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o K - This paper discusses job cpgcrtunities for vomen art :
"educatbrs interested in working with exceptional children. Within the - Y
.next few years there will be a significant increase in tbe demand for ’ '
art teachers trained in the uses of art with ‘exceFticnal children. .
This is due to the increased sophistication of s¢hccls in. identifying '

_ exceptional, children, the current trend to sai etream -exceptional

" children, and laws mandating the right .to a fre public education for
‘all children. Several forces, however, say limit the demand for art
teachers of exceptional children. Foremost among these forces are art

-therapists who are trying to replace art educaticn with art therapg;‘

E3

They are expanding their training programs and werking fcr
leqgislation which will ensure that new job descriptions be written to
require the services of registered art therapists rather tham art
educators, artists, or occupational theragists. Acticn must be taken '
to prevent thep from succeeding. The best preparaticn for those
jnterested in using art with exceptional children would Lke a
bachelor's deqree or master's degree which provides courses in art
education, art therapy, fine arts, and excepticnal educaticn, along
vith supervised experience in working with exceptional children.
Programs which train art educators tc scrk with exceptional children
pust have a fair share of women teachers and wcren students.

(Aut hor /RM) - . -

\ : _
ok R R R AR RO R KRR R R R R OR R 1k ok kR R kR R Rk R Rk Rk
* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made . *
* ’ from the original document. . *
ettt T TP TR PR L AL PR L L L L R R L R R L AL L AL LR LA LR by
o ) ’
Q

IToxt Provided by ERI



- . . US. DEFARTMENTOF HEALTH,
N . s 1. ‘EDUCATIOM & WELFARE .,
e - .. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EGUCATION

] 2 . -
’ . . THIS DDCUMENT HAS fREEN REPRO-
DUCED EXACTLY A5 RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN-
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW DR QPINIONS
- . STATED DO NOT HECESS5ARILY REPRE-
' SERTOFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ~

“PERMISSION TO REFRODUCE THIS ) .
7 ' { EDUCATION FOSITION OR POLICY

MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED 8Y e . ‘

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) AND ‘

USERS OF THE ERIC SYSTEM.
R Sandra Packar

\ﬂa
=
[
o

Miami University

{

i

ED160495

| "eration of:
. %

T v l\ The forces
\ education. N
2. The forces

s job market.

| w

various job classifications.
/

" The 'mitty- grltty”aof salary,

nation in these job classﬁn:afm,

* BCOPE OF INTEREST NOTICE

The ERIC Facility has amigred
this dacument for wnﬂn‘inﬂ

c &

h;lr; . ‘::i)

in @ur ,udpmgnl this decufment

. i also of interest to the clasing

houses nated to the right, |ndéx-
ing should raflect thair spacial
points of viaw,

4

A discussion of js:rl:i opportunities for women art éducatcfs

interested in warkmg w:u!h exceptional children must include consid-

whick are expanding job opportunities for art

=

which are limiting art education from entering

4 The oppartunlﬁies for art Edm:atc\rs to wqﬁk with exceptional

children are expandimg rapidl'y for several reasons.

Increased

' sophistication in schnols in identifying exceptional childrdn and the

. current trend to mainstream E};CEPtiDDal children (i.e., place -

exceptional children in regular classrooms) means that many more ;

art classes. Most significant, however,
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education for, and suitable to the needs

¢

of thousands of children with mental, physical, learningj

and multiple handicaps are going to public school for the first time.

One out of ten, or seven million,
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public\school art teachers will have exceptional children in their
is that today many courts
and state legislatures are mandating the right to a free public .,

of all children,l

Hundreds

emotional
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school-aged children are handi-

And this hjg% percentage -does not include the fné(ré* than
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four million academically or artistically gifted zlﬁldténa or those

' disadvantaged by social or economic problems. While, a_é of 1974,

L)

fewer than fofty’ percent of these children were enrolled in pi;,blic
or special schools, this is c,hangmg 4, Pa:i;én:ts all over- the United
States are demandmg and getting fequal \apprapriate, and the least
restrlctlve pass1hle education for their e:fceptlonal children. The

i

rc—::sult is a sudden increase in "the number of public school and
public agency pf@graﬂis for- exceptional children. Correspandmgly,
this increases the demand for spemally&rmned teachers. With the
current increased recognition of the therapeutic and educational value
of art acgtivities for excei::ti@nal children, we should soon see a E
demand for .art educators. spermally trained to work with these
children. . |

There are several forces, however, which may limit this
&emand fr;ﬂ: art teachers of e};ceptlonal children, Our trachtlonal
emphasls in art education is usually on group pragraﬁns. We ‘lack
the individual dlagnostm and pl‘EEEI‘lPtl\fE teaching methods needeid
to adequately meet the e}tceptmnal ‘child's educatmnal needs.,._
Furthermore, twhile we art educators are still trying to explain and
justify the value of art education for the excepfional child, art
therapists are busily enha,ﬁqing the sophisticafion of their thera-
peutic teéhniques, They are expanding graduaﬁe:tfainiﬁg programs
(the humber of pragrat‘ﬁs offering a master's degree in art therapy
has doubled in the past yea ,,;)S arui working far leglslatlon which will

ensure that new job descriptions be written to!réqujre registered art

'I\

therapists rather than art EC]'thZatGI;Sj artists, or occupational thera-
- .

pists. Add this to the presentslure of the clinical ''psychotherapeutic”

approacl, and we may soon sce art therapy replace art education in

the educational programs serving exceptional children. To prevent

this: art edudators must develop undergraduate and graduate



teaéhé}‘ training programs that specialize in art education for
excep’t' 1al children; we must support and engage in research on
the method@lc’:gy of art education for exceptional children; and we -
must publiciz ze the-value of art experiences for the -cagniti-i?e;and
" aesthetic growth of\exceptignal children, as well as for the thera-
peutic value. But we must act now, before-the situationzxzrystatl;
lizes. We rlee;d to insure through legislative action that 'a:.:‘t education
for excépﬁfanal children is not limited fGﬁDr replaced by art the’répy.
At preseﬁt ‘art is used with exceptlonal children in many settings by
individuals with a wide variety of educ:a,tlanal backgrounds and . Job
titles. Table 1 provides a description of these settings using the
"Cascade'" model for special education delivery introduced by
‘Maynard Re;nolds in 1962, and recenfly adopted by the Council for
Eﬁ{éeptianaél Children. Table 2 shows the various personnel ;u'sing
art with exceptlonal chlldren in these settings. (See pages 4 and 5.)
Within the public scho l system, the regular art teacher is
usually resp@,ﬁsible for teachingxa;ft to handicapped children who are

mainstreaming, to \children in special classes, and to the academi-

cally Jind artistically gifted children. On occasion the children in

he special class will be too problematic, or the art teacher unpre -

N~

"pared to teach exceptional children, and the special class teacher will

teach the art. In the SpL‘Clal day school and residential school settings,

the art teacher will have b en specially trained to work with excep-

tional ﬁhlldfen either by education or by prav1ous experience. Often

this pérann has been trained and functians as an art therapist rather

than an educator. Not all day and residential s.czhc:xals have a séparate

gtaff pésiti;}n for art; many incorporate art activities into other class-

room activities taught by the Special teacher, or into an occupational
w3

therapist's program. Hospital 'schools and I‘E,:ldl‘;ntlal .hospitals will

rarely have an art tzacher on staff. In these aettings the art

/ ;



activities may be initiated and supervlse by art therap1sts, GEEuPﬂt nal
thérapists paraprafessmnal -:t:cupatmnal therapy aldES ps’yr;:luatfic |
nurses, rne:ltal health technicians, lay volunteers. ‘On occasjon, for
diagncstis or therapeutic reasons psychologists, 'Psyi:hiatrists and

scu:;al workers may use art activities also. Frequently, the persgn"a

v

art educatlan or in art for exceptional children, but has an 1ntere5t
_in the area and was avallable w;thm the institution or school settmg
to start a program. Art is also for diagnostic ‘and therapeutic -
reasons by art therapists and l_othi%r staff in child guidance clinics
and by tééch“éré in head start programs,

Becguse of the vanety of personnel using art With exceptional
c’;hildjren,stl}g e,_duc:atlonal backgrounds can range from an M D. in
psychiatry or Ph.D. in clinical psychv:lggy; to a high school diploma
with a prcven sensitivity to exceptianal children, Pfaba;bly’“the best
praparatmn for those interested in as;ng art with exceptional children
would be a bachelar s depgree and/or maater s degree which’ prc:vldes
.courses in art education, a,rt therapy, fine arts, and excepti@nal'
education, along with supervised experience in working with
exceptional children. |

"Admission requirements and ease of access for women into
any of these jobs or the educational programs which prepare people
for these jobs should be no different than for men. This is not “
true, however, for medical and clinical psychology graduate‘ schools
where discrimination uased on sex or unwritten quotas for women
still appear to exist, In smge facilities for exceptional children
the admlnlstt‘ahar s own quahﬂcatlons and dlaClPllﬂE may affect the
E}ipél“léntlai background quu’lrEd for the job. W}ule no figures could
be found on the proportional npmber of men and women in each of

these job classifications, it ig] expected that the pattern would be

o . : *
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activities may be initiated and sﬁ?efﬁsed by art therapi'sts, a;cuﬁatignal‘
thérapists Paraprafeésional--jt;t:_fupafianal therapy aides, psyshﬁéﬁric |
nurses, -méntali healtii fex:hnic:ians, lay volunteers. "On occasjon, for
diagnostis or therapeutic reasons psychologists, 'Psyi:hiatrists and
scu:;al workers may use art activities also. Frequently, the persgn"g
ért educatlan or in art for exceptional children, but has an 1ntere5t
_in the area and was avallable_ w;_thm the institution or school settmg
to start a program. Art is also for diagnostic ‘and therapeutic -
reasons by art therapists and l_czthi%r staff in child guidance clinics
and by tééch“éré in head start programs, =~

Becguse of the vanety of personnel using art With exceptional
c’;hildjren,stl}g e,duc:at;onal backgrounds can range from an M D. in
psychiatry or Ph.D. in clinical psychv:lggy; to a high school diploma
with a prcven sensitivity to exceptianal children, Pi:"oba;bly”the best
praparatmn for those interested in as;ng art with exceptional children
would be a bachelar S degrea and/or maater s degree which’ prmudes
.courses in art education, art therapy, fine arts, and excepti@nal'
education, along with supervised experience in working with
exceptional children. |

"Admission requirements and ease of access for women into

any of these jobs or the educational programs which prepare people
for these jobs should be no different than for men. This is not ‘
true, however, for medical and clinical psychology graduatei schools
where discrimination uased on sex or unwritten quotas for women v
still appear to exist,. In SDI‘?I@ facilities for exceptional children

the édmiﬁist;‘atar's own qualifications aéld discipline may affect the
ex@erieﬁtial background requireé for the job. ﬂWhile no figures could
be found on the proportional npmber of men and women in each of

these job classifications, it ig] expected that the pattern would be



thérapists Paraprafeésional--jt;t:_fupafianal
nurses, -méntali healtii fex:hnic:ians, lay v
diagnostic or therapeutic reasons psycho:
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who runs-the art prggrarﬁ has not been :
art educatmn or in art for exceptional cl
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