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. ABSTEECT - .
In :espanse to research indicating that Elementary

school chlla:en have little cr no understarding of the reading
process, thic paper presents the following statements dééigned to
help students develop a good concept ¢f reading: ;ead;ng is when’
meaning is reconstructed from written synktcls, reading is a way of.. .
satlsfrlnq our needs, reading is using experiences and knosledge to
‘‘gain ‘meaning from sritten symbols for scme .purgose, and reading is
reacting. The statements are accompanied Ly several ‘activities
desiqned to help students understand apd beccme familiar sith %hen.
In a culminating activity, it is suggested that students keep logs in
which thev detail the kinds of materials they have read, their
_putpose in reading each item, and their reactions to the material.
The paper points out that these activities should enablévﬁtudents to
see that reading is a complex process in uhich the reader ‘does not
just say the words but actively participates in the readirg process
to reconstruct meaning and to satisfy his ¢r her neéds. (FL) ‘
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O Make Reading Sensible: ' Help Students Discover. ]
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L - . JTeaching reading might be simplified if there was som
_— ‘\, !/ L N t N -
1 N T ' . .
L students' heads to find out their dideas about re adlng )
— : , : . ,
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* o intervieved 66 poor readers, he found that many of ‘then were unaware of the g
’ | y. i v 73; " . E
. N s s — . ) . g . . 3 - § v
. importance of -mearing in reading. To Help remedy this situation, Edward s (19627}
, ) i i . :
¥ suggested that teachers help students see tha: readlﬂg is a mgﬁﬂi gful activigy.
R . ) L o , B v
) . A research study (Johns aﬂd Erlis, ) lnvglv1ng 1 655 s udents frDﬁ
grade cone. hzaugh E;ght revealéd that many Eudents have: little or no L ‘
. : = B f il . . M
o _understanding of the reading process. The studenfs' responses emphasized ,
’ “decoding or "sounding out" strategies and excluded the.role meaning.plays -in
T : . - = = =
reading. = o : : ' : - o 4
In an effort to help & class of middle gfﬁdg students develop a good -
concept of reading, I.have listed sev verd] statements. on reading and some
. - " ] - L] . X ; -
to hélp studunL: underata d an beanme Fluuljlfdplth them. After
f\ ®
completing these Stggs Studénta should have a be ter concept of readin?
. . 7 : nii,.,,’
They can demonstrate this knowledge by being able to repeat these statements
about reading in their own words and integrgte them in reading tasks. When
. they understand these concepts, they. could try to help a vounger child who
- N ¥ 5 / @
oes not have.a good cant@pt of reading develop one. £§§§
. . s W
“STATEN ENT‘ Reading is when meaning is reconstructed from: WLlEtLH symbols.
Suggested Activities: - . ‘ Tt
. ‘ - . P L -
. - 4 . . R : B . ’ - "
RN _ 1. Present the students witl ﬁ%& following: Hun sog voy ado
. : S » el o 3

sinco. Ask them if they can read it and, if they think. they

N v : 7 ) o v ¢ A ' < o .

) : 7 can, ask them what it means. FEwphasize that in order for
My & . : o N . .
S reading to take place thare must.be an exchange of megning.
2 . . _ _
0 : : o - Even if they pfancuhce’t%a words, (his iz not meaninglul
iy ‘ c ’ ’ L
) because thesc "words" do not make any sense.
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2.. Show the students| these words: home ev efyung went gﬂd pa'

the over o'clock was ften at. Ask if thLv hava tééﬂ.tEiSL  Ifx\;
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they say ves go back o the definition abgve,aﬂd‘agk‘thEm ’hat;
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the meaﬂiﬁg,waé that hey gét Erom "reading" those y"rds,,;
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fve%'fhﬁugh these are -familiar English words' there

' s . . < R
wasn't any meaning and point.out that this vas not reading. -
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Words need to be put {into a meaninzful sequ ence to . make sefiEe.

w .

Encourage the students to arrange the words into a mearmingful

sentence that can be|read. - S o ;
: “‘.
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3. Present the students with the following: Yo voy al”éiﬂé;

Agk the chilﬂren if/phéj can read that séﬁtaﬁce;_ Tell h

that this is Spanish a d tell’ them how to pronounc e-the words.
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Again ask’ them if thez can read the sentence now. ,Bj now they

]

should realize that they are rot reading it unless they know ,_ -

iwhat the words meam in Engl lish. After ;hey'Enow how.ta

interpret” the Spanish WDfda, they can now read the sentence

1. am going to the movie.) 1F some students can read

b

Spanish u the French equivalent: Je-vais au cinéma.
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reading is related to_speaking. When we speak
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4. . Discu

P

our purpose is to say Qmpthl*; thaL will hav e meaning for a
g

1

jLﬁtPlE, ' If our listener n?t get any meaning from our

seusé To keep on talking to

s az'thgy have no m;aﬁlnr.= You
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ﬁuL what thev me 1T OF

Elth;r havc to flnd
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1tudgnt% pret tend chEy all

~quit trying to read
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o SR . h;vg lDSﬁ;ibElf voice and have to communicate with each other
” . \“, \;. RO . : A - ,J{ :

g +for a while by writing down what they want to say and having

)

‘listeners read what® they have to say. Discass
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\ how b@@ks'that they read are 1 to their notes because
N o - o : ' I

thé‘}uthﬁra of the books have scmething meaningful ‘they want

té\g‘z that thej Wiﬂt studEﬂEB to kan and by feadlng, the
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students can make: sense @ut @f the 1 DDR
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' Through these activities the students should realize that =

| ) - gf . x . . g . . t ‘v; -_ - . - L )
reading is makinmg meaning from print; raading is not just.

sronouncing or .saying the words

1
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. STATEMENT II: ' Reading is a way of satisfying our needs; it has a purpose.

‘ N Sggges%ed APthltlES? - L A
lt!"v . ) ‘ B %,» ; s -
' T 1. Ask student

\

what they have read befnre coming to-school.
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o  Ask them'ifﬁthéy had~a purpose for reading. 1f>théy can' i‘lr
.\.“ o . ‘\! : . ) \“_N‘f

v giink of any real putpose ,hat they had, try to convince them

that there was Dﬁégf\Pthaps it was simply to satisfy curjosity
/ ,

Show them that there are many purposes

ling besides reading in school because they have to.
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list of all the .kinds of reading
: of and the purpo se Eér reading cacl;
one. /
= T
Fxamples: &mic books for entertainment . ' -
) . . g
labels on caps to kpow what . .vou're buying
encyclopedias to find gut'infarmatign

- - 3. ‘Have students list sp yil; ﬂh]?LLlVLH or LBEETmALlﬁD Lhﬂr
’ . . ’_' : ) o0 .

can be aéquired thraugh reading. Have othe try to thnk af
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rcrﬂTTL m:Le1 i41 E}i supplies information_and whexe that

matérial can bg f@undgnvf ,
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Lxample: -H1at-is the largest state in the union?’ Look in -a
T . S : : ‘
éEDg aphy book, an almanac; 0T an encyc 1@pad ia.
4. Have scudents thlﬁk of differént Ehings that_chéy sometimes

= i )
. . S

/ write for others to read and the prDﬁSE they h;d fcr vriting

/ - -
/ -

/ o them ‘and tha’purpgse'thé reader had f@réveading them. :

/ o Example: _ an invitation to a part?

i // These activities should lead students to the realization that
= . B : V ‘- : ) . -

/ féadlﬂg is a way péapla have of saclsfylng their ﬂeedg Tﬁefév

N |

) s , .
ate many ﬁLffErLﬂE ~purpose S th readlng. to learn how to do#
something., to learn hcw ta find samethiﬁg, tor nterta 1ent

. ~ ( oL :
s C etc. In the above activities

cthﬁ teacher should supplament
- T ! . ) * B
s ’ ' students' ideas with additiongl purposes. -

\

STATE&ENf 'Ii Reading is when yéu usafyau experiences and knowledge to gain

'
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neaning from Uritt§¥§5§%bﬂls for some purpdée. Because -hot

* . gveryone Has%ead the same exNeriences and because people have

s different purposes for feadlnFg 4 fferent people can get diffeérent
5 < -~ = )
' —meaning from the same written: Eymbgl ' -
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Suggested Activities: ~ ° . e ' . v
.“ K ’ N ’ .

llave students list thl ngs that they like to read but that another
< B . - [ )

persan(@ffpheif age uld pfabéblﬁ}nﬁt be 1ntElQ%th in. B

S List things that they'like to read be—that S@me@ﬂu several years w

youdger would not want to read.

List things thatithey read but that their parénts would not be

: : ' interested in and vice-versa. | , t e
= ) H B 4
B With Ehérabﬁﬁé lists, discuss Jhy pgalle‘WGuld haye differeﬂt'
V = R ‘Q * ’ . ' 3 B = . B ) '
feelings about the same reading aﬂd what these feeli
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STATEMENT IV: Reading is rea;Eing. - ' " ' ' /ti
Suggested ‘Activities:
; L 'Listasamé:diffafent cypes of reading material and have

students say whac,ﬁhzyvthiﬁk their reactions would probably
be. Discuss the dlffa;ent klnds of fESQtlDﬂb that peo ople

often have from reading and suggest ones that Ftud;nts don' £

‘mention, for example, sympathy for a character, dislike

&

. charaztaf, Suspénse, excitement, fear, boredom,. v

, had hgppened different1y§ CDHfL%lﬂﬂ g&ﬁ‘L
v '} : . . . . ! = ' -,
oo 2. \ Read the whgle clags the Same St@%y and have them wr;te

down all their reactions to it.- Have them compare théir -

A ‘reactions to seée how they are different. Suggest things that

E.ﬂw
Y

the Scudeﬁgﬁimight n@tffhiﬁkféf such as, "What. would you have

. _ - C
dorie if\ybu were the main character? How would you havg fele?"
. a o - - I '
. Culminating Activity
7 Have students keep a log bf their reading gctivities_f@r one
week where they record the diffeféﬁt kinds of reading material
5 i 5 = a.
that they fead and some SpeclfLC examples of each d;fferenL
. .
’ ' ﬁype. They should list the purpose thQ} ‘had fqr fEadlﬁg the

’ pér ticulatr Ltem ot what need was satisfi ed by fLaﬂlﬂg Lt and
their. re ction to the material réad. : . o ;
Thtgugh LhESP activities students thuld see tha at f%adiug;ig‘a
: complex pfgﬂesé in which the reader does more than qut say the

words,, The reader mugt attively participate in the reading

JW

- . process Lo reconstruct meaning and to satisfy his/her needs.
. - = - - & *
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