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z:Gcing Beyund the Rigiditles of Formal Traditlcnal Educanlan,

Tndependent, Self-Paced University Study*r

. . by Martha Boaz, Dean )

- Graduate Library School
University of Southern Galifgrg;a .
) . . :Epa
& :il T : \
What is currently being done to accommodate adults in

- higher eduﬁation? Tcday,-many p8ﬁple=abéca use f age, méﬁéy;

time, job requ;:em nts, family, or perscnal respanslbilit1es=— {

) / ]
are prevented ffom laarning “by ‘the rlgldlti es of farmal educa

,i 4

tion. Society is asking and'expectingvmoré from the individual

and from the organization. This demonstrates the importance of
life long learning‘gnd of the need to provide 'educational oppor-

tunities for all. One pr@feSEicﬁé%ischDQl; Tﬁg Graduate School
. & . . . = it E ) i -
of Library Science at the Hﬂive;sity of Séutherg California, ha

come . forward with a program in selfap gd 1ndependent learnl ig

C ;"
to help those who are. mutlvated tawards th;s type of educaglon
- .
/

and who are_unable‘ta~attend Sﬂhigl hﬁ!a'daily or Semi—wéékly
basisg in" the trad;tlnnai %ghedulé pattern cf educatlon

The USC Library St:hcml was able to foer this prcgrAam
through a grant from thesRegéérch Di&igiQD,,Bureau of Librafy
Services gf ﬁhe U.S: Office of Educatiaﬁ.,xThe title of the
project was "Librafy School Educatiéﬁai Prﬂggéﬁ W;thﬂuf Wallg."

This independent selfspaﬂéd educational program, -was offered during

»the 1975 77 académic year
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The gencraiﬁgbjcc;ivcs End "c d :g§=ché program were:

]
\

. }
i () To provide oppcrtunltiEs for iﬂﬁcpcndcnt, sclfapaccd gtudy

to thcsé pg§scns th cannot, fo fiﬂancial' family, or personal

- . /

faascns, parsue traditlcnal 1 gularly ‘scheduled claé%és{ (2) to

allcw indiviﬁuals cc,pur uﬂ a degree or'ccnti&ging education

program in a manner amd undcr circumstance 3 ient to thcm,'

o e E 7 -
. (3)  to assist perécns to get an educgﬁian who must integrate
. L . T .

chclr :ducaticpﬁwich their ongoing lives;- (4) to ffc oppor— ,

érns ‘away -from specifically compartmentatized time, age

fation and work at all ages afid thrccghouc:a life time;

} CL ) ’
to hclp prcfess onal, carccr orlen d individuals become

more 'effective and more perccpcivé members of society; (6) to

“develop a J¥éETan which will assist individuals in their self-

cnrichmcnt_gcalstcgﬁbecomc more knowledgeable, imaginative,

' creative, cfitical,xandiuéefﬁl pcoplcg"(7) to provide educa-
tional ccgortcnicies to perSccs.whc wish to take responsihility
.fcf their oﬁn 1carniné;v.%83 cc in cill a desire for continued
cducaticﬁ and to prcvidcbskills théz wiil enable cﬁc Rtudent
to'pursce independent, self enrichment study beyond this partic-

ular program; (9) to provide opportunities for research about
independent -study and evaluation cfvthe independent, sclf—ﬁacéd
study curriculum as ccmparcd wichwthe %cgular traditional pcc—

-gram; (10) to serve as a prototype professional school in

)
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the future infermation needs of society. (l1) to place stro

ng

emp;aSis°on student self-direction in learning, and, at the

time, maintain close teachiﬂg=1%arﬁing relationships bétween»

studentg, teachers, and other people; (12) to produc

I

"flﬂlShEd" graduates but life-long learners.

not

lrthis experimental pilot prograﬁ designed té'assistuig"sggplyipg;z

- In order to fulfill the above objectives the faculty
focused on new approaches to teaching and ‘teachi ng methods. The
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ach teacher prepaféd outlines, modules

and study guides for each of -the indépeﬁﬂentj s,lf -paced courses.

. Each teacher developed supplementary enrlchment materdials for

the courses. Refined tests were prepared to measure the self-

ﬁaced as well as the traditional learning which took place in

the classes: The group ‘of facult members teachlng in this
j v
project met with_the director of the program, in committee
= - L
sessions, to raview and plan the work.
Scope and Schedule: Six courses were offered in severa

v

and evening c 1 sses met, one a week, six to eight times dlring

'sessions on six Saturdays spread out over the semester.

latter met from 8:30 a.

o
‘ ~ . .
Saturdays. :)

‘The

a semester and the Saturday classes met in "intensive" block

to 4:30 p.m. on the six scheduled -

1.

ime

frames: late aftérnaan, evening and aturday. The later afternodn



. > b ' ‘
. : EAgluéﬁihg; 'Ql)-Periﬂdic tests and exminations were
e _given in Eaéhﬂgautsé and SEUdEnﬁé: 1eafnrg a;d pérfarmanﬁé -
were gaméafé& with that Qj;stﬁdénts in, he fegular praé;am.
_ I e
s(é): An iﬁpgcved and refined student information sheet was
éd@in}é§ered thgf’rst'd&yvuf clgss?é. ﬁgg)‘R ; d pre tests.
of relévant preparation were developed for each af}therthfg? o
types of cia;sés These tests were screened for itéms whicgk

were judged to feflect sigﬁiflgént advantage to éhg selfﬁpaged

or to the control- nafmal classragm appraachi (4) Post-tests

" were also administered; thére 'was particular interest in the
. _ . . o,
L

results of one course which had two sectiongssﬂne in the regular

[a]

2 - = ’ L 2
program ‘and one in thekself—pacedi» The post-test

*

cores showed

%
[

that the self=paced group had a 51gn1f cantly greater gain in

learning. the matérial, but when the differénces in test scores
- L

were compared by ar 1ndepeadent t-test the. results showed only

slight sign f"ance at _ghe .05 1evelg This test tended to im-

=

d;cate 11ttle difference in effectivengss of the two methods.
o i

Eff,ci ve and ineffective.activities: Effective activities
< ,

included - the development of c caurge materials that -were Specialiy
adapteﬁ’tq Self*pacéﬁ.LEarniﬁg and, in ssome éasés,iéertain-media’
N ,
‘{ were very helpful. The réq uirement for currenc y kept the faculty
- v;I;rtj with regularly updated materials. (At least one ‘textbook

" will probably be davélcped as a Tesult of this. program ) According

to one teacher, this type of ‘study prévented the students from

submitting 'canned" bibliographies, calling them Ehei'-awn work,
Another benefit was presentation of sound course .content in a

time frame that accommodated individual diffe rences and allowed

o

students to hold full time positions and to come from distances

Q e ‘ ‘ » 6
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" more than 100 miles from ‘the campus. R ;g;**' ' C oy
Ineffegtive work was, to some extent, rélated to thé'
.- K - LT

-prnductinn of audin—visual matefials tn Supplement instruction

‘The personnel,ttime and skill required for production was hot ,
= s . * A ?-‘ \_F;
.~ always availé%le;‘ The£§<were_snmg problems” connected with the.

A Y R N

testing prnééduge;' The testing inst%pmént was ‘not pre-validated

. : _
; “and in'severa;jcases there was no control group. However, as .
one faculty member- noted, ."Every single student made a gain iny

score between the pre and post tests. = That méans they all
learned something in 1’:1’1e§c:ou::é,-*eg and it is statistically
e A N ) . ' o
;significantﬁyhen you have '100% nfvthe}class imprnving.ﬂ -

Signifiéantﬁgss@éigteé,data to baﬁcnn51d2ted in planning

'sn:h)prnjecggz It is important that prnvisionvbé made for:

(1) time for counseling and advising students whd are con- .
I : _ o - -
templating taking these special courses; motivation plays an

important part-in the success or falluré'nf the student; ad%

visemént should occur as far “in advance of registration as . _ -

a 7

possible; (2) *preparation, by the fazuityékéf course materials before
the EDUISES&bEginéESElepaQEd courses require much more in th%
matter of materials for student guidance;. (3) provision for ~

« : B s N
access to materia 15 Should be made sn that students will be

B %
readily able to locate neededélibrary and audio v1sual materials

g or in locations adjacent to .

£

either on ‘the university car

students' work or living EEVirQnménEig (4) provision for tutorial

1

letter or petsqpal~visits; (5) skilled p:nfessinnal and technical

staff should be available for medii p;nductinn and for avaluatinn
procedures; (6) adequate budgets should nj prnv;ded for the

5 - - s ] - ) . . ]

Q i ' . 7 ' .
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development. of the above needs as well as to compensate fscplty
- o o 7 \ o .
members who are willing and interested iﬂ_teach;ng the courses.

. . . B B 5 . “
Recommendations: For future or similar programs it is re=

<commended : (1) that am alteinat;ve bé found in the uﬂiVEfSity reg—

"istration system whiﬁh réquires c@mﬁlétian of the,coﬁiéé ﬁithin

ﬁhe‘sgméstef; (An alte%nate plaﬁ allowing moreatime would be more

|..u
W

kee p ng wi th the inaependent, gelfapaced EonEepﬁ of learnlng

It ShQ 11d be ‘noted- that this format Will require even more time

thzheAinstruEtor and the library EChDOl administrator, but 1t

~

)

pipﬁably will be more effg tive in Serving the individual); 2)

gthaﬁ regulaf up¥datin%}of course materials bé required of faculty:

for this is essential Jto teachlng and learnin g ff ctiveness in the

classes; (3) that faculty members be requésted to prepare all

&

materials for the courses, well in advance Gf~the time when

$he courses areto be offeredgﬁ\C4) that“étddents belinsttucted in

- : T o

ea;l session(s) about "how to do? indepaﬂdent study and thag;/

only,maturg, well—matlvated StudEntS besallowed to take the courses;

that a test be devised to check students’ ability to perform in - .

independent, self-paced courses; (5) that ﬁlans be made-for
) . - - o ' Lo
.studééﬁé!ta haﬁe'regular=contact-wiﬁh instructorg (when needed or

desiréd); fﬁ) that éré;tests, post—teg{g and other testing '’
: ’ - , . . :
instrumeits be pre~validated and balanced in'content; (7) that,
b * X
, ’ : ha - - L
when possible, che seLfspaced group of studeﬁkgf%% compared with

the chtrol grouguof students in ordéf tD make a dlrect statistical

s s

comparisan between the two; * (8) that other variations of the format use

e
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in this Experiﬁent be tried fur example tw3=wéekriﬁtensiv§

ccufses,'in which a class might be held three or fgﬁt hours
per day;lsixrdays per week for a two week period; (Suitable
i j;

‘two week periads might include phristmass vacation and £wo weeks

in June beﬁween the end of sprlng and beginnlng of gummer session.
(It Was hoped that this chl& have been d@ne,_in this p:ogram,

this year, but per sonneal ﬁés not available fo it.) (9) that courses

< v : e

in Slmulatlon and gamlng bé offered in the self—paﬂed curriculum

thse might be highly amendable to the flexible formats of self-

(10) that research be done in several areas: (d4) adult learning
and‘ the efféctiveness, in general, of self-paced independent studi;
(b) an analysis.cf learner responses to the use of media (particularl

#

television);in_this type of curric 11 m; and, (e). a Qdmpariscn of

self=paced, indepeﬁdenﬁ cdﬁrsesiyith those in the traditional .

format; (11) that the sélfepaeed coyrse foerings.be limited to

certain classes which best lend themselves to this format; that a’

dertain number of courses always be required in a regular full

schedule for a degree. *(Note: The self-paced course will never

be better than the well prepared and well taught classroom course
with a live instructor. ;It,dqes, however, have a place in library

education. That place is to serve studgnts whose work sahedules,

family responsibilities, or geugraphlc locations do not permit

ragular attendance at school).



some lﬁStltUEiOﬁ T agency Eponsor

s

In 1971;

. , . N
~ Another régomméndagion which has no beériﬁg~aﬂ this

pafticular program but might have significant ‘results is that‘

-a conference for an exchange
of ideas on non—traditlonal modes of study peveral instituti@ns
have al;eady been'experimenting and would have valuable information

to share. Among these have been Johnston Gollege of the University

of Redland; The University of Mid-America at‘Linééln, Nebraska;

and Goddard College at Plainfield, Vermont. A number of public

libfaries have also been involved -in indépendent study programs.

the DaliasrPublic Library entered into a grant proposal ’

in zaéperatiaﬁ with Southern Methodist University to provide 1earn1ng

. aid to Cnllege Level Examlnatlon Program (CLEP) test-takers in '

£

4

O
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five branch libraries of the Dallas ublic Library System ‘Otheér
public 1ibfaries'iHVQ1ved in independent'étudy programs have b,e HI
\ ’ :
Lo
Atlanta, Baltimore, Cleve I ind , DEﬂVEI,yMlaml -Dade, Portland, Salt

ake City; St. Louis!

L and WQplbrldge, The number and variety

[w]
[ T

these pr % rams 111u5trate the need for new types of learning

+

oppartunitiesvand they seem to fortéll future trends in non-

traditional education.



) ¥
h N
. " P
fnpglusigﬁs ) :

This sélfapaaed program éas, on the whole, a éuccéssful
one?‘ The.qﬁa;ityjaf théistudents and the 1éyei of their per-
formance were, generally speaking, Equal to the sﬁudgnts in the
_Eegular_prggramg The selffﬁacéﬁ students tended to ﬁavé fewer
inccﬁplete than students in the regular courses. The program
progiﬁed'a cufriEUlum.andx SQhedu;é variaticn that aéﬁcﬁmcdated;_
motivated students who, because Df.personal or job problems,
céuld-nct cqgvéniently attend school ip the traditional schedule
Df’twc to three class meetings each %eek; The program compared
“well with its tfgdiﬁidﬂél CDuﬁtéfpart.
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