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The Georgia Bicentennial of 1976 c"ommemo—
rates the. two hundredth anniversary of the Ameri-

can Revolution in Georgia. This¥fevolution resulted *

in the independence of Georgia and twelve other
British colonies along the Atlantic coast of North
America. These colonies had been undeg British
political control up to that time. The Ge&TgTa
Bicentennial, then, celebrates the political birth of
the State of Georgia and the United States. The
anniversary of such an important event is usually
accompanied by a varjety of efforts to study the
event and the men who helped guide and develop
it. This pamphlet is one such effort to help you
learn more about this Revolution and the origins
of Georgia. ,
Is it fair to ask the question, “Why study or
even bothenwith events which happened so long
.ago”? To answer that,’it can be said that many
people read and study American history simply,
-because they enjoy knowing about the past. These
people will B¢ studying the Revolution in Georgla
during the bicentennial and will find many reward-
ing hours of discovery in their efforts. To those
who do not like to study history and to the very
practical minded, the question is not as easy to
answer. There is, however, much of practical value
in studying the American Revolution in Georgia.
Through such a’study much can be learned about
men and women - what makes them strong, how
some,faﬁ and how far they can be pushed or led.
“Much can also be learned about politics and social
change. What kinds of political issues force men
to fight and kill other men? How is 1t to some
people a social change seems so long in coming
. Wwhile to others that very change appears too swift?
Students of Georgia history can also learn about
themselves and what it means to be a Georgian.

The purpose of this pamphlet Is to help begin a
study of the Revolution in Georgia. It is divided
into two pdrts The first part will outline bneﬂy
what Georgia may have been like geographlcally,
socially, economically and palitically two hun-
dred years ago and the second part will trace some

L} .

of the events which paved the way torevolt:

Settlers Find Fair Land, . -

, » «
O

Prior to the amval of the first Eﬁropean settlers
Georgia was hoemé to. tribek of roaming Ig)dlans,
mainly Creeks and Cherokees. The land at. that
time may have been much like the 51xteenth cen-
tury explorer Jean Ribault- desmbed it in his visits -
to the Carolinas gnd Florida. He wrote that the " ' |
country was the fairest and pleasantest of all the * Ce
- world, abounding in honey, venison and wildfowl. '
There were forests and woods of all sort‘s with
palms, uypresses cedars and bays. There were_grape-
laden vines that grew to the tops of oaks The fair
meadows were a pleasure to behold for thf;y were
full of herons,.curlews, mallards, egrets and wood-
cocks, and the tracks of bucks, wnld swifie and
other birds and ammals

7 >

By 1776 the settle,dfpart of Georgia was begm-
ning to take on}; differént look, however. A map
of Georgia befote the Reyolution would have
revealed a pattem of towns anQ’settlements that

Yok T
SR B -

B S ¥ .
;?Iq’. > . N { 3




-
- v

resembled something like a huge, backwiirds L. The
tall part of the L stretched along the Savannah
River north and west past Augusta, the point of

e L was the town of Savannah, and the shoyt leg
of the L ran south down the Atlantic shore to the
- St. Mary’s River. Along these two lines lived the
people ofbeorgla in 1776. Most of these people
lived on farms or plantdtions, although towns had
developed at Savannah, Augusta, Sunbury,
Ebenezer, Midway and Darien. The largest and
oldest town in Georgia was Savannah, built on the
site where the first English settlers landed in 1733.
Savannah was Georgia’s leading port and its colo-
nial capital. In a visit to Savannah today, the
streets and town plan used at the time of the
Revolution are visible, and an imaginative visitor
can rec;&‘fze the atmosphere that must have charac-
terized £hat town in the eighteenth century. Of
course colonial Savannah was not as large and busy,
as that gity or almost any Georgia city is today. /
There were only about four to five hundred hous
.and other buildings within easy walking dlstance
of the Savannah River.

The land around Savannah and south along the
Atlantic coast had large rice and indigo planta-
tions. Lgmber was cut in the pine, cypress and oak
forests, #nd naval stores of turpentine and tar were
proceSSed There were few people, however, living
in this coastal area because the large tracts of
swamp and marsh between the St. Mary’s River
and Savannah spaced the plantations apart from
each other. Rice was one of the main crops raised
in this coastal area and was unique in the way it
Was cultivated. Growing rice required a planter to
drain and flood many acres of land. To do this he
had to build a system of dikes and ditches to con-

" trol the water. Such extensive preparation Of the
fields for the cultivation and harvesting of the rice
required substantial investments of money and
slayes. To maximize his profits, a planter wanted
to have as much land as possible and some planters
owned several thousand acres.

These coastal plantations were important to

-

life in Georgia at the time. Their crops and.lumber,
exported to Europe to the West Indies and to the
other colonies, were the mainstay of business
activity in Georgia. These exports not only paid

for what had to be purchased in other parts of the
world fike hatdware and linens, but also helped to
provide a livelihood for the merchants, shippers and
artisans who gathered to make Savannah a growing

port and commercial center. - -,
L2
\
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The second imp‘ortant area in eighteenth century
Georgia was the land which stretched north and
west of Savannah along the Sayannah River to the
town of Augusta. Roads were difficult to build and
to maigtain, and rivers like the Savannah were
impoftant as a means of travel. A journey up the |
Savannah River to Augusta would have found the
traveler on the main thoroughfare of Georgia. Such
a trip would have revealed a region quite differen
than that along the Atlantic. Through this area ran
an imaginary and ever-moving line, marking the
frontier, the region which divided the settled part
of Ametfica from the area in which no permanent,
farms or settlements existed. It was the line that

divided the settlers from the Indiaps. Y ‘

Y

Frontier Shapes Geography W

The frontier was an impaqrtant asset to Georgia ,
which helped fo shape the whole character of the

_ colony. The vast amount of unsettled farm land

and the mild winters attracted thousands of settlers
from the other colonies and from Europe. As this ¢
area developed into a region off small farms, it
became typical of the American frontier and helped
to make Georgia a dwersnﬁed colony. The settle-
ment of this area in the late elghteenth century’
meant that Georgia was a colony not only of plan-.
tation dwellers and townspeople but also of sub-
sistence farmers. By 1775, there were more small .
farmers than plantation dwellers in Georgia. With
this kind of mix Georgia blended well wnth the
othelz colonies to the north.
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This was the'geographic picture of Goorgia as1f

appeared before the Revolution. It waga young <

and vigorous colony with three distinctrareas of
activity —the coastal | of large plantatians, the
region of small farm ng the Savannah River and

- thewast unsettled land to the north and west. At
the fogal point. was the prospering town of Savan-
nah which served as the administrative and com-
mercial center for the colony. Georgia's products
included the rice, indigo, other agricultural>om-
modities from the Plantations and farms, deerski
lumber and.naval stores from the forests.

s,

, i v, N 1]
The‘population in Georgia in the eighteenth
century was much like that of her.neighboring colo;
- nies. Aside from Florida Georgia’s population was
the smallest and also the most recently settled of
al those colonies along the Atlantic coast. No one
knows exactly how many people lived in Georgla
at the timg, for no accurate cefisus hﬁ'd ever been
made and it was impossjble to get a goad count of
‘the Indians. Historians have estimated that about
40 000 to 50,000 péaple other than Indians lived
in Georgla in 1776. For.an idea of the relative size-
of the population at that time, try toi imagine that ~
all.the people’who lived in Georgia in 1776 eoyld
sit in the Atlanta stadium toda"y Georgia’s tmy

o
-~

populatlon meant tHat the colony was not as strong |

commérmally nor dld,lt have the mllltary potentlal

/.

of the others. ThlS is a fact which should always
“be in mind when studymg Georgia’s role in the
Revolution.

Besides l;%g smz;l! the population was also
relatively new in Georgia. English settlements in
Virginia and farther north had existed for almost *
one hundred and twenty-five years before James
Oglethorpe brought the first settlers to Georgia in
1733. The colony grew slowly at first and there
were many reasons why the Europeans were slow
to settle irf Georgia. The most important was that
early Georgia was the border land between English
possessions toward the north and Spanish lands to
the South. This problem was of particular concern

" * to m&n who were looking for a place to live in the

eighfe th eentury. These were the timegrwhen the
“great European countries‘jealously squabbled over
their variou$ colonies, and people were afraid to

" move to distant colonial lands that were located
next to hostile neighbors. The fate of si¢h border
lands like Georgia was often uncertain.

N

Georgia’s uncertainty ended in 1763. In that
year England won the French and Indian War, and,
as a prize, gained control of the entire eastern
coast of North America from the tip of Florida to
as far north as Europeans cared to live. After the
signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1763, Georgia’s
southern boundary wittf"Florida was safe. Thus, in
the decade after 1763, the colony grew rapidly.

"

-Séttlers came from England and Germany, Scot-
land and Ireland. They canie to Georgia for many
reasons—some to escape political and religious per-

, secution, some tq find jobs and economic oppor-

_tunity and some for adventurd and idealism, The

, Eng}nsh settled, throughout the x,olony and came
"from a variety of social and religious backgrounds.
There were Anglicans, Baptists, Jews and many

* other religious groups represented among them.
The Gertmans were Lutherans for the most part and
settled aroufiggthe town of Ebenezer and in Savan-
nah. They .were known as Salzburgers named so
because of the town in Europe from which many

S 5
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of their familigs had originated. The Scots were
Presby terians and found their home af Darien on
the Altamaha River. The Irish were protestants -
from Northern Ireland and lived throughout the
colony, mainly in the upcountry. ' .

As the population expanded after 1763, people
continued to come from Europe, but far larger
numbers wére coming to Georgia from the other’
colonies to the north. Many of these men saw
Georgia as a land of great opportunity. Planters .
from South Carolina, for example, came to Geor-
‘gia with the slaves necessary to make plantation
agriculture productive. Many of these planters
settied along the coast became successful and as

. aresult the slave population increased. Blacks came -

to Georgia from South Carolina, other American
colonies, from Ehglish colonies in the Carribean
and directly from Africa. By the time of the Revo-
Jution, it is estimated, about 15,000 to 18,000
Hlacks lived in " Georgia, making up almost one-half .
of the total population. }

The large numbers of white farmers who mi-

grated into the interior of Georgia were mainly
* from the Carotinas and Virginia They sought the
opportunity that the inexpensive, available good .
land in Georgia offered. This migration from. the *
other colonies to Georgia was Qf particular signifi-
cance to.the colony’s history prior to the*Revolu-
tion” These newcomers had been born Americans

.and had no particular ties or loyalties to England
As they settled Georgia in ever. increasing nufnbers
they brought with them the attitudesand‘ideas
similar to those of relatives and friends they left

" in the™north, This meant that when the Revolution
came to America, many Georgians might be ex-
pected to react much like their fellow Americans

) in the other colonies. . :

4

Gentry Provide Leadership

In many ways, the sacial and economic picture
of eighteenth s.entury Georgia was similar to that -
of other colonigs Unlike England, Georgia had no

“chants and traders.

\5,3

hereditary class of du.,kes lords or othEr nobles.
Still there were gentlemen of wealtlkand distinc-
tion whe were merchants and planters¢®ngeneral
a relatively smafl group of “gentlemen™less than
a hundrgd in all—provided the social and political
leadership of the colony. This group did gt always
agree among therhselves about the best cgurse for
Georgia, and some joined the movement for inde-
pendenee while others remained loyal to Britain.
Such political differences developed within fami-
lies, often between fathers and sons. Noble Jones,
for example, was a loyal supporter of the king
until his death in 1775 while his son, Noble
¥imberly Jones, was a leader.in theRevolution.

“The-bases of wealth for most of those colonial .
Georgians were agriculture, forest industries and. -
trade. The rice plahtations along the coast pro-
duced the greatest agricultural wealth mainly
rice, indigo and Indian corn. Frontier farms in the
upcountry grew wheat, Indian corn, tobacco and
a little hemp. From Darien on the coast to Augusta
in‘the upcountry, large quantities of livestock, »
especially-cattle and hegs, were pastured. In 1772,"
one of Georgia’s largest export items was salt meat’
sold to West fndian planters for slave food. .

Two-of the richest men in the colony were |
Governror Wright, with "eleven plaritations totaling
24,578 acres and 523 slaves, and Lieutenant Gover-
nor John Graham, with over 26,000 acres dnd 450
slaves. In Savannah, James Habersham and the
Telfairs, Edward arid William, combined planting
and mercantile activities to become wealthy. Near
Augusta, George Galphin an Indian trader, made
a fortune dut of dealing with Indians and local
farmers, while Roger Kelsall did the same at Sun-

-

 bury. These men were representative of-Georgia’s

earliest aristocracy of well-to-do planters, mer-

Most of the plantations were?oeated on the
" coastal'islands or not more ‘than twenty miles in-
land on the Savannaﬂ Ogeeehu. and Altamaha
rivers. By contrast, the upcouptry was made up of
smafl farm$ with few slaves where more emphasis

Yod
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. wa;. placed upon growing crops for home consump-

. Irt the coastal area-along the streams, an

" ‘extensive sawmilling industry grew up using live

oak, cypress and pine trees. Lumber, shingles,
pltch tarand turpentine were the main.products.
Most were shipped to the West Indies.

Augusté, on the other hand, becante the ware-
housing and market center for the southern Indian
trade." ) .

Life in upcountry Georgia often was hard in
colonial days. Violence between settlers was always

* athreat and often became a reality. From 1763 to

?

1774 there were raids, outbreaks of fighting and

plundering expeditions betweenred and white men.

Frontier settlers resented the fact that the king’s
authorities in Savannah could not pratect them,
and frequently they took the law into their own
hands. For his part, Governor Wright mistrusted
some frontier settlers, calling them “‘the worst sort
of people” and “‘crackers.” The frontiersman soon
developed a mistrust of official authority that

" carried over into the Revolution.
. S~

Exéept for household us , there was little nﬂl-
facturing in’colonial Georgia* A small amount’o
homespun cloth, a few gotton stockings, some
crude plantation shoes, blacksmith products and

a little furniture were all that these early Geor-
gians made. Despite the abundance of good timber,
few ships were built before 1775. The colony’s * |
rivers and coasts were dotted with small boats and
ships hauling goods from oné colony to anothgr,
from Nova Scotia to the West Indies. Trade was
carried on with Charleston, the West Indles New
England, England and the middle colonies. To the
West Indigs went Jumber and provisions, mostly
shingles, staves, rice, corn, peas and barreled beef
ahd pork. From there cal‘ﬂwgar rum and slaves.
From Great Britaia chleﬂy came hardware, lingng
and otheﬁmmtfa tured goods. To Britain went

“ déerskins, rice, indigo, silk and naval stores. Eood-

stuffs, especially fish from New England and flour ",
from Pennsylvania, camt from the northernccolo-

- ‘
pa—

nies. In 1772 over two hundred ships sailed from
Georgia’s two ports, Savannah and Sunbury, and,
as James Halg::ﬂsham insisted, the colony wa<vell
on its way toward becoming prosperous in the
years just before the Revolution. -

The common man in Georgia in the eighteenth
century had a variety of cal_lings. He might well have
been an artisan or a farmer, a trader or shopkeeper.
Divided attitudes about the Revolution could be
found among them too, and some, like George
Walton, emerged as political leaders after.indepen-
dence. The slaves formed a significant part of the
population but had few political and social rights

. or privileges. As a result, they had little direct

influence on the course of politics in the colony

* before the revolt. .

»
-»

Formal education agit is known today was rare
among the colony’s first settlets. Still, a great many
knew how to read and write and some, like James
Habersham, kept extensive libraries in their homes.

Courtesy, Emo. ’{. Unwersity
o e

-N




Georgia’s colonial.government resembled that of
the other royal colonies. The governor and a coun-
cil were appointed from England. The legislature
was composed of two houses, the Upper House of
Assembly which was the governor’s council and
the Commons House of Assembly which was
elected by residents who owned at least fifty acres
of land. This was a liberal franchise by eighteenth
century staMdards and most of :Ee settlers owned
farms large enough to qualify. The Commans
House of Assembly consisted of abput twenty-five
delegates from over the colony. The governor had .
to approve all legislation before it betame law.
Other administrative officials were appointed and '
paid directly from England and were not depende’r
on the Assembly for salaries.

During the pre-Revolutionary period Georgia’s *
royal governor was the able James Wright. He had - -
studied law in London and resided in South Caro-
lina. Prior to becoming Governor of Georgia, he had

_been an attorney general in South Carolina, that
colony’s agent to London and had experience as a
lawyer and planter. With these qualifications he was
a well-prepared colonial administrator who had a
genuine interest in Georgia,

Socially, then, Geosgia was much like the other
southern American colonies. Merghants and planters
generally provided leadership for the colony while
artisans, shopkeepers and small farmers made up
the bulk of the white population. There was a
large slave population, located mainly in the tide-
water region along the coast. Politically the colo-
nists enjoyed a relatively enlightened representative
government, .

The end of the French and Indian War in' 1763
opened a new chapter in Britain’s relations with
her American ¢plonies and is a good place to begin
a study of the Revolution in Georgia. The end of
the war found Britain with a heavy debt and a
large empire to protect. The government in London
set in motion plaxs to raise money in the American

. coloniesoto help pay the expenses of the empire.

8 tos

This effort to collect revenue in the colonies became
an important source of conflict between Britain and
America after 1763. The Lontroversy grew and
helped to ignite the revolt in the Am‘rn.an colonies.

Protests Begm The Sugar Act

Early in 1764 the British made the first move by
enautmg a law which among other things, regulated
the tax on various goods 1mported by the colonies.
This tax was known as Yfie Sugar Act and affected
Georgia's lumber trade with the other colonies—_
When the plan was announced in Georgia, the
Assembly voted to instruct the colony’s agent in
London to protest the Act. Other colonies also pro-
tested, and Massachusetts disclaimed the very idea
that Parliament had the right to lay reve_r]ue taxes
on the colonies without their consent.

o s .

The second effort by the British to raise revenue

in Amern.a was the Stamp Act of 1765, In this act

] Britain required that special government stamps be _._-

purchased and used on almost all printed material
in the colonies. This meant that every legal docu-
ment.pamphlet and newspaper had to carry a
government.stamp for which a tax had been paid.
Opposition to this act and to the principle of tax-
ing the colonigs without their congent developed
almost everywhere. A meeting of delegates from

all the colonies was planned by the Massachusetts
Assembly and scheduled to meet in New York in
September, 1765. Georgia was invited to send
representatives and Alexander Wylly, the Speaker
of the Commons House of Assembly, requested the
ASsembly to meet and select delegates for the New
York meeting.! -

L]
<

Wright Struggles For Order ,

Governor Wright opposed sending delegates and
refused to call the Assembly into session to coé‘f]
sider the matter. So Georgia sent no representative
to the Stamp Act Congress in New York. By the
end of October, however, the proceedings of the
Congress were reported in Georgia along with the

5 3 . L BE o




news| that South Carolina and othér colonies ob-
jectefl to Georgia’s lack of participation in the
Con ress. Orgamized opposition began to develop
eorgxa to the Stamp Act. A stamp officer was
anged in effigy in Savannah October 31, the anni-
versary of King George's accession to the throne,
and November 5, Guy Fawkes Day. Both of, these
- dates were days of traditional celebratlon in the
colonies. During these antl-Stamp Act activities a
group krpwn as the * Sons\{f Liberty™ first
appeared in Georgia. This organization was made
up of men who were opposed to the Stamp Act
and who were willing to use threats and violence
in order to achieve their goals. They had contacts
and sympathizers in similar organizations through-
out the colonies. When the stamps finally arrived
in Georgla at the end of the year, the Sons of
Liberty attempted to destroy them.

Governor Wright was able to protect the stamps
and the stamp agent, and even sold some of the
stamps to merchants and shippers after the new
year. But it soon betame clear that the Governor
wag unable to control the growing opposmon to
thé stamps, and he ﬁnally sent the stamps out of

\h&colony In the spring of 1766 the British Parlia-
ment repealed the Stamp Act, ending the quarrel
Over stamps. :

The Stdmp Act controversy showed that
although there was militant opposition to the Act
on the part of many Georgians, like the Sons of
‘Liberty, there were also those who were willing to
'cooperate with the government, purchase stamps
and tTy to get their grievances adjusted+through
petitions to the King and Parliament: A good
example of this latter was the Reverend John J.
Zubly, a Savannah minister. In a sermon after the
Stamp Act had been repealed, Zubly expressed his
sentiments about the controversy. He said lte was
happy*at the repeal of the Stamp Act.because he
believed it had been a burden to Georgians, but
he also felt strongly about obedience to Parliament
and respect for the Crown. Zubly believed laws
'should be obeyed uiitil changed. That, he felt, was

" Act and I

K
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the path to real liberty. There were many Geor-

gians who agreed with Zubly.
P

*
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More Taxes Renew Controversy <
A period of relative calm developed between B
Britain and Georgia after the repeal of the Stamp
d until the fall of 1767 when news
arrived of“a new effort to tax imported goods.
Known as the Townshend Acts, these duties were
named after British Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Charles Townshend, who planned the regulation
which taxed certain imported items such as glass,
paints, paper and tea. Again, other colonies took

. the lead in opposing the tax and the Massachusetts

Kssembly urged Georgia to join in the opposition’.
When the Georgia Assembly met in November,
1768, Governor Wright warned it not to waste
time in opposing the new tax. After almost two.
months of routine work, however, the Assembly
under the leadership of Speaker Alexander Wylly
Began discussing the letters which had been re-
ceived from Massachusetts objecting to the Towns-
hend duties. Governor Wright then dissolved the
Assembly and put an end to official consideration -
of t?e tax. , co
Meantwhile a new technique of opposition to the
Townshend taxes had developed in other colonies.
Non-importation agreements had been formed in
which merchants agreed not to import what they
termed wefe ‘“‘unconstitutionally” taxed British
goods. This boycott of British praducts wasan -
effort to force Britain to repeal the Townshend
dut®s. In September, 1769; a group of Savannah
merchants and others adopted a non-importation *
agreement for Georgia. The agreement did not
work well, for no enforcement mauhmery was
established to insure the boycott’s effectiveness
and many Georgians were opposed to the idea
altogether; The trouble the Britisht had with the
Townshénd Acts in other parts of the American
colonies, particularly in the north, led to their

. repeal in April of 1770.
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-quiet ones in Georgia, marked only by quarrels

* St. David, St. Patrick, St. Thomas and St. Mary—

. . g in Philadelphia tb discuss “the present unhappy .
nor, of the people or of the British government. state of the colonies.” Meétingil)n Septembefpl 774, ¢
' . this group came to be known as the First Conti-
These troubles between the governor and the /nental Congres8. News of these activities in other
Commons House grew worse. In April, 1771, the - colonies quickly reached Georgia and fired the
" Commons House elected Noble Wimberly, Jones radi¢als to bold_action. ‘.
as its speaker. Worried over Jongs’ histor¥ of re- - . "
sistance to British measures, Governor Wright dis- 3 On July 27,1774, four leaders of the radicals—
appgoved his selection. In thiswight used a power Noble W. Jones, Archibald Bulloch, John Houstoun
given him by royal instructions but never before’ and George Walton—led a meeting at Peter Tondee’s
.. used in Georgia, and the Commons House resented Tavern in Savannah to discuss what possible actions
his action. The house then elected Archibald could be taken by Georgians in the face of the new

/
}
Government Branches Split . whole dispute did serve to worsen relations between

the governor and the assembly further.

ars from 1770 to 1773 w tivel . o
The years from to 1773 were relatively Georgia was relatively quiet until the summer of

1774, when revolutionary activity erupted onwe
more. As before, it was sparked by events taking
place in other colonies. Although the British had
repealed the Townshend Acts, they had retained the
< tax-on tea ds a symbol of the sovereignty of Parlia-
men®over-the colonies. In a gestur of defiance to-
the tea tax some of the colonists m%oston staged
the famous Boston Tea Party i in December, 1773.
This violence provoked the British to an unsuccess-
. ful, and as it developed, unwise gffort-to regain con-
‘trol of the-Massachusetts Colony.

between Governor Wright and the Commons House
of Assembly. The first disagréement came aver the
extension of voting rights to four new,parishes—

which had been created between the Altamaha and
the St. Marys Rivers. On November 15, 1769, the
Commons House asked the governor to issue writ
of election for these parishes so that they could

" eleet delegates to the House. Wright refused, not
because he did not believe the newly-settled areas
had no right to he represented, but because he
could not enlarge the Commons House without..
the King’s permission. Wright’s reasons angered _
the House, and it too decided to resort to legal
technicalities. Using the argument of “No taxa-
.tion without representation,” the Commons House
exempted the four southern parishes from the tax ’
bill. The next year the Corﬁmbns House refused to
pass a tax bill and did other things which displeased~.
the governor. Hence he dissolved the assembly. By
1771, the governor and the Cofnmons House could
not agree on the.rights of the assembly, of the gover-

. L
The British attempt to regain control of Massa-

chusetts came.in a series of laws passed March-June,
1774. Called the™Intolerable Acts” in America,
these laws-closed the port of Boston, until
of the tea was paid, reorganized the governm
Massachusetts and provided that American colorfials
could be taken to England for trial. Such measures
were more frightening to Americans than a tax on
tea. They responded by calling a general meeting )
of representatives from all the colonies to be held,

Bulloch, as radical as Jones, to speaker, and thankéd  crisis. They decided that a meeting should be held

" Jones for supporting the honor and, dignity of the the following August 10 with representatives in-

House and the rights and privileges of thie people. vited from all twelve parishes in the colony. A com-
Wright considered this action an insult to the mittee was appointed to collect supplies-to aid the
Crown and dissolved the assembly. The fight be- ., colonists in Boston and another was established to
tween the governor and the assembly. over the: correspond with patriots in the other colonies, but,
right to elect a speaker continued for nearly two no action was taken on séndmg representatives to
years Nelther side secured a clear vnctgry but the the First Continental Congress_‘

lO - X ?'OE « . ., ‘ ' ;
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] They were Archibald Bulloch, Lyman Hall, John '
’ Houstoun, NobleW. Jones and John J. Zubly.
C Georgia had now commjted herself to the A
. .can cause. This P‘rovinrcﬁﬁongresé can be con-
sidered as Georgia’s first revélutionary government.

It was representative, of almost all voting districts

2ri -

in the-colony and claimed to meet in place of the ~

+~ Assembly. Before the Cbngress adjburned, several
committees were appointed to ptovide continuity
to the work of the Congress, advise the delegates
in Philadelphia and keep Georgiuns informed of

% activities in the other colonies.

/7

; " It soon became clear that Governor Wright and
~ .7 Ttacoather loyal officials no longer had control of
" any imporfant government function in GeorMia: -

The other royat officials who attempted to carry
out their duties were either thréatened by the
radicals or ignored by the people. By August,k
- 1775, the revolutionists had control of the port,
o the customs house, the militia and the court sys-
- temin the colony. Governor Wright fled Georgia.
in February, 1776, and the spirit of moderation
and conciliation which hag¢lpn haractel:jzed_tlfe
- history of Georgia in the crises also disappeared.
‘ ‘When Georgians agreed-to the Declaration of

b

s

. 4 Indépendence in July of 1776, they were locked
. into:theé. American cause and the war that followed.

* d . e \
- Why the Split?: ’

. . Therggis.no certain answer to the question of
\\ -~ why ) erican Revolution occurred. Historians
) : have pointed out that an American nation had
. developed in all but name by 1776. The three mil- .
- "~ lton-and more people who lived il the thirteen

ground. They shared similar problems unique to
colonial and frontier sociéties and had grown dis-
tant from England in social and economic ways

> before the Revolution began. )

<

The political issue was alscﬁmportant. The qui
rel between Britain and America began over minor
changes in British-cqlopial policy but broa\dcned'

L 3

42

colonies were similar_in language and cultural back--

into truly revolutionary.issues concerning rights
" and libefties. Many thoughtful men in America in
- the eighteenth century believed that their basic
political rights and liberties were being challgnged,
and to preserve these they wére willing to risk -

rebe?lllf)n gnd war. . Co ‘

=" The inability of men tQ cope consistently an\d
effectively with complex problems contribufed to
the break between Britain and America also.
Leaders in Britain lacked insight inf0 the character
of the Americans and the Americans often mis-

o interpreted British motives and actions. These
kinds of problems were made more camplicated
"~ by the distange in time and miles between the two

continents.

Georgia w'f;s part and parcel of this growing
American nation in 1776 and was affected by the
same forces which operated in the other colonies. .
Yet the colony moved slowly inucommit'tmg hersel f
to rebellion. This reluctance can be traced partly
to the fact that Georgia wasone of the youngest :
and smallest colonies anmo its lohg life as a
frontier colony so close to the hostile Spanish and
French. &eorgia had been used to being more
dependent upon Britain than the older colonies.

Also Géorgia’s moderate and effective colonial
leaders helped her to remain loyal. Governor James
Wright, especially, was an able governor, generally
respected by Georgians. He sought to keep Geor-
gians loy al to Britain and was successful to a degree.
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They were Archibald Bulloch, Lyman Hall, John
Houstoun, Noble*W. Jones and John J. Zubly.
Georgia had now commjted herself to the A pTi,
_can cause. This Rrovinmongresé can be con-
sidered as Georgia’s first revolutionar'x government.
It was representative, of almost all voting districts

in the-colony and claimed to meet in piace of the "
Assembly. Before the Congress adj$urned, several
committees were appointed to provide continuity
to the work of the Congress, advise the delegates

in Philadelphia and keep Georgians informed of
activities in the other colonies.

" It soon became clear that Governor Wright and

~ .7 Trtacather loyal officials no longer had control of

any important government function in Geor8ia: *
The other royat officials who attempted to carry
out their duties were either thréatened by the
radicals or ignored by the people. By August, %

. 1775, the revolutionists had control of the port,
the customs house, the militia and the court sys-
tem in the colony. Governor Wright fled Georgia.
in February, 1776, and the spirit of moderation
and conciliation which hag¢lpn haracterized, tife
history of Georgia in the crises also disappeared.
‘When Georgians agreed-to the Declaration of
Indépendence in July of 1776, they were locked
into.thes American’ cause and the war that followed.

~
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Why the Split?- :

~

~
.

Therggs.no certain answer to’ the question of
why erican Revolution occurred. Historians
have pointed out that an American nation had
developed in all but name by 1776. The three mil-
lion-and more people who lived in the thirteen
colonies were similar.in language and cultural back--
ground. They shared similar problems unique to
colomal and frontier sociéties and had grown dis-
tant from England in social and economic ways
before the Revolution began. )

<

The political issue was als(ﬁmportant. The qui
rel between Britain and America began over minor
h: i ish-calopial policy but dened’
.Lhdnges m.Wmal policy bu brozi ened
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into truly revolutionary.issues concerning rights
* and liberties. Many thoughtful men in America in
- the eighteenth century believed that their basic
political rights and liberties were being challgnged,
and to preserve these they wére willing to risk -

rebellion gnd war. ) . ’
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= The inability of men tQ cope consistently an\d
effectively with complex problems contribufed to
the break between Britain and America also.
Leaders in Britain lacked insight inf0 the character
of the Americans and the Americans often mis-

e interpreted British motives and actions. These
kinds of problems were made more camplicated

" by the distange in time and miles between the two
continents.

Georgia w'fis part and parcel of this growing
American nation in 1776 and was affected by the
same forces which operated in the other colonmes. .
Yet the colony moved slowly inucommiftlng herself
to rebellion. This reluctance can be traced partly
to the fact that Georgia wasone of the youngest  *
and smallest colonies anmo its long life as a
frontier colons) so close to the hostile Spanish and
French. &eorgia had been us ] to being more
dependent upon Britain than the older colonies.

Also Geéorgia’s moderate and effective colonial
leaders helped her to remain loyal. Governor James -
Wright, especially, was an able governor, generally
respeqted by Georgians. He sought to keep Geor-
gians loyal to Britain and was successful to a degree,




instructions from Lon

but his insistance upo@w'a);s living up to his
n antagonized people also.

-

. ‘decade and a half ano the fact that she hao ceased
being a frontier cdlony made her mare likely to

4

cast her lot with the other rebellious colonies from

whence so many of her settlers had recently come.

When Georgians joined with the other colonials to

break their political ties with Britain, they set in

motion a chain of revolutionary axents which have

affected world history ever since. ) .

~ Yet a majority of Georgians joined the revolu-

tion in the end. Perhaps the most important reason P
, was, that Georgians were Americans and were

affected by the same things which affected other

colonials. The colony’s rapid growth in the last
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The purpose of this teacher’s guide is to help you make better use of the pamphlet The Bevolutzu)zar}
Background in Georgia, 1763-1776. Rather than follow a more formal approach of suggesting behavioral
objectives and teaching strategies, this teacher s gulde wnll recommend an informal approaeh

While you may not wholeheartedly endorse this appm{eh you are urged to try it for this short unit. it
will provide both your students and yourself with a change of pace. It will also provnde you with an oppor—
tunity to individualjze instruction if you have not been doing so.

Y

" This approach is based on the assumptions T B oot
o It is better to treat most texts as if they were encyclopedias rather than novels, This means that a class Iy
. does not have to begin #t page one and work its way through the text page by page.
- y
o ltis ne}ither necessary nor desira})le for all students to studyNthe same gontent at the same pace.
« Students should be alfowed to make some choices about what they will study and how they will study
it. (In tHi¥%case, they will all study, the pamphlet, The Revolutivnary Background in Georgia. However,.

within this setting they will be abl® to make some choices.)

L]

t

Based on the pamphlet, this guide will suggest a range of activities organized aroungthe author’s topics.
" These activities can either be done individually or in small groups. The student reports thatare often re-
quired as evidence of study can be either written or oral. The number of activities that each student will
perform alsq can vary. These are y our decisions to be made in accordance with your knowledge of. the
pupils and your purposes. )

One possibility would be to set up leaming contracts for this unit. Such.a tontract might look like this.

~

I LU (student s name), do hereby contract for the grade of
for the unit The Revolutivnary Background in Geurgia. I understand that the grade for this unit is based on
the folIOng criteria: . .
s . .

A= completlon (to the teacher’s satisfaction) of one‘activity ‘from each of the sections in Part I, one
? additional activity in Part I, and one activity in Part II. (S;%ctivities in all)
B = completion (to the teacher’s satisfaction) of one activity from each of the sections in Part I and one
activity from Part II. (Five activities in all) . . '

[ ‘
7 [
.

C = completion (to the teacher’s satisfaction) of one activity from three of the four sections of Part I
and one activity from Part II. (Four activities in all)

- 4 »
D = completion (to the teacher’s satisfaction) of one stlVlty from two of the four sections of Part and
one activity from Part II. (Three activities in all) ) - X
r l‘ N .
Student’s signature ) : .. Teacher’s signature - -

L

16 ', | ) _.16 -

[y -

b




Activities for Part I

* The Geograph)}o’{the Pre-Revolutionary Georgia - ’ ' \

1. Draw a map of Georgia and shade in the area that was popuigted in 1776, according to the alithor’s"-
5 description. . ‘ ) .

2. Geograﬁhically, describe the diffetences betwegn the land of the coastal plantationé and the land of -
the upcountry farmers. Why were the plantations located near the coast? - =,

3 Geor_gia products during the colonial period included rice, indigo, lumber and naval'stores. Pick two .
of these prdducts that you know the ledst about and make a one-page report on each of them. °

The Sociology of Pre-Revolutionary Georgia
1. Using the textbook, other resources and your imagination, try writing a two-page description of life
in Savannah and life on the frontier. Perhaps you would want to describe these life styles through

‘

the eyes of a fictional character. ‘.

-

a -

2, The author mentions that early settlers in Georgia came primarily from four countries—:Englénd,
Germany, Scotfand and Ireland, Select one of these countries and report on the early settlement of »
people from it—where they settled in Georgia and why they selected Georgia as a place to settle.

LI “ . - . .

3.. The primary religious backgrounds of early Georgians were Anglican (Episcopal), Baptist, Lutheran
and Presbyterian. Select one of these denominations and prepare a report on its beliefs during the
1700°s. Perhaps local ministers will help. ) . '

4. Leadership in pre-revolutionary Georgia came from the merchant-planter class. Is this still true in
Georgia today? Explain your view and support,it with examples of current leaders.
. The Ecénomics of Pre-Revolutionary Georgia .
1. Find a description of life .oﬁ a large plantation. Would you like to have been a plantation owner?
EXplain your answer. Then describe why you would not have wanted to be a slave on this plantation.
. ¥ . . .
¢ 2 WhichWere most important to Georgia's economy, coastal plantations or upcountry farms? Support
your point of view with as many argurhents as you can. . )

.
¢

3 Make a study of an early graft such as shoemaking, fumituremaking or tailoring. If someone in your
community still performs such functions, interview him and report on the craft as it exists today.

Politics in Pre-Revolutionary‘ Georgia ' .
{
+ 1. Draw a chart depicting the governmental structure of pre-revolutionary Georgia. . .

. %g,g : ) - 17
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2. Evaluate’James Wright and his abilities as 2 Governor ofCeorgia.
1 “ .
3. Supporters of the Revolution claimed that the colonial government was “undemocratic.” Support
or refute this charge. :

- 4, Polltual subdivisions of Georgia are now dlled counties. In the 1700's théy were called “parishes.”
What is a “parish’ and why was this term used in early Georgia f‘or political subchvnsnons"

. : ¥ “

Activities for Part 11
’ : l. Make a time-line showing the eve{h:ts that led to the Revolution: .

. Report on the Townshend Acts. What did they tax? What effect did these taxes have on the colonists}
* Could colonists live without imported goods? .
3. The author implies that.Geor ia nﬁght have remained peaceful and loyal except for the violent re-
actions of and pressures from other colonies. List some statements by the author which illustrate this
) . point of view. What do you think about this? Either support or refute this point of view. -

Based on the above aetmtles a teacher can have students share what they have Learned with other stu-,
+  dents through debates, role-playing, small group discussions, panels or individual reports. This can be an
mterestmg way to individualize mstructlon in Geo%gla history.

[
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