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ABSTRACT ' - ' ' .
Coverage of Chicanos by the feus media, almost -
] nanex;stent until the nid-1960s, still has not achieved full-balance’
“or objectivity. It is inmportant for media per=cnmel +to develap

greater conpetence in handling Chicano coverage since the Latino
" group, of wh;ch Chicanos are the 1arge=t segment, are the nation's

fastest graalnq pcpulatlgn gruup anda—ccntra:y to the;: pc:trayal by.

States. Researﬂh studles on medla Ecveragé @f Ch;cand: have shéﬁn
that coverage, generally low, has been cancentratéd in pericds when
Chicanos are either the subject of public issues or perceived as A/
posing a threat to the established order;. that stereotypical symbols,

- often with negative c@nﬁatat;@ns, bave been used to ‘designate Chicano
groups; that reporters covering Chicancs te:a t¢ zely on non-£hi

.scurces‘ and that coverage of Chicanos has tended to emphas
negative aspects of the compmunity. A study cf 1977-1¢78 ch;farnla
neuspaper coverage of undocumented Chicanc Ecrkexs,_,: "jllegal © .
aliens,"™ shows that reporters relied heavily on Anglc law enforcement,
‘and public officials as sources, rathex-than on* Iepre=entat1ves of
immigraat @fganlzatlcn$, legal ‘agencies, Latino grougs, arcd the
acadenic community, and consequently” gcftrayed the uﬂaacumentéﬂ
acrkers as laH enfcrcement or publ;c E:cblém (GH) :
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A historical paper on the Pﬁﬁﬁﬁl of Chicanos by general a,uﬂiﬂeé news

- méd,ia shnulcl be a fajrly shart @ne This-—is ’because for many years Ghi'!inﬂg

"-'j»réré :hhe "imislblegm:,narity" 111 the: nevs med,ia. - When news 'ngg_zﬁ@tiﬁ : hegan o

*En:: ﬂa.ke  wp to the eﬁstence c:f Ghicam:s in the mirl—l?é@s they c,ften nls}sd, to . .o
cover the Egraup Hith simglia‘bie _D’VEBI‘TI’iEWS;aIld facile héadliﬂes ths:l% rﬁ?viglei ms::;e
5f their own blases then, %hé- raaiify of the people they sought yo cover| Thus,

fo -I:he Aﬂtla_ntis:- headlined a 196'? m‘e:view article on Gm.canas as “phe Mino j;by Nch@dy
‘inaws b iniicamng tnat the i:E *Ehe e;-ci&bence ef Chit:angs Was n%ws 10 ’Ehz eéj;t_o:rs

of the A—hlantic it rqmt a news tn everyﬂne else T-Tht:i ;@:btazed A Time Inagaziil@ '

& [

’re;pc:sfter riding through East Los Angéles in 1967 wrote about, “taﬁdzy ﬁé.qg jni’nté

) and roLlicking can*hi:nag“‘ "the reek: af Gheap wine," anis“lu:;i& hatzaﬂs ¥ oA 1969

).) \ Los Angeles teléviéiﬂn docunen‘tary 'HE.S i:iﬂecl "The Siesta Is. G‘fer 27 implyj_xg that
the avea’s 2,000, ODQ Chicanos had ‘baen taking, it easy- for a,eiaagg.‘ Such sinplistic -
lafpproac:heq glos ed ever ‘the reallty Df Ghic::ano -1:Lf‘e in the Unit%@ S"’E&‘EE‘% aﬁiv'piared
on the In:ecanceptiens a.nd stezee*h@ag crf 'thDaE ccﬁtro]'_ling the mg_—dia ang| their

pre«ianimant;!.y/ Anglo audience, L .
. Bat theae eifnzf.s dj.& orefeome the earlf;ez "iﬁvisibﬂity" %;G whichlyhé media

a

- had eaﬂie:: Iele,gateé. Chicanos and atheg minc:::i‘bies. AS Rubfn gpiazar, o veteran

reporter on ‘I‘e:@.g a.nc'i Ca.lifcrnia newspapérﬁ said. in 1969:

z

There 1s really 1ittle to say about the Ile:aican Amefiean haa;f, ing.- |

the past except that it did not exist, Mexican Amérigane tyadl-
"~ tlonally kept thelr pla,eegl why she:uld %he big, L‘lpcsrtarrt news |
. media take na-tice «:f them’? o :
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\i\':. ’ Fi“ancisaa J Le,wela néa.d of the mass ccmmumicatian cie

I ent at the lfniverﬁ

sl-ty ::f 'fe;ﬁs at Eﬁ. Pag.o masie muc;h the sone P@int in his 19’? ’baDL: The U’ses af

¢

;;ﬁ : the Pd;a ’@z ‘the C‘hgicarm Hmremen ' Eammentimg on news coverage of . Ghicanes

l
A\ N . ! . . .
;‘

\

" he H’J.‘Bte: Vo

o untld regenﬂy, &ai‘ly newﬁ;paperg have given 1ittle cavera.ge to the
. Spanish-speaking community, . In the Southwest, Mexicansémerica,ns
have been: tradj_t‘mmally' left out of the news salu,nmg e:c{:@t when’
‘1rwc.slv.*ed in erimes \ixr asccldents, In the soele‘l‘(f pages, | Spanish
- mames sinmply did not appea.:r unless they were'in reference to visit-
- ing dignitaries or o ‘the wealthiest Hexican families,” | In the late
1950s and early 1960s. papers began using spall plectures! of Mexican-
Amnerican hrides gq,gse back page of the society sectlon for the =
first time, but, everl then, Anglo marrlages were given much larger
Play". ’ . ‘ ‘ ' - ’ '\;V & L

!

i .

Leﬁv&zl*g statecl %.her.e Jras no signific:art :r:esemh cgn&ucfée& izlthe: area of .

ii"inewpaper ccwa*age af Mza}iica,n &meriﬂam; anr:l c:j:becl a mm‘b&r £ éﬁmﬁlges in ”
| 'Seuth%szez‘n cammumtieﬂ 1}"1%1‘% (Z‘l*%’ganrzé seek,ing acc:ess ta' the nedia encaumtered
o ”@i‘f%auties i__n:the late 1?505 aﬂcl ea:r:ly »19'?0;:,, Iggthat pe:ﬁz.cd ;erﬁgrgax;izaftj%ang ;V-
we:éé- makimg Sametinég blu.ﬁdé’l'lﬂﬁ a;tfarbs te report chmcmcas :'in the;’bari:i@ lv(often

as an aff_;hcmt to - epm ting on the civil z'ig‘fbs ‘strlggle) and relations ’l:gstﬁeeii

. c:;lz,cam E.Ctivia“tgs :nd rgportez:.; were ::'ar@ly .:.mnoth In his [L969 speech Salazar .

A‘,;

" a‘lluded to the p:ahlems rennrte:gs were havimﬁ in a® amptinn Lo cover :aﬁ lcém:f;ﬂmity' |
& : o ' .

,  that g m@r@ c@mp" ey’ tEL n t‘h&y aﬂéicipated He saicla

The news nedia if' f‘,f T .»_tively taking the ss:apa and gdnb;‘e:m Wraps
off the_Mextcan kmérican, What it finds- under lthe sera s a’ﬂc‘i sontrero,
hcwevez seens fto vuzzle- new@aperg,’ radio anal‘tslevmi 1, . 'I‘he nedia,
haviz:g jgncjred HMexican Americans for so long ’bu:t. now arillling to
‘then, seem impatient about the complexities of ithe .:tcxry It's as if Lo
the meiia ‘having finally discovered the Mexican American, is not
anusad tha under that,serape and sombrero is a; complex Cllaieana instead
of a pa-te. ia;L F‘riﬂgo 3 :

=3
W -

- Over the pau't d.é:r;adé c;ovérage of the Ghica&ncz conummity : eontinué& tql

: e.;_c:]; and employment of Chlcana ,jGUInaltha has grmm a:l.thnugh bﬂ@.h Lag “bahind

: 'uita_hle representati_an zeBcr"‘h profes: mr-.als and ccnuaunii.y groupshave recerrt.ly
&

opat that newvs pmlniﬁ;%ianf* muat make a stron:,el:: t:ﬂmnitment to minar.g.tv \

IEPIS@EI‘I @ticm if th*‘:"j' hngye m:a fully nflect the gammmliﬂeg 'they servea, 4 , hcsugh

more Chiktznos -thazl evér arp> PTDIK;LI‘U"‘ on ganeral czi_ic:ulsﬁien aaijsieg their mmbars

EKCELI'E still very low a,ﬁfl ma:tv 2ppar. ontly are w:::k;ing oit Spnisha}fanguaga secticns 5 . //

[AFo e rovded o v
.s“j N
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Ghicamg are no- 1anger %:hs "imrisible minazﬁy" i;; the me&j.a al'chﬁugh many

national 1ss;es (su‘h as. cc:ve:age of the EE.IL—:E: c;aae) tand, to be Played as Bla.ck-

White staries. It ishalso apparent that incxeaset; ‘coverage does not .autamatigally'

result in be*‘“tér c:we;:- ze and understanding, The old headline cliches from the -

1960s are g;till there Wor example, a 19’78 ‘.Jashing—tgn Post %BFi%"‘ on Chicancs

said the group lives in 2 part of tha United States they c:a.ll‘ “HexAmerz.ca " the

titlé of the serie.:..é 'T‘he texm ""Mg}LA_meI* ca" is no‘t used by Chicazms ’but Was j:wemtéi -

’by Washingt.cn E’Ds‘t sta*f‘fers to catch tnéj eyes of editors and Ieadezs.? Like the

hea.dline a‘&au‘t "The Minority’ l\sbédy Knows," %.he Tlﬁlé magaziﬂe :epcr:ters pezcaptians
1 the i::c;umeﬂarjy on "The Sies%a is Qve_r ¥ the :*Ia.shi zrtor

of Eas;. Los Angeles, ai

Pas-t‘s “Méxéx%tﬂfisa“ 3 ,tiicat.e._: the persistencé of %he news meiia.‘s view- of

Ghicanos maugh Angm eyea. It is a view tha:l: appaars to ba strang as the

K Lﬁii"ﬁéd Sta-—tes gPPanEhE»’: a jpeziqd of ragid Chicano growth, _ ‘
Chicanos in the United States | 4

A

The ﬂé:h generation prozises \tﬂ L an eﬁyaf Eaﬁtiiued g‘ZEGch for latines

B

- in the United States, of ﬁhl(’;h Ch;canos are the larﬂest segment As the gaup“s |

pc:spulatian grows it will caﬂtiﬁue tc» dam.mi atiantian in t‘hé natlion®s news media

4

!a;ncl Lmli):} hews editars ere alee: to demcnstrate more cempeté,nce inhand;izg

C%ie:an@\ coverage, a vast p@ ;ntial for qaric:sug conflict I'Emaina One aspect of

5

the g"t;@:r:y ‘does not’ remain, hpif%V&;‘:, The sheer nunabera of @hicarms and other
latimo groups will force the Ei'j-cai‘jfr on e&itérs. - The groupwill no longer ba small
”e:mmgfi to be ignored on the news pages or segregated as a sidet

to other

g

issues, o ‘ + o
- . Numériéaily Latinos are the ration's faéﬁes’t growing population g;I wap and
will continue- ta g}rpe:r:ience even [greater grm-ﬁ:h -Lh;cugh ihe:éna}’t genara, icm 8 U, 8.

(ensus fj_gurp.;- on Lﬁainag whibh ave adnit tea;y low, put the total U, 8, Mtino

=

" population at- ahaut 12 mil;;l_,::,orx 7Eu-:. the Sﬂ,ﬂi‘tlﬂl‘l of 3,1 million "lﬁefb«:\ Fﬂi::‘.a.ns

and glf tc: elght mlllign uiasmétzbiﬁd h@:cker*f (the ,:Eederal E:wernmeni,"v most ‘

ccnsé:vative figujfés) piﬁ: tﬁe total over 20 mlllion, LﬂWEI me&jaﬂ agé nzi larger

ﬂticipatel fanily sizes Lnswee \J‘il the Latlno birthrate will e\Qﬂtinua to sarpass
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:natlanal averageg for at 1éagt a:génefaiién Eatween 19?0 and 1975 the U, S
Latino pspu;atian grev by. ZQ% five times’ the natiangi average, The gﬂssibility

‘of Puerto Rican statehood and legalized status fc: undocunented workers could

accelefafefthe‘raté even faster, as . céuli continued migration from Laiin Ameriéér
Demagrapherg and gaverﬂménh aéfieialﬂ all agree that if ﬁresent trends ccnﬁiﬁne
Latlnes will saméday have thg &ubiaug honor of being thg natian‘* la:gést mina:ity
grnup, Demcgraphic-factors point t@ it happening sametime early in the next

century, but ggve:ﬂment officials prediqt it eould: occur as eazly as 199@ ir pelitiaal

eham2a£emadﬂ o : -

| éltn@ugh Lhe neq1a have ﬁenﬁed to Pgrtray Latinag as a reginnal or rural )
miﬂarity graup, Latinaﬁ are actual_y a naﬁl@ﬂally d;gpezgad Pcpulatinn with laxga
ccmrunit;es in'the ﬁ;dHEQt, Northeast and Northwest, ;H-Yazk Illinois, and -
New Jergey Pu&h have n@ré Laulna residents than e;ther Arizom, Colorade .or Néw

Mexlca, Tne U S clty W1th the 1 ?gegt Latina pcﬁulatiﬂn is not Los Angeles,

San Antonlo or Nlaml; bu; ﬂew York Glty_ Other cities in thé top 25 by Lating

* population inc:lucle chie.aga (anber 6) ‘Philadelphia (LZ) amcl w.ash;ﬂgtgn, D, C,

(22), Inxspite‘af-ﬁhe.image of Latino rural fg;mﬁcrgers; 85%*@f:Latin?s 1fve

in citles aﬂd Latinéé'have a lover percentage of their workforce in farm labor than

the U, 8, 1bzvfcrce@vela11 o S )

A

: health emﬂlayment and pnlitical repregentatiﬁn Penglstenily shav Latindg below

but 1t has been difficult, if not lmtas ible f@r most Latlnug and Ghicanag
to translde large numberg and urban repregentatinn into better 1iving canaitiangi
Med;an;iamglv income for IaLinag 1; 25% below the U, S, é%arage and ﬂ;arly DBEﬂfQuIth

of all 1t1naé Lrvéy;n paverﬁyi Dther soclal indﬁ;@tor such as educatign hﬂusing

-

'inatlanaL narmk. Thus, Dboth the magnitude of the populatlion and the complexity

f its 1iv1nf CDﬂdltiDna ril; inerease-the imtaruance of Latlngs ta auhazf in the

,Unitei Staﬁe:_ How 454" neux me&ia cover Chicanes and ather Lathn groups will.

h

B

have a iarge influence on how. other -sectors of American soclety zegggnig

)
-
-

e

-t
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Eeview of_ PreviausVStuﬂiés ‘

P - . 7 o,
A ‘ The remainder ‘of this paper wlll briefly Iev;ew thé rese&reh on hcw news e
. media ha?e cavered the Ghlcana community and examihﬂ asgects of eur*ent ceverage ] .

of undacumentei Mexlcaﬂ wg:kers besed on tne pievigus zeqeaich th Pape: cloaes
‘ .

with an analy@ie of cu;:ent :épsrtjng on this aegmpnt Gf tha Chicané cgmmunit;

ané.the 1mplicatian £ currant ?épartlﬂg pattefﬂs. S :, %; _ i

(1) Symbols and News. Pep@rtiﬁg on_Chicanos, FIPViGRS research by the aLthDr

has shown that national magazine ced%rage Qf Cﬂiganas has usually ﬂﬂcﬂriéi at timeh

when Ghlcanoa were a tapic of natianal publlc nciicy ar pergeived as a p@tentlal

threat to the established oxder,” A survey of Readers® Culde citations on

_,Mexicang in the United Sﬁates from 489D thrcugh 1970 Ievealei an ovarall laek af

. cavezage wilth peakg in ccvezage at times when Ghicanag Were. §EL§eived as part of
'arpualic issue or tn:eat, .Such peakg arcurred Between 1928 and 1931 when‘liﬁiiatiéﬁs
on Mexicaﬁ immi?zatian wers being prppggea anﬁ Chicanos He;é b&img fogcibly,dépértei}=
bin_1943§ when servicemen attacked Chicanos ’earing!zéat5uiis; In 1952 and 1953,
when the Ecrder‘Pétroiﬁ- "Dre:atian Vatback" ahegi through Ghlcann harrigs seeking

- departable ngicang; ari\iﬂ 1969 and l97D when Fhlcano éciiﬁisfg Tere Fhaileng;ng
astablished institugiang The Eurvey alsa revealed that magaz;nes used 5rmbals in
headlines to p@rtraf ﬁhat gegmeﬂt of the Ghlcana community that was fhe target of
th21r a%tentian The term "Mexican" prg&aminaied in the 1928-1931 @ez;nﬂ “Zagtauitaf“
and "Pachgca were used in héadllnes dgrlnﬂ 1§+3, “Wethack" Has comnon in the 1950s, ..

'

and "Cnic&né“ in the 19705 (Sge Chart l)v o ! N 71'

Chart I, Svmbcl.; Used in ILagaSinﬂﬁgt.LcLes About. Chicanos! (1890+1970)

"Tine. Peri@i v;‘,»gyﬁbgl .*:.Pubiic Issue or Threat, - AU I .
1928‘1§3i ‘ Hexican' - Législatiom llméting hexic%n inmigration and forced

. IR . departatigﬁ of Heﬂicgﬂg during the Dapzeﬂsian

. 19k3 . Pachues or  Attacks by servicenen on Chicane youths,

y , Zootsuiter,. . = . S |
19521953 " Wetback.  Border Tatrol ralds EaEkiﬁgrdéPDf%aﬂle Ehiea;os.
QIO Oridano . Chisako activists challenging estmbliahed iﬁ@titutiang

= . P’*V T

,,(b o L =
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The use of symbﬂs in f"éi-i'S reg@fting of Ghiéane.; can have the ei‘fect of

i‘oegesing the readerf a-&tﬂrvt:;cm tha't tha.t segmen't of the Ghica.ﬂa ﬁgpulatiqn

‘which the msaia associaies fw;i,th public issues or tht,aats The symbﬂig a;Lsr;o have’

\ﬁh\ %ffezct of triﬁ-?enng stezéctypes whigh capsulifze the charaeterisﬁes aEEDGjE.tEa

: \:ertain Chicancs in ,;}f-e miﬁdﬁ m‘:' Anglo readers Thus the use of symbols in the

© news mEdia— allm»i ba'th the mac]ia and their audiéﬂca to use a term ﬂ‘hich ﬁr%et’s

_V a gtereotype a?:.gut thcse aESQEiatEﬂ with the term 'I'h.e Iﬂle of media in Ieinforci!;g

10

»«Ete::eaty'aes in éci:e*ty' bas b@en a.mply discussad hy others, ™ Of particular use—

- fulness'to this dégcussicn is thé*frc:le of sﬁb@lg Lﬁ%& media to trigger the'

gterecty‘pes in the mi%d.a cf the audience,

Ca “Z?

*;*, Lassweil -LIEZI"EI and Po::l desc:riba& palitical swn‘bclé j,n the mass med.ia a8 ;.

R serviz:g as ‘bﬁcaming: “the focal- Points :E‘c;r the erystallizatinn af sentinent, "

: gyfm’bol and the Wb@'f :Lzec‘L pafticularly when used in the mass medj.a. He .W:G Set

1L

iz . has ,med that, ﬁimé the Qymbﬁl redices the need for ¢ussk ‘”.the

4 - ._\F,

-traits "S;»EC:l*ltEd wi%h t.lre sl:eregct@a a digzarity nay be dev.glap’i‘bettfean ‘the

- This Inability to gragp ‘the ﬂifference between *the symbol and it.;.
referent is one %easnn for the failure to check back constantly

- from language to ée’fpeﬂeﬂce and. raallty,. .. Without such an inter-

. play between igm 01 and exyerience distcrtign ir; +the symbc:l c;admgt
Ee corrected, : _

5

Since *z:he aveza.ge :r.‘eaée*‘ acccrdinﬁ te Ka-tg has 1little m@tivatmn tc cheek;

symbelg agaﬁnat reallty 'the news madia aze jrej ieci upan ta relate sm‘bﬁlg o -

;i‘ac?’cisj Allptgj:t callei gyﬂl'f'lbﬂlu déslgrgting minar:.ty EiIQLI?E ag “shrieking si;reng,

| ’deaiaﬂiﬁ; us 1o a]l Finer discriminatmns that. we might at}-re::wj.ge pe:ce;ve "13

Such Qymbéls znay réf@* tn cmly one characteristic ﬁe:cﬁivrscl in the group, b‘ut

" =

t becomes’ the domi nant fE-C:‘tE?I in Perceptian o:f:‘ mem‘ba -of -hhat g;:nu_p and. a,ctivates -

i

a Qet Q;_.;iﬁ[lilai_ -;-te:c:eu:ty:pes agsaciated-with thgsynbol, HE% t;ijntinued_: L

Until we j/a.me an out=grcup 1t does not clearly exist in our minds,,,.
The common use Qf the' orphaned pronoun they teaches us that people
-often wa.n'b and need to aeﬂlgnate out~-groups (u.sually for the pur- ,
pose of venting hostility) even when \f.key have no clear cr:n\,ep‘tien
- of the out-grcaup in quéstion, And so long as the t-arg&t of wrath -
remzins vague and ill-defined specific p:égudigel&amat crystal-
: 1ize ar@;md it, Te have enemies wve neeci labels,

: o m

= - ™
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7 Tm: @o(lialcgists whcs .a-tudj,ed use of sym?:c:ls in newspapar cavara.ge for al0o"
v *3 ;year péricd preceedug Ebhe 1943 Les A:Egales Zc;ntsuit Rio‘bs Shawed. how use af '
ums.’bigucusly n%a‘tive Sym'bcls ‘helped set cendj.t;ons fc::- the a:l;'backs on Chicano =~ *.
yauths 5 Tuj:ner and Su:t:ace hy@athesize«i that 't.he nedia wauld. use “?;he term
| . “Mexican“ in increasingly unfavc:r:a’bla co!rtsrts 1n the pe:icd befc:re the :r:icts

They i‘a;id instead that the te:fn "Mexican“ ha,cl an am'biguaus meaning and was usad

in both "',varahle and unfavarabls cante;fl:s csve: the pe:iﬁé. stuﬂiecl Eﬁ@? a!hsa )

found "a str Icing decline in the tt:tal nmnbe:r: c:f artielas mentianing the. (tsrm) )
Mexican“ 16 in tha geﬂad ;u@t preceeding the ric:ts Instead of using tha 'I:arm.
"Mexican" ‘the. news repurts used the tarm "Zoatsui‘ter, " H’hich the resea.rche;:s
called. g new syinbgl which has no past favsrable canncfé:tians to 1osa " 7 'I‘hé:
new unambiguous symbcl wiith clea:ly unfavorable csnnataticns helped i‘ccus pu'hlidl

o sentiment s@,ﬁ:ﬁ:st Ghicanc*: -tha.t resuj.ted in vi.alerrl; a.tta.cks aga.:lnst L‘lﬂ.ca_na

| ‘gyéuths 'I‘urner and Surace e:s:fplained:
‘ It (the“negative gym’bcl) provided. the public sanction and :cestrictiun
of attention essentlal to the development of overt crowd hostility, ™
The symbol ‘zoot-suiter' evoked none @ixthe imagery of the romantic
- past, It evoked only the picture of a bréed of persons outside the
normative order, devoid of morals thgraaelvas and consequéntly not
"~ entitled to :E‘ai: play and due process, Indaei “the zoot-sulter came
"to be regarded as such an exclusively fearful threat to the community -
that at the helght of rioting the Los Angeles City Council seriously
debated 38 ordlnance making the wearing of zoot sults a- prisen
offense,

~ The new z;egaiiv?e -te:rm eaui‘ab alsc»_ be used as a canvéaient:‘catchall fox all
the negative elements fréviéusly attached to ihe ’Egrm "llexican, " 'I,fhé new fsm‘b@cl .
'beeaﬁie "an omnibus, drawing tagethér the mo st ie;@ehan’si”bl% eléme;&%is! in the old
unfavorable themas na.mely sex crimes, ielingueney, gang a.ttacks ﬂ;'af'bdeégers, “197__, |
' The symibol facilitated attacks on all elemen{-.s of 'hha Ghican‘a cammity, whather
| antsuite:s or not, -the authars note, While servicemen were attack.iﬂg Mezican ;
indj.sczjgninately “{he g::eat majerity hea,::d ﬂtﬂJ of at‘l:&c!:s on zaa‘bssutha:s “20
- | Thus, tha negative symbol, while supposedly pertaining 4o only a segment of the

ﬁ Chicano community, Bacame a rallying point :Ecr anti-Mexican santimant and, mg’b

i

EKCvioience aga.ingt Chicanas o | . j o '. E .
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- _ _; Eeéeé.rch previau‘sly eiﬁ'ed in ‘chLE :—'Bééér fn:lica%eéz that iﬁtiaﬂal ma@zine |
'f:@vezage r:f* Chicanos ha;. pea.kecl during pericds When C‘.hicancs were PEIQEiV‘Eﬂ as
part of a public issue or th;ea*t to the eatablis'hed arcler It has a.lsa been-

: ‘shmm that magazineg have ussei .;mbals in their head;ines to iesié,nata 'bhe segment
ci‘ 't.he Ch;.cano camnunit_y a+tracﬁng the public attentian Alﬁh@ugh only Turzaer .
and Surace hawe a‘liatig’fical Ly~ ~examined the cantéfﬁ in which sm‘bﬂis have been

llaéd in néﬂs \cc:versg‘e 1t 1:; umike.ly that the symbols ha.ve been used exclusi\rely

;Ln pagitive cen‘be:{'ts Scxma of ﬁhe tem, such as “Maxica.n,“ agparent_y ha&“ o

both, po.:.it:ura and zlega,tivé overtones, behe:r‘ﬂ ‘such as “Ea.chucc u ".’Zacrl:-suitfér “

’ancl ‘*‘Wetback ® hzve clear nega. tive cannotatiam by vifbue v:j':‘ their iefi:nrl:ioﬂ K
or the TLIIIIEI-SUI&EE sfui;y Ths term ;’“hica_fia ¥ yhile used in a varj.ety of

. U'e«:mterts in the L—a*!:lm ::'umuﬂity; has p;parently been *Pgert:eivsd 'by the nsuws medis.
a.s ha.vint, neg;;tive overtones and lla.: been u,sea to clésc:ribe activists seeking
'gaciétal ‘cha}nge;,‘ ‘c;ftem trrough canf:;qntation tacﬂcs, Thecuﬂ.en-t Associated =

’ Press é’n@ Uﬁitéé Press in%ernatiorisl stylebooks éescribé! t'héterm as 'not ailx«;a}fs- o

: derogata.xyx’r" v 1ndic;at1ng the ﬂegatz.\re contexcts ig ﬂhich the news media nay be
aecustcmed talu._.ing ’thé 83 ﬂﬂb&l Thus, of thafive s:ﬂnbals :Ld.entli‘ied in %:he stud'y
" of magazlne» headllne :x.\gem 189@ to 19"?0, cne has ambigucsus meaning% &hd fc:u: ha,ve

been shown to be usecTﬁ’by the mé‘clia with preﬂamlnzmtiy negative cgnt.e:fbs

{2) Patterns of lNews Repcrtlzg on Chicanos, Inadegua’te or one-sided cweraga ‘

rhé’lcam: 193;135 are & P@pulaz ‘E‘.Dpic @f ccnvezga'@ian among Ghicanus t:u:ncerned

F

Those nost astive .’Lrl the azéa tend to feei that the g_uali‘hy é{ceveza.ge o

’ is still 1ackiri§,‘- despite inciaa.éing media attentign, - Ina 1971 ;pgsitian papar:

“ on -Chicanos and the media Reyes and Rendbn stated: 4

o

We have come to expe ct, at bsﬁé'{: only lies ani halfaﬁruth.;, slanted
i reports and commentaries fron th_e neys medja, Usually, however, we
" are merely ignored and made to feel the impotence and frustration of
a suppressed and impovrished people, The apparent disdain which we
sense from the news medla suggests to us that only the most extreme
- Tform of Egtivigm will coerce the atteatinﬂ of newsmen and news

jpun,dits ‘ -
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Thase and Qt.her :Qmpl.glntg a’baut news cgversge have bsaen la:t‘gely suppﬁrted
. bT resaaz‘chezg who have ayﬂtematlcally examined nezws;ape: cc:verage of C‘Ihicanaa, '

Ghavi;fa. who «.:om;;xa_hed Engll.sh and S’panishﬂanguage ﬁewalzapar covera.gef'af forced

) Mexican del:a:r:';rhiaﬂg in’ thé 193{)5 19505, a.nd 19’?@5 :E‘ound. tha.t the SPanishala:zgaage -

press exhihi_tei moi'e 't:alameed caverage by shcwlng concern IDI thnse beug de’parted

.and: 111 the first two Perictis "i:blng a wider va,:riety af ‘sources than the F@glish— '

4

i rlamgmage newspaper. aﬁ&i}f&%‘:‘g The Anglo aud,iance PTEqS by ccntrast relied

primarily on Law enforcement and ;pu’blic -agenc;y officlals as saureeg and. tendgd

/!"S\\ta pQJE’L‘-lE.T the Qter}r as a "nmhérs game-a—hawamany 1liega.ls were caught how xﬁny

we L e

o got aﬂay_, and h:n{ much »’illegals' cost ta,};}ayeré

#

Tihxil;,‘ while ma:g'sté::ies ;;’ini:he?,é:_zglc audienc_:e press ap_pgéa:ce& to be objective,

,facﬁixal répcits .. they aétuaﬂy Ffé“f‘é c_xné-sgiégd: acr;mmt which la::gely ignareci angles

pursued by the Spamsh—'i a_nguage press and relied on sources with a ;Limited. Percgptien »

" of t—he issue, Other researchers have ale«\:! reported that the - "Angla eyes" of many
. reporters and ﬁthe;rﬁed_itazs lead to e slanting e»f seemingly a’b_jecti’\re stories

e cancernj.@ qucaﬂ@s S {

Fox insmm;e ‘an a}zam.natzczn of New Me.gix:a newspape; cwerage of 195'7 a.nd. 1958

',;—pze--trial pioceedings of a Chicano actlgglg% by an. ngaztial panel famliaz with

- the case canclzzied tba:n the glspaperg haxi riizseminaied "prejuc]j.ﬁial ihsa;cuzate,
24

in lD dallies across .*théﬁﬁited States for a six month periﬂi in 1970 found tha.t

El

despite the higher nanber of ‘Chicanos in the Southwest, Eauthr—reés;tezn newspapers
: L A

- did not Publiéﬁ fore Qﬁtigles about Chicanos than did other newspapers in the

Y sam;ale, The researcher, Sinchez, reported that when Chicanos were cowe@ed the
news wvas often nega.ﬁve and thgt negative storles concerning Gﬁicangs were longer

'than thDaé I%Pzzr‘blng? ;Dc:gitive au;pectg_ 25

‘ o .
L;.R:e C'h‘,,vmra Sim:he'? Isjllnd Iella.m:e r:m ncnach;cana nEws scsurces and felt
_ this was one cause of the large:ly nagative caverage 'Dnly 30% of the a:ticlesy

Tri?:i*hté“} about Chicanos 1;:.;ted, Ehﬁcana._. as the primary source c:f a-ttributian

:
N

EKC%lma*-‘t 297 ha,.dknc: attnbuticn ‘and hr.’lf‘ had Ang:las as the pr.ma::y source, Afte:

. :ai&.nm{sguéicia; _ct;sntezlt deang p:ﬁrial cwerage.“ _;tudy of ecverage Qf Chica.ﬂt:s
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ccmparingﬁsm;cea‘_ th 'the 'ty:pe of! ,sn:fcsrmatigﬂ in the a.rbicla gncheg Qencluied
tha,t "ihe use af‘ ciqm;nan‘t ngpty mem'ber:r:.-; as' p‘rimary sources of a*ttribui:icn in

ithe articles about Fe;tlcan Amér:ica:ls dicl nean tha't most a:E' ‘Ehe a::‘tlcles chlti

i

'have a negative éiracﬁion "
A 19’?1 study Df three. ciail ¥ nﬁﬁ'sg@eis in San Antanio a e;ty aBout Pla.lf :

= -

. _Chicamj faund tha:l: Chicanos were under:epregénted in all c,a.tegcfies oi‘ news

G

' caver‘age whén gampare:i with, Anglme,g% ,J;nﬂj_ag g‘_Q_Q_EGQanc S*tatusg7  The .

\fﬂesea.mhér, Lee Pl acecL mo:e em;phagia' on thig undeﬂepregentaticn ‘than en the o

B

: dizecticzj or, ty‘pe c\f coverage, She ?E'CFEE; L
. Therresults of the study aré .gi;ngar to the findil;gs of stud;e.: of S
. Tedia treatment of other minority groups,  They indicate that the :
newspaper image of Mexlcan Americans in San Antonio is dnaccurate,
Mexican Americans are not explicitly labeled, directly Eterectyped
or ptherwise discriminated against, - They are neglected, At almost .
all accupg,gional and inceme levels 'they a:fe urde:—re,p?égentei in -

the newse. ™ o o , _ : Co

s (jl '&m@jaﬁf ?revi@us Stadiea The studies 'éitecl in this is’ﬁuéy have noped -

the fc:rllt::w‘j_ng cha_raetermtlcg in nevs med;a _coverage of Ghieanas (2) Histarlcally
QDVéTagé has been low a"li ccngentraiei in periad_g when Chicanos are e:v,the: the
, v.au'b,ljegt of public issues or pez'fcewea as pos ing a ‘threat to the éatahllthd ,
| ‘arder, ;a,) IIZI ﬁl:heae periods ghe news nedia have used gymbals often wi'hh negativeh
connotat iam to des ignate groups irithin the Chicano cmunum.ty, (3) These symbals
serve =t¢:1 trigger gtéreatﬁe.; which i:ryatalize public pe;r:céjptmﬁg and. actiaﬂs rég:a.:ﬂJ:g
C‘hicaﬂas (45 Re;crterg ca\reriﬂb Ghicams tend t@ rély on sources outside t‘-he Chi—
"f;ano ?:c:nmun.i Ly I.‘D:e: information on Cﬂiea_né ana_ (5) C!ovemge Gf C'hic;anos haq ‘
tendei to emphaalﬂe neﬁaj;__ve or uﬁi‘amra’:ale aspec‘tg of 'I;ha ccnunuzlity, , '
Cali:f‘crnia New’épaper Caverase of Undm:mnen'-téd Workers R }

f . , .
The five elements ns:steici from the PTE:ViGLlS stuéli&.s were. inea:fpcratéﬂ in a study

- of namgpa'@e: cc:vemge z::f segment of the Chicano community cu:r;rently erien;‘.Lng
wiiespreaci ﬁedla a_ttent‘an; uﬂiacmnen'ted workers or "::llegal alienz‘ " The™: sﬁudy,
- a p::etes*t for a more cc:mpﬁ:ehe; sive r:auianaﬂ .;t.mrey? a.na.lyzed, rep@rtiﬂg pauterns'i

in Galifé:ﬁnﬂa newsgapars over a lli—s-nmr\tﬂ parmd frt:n Janua.:y 19’?'? thrmlghe F‘éttcua:y

‘29 7 .
' .1;3:' f*
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The articles were iientified through zha “INS Naws Digest“ ﬂhieh earEiESIEQ,lndgx

and copies of newspaper and:magezzine stories on immig:aticn in thB United States,

The

‘Digest is prepared by the Immigration and Naturaligatien Service, which receivas o

artlcles from its regianal offices cnmpiiea them, and distributes the DLgEEf
'pariaiiaally “This aurveyiincludes all Digests from Janwary 31, 1977 through
March 1-15, 1978 (anumes 1-45), Access to the Digests was facilitated by

Felipe Castruita of One-Stop Immigration and Arzmando Vaszquez of the Centro Chicano

~of the University of Southern Califernia, In surveying the|index to the articles °

- in each volume 342 articles in California naﬁspapérs vere identlfied From theae
342 California news artigles a randon (skip interval) sample of' 114 newspapar ’
articles was salec%éd This represents one-third of the articles*&ppaaring in

California newspapert for that perlad ‘ - o .

The articleg Were cadgd in ecategories Eaaeﬂ.cn ihe findings af earlie: studies
and to reflect thﬁ’increaaed enployment of Latino reporters, The statistical
tmeak&mmg in this report include: (;L) Wumber of -Articles by Newspaper, (2) Sy*m'bpl
Used in Headline, (3) Thengs in Hgadlineq (4) Lenzth of Ayticles, (5) Ethnieity
het o

of Reporter, (6) Types of Sources Cited, and (7) Ethﬂicity of Sources citea Each

af these breakdovmns is Ieparted iﬂ the text and illustrated by a2 table,

T d - . - - —— R I .

1, Number of Articles Qz &Eﬁuggper The survey revealeu ﬁhat the newspager
carrying most articles on undocumented workers was the San Q;ggg Ugica with 58 of
the 114 articles, Following in order were the ;@s,éqgelésji;meg (29 artf?iés)i
San Dicgo Tribune (10), Los Angeles Eéraidggkamingz (5), and 12 other newspapers

1. Number of Articles by Newsgaper in the Calif@rnia Eagpla e

Néﬂsbaper

Number of Articlea

1, San Diego Unlon o : | ' 58 -
2. Los Angeles Times o . Sl : 29
3, 3an Diego Tribune ’ ‘ . lQ o
L, Los Angeles Herald-E@miner ‘ 5 o=
5. Other Newspapers = - : 12

. - - - 'ELJ i g -

Total 114 -

2, - Symbol Used in Headline., The survey revealed that the term "Alien," closely

followed by the tefm “Illegal Alien," is most commonly used to designate undocurented

_Mexican immigrants, Of,the 6l articles ﬁl t used symbals in the héadlines, 29 used

othe term "Alien” or "Aliéﬁg" and 26 used “Illegal Alien“ or "Illegal Aliens," No
| (Table follows)
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7'2 Symbalé Uéed in Headlines in the Galifcrnia Sample L e W

Symbol - B " Number of Times Used
¥y 29

Alien ox. Aliens ’ ' N _

Illegal Alien or Illegal Aliens - 26
Bracero - - .- ‘ ) ) ©
Illegals ) ) A : .
Refugees » ¢ . :
Guest Workers § L
Illegal Vorkers . a | S o . B

Hi RN E

3 O W N

_{é_xéﬁlés in Headlines. The survey ;évealé& thgtxthe largest percentages of
cgvezagé iégéalifarnia,nEWSPEPEf‘headlines concerned 1a§’enfazgement (EBih@ad;ines'
,'tréated this topic). Following was the closely related topic gf border violence o
and problens (14 haadlinee) ‘Then fcliaﬁed Zhe Carter ;i;;gfréian plan (11), )
prablems undocunented HEIEEIE are &llaged ta cause public agencles (16) the
gntry of alienﬂ (9) EmplgymEﬂt (9), ccmmants by politicians (8), reactions by
Latinos (8), the Hexdcan side of the immigration issue (6), articles om INS
Commissioner Leonel Castillo' (&), and pf@blams facing undocumented workers (4),
Thus, of @he*tép four topie categories three conbern law enforcenent, border,
. or public %geney problems ascribed to undaeumantéa)ﬁarkers - (The total humber
'Qf toplcs does not total 114 because some headlines treated mara than one toplec

ana others were not easily catégarized )

3-'1?@:1?5,33’!.?!@?3?@%@@ Headlines in the Californts Sample

[+ 8 . . .
Topic . - ) - - ., » - Number of References L
Law Enforcement ) . .. £ - 28 e
Border Violence and Prghblems = : © 14
Carter Plan for Immigration : C . 1
Public Agency Problems . ' 10
Influx ; .
Employment
Comments by Politicians
Reactions by Latinos .
Mexico's Side of the Issue ' e
Profiles on Leonel Castille
Problems Faced by Undocumented Workers

5

k*gjwﬂﬁnﬂlfmknlrkurﬂ%d
TS0V 0 000
]

[

y_Length of Articles, The 'survey revealed that the articles on undocumented
xvarke137WEIa in the niddle range, of most neuspaper articles, The largest nunber _
of articles fell in the range of 11 to 15 paragraphs (27) and was closely f?ll@ﬂad ‘
by the 16 to 20 paragraﬁh Iange (23 articles), - Only three articles were less than

. five paragraphs, while six were over 30 paragraphs, (See table on the following

5
- page, ) ]
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Length in Pa:ag:aphs oo . Number of Arﬁic:lé_s

Less than 5 paragrapha s -3
5-10 paragraphs : - 7 ) o . lB .
11-15 paragraphs . , 27 an
16-20 paragraphs ' . - .23 - :
21-25 paragraths ' ' a C 7 N
26=30 paragraphs ' , : 20 :

More -than 30 paragiaphg R 6 -

S Total 114

=3 O _JF‘ had B

5. Bthuiclty oF Reporter, The ebhnicity of the reporter wes determined, unless
otherwlse indicated by the swmame, Heperics ethmicity was considered to b2 an - )
important variable because Callfornis is the only seite that borders both on the
Latin American and Pacific borders of the United States and, thus, receives heavy
7innﬁig1~aticn from both Latin Amérlca and Asia, —Assignment -of Latino and-Aslan reportars . ..
to immigration storles would greatly faclli‘e:&ta the abllilty of newspapers to penetrate
. sources from the migraticn streans both in and out of the United States and would

prcfte.biv indicate the reporters had g:f@gter ayareness and seasitivity to the lssue,.
The suzvey results raveiled that Anglo rcaparters outnunbered Spanish sumamed
reporters by a more fhan two to ome pargin (63 Anglo bylimes to 28 Spamish bylines),
Fifteen of the stories had no byline, nine came from wire services, and one was
vritten by a Black columnist. Thus, of the 117 bylines less than one~fourth vere
written by latinos and none by Asians, It should bo noted that of the 28 Latino
bylines, 26 came fronm two reporters, Frank Del Olmo of the Loa Angeles Times and
Ceorge léaimas, then of the San Diego Union and now of the Los 4ngeles Tines, (Ses
 table below), S

S, Ethnicity of Reporter in the California Sample = N o
Byline Identification Numbar of Bylines

Anglo surnzme
Spanish surmane :
Wire Service/No Byline 9
Black ’ o 1
No- Byline , ' i5

-

%Some, stories authored by more than one reporter, -~

F
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6? T@ea of Sources Cited, The typeg of sources cited by :e:pc:::ters in the
siarigs on uﬁdasumented vorKers were a.nalyzed to find Qut where the reporters
‘were going for iﬂfcmtian on the topie,, ‘ The results’ are bcctj!iea down inte i:rm
columns, One column indicates the m;mbé: of ataries in whick sources from each S

of the 12 categories were f;itecl_ The geccm‘l colmmn. E}:E’FSE the numbe: of saurees
The survey :ev&aled

from this éétggary that wef;:- cited in thg nevspaper art-icsle.;,,,

‘that reporters relied most heavily on law enforcement sources (143 law enforcement

6, T@es @f _Sources Cited In the California %.mple B - o
Number .of Starieg i,n Nunber of Sources
Which Sauit:eg- of this of this Type Clted
Trpe of Source Type Vere Clted in Stories
law Enforcement ’ 73 © 43
Public Agency or Of fic:ial . 59 128
Latino Organization ) " 16 18
Anglo Organization 10| : t18
. Legal Agency or Assoclatlion 7 10
Acadenic/University 6 vé
Caneral Putdic 6 9
, Immigration Organization 6 - 6
. Undocumented Vorker L 7
Employer Tl b ;
Laber Grgar-izatian ‘ ., a ped Pt
. Other 7 9

N i \v_]\ )
Hﬁpwmﬂ@WFwww

sources cited in 73 stories) fin seeking information on undocunmented workers, This
was followed by public agency reprgsentatives or sfficia.lé (128 sources ixi 59
.ataries) and muich more distantly oty Latino organizations, Arnﬁlo oxganizat iﬂns
legal groups, academics, the general public, lmmigration _gj::;u, 3, undecunsnted
wa:kgrs, employers, lab@ri and others, (See E-a.‘ble below, )

7. Bthnicity of Sources Cited, The etlinicity of sources cited by repcrters

in sbéries on undocunénted workers was ar-_alyz%i £o £ind out what ethnic groups
werg{ represented as news sources, The results are twoken into iwo columns as-
in the previous tatle, The survey revealed that the reporters relied most
_ heavily on Anglo sources (161 sources in 83" stories), fémimfei by some distance ( '
_ by Latiros (104 sources in 53 stories), and even hore distantly by Blacks, Aslans,
‘and Native Amezicans, (See tatle below), ’
yas E‘uhﬂlcﬁv oZ Smﬂ’eas in the Calé.faﬂlia Smple
T ) IleM of Stories in Rumber of. Sources
e " Vhich Sources of this of this “yge Clted
Ethnicity- ' : Tybe. Uere Cited . in Stories ’
1. Arglo 83
2, Latino e T 5§ iii
3, Black ' 6 "
4,- Asian , _ 3. g 3
- 5. Rative Ame:ican Do : : 1 1@ " 6

2 e

A -

LR

_ " S
B —— ” .
-
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' Discussion, California newspaper covexage of und.n"c\%%nteﬁ ;mrkerﬂ during

~ the 19?%7,! périg*,‘ gﬂ:veyed can be summirized as VAnslos quaﬁimﬂ Agglﬂﬁ a['gaut

Me:»:icang " since the cwezlhelming ma.jc:rity of aaurceg. and zz-epz:s::;m;meE ﬁéif'e Anglc:;

In adéiiion since :EEPQL ers rellied so h&avily on 13.1: enfcrcamenf, aglci :Pm;j.,ic'

offials as-gources the tQPiCa ef .:.tsries as revealed in headlinmgg paf y’ed

" undocumented wazkers as law erﬁarceﬁent or public problens, ani;se‘i‘l?.s the ~

low m.gm’ber of sources Trom i_migra*ticn D;‘ganizatigns, legal agahgies, L%’till@

' g:mu“ns ac@demicsfanc the undccumented themge_lves wauld seem to 1:16;1@3-*?% that

sources which could lend a troader abjectlvit.y and iﬂsight to 'Ehe ; sué were
‘4 i

largely ignored by Iepprter

The media’s heavy use of the term "illegal allen" and.its Eh@ﬁeiféﬂ. q?ersi:an,

| "a.lien“ as a. symbol for miccuméntei workers. - pm’lﬁbly reinforces the ilﬁage ef

the mﬁccwnm*ed worker as a law EI‘JfE"“Eé"IEHt or public Pro'blem The sym‘bol

shich has no legal applicability,” is a euph\%m,sm with a dauble Qega:bive neaning, .

It trands those agsé”cia’bei with it as lawbreakers and outsiders pefore .the redder
even reaches the ;Dntg}:t of the story, In reality, legality of status 1s . |
properly adjudicated only in an immigration law pﬁeceeﬂiﬁg.: Te ‘tgl'm "ille,gg,l
alien" is similar i;?e newspapers referring to suspects as convicted crimina_j,s
before they have been triei: Given the historical use of negativg symbolg to r
&encribe Chiganas in the news media, news arganiﬁticns shaulcl 2 ggpecia;j_y
careful 11-1 their use of terms to describe undcctmenterl workers, These Nedia
synbols, whether Vintentianal oz nét, havf come at times when reppessive piblic ‘
acts have been gerdei:aﬁéd on féhe Chicano Géﬂm‘llrﬂi‘ty It 1s 1ikely thet hygtorians
in the futu::e. w‘?ll assess the ua:t:m "illegal a;l_ien" in the sane manﬁeg thay
cantempo-ﬁaxy échalars analyze "Zoatgui‘ter " "Fachuc:u;“L, : "Uet’hacj:g o

TL::\e use of ﬂuch 2 symbol and bha negative gtafeﬂt}"pe ;t triggérs hf‘lpg ‘bgili

_pu‘blif;* gupparh fr;zr u;r.z..,ually harsh Reasures in dealing with those zssociated with

the symbol, I‘ﬁ is in this ?_tﬂaspﬂeri:‘ of public fear gygha.t the gengral PUNie aliows
violations of civil and other rights.  These violatlons car take he role of elthor
actlons by government agencieg or private individuals and gxcuﬁs as in thg case
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of 'the recgnt Ku Klux lan patrol agiﬂpg £he border, By using nega -tive symtols
~ and allowing a one-sided,” largely negative, image of the undocumented wozker to
" be portrayed,the media allov themselves to be used ir fﬂ’fﬁﬂtiﬂg the climate Tor
" actions they. may later dlsavow, Therefore, edltors ahﬂtﬂ.d be diligent and denanding
in requiring that reporters covering this issue diz out’ sources which presemt a '
full and complete picture in an objective manner, In thig;ega,z‘fi it Ehculd bz noted
' tha;t elthouzh ro statistical analysis was perforned, the articles by\L’ﬁLna repartérs
appeared to have a wider and more E.la_n;ed range of sources thau thasa by ncl}—ﬂiﬁﬂri’ty
Iepﬁﬁé‘fs g
_Since this report constitutes only a pilst stuﬂy of a large research project
it is difficult to make more than tentaative conclug icm at this point, HDHE\FEI‘ it
can be stated with some assurance th%t the grint media in California, whx.ie thsy
have increaded their coverage of 'i;hiavi ssue, have aleng way tc go if.they wish to ‘
_ Present eansiate*ztly Elanced E_nd objective coverage, Such efforts shcmlci start
with ass ie;ning reporters wlth a knowledge of the 1a;1gua.ge and tackground of the
issues aru; must include efforts io'go beyond the law enforcement and pullic officisls
“with whom Teporters "é’i‘féﬁ"’féélfrelaﬁively“camfcftable; Sources- _,nguld e sought-+
among organizations and agezicisg wozklng direc‘tly with undocunsited workers !a,nd_
amnong the urdocumented workers themselves, If this Ls not done the public wﬂl
.recelve a largely one-cided view of the community, This view, coupled with the
continued use of the double negative term "illegal alien", could well help to o
buizdrthe climate for massive vielations of civil ‘rights and/or private violence }
against the undocumented, RNo c:_aubt the media would deplore these actions on thelr --
editorial pages, as they did the Ku Klux Kilan border ﬂatéh.f Bug Ftheyjmuii‘;ﬁave
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.. contributed tortnem through thels ome-sided coverage on the hews pages,
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