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This documentr.is a tour ,guide to the historicaln
features of the seaports of Black Rock and 'S,puthPort in the town of
Fairfield, Connecticut. It is designed to acquaint visitore.and
residents with the stages of development that shiaped both ports' and
the way that Fairfield has evolved through itars, depressions, and
periods of prosperity over the centuries. Frdm BIlack Rock and
Southport, both natural harbors, goods and prOdnce were shipped in
early colonial days. Black, Rock. was a major West-Indies trading port
and shipbuilding center, while Southport was:' the base fot a market
fleet and a residence for wealthy shipOwners. Later, during the
'Victorian era, these areas became-g-ummer resorts, and still later
became :mostly residential,cOmmunities. The history of Black Rock
traced from its beginning in 1644 through the hey-days of its West
Indies trade, 17"60 to 1815. Its declining period between 1865 and
1900 is discussed,. followed by a report of the port's evolution into
a te idential community:during the 20th century. :Southport contains
some of the finest architecture and stmeetscapes design prodUced in
early America. From its beginnings Southport had a simple,village
atmosphere, mainly due to its residents' successful prevention' of 'the
development of a manufacturing economy. The history of Southport is
traced from its origins as a farm community in 1661 through 1800. .

From 1800 to-1854 it was a center for coast trading, and then
gradually evolved more and more to a residential aFea. Throughout, the
document existing hiStorical landmarks are noted. The document also
contains numerous maps and photograph's. (BC)
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Offered by the Fairfield. HistoriCal Society, WALKING THROUGH
HISTORY: THE SEAPORTS OF. BLACK ROCK AND SOUTHPORT
focuses On two areas wit11 a wealth of 'historical fabric?: .;booklet,i
together. with\ escorted tours during October, 1977, constit )the' he.art
of a program designed for the public. .

In July of 1976 when I formed the budding ideas for WALkING
THROUGH HISTORY, I belieVed it had All exciting potential. I was -also
convinced that success-would depend uli'A the work and enthusiasm of.
great numbs of Volunteers. :

Fortunatel the Bridgeport-Fairfield area is rich in able people with a
sympathy foloCal history: The work of such volunteers gave form and
substance to WALKING' THROUGH HISTORY. I cannot say how.
much "I appreciated theirgenerosity, patience, good humor and intelli-
gence in over yearyear of planning and working. Their efforts; together
With , the financial supp'ort froM NEH and locaf institutions, make it
possible to presOtt an outstanding historical prograni.

I hope many, people are attracted to WALKING THROUGH HIS7
TORY. If they sees historical choices and changes in Southp-ort and
Black Rock Prom settlement to the present, perhaps they-can better
appr date the development of their neighborhood's and' areas, no matter
hoW r nt..

Elizabeth Johnson
August, 1977
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From the time 'of its first. settlement Co the onset of 20th century sub-:
urbanizationS Fairfield was .an agl'icultural community,, dependent upon
the soil for its prosperity and upon the sea for its contact with the, out-
side'World. Two natural:portS, Black Rock and Southport, were equl-
distant from the .town 'center.' Both shipped goods arid produce from
earliest timeS, and both had groWn from sparsely settled outpostS into
respectable villages by thelose of ;the 18th century..In the early 19th
century each had moments 0 glory, Black Rock as a major West Indies
trading port and shipbuilding, enter. ,and Southport as the base for a

i market boat'fleet and a residence for Wealthy, shipowners. potli places
faded into summer resorts-in the ViCtOrian era and later became almost
eiclusively residential. - :...., .: . ;/

. iThis guide is designed to acquaint visitors and residents with the
stages of developmentAat shaped both ports and the way that Falrfield
has evOlved, through Wars, depressions. and periods of prosperity over ''.
the centuries. The tours are arranged in Chronological sequence to enable
the participant to grasi? 'Ole fine points of histori,. through tangible- ...remnants of past eras. ',

Numbers preceding aliclreSes refer to the maps in the back of this
,guide) , ,

BLACK ROCK

Black Rock once teigned"as the chief seaport of the influential town of
'Fairfield. Shipping activity :there was the Source of intich of the com-
munity's prosperity. It ifemains today more than just, another tridgeport
neighborhood, posSessing a sense of tradition rooted in a colorful past
and a community spirit that sets-it apart fromother:SeCtions. The historic
houses in the old ,center, the pleasant tree-lined blOcks of early.20-th cen-
tury developmentS; and the unsurpassed oceanfront,driye along Eames'
Blvd. continue to make Black Rock a most attractive place to visit.

The harbor:has alwaVs been the focus of-the community. It is of un-
usual natural depth: In the 17th and 18th 'centuries it was the only
annecticut poit except. NeW London that could accommodate shipsof
300 to 400 tons. By contrast, the largest ships able to navigate the



COnnectrcut River to Hartford...and Wethersfield, Were 30 to 40 tons:
Black Rock was one of the few .places the Ccihnectiart colony settled
exclusivelY.:*i trading- Center, and its population 'until the cloSe of the
19th century consisted primarily of seafaring families.

At the beginning .of the 20th centliry commerce moved away, from
the once,bUsy harbor front but at .the .sarne time' urbanization was
spreading to Black Rock. The wholesale destruction of thehiStoric frameY'
work that occurred in other old. Bridgeport neighborhoods was prevented
by the 'high quality of the new residential developments'eoupled with
e '.heightened aPpreciatiOn of old; architecture. What.rernains today is
always sbilething of a surprise td:the uninitiated 17th and,18th: century
homesteads surrounded by World War :I era two:familihouses; a'largely-
intact: wharf district with, storehouses: that 4htedate':tlie War of 1812;
carefully laid aut,section of Greek ReViyak.houks frOm the...1.830s and
'405; and some especially fine example's of early Victorian Italian villa -

built in the 1850s.

BEGINNINGS 1644 - 1.7.60.

The point of land at the foot of. BreWster'5treet has neVei.lulfilled its
6 0,

potential as thenucleuS of a -Mercantile city: Yet.itSpatural advantages.-7

Island; a high, elevation along a coastline! that was pr dorninantly 404 .

a situation at the head: of ..a deep' harbor. protected y Fayerweather

and marshy; and an -abundance of .natural millsites in the Surrodn'cliiie,
countrysideL---surelinn:ist, haVe sa:ttracted notice during the era of settle:
ment of thiS region, and may hive influenced Roger LudloweS'selection. ..
of Fairfield as the site for his town in 1639,

Black Rock (at firSt known as ,.."ShipharbOr")reMained ,unOCcupied
until 1644. In that year discoid broke out among the Puritan congrega-
tion in COncord, . Massachusetts, and the dissenters decided to emigrate
to Conriecticut. hey settled for the most part along the "Line Highway"

.'(now Park Alit ue) that. separated Fairfield and 'Stratford, a 'settleinent
that became k wn as "Stratfiefd." t.

One among their number; ThorpnaS Wheeler, apparently felt that the
'advantages of a gdod trading tbeation outweighed the disadVantages Of

..., isolation. He selected a two and a half-acre point of land between the
Harbor and Brewster's Cove for his house lot and 'became-Black ROck's
first English settler. Tradition states that he built, a stone hOuSe With a
flat rciof which mounted two defending cannonsone aimed out 'the.
Harbor for fear of attack from theDutch at Nevy Amsterdam; the other

, \
f



aimed .at' the Indian fort lOcatect on a salt wafer inlet near the present
-

day intersection of Fairfield AvenUe and Ellsworth street.
ThoMas Wheeler died in 1654, and forj.the next century Black-Rack

-was' almost' solely the holding of his children and grandchildren. lahree
homesteads were eventually erected. along Brewster Street' in a medieval,.

' style; with steep gable roofs and .sinall.leaded-glass casernen6Vindows.
John Wheeler, son of Thomas, was Counted among the three or, .foui

wealthiest men in late.17th century Connecticut and represented Fair-
field in the colonial legislature. The town granted him liberty to erect a
"wharf'in the harbor at th&blacke rocke" in 1676, the first recorded
usage ofthe name. It is possible that he lived in the house still standing
At 268 Brewster Street.

. COURTESY' OF FELfX It.117dOS

The John Wheeler House 26 .Brewster St.) is Black Rock's oldest surviving home-
stead; Althoygh a date of V720 has traditionally been ascribed to it the steep . roof, .

pitch, wide interior summer beams, and a pilastered stone, chimney top that survived
into this century suggest an earlier date.
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The Wheelers finished the job of clearing the land started by thet ,
Indians, not leying a single tree that dictriot /bear fruit' or erve some
other useful purpose., The. between Burr Creek and Groiers Hill. was
used to pasture livestock and 'to giow crops for barter:

At first produce was 'shipped to nearby market towns such as New
Haven and New London to traae for foreign and finished goo-cis:SO.6'1e-
time before 1790 the Whes started Black Rock's prOfitable trade with
the West Indies. Non-pelis`haSle producev;-cornmeal, salt beef, timber
Was exchanged for sugar, ,salt; rum, Molasses, and in all prdbahility,
sfave's. But still the port, remained a family., operation used,mostly. by
local farmer. There were in fact, three other competitlg "ports". just
within the boundaries of Fairfield at-A,1 Creek and the Mill and Sauga7
tuck, Rivers, Black Rock would have to wait for more expansive times
to realize its full4otential.

Ii.
. 1, k , ,

\ WEST INDIES PORT 1760 -1615

- B1 ck 'Rock's course of develoPment changed abrup4-around 47.0..
-die reasons are unclear, but 'within a -decade three" major comm= cial
wharves had'supplanted the old landing place at the point, eight e r ten
new houses had joined:4e three old Wheeler homesteads, roa were
laid out, arid 1- pbiiildindhad-beCome a major:occurlation. This rowth
reflected the impUrtance'of -Fairfield, which had a population of about
4508 and was one of -the. wealthiest towns per capita in coloni. .Con-
necticilt.

The Kate Moore Hous a fine
example of early 19t century
Federal period archi cture; stood
across the street rpm the He-
zekiah Osborn House. It was
demolished around ,r93o. -
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,--,Perhaps the improverrients Were preciyitafed by the construction of
- the Penfield tide mill o.Ash Creek in 150. In 1753 the town proposed

a bridge across the creek (the remains of it are still visible at the foot of
i3ahnforth St.) which shortened considerably the diStince to Black Rock.
Grover Ave., which prior to this time had been a cartway to pastures
oh Grchrs Hill, became a -frill scale highway to connect with .the .new
bridge.

Enterprising David Wheeler al realized the new potential of Earn-,
ily's rands. He laid out house lots in the vicinity of Beacon Street for sea
captains :and enticed thirteen prominent Fairfield citizens to put up
money for a, new wharf. Thus 1767 Middle Wharf joined SqUire's
Whaif to thg south (1760) and the new Upper Wharf to the north (1762)
and lot.sales were assured: For the first time-the Wheel& family shared
control of theNort of.Blatk RoCk.

The Revolulionkry War brought increased activity into the com-
munity. As the bae for several successful privateers, Black. Rob was
'Considered imcrortarit- enough to warrant the ,constnictiqn of a for at
the entrance to thy Harbor, and a large cannon was secured to gi and
/he UPper Wharf.aptain Caleb BieWster used the port as the'point of
embarkation for his Whalebbats on spy Missions. to Long Island, a key
link in the famous "Cirlper. Spy Ring." \

The British sailed past dip hamlet on their way to burn Fairfield in
1770, after being fired on Porn the Black Rock\fort. Williarri Wheeler, a
schoolmaster who kept a ljournal of Black :Rock happenings between
Revolutionary times and the 1840s, was inland tending cattle, on
some Hill-when he observed the British landing. He.noted "Black Rock
people assembled on Grovers Hill . . . You might from Black RoCk see
the fi 6, shine through the windows .& presently:the fire on the outside
. .Is c Jarvis commanded at the- battery. Had ,,he been a coward, ten
more houseS would have been burnt:. Squire's, Burr's, Silliman's, Hol-
burton's., Fowle(s, Chauncey's, WidoW Wheeler's, 'dial:y:1d Wheeler''s,

yBartram's." This was probably the entire population of the village at
the time:

A short depression folloWed.the war; after, which Black Krick began
to. boom' Timothy .Dwight; Yale president, observed in the first years of
the nineteenth century that Not withstanding.the e*cellence of the har-
bor and the convenience which it furnishes for : commerce, -Black Rock
'has long been-neglected .. ;Business is now commencing ,... with a fair
ptomiseof success. ".

. .



Business "Commenced" at the end of :Brewster Stredt, where story
houses went. up one by one in a new commercial center that soc
attracted farmers from as far away as forty miles. Here also were ti
general' store, and the blacksmith 'shop. William Wheeler noted in h
journal in April, 1803, that "We now expect that. Black Rocklvill flouris
as a place of trade, as .there are 6 stores now built & 5. wharves &
vessels 16 families, 15 dwelling hoUs'es & 54 inhabitants... exchish
of about 20 boarders." The reason for the large number of boarders
suggested .by an entry in December4803, which states "Moved tc;
house Lewis Goodsell & family to build a vesselL"

Across the street from the wharves and storehouses merchant's bui
elegant Federal style" houSes were demolished or hurried by 1960
The goveriment lighthouse station in the Harbor in 1868, an
in 1812 Black Rock Turnpike was laid:out to New Milford in an effo
to clfaw business from that fertile section of the Housatonic Valle:
Fortunes were also made in theWest Indies and new China tradet

Fortunes declined with the trade embargoes of the early 1800s a.Ad ti
disastrous> War of 1812. Thereafter Bridgeport usurpecrplack Rock
place as the new center of Fairfield County Cornmerr.

. .

..
The old. Black Rock wharves at the foot of Brewster St as they appeared in t'
latter part of the 19th; century.



The same view in the 1950's.

Stopping Point:
UPPER WHARVES, fOok;ofsBrewster St. This was the commercial center
of old Black Rock, .which ranked in the three top trading pOrts in 'the
state to the pOskRevOlutionary period.:Wharves had been constructed
here as early as .the 17th century, but most of. what.reirtairts..today is: he`;result of a town improvement program in 4z802. At that time the road
was laid out in ,its presenf:fOrm, And three stone piers were biiilt to serve
six flourishing 'stores:. Market boats and. West, India sloops visited the

-Harbor ancP-their trade contributed a "large share of the prosperity of
Fairfield.

81; PORT 5 YACHT CLUB. ( circa : 1807), 75 Brwster St. This former
storehouse, now. cOnsiderably remodeled, was. built. by Joseph Bulk -..
ley and his son Uriah: Originally it-was a simple barn-like.,structure '
with few, windoWs. Uriah. Bulkley's house stood next door: on the

- site of the present condominiums.. It was moved to 89Giovers Ave.
on GrayerS Hill in the .1880s.

B2. FAYERWEATHER YACHT CLUB .(1772), .51 Brewster 4.. this is
Black ROCk.'s oldest remaining Storehotise. It was built as a joint
venture by 'Samuel Smedley . and Sarriuel:Sturges, twcr prominent
Fairfield RevOlutionary patriots. The gable...roof portion' with the
dormer. windows is the original structure.':

.



B3. HEZEKIAH OSBORN HOUSE (1801), 39 Brewster: St. Old photo-
graphs ow. that a three-story WarehOuSe was formerly attached
to the.-kater side of this house, one of the few left in the old
commercial district..

The Hezekiak 'Osborn House is the only surviying
earlY homestead in the old wharf district. Photo-
graphed here in 1939.

The David Penfield House, erected in 1768, stood

b 1875..
at

Ave. until its destructiOri by fire in
t the northwest corner of Beacon :St. and sea -

bright

of

: -

Pt,: e I
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B4. WOLCOTT' CHAUNCEY HOUSE (1769), 150 Seabright Ave. This
house is a valuable survivor of a loWer class 18th century dWelling.
Most other' examples diSaripeared during the 19th century when
colonial ,architectune was held in low esteem. An article in. the
Bridgeport Standard of 6 September 1875 descriyng the destruc-
tion by fire of the adjacent David Penfierd house, stated ''. . we
have heard no ,expressions. 'of regret on account of the fire which
was doubtless the work of an incendiary. No alarm was given, and

ilut few of the citizens gathered to witness 'the conflagration. No
attempt was made to stay the progress: of` the flaines. The property
belonged to Mr. George A. Wells, and we understand he is con
gratulating himself upon the disposition of it." The Chauncey
House was the birthplace of Commodore Isaac Chauncey, American
forces commander on the Great Lakes in the War of 1812..

-. .

LONG ISLAND SOUND PORT 1815 -1845

Black Rock becaine a self-contained backwater area after theWar of
11812: Building activity almost completely ceased for twenty yeart, and
the Wheeler journal continually makes mention of neighbors and friends
moving west or to more promising commercial centers There were var-
ious reasons for the decline fthe port, most of which can be tied to, the
emergence of neighboring 'dgeport and Southport.

Disastros.hurricanes in 1811 and 1821 proved that the lack of ade-
qUate protection in Black Rock Harboz could bring calamity. Wheeler
recorded ort 3 September 1821 that "Every vessel went ashore in this
harbor ... the Lighthouse laid flat," Bridgeport and Southport harborS,
although shallow, were almost completely landlocked and offered far
greater shelter in a storm.

WeSt.Indies produce, the mainstay ofillack Rock's trade, fell sharply
in price at this time Many small shippers were Wiped out Perhaps. the
final blow came with the opening of the Erie Canal, when cheap WeStern

>

corn .whiskey. flooded Eastern markets and replaced West Indian rum as
the favorite drink.

Architectural.evidence shows that Black Rock blossomed again in the
1830s, but on a lesser scale. Alanson. Allen moved here f;om Westport
in, 1827 and purchased the. old' John .Wheeler homestead (268 Brewster .

St.) and surrounding acreage. .'Soon afterwards his, daughter Elizabeth.
Married David Smith, a housewright .fr6rn 'Greenfield Hill. Smith laid
Out '.'Smith's Lane" (now Calderwood Court) across the street froivhis
father-in-law's hous6.
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1.0EayerWeather Island lighthouse station'was established by the
ernment in Black Rock Harbor:, in 1807. Above is a rejected

.1843 plan for rebuilding the structure by Alexander Parris, archi-
tect of Boston's Quincy Market. Below is the lighthouse standing
today, completed jn1.847.

COURTESY OF THE BLACK ROCK CIVIC AND BUSINESS MEN'S CLUB, INC.



Between 1838. and 1843, Smith built eight dwellings and .a carriage
.inanufactory here, all reflecting a transitional Federal-Greek Revival
style: The highlight of this:development was the ''cla4sical cbmposition"
of three houses facing Brewster St. Smith's own house was in the middle',
a-. center-entranced side gable structured with twin chimneys (259-61
Brewster SO! It was flanked by two ternple4rcinted houses with oppo-
site side entrances. To the left, the Captain Thomas Ransom, house (237
Brewster St.) reflects the proportioning:.of the Parthenon; while to the
right the George Paliner house (283 .Brewster St.) shows the influence
of the .Maison Carre in Nimes, France., Even the original window sash
(six-over-six pane in the Ransom and Palmer hOusls and 'twelve-over-
twelve in Smiths) shows a careful attention to detail and grouping.
These houses taken together demonstrate the 19th century ideal of good
architecture, leading the eye from the lower left side to the upper right.

'While building indiVidual houses for profit, Smith was also achieving .a

harmonious streetscape. .

.The -ship chandlery and carriage industries attracted some new people,
to.the village during this:period, but no major expansion occurred at thiS7

The .Brewster St. front of David
,Smith's Greek Revival develop-
ment as; it appeared in 1934.

Stopping Point:
CALDERWOOD COURT DEVELOPMENT. At its inception in the

' I839s this street was carefully planned as an integrated village center..
Along its short lengthwete multi-family housing, a school and a factory
Upper-class- houses faced Brewster St. Buildings originally were white-
washed and yellowed as: they aged; 1;linds were painted French green
that aged to Persian blue. Shade trees, mostly elMs and sycamores, were



planted for thd. first time along the dusty roads to relieve the .starkness.
The elongated attic .fan windows seen in this area were probably the

tradethark.

B5. CARRIAGE FACTORY .(1830) 5-7 : Calderwood Court. Built by.
Captain Thomas Ransoth, a local merchant, this building represents
one of the first attempts to bring manufacturing into Black. ROCk.
Carriages were shipped from here to New York and, the West
Indies. The fact66, was converted into a dWelling about 1870.

B6. WILLIAM BOUTON HOUSE (1838) 4 CalderwOod CoUtt. This
typical middle-dass', house was the first to be .erefted in the new
dey,etopment.

B7. CAPTAIN THOMAS RANSOM HOUSE (1839) 237 Btewster St.
ThiS elegant Grecian-Style home was built for a pioMinent business-
man who founded the private "Select School" on Calderwood Court.

B8. DAVID SMITH HOUSE (1843) 259-61 Brewster St.. This house
thought to be the home of the housewright who designed rid built
the_other structures listed in this section.

B9. GEORGE PALMER HOUSE (1840) 283 Brewster St. Built for a
Black Rock oysternian, the. unusually high baseMent of this full-
pedimented Greek Revival house was latobably used to store oysters.;
for shipping by packet boat to New York.

The George Palmer Hotse.

,'' .47-n.'"

COURTESY OF FELIX UROOS:



B102tACK ROCK SCHOOL (opened OctAgr, 1841) 272 Brewster St
priginallS, located at the corner of Gwyers Ave:, this building was

replaced as a school '.bra.largei-Victorian structure around 1865. It."
'served' as an auxiliary Chool for a:.number Of years' before lt, was
moved to i,ts present,site and used as a washhouse for a bottling
works. It converted into a dwelling in the 19205r:

The David Lock wood HOUse
(191 Ellsworth St) was built by
the village shoetmaker.. in 1837.

,.
4

Cape John Arittiii, a shipyard
owner; built this .Gretian style,
house (140 Ellsworth St.) in
1836. It was photographed about

.-<,1:41870 :before ViCtorian additiOni
were ,made,.

I



SHIPBUILDING cENTE/z 1845 :1865

Major developments. came to :Black Rock in the late.1840s. The village
forgot its dreams 'of regaining lost shippiri commerce or rivaling Bridge-
port ps a manufacturing center and cone ntrated on what it knew best::
shipbuilding.

The stern of the Charles Cooper:
as it appears today.

Ad Irani the No-v. 14th, 1856
issue ctf the Bridgeport Republi-
can Farmgr.
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in getting ninny of Miro' off npon Democratic
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phir., EnstoitHlas.
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COURTjSY OF THE SOUTH STREET SEAPORT MUSEUM' . .

The. Charles Cooper, built' at the Black Rock ship- .

yard of-Capt. William Flail, is the sole remaining
example of the once extensive North Atlantic
packet fleet. Now at Port Stanley in the Falkland..,
Islands, it has been acquired by the South Street..

,Seapart Museurn for eventual restoration.

Shipyards had been in existence in Black Rock for close to a century.
IchabOd Wheeler's'in the 18th century had been succeeded by Captain -

Daniel Wilson's in the early 19th. With the groWing demand both for
large, ships and canal, boats, a specialized industry grew up along lower
'Brewster St:, and by 1850 four y.ards were ih operation. These were
owned.bY Captain John Brittin, Veydine:Ellsworth, Sturges & Clearman,
and Elizabeth Wilson (an apparent successor to Captain Daniel):



.
9gain. the Wheeleramily stood ready to cash in on the deriland for

houselots carved from family holdings. Ellsworth St."(first called 'simply
"the new street", later Wheeler. and after 1849 Church Street) had
been cut through the town gyas ea as 1802, but the of lots
Aid .not begin until 1836. In the first few yearS William Wheeler sold a

". few half-acre lots to home-builders such as 'Capt. John'Brittin, but most
were sold to speculators for prites between.$50 and $100. Many of these
were resold as the .village grew in the 1840s and '50s for ..$150 to $500:

In 1849 Black ROckbUilt its own.Congregational Church at the corner
of EllswOrth Si. and Bartram Ave., ending the need for a Sunday trip to

'Fairfield Center.. At about the same time Capt. William Howes moved
, from Sag-I-Irbor, Long ,Island, and starteda coal yard on Seabright Ave.

which brought additional commerce to the village.
Black Rock's second golden age did not really dawn until 185,6, how-

, ever, when:Capt. William Hall moved from Maine and bought up all
four shipyards.: He built an impressive home for himselfon Ellsworth St...
overloOking hiS,enterprise, and in the four short year's' before his death
turned the village into one of Connectictit's foremost shipbuilding ,cen-
ters. He was succeeded in 1860 by the somewhat less ambitious firm of
Hilliard & Rew, whith -later became Rew & Walker. The shipyard
degenerated during. the Civil War, and the buSiness afterwards concen-
trated solely on chandlery.

Stopping Point:.;
LOWER ELLSWORTH ST: This area was built up during One of Brack
Rotk's most prosperous .periods..The specialized workers-who bUilt their
homes .,,here could afford to be style conscious, and the early7ViCtorian
villas on ..spacious lots reflected a growinetosrnopcilitan taste. GrOunds
were well, landscaped so..that.bnildings...appeared to be continuations, of
'the. natural environment. This effect. was heightened by the original
"ealth tone": paint. colors of the houses.

kr

Bll. WILLIAM WHEELER BOUNDSTONE (1847), corner Brewster ,arid
Ellswotth Sts. Thistone marked the southern boundarY of William
Wheeler's development of Ellsworth St. house-lbts.

1312. CAPTAIN WILLIAM HALL HOUSE (1856),. 87 Ellsworth St. The
viliage showplace of the ante,.bellum period, this Italianate-Goihic
mansion was bUilt: by the owner of a shipyard complex. Its deSign,
probably influenced by a plan published in. A. J. Downing's Achi7,.
tecture of Country. Hou'ses, an early'builders' handbook, is similar
to hoUses on Fairfield's Old Post Road.



The schoq Ella lane was the
fastest pae 1Pboat on the Sound.
The penn5nt at t1xe masthead
was won in a race. It was owned
by Capt. Charles Allen, who
built his homestead at 2L3 Ell's-

.. worth St: abopt 1854.. .41.

A coop ,.CHAPICE,TO SEE THE RACE.
r roiriinud Ions 8c:homier' Ella Jane. I 11111's Al-

lea,.wIll Iktve her dot: t he few of St ate .
tret, at 1O' A. 31_ and el illow the boat:, over

the whole cuurme, prIvlbg. (CIO view T
Boat Itac. Tickets. 50 'Ntt% lie-5 id.

B13. CAPTAIN. CHARLES ALLEN '.and ISAAC JONES ES (circa
1854),'213 and 227 Ellsworth. St; .These Italianate .uses were
originally identical in .appearance (the Jones house a remodeled:
around 1910). Wrap-aiound porches oke-complemented,the floor-.
to-Ceiling parlor windows:

B14. STURdES SEELEY HOUSE (circa 1851),.259 Ellsworth St. This
modest Early Victorian cottage was built by a ship's caenter and
still remains in the hands of his descendantS:

r)



- , B15. ELIPHALET WALKER' HOUSE; (circa 1855),' ,25Cr Ellsworth :St.
Built for. a .shipyard and marine railway owner,.this f lamboyaitt-
It.alianate hopse-has suffered few alterations over "the-years. While
no larger than-contemporary "Box. Victorian housesnearlyY; the
exceptional design` of this one reveals the prosperity of its original
occupant.

dA

v7A,

, '7Y ,2Z+'.-"I'

COURTESY, OF FELI x URGO5

Ejiphalet Walker's. hoUse, by,ilt around. 1855, remains the. village's
Most splendi example of the Italian Villa .

Sturges Seeley built his hoose across from Eliphalet Walker shortly
after he purchased the lot in 1851.

Ots,,,kk.:

r;..
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B10. OL'IVER BURR HOUSE (circa 1853), 22
by a carpenter, this middle-class Early '

_typically ornate yeianda which adds contr
, facade.

The. Oliver Burr House was built by a village 'housev,

PERIOD OF DECLINE 1865 - 1900

Black Rock suffered a period of decline after
proud shipyard -were reduced . to b\-dgthaulii
stores that had managed to .stayin liesiness ti
Rock simply could'not compete in an age of i

Bridgeport Was now the undisputed hub of
railroad connections, and newly.deepened hat
industries by the .sCore, and land" could
needed' far expansion. In 1870 Bridsepork petitil
to cede' the section of the town of. Fairfield lyin
Ash Creek:: Part of this section had been known
the residents (including P. BarnUrn) receivec
from Bridgeport but paid loW taxes to. Fairfielc

It was, with only slight reluctance that Black
families had been dying off and were being
Irish laborers in need of cheap living' accorms

,6
:
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;ht in 1854.

he Civil War. The once
and repair yards; the

re finally' elosed4lack
n ships.
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)r were attracting new
!.taxed..by the city were:
ed the State Legislature
between Park Ave. and
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Eck joined the -city.
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other indepenilerrt .revival aNeared slim. Several orce;prOmilient,meFnv..,
bers of the community .took their own lives irt the 1876rrincluding Albert
Burr and Capt. John Brittin, who told family members that he didn't,
want to "die poof.'1

A
But a revival of sorts did start almost immeditely. The George Hotel

. on Grovers Hill, billed as the most elegant along the coast between
Newport and New Fork, was Opened in 1876. Village residents obtained
employment as groundskeepers and ,SeivanfS,,lessening for a time the
dependence on Bridgeport for jobs. An infkix of w,ealthy i/orkers
as summer.: residents; also helped the, local econoMy.

The George.Hotel, built on' Grovers Hill iri,1876, attracted affluent
hummer visitors to the village.

A.combination turpentine:factory-acid.works was built on the site of
She old shipyards in 1870, but this proved to be a diSMal failure almost
immediately. By 1877 the Bridgeport Standard reported: "The Oulfiiric
acid 'worksj having been a drug on the market, it was appropriate that
our popular druggist L. F. Curtis, Esq., should buy them as he has and,
more2ver, as he always sells cheap, it was essential that he should buy
them at the cheap. price of $8,500, which is cheaper than the dirt of,its

:nuMerous acres ought to bring."
Another long-standing village industry, a 'winery on upper` Ellsworth

St, failed in the '80s when roilroads brought in. cheap California wines
with which it could not compete. .For the rest of the 19th., century the
old village center, remained 'a .clecadent neighborhood..
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Beacon St. looking east from the .Capt. ElenjaMin Penfield House in the late 19thcentury. .

Stopping P9int:
CORNER ELLSWORTH and HACKLEY STS. The three houses at the

. southeast: corner were virtually the only ones erected in Black Rock
village between the end of the Civil War and the beginningkpf the 20th
century. All were probably constructed by the Gould brothers. of Black
ROck, who were responsible fotOundreds of buildings all over. Bridge-,..
Ott_ Probably mOSt:of their employees were neighbors since almost half
tbe Black Rock names in Bridgeport'city directories of this period Were
listed as carpenters.

,Brewster St. looking west showing'. the Capt. Joseph. Bartrarit House demolished in
1930, a Federal' period structure with Victorian additions..

a

r



The whaif. bUildings were in a state of dilapida-
tion by the end of the 19th century.

The George Gould,:_liouse q110 Ellsworth St.);
.bAilt in 1896; was one of thefeiv Victorian' Strut--
titres built-in the village center.



i'")317. ARTHUR. SMITH HOUSE (1893), 118 Ellsworth St. Bridgeport's
ubiquitous "shingle-,style" house with a corner octagonal tower was
built here for the owner of Smith's EZpress.,Company. Smith was a

ROCICniThiewliii'madiloocl'o' in downtown Bridgeport .and
returned to his old neighborhood. ; .

B18: GEORGE GOULD HOUSE (1896), 110 Ellsworth-St. Originally
owned by an oyster dealer, this house compleMents but does not
overpower the'adjacent Smith hot:tie by the clever placement of its
similar tower.

B19. HENRY BUNCE HOUSE (1893), 34 Hackley St.,This"baek street
° version of the other houses Was built for the Bartram :family's head
gardener.
.,

° .STREETCAR SUBURB 1900'--1920

European _immigrants moved into Black Rock in full fOrCedUring the
first years of the. "20th century.:Hungaria'ns and Slevenians;spilled.over
from the:'.;Crowded West End tenement .distriCt .seeking. a better -life.
Swedes settled here "esp.ectally. lafge.inUmbers, founding Lutheran
Baptist churches and several .social These..and.Other nationalities

. found employment-at the new Bullard Company plant on Ash.:Creek or
thendiRerods:faCtories that 'lined. the' tailroad. trackS in the-'West End:-
7the'Streetcar brought. profound changes to Black.Rock: The old center .
Was $Y.Passed, and new businesses We're.. located along'tbe on Fiir7.
field Ave: The few remaining 'onion 'and ..gave way to
building lots for hOuSes. In:the. years immediately preceding...
WOrld War I,. BridgepOrt'S population increased by' Irnosi.

.
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thotigh large houses continued to be built on the Point, the old part of
Black Rock Village was now, too accessible to Bridgeport to be useful for
anything but high-density housing.

Stopping. Point:
HACKLEY ST.-The flavor of early 20th century Black Rock 'permeates
this street. The'well-appointed' Greek Revival houses at either end recall
a self-assured past, but those in between suggest a neighborhOod of
inexpei4ive building lots further devalued by a proximity to the city,
d p and gas works and the, long distance from downtown.

Two of the houses along this block are earlier structures moved here
and remodeled, one (#70) a former auxiliary schoolhouse which had in ,

turn been converted from a carriage barn, and the other (#3,3) the de-
tached kitchen wing of the house al the corner of Ellsworth St. The rest ,

Of the structures, from this period are built in an unadorned post-
Victorian style typical of any outlying workers' neighborhood in the
city.

The old Black Rock Auxiliary School' (above,
c. 1900 and below; as it appears today), once an
outdated structure, has been converted 'for resi-
dential use.-- '

1



The old "carriage factory (5-7
Calderwood Court) also was
adapted' for residential use in
the early 20th century. .

BRIDGEPORT NEIGHBORHOOD 1920 - 1960

ed for housing diminished in Black Rock as the city's popula-
tion s abilized somewhat afteAorld War I. The last of the old busi-
nesses, coal yards and fish markets, left the harborfront. Their places
were taken by prestigiouS yacht clubs such as. Fayerweather, Bridgeport,
and Black Rock Yacht- Clubs which attracted''.a new class of people to
the rundown port.

Grovers Hill replaCed Seaside Park as the home of Bridgeport's elite
at this time and the middle class was not long in claiming the adjoining
territory: Builders like Carl Anders.= put up hnndreds of medium priced
English, 'Dutch, California, and American-ColOnial-style houses. A fe-:
verish boOm period resulted until the Depression put an end to the
prosperous '20s.

Black Rock became established atone of Bridgeport's top residential
districts, and successfully survived. the 1950s' flight to the suburbs. The
high quality Of its buildings: (many bonses built in poorer times were
upgraded during this period), its feeling of Community spirit and sep-
arate; identity., (only one major road ties it to the rest a Bridgeport) and
its .general physical attractiveness have helped to stabilize the neighbor-



Stopping Point:
BARTRAM AVE. This blOck is one of the most pleasant in the entire
city; an expressiOn of 1920s urban aspirations: It was laid Out by the
Bartram faMily, descendants of a wealthy West India merchant, whose
homestead (erected 1801) can beTseen-at opposite end of-the Street.
The oldfBlack Rock Congregational. Chuich was located on the north-
.west corner of EllSworth St., and huge elm trees (note the spaces fe-
maining in the sidewalks) formed 9n arcade to the Bartram House: The
setback of each house enhanced an open, spacious feeling and added
focus to the landniarkS at either end.

Bartram. Ave. in 1934.

CURRENT TRENDS 1960 - PRESENT.
*-

Black Rock began to feel some unwelcome, changes, in the 1960s..
Investors began eyeing old homesteads - surrounded by large pieces of
land for the development of apartment houses and condominiums. Be;-,
cause residential complexes have fin the MoSt.iiirt-beeii eXchided friim
the suburbs, attention has been focused on still-appealing city neighbor-
hoods like,Black Rock, to provide housing for those who do not wish to
own a house: Zoning battles have been fought in recent years by those
Who wish to preserve the area's "character."
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An histbric district 'has been proposed as .pari of the Bicentennial
celebration which 'would. protect the major part, of the old Village. A
vote, of the property .owners probably will take plaCe late in 1977. In
addition, a newly. formed Black Rock Community Council i5 exploring
means of maintaining the.neighborho6d's unique character.

Stopping Point:
ELLSWORTH FIELD,NoW a publk playgroUnd, was once the site of the
18th century Capt. Caleb Brewster hoMestead.

:1320.'HARBOR HOUSE APARTMENTS ,(1965), 15 EllsWorth St. This
was. the first large apartment house to be built in what had been an
area of one and two family homes.

,1321. FAYERWEATHER TOWERS CONDOMINIUMS (1972); 155
Brewster St.. A new concept in RotiSirig was brought to Black Rock
with the construction of this building.. Although somewhat out of
scale with the surrounding neighborhood, the highrise structure
offers spectacular views of the harbor and has beCome a much
sought after address.

ft.
1,

The harborfront site of the 1807
Uriah. Bulkley House (moved to
89 Grovers Ave.) is now occu-
pied. by the Fayerweather Towers
Condominiuni.
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Despite similar origins, SouthpOrt today looks very different 'from
Black Rock. Here one can feel immersed in a virtual stage set from the
I9th century, a place :where some of the fin6t architectUre and street-
scape design produced in Orly America continues to resist intrusion:

Southport seems always to have led A charmed existence. Its harbor is
small and shallow, but_this did not limit the horithns of the early mer7
ch4nts and sea captains. The world was their marketplace, and a horde
here was often by choice rather. ihan economic necessity. In the early
Victorian period summer visitor's from New York, Philadelphia and other
large cities began .to eirke. They were intent on maintaining the status
quo and preventing the emergent here of the manufacturing economy
they had left behind.
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The 20th century saw a continuation of the drive to preserve the
village's .simple charmS' as wealthy business and professional families,
able to live where they pleased due to, a good tran4portation network,
chose a Southpbrt address. The village was one of the earliest designated
historic districts in the state, and its future seems as assured as its past.'

FARM COMMUNITY-1661-1800

Unlike Black Rock, Southport's existence as an independent center did
not begin until more than'a, century after its first settlement. The land
west of the Mill RiVer was farm country, with a minimum of shipping
activityand -a griStmill.

First. of the exceptional fertility of this area by white settlers,
was probably made at the time of the'Great Swamp Fight in 1637. This
battle; which was reputedly fought at a site along the Old Post Rd. just
west of the Perin Central tracks, brought soldiers from Massachusetts
Bay and the Connecticut Valley to defeat the..Pequot Indians, the last
'major threat to English settlenient of the coast. Some of these men
returned to the area in 1639 to settle the towns of Fairfield, Milford, and
Stratford.

The local Indians relinquished their claims to SouthpOi:t in 1661 for
"13 coats, 2 yards a piece, and ye rest in wampum". A small.
was left for their use at Rose Hill until 1703. The minutes of the Town
Meeting for 20 Januar)i, 166 lstate that The"Thee Towne hath this day
ordered that whereas it appears that many inhabitants of the Towne
want land for a present improvement, the. Towne hath voted that there
shall be a new planting field or fields laid out over the Mill. River-..."

The earlyiarmers of Sasqua (Southport) Were noted for their wealth.
Hundreds of horses and cattle were pastured in the meadows next to the
salt marshes, :and salt hays readily available for winter fodder. Oats,
rye and corn, both for locar consumption and for barter,. were ground at
Perry's Mill on the Mill River starting in 1662. At least 80% of Fairfield's
pOptilation in the late. 17th century were farmers; the average farm.
consisted of 75 to 200 acres. '

Like Black Ro.ck, Southport (or Mill .River, as it was then knoWn)
began to'grow into a village around 1760. Although the harbor was Con-
siderably smaller, it was still of sufficient depth to handle ships of u15 to
100 tons.' A shipyard was started in 1763, and the one surviving house
facing the river suggests that the beginning of the community dates from
this time There was a growing demand for imported goods (including



.luxuries such as tea, sugar; and East Irtdia spices) in a wealthy provincial,
town like Fairfield; local residents found new vocations as Merchants,
sea captains and ship owners, thus diversifying the economy:.

The', British.' largely obliterated the fledgling pOrt when :they',attacked
Fairfield during.the, Revolution: On July 8, 1779 they burned "8 houses
and outbuildinig; destroying fUrniture and whatever: they could lap their
hands on:" Only one building is known to:have survived the. conflagra-
tion,' and it was 'some years before,, the village regained even a modest
degree of prosperity.

Stopping Point: .

The MILL RIVER WATERFRONT. was the birthplace of
Along the present Harbor Rd., laid out in the "17th. century, stood Most
of the early homes which were destroyed in 1779.

SI. WILLIAM BULKLEY HOUSE (circa 1760), 824 Harbor Rd. This
house; almost certainly the oldest now standing on Southport Har-
bor, was erected prior to 1706. It is of an 18th century type called
a "three7quarter house'` (four bays across. the front, instead of the
usual five). It Wk is retitodeled in the Federal period, probably upon
its purchase by DaVid Banks in -1816. A fan vindow was installed
in the attic gable and the elaborate 'cornice ''with triglyph orna-..
mentation was added. Victprian embellishments were removed when
the house was recently restored. -:

.

William Bulkley House (824 Harbor Southport's only surviving
tionary homestead on the harbor as it appeared at the turn of the century.
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COASTING PORT 1ep0-1831

Southport awakened with the birth o the Federal era. Families that
had been burned out of Fairfield cent ciiiriqs the Revolution gave
serious consideration to rebuilding the' shops and dwellings in what
was sure to become an influential pla of trade.

A 19th century history reported that 96 only 8 hbuses
stood in Mill River village. In October 1799 it was voted ", .. that a
lottery be granted by the General Assembly for the purpose of sinking
the channel of Mill River Harbor .. :" By tha r a sloop sailed regu-
larly, to Boston-, and 10 vessels were register in the port. Four small
shipyards were operating by 1803, and the arbor was periodically
dredged by, oxen.

The embargoes' and the. War of. 1812 had as disastrOus an effect on
Mill RiVer's shipping as on Black Rock's. A small earthwork known as

DeferVig' was thrown up at the mouth of the harbor to defend the
port. Many `ally owned boats were destromed or captured by the
enemy the "Rising Sun" was burned; the,,"kbse" was captured and
sent to Bermuda and the "Filanda" was:captured and sent to Halifax.

Rowever, the village's fortunes began to increise after the war. The
inner breakwaters, reputedly the first one ever,:constructed at government
eicOene, was btilt in 1815. By 1825 Mill River had 20 buildings, and

.44

Nineteenth century view of Main
St. looking toward, the harbor.
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.1 brig, 5 schboners, and 20 sloops with a total gross tonnage of 1900
tons were owned in the village:Business was generally restricted to the
coasting trade with Boston, New :York; and the Carolinas. Local produce,
along with New England manufactured' goods, was shipped south, and
raw cotton was frequently the cargo for the .trip north.

. -

Stopping. Point;
this section .of the HARBORFRONT began to take shape as the village's
commercial district in the early 19th century. By 1830 it waklined with
wharves, stores and warehouses, and. Mill River began to usurp Fair-
field's ,position as the business center of the town.

These early commercial store-
houses occupied the site of Perry.
Park along Harbor Rd.

S2. OLD STOREHOUSES (early 19th century); 789 and 825 Harbor
Rd. These.,two biiildingS now remodeled and converted to residenceS
are reminders of a time when this parti5f the harborfrOnt was totally
devoted to marine commerce. 784ierved as 'A clubhoUse-for both
the Bachelor's Comfort anclMarrieif Men's Relief and Pequot Yacht ,

Clubs.
S3. GURDON PERRY HOUSE (circa 1830), 780 Harbor Rd, This

house is typical of a wealthy merchant's home in the first part of
the 19th century. Itg. stateliness is .enhanced by the :long setback
from tbe road, but its architecture lacks the pretension of houses of
the same class built a few years later..

S4. AUSTIN PERRY HOUSE (circa.I830), 712 Harbor Rd. :Originally
this was a .simple Federal-StYle merchant's hOme across the road
from the warehotises. -The Corinthian portico, one of the fif
its type on an American house, was probably added in the 184 s.
These two houseS with 750 in between (built in 1837 at .a cost of
$5000 on the site of the original 18th century Perry homestead)
font a Neo- Classic composition_unparalleled in FajrfieldCounty, an
ACropolis of Southport.



SHIPPERS' BOROUGH 1831-1854
.

Many :towns can point to a single year during which the impetus, for
growth overcame the inertia of the status :quo. Fairfield can trace its
emergence back to the town plan of 1639; BridgePort, became a major
contender for the trading center of the region after the downtown streets
were laid 'out in 1793, and Black Rock started its most important period
of development after the town wharf and street improvements of 1802.
In 1831, the combination of several iiriportant.factors opened an era of
explosive cwth for Southport that lasted fix-almost 20 years.

1831 is the ear Mill River village was incorporated' as ''The Warden; ..,

Burgesses, & Fr\ men of the Borbugh of Southport". The new forth of
' government was thought necessary in order to better regulate fire pro-

' tection, stray animal impoundment, road construction, collection of
shellfish, and seaweed (used as fertilizer).. As the new commercial Center, .

,Southport was fleXing political muscle, perhaps taking a first step toward
independence from Fairfield.

Looking bp. Church St. to the
old Methodist-Episcopal Church
(demolished 184749. A corner.of
the Old Academy.(95 Main St.)
can-be seen at left. "



In that same year the Federal Goverr
construction of the outer breakwater,
creasing number Of wharves in the hi

:Bridgeport's 'Connecticut Bank was open
to the pillared brick building which is nc

Oliver Perry's imposing Greek
Revival Mansion, built in 1837;
reflects the prosperity,of village
shipOwners before the Civil War.
At the, right, an 1850's portrait
of:Oliver Perry anehis family,
on the side porCh of their home.



The growth continued. By 1838, 60 to 70 buildings wei
Southport, 3 times the .number of 10 yeIrs before: ,Eight
office, a church; and an .academy completed,. the
that !'more shipping was owned in Southport in proporti
than, any other port between Boston and New Yorks' SI
Vested wisely and several Southport residenes:a`cckfted4fle

, that never entered Sothhport, but sailed ItOrrt:NeW Yor]
Eyrope, South America, aricrthe Far ta3t.

Onion fields, which once covered the slopes of.
Sascb Hill, ObvicleCI a. majdr sotirce of income for
the. town. Belbw, 'workers 1°4c:ling onions Into
barrels in the late .19th century: At right, market
boats 'tarried onions to. New York City and re-
turned .with fertilizer for local farms.
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-Money was alSo made; in 'the Market-boAttrOe originating. o of

Southport Local produce ,corn, flou,r,.rii0e,10.,and potatoes .--- was
sent to New York, and loads of` Stable.thanilre..andtock fertilizer. were
shipped back ft) Southport. 3Oats also 'Went :tO:-..l'eriltAinhoy for coal and
to Albany for lumber and- deliVered theSe'rnaterfs'io Other Torts.np the:
NeW England co-ast:- .': ......: . .: -;'.;; -.:. f ; ,..

Onion farthing,. Which. was to..ilecorithe.inai 69....0:the.town for
- the reenainder of the'.cerrtury,:beganiaige-SCale'Fi'odilOickaiiincl, lgio._

It is, interesting to .note .that-- while many, of thp; .eat.fortilheSof:Ppstdri::'
and .Providence were thitcle:fronvtti. profits 'Of dhe China .trade, fhtise 66.
Silent from:the East Indies :trade and those of'New.Bedford.,NaOtteket ,,

. : and:Stanington..frbin:whalinand pealing,.; a .:gOod..deal of ,i5p0t)tp,ort'S
10th Century: prosperity W.4:d'ile. tal.thiss lOWly Vegetable.i'

Thelfon'..plant lev4 'ideally, Suited to the fertile.'soil 0,...SOlithitort, ..

Gieenkle d, and Greens,Faiths.A..labOr-inten§ive crop,.itneededgOnStant.
weeding and. caieful handling..Local farmers developed the noWwOrilinOn
"globeLsha " onion to replace the old saucer-shape in order to facilitate

.,
Shipment. use. of its fine quality this product always broiled a top
prFe at the Ne .York market.AThe average amount paid to local-growers
was '$1 to

.4
er- barrel: In Soi4hport onions were cured in. sheds rather

than in the open field, to mairitain.their perfect color. Around 1860, at
, bj,.hepeak of productivity, an e tim *1100,000 bushels were shipped From

'.*!.--is... th harbor and Southport ed ,as the "Onion Capital of America."
--#:: ' t.; 1



.. '
tbe Civil War; the Federal Govein ent.Contractea;With:lo'dat:

farrhers to provide pnions for the Union Army to help pre/.4inCtiEVy.
.....:;!:Anicing the troops. One resident at the time related .that -On saginOlays;

the streets of the village would be almost': impassable from
.ox and hor4 carts, lo.ade.d with produce waiting their turn at

The railafa'cl'-between New Haven and New York was comfil'Oecit:in..V;:.:;
1848. Although a stafign was built here; the new majoeniadcet-terirtitials

. were,located in Nor'alk and Bridgeport which caused a decline in Spüth-
port's commerce. At about this same time major steam boat linek::danle: :

SAW

; tiiv ig Tr i n i Ijr,1 Church Rectory (678 Pequot.kie.):is.:Ciffe. Of two South
port houses built in the 18305 with five columns rather 'than the
in.Ore usual' four orosix

2

into prominence on the Sound but SOuthport's harbor proved too small
to ccomnodate them AAggion for complete separation from'Fairfield,
voiced tnroughout the:..ea0'..40s, was heard no more, and the borough
goverumenteitself wadisbanclad in 1854- .

. .
a ; ;,;:-..StOpping.Point:

THE SQUARE ,,corner: Main St: and Harbor Rd. This inteijectibn was
onc,.5outhport's business center. The surviving old structures give. only

'i.fain't"clue...to.thefizirtner character of the bustling waterfront.
OEQUOTYAOLIT CLUB (circa 183), 669 Harbor Rd. Now vir-
Wally 'unrecognizable as such this building was once a warehouge
dating from the pgrt'S:cothinercial heyday. A third story was lost in 7,
the mot recent remodeling: This building was the first home of the
Jelliff-',Manufacturing Company, relocated. to Pequot Ave. in 1907.



'The Sbuthport National Bank
(227 Main; St.); erected in 1833;

04,, JENNINGS STORE BUILD]
much earlier), 668 -70 Hari
housed one of the town's
office. In the Victorian era
windows were added. At tha
the Southport',Reading Roo

7. SOUTHPORT NATIONAL
Private residence, this trai
building was originally a bra
port, becoming an iridePend
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GARDEN VILLAGE 1854-1900

':Southport's ante;-bellum economy was based on New York shipping
interests and local truck garden produce, so there was no decline similar
to Black Rock's when slits shipbuilding industry collapsed in the later
Victorian period. Southport was close enough to New. York and yet far
enough from industrial Bridgeport to attract wealthy new residents.,
Many who had moved to New York or had Southport roots- returned
summers seeking the solace of an old-fashioned village.

.Trinity Episcopal Church, rebuilt in 1862', was a triuiriph of "Cir-
penter's Gothic" architecture.

Mention'hould be' made of the town's institutions which either came
into 'being or were expanded during this era. Two chinches,, both of
which had opened their doors during. the boom years of the '30s and -

'40s, constructed n_ ew Victorian edifices. The wooden. Trinity Episcopal
Church Was built in 1854 using an early Gothic style. Destroyed, by a
tornado in 1862, it was rebuilt immediately in an almost identical design.
Not to be outdone, the Southport Congregationil Church erected its
present stone building in 1875, repla-Cing a simple Greek meeting.
house built in

The Southport. Chronicle,'a monthly newspaper, started publication in
107. Dealing largely with social news, its pages contain fascinating in-
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sights into Victorian, life reflecting the fears of a time'when industrializa -
tion and urbanization were making major; -changes in American life. In.
Southport there was anxiety about these changes and a .resistance.
them, as in many-Other small towns in America.
An 1868 editorial asks:
"What shall be done with those lazy, dirty, thieving 'bummers' that, daily go tramp-
ing through our village? Two days ago we counted some 15 or 20 of them ... Their
ostensible.business is begging, but their real object is to steal....;
.. The young men of the village sholild form an 'Anti:-Bummer Association' and

horsewhip,every tramp found within the limits of Southport."
Building activity in the village was constantly described as in this 1867

"Notwithstanding the high price of materials, a good deal of building and remodel-
ing has been going. this seasoeMessrs. Jelliff and Northrup .say they have their
hands full, and work engaged a long way ahead. The French roof seems to be all
the rage. Captain Wade was the firgt to, try it Mrs. Wakeman has nearly completed
her French roof palace, and Captain Godfrey has put the same kind of roof on each
of his dwellings ..."
SocW mores were also targets for editorials:
"SoCiableness in our village is at a fearful discount. Twenty years ago and less you
Could hardly find a.more social place.. Nobody just 'drops in' any more, all invita-
tions are formal ...People are too concerned with what is 'fashionable' Children
grow up too quickly: Girls ... adopt as much false hair and probably more false

The Trinity Church Parish House as
with its original dark color scheme.



airs than their mothers Boys ... think they know more than,their fathers and
grandfathers together ... In times past young ladies and gentlemen did' not have to
be so careful about being seen together for. fear of being reported engaged:"
Another article gives a posSible insight into the reasons for Southport's.
failure to attract any major industries:
"We hear it reported that a company recently offered $4,006 for thelit of 8 acres
opposite HaWkins' grocery: They intended to bbild there a rubber manufactory, the
location just suiting forthat purpose. About 300 hands would have been employed.
Of course they could not buy -even. at that price, for we Southpoiters seem deter-r
mined to keep out anything that will build up the place."
There are accounts Of. Southport residents taking the train to Saratoga
or yaChting to NevpOrt in the late '60s Nand '708.
"William Nichols, Esq. of Brooklyn will bring into our harbor his new yacht.
She is about 60 feet in length, a perfect gem of a craft, and will take down anything
in the yacht line, ever seen in Southport."

The Sasquanaug ASsociation for Village IEnprovernerits-Was founded"'
bya group of influential women of the'town-in the 1880S. They pressed
for parkS,sidewalks, t 'he elimination of eyesores, and other civic im-
provernents.,Anrarticle in,the Chivnicle gives an exarnple.Of their efforts:
"We have petitioned the Legislature in regard to the unloading at our wharves and
carting through:our srreets\of evil smelling fertilizer. A Committee .. went to Hart-
ford' and testified as to their experience ... A bill restricting such unloading and
carting to the: colder months of the year was passed." ;

The Sasquanaug Association,:also was responsible for havinkite.,fikst
:.iflagstone sidewalks installed in the village, r lacing the ofteif...niqdrar,:.,-...

dusty dirt pathways and later, the first g ampposts
rilttrination. , ,' , ,

TheTh heirs of Frederick Marcrancl:Clonate`d the iriagnifieni. Richardson, "
Romanesque Pequot Libra.ry-buildiJig.:t::thi citizens of SouthpOit:Ti tad
been designed by a fOrmerlstudeht of H. Richardson in 1894. Lcicated
at the intersection of ,VVestikraY and Pequot Roads, it was built at the

'The tequot library.

;:711°4T.,7,evp:F.1

It*
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At the far. leff,'an interior view
. of the Pequot Libraiy reading

room in early daYs:

The harbor business tlistrict.as
it appeared. in the late 19th cen
wry. At the lower left, tooking

. up Hjbor Rd: :are the present
buildings .of the Pequot Yacht
.Club;.renOvited:to fit Victorian

1:31Ow,,..1poicing.down MaM,
15k1 itdrehoUse ch ,Whi' ,. .

lias-liaeatiA0liartAtenaisSincv, The .old Italian Style Pequot School' (built 1855)

At the' bgttohi, {ice was ;cut from
' '

Parii*A041.:,;otitIlliort. and
locallY;



The Southport Savings Bank
(226 Main St.) was built across
the street from the National
Bank in 1864 -65.

Beloit; is the Hall Block with
announcements of coming events
posted In the windows:



SW. OLIVER BULKLEY HOUSE (1859), 176 Main St. What is-probably
Fairfield's best example of an Ate-belluni Gothic villa is still sur-
rounded by harmonious landscaping. The square tower was 'added
in the :80s, and 'the original paint color. piobably would not have
been white. Now :a private residence, this house became the "Pequot
Inn" for summer boarders in the 1920s.
CHARLES NRGILMAN HOUSE (1873), 139 Main St. for a
prominent Bridgeport attorney, this house is an unusual combina-
tiOn of Italianate and Gothic-Stick styles.

'
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Businesses flourished in the har-
borfront area before the new
center developed along the tr

Chrool-Ity line. The Southport n-
icle, May 4, 1893.

Below is the Gothic style South-
port railroad station as it ap-
peared in the late 19th century,
showing the. First Congregational
Chiirch in the background..



Ilhen: offered." As ,in most New England th'whf,:the heW*;:unrhigrants
it'ceived Only limited acceptahce at first.:,

Precipitated' byothe trolley lirie as in Black Rock;?fa'i,ie# business center
...:stion sprouted at the. intersection of Pequot Ave.. 1VIain St. Where

nly. a liVery stable and scattered small houses had been before, a drug
store, telephonesexchange, grocery, and eventually the, village post office
and fire depa'rtment .replaced the old,Harhor Rd: commercial center in
short order: The Jelliff Manufacturing Company, Which had its origins
in the 1880s manufacturing onion seed sieves, located its wire goods
manufactory there i 1907, providing.jobs .for scores of employees. New
workers' houses ned those already in existehce.::,

*.{! '!:)
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`...1410TA

'SO fr137(
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_;..
Thetrolfe5t,..c.c,.was responsible for major changes in Spiithrielrt, connecting it with' ..the.largenieities%f BridgepOrt arid .Norwalk. :' :41:74... . .

W.''

Stopping Point:
The INTERSECTION of PEQUOT AVE. and MAIN S. SouthpOrt's

new center contains small specialty shops that date from the beginning
Of the 20th century.

S12. OLD ACADEMY (1827), 95. Main St. This building is a :prime:
-example of adaptive reuse the village: Originally a private sChool,

,'it was used fin. Borough meetings, between 1831 and 1854. In 1828
Southport's first church services (Episcopal) were held here. It was
turned into a dwelling in th late 19t century, and:Was renovated
in the early 20th (not new side chimney).



This -ornate. Gotbic. villa .(175 Main St.) Was.built 'byOliver &Ilkley in 1859.:

AFFLUENT' SUBURB .1900'

The trolley line reached Southport in 1894, followirig closely the tele-
phone and gas lines and preceding electric lines by only a fewlears. By
1900 the town was no longer an isolated seaport, but rather was be-
coming a fineivsidential suburb and an-attractive shipping center for
the owners of the new estates being built atop Sasco.Hill and along the
shorein Greens Farms. The last market.boat left the port in 1003; soon
afterwards the Pequot Yacht Club took over as the harlior's center of

. . . ,

A few foreign' residents .had diluted Southport's Anglo-Saxon popula-
tion by they, turn of the century. The Irish began settling in the town by
1850, and were followed around 1880 by new arrivals groin Southern
and Eastern Europe. The Fairfield Advertiser reported that "Twenty-
seven Italians arrived 'in' town' and took up their residence in Hall's
13lock. Their presence is known to the citizens ;largely by a little girl
selling pin 'wheel adorned with 'elegant`Josetpse Her conversation is
'somewhat limited. But she can say 5 ants .# up the same sum "I



liyliens offered.' As ,in most New England tiew'llmryiigrants
. , Obeived only limited acceptance at first.,

Precipitated' byfrthe trolley line as.in Black Rock;i:fairevy business center
A,..4Sson 'sprouted at the:intersection of Pequot St-Where

:e(nly a liVery stable and scattered small houses had been before, a drug
store, telephone exchange, grocery, and eventually the village post office
and fire department .replaced the old,Harber Rd: commercial center in
short order.' The Jelliff Manufacturing Company, which had its origins
in the 1880s manufacturing onion seed sieves, located its wire goods
manufactory there ji. 1907, providing jobs for scores of employees. New
workers' houses ned those already in existence.

. .
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The trolley ,c4,was responsible for major changes in Southport, connecting it with'..t
the lergenscities%f Bridgeport and Norwalk.

Stopping Point:
The INTERSECTION of PEQUOT AVE. and MAIN ST. SouthpOrt's
"new" center contains small specialty shops that date from the beginning
Of the 20th century.

512. OLD ACADEMY (1827), 95° Main St This building is a :prime
.example of adaptive reuse the village: Originally a priVafe school,

itwas used for Borough meetings, between 1831 and 1854. In 1828
Southport's first church services (Episcopal) were heldhere..It was
turned into a dwelling' in th late 19th.centuiji, and was renovated
in the early 2041 (not new side chimney).

ij
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"BaChle.bi?s2CoMfOrt 'and,Mar.-
lied Men's Retreatf% 's'Efcial
club; took oyer one:of the onion'
warehouses in. the early 1900s1::'
pictured. are some bachelor
lag of the market bOgit
phase.d :put in 1903.

S13. SQ, HPORT GROCERY
bui.ding is, ark. example of
the` businets'..tlti
residential .to commercial wi

514. JELLIFF MANUFAC1
(Bc:4 Ave: A It4pdard New I
ofjown,to talc adv.anstage
Which included the lidjacent

515. LIVERY STABLE icieja, 185e
ing with a newklice (f00 an a
non-residentiaI9.buildings in



Oliver.Bglkley's Gothic mansion became. an inn iii ther..1920s.

MODERN SOUTHPORT 1940-PRESENT

Southport's ."channed :existence'. continues, thanki to stringent toning
regulatiOnS and a.Cot*rned popUlace. Changes in theappearance Of the
villatge always seem to enhatce its 'chat-in-L-4in as the renovation of
brick tenement,blOcks in the old center as Auxunt apatinientS'in the late.

. 1950s.. The village's outstanding concentration of early American
tectuie was officially. recognized in 1966 When it begaine:a State Historic

,Pisttict andlater when it .Was named to the National Register of Historic
Places: ,

There , have. been Darting piobleMs to be . sure a iondoininnim de-o
velopmftit, on Peciuot Ay.e.; for example; was constructed .despite fierCe
local Opposition, In :general; however, Southport'5, position as the most
prestigiottS. address :aleng the Fairfield County told Coast seems !safe
forfore the funtre.

Stopping Point:
P.EQUOT 'AVE. epitomizes Southport in.:. the: affIlieril. automobile age
Houses, along thiiiStreet include lovingly -Maintained. Greek 'Revgrel and !;
ViCtorian homesteads,. small. Worker? cottages renovated ". into
houses and .compatible sprinkling of new constrtiCtiond.-



42

S1¢.13EQUCT MEV S CPNDOMINIUMS .(191), intersection Pequot
Ave:..4ancl Chester Place. These structures ace built in a modem
atptation of Ciplonial-Greek Revival style and represent an entiiely'
itew;c4cetit in Southport home ownership.

t

.Sodhport.kiarbor at,the turn of the centum and today.
' id,
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B1. PORT 5 YACHT CLUB
B2. FAYERWEATHER YACHT CLUB

B3. HEZEKIAH OSBORN HOUSE
B4. WOLCOTT CHAUN CY HOUSE
B5. CARRIAGE FACTORY
B6. WILLIAM BOUTON HOUSE
B7. CAPTAIN THOMAS RANSOM HOUSE.
B0. . DAVID SMITH SE+I EX

B9. GEORGE PALMER H USE
- B10. BLACK ROCK SCHO L
B11. WILLIAM WHEELER BOUNDSTONE
B12.CAPTAIN WILLIAM HALL HOUSE,
B13.CAPTAIN CHARLES ALLEN

and ISAAC JONES 'HOUSES
'1314.,STURES SEELEY. HOUSE ,-.----1
615. ELIPHALET WALKER HOUSE
B16.0LIVER BURR HOUSE
B17. ARTHUR SMITH HOUSE

B18.GEORGE. GOULD HOUSE.
Bp. HENRY BUNCE HOUSE
B20. HARBOR HOUSE APARTMENTS
B21. FAYERWEATHER" TOWERS CONDOMINIUMS

. -
!"^ :

Sea

B4.



Black.Rock Harbor
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Si: WILLIAM :BULKLEY HOUSE 53.

S2. OLD STOREHOUSES
S3. CURDON PERRY HOUSE .

S4. AUSTIN PERRY HOUSE S2.
S5. PEQUOT YACHT. CLUB
S6: . JENNINGS STORE BUILDING
S7. SOUTHPORT NATIONAL ,BANK
S8. HALL BLOCK and CHRONICLE BUILDINGS.
S9. SOUTHPORT SAVINGS, BANK
SW. OLIVER BULKLEY HOUSE
S11.. CHARLES M. GiLMAN HOUSE
S12. OLD ACADEMY
S13. SOUTHPORT GROCERY
S14: C:' 0. JELLIFF MANUFACTURING COMPANY
S15: LIVERY STABLE

S16; PEQUOT MEWS CONDOMINIUMS




