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This paper provides an iuntrodutition to social science and historiﬁal

. materials on ASian Americans. Thg\éiist part examines perspectives which
guide recent research and some of the'limitations of existing work._ The °
r .o N '

- senond part contaims two extenslve lists "materials: 1). a list of

bibliographic sources and literature reviews dealing with Asian Americans

3

and, 2) a list of over 200 selected tit;és. -
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conducted for decades, but the number of studies has- 1ncreased 51gn1f1cant1y

since the iate~1960 s. Part of this might be attributed to the heaghtened

sense-of ethnicity and increase in activism among Asian American: groups which has;i::wdgcgg .....
both made them more generaiiy visible and lead to the deveiopment of ethnic studies

| programs and Federai or locally-funded research/serV1ce proaects that . Lo
Ny .
_encourage the work “of 1nvestigators Some of the current research is aiso

stimuiated hy an academic ciimate that now confers’ greater--though often st111
*Timited--1egitimacy, recognition, and fxxdiﬂghgn racial and ethnic group studies.
N

~ Recent research dlffers from 1ts predecesso EA“

‘m,

attention is being paid to community sociai probTems and to groups other than the.;“

\

Japanese and Chinese such as the Piiipinos,_Koreans Pacific“{slwnders, and Vietnamese

However what is most .notable is that a higher PPOPOPt10n of contemporary-work 1s
\\__ ,‘

based on nona551miiationist perspectives concerning the experience of K51an

American Qroups and the nature of American society. These perspectives are

Hiverse and usually fall well sngrt of being compiete theoret1ca1 frameworks ,

but they ‘aredifferent-fromthe Premises 'that-underiie.much ‘previous research. Aithough

the overaii number of 'studies on A51an Americans is still reiativeiy madest,
T, f
the retent 1ncrease in research and the emerggnbe of new perspectives may be -

taken. as signs d?“the,inteiiectuai growth of this fieid
',:; This paper wiii prov1de @ brief 1ntroduct10n to social SC1QPCE and historicai

“_‘-‘_‘_H—-‘"‘"—‘— T
materiais on Asian ‘Americans through several generai ‘comments and two bibiiograpMIL;

Tists.: The comments will address: ) perspectives which guide contemporary research, and.

—




AN
(2) a few of the- 'linntations of ex1st1ng materia'ls while these obseryations are meant o

"\ to apply more.widely,  they will be most apphcab'le to 5.9}5101°g‘ca”x"

" ‘oriented work e
. Lo 5\‘ H? N
~ Research Perspectives . = - AN

s T -
i = .

There are major controversie§’ and debates concerni ng"-the extent» to
‘which research is "objective." Given usually imperfect--and sometimes
c'lass or cuitura'l]y-biased—-data gathering and measurement techmques aiong
with possible investigator error, most social and ‘historical information '
is only reliable and valid - to a Jee‘r“t/n—degree Depending upon the specific 'ﬁ“ \
:problem and research-srtuation part1cu‘lar qua‘h*tat‘rve or—quant‘rtet‘rve——m-'_-"’t"“—"'f \

' technique\nght enhance yet not comp]ete'l y assure the} quai'rty-of the data.

e 1 ot A b T AT

: However even if "good" information, by whatever criteria, can. be coiiected

s oty Tame e TNt R P e o

it .still must be organized in some manner 1nto descriptions or expianatior.

[ Y

of events. This is accomp}jlshed with the helip of exphcit or;impiicit

'—,——~-—~'——'~perspecti ves such as collections of as'sumptionhs, paradigms, models or -
: T —

theories; Whether held prior to the collection of the i nformati on, or .
« " N
1nductiveiy suggested by patterns emerging From the data, or both These

_perspectivesxhewnews of reahty They direct all anaiytic
~and interpretive work and even impinge on the ear_iter informat‘Lon__._ -

'gai:heri ng and measurement process most basicaﬂy by determi ni ng the ki nds

w

of| research quesuions that are to be answered and by what sources. Any \-

: "“"——“"j'—"eva'luation of reSearch descrwtions or expianations shou'ld mciude an, examination

o

G




*of the underiying perspectives and the way they account for the coiiected data

| S Many of the earlier studies of Asian Americans were guided by an assimiiation modei

of race reiations Some current work still reflects this influence, but. .an \\\_

increasing amount is being uased .on-:a variety of different perspectivess - '\_
i N
Before discussing these othen\persoectives, ) the assimilation npdei_and”_ ~

X,
-a few of its prob{:ms will be reviewed 2.

~Most of the eanliest picees of writing on Asian Americans were biatantiy N

—

racist derivations of Social Danninist thought which rationalized or -

B

“Justified preJudice discrimination and echUS1onary poiic1es These W1TT

i not be discussed here. More serious pioneering research conducted from the

s

'1920 s through the 1950's especiaiiy within socioiogy, frequentiy reveaTs the -

3

1nf1uence of Robert Park Park‘s writings span a forty year period thouqh a-

representative coiiection of his work ¢an be found 1n Race and Cuiture (Park 1900?

. Park deve'loped one"bfrﬁe/earhest systematic exp'lanaifions of race reiations “

‘based on generai socioiogicai principies His ideas are organized around
" the concept of a race reiations cycle which involves contact competition/_

| \coniiiqu accomodation, and assimiiation Briefiy, sustained contact between_zg_g “‘

groups Geeurs because of econonnc expansion or 1mmigration W1thih a SPEC1f1C

_,,context of- wor1d poiiticai and economic events= Groups which are culturally

‘and behav1ora11y distinct deveiop a coiiective sense of identity, ethno-
centric attitudes and often ‘racial definitions of group differences. ;' ﬂyga---"
_Competition ar1ses_overathe struggle.for scarce. resources ‘and thls can antensify S
1'into conf11ct as one or more groups empioy force, coercive measures, and .
rejudice to dominate\others and preserve their priviieges All parties N
\ :
‘may eventuaiiy seek some duction of confiict through institutiongliZéd forms

~of poiiticaifdominance or’ comodation. Subordinat groups might wish‘tovescapet "

-'._ ‘_.';_- .- 6 B ."""_ L




e eﬁfects of cont1nua1 conf11ct while d0m1nant groups may find
a more eff1c1enf and effective means of control. Accomodation
ate exp101tat1onr-1t could involve caste reiatiqns or slavery=-

- yet , over g\Je, it can Tead to less conflict, more intergroup contact, a

’ ’. Hecrease i prejudice, and eventuaIIy assim11at1on Assimi1ation is not

factors detenn1n1ng 1nd1v1dua| ach1evement Exploitation may still per51st

producing\changes from one phase—to another Lyman (19680 has quest1oned

a vast amount of 1nformat1on Geschwender (1 78) bn the other hand, argues that gymani:

fd

g\rritingg Geschwender

feeTs that Park waS“mOre COncerned w1th processe rather than static fonns

. —_ =
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> .._his work stiii appear. Gordon considers ethnic groups‘to be~subsOC1eties

LI

_ W1thxtheir own distinct cuTtures and networks of institutions ard organizations

Il

-

oppressed groups. :Takagi (i973) maintains that many of Park's views originated
during a period of intense antiJapanese agitatiorn in California and that they
are. ba81ca11y rac1st in nature. . ' «}3“ e

DESP1tE the debates over his work, Park s ideas did contribute to the

notion of assimiiation as a des1rab1e, Af nbt always attainable, stabie

\"'ﬁ!

| outcome. when it failed to occut, researchers looked . for expianations v

.

\
*For_examPTE.- Rose Hum Lee (1960) was d1sappointed that the Chinese despite accu1~

]II

:\

turation, . were not fully assinniated and ‘that Chinatowns stiii existed. She

_ attributed this to a Tack of desire and to Chinese elites that wished to b

r

preserve their vested interests W1thin Chinatowns S ) ' i \
“The assimiiation model was best articu1ated by Milton Gordon in Assinni— -1

in American Life (Gordon 1964) Gordon 3 ideas infiuenced a nunber of

stud1es of Asian Americans dur1ng the 1960 s and occassionai references to

Assimiiation is a process with component stages The first, accuituration or.

L

' cuTturaT as51miiation is the 1earn1ng of the cuTture of the dowinant soC1ety

. that ethnic QPOUP behaV1ors are no 1onger distinct Structlral as51mi1at1on”. .
means that ethnic group menbers pa?ticipate on a primary level inuthe
friendship ciiques organizations, and tnstitutions of the dominaht society

Amaigamation or maritai assimiiation means widespread-intergroup marriage

society Three additiona1 tonditions must be. met for complete assimiiation
Attitude-receptionai assimiTation means the absence of - prejudice behaV1ora1-

receptionai assimilation is the absence!of discri ination, and civic assimiT- :

h ation, méans the end“of intergroup?conflicf' AT of these stages form a

it

o




sequence of events, but not necessarily a rigidiy iinear.one.- Acculturation
is the key to the sequence and should occur'first. Gordon regards -structural
assimiiation as the major barrier 0nce-beyond that point, an ethnic group

. is ~well on its way to compiete assimilation.

T add1t10n to th1s conceptuaiization Gordon also outiines three
g:ﬂtheonges" of assim11at1on. Angio-conformity, the meiting pot, and cultural
piuraiism. Ang1o~conformity means that ethnic groups; are to adopt Anglo-Saxon

- culture and institutions either because of their superiority or because that
was the background of the immigrants who estabiished the basic structure ]

-

and cuiture of this nation The melting pot. mode] describes America as a
'_biend of the cuitures and 1nstitutions of all groups Cuiturai piuraiism
\1s a system where all groups are 1ntegrated into an economic and poiiticai _

whole whiie stiii retaining distinct cuitures and 1nst1tutﬁons in the absence

<

of discr1m1nation and preJudice Gordon characterizes the United States as

b

haV1ng Angio—conformity at- the cuiturai ievei and three structuraiiy )
'separate groups based on reiigion—-Protestant Cathoiic Jewish--within
‘wh1~h ethnic differences biend Wl ' : 'i 2

Gordon and other as51m11ationists have some difficuity expiaining the

experience of. biacks Gordonfeeis=that they are basicaiiy accuitur&ted

o but that segregation has kept them from structurai assimiiation Others ‘3

.'such as Giazer and Moynihan (1970) argue that biacks are among the most

A ' .
"recent migrants to urbhniareas and that they, 11ke previous immigrants will 0o,

E start at the bottom and’ Work their way.up.

The assimiiation ‘model has faiien into generai disfavor 1n race . -
S AR T
E reiations Criticisms of it are extensive and*numerous perhaps 1n'part

'\J -

Ly

ﬂbecause of its eariier preeminence and‘aiso betause of its easy association

- -,'.. 3




with the Tnteresfs &F the dominant Society.  The modeT“is‘Targeiy based on
-_Hmthe exparq&nce of pre1880 European Ammigrant groups and has more 11m1ted
appIicabiiity for others because of differences in group backgrounds and
sociohistoricai contexts. Studies'using this model tend to expect assimiTation-
as’ an outcome and examine procisses through which incompatibTe ethnic group -

character1st1cs espeC1a11y ciltural Galues, diminish. 1In certain 1nstances

these differences are V1ewed as "dev1ant" and their cont1nued presence as
-

’soc1a1 probTems.. '\? 0ften, ethnic groups are automaticaliy assumed to desire

assimiiation rather| than the survival or development of- separate cuiturai T m—

or inst1tutiona1 fo ms,.or they are seen as haV1ng no aTternativeca,Iheir
: attitudes and beha iors are therefore not examined except as they 1nd1cate
'-.;reactions or adgustments to the dominant society._ When assimiiatipn faits

" to occur,.uarious factors are identified as inhabiting thefprocessfinciuding _
fﬁ?‘ethnic " group characteristics. Racial differences and racism, important'tor~‘
. Asaan American groups, come to be treated as- impediments to. assimiiation
rather ‘than as part of the histor1ca1 and 1nstitutiona1 basis for domination
The\expioitation of less powerful subordinate groups, a maJor feature of
~ American rate re1ations,,1s.not a centra1 concern of the assimilation modei'"f

'Questions can'be_raised concern1ng the key first stage of accu1turation

Some A51an American groups, for 1nstance Japanese ‘Americans, may experience
" a good deal of structural assimiTation~1n institutionai reas like the
economy W1thout being compieteiy aCcuTturated (Endo, 1978) Discussions'of-"

& -

aCcuTturation usuaiiy assume that a group s cu1ture (and ‘also- that of tﬁe=dominant

. '«.

society) is homogeneous whereas variations due to.dtfferences in . ° - t

baékground might exist . as in the cas% of the Chinese and PiTipinos. Accufturation




>

0\ .
impiies/a simpie process thrbugh which a groun' s distinctive characteristics are

N graduaiiy repiaced Another view is to see group cu1ture as se1f-generating BT
into new forms (Kagiwada, 1973 Tong, 1974) which may or may.. notceventuaiiy

o

become more 11ke that of the dominant socie% Conceptuaiiyﬂthese new fonnsl;

can be- described as c0mp1ex mixes of cu1tura1 eiements (vaiues ete.) reta1ned ,_' '

unchanged or in m0ﬂ1f1Ed form from trad1tio%a1 group_fu1tureiwalong with
e1ements se1ect1ve1y taken unchanged or in m0d1f1ed fdnn from the cu1tu,e
of the dominant society, and compinteiy newLeiements whieh evo!ve Sut of
group experieﬁces. Over time, changes ‘in thrs mix, inc1ud1ng the possibie

..__u.ﬂmwwre?ntrodyction of previousiy relected eiements, wi11 produce different cultural fonns. ”

-

; The concept of accu]turation has 1ead to the idea of a1ue compatability .
' as a primary expianation for subqrdinate ethnic or raciai roup mobility. _Eor._
) exampie, Caudi11 {1952} contends that the banc simiiartty be;ween tradit10na1

Japanese and core American va?ues has he1ped Japanese Americans to adapt and

kS
-
"
.

compete successfu11y in American society whiie this type of'argument might

have va11dity, the*major importance ascribed to va1ue compatabiiity can be .~
1k

questioned (Takag1,=1973), especia11y when there is 1itt1e consideration of

9 -3 g‘r-

\the socia} structurai and historica1 featurej of’intergroup reiations- Aiso, the
ard to determine For instance,

actua1 degree of va1ue compatability may be
htraditionai Japanese and core American va1ues\m1ght appear compatibie on the f
surface byt have different underiying imp1icat10ns. The opposite phenonmenon, ,fi 4 o
va1ue 1ncompatab11ity, is often seen. as contributing to cu1tura1 conf11cts and[or
. marginaiity. hgain, theremergence of. the 1atter conditions probabiy depénds}f“"';* o
"”on e sp8Q1f1C sociohistorica1 characterwstics of a given situation An

| EXte“51V9 discussion. Of marginaiity and cu1tura1 conflicts, a10ng with other"“ ’




| ideas ina typo]ogy of Chinese American personality patterns by Sue

e 0P

“and Sue (1971) has generated a. good dea] of debate (Tong, 1971 1974 Surh 1974 o
sue,_1974) e S P T

" One 1egacy oﬁ the assimiiationist perspective has been the recent -

T ———
5 —_—earo

successfui groups that have worked the1r way up from the’ bottom to attaig e
. 1 high 1eve1s of education, occupation and 1ncome.4 Asian Americans are v1ewed as

‘s ¥ '
exampies of nonEuropean racial groups that have overcome high barriers S .

Y L ’i}
of preaudice and discrimination.,}Their apparent success P&PtI&Ti} va11dates ' o

s

the jdea of assimilation and tﬁe poss1b1]1t1es avaiiabie Tor other groups.

Thi's dep1ction stresses the 1mportance of Asian American cuiturai values

o,

. (h . which have produced admirabie characteristics such as’ hard work, thrift,

moraiity, seif he1p, patience, close famiiy ties, and quietrrestrained
. behav1or
TN

]

) O . . E ‘
Asian Americans are seen as more than success StOP1@S‘ they. L et

are also modeisbwof how progress tan be made in- &merican society. : . *J o

s A
This media depiction has been vigorously-criticized by Asian Americansrthemseives /? .
Hhiie 'some of e contemporaq{ytesearch\on Asian.Americans is sti11 based on thef

'.k \ ;
assimilation modei, a growing Prop \ ion is_being- infiuented by other perspectives.. j '

Tne 1atter are hard to descr:be because they are varied and often very sketchy

P

However there are a few reiativeiy common themes. Honassimiiationist perspedtives ;%.L..ﬁ

=frequent'ly raise direct criticisms of the: aSsimiTation modeT (Tike those discussed

T or: entireiy different impiications

Uf course such perspectives Openiy/cha11enge -;: #

the premises behind much of the ear1ier work on Asian Americans. OnexreSuit of

this situation is an increasing reiuctance by investigators to accept PreV-ous T

-_(or even present) studies &t faceé;aiue..‘A few are_activeiy reeva]uating Targe b ‘u3lf
) e

bodies of past research which may 1$ o bring a new sense of'order-to=the .

: fie]d of Asiaanmerican studieS.




Nonass1m11at1on1st perspect1ves usually emphasize the pers1stence |
of aspects of Asian American commun1t1es, culﬁures, or identities.  This can be
seen in;studies of contemporary community problems and in much of the current
hfstorice], sociological, and psychological work. The persistence of Asian
'American groups is sometimes takenlas one manifestation of sUccessfu1-strategies

.employed to surV1ve in an essentially hostile enV1ronment or to resist ass1m11at1on

Nonass1m11at1on1st perspect1ves that guide recent research are often cht1ca} of. the.s

-image of Asian Americans as- successful model groups.- This is particularly ev1dent

- studies which examine the failure of societal 1nst1tut1ons to provide equal .

' opportunities and to address the continuing needs and problems of Asian Amer;cansi
These kinds of perspettjves can best be understood by reviewinghsome of the criticisms
that have been directed at this success 1mage.‘5 'Qriticisms question the epplioaoi!ity
of Asian-Americaniexperieoces fer other groups,and point to'the historical-price '
Asiaos.have had to pay for any progress. Criticisms question whether

suecess can be defined only in‘socfoeconomiq‘terms*and'note the limited

nature of Asian American occupational mobility and the lack of correspondence

beiween education, occupatioo, and incoﬁeii Criticisms point to the existence-*' -
. of social.problems és indicators of less than complete success, for instance in
emp1oymeot housing, health and mental health, delinquency and drug abuse;. |
education, the ava11ab1l1ty of social services, and continued d1scr1m1nat1on
Specific segments of the Asian ‘American pOpulation suffer special d1ff1cu1t1es

soch as ghetto1zed new inmigrants, mugrant farm workers, the e1derly, and

.
e

war brides. The d1scuss1on of such problems is not.meant to promote a view .

"\-__‘_‘_\_‘_
of failure but to indicate the need to view Asian Americans as“ieg1§15ete:}

and perhaps oppressed, m1n0r1t1es




Some nonassimi-lationist perspectfves explicitly viengSian Anericans as active
participants in the events that make up their h%story and expenience This has
at least two important i;p1{cations First, race re1at1ons are no 1onger /
~ defined just TFOm the yviewpoint of the dominant white society. Asian ff
Americans are se1f%consc1ous actors and their interaction with the dominant
' soc1ety,/not just their passive reactions, are what define intergroup relations.
The behaviorsof Asian Americans must be examined in detail rather than assumed.
Theée can vary frow/proﬁest end overf resistance to more accomgdating
and passive actions. Different investigators might emphasize one typé.over another
i and may disagree on the precursors or motivations for eachh .However in any
g1ven 51tuat1on Asian Amer1cans are seen as mak1ng choices between alternat1ves, o
albeit sometimes 11rnted, in order to m1n1m1ze the destructive effects of racism,
maximize their own gains and dignity, and obtain a measure of. cgntrol over their
own lives. ” ™ | -

A second implication of the view of Asien Americans as active particibentshfmuuhm'm
in the1r h1story and exper1ence is that“the1r ?tory .consists of even more than
a re%ord of Asian-white relat1ons Th1§ can apa1n iead* to a greater emphas1s_5

on what Asian Americans themsalves did er'ane;doing, but also less éoncern'without;
J.tota11ylfgnoring whet others Mere or are doing -to them. In a sense tn{s
;;/kglaceé Asian‘American; gn o nter-stage in'their own story. thhin the context
" © of their social and his%orical-eituation, Asian Americans ‘may be_viewed as
complete and potent1a11y se1f-ackua11z1ng peoples.

Nona551nn1at1on1st perspect1ves that under11e contemporary’ work on Asian’ Amer1cans

are not always made exp11C1t Biases and premises must then bé‘inferred from /‘

the nature of the prob1em and the way 1nformat1on is presented and 1nterpreted.
> In general there needs to be more art1cu1at1on of perspect1ves 1n 1nd1V1dua1
. '5

'p1eces ‘of work. Also, nona551m11at1on1st perspect1ves may have themes that viry by




academic discipline. For instance, Sociologita11y-or1ented work is sometimes

guided by perspectives that focus on the'expioitative nature of intergroup

relations and on exposing the strubtura] featpres of society that generate.

and maintain inequality. Finally; nonassfhi1ationist perSpectives-tend to be relatively
undeveloped and not-complete models or thebries that provide any type-of -‘wmmw,~~* ;
compreliensive analytic framework Such perSpect1ves frequent]y‘con51st of a set or —
sets of related assumpt1ons about Asian American groups and the nature of

jntergrodp relations in Aperican society; The few better-developed pers;e;£1ves'

are often more general'models or. theorfes taken from one' of the social sciences which

are then applied to the Asian“American experience. One socialogical and ‘socio-
historfca1 exampIe is the internal colonial model.
The internal colonial model is discussed in the work of tarmichae1 and
Hamilton (1967), Allen (1970}, Tabb {1970}, and Blauner (1972)..51t uses the
Eana{ogy of European colonialism and applies it to the experience of blacks
in urban ghettos of the North. wh1te black relations are seen as tnpse

'i
E been segregated from the rest of society, that they serve as a source of

between a colonizer and the ‘colonized. The model points out that:{acks bave

cheap 1abor and as a capt1ve market for goods produced by others, that

they are not allowed to deve10p their own commun1t1e$--espec1a11y bus1nesses--

-_and_thus rémain economically and politically dependent and powerless, and that
thiey are genera11y'exploi£ed for-bhe advantage of whites. -Unlike classic
colonialisms this model describes a s1tuat1on where inequalities are perpetuated
among groups shar1ng a common terr1tory Tabb 11970} contends that internal

’, colonialism must involve economic contrél and exp1bitation,_aad political

dependenée and subjugation. Blauner (1972) shifts the emphasis from form to

_ forced entry of the subordinate group, the aIteration or destruct1on of subord1nate .

1_5




- ‘that accounts for phenomena not well expla*ned by /

;‘. { : : .
. group culture, the administration of laws and control of government byrdominant

group representatives,ea seoarate labor status for the subordinate'group,_and
the development of racism to justifylexpToitationl Blauner arguee that recent
. black ghetto revolts are a consequence of this process and may be compared to
colonial upr1s1ngs Blacks are try1ng to resist oppression and gain a measure

. of control though group 1dent1ty and solidarity, cultural.nationalism,and-

_comnunity control of 1nst1tut1ons such as schools, businesses, and social

services. Organization along racial Tines is a means of promot1ng basic
;"societal change.E _ | |

Unlike the assimilation model, internal coionialism emphasizes exp?oiéation{_ _

group conflict and the 51gn1f1cance of. racism If has been applied to the |
exper1ence of other groups 1nc1ud1ng Ch1canos (Almaguer 1971; Barrera et al, 1972; [
'iFlores, 1973) and Asian Amer1cans (B]auner, 1972; Fujimoto, 1572) "Blauner (i972: 54-?5)“
sees Asian Americans as sem1colon1zed There were,- he notes, coercive oressures whijp |
forced many early immigrants to migrate, particularly as contract laborers, |
and the size and status of Asian Amer1can groups. were Cﬁntfﬂlied by PeStP1Ct1Ve |

| and exclusionary laws and practfces Fua1moto {1972) feels that

m‘the 1nterna1 colonial model presents a way of view1ng ﬁ51aﬁ ‘Americans

r

! .
the ass1m1lat1on model, for example the persistence of :Zc1a1 problems, the :

- nona551m1lat1on of Asian groups, and past and present Asian activism. Through

a comparison of classic and internal colonialism, Johin \1Q3(]976)discusses
interpretations of the internal colonial model that encompass a number of

racial groups. : .' He also points out the model's faflure to address ‘the“relation
\‘-between race and class. SR ' I /~

L]

The conCept of class is centra? to Marx1an and other "left" theories, but

1




. | ' \
it is usvally accorded muchhgreater signit?cance than ‘race {Cox, 1948;
Baran and Sweeney, 1966; Boggs, 1970) Racism is preeented as a byprdduct
.aof the deveTopment and expansion of tapt1a1isn|wh1ch 15 used to ‘divide
cubord':nate and donnnant group workers who share 51m11ar class 1nterests An
emphas1s on racism diverts attent1on from the exploitation of the-entire
working class and the issué of cTass conf11cts Struggies by subordinate'qroupé
n are seen as temporary aberrations or as part of a 1arger class struggle. .
‘”However despite the increasing prominence of Marxist theqr1es, no eystemat1c
" class analysis has-yet been applied to the experience of Réﬁan Americans,
:Such an ana1y51s will prob&b1y have to reconceptua11ze the reTat1on between
- class and race |
- Future soc1oiog1ca1 perspect1ves will undoubted]y incTude or ’
at Teast compiement generaJ conparat1ve macro1eve1 theor1es and formulations
of race re1ations (cf Schermerhorn ?970) of course, well- deveioped
'perspect1ves ‘Wil not be exc1u51ve1y socioiog1ca1 Sue (1977) for 1nstance
is working on the use of the psych01091ca1 theory of Tearned heTpTessness _
to 1nterpret recent A51an Ameritan act1v1sm and feeTings of a11enation desp1te L
soc1oeconom1c mob111ty The crit1ca1 WOPk of Dan1e15 (1974), Ichiaka (1976)

'and others contr1butes to better h1stor1caT1y-based perspect1ves on Asian-

P

- Americans.

S .

.Limitations of Exieting Sbciai'Sciencefandfhistorica1:Materiais
. P

“-- Even with recent 1ncreases. the/ambunt of COntemporary research”.

|

-being conducted on Asian Rﬁer1cans remains- reTativeky Tow: ~
!‘ .
The reasons behind this. are numerous but include ;the comparative recency of
Sl
widespread 1nterest in this f1e1d, ‘a d1str1but1dﬁ“of research resources that

""-.

'favors the study of other’ Targer or more v1sibie groups, and the d1ff1cu1t1es

7

\\
"enta11ed;1n deveioping cu1tura11y, 11nguisx1ca11y, and even po1it1ca11y
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sensitive research techniques One consequence of this situation is that the

poo} of available social science and historical material on Asian Americans
“ff?contgnues to be rather modest in size and, as a whole, suffers from various':'

11m1tations, examples of which will be described below.
RJsearch is frequentiy based on.impressionistic or fragmentary narrative or .

quanﬂvtative evidence which provide only simpie descriptions of events, compiiations
of baseiihe data, assessments of group probiems and needs,lreviews of existing
f11terature and secondary sources or suggestions for new 11ne5fof 1nqu1ry Yhile
\\the iatter are va1uab1e, there is also a need for more expianatory investigation ’
:abased on. systematicaiiy coilected and anaiyzed primary data/hhether that be quantitative,
observationai, or historicai Currentiy, most.individual® pieces,Of research are
._conf1ned to smaii samples or segments of one or two Asian American groups and even
i to spec1f1c age/generation, area, class, and/or sex subpopu1ations within those . .
| groups. f1nd1ngs, however, "1 - get generaiized more wideiy despite repeated
?cautions that differences between and w1thin Asian American groups must be respected.
"Hhiie again not nnnimizing the 1mportance.of this’ type of work, there is a_need
for more intra- nd'intergroup comparative studies and nationaijy-based - -
(or even cross-cultural) research In addition, 1ongitudinal sociai*science“studies
-, are rare, and some existing pieces of work shouid be repiicated with = |

-

cuituraiiy and 11nguisticai1y appropriate procedures,

A number ‘of investigators have idﬂntifieg-specific 1nformat1ona1 gaps in
existing social 501ence and historica1 mater1a1s For instance Ichioka (1976);n
ina PEV1EW of research .an Japanese American history, notes that past studies have
concentrated on what happened to the immigrants especiaily by iooking at the

| causes and deveiopment of exclusionary movements Recent work is usua11y
_ based on secondary Sources and repeats known facts and it tends

to be preoccupied with the World Har I 1nternment PﬁP10dk Ichioka :




N
.

argues for more research based on primary sources that will uncover new

N

At

facts-about the activities and reactions of the Japanese. In an appraisal

of socio1og cal materials, William Liu (1976) suggests the need for research
e role af ethnic institutions Tike restaurants, Ianguage_schools, and .

newspapers;gi terethnic relations; immigrant'underemployment;fAsian Amerjcans

s oots{de of mfjor gast'and Mest coast urban centers; kin pb1igations and solidaritj;”

and‘socia1{zation and personality. A report by the Federa1\0ff1ce of Asian

_ N
_Amer1can Concern: f1974) po1nts out major shortcom1ngs in the\a;:11ab1e 1nformat1on o

on ‘the hea1th,,educat1on, and welfare statu nd prob]ems of AsTan Amer1cans.

Bell et at. (1976) and the Pacific As1an E1derly Reseanch ProJect (1978) descr1be
in deta11 the paucity of data on the Asian American elderly Sue and Ch1nn

(1976) d1scus$ the need . for psychological research w1th a mental health

]

_ emphas1s 1n reas.such as personality, the psycholog1ca1 aspects of soc1a1 s1tuat1ons,

and mentat ,1sorders. T , ,
. / N '

The examplies given above barely/begin to,il1ustrate the informational gaps :

in existing social. sc{ence and historical materials. Two other items should be -

mentioned Huch more data could be collected on. the experiences of new P111p1no,

<

Korean PaC1fic Islander, and V1et mese innngrants And greater attention t

i could be g1ven to the recent h1stor of all Asian Amer1can groups. For 1nstance,
there is little deta11ed historical nformat1on on postwar Japanese Americans and
~ the emergence“and impact of .. post1968 Asian”American act1v1sm has not been o

| well documented. HopefuIIy it w111 not be Ieft to researchers years frOm now

to took back and. reconstruct and 1nterpret events from then 1ncomp1ete accounts

. i . o \\ . ‘ . . ...N
_ and records o e _ _ - .
|

A 90od deaI of the contemporary quant1tat1ve work on As1an Amer1cans uses or

- - LS




depends upon Census matbriai?“ The Census is the most reiiabie'source of
nationai data on Asian Americans, but it does have certain Timitations.

In the 1960 and 1970 Censuses, respondents ciassified themselves with respect
- to. race. “this could Tead to differences with SPeC1f1C standard definrtions

_ sought by Census users, for exampie in the case of respondentsof mixed

parentage. Since 19]0, Pilipinos and Koreans have only appeared intermittently

"asa‘segqﬁLte racial category inhthe Census ; other groups inciuding thos

from Southeast .Asia and the Pacific Isiands have never been 1nd1vidua1 y
Py 1dent1f1ed Census data on Asian American groups are available on1y f r certain
metropoiitan areas and oniy for.a Timited number of spec1fic census . tracts Also, R
Census data are scattered thrbughout many sources thnugh attempts have been '
> made to consbiidate information (cf. Office of Special Concerns, 1974) _
As of this writing, the 1970 Census is the most recent source of nationai
data on Asian Americans but it_is_ very outdated_ _Chgracteristics of groups _
" have changed in the 1ntervening years. and the 1970 Census does'ﬁot take 1nto account
” ; recent innﬁgration particu}ariy of Chinese, Koreans, Piiipinos, ‘and Viet-
. namese. From 1970-1973 alone, 3490, 477 Asian immigrants entered this country
-which represents an increase o. 23. percent over the 1.7 miiiion Asians® in -
"the 1970 Census (Office of‘Asian American Affairs, 1974) Owan (1975)
v"-f; projects the Asian popuiation to increase to ove three miiiion by 1980
C Cne - additional probiem with the. 1970 Censu%?is that it may have under-
- counted the number of Asian Americans, especiaiiy those in low: 1ncome,-

e

h1gh densi;y urban neighborhoods The‘Census Bureau has estimatgd an

underenumeration of 5 9 percent for the nonwhite population, but this figure - t‘\
may be Tow (0ffice of sRciai Concerns, 1974: 4). A significant undér- =

ey count of low income Asian Americans wouid mean that socioeconomic data




;
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"~ -would be misleadingly skeﬂed upward.  There are a number of possible‘reasons

kY

for an undercount (Office of Spec1a1 Concerns.,1974 4-5). In sixty metro-

9 poiitan areas, -the CenSus Bureau used maiiout/maiiback forms therefore

.-’

potentiaiiy missing transients and/or those persons crowded into rooms or. -
N\
units in poor neighborhoods w1thout officiai addresses or. where mail deiivery)
. \ 2 . .
' tends to b“‘noor Some Asian Americans couid have been reiuctant to

part1cipate because ef thistgric suspicions about government forms or the
fear of deportation Di ficuity with the Engiish Tanguage may aiso have
prevented Asian Tanguage Ipeakers from compieting Census forms the forms were
printed 1n Engiish except n New York and San Francisco where they were oniy |
transTated 1nto Chinese.. One other factor may have contributed to a
| generai undercount In case where a chiid S . race was not cieariy defined, ni
they were ciassified according to the race of their fatrer Since at least v
one third of aii Japanese and Korean women had nonAsian husbands in 1970,
a Targe.numper of chiidren of mixed parentage may have been ciassified as nonAsian.
’:Lil of Materials o J H _3 R ';Q g - o o ’

I
'

Two Iists of primarily 5061a1 science and. historicai nateriais on Asian

-’

Americans are presented in this{Section The first contains bibiiograpnies and

Titerature reviews. This sHouid be regarded as an a1ternative toa more

complete listing of the thdbsands ‘of indavidual 1tems on Asian Americans.

.The reviews provide criti:fi contexts within which to view certain materiais

-+ Some of the bibhograpine may .not be wide'ly avai'labTe but - mi ght be obtained

through 1nter1ibrary 1oag procedures

The second 1ist con_ains ebout 200 seiected titles. Lists Tikerihis one f

w iy "v .

usualiy reveal a few of. the intaiiectuai biases of their compilers. Hithout going

,,21 f




-1 will make'a few comments about the selection. process. 1 obviously tried'
to 1nc1ude ftems that I felt made at least some important contr1butions,;but
'also attempted to ach1eve a ba1ance by subject area, 1 .did, however, g1ve
-;preference to more recent publ1cat1ons to books as-opposed-to articles, and in
. eertain 1nstances to mater111s with a soc1olog1ca1 or h1stor1ca1 emphasis The'ef
';]11st does not begin to include everyth1ng that 1 wou1d perSonaIIy cons1der
» “good “'and 1t does - conta1n many th1ngs with wh1ch I can f1nd much tordisagree ‘
ISome of the titles are not products of research, eve1 as that term 1s/very

/

broad1y def1ned For 1nstance four antho]og1es of creative wr1t1ng ere _
' 1nc1uded ~thou h they are on]y a small part of the extensive work i this area. 6
_ Two additional th1ngs should be noted. The research on the wartimel‘"ternment

- of Japanese Amer1cans is much greater than the few listed 1tems world

_(:; ”F:appear to suggest 7 And the Iast section on nat1ona1 and'state Ieve1

L soc1oeconon1c data dbes not include" avaiTable nurces_of sim11ar! ypes of information.

! Y

for metropoIttan areas, cities, and 1oca} Asian Amer1caﬁ commun7t1es

- . ) -J.
. £ 200 . - !
T i i # i . ' .
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Footnotes

. Portions of this-papér:were originalfy prepared for presentation at the 1975
‘Annual Meeting of the Western Conference of the Association for Asian Studies.

For an éxtensive discussion of the pérspeétives behind sociological work
on Chinese Americans see Hiratd’ (1976). . )

Not all early work was inf1henced by Park. Two important exceptions incliude
Ichihashi (1932) and Miyamoto (1939).

o

For example see: "Success Story, Japanese American Style," New YorK Times
Magazine, dJanuary &, 1966; "Success Story of One Minority Group in U.S.,"
.S. News & World Report, December 26, 19663 -"Success Story: Outwhiting
-, the Whites," Newsweek, July 21, 1971; “Japanese in U.S. Outdo Horatio

- Alger, Los Angeles Times, October 17, 1977. '

For example see Kim (1973), Endo (1974), Sue et al. (1975}, Owan (1975).

See Chinn (1976: xxi-Ixiii). .
See Sugimoto (1972) and Okamura (1976).

)
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