DOCUMENT EESUME =

ED 159 706° . CE ~ﬂ>»,,‘ ¢S 208 370
a AUTHDRE:'“;=-,,'DEStefana, Johanna S.; And -Others o
TITLE An Investigation of Feferents cf SElEEtEﬂ AR
S ' v+ - Sex~Indefinite Ie:mz :D E;gligh
.+ PUB DATE ‘ Aug 78 . '
NOTE - .12p.s Pape: presentéd at the Es:ld ccngress Gf »
- Sociology Conferenge (Uppsala, sweden, August- 14-19,
1978) . » T
_EDFS PRICE CURE-$0. 53 HC=$1,67 Plu: Eestage. _ . - -
DESC RIPTORS "‘Adults; *Age Differences; Children; Females;
T . #Language Attitudes; *Language Research; *Language
' Usage; Hales; #Sex lefEIEEGES' %*Sex, Elec:;mggat;on.
- : Séx Fairness , . .
ABSTRACT -

In a study of people%s respcrses to the allegedly
sex-neutral terms "man," "mankind," "human keing," "perscr,". and

"individual," 43 11-year-old boys and girls and 127 ycung men and
women vere asked to read sentences containing the terms and assign’

.
e,

referents for each sentence. Referents were ass;gned ky chccsing from .

~a group of plctcrlal ‘Synkols representing naleg, females, and half
- ma le/Ha 1f female individuals. Analysis of the res 1tz dindicated that,

although no totally sex-bound choices of referents vere fcund (such
as male figures only for thé term "man") certair terms tended not to

" function.in a conﬁlstentlv sex-indefinite mannexr for a majcrity of

subﬂects_ "Human b51nqs" appeared tc functicn as the most

sex-indefinite term, and "man" or "men" as the least.. The ccntext 1n‘

which the terms appeared did not seep tc generate particularly strcng
effects. (The paper includes a table showing results for age and sex
groups and an analysis of. responses for each of the term: . o
;investigated, broken down by age and. sex.) (GW) .,
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In the Unlted States Gyer tha past five yaafs, the volume of research

and writing én sex dlfferences in langudge has increased ﬁfsmatlﬂally

Many persons here taday have contributed .to this 11terature, wblgh seems
to have been at least in part prompted ‘by. the belief that changes in usage
are and shguld be taking place. . Following delifieations Earlier.suggested
by Furfey (1944), work has been focused on langpagé*ﬁhanges ‘due to the

sex Df (a) the speakefg§(b) the hearer, ‘and (¢) the person or

thing spoken

or written about. The last of these analytic distinctions ‘thus centers on ,
the uge cffianguaga ga ;dentlfy pErSDﬁs or whatever in terms of. their sex, K .

egempllfylng what has come to. be known .as fefe:entlal langﬂagé-‘ . ‘

? . .

: o
In the research ve are repcrtlng upcn, we 1nvest1gated Ehe clalm

paapla.apart from the sex ascribed to thgm. Theserallegedly sex- neutra;
‘words or phrases, dlso. s 'etimes called '"'generics,” are exemplified by
and the pronouns

té%ms such a$ man, mankind, human being; person, individual,

4

he, hlm and hls * Even thase that are denotatively masculine are assumed

to refer more generally to males and females. This view.of things dates
back at least to the Brirish prescriptive grammarians of the Eighteenth

*Century, who argued that the masculine form is pfcperLy genaric because it

logically encompasses the female. We may infer that in this case, as in
many others, logic is confused with sociocultural présuppésigiénsi

Recently, however, this concept’ a: the sex-neutral or 1ﬂCluSlVE ‘term :
has come into question. Some researchers hold tHat there is no actual sex- -
neutral set of terms in English. Drawing evidence from current descriptive
lexicoffs (e.g., the Oxford English Dictionary) and linguistic analyses of

literature and the media, they argue that such terms as he and man do not
“refer to women as well as men. They argue that if a gex 1ndafinite term

is attually to include women, special semantic markers must be added - lady
doctor, waitress, woman lawyer — which they also argue, diminishes the

importance of the referents. /
This ‘lack of aquivalEﬁce in Sh%é;ﬂg a referent is well dacumeﬁ;ed , .
in theée.current llteratura‘_ To cite one example only, Graham (1975), a a ‘Mp~ﬂ»*"

lexicographer, ccnducggd a."computer analysls of usage.of the 1973 edition
-of the American Heritagé Dictionary. She found Ehat out of 940 citations - ",
for he, 79 percent referred to. male human beings, 13% to male animals,.and

éf to personsg such as. farmerg agsumed to be male. She detetmiued that only

EE

#*For presentation with modifications at The W@fld GaﬂngSs of S@ciéiegy,‘
Uppsala, August 14-19, 1978, RC 25 Socdolinguistics: Section 3. . . .~
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4% of these clgatians,,fram the mDQL frEQUEntly used, uhl;catians in gchaols

subjegtg fid . othar axamples
‘We were thus confronted with cgmplem9ﬂt :y assumptlans, bnth af
- which others have identified as discriminatory: ‘one is that gex-negtral -
terms (''generics’) do exist in English ad” refér o baﬁh males and females s’
~afld tha ather, ‘that sex—=neutral terms 3se§=1nclusive terms.do not exist
in English. 1In the latter case, femalas are usually not ingluded ag part
of the referent or are so dlsﬁlﬁctly Excludéd that another terms must be
ca;ned_fgr them. These represefit extreme v1ewpaint5 for each pﬁsltiﬂm." )

_ vffﬁ'check on these ass ptlons, we asked the f@llawing resear h qizes~ *
tions. 1. Do the referemts of the terms man, men, . mankind, indivldgal(gj,

‘human being(s), persom,

with male(s) and femal (3)7 2. 1If not, to-what referen;s do geaplefassigﬂ
these terms? - o ' Ch L S

ya _?. SR 0 o o
We also. reco;ﬁlzed that several factors could very well.influence the
consultants' fzipmnses. Non-linguistic factors EbVlDuSly include sexxand
d/f

- age, Males and/females may select different referents__ ?d adulta m§V'f_
select different referents from children. So we asked 3. ¥ Do the ‘sex and >
age of the cgnsultants influence their CthCE of a referent “for a. teme

A pa;gégle magar linguistlc vat;able 1g that af cantext defiﬂed in '
this study as’ a’ sentence ,in which one or more of the specifled terms under

-dtudy appaar,; From sfudles in Efagmatlcs,'wp khow that ccntext 1nfluan:e%
the intérpretation of*lexical items. Hence, “the final questian we asked

was 4. ijﬂes the context in which a term appears influence the referent

.selected for it? -~ ’ R : , -
/o L Methed | .. P

Cansultaﬁts ‘were .selected on the basis of sex and age. One age group.

sonsisted of 11 year olds and a second, of adults whose ages ranged from
late 17 -to 25 years. .The sex distribution within each group was, for the ,

/il year_ olds, 20 males and 23 females, and for the adults, 64 males and 63
females. Cultural identity and race were controlled for -in that all the

:,raspandencs were=white members of mainstream culture in the U.S.A:s That
' restriction was deemed necessary’for several reasoms: 1) the feminist
' -movement in the U.S.A. ls predominately a middle class phenomenon and

E) what Ulf Hannerz, (1969), a Swede, identified ag ""malnstream cu;ture
15 ‘the dominant one in. the United States. Women and men in subordinated
:ulﬁures in the U.S.A. tend not to partlclpata in the same ways nor
«Eecaasarily to share the same sets of values (1nclud1ﬂg Feminist ones) .
The choice of referents by such persons is subject matter fcr ather o
research. : o ‘ : N i
There are’ abv1ously de"’lapmantal 1nf1uences upon the learning of

sex roles in a society.  That oecurs as part of the- socialization précess.
. Part of sex roles is language behavior; individuals learn to talk male or

people and the pronominals he, hlm‘and his, fnclude

'
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‘féméle'(Edelsky, 1977), with some differences showing quite early (Sachs,

- lieberman and Erickson 1973). We could also expect to find differences

in the comprehension as well as the production of sex-related language.
Hence, we selected the different age groups. We should have liked to
~include even younger consultants, but because the instrument we used -
involved . ‘Teading, we selected only children who were enrolled in ‘the
;ifth grade level or higher in U.S. schools. Most ¢hildren of main-

. stream culture read independently and fairly fluently. Below that level,
. we couldn't be sure that inability to read might influence their responses

mote than their cDmBrehanSLQm of the task -and regponsé to it, Subsequent

to that comprehension, Edelsky (1977) noted this same prablem in her
\ 'study, so had the sentenge read aloud to the 7, 9 and 12 year old con-

\sultants she included. We chose tot to read aloud to our younger con- -
sultants because of the p@331ble 1nf1uenee of ‘a male or a. fepale vaiae
.on their ChGlCES of fefarént. ’ . v :

. The cansultamcs rasp@nded tg ‘the 1n5trum£ﬂt in ngrmal clgsg grcupiﬂgs o

_'lﬁ a: scnccl setting. They all -respouded to.&n instrument. Qént&:ﬁlng 40
;Pntenges 37 of which contained ome of ‘the terms man, Den, ma,kind

',_indlvidualis), hunan E21ﬂgC3) Eerson,and Eeagle Faut of those sentenﬂes 5j>k

also contdined a form of the masculine pronoun he; e.g., A working person

-=pays his own way. The other.three sentenges vere clearly marked for male

and female roles, e. .g., The best man shouldn” be late for the wedding..
and TH® fashion model watches he: her “diet carefully They were included to
pfavlde several cleaf choices of male and female réferents

s &

L "As-a EDRSUlﬁant read each EEﬁtEﬂCE he or shgichﬂae a single chart
_Frcm among: sgven which they felt best 1llusttatéd "who the sentence is
talking about." The charts were lined up in alphabetical order in the
front of the room. Chart A features 3 male figures; Chart.B a single
female; Chart C a- ‘single male; Chart D 3 females; Chart E two males and
two females Srouped togethers Chart F a slngle figure half female and half
male spliced “parrically; and Ch rlt G three of these female/male figures-
The flgufes were based on -the i tEfﬂEtanal sign symbols for male and fe-
ale, with' no identifying pEfSG,al characteristicsg or facial features.
Oﬁé could think ¢f them as abstFactéd'male and female. The sglicgd

S flgures were an attempt to cre té visually the notion of a single "sex-
‘;3$ndefinite Plural 1ng1usivaness is relatively simple to achieve

visually by showing a group af maies and females (Chart E) . _But we ala@
included Chart G which was ja graup of these spliced flgurag ta determine'
whether there were some Equiwalence of cholce with' Charts®E and G, or
=whethai the spliced Flgufa signaled something quite dlffarent_

Chodice was llmltad to -a 51ngle chart for each sentence and indléated
by c;rcliﬂg the apprapriate letter from the list A-G under each‘ﬁenténcg

Ccnsultants fiﬂished the task by indlcati%é=at the bottom of the

instrument their sex and age. N
J .

] B *
i
{ Results

. . ¥ . "
7 B 7, R ‘ﬁ B B .,-‘ K -
The data collacted in the form of chart chosen to represent. a
referent for each sentence were subjected to a Component Anmalysis of



‘Variance (CANOVA) to determine the choice of refereats by sex aﬁd‘agé for
all items. Tables 1 and 2 exhibit the results of the CANOVA.

: fable 1 -
vCANDV%.;.EEEEEES of égé aﬂﬁ Sex upon
Referent Choices Air%is Items
SOURCE s  DF . B P -

———— I ———— - S S ——— e —

N

Within Cells 1120.615 166 6.751.

A (Sex) . 24.133 1 . 24.133 3.575

B (Age) _ 39.116 1 '39.116 5.794
_AB (Sex X Age) 0.541 1 0.541 0.080

Within'Cells . 577.472 166 3.479 o N
| : 3.98, 1 3.984 1.145 . .286 g%%@fai

9.139 1 .. 9.139 . 2.627 - .107 SR,
3.381 1 3.38L 0.972  .326 § ‘

o

. . - LY

Within Cells 2675.865 166 16.120 . ,
A- ' 186.746 - 1 186.746 11.585 .00L%
'B S~ 1958 1 1.958 0.121 = .728
AB 18.274 1 18.276 - 1.134 .288

Within“tells  518.822 166 .
oo - o 0.776 1 0.776 0.248 . .619 § é@%gfa
B. . 36661 ' 1 .. 36.66L  11.730 .00l | WY
AE 26.354 1 26.354  8.432 - .004%§ SO

- 6 » S -

MWithin Cells 4590098 166 27.651 .
el ©0.001, 1 0.00L  0.000 - .996
142.368° (1 142.348 5,148 .025%

RVB . 7 7 ) "
'aB T dur2 \Q;—%x\ 0.272.  0.010  .921 §

Within Cells  4285.965 -166

A o . 71.766 1.

B L . 2.818 1>
5B . 31.457 1

#

fhin Qell% _1563.664 166
i 172,502 1.
e B o oo.0.901 0 1
e, ABS S 5.926 1

-
v
L
rd
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~ Table 2

‘Means and Standard Deviations for each Figure a
Chosen by Age and. Sex Groups

(date from Table 1)

Ly

TR

Younger 20 CNS M {5.850 3.500 7.350 3.350 9.500
/ Males : SO §2.601 . 2.188 4.069 2.254 " 5.063

A

i
£

600" 4.550
.185 "2,395

'v.

.938 .+ 4.266
.532  3.077

=
LA
o
o0 0
—
et
et |
o‘
\w‘
o - wn

0lder 64 CNS5

M 14.609. '2.625 8.391 ©°
.»Halgs‘ D

2.640 1.759  4.648

.391  5.217
625" 2.430

v

.826.  9.696 -

Younger 23 CNS M §4.870  3.304 6.391

Females sp §2.833 2,285 3.299

Tt et
. 0o

619 11.714  7.746  5.794
.B18  5.810  5.439 ' 3.427
e

"Older 63 CNS M §3.889 3.079 5.921
Females 4 SD § 2:463 1.688 3.503

o

Table 1 shows the overall results and Table 2, the means and standard
deviations for each of the four comsultant groups. By inspecting the
' results in Table 2, we are able to ascertain contributions to the signifi-
- cant differences we find for five of the seven charts in Table 1. We find
: thaﬁ yaun%i@sles and females selected Chart A more frequently than did
v adults (g & .017), and there is a tendency for males to Saleét it ‘more
: often than females. For Chart C, sex is the significant effect. Males, -
,bgth adult and youfhger, choose this chart more frequently (p &2 3001) than
did females. For Chart D, we find age and the interaction betwe n'age and,
-sex to be significant (age -~ pZ .001, sex x age = pggg.ODﬁf? E’nspicuousl?,
younger males chosé this chart most frequently; that is the source of thae
age and sex interaction. This was the only chart for which the CANOVA re=

vealed a significant interaction of this sort. e

- We find the older males and femalés.ghasingﬁchart E more f%éggéﬁtly e
, ;haﬁ the yolmger consultants of both sexes (pgZ .025). This was also the
mﬁst“frequgnt%y chosen chart by all respondents, apart from their age and
. sex. - . - i ‘ v ¥ . - o
7 There ivere no 5i§ni§igaa§ differences faund for Chart F, althgugh
there was a trend toward sex differences (p<Z .097).
_1Fem§lés'selectéd7Chart G mﬂfe'ErEQQEﬁtly than males as aﬁrgfefent
for the verms under study (p«Z .006). ‘ '
7ALDDkiﬁg at Ehér§harts where significant differences were found, we
find Ehat Charts A'CBfmales), D (3 females), and E (mixed males and femagles)
were selected on the basis of the age of the respondent, with the younger

-, . . 3
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i

;oqas opting for - charts fépzes%pti g éi,ié ales or, females, but not bgth
‘and the adults opting fcr a chat C’) onta ning b?th male and female : L
figufESi A : : * . , I \ * o

Y BN

i;gn;fiﬂant sex differen;es 13ithe=chalce “of chatts across all ltems.‘ ‘

showed up in the predOmlnaﬂtly male choice (across age) of the chart show- -

Lt —

ing a single maLe figure. (C); and females of both age groups most often :
selected a chart’'showing a group of spliced male/female figures as a

referent for the items they haé salecteq

'
. L]

.' The single Slgﬁlflcaﬂt 1ntéfaat1@n between age and sex was i%_thé
_ CthCE of Chart D, depicting a grdup.of females, where we found younger
rales and femaies EhﬂSlﬁg the chart ag~f referent as well as females of.all
o ages. Thus, the group to chose this chart the: least frequently af all con+
P " sultants were the adult males. . : t
. N -
We alsD have lnfarmatlan as to Ehe charts most and’ least fréquently
chosen as referants by the total group of consultants. Char¥ E was the
‘most frequeﬁﬁlg selected referent - a group of males and females. It A
accounts for almost 26.5% of all referent choices, The second most fre- e
quently chasan referent was the single spliced male/female figure, account- .
ing for 18.1% of all chaices. The th;rd most frequently chosen was Chart C,
4 . the single male.figure, garnering 17.54% of all r fferent ‘choices. TFourth -
s “in "popplarity' was Chart G, the. group of spilcgd figures (12. 54!), trailed
by Charjt A; the group of male figures (11.277%). Without a doubt, the two . =~
least fréquently*abasen charts: were B and D, the single females and group

o . of fenales respectively at 6% far B and 5. 39% for D.

[

o B The-EANDVA shaﬁs that cgrtaiﬁvrafafent choices correlated sigﬁifiéanfiy
. with age and’séX across all the terms studied. Percentage of referent choice® :»

o x;._ gives.us data on most'''popular"- to least "popular" cheices irrespective of
) age .and sex. But we also wanted £o know in what ways the speclflc terms
related“to the ref%rents ‘chosen. | .
'

‘ To examine possible coftext effect, we clistered the sentences contain~
¢ ing the same term. Sentence/set men, 5 sentences,'shawed some c¢ontext &ﬁ;
differentiation with main referent choices being the chart plcturlng Ja; gro
" of males, (A) at 36.5% and the chart pictuflng a group of males and females at

30.4%. A

5 : N - . ' K
= : 7 ;

T ‘Person, the tafget referent in 4 sentences, demonstrated a pattern of
. referent thoices which, were much more evenly distrlbuted across the charts
- than ‘for nen.. However, for the sentence’''The’ overweight person should con- _
' sider dieting.'’, the major referent choice was the single female figure . L
(37% for Ch%;t B)., with the spliced fe/male figure (Chart F) a low second -
at 18.87 of the raspcnsesnx For the other 3 sentences cungalnlng person,

_ .-Chart ¢, single male, was selected slightly more frequently than any other
- referent. People, the target term in 4 sentences, demonstrates a djfferent

response pattérn from'its singular form person.and one showing little ke
context effect. The overwhelming referent choice 1s the group of males
. -and females (Chart E) which accounts for)32.75% of -all choices. This and =
. the two spliced E;gur§§chart5 account fu{ 72.57% of.all.choices of:referents.
Pl 5 L .
b J
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A Individuai the targét term in 4 septences; demonstrates a bimodal
 schoice in that the charts chosen most ¢ Sgsistaﬂtlv-as referents . are the |
N T " single .spliced figure (Charts F at 30.5%). and the single male figure

: (QE§tts-C at 22%). The senténce, "The individual hag certain r#ghts {nm ‘
‘Am@rica. ", -deviated from this pattern in that the group of. males and fex
pales (Chart E) was the highest choice at 35. 27, - Individuals, the tarfget
word in'4 sentences, demonstrated few,*if any, context effects in that the
charts prtESEﬂElﬂg bath males and femaleg CE F & T) were the most ffe— .
quenﬁly chosen ~ 64 ﬁ/. ’ : LT o .. -

s R o g L

Humag elng, %%E target term in 4° sentenzas, is much like ;nd1v1duals,
.in that Charts E, F & & account. for 70.5% off ajl’ referent chaifgs, with the
chart depicting a group of males and females the: singlé most ‘frequént choice
at 38,77, eveh though the term is singular. The.plural human beings, the
tafg%é Eéfm in 4 SEﬁEEﬁEES, also demmnstrates the "same chaice ‘pattern of
‘Charts E, T & G, with E and, G accounting for 64.5% of éll,chéigié, and
includlng F, 82% of all choices. The one ?3551ble context -effedt probably
has sémethlng to do with féa;tlaﬁ to the spliced figyres. TFor the sentence
"Human beings afﬁfin@éfféﬁﬁ. , the charts depicting g group of spliced {*
'flgugez (G), and the E;ngle spllced figure (F) r2c21vad 8% Df tha raspansas-

- =,

b4

. Manklnd the target, term of 3 sentences, shaws 1ittle coptext affect as
it generally follows the pattern of ‘human beings, indivlduals and people,
w1th 65.5% of :hQLcey For Charts E, F & G. However, the group of males
Ehart (A) is the third highést referent choice (17 8%) which 1s not the
‘case Wwith human belngs ‘individuals and people. " A“context effect (p~é; 0ol)
- ©ig pcssibly due again to the spllced figures. For the sentence "Mankiﬁd

faces an uncertain futurg.", Charts F and G showing these f;gures accguuted
* for 53% of all choicés. . :

-

AR
. .+~ TFinally, 'we can alsg, consider - Ehe é%fact of farmg af the pronoun he in

", ' dentences. For the sentends "Man must trust himself. "y 587 of réferent

= —_—
choices were the male Figures (Charts A and C), which was almost equal to
the 59% choice. of these chatts for the sentence "Man has a. baSlgslly violent
‘nature?" TFor the septence "The working person pays ‘his own way.", the'single
! ) _ largest percentage of choices (31.69%) of any chart fcf all sentences contain-
ing person-was the choice of a single male figure (Chart C) as referemt for
that sentence. We found almcst the -same pattern in the sentence "A wise
individual knows his¢limits.", where the single male figure (Chart C) was the
highest of any male rEfEfEﬁt choices (29%) for iﬁdlvidgal SEntEﬂ:ES and one

N

1

i' of the highest choices' of any referent in that set. The single counter case
we find is the major referent far the sentence "The human being uses his
v hyman being
, dintelligence to solve problems." The .overwhelming choice was: the group up of
male and femala figures (E) at 35%. . . L .

Finaliy we analysed tha data according to responge to referents by sex
and: age for each so-called sex-neutral term we studied. CANOVA‘was uged to ..
analyze respomses to referéﬂts across all terms, but it's obviously important

. . to look at the respunses to terms individually to try to discerm more specific
L patterns of response. cChi- -gquare tests were LSEd to datermlna gignificance
o of differences in Tesponse by age and sex.




o A o . 8
_ One comparison made “was Qf respanéss tg the refereﬂts Cbapréséntéd
W . .. by the figuYes on the -charts) by sex within and across: tha sga groups;
"~ esg., clildren aﬂd ‘adults, m§n 2nd wen. “For ‘the senteficy "Tha world
needs honest men."”, we found a genefal sex éEfEEE in that palas of z';
‘both ages chose the single male raferent (Chart C) more freguently thap
-~ females who' choge Chart E (mixed nmsles and females) most frequently: /. -
" (p«.01). For man in "No man can pradict the futuye vith cerdalnty.”, .
we found sex effects within one age grouping iz that yﬂuhget nalas- s
lecteéd mixed malés and femalds (Chart E) mare fréquently thah younger
females who.tended to chdogé aithéf 3 gyoup of malgs (A) o1 a gpligéd

. flgure (F) é]p g 04). / -

. v For -Mank;nd entered the space agg iﬂ the 1950's &ﬁhe ﬁdult mﬂle% |
B - and females showed significant diffetences in reféf&uﬁ Qhﬂiié§ nales . (

chosing a single male (C) andwixed males gnd females (E), and fewsles _
chosing either the group ‘of males (&) ox the Spliﬂed fé/ﬂalé figufe CF)

) (p & .0045). There was also ap oyerall sex effect, across age, in the. = -
S direction of Qhﬂlcé af a slnglg mgla () Ey maleé and g gfgup gf males .
’ot (A) by females. : : . . .
i \ . . . o . "3& , - . & N P ) ’

Lgaklng at the term lndlvldugl, Wwe fcund a clear piéﬁuré when 1t was* o
combined with his as in "A wige 1ndi?idual.kﬂﬂw% his iitdes. ! “Adult- ‘males

chose a singlé male figure (C) more ffequently*(pgg 03)" Ehaﬂ anyoha glgg_ : .
For "'ldlviduals need to be challenged.”", and 'The é&é%léégél has Qarﬁaiﬂ

. rights-in America.", we found the following significant Set. dif
- _across ages. For the first semtepce, wales tended to chooge ﬁhE%ChafC de~
picting the single male figures (¢) while femglas chose ﬂmgt fraquently
either mixed males and femaleg (E) o7 the grosp of splited figgfgg () -4

(p <£.009). TFor the second sentepcéd ; males tended td .chogse the chart.de~’
picting a single Rale (C), while fgmgles ﬁanﬁgd ts Qhﬂ@sé thé &iﬁgle famale
(B) as referent Cp€§§ .008) . o .

. * The diféctian of the seg iiffefén225 infreféfent gh@lqag faﬁ thg téfﬁ
person was as follows. In "The Working person pays his -ovn way. "\ we hgvaﬂ
the his present as another teym uyder study. The fésu%§§ indicate that?
malas tended to choosd as referemts the single male figure (CY and the
ggfaﬂp of males (A), while females tended toward the spticeq figure (¥) L
1 (p<2.02). TFor the sentence, "A ywise person spends -money Qaﬁafully LT

" young and adult males chose the single male figure (C) most fbéqu&ﬂtl? 35
- the referent for person, while females of both ages tendeq to chobdse the.
single female (E) ‘These diffarehqes ware signifieanE at thg OGE leVél-~

Fgr the Eerm human being, ve faumd a similar Psttarﬁ of tagponges but
with one difference. For the semxtance "The humay being iy sz2id to be made
in God's images’', males tended to chogse a single. male figure (C), while o
females tended>to choose the splicad figuté (F). This diﬁfgrgagx W§s signifi-~ - i
cant at .01. Hovever, for '"One day human beings will ldve in apace.'; bothd )
males and females chose male téfer&ﬂﬁ%, although maies tended tg thoose the .

E single mala (C) and females the* group af males (4) Cpégg 02). TYor "Every ‘ L
* hufian Eing has a right to 1ife.'", the significant differences yere betyeen, !

A ~£ sexes in the adult age group. Males tended to choose 'a single wale re eteﬂt .
(C), while fémElES tended to choose the spliced flguras (F. gmd ¢) Cpég; 04).
- Y : , v N e
B ~ . . B M
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Generally, we-could cancluda thaﬂ wﬁsré signjficant sex differences
appear in reférent choices, nales ‘tendeq to choose pale figures as -referents,
"and females ténded to ghDsE either males and femal #&d or spliced or = °
famale figures as referents. . S = :

5
7

- nging age diffarences in response pgttérns as the magnr factor
«rather than sex differences, we foynd th§ﬁ for ong sentence only, "No man
cam predict the future w1tﬁgﬂert31nty ,» did ghe . chiildren show greater
consensus Df referent chaizeé thao the adylts. Thus, ore major result of
- - the Chi Squafe aﬂ3i§51s was the flhdiﬂg ﬁhai adult male§ and females achieved-
4 significant consensus as to refevant' cpolce for 5 term in 16 gentences out
of «the 37. suppcsedly SEX*néuﬁral onas {n-the instrypents The direction of
- thezr choice may -have been toward wyixed mgle and female reférents for.a-
tefm as the CANOVA showed, but thera iy conseusus, Hoyever, there were , ;
sentences to which the. rSprﬂses wate Nog Sigﬁiflgaﬂt either dccording to ;
‘sex-of age or both, dEMDﬂstrétlng ng sigﬁlfiéant Qgﬂﬁaﬂgug or split in~ - i .
choice of raferent. » , ‘. e o L~

=

Surveying the terms includad in the gtudy, the proodun he was the cnly
one which showed Slgﬂlficanﬂé in refereany choices across all sentences in
‘which it appeared. - All the other so-calied sex-neurral terms, man, men,
mankind, human b81ﬁg(3)g individual(s), person, and people, were found at
'? least once.in sentences demaﬂstratiﬂg o %igﬁlleaﬂgé differences in refer— -
~ent chmlces. . » _ S ; .
. ) _ \ o | | -

Ta i' - Discusgion and Cﬂﬂglu§ibﬂ5 - ‘ oo -

Ccnsldering the research quegt;@ns 1) FG the fgférents of the so-
called sex-indefinite terms tUndey stydy include both Malés and females? e
“and 2) If not, ‘to What referents did the consultantg asslan the terms? _
The -results indicate that- although the fefeiénﬁs thsén for EhEe%pEclflc
ferms may include both males and fam312§ ouk data fall to suppart the . - v .
fiotion of a. can51gtaﬁ&1y sex-lndefinite té?@ in English due to the direc-— -
tion of the choices of referents. Whilé we foppnd po totally sex—bound
choices of 'referents such as male flgufsg only for the teérm man, we
found significant patterns in the frequency of choices of referents-which
imdicate that for a portion of majority of our congultanfs certain terms
or lnstances “of those terms tended uot to fuhation in a Cansisﬁéntly sex—

,  indefimite manner. For exawple, the major choiceé ¢f Teféremt for the -

- sentence "An overweight person should consider dleging." was the single
female figure (Cliart B), whicH, alopg With the groyp Of fenales (Chart D),

was the 1&532 chosen referent across all terms., For 'Haﬂ must trust in ' e
himself.", we found the major fefeieht %Qléctlﬂn Was the single male :
figure (C) ] _ o . A o . k

We were ablééﬁa scale our results in termé'afgfeférénf‘gﬁaiéa along
a continuum from most sex-imdefinite t0 lasst sex-jndefinite based on -the
o Cconsensus achieved among the four consultapt groups (adult males and ‘ '
Eaﬁales, boys afid girls). Hugan being(y) asppPeared to fumctiom, as the most.
sex-indefinite term, refereﬁt choices being Charts:g, F and G, those depict—.
ing males and' females together in some Cogblnation, P&ople alsa seemed to
JEUﬂEtiDB in much the same manner as hg@an bgiﬁg,? Individualrs) aﬂﬁjEEfSDn : .

’ ’ .
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fuﬁctiaﬁed in a less. sag—lndEEinite maﬁﬁer:iﬂ that male rgfeféats ware .
sented an EVén more varied raferent chaice. ‘Mapn and%mem are definital .
the least sex-inclusive terms studied, with mogt referent tHolces being o
the male flgufES (Charts A and C). Ev1dently pah and men tended to be ' :
pergeived as terms IEfErflngltD Eales, bcth by males and females- o e

Thus , 1ﬂ our data, referent choice pfesénts a mixed pigture but wiﬁh .
trends toward a consensus about the sax=inclusiv2ﬁess ér laik thereof of L
-a term. . ; . = ‘

o 3) Do the sex and age of a consultgnt influence the choice of referent
~ for a term? The interaction of sex and agg with referent choice were marked
in our data.:  For-example, males of both ages, adults and children, tended
to choose a single male figure (p. £ .001) more frequently as.a referent for -

all the terms studied, whlle females tended to choose the group of spliced
figures (Chart G) more fraquently as a referent for all terms (p £ 006)
Thus, maleg tended t9 choose male - refarenﬁs, while females” tended, to chgnse

Ehase we cgnsidered sexslndefln;ﬁa or ;nclus;ve. .

-

T

- o Adult males and femalgs tanded to choose thé nixed group of males and
females (E) more fraquentfg as a referent for all terms than the children
did (p &% .025). The children, both beys and girls, tended to.choose more
frequently either the charts deplctlng males Ox femalesg(A and D), but not
both, as referents for all terms. Thus the adultg seeméd to selact more
sex-indefinite referents for the terms studied thad the children did. '
Rather, their selections facused Dn sex—def;nlta referents, e1ther male Or

female. o : : : _ , .
- .- . )
) b : A
A Flnally, adults achleved m0§e cgnsensus in ‘their SElectiS' of adl

eferents than the children did-

- 4) Does the context in which the term appears influence the choice of
a referent? The contexts for the terms in our ipstrument do not seem to
generate. particularly strong effects. This -could, of gourse, be the result
Df tha partlcular SEﬁtences used in tha 1nstrumeﬂt thus speclflg to lt
balﬂés,are 1mperfect and "Haﬁk;nd fsces an uncgrtaiﬁ future-' for Whlch‘
the referents were predominately the spliced figures. "Imperfect" and .
uncertain future'" cguld ‘have trlggered that choice. , o )
' Fram our data we cﬂnclude that terms such as human 731ng and people
tended to function as being more.sex-inclusive than man and men did, based
on referent choices. Man and men are deflﬂltely Suspect in our study as
- candidates for the so-called generic, as is the pronoun he. These terms
were interpreted in a far less sex-indefinite manner, desPite context and
‘age and sex of the consultant, than the others ye studied. This finding Ls ?
. consistent with that of Schneider -and Hacker (1973) who reported that ’
7 - college students taking a sociology course tended mot to interpret the term
man as sex-indefinite but as deFlnltely male. sSilveira (19?8) noted that

e
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‘ respgnse tlme'ﬁn the part of women caﬂsultgnts was faster tg picturés of
" X '~’fm2n following: sentences such as "Maﬁ is mortal." than to picturas of womén
. ) when- they -were asked to“decide if a' picture balﬁnged to a tategory named
v - ."by the first word in the sentence. Martyma also calls into question the
cqn51stagt function of HE as a sex-indefirite . pronoun. She states 'The use
- of ;hey and 'he or she' as aliternative generic terms suggests that 'ha"
b doesn't adequataly Qaver the gegeric territory" (l978 135) '

i Taklng the terms we studled as a set, ve cannot :cnﬂlude that they
~function consistently as sexslndeflnitég .Nor cad we conclude that a
single term such as person will function consistently as a sex-indefinite,
Our. findings indicate that for our study, the.age and/or.sex of the con~
sultant most heavily influenced the referent choice for a term, deapite
the senEEﬁ:e coﬂtegt 1n whlch the term appeared Males Eeaded to‘chaase
And adults are ev;dantly more saclallzed in some way in that Eheir Qhﬂlﬂes
-of referents were more Qﬂﬁsistéﬂt than tha children's.
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