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DNFERENCE SUMMARY \

S . e ' .
The E&Lcat1cn far A11 'andicapped hildren Act of 1975 (F L 94e]42)

‘xis now. acknow1edged as one of the mgst 1mpnrtant\Federa1 educaf1nn 1aws

| 1n mcre than a decade By uaranteerng the r1ght\of a11 hand1capped

' |

-ch11dren tu "Free, appﬁnpr1;te public educatian,“,&ﬁe law capp%g;§
v1rtua1 revoiut1bn in the ducation an7 care of handicapped yPung pecp1a

I

! Befare the 197@'5 se erely hand1Tapped children were sﬁut away in.
" state hofes where the enphasis was on custodial care, ‘not education.

:ffhasé(miﬁh 1éss phafouhd h n&icap5’3uch as dyﬁlexiaf ematianaT*disturbange,_

i';ior mild mental’ retawdat1an were ‘often s1mp1y braﬁded as “s]ow" Qr

oo troubTemakers";;s *and g

ored No one doubts that the nation's schao1s
have come-a TQng way s1n§ then. But it is stiTT-re1at1ve1y easy far"

JCengress to issue such a- we3p1ng prosTEmatioﬂ' It is, however, the

\

: task of educators to turj th1s promise 1nta rea11ty \
As with any great c?ange in social services, progress'is evolutionary.
ngé_states have far better spegia1”edu§atian'prcgrémsrthaﬁ others. In

each state, some school districts provide excellent services for

‘ﬁaﬁdicapﬁed children, while others do poorly. And even an individua)

‘4w—as=é-{§J " , 3
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'j sshacl may be a mpdel far "mainstream1ng" m11d1y retarded ch11dren 1n

requtar classés:but dﬁ 4'very poor jab of mdeﬂtify-tng S‘tudents with t

i) \

TEarn1ng disab11it1es. o A

With th1s in. m1nd, angress made two kéy dEc1§19nS in WTltiﬂg |
\\ L. 94<142. it put state Edu:at1an agenc1eg (SEAs) in charge Qf mon1— ’
liEn‘mg campTiance g}th the 1aw, and it stated that aach SEA must deve1cp
effect1ve praﬂedures fub acqu1r1ng and d1ssem1nat1ng to. teachers and

adm1nistratcrs.,. s1gn1f1:ant 1nformat1nn derived Fram éducat1an

research, demanstratTDn and 51m11ar progects;"! Both dec151ons ‘made

= =

E

I gnod pc11t1c31 and- edu¢at1an31 sense. - The siates, n§E the federaI e
‘ ‘.goverﬂmentr have IEgai h35p9n51b111ty fcﬁ educéfﬁah Aﬁd if schan1 Kléf/"
- idistr1cts and thE1F teachers are go1ng to 1mpr0va th21r serv1ces to
!handisapped ch11dren - W1thaut ea;h r31nvent1ng‘ ‘the wheel -- states
need to. disseminafe iﬁfnrmatiﬁﬂ ﬁﬁaexemp1ary pfagrams éndlprcjézts
‘ In February 1977 tWD groups of state afF1g1a]s respcn51b1e for
' carhy1ng out th1s mandate of P.L. 94 142 - state Epec1a1 edutation

i
he National

s =

dTractors and state dissepination representatrvej;iﬂ net for a three-day

thFerence Lﬂ BDston. The meeting, spansored by

D1ssem1ﬂation Leadersh1p FPDJEEt (NDLP) and asgisted\hy the.Teacher

Educat1cn/5pec1a1 Education PrQJect was an éétempt ﬁo br%ng tcgéther e

N 1ﬁd1v1dqa1s whu, whilé they may have overlapping resp?nsib111t1es have
in many cases been wcrk1ng;autonamcus1y in the QEme state educat1an agency

The farmaT agenda ﬂF the caﬁference sought to brief each group on

. the work of the othef - to tell special educators about the array, of _

L o | . . \

(.,
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federa1 end stete d135em1nat16ﬁ pragrems,_end to te11 diseem1natcrs

o abQUt the FEqU1rement5‘°F P.L. 94-142. Th1§ PEPDrt w1J1 tnuch on the T

’.\.
meacr-presentat1cne 1n§eeen areae,,ﬁ

* ’SPECIAL EDUCATION

v
| The Educet1an for ATl Handicapped Ch11dren Act. ;P L. $4 142) is ean—
7'31dered un1que among federa1 educat1on 1awe beceuse it 1ne1udee
| etr1ngent and dete11ee§fequ1remente %hat etates and schael d1etr1ct§
must F311owg, Other federal educat1on\1ewe (T1t1e I of the‘Eﬂementery
and Secnndary Educat1an Act Far exam' e) etete that faderal Funds mUSt
be used t@gprov1de eupp1emeatary educ tion for disedvanteged ch?1dren,
but hew it is done is Teft largely to state and 1eﬁe1 DfF1c1eTs The
‘detailed. nature of P L. 94-142 meens f1ret of all, that adm1n1et;e%eée;”“
: pr1ncipeTs and teachere must 1earﬂ of 1ts requ1remente -~ a diseem1nat1an
prgb?em in 1tee1f o , ’
The basic mendate Df P.L. 94-]42 is that by September ] 1§78 a11
hand1cepped ch11dren ages 6-17 must reee1ve a "free, epprupr1ate"
pub11c—educet1on In September 1?8@ the requ1rement expands to 1nc1ude
all such children between dges 3 and 21. Whit are the h;ndlcape»in
_questTGﬁ? MenteTéretarQetion,“deafhese, blindness, emotional é%eturs
bance, "eﬁthopedié impairments" and Teerning~d€sabi1itie5% :Dieabiiiﬁﬁes
that are primarily the result of “eeanemie, saeieT or cultural disaﬁv%ne

~ tage" are not included. 1In 1977, the States reported a teeig of about

L



;3 6 m1111an ch11dren be1n§ served 1n §DEc1aT educatian,‘about ? percent
“QF thé schaa1 papuTatiﬂn i— R - w B vt ! i‘ " lt-..i o
Twa kéy requ1rements af thei;ig w§re discussed at‘the cnnference

by Fe%era1 -and state aff1c1a1si-, ach handicigped ch11d must .have\an

"ind1v1dua11zed educat1un pragram“ (IEP), and each gh11d must be )
- !_"malnstreamed" when poss1b1e_ The IEP, an exampﬂe of a stingent )

requ1rement found nnwhere e1se 1n federa] education law, represents a A'
N fundamenta] :hange for many teachers _ The- law states that at the

beg1nn1ng of. each s:hch year, the hand1capped ch11d's regular c]assraam

P

_teacher, spec1a1 educat1an teacher, pr1nc1pa1 and parents must meet to _}
draw up the p]an’F@r the yéaﬁpk This plan must 1nc1ude “(a) 3 statement {:
of the. present 1eve1s af educaticn performan:e nf such. ch11d '(b) 3/z 'iAétgi ﬂ
. statement of. annua? gaa15 including shnrt ~term objectives, (c) av -
o statement of sp3c1f1c,educat1nn services to be prov1ded to 'suth ch11d
':Aand the extent to wh1ch such ch11d will be ab1e to part1c1paté in
regular educat&ana1 prngramS— (d) the pFOjECtEd date far_1n1tiat1qn and
. ant1c1pated duratTﬂn nF such servides, and- (e) apprapriaté objéttive».t ’,§5;
cr1ter1a and eva]uat1an pracedures and schedules for detérm1n1ng, on at
'-'1east an”annual ba51s, whether the 1nstruct1pna1 ob:ect1ves are b21ng
achieved." .- | : E o R | . /f
‘ wi11iém Schipper, asséciaté diractor of’the-Natjgnal Association Qt
. State Directors of Special Edﬁcatiaﬂ (NASDSE), said tﬁg IEP is cqnsiderédf
'anather headache.by many teachers, pgrt1y'b§cause cfl"misgcnceptitns" !
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abaut it It is 1ntendeq to be a management p}an, which beccmés the :f

basis fgr 1essnn p]ann1ng by the teachers.“ Teachers whg have been

us1ng the IEP or snmeth1né 11ke it for several years acknaw1edge that

1t is an effect1vé toni for piannTng 1nstruct1nn he said.

. ; He and Ju!ian Stein of the Ameri:an‘§;11ance for Hea1';; Physical |

[

_ g) EducatTQn and Recreat1on noted that the Taw Spec1F1c311y mentions the

i need Fnr hanchapped chi?dren ta have phys1ca1 educatinn But'studﬁes’:

’*-show that onlg ZD percent of these ch11dren are. nnw gettlng physmca1
Educat1an, part]y because it 15 nnwfbe1ng 1nc1uded in the IEP Ste1n

Csafd. g

| '.5'The']aw éisn states §zét§"tnrthe maximum’extént appnnpriéte,“
handitapﬁéd children shnu1d’be educated w1th nnnhand1capped childrén

h - "Spec1a1 classes, separate SEhEQll!?*Dr other removal of hand1capped ;
fnmn regu1ar educatinn envirnnments shnu]d occur nnT;EWhen the nature. .

'"; of sever1ty nF the hand1cap is su;h that educat1nn *nafegu1a; classes
WTth the use of supp1ementary alds aﬁd serv1ces cannot be giinéved

f, satisfactnr11y " Th1s is the much taTked abnut ma1nstream1ng pruv15jnn

1n the law. As Nat1nnaI Educat1nn Assac1at1nn President John Ryor ance

noted maTnstreaming seems as "American as app1e pie and hat dogs,"

but most teachers aren't preparggazn hand1e b11nd retarded or emﬂti@na1y
'disturbed ch1§dren 4§§1thaugh Fede:n1 and state QfF1c1a1s are sharply"
d1v1ded on how much 1nserv1ce education is needed Fon regular teachers,

. almost everyone agrees that teachers need some preparation or 5ens1ti21ng“

T

.« | Ey
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;»befcre they can serve 1arge numbers QF hand1¢apped stuﬂent§ effect1ve1y

P L 94—142 gtates that each state must have AEY enmprehen51Vé

system of persanne1 dgve1opment L 1nc1ud1ng “1nservice training af

’. vgenera1 and sgec1aJ education personnel." This, too, is an areg where:

~ state special-education personnel may need|the services of a state
dissemination fo1ce c {4'-' ’

Tom Irv1n, an fo1c131 in the U S 0F11ce af Education Buraau DF

o |

Education fnr the Handigapped (BEH) - and ch1ef author of the regulat1ons

 9n P.L. 94 ]423 ton the canFérees about th,”"due process" réqu1remeht5 o

A_1ﬁ the Iaw The Cangress1anal cnwmittees that wrote the Taw were.

espec1a11y concerned that parents of handi,:pped ch11dren Know and

, understand the1r r1ghts\1n deaT1ng with pu{11c educatian aFf1c1a1s

- Far examp]e, the 1aw states that pareﬁ‘i must be 1nfarmed and g1ve
»penn1ss1cn before the1r ch11d can be evéiuated to see if he/she needs
spe¢ia1 education. TESting must be “ﬁandiscr1m1natary" and mq1t1 faceted
and p1acements in a spec1a1 c1éss must be detenm1ned hy a graup oi |
educaté;s, not by an 1nd1vyé;al IF parents d1sagree w1th a p1acement
dec1510n they may cantest it through an informal or fcrma1 appea1s ,

- . Y

, pracess . - .

R

cha1rpersonch Connecticut's Surrngate Parent Task Force, sa1d her
Y
'graup fUPnTShES par ts for children whcse true parents are “unava11ab1e "

The actual aprlntment is made by a juvenile caurt Jjudge. P.L{ Ef-142
, , R : . C )
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- requires thet a handicapged child have a perent, guardian or surrdgate |
oy represent him or_her in difficult p1acement and educatidn decisions, '

And wﬂet about Seetion 5042 Th1s one sentenee amendment to the ,
. oL,

.Rehab11itatiun Aet of 1973 beeame a center oF edntrnvere§ in Nesh1ngten _

P

in 1977 beeause HEH Fbur years after the law was paseed hed not

_ ’pub115hed regu1et1dns tn put it 1ntd efFeet .JGrdups ‘of hend1eapped
-T
persons. p1eketed the department s ofF1ees erdund the eeuntny‘ The

; section states: "No ntherwise qualified handicapped 1nd1vidua1 in the
United Stetes . she]1, solely by reason of, his handieap, be exeluded
. from Eertiefdatidn in, be denied the benefits of, or be subgeeted to
discrimination under anyipndgrem.dr aetiv{ty recefving federal financial
eseisfanee;" - o o - | . - |
This 15 a standard c1v11 rights statamentﬁ but the regulations, as:
f1nally’1ssued by HEW Secretary deseph Ce11fend, mateh the regu]at1nns
on P.L. M-142 almost word fdr word. -What tnat'meens Tegally is that
fgstates and sehdd1 d1str1cts must eomp]y with el] the requ1rements dF
P.L. 94-142 or stand to 1dse el1 their edenaT funds, not just thdse

~ for edueeting hand1eapped pepsens.

-

DISSEMINATION

N 6;,,,’;?/:' * 7 . ) ) = E.L P

" The special education officials also.heard a series of briefings |
on ‘dissem'inat‘idn‘ Fi¥st, what are we talking about wherf we saj'"
&=
diseeminat1en?i’The DissemvnatTQn Ane1ys1s Group deser1bed a fdurst1ered

=3 | ,/

‘i » - *?"\ “‘ _ A




A ‘
| | o
def1niticn Fﬁ#ﬁg}sseminaticn‘ It includes: ‘ o
o  Spread.. Th1s s the "one-way casting ?ut of knaw1edge inan o~

1ts forms." P.L, ‘94-142 has several requéfémgnts that. fall under this
N First 6ef1nitian of disseminatian. For example,‘sah@ci Systems ggedsta
inform pgrents and guardians pF-handicapﬁéd chiidreﬁ,af their rights and = .
g respéns bi?itiES‘uhdéF the law. This usua11y means putting tagether a

A .
broc¢hure that hapefu11y is we11—written attractive and carries the

;o

essent1al¥hessage. ‘. ' S P

G 2. Exchange. "Exchangexmeans he two-way FTQw of 1nFcrmatian
preducts or Tdeas," 1nc1ud1ng “needs 3555551ng, needs sensing or shar1ng

activ1t1es such as Feedback From peers * This, too, is an 1mportant

L area of activ1ty fgr state spec1a1 educatian offices Ear exampie, to

develop an inservice tra1nfng prﬂgram, SEAS need tn get feedback from

L

This is he1p1ng teachefs and school off1cia15 "seiect
N .

‘tegthers cn_thgj needs for tr%;n1ng in special. educatiun

A T .Chciceri

| among .thosé ideas, mater1a?5— research and development pruduEts,‘

‘- effect1ve educat1on pract1ces and’ other knchedge that can be used for
“the 1mprcvement of educat1an " Examples' ig€lude the tra1n1ng of - N
dec1s1onmakers, seg?ﬂhes of resource bades, visits to a var1e€§>af-
!demnnétratian sites, or catalogs campar1ng alternative programs One
frequently hears from local schoo] officials that thera has been an
exp1os1ﬁ? of‘%raducts and prajezts in 5pecia1 educat1nn but haw can

K\(\

you choose which is best for your schoc]?
¥ . ) ' . & o
- : 10 g | :

-8~
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| 4. ImpTementation. Th1s 1nva1ves "the faci11tation of adaptian, x
- 1nsta11at1nn and the ongﬂing uti?izatiun af 1m§kgvements." Once a h

| school or a school district decides to 1mp1ement a\new program 1n
< specia1 educat1on, 1t may need the help 'of those who set up the T

original one. "The dissemfnfrion 1s nat compTete un]ess the adopting
‘goes thraugh he trans1t1on pha;%%w

district can be helped as it

Sﬁgcia1.education,is not one field, but a score af aften complex
speé?a?ties no reguTér ﬁiassroom teacher can be e£pected to 1earn‘r h
-50 teachers need a saurce of 1nfarmatian they tan depend on ta'answer Y

;quest1ons. Far Examp1e how can a teaﬂher determ1ne if a child in his
qr her class has dyslexia? And how can this chﬂcb be. taught to r-ead
sdesp1te this learning disability? S1m11ar1y, what school pragects or
steshn1ques have been espec1ai]y successfuT 1n ident1fy1ng andtteach1ng
dys1exig children? Problems such as’ these cbv1ou51g réquire a series of
local and state spe¢1a1ﬁsts far the teacher to fall back on. But they
also point out the need far a rescurce béée that has the answers on
the latest in research and exemplary practice.

_At the centef of the Naﬁiona]_edﬁca fon %issemination prngram is
the Educat1an Resource Inf%zmat1on Centef, fam111ar1y known - as 'ERIC. ~
Eegun 1n 1965 ERIC 'is a eomputer1zed system to store and make available
educat1cn research reports, Jaurna1\artic1es and the 1ikd. -The system

is now funded by the National Institute of Education and joperates

’ thrpugh 16 clearinghouses, set up by subject area. The ‘ERIC

1 a

-9
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Elearinghouse on Handicapped and Gifted Children is Jocated at the - -

‘Véheadquartérs of the CouneiT for Exceptional Chderen 1926 Assucfation
Drive, Reitan, Virginia 22091 (763) 620- 3660 " Many of the state

. ,§1nformation banks aﬁe tied fn'a the ERIC system. Py

LI NIE a1so has bnusted the state 5 ab111ty to dissem1natEHPeseaPch o

‘ results threugh ;ts “capacity bu11d1ng“ grants. These rants extend1ng ‘
g

. over three to* five years, a1an SEAs to des1gn or. expand upon their o

’ d1ssem1nat1on effarts The act1V1t1es are as varied as the states

-

Ehemseives The Texas Infarma ion Program, to take one Examp1e has 3
a staff af seven in ‘the SEA who handle questTQns for educatars across ¢
v the state.. T¢ go back to the examp1e of the teacher of a dyslexic student,
the system can tie that teacher 1nta what researchers across ‘the nat1an |

have d1scavered abaut dys]ex1a and what other ‘teachers are: dning to .

e

- serve these ch11dren Many of - the state 1nfarmat1an systens also Dperate )
v through the state 11brary system, thus expand1ng their access to the
educat1on-ccgﬂ@\aty. '
. o i : DU N
- Other dissem1n§t1an activities include Eﬂmpfliﬂg reports thag .
Vsﬁmmarize research on-an issue of interest';hclding seminé%s or
warkshaps oh’ an important issue (a common way to convey 1S£;L‘at10n
about P.L. QZ 142) or ho1d1ng "educat1on fairs" to display the latest
' products or techn1ques,1an1fferént areas of education. . t .
One’ of the U.S. Office 'of Edﬁcati@hfé most successful and cost-
effecﬁive programs, according toian inéependEﬁt evaiﬂationi is.the-

=

&
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Natiomal Diffusion Nétwor:k (ﬁDN)i The NON is not a broad scale approach
td dissem1ﬂ§t10n, but is rather a ccar‘d‘inated and focused sy:‘stem tu

he'lp school d1str1 cts se1e§ci and. impTement new products or pract'ﬂ:es
O*Fﬁc*laTSfFrc:m USOE and NIE make up what is called the Jodnt Di ssemination
,'Re'viiew‘-Paﬁé té analyze federally funded deﬁmnstrat”rgn projects in many
areas -- reading, vocatiomal education, bi‘liﬂgﬁi’eduﬁatﬁ:ﬂ, special
educ;at-ian and many more. If they are judged to be successful, cost-
effective and capable of beirng replicated elsewhere, the projects can

be appraved as exemplary onhes and are then eligible for NON guppor‘t.

Three kinds. C\‘F grants ar"‘e awarded. " Devel Qper/demonﬁtnatcr“ grants go

to the ar'lgmatars of the successful project and allow theﬁn to prpwde
materials, training and desmonistration for others interestet in the
project. A second type of grant, for "facilitators," typajga’i ly goes

to a stite or regional edﬁf:at ion agency to link devel opé,rgsi‘ and
interested educators. T‘he agency may , for example, deve]gp a cata1cg

of exemplary projects or hold an "education Fan*‘" 1o disp’lay exemphry
products and projects. A third type of grant for "aﬁepters, " helps defr‘a‘y;
the cost of taking on-a new\p@uct or practicg. A recent ev;'lgat*ian of
NDN by théStanférd Research Institute fourld that mor-e than 1,000
1nncvatigns had been adopted by school districts in twc years DF

L

NDN support.

&

Thomas Vodola ta’ld of hé‘»ﬁ’ an NON grant helped spread his Project

ACTIVE -- an individualized physical education prograrﬂ for handi capped

<
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children -~ to 1,795 pdb]ié andf%%hﬁZbTiq schoo! districts in 19 states.
The project was validated by the review panel in 1974, Since then, with
a developer grant, Vodola basﬁcanductedk"awanépess or training programs"
~in 40 states, worked with:abé;t 1,700 teéchers and administrators,
established satallité demonstration siteé in 7 stateé and provided
physical education for more than 30,000 chiiﬁren. NDN is the "most
exciting, challenging and rewarding federally funded endeavor" he has
been associated with, Vodola told the coﬁ?erencei In special education,
NbN and other dissemination programs have so far @niy "sc;atched the
sﬁrfaca," he sajd; but if the experience of Project ACTIVE can be
duplicated with similar projects elsewhere, the national dissemination
effort “wiiirbe ﬁaﬂEmbered as one of the major educational trends that
took place duriné the 20th century." .

The Boston conference between special educators andrdissgminéturs
a1§a just-scrétched the surface. Each group got to hear a bit about t%e
activities -- and challenges -- facing the other. But here, too, the
test, 11ke‘%haﬁygf P.L. 94-142, will be bhether they can work together,
using the resources ahd abilities of both, to turn the law's promise

L ¥
into reality. .
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