense of competency, uSefulness o ' .-’.l

. ' N
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. c(achlevemnt), belongmgness (affJ.l:Lat:Lcn) , power (potency) ’
-responsibility (dlgnrty) , and d'lallenge the task of possessmg such
'.-senses 1s accamplished only with others in a real a:xrm.:m.ty which

- has a fraternal feel:.ng of shared values ’Ihey camot be.Solely
individual awanpllstments for the senses are syn'bohc ard
. Developmental psychology has aiso'cmplemrmed this perspective

-

) by informing us that any progress through structures (stages ) of
. develqment depends greatly upan the type and quality of mte;ctlons
with one's env:.roment. Adolescents can conceive: of van.ous oourses
.ofactg.mandvmatmlghtbemeoomequenoesforanymecaxse ,
;'mey can think abstractly about themselves and can project thanselves o
:’;mtothe future 'meycanexrpaﬁuzemthothexsmcetlﬁyhaveaoqmred
» same Skllls through strategies leamed‘athare in the ccmnmlty,
| -' and’in school (SPrmthall and Mosher, 1976, 1978) - Fesearch on
- ego-developnent indicates. that aoolescents also show intensive concern
Vforotl'lersmtheomtextofpersonalzespons:.blhty 'meycan Y
.. undetstand canplex hunian mortlves andéﬁossess ‘an enlarged soch.
perspecuve (Ioevmger, 1970, 1,974) ‘
Soc:al educators are mcreasmgly aware ‘of develqm'ental moral
theory. - If cne/'appeals to the Kohlberg franewoﬁ: adolesoents are
g ied as p:edamnantly at the“‘stagg t.hree orientation of ﬁ;lf:.llmg ~
thedaz:ectatmrs o£ others J?n moral reasonmg. mey are movmg

'tarard the stage fou;r: onentat:.on Whlch 1s to reason accord.mg to :

Y.
)




the establlshed nonrs of the soc:.al order and authonty
Adolescents w:.Il reason more’ adequately if: '
theya:eemosedtoennchmgexperhences J.nthe ciassrocm, .

c.

-dealmg w1th problems‘of the l'nman condJ.tJ.m by means of moral ".R_,v :
d:.larmas zeasom.ng, and act.mg' .
they J.nberact w::.th others who are a(t least at ore stage
Zugher in ﬂ'xeir moral zeasomng. ‘
' . It is clear that ego—develogrent, moral cbvelopnent empathy
ar;'l 1ént1.ty develormant aze ‘socially derived by lndwlduals through
theu' e:cpenemes and J.nteractz.ons with others But, just as
' values clarlflcatlon and "I’nmarﬁstlc educatlon have focussed upon
'self to the exclusion of the social context .So same develogrental:.sts '
" direct us and define our development in ways' that close our optlons
.and are not plurallstlc J.nterpretatlons of reallty Public educaticn, |
wh:Ld'l has Just shed same of 1ts "melt:.ng pot" bias in temms of social
custxns, ought not to zelnstate cultural hmogemzatmn in the subtle
'expectatlcns of how students should th:mk value, and defme
)themselves (Beck, 1973 Novak 1974 Sulllvan, 1977 G:Llhga.n, 1977)
’Synbollc Worlds. and Plurallsm l g

"Rehglous Gr:oup Protects Bugs headlmed a mport (Waterloo-
" Ritcherer Racord, July 22, 1976, p.-44). about a oénflict betweer; a
| Jam hvmg, m_ '.’Ljoronto and public ‘health of_f:.oers who came.to the
apartrent to extermma’ce cockroaches. The Jain, an imigrant from
India now workmgas a. mechanical e_nginee-r,,’proteswq‘ such'"violenoe“ ~l,
" that would be'perpoetrat_edr o &ze '.maches. The health officers were

g - .
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astommd'- Two symbol systems stood in conflict. These n'ay operate
at dijffere .levels of caisciousness, e. g-r the following four ¢
‘Novak, 1974; Edleman, 1969; Lasswell, 1958): - :

™ * A sense of reallty the worldv:.ew wh.lch serves as a select.rve

" screen ¢ontaining what is truly J.mport:ant, the set of synbols wh:.ch '
ftmct:.cn to give llfe neanmg and self-ldentlty One feels ﬂle
da.fferenoes in the sense of the real:.t:.tes" whm confrcnmd w1th '

culture shock abroad or Jams in-an“apartment in ‘lbronto.‘_
* A cultural and @rsonal stozz- the dramatlc structures g:.ven

to time, history, space, and :Lnterperscnal relata.ons by cultural
synbols and the persanal expernenoe of perscns within tho& oollect:x.ves
ne cznseetkuswhencmgannganslonfkmerpaantmgofnanand
the sea with a Taoist ocnoeptlon of the same phepamenon, or the . |
rituals of the Multamiﬂ'loseofthef‘londammter ortheconceptlon

of v101enoe for the health officer and’ the Ja.J.n
* A network of J.mages and words Jnterpreted in the context

mwh:Ld'lweplaoethemandoftenof anuxedandoontradlcborynaturer
Wltness the debates over bus:Lng, bilingualism, immigration pol:."y, |

or the mage of "progress as held by the eoologlst and the oorpora’oe :
exeafc:.ve éne person s "rryth is’ another s "truth" ane's "1®ology'
- lS another's ratJ.onalJ.ty" 'L'ru.s network shapes our hopes and |

. duects our lives and expectat:.ons.

A set of rules for mte;pretmg events, Jmages and words

- flex:ble prooesses wh:.c:h focus our attefkion ard tngqer responses,
suchasthegclamofavmenstotalngntovernerooaybeoarung _
mu:cder for Gthers in the abort:.on debate or the above ood\roach story

6 -
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~In tﬂ'xe soc:.al sc:.ences there are other\ ClaSSlflcatlons of

neamng systems (Kludcholm, 1950, 1961) vtu.d'l oonverge to suggest that

la PR

 the vanous syn'bollc world and networks are pnmarlly comunal
soc1al and hlstorlcal To understand ourselves and others mvolves
or demands 1n51ghtful self-reflectmn and "passmg-over" to others'

. cultural honzons and ways' of llv:.ng. Mearungful use. of oral hlstory
can assmt in thJ.s task. 'Ihe publlc health officer should have '
beenequlppedtoreallzethathlsresponsetothebugswasnottl'e
absolute and unlversal ane possmle. 'lhe Jam, on the other hand
was already partlmpatmg in mo Syn'bollc worlds — that of a Jain .
and all that his rellg:l.on J.mplled and that of a nedlam.cal englneer
.llvmg in avastplu.rallst:.c and cosmopolltan soc:.ety Analog:es . |
couldalsobemadetoﬂleNavahoduldllmgmanllageofhls

: .velders and watch.mg telew.sn.on and gomg to a public school or the
Inu1t who follows same of. the custars of hJ.s elders and’ also
part:.c»lpates in the eooncmlc lJ.fe of l'u.s anglo or francophone nelghbors ..

'I.hus, the cevelopment of a "plurallstlc personall . ‘ ' _
mperat.lve for adolescents and adults allke Such p..rsons will have -
the self—awareness to confront vanous syrrbollc wo;lds,. the stones o
whlch created them and thelr mpllcat:.ons for soc1al mteractlon. j )
'Ihey will have an e:rpathet:.c di_spo;:.tlon to "pass over into the
syn'bollc llves of others (Bruner, '1970) . Once they have‘ done thls,v

' theywz.ll be in a* better position, to work colleotively on the ground |
rules for wope*at.:.cn and. the resoluticn of problems in plurallstlc
oomnumtles For;, exam_ple,_ the ccmmmty worker in a nelgtmoomooa 4.

[ h ) “~
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doesncttrytobulldaccmmmltyammudsanenessmthemter-'
pretat:.ons and expenences of’ the:.r l:.ves, t upcn canncn ccncerns i

and the dlgm.ty of: dlfferenoe of n*eanings.s'. o ,' c o

One. final point m. ] 4atlonale for the use .of. oral hlstpry
S

shouldbemde. 'Ihe candevelop mmn%dedskllls and

a.ttlt:udes ﬂua} ):ead to altrulsm cooperat.lon and soc:.al respons:.blllty

Ideologq.cnliy md1v1duali.st.1.c models of soc:.al relatlonshlps must o -

e . <
Q_,be replaoed by more carmunal or oollectlve mes. A moral -

comiitrent or a sense of mral aYn social pass that is deele felt L
and that permeates one's sense of’ self-:.dent.lty and self-esteem can -
be pruroted qn the classrocm Jin an atv'osphere of wannth, acceptance
andcanng(Cagan,1978) e | |
Adolescents, Plural:.st.lc Persmalltles and Oral Hlstory | . " \

CWe have been argumg a ratlonale for the nature of oral .
(
h:Lstory as a student's tool to dlscem answers — albeit tentat.we

ones — tothequesta.ons,"vmoareweandhowshouldwellve
together? I is not pr:.ma.rzl_ly a reans of - gathermg 1nformat:|.on
or pllmg up heaps of knowledge, .e., facts.” . .

In hJ.s best-sellmg oral hlstory, rkmg - Studs Terkel
travelled into camn:m.ta.es and sarvpled the d:Lversn.ty of mages -
and reallt.l.es of. work:mg J.n the Unlted States.' People spoke o .
to dreams, dlgm.ty, d:.llgence and frustratlons The mpact on s -
the mterv:.emr and the oreader is rruch more thén*s:mple Stories of
workers. It is a panorama of meanings of work ‘and 1t evokes empathy

e

for -such workers in the:Lr situations. The same can be sald for ‘.

-

Anderson's accounts of farmers and ranchers, of Broadboot s ploneers of

-
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:Wastem Canada of Kostash's tkra:.m.an Canad:.a:ns or of Butler's | B
'Quebecers. Students can repllcate perhaps in a 'nuch less |
- scphlstlcated way - these studles in their own cmrtrlm:Ltles w:.th
_parenm, relatlves, nelghbou.rs and fnends s |
- Tocapturettnse stonesorallyandtrmsferthemtopnnt
_ isnomeantask It. flrsthastoccgewtofam\nctlmthat |
dramatlc, wmderful tem:ble, foollsh funn{/ and traglc tmngs
.f»happen to many people as an mev:Ltable human cmdlt.lm. Or
| it mlght care fram a certa.m serendlprty, an mexpected excn.ten'ent
" ~and revelation of the mtem.ewee It is, not only ﬂxe elderly
who Have hved so mudu more of these renerbered expenences “that
has d an audzence for the oral hlstonans - It is also
dren who might reveal their. perceptmps of a diety, heroes,
or even human reproduction (Bermstein, 1978). o L
~ VedMehta 1976) retumed to India to recover the essential .
' Gandhi and to examine what has happened o his ideals and followers.
| Mehta tracked down Gandm's supporters and apostles, intervieved
them, and examined their llfestyles in the lJ.ght of old 1&eals
Studepts can also mvestlgate similar 1deals, and visin, of 51gnlf1cant
'otl'ers of recent generatlons Every carmmlty has 1ts characters,
| ':Lts leaders, its models, and-its legends.

In her famous documentary £ilm, Harlan Countv, USA, Barba.ra .

Kopple fowsses upon "lJ.ved moments” in tl'ze llves of coal mmers
and their famllles, strike breakers, and executwes. ~

'Ihe._ human pathos of mdergmund n_u.nmg, conflict and marginality |




.stoodmcontrasttothe sense of camunlty anmgUm.tedee ._

| 'Wor:kers and the J.ntense love among faml.ly nmbers. Kopple s

film helps us make meaning of life where 1t is llved - Jn mcments.
myShoort the Teacher? ccmes to mind as aCanad:Lanfllmthat

\

.v1v.1.dly descr:bes the pllght of a teadler J.n the pralrle comtxy

in the 1930s as seen through the eyes of 1ts author, Max Bralthwaaate.
_ L:tkew:Lse ‘the oral stories of the Broadfoot coliection have beef}" .

T LSO U S S

exbended nsuallv in a magn:.flcent thlrteen—part television - senes, {

. based-an The' Ploneer YearS, and prOdu&d by ACCESS Alberta in 1977‘
| ) M’letherltlsabushpllotmalungawmtz'ynm, theWest )
. Indian boardmg a plane for a new life in Toronto, the’ auto-*woz:ker
fac:.ng his f;rst“ str:.ke, or the flrst recollection of drouf;ht by .an
'oldecnan, once a fomgster on an Alberta prairie (Rasrmissen, Savage
_and vheeler, 1976) ' each has a nea’mng or Several meanmgs to sha.re \
"It is not by lookmq at thmgs ‘but by dwel.,mg in them that we
Lmderstand their . . mean.mg" (Polyani, 1966) .
R)swell Angier (1976) spent three years, dwell:.ng in Bostcn s
. ,J.nfamus Ccmbat Zone takmg pn.ctures and :Lntemewmg bowncers, ‘~
| .barbenders, patrons and show girls. He asked quest:Lons about the
| qualltv of life and the worth of various lJ.fe styles. Students
can also ask such quest:.ons in their cartmmltles. Com:age, cowardw_ce,
'generosn.ty and greed, awe and mod<ery are human qual_ltles which.can
'be shared dn.scerned, and Ieflecbed upon. No "laws" or empu::.cal \
| genexal:.zat:.ons result but rather mlghtful prOpOSlthnS and images

of self and others which mlght serve as students' guldes.
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| teo Sandon Jr. (1978) mtemewed North MErlcan Moom.es\" '
(Imlflcat.hon Church nerrbers) in order to understand the nessage and
motives of the orgam.zata.on and its youthful adherems. Mld':ael Maccaby '
(1976) ,spent six years studying htmdgeds of executa.ves in North »
Anencan eorporatxcns. Hig mterv1ews and "in-dwellmg" revealed oerta.m',
L

behavmural styles and ccmpuls:.ms lmked to value systems and personal

stor:.es._ Value/:xmceprts and symbols which- p ‘. ’ -99??‘"{5 and
de<:1.s1ms are rore readlly revealed through jes. Questlons aboat
- wort:h, mportance, pr:.or;ty and sxgmflcanoe can pramote the expansion
of the story-teliing into the valt;e-ladEned rea . Care must be -
- taken not to invade me deeper privacy of the i temewee |
Teacher eduoators can lock at the eclite'd\vo‘ltmé by Lh.lgram ’
and Sciarra (1974) for a"mdei of how autcbiographical awoﬁntsof
certain fao::ts of grczmng up can be: nchly interpreted. Concepts of
aggress:.on, fear and anxlety, awareness of et.}mlcxty, race, poverty
.and joy, feelmgs of gullt, awe, trust, and mtegrlty are available.
to those "doing" oral hJ.story. ConOEntrathn must be focussed an
the other , 1. e., the J.ntemewee, and then back to the self and
c:ne s wrold view. | ' ‘ o
| 'I’wo very recent examples of the technique are: Bill Finger's intervier
Cof Carlyle Mamey in "Preaching the Gospél, South of. God," Christian. »
Century (Oct. 4, 1978) , and Studs 'Terkel's interview of the founder of
the Gray Panthers on film or vn.deotape 7 "Maggie Kuhn: Mrinkled 'Radicai," ,
S RETAY. - . " | |




mventory of the arts bysmess, labor, rellglm, ecmcatlm, me 'c:.ne,

etl'mlclty, coal num.ng / poverty, c1v11 r:Lghts and other spec:.f:.C\lssues
mplicstis A

It is not .the z.ptentlon of ﬂus artlcle to elaborate as ext:ens:.veiy |
an the educatu:nal mpl:.catlons as an the ratmnale for domg oral
hlStOJ:X Wllla Baum and Jane Mc(:racken (1974) , .«... Joseph Cash &t al
(1975) have dore us cons:Lderable service.in the "how to- do it" nanne_r. o

- It has been a.rgued that oral h:.story as mforratlon gathen.ng is | |
.lmu.ted in value. More mportant, oral I'u.st.ozy can lmk +o fundanental _
‘_souroes of adolescent develog:ent and prow,de s:.gm.flcant expenences

forgrowth ItsmajormpactraVbe fomd in:. " Ut
| 'Iden 1_:z ego-developurent _ | |
Empathy: Lunltéd feelmg of orthers' snmatlons

Moral’ Sen51t1v1ty:a ab:.l:.ty o "pass over” ,. transcent.
cctmmuty_Bulldmg. ' sharing and involvement, models

The classroan teacher wilkl want to be attentive to the™ typlcal phases

of planning — é;oiication — debriefing. In the plahning phase,
the é@dents will need to defme their, immediate objectlves, .1-_he.1..r
spec1f1c aud:.eme and the types of questlons that w111 be used in.
| the interviews. 'Ihevw:Lll want same initial feedhack from leaders in
. the cumn.m:.tv about the SenSlthltleS mVoNed or about the persons to‘
be mberv:.emed on acmally 1dent1f1ed fOr mtemews 'Ihey will be |

v .
_
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cauticus. managing t.ure so that nelther mtememee or mtsemewer

wastes q:portxmlt:.es w:.th poorly struct:u:ced questlcns or ones that e
4
pmbetoo y 'meyw:Lllhavetohavetteappmpnate .

'-'equiptent( recorder)andbepreparedtousenud'lmrefootage
| tha.n wz.llbe transfen:ed to the wrltten accounts .. »

- mﬂleapphcatlmoremcutlmphase studerrtscanenhance
‘their dec;l_s;cn-_malung sk:.lls. (mye-;, 1978) by preparing and: asking

in a eex{sitive and appropriate’ the' followmg kmds of questa.cns

. (C.'nam'x:y 1970),.

moareyouandmatbadc mda.reyoucanmgfran”
(1dent1tyandegoquest1ms) -

thmk the:.rs were" , _
How do I/we/you see what is gomg on
" interactiong, of. people determine or affect ‘ahe1r dec:.slons
 and actions" (enpathetlc and interpretrive questlons)
““What do I/we/they stand for in that sn.tuat.lons(s)"’ vhat
.are. the value proposn.tlcns and prmc1ples wh:Lch just.Lfy the:Lr
. dec:.slon of actin? (Moral sens:.t:.v:.ty quest.lons)
* What do I/we/they/you lJ.ve for in 1lifé? .In camn:mty"
> In thJ.s nelghbom’hood (ccrrmm:.ty buJ.ld:Lng with ordlers)
- In the debneflng phase there are tasts- of analyzmg the collect:.ons__" '
of oral history, ccnparmg items and perspectlves with mterv:.ews from
the field, t.ransferlng the data frcm oral to written fomat w1th sare
structurmg, 1dent1‘*f1m the kev elerrents and fmdmﬂattem and

dlfferences in life styles, quest.lcmng values and the¥contexts in which '.

17



these opera&d, applymc relevant quest.uns 0 ae's oun skllls,
51tuat1.ons, and futme d.uectlons An assessment prg@dure oquld
also be develomd fpr assessmg the developterrt of tedmlques and«

oanpetencles such as dec;slon-:rakmg, mtemewmg, mterpretmg, and

zeport:.ng._ 'I!ne Very xrportant catpetency of enpathy or pass.mg over" :

could also be partlally n'easured frcm msponses and self-mports
'I!ua \&fucle of oral hlstory PrOVldes no guarantee for radical

soc:al change but. 1t 1s one of many neans that social educators '
"‘-mJ.ght do vell to pranote 6‘ _

. ~sOc1.allzat10n prooess will be em:ldned
wn-h an. argiuasls on pOSltJ. " ' arungful plurallsm ard with the
'develogmntofas}un that ~ 1st51nmder:stand.mgothersandm

' sha.nng in the developrent of those cormon affectatmns and standa.rds

v&uoh make llfe together possmle c:.v:.l and even delightful.
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Notes

11.‘

A nun'ber of nat:.onal pr:m.ncxal, and state assoc:.at:.cms

o of oral hlstory have emerged m recent year5° The Canad:.an

Oral HlSthy Assoc:.atlon, Box 301 Station A. Of:tawa Ontanp,

-'K’lN 8V3, Qral‘HJ.story Soc:Lety, Departmant of Soc:.ology,
Um.vers:.ty of Essex, Wa.venhoe Park, colchester, C04 3SQ,

England Oral I?J.s soc:.at:.on, North 'IVexas State Um.vers:.ty,

.P o. Box 13734 tJ.on, Denton, Texas, U S.A., 76203'

© and The Aural History Instltute of Brltlsh ('blunbla, 40

'Prcvzncml Arduves, ParlJ.anent Bu:lemg, V:.ctona B.C.,

vsv1x4 :

-*

A number of popular news magazmes have 1dent1f1ed

-

\narca_ssn.sm as the pnnc:.pal neurosis of North Amenca and
North Agxseicans, e.qg., Otto Kembe? interviewed by Linda
Wolfe, "why Same Peq:le Can' t Lowe", Psychologx'l‘oday (June, '

\-\
1978) pp. 55-59; George Woodoock “'Ihe Mirror of Narc:.ssus“

Saturday N:Lght (Septenber, 1978) pp. 27-29..

._ Wule Fantini and Wemstem 1d$=.nt1fy student oonoerns they

peroe:Lve them as focussed upon student “self-developrrent“ : ,'

i.e., the educat:.onal strategles suggesmd are dlrected to

what we perceive as self-absorptlon and naive md;.v:.dual:.sm,
w:.thout rega:cd for»the depth of soclal sent.ments and synbols .

~in whld’l such ogxcerns are tz:uly Sat'l.sfled ' .

S
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4. Q'xeofthen'ostmoenteffortsieportedlsthatofﬂle <
Harvardteam of Mcclellarﬁ\, Oonstant:.an, mgaladoand ' -
' a&ﬂtsxshlghlydependentupmthequalltyofﬂ'xeadu\l\t-

child relat.lcnshz.ps rather than the quantltyl a:rong other

Su:ne, -which found that maturity levels in same young

: th:mgs.: Cf Ma}ung it to Maturlty”, Psyghology Today -

(June, 1978) PP- 42-52f
5, 'Ihere is a oonfl:.ct of mterpretatlms for ﬂ'aose who v.1.ew

the plural:.st:.c personal:.ty as ettu.cally rela‘t:.ve and those

whoflrxiltmstmuversalandompatzblewrthsudietlucal

'pnnclpleS as those espoused by Gert-’(1973) Here Novak (1974)
_ and Kehoe (1977) w%d zepxesent champions of the oonfl:.ct. -
| 6 The most reoent hlstory gtndelmes, Hlstog mtenredlate D:LVJ.sJ.m, ".

1977, 1977 for Ontario's 7-10th grades contam var:.ous referenoes
- to oral his but usually under ano_ther'labik such as ‘e

) N . -

investigative __‘viti'es“. ' Cne of the support doc:.ménts,' |

No. 2, Canada's Multioultural Heritas je, suggests under

"approach B" that- "The ezrphasm in t‘m.s wit is am—“

| student research and the shanng of cultural expenences._ :
lStudents w111 mtemew men and wcmen m ‘the oommm1ty,

= J.nterpret records, and analyze documents in the process of !
examining the oultural character of life of the cammunity" (p.S) . =

S
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