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The Agency for Instructional television is a.nonprOfit American-
Canadian organization established in1973 to strengthin education
through television and other technologies. A/T develops joint
program projects involving state and prpvincial agencies, and
acquires and distributes a wide variety pf television and related
printed materials, for use as majot learning resotrces. It makes'
many of the television materials available in audiovibual,formats.-
A/T's predecessor organization, National Instructional Television,
we founded in 1962. The AIT main offices are in Bibomington,
Indiana; theie'areregional offices In the Washington, b.c.,
Atlanta, and San Francisco areas.

This report is one cif'a series of case studies developed by AIT.
The ease studies were conducted by the research staff of AIT and
consultants to it as part of theSecondary School Television
Project, This project'is an activity qp AIT supported with funds.
prom Exxon Corporation and Union Carbide Corporation. It is

%00 designed, to review the current uses of second4ry school television
and to explore imprOving the use of television in selected secondary 4

curriculum areas. Richard T. Bezel and Nancy Malecek Neubert were
co-investigators on this case.study.

AddAtional.resear9h reports related-to seCendary School television,.c
and further information about the Secondary School Television
Project, can be obtained from the Agency for Instructional Television,-
Box,A, Bloomington; Indiana 47401.
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INTRODUCTION

1

Located in central Pennsylvania, the Allegheny Educational
_

Broadcast Council (AZBC)shas had considerableoucdess in the

delivery of educational programming to the area's secondary
-

schools. According to William-Barnhart, Executive SeOretary of
.6

AEBC, 41% of secondary teachers in the meMber area use d-tele-

vision,at least one in the 1975776 schOol year-a proportions

that he believes clearly exceeds known averages from other parts

of the country.

Much; of the AEBC success in. the use.of television s.m.t he

Secondary level can be attributed to the region's past interest

in school television.* Prkor to the establishment of, the AEBC,

the Pennsylvfnia.pepai "of Education tbok,an early interest

in educational television and' laid the groundwork for the

regional councili fnd educational broadcast stations.

The AEBC-also benefitted from the experience-of its pre--

decessor council, the Altoona-Johnsiblems Council; established in-
", -

1,961 by 'a small group Of county school administrators, Pennsylvania

Stkte University faculty, and other interested persons. The aim of

..
-b
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th'S council was to provide iTV programming to area schools through

oorration with lodal oommercial television stations. These

stations, WTAJ and WJAC -TV, broadcast' wo or three instructional.

programs per programs likeer'school day, and continue to offer

"Se ame Street." . t

an effort to make further plans' or futuie educational

roadcasting,, in 1963.the Pennsylvania Department of Ed-teevis

ucation established seven

One. of these, the

regional broadcast stationsemithin the
A

Allegheny Educational Broadc ast Council',

was given respongibility for programming to schools in a .23-county
ti .9

area insome of the most mountainous partsof Pennsylvapiai it is

by fat'th largest 'territory covered by any'of.the broadcast

councils,
s

In. order tb pro41de ITV programming'through the new nonT

alimmercial televisibn station, WPSX-TV--Channel 3, licensed to

Pennsylvania State taversity, the Altoona-Johnstown'Council
i

,

changed its name to AEBC and adapted its existing Istructure... ',.:

. .

WhAll WPSX went on the air in 1965, %E.BC,became the liaison agency'

between the station and th schools in its vast viewing area.
C

The Allegheny Educational B dcast-Cbuncil established and
1 ,

continues to maintain a firily balanced relationship, with WPSXir.

While enjoying financial and or;amizational'independence from

the station, AEBC has full, iniependent responsibility for day-

A time instructional ptogramming.

During its eprlyyears, AEBF offices were located, with

the WPSX offices,.on the campus of Pennsylvania State'Univer-

sity. Despite its aeparate,incorporation, the AE14, relied,on

personnel within the station to execute'theAEBC business. In

5
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1968, the AEBC hired William Barnhart as-its first full -time.

.

-Executive Secretary. 72 the AEBC offices were moved from
A _. '

the Penn State campus to esta ish a physical separation con-

sistent.with AEBC independence from WPSX-TV:

AEBC Services

The Allegheny Educational Broadcast Councilit prinArily

responsible for the purchase and distribution,of instructional

television programming. Its main vehiqle of transmission, WPSX,

allows the AEBC 5 -1/2' free, of prOgram time per school day.

WPSX..isecarried by A7 cable systems. Schools in the area re-

ceive programming directly
,-

schcOls thenremod ate

circuit systems.

)i-air or through -cable. Some`3

signal for their ITFS or closed-

Despite the ample broadcast schedule, in 1975 the AEBC-
.

'recognized that secondary teachers were unable to use ITV pro-

-grains because of school departmentalization and resulting, prob-

leis,with program availability. In an attempt,to overcome these

obstacles, the AEBC established'a "phyiical distribution project"

.

whereby AEBCdistributes videotaped prograMs to the eight Inter-
.

Mediate Units in heir'coverage area. In turn, the Intermediate

UnittP (service organizations established by the Commonwealth

of Pennsylvania-to enable school districts-to buy equipment and

services more efficiently) make videotape copies,for school

k

districts. Each Intermediate Unit serves several school dis-

tlicts. Each hasten Inistructional Materials-Service' which buys

and mailltSins films, videotapes, videotape recorders and film
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projectors, tend supplies those items, to its member.schqols:
,

Executive Secretary Barnhart estimates that*theremere 180,000.

second4iy "student viewings" directly attributable to the

physical'distribution-project irk -its first yer.
, ''AEBC also provides in-Service programs, applicable for

credit toward state.teacher certification, and'periOdicallY

conducts utilization workshopskat the recrueseof the sc

districts. Additionally,the ExecutiverSecretary'is availe

to

Ot

ch

er,schbols in the preparation of funding proposals.

ces include technical consultation on equipment pur-

nstallation, and a weekly newsletter of program notes

for member Schools.

`Organization of the AEBC 4

The uniqueness of the AEBC derives from its independent

establishment by the Pennsylvania Department of 1Education as ITV

services provider. It differs from most ITV services insofar

as it has independence fom the public teleVision station in

orderto provide services to member school districts. Fifty-'
.

three percent ofall-school districts in the region are active

members of the AEBC; thus the schools themselves are the founda-

tion of the'AEB6 structure.. Each is represented in the AEBC .

Council of Participants, which meets annually to ad9pt the bud-

get, to review annual progress and plans and to irect'a Board

of Diretors. The Board of Directors in atm elects officers,

appoints-oohnittees-, selects instructional programming and
\

'. other ervi es for member school districts., and directs the

7
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)responsibilities of the'Exe utive Secretary and hie staff. An

ExecutiVe Committee of the Board has the responsibility of ad--" N,......,

.

,..

ministering the Board'Board's' objectives while Most of-those admini-..

strative responsibilities are delegated to the Executive Sec-

retary4 a fill -time, paid professional staff member.

The Exei3utive Secretary is responsiile to the Board -for

the daily operations and -Long-range plates of the Council. 'His

duties consist of:

1; Preparing the annual operating budget of the AEBC.

2: Working with the program-assistant in pteparing the
program schedule.

3. Preparing and disaAminating information to educators
! about the AEBC, educational pro ams, etc.

4. Assisting committees and ageng es in identifying,the
educational needs of the AEBC rea by evaluating and
previewing programs and produc g programs as needed.

5._ Working with utilization assist t in developing
programs and materials and in a sseminating materials
to schools.

6. Preparing funding proposals for the AEBC and assisting
members in developing funding proposals.

The Executive Secretary has two professional assistants,

one-responsible for programming, the other for utilization: It

is -,the task of the programming assistant to find through EENi
.

AIT, and other sources, programming appropriate to teachers'

needs. In November he_or sh, asks teachers to'preview and
0

eValpate potential program acquisitions. In January the program

assistant meets with each of the eleren curiculumaubcommittees,

composed of teachers from schools in the AEBC area,to make

program decisions. By April, the schedule offall school-day
I .

programming on WPSK is completed and teachers' guides and other
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instructional materials, indluding an AEBC catalog of instruc -

tional services, are prepared.

The utilization *assistant is responsible for the develop-
.

wentand distribution-Of all written utilisation materials, such

as teachers' guides and the instructional services catalog. He

or she prepares the.AEBC newsletter, ofersees the production of

in-service utilization programs, conducts an'annual evaluation

'Af'instrtictional prOgrams and conducts workshops for teachers

and _administrators on the effective Ise-of television in school.

( .
PROGRAMMING

Programs Used Widely in Schools

The 1976 AEBC teacher Survei)11% sample and 60% question-

.naire return) indicates that language arts and social studies

programs are used frequently on the secon1ary level. This was
r

confirmed in interviews with any techers and media' specialists

'st Park forest Junior High School, State College, and at Altoona

High..bchool.- At Park Forest the media specialist claimed that

all social studies teachers in the ;school use television. Social

studies and language arts tteachers also find relevant programs

from commercial television and evening PBS programming.

! However,. teachers consistently complained about ihe'lck Of

programs in many other areas: matir,lhome economics, health and

physical education, and science (although many science teachers

applauded Julius SumnerMiller's genie's).

Bill Grove, health and physical,ducation teacher at Perk-.

Forest Junior High School, said "it is nearly, impossible.fOr a.

9
5
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teacher to be proficient in'all areas ,of health and sports."

Television programi on speciiiksports'could enable student§rto

learn a wide variety of sports. Television programs could teach

basic rules of games.orow to lise\special sporting equipment

(e.g., UniyersalsGym).1 Moat health programs that are available

have either too much or too little detail to be useful in a

.secondary School curriculum, Grove claimed.

John Vincente%or, 'social studies teacher at'PaJ-rk Forest, ex-

Oressedthe feeling that most television programs aimed at

secondary school, students were actually geared toward adults.

Those programs, more difficult to integrate-into the curriculum,
ff

required greater exPlanatiOn by the teacher and in effect, sup,

presied the quilitY of immediacy which teacherti sought in tele-,

Vincente also faulted ITV for its failure to feature

children with ewers could -identify.

, \Many te hers and administrators complained that copyright

laws prohibited them from taping commercial and public television

'programming. Th: intained that some 'commercial and public

intelevision progr Ong would be incidentally useful'in the class-
,

room. "All in the Family," for example, might serve a language

arts class; "Nova" for th.encei Nati6nal Geo4raphic Specials-for.-

social studies; "Sewing with Susie" for home economics. While

most media aupervisbrs publicly disavowed taping such off-air

,programs, it became evident from later interviews with teachers

iat commercial/and- public television giogrartu3- were being

recorded.

10
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Roth Park-Forest aid Altoona High' School are able to

_overcome (tc; a-limited exte ,nt) the probleth of insufficient pro--.-

gramming througho4ocal teievision:production,whereby teachers

rare able to make a television'program designed specifically for,

. 'their classroom needs. AlthOugh both Sahools have monochrome

'facilities and limited expertise, those teachers who produced

their own programs seemed pleased with the results. .

At Altoona High .School, two iirograms are produced locally

everyday 'inIsocial studies; language arts, cocking, music, health
,

T
.

and science. In addition, the television service produces stu-

dentaffairs programming: "News and Views" (a program produced
4 .

by students as a course. requirement in social studies), ROTC,

'career education, junior achievement and a business education

lab. Park Forest produces its'iwn business educatiori television

course.

Advantages and Disadvantages Inherent in ITV -

Several respondepts indicated that television was 'well-
-...

, .

qi,

suited tq new types of Programmin4 Bill 'Barnhart felt tele-
,

vision should be used in schools *here aertain courses could

not be offered because Of staff and/or budgetary limitations,

for examplein teaching Russian or calculus Television pro-

grams, ,he'thought,"should offer something the teacher (alone]

cannot give the class."

c/im Hoy, Park Forest industrial arts teacher, believed

that television could be useful, in the, industrial arts,by demon-

strating tools the school could not afford to provide. Ho4

enumerated four additional advantagee\for"television use in

r- 1 1-A.
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industreal arts: (1) image-magnification; (2) allowing students

4 view from the teacher'S vAual"perspective; 13) showing de,
11.-

tailed cltse -up work to large numbers of students;' (4) the rep-.

.licability

and money.

,

and consistency of videotape'replay could save' time

Another !Park 4Porest teacher _indicated that those teachers
_

recognized as "egcellent" could be videotaped to give students

` the advantage of being exposed to'the best teachers. Others
.

suggested that televisiOn-might. enable ,students to take advanced

4
placement courses or college -level correspondencecourses taught

by college profestors'for credit, without leaving, their ,own.

schools. Still others suggested that while energy sources are

in .short supply,stelevision can b ing th museum or the industrial

plaht tO the students, reducing :eld trip expenses.

Other advAntages stem from ITV'

large groups, freeing the teacher to work with individuals or

efulness for teaching.

small groups, according to school,adi ministratori: In addition,,

televksion offers contemporary material not-available in text-
.

books'as well as a wide range of audiovisual source materials.

According to one administrator, "ITV is available whenever and

for whatever we want." -.

,:- _ .

. .

Marcus Konie0, Associate Dean of Arts and Sciences-at Lech
. ,

.

.. --

Haven 'State'C011ege, felt that, television has placed a "floor"

or bottom limit on educational standards joy assuring a minimum

of learning even-in the absence of .citiali4y-instrucion. 'According
; .

to Gary Kaufman, Altoona High readingteacher, television, acts as

a Motivating force by capturing students' attention, and breaking

the mohotony' of-a more traditional teaching- learning probess.

'
...

12,.
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Another respondent, Di Beech, Chairman of the Altoona

High Schbol Science Department;- thought that students' familiar-
,

. .

ity with television
/

could make a subjectomoretalatable. Sele- 4'

vision gives iiiithRa visual int 'op, of learning" and.
-C

i. .

stimulatei questionev, a high s -curriculum supervisor of--
4

fered. AEBC's Bill Bacnhart suggested that,television sets a

mood and provides a common basis pf knowledge on which 'discus -

sion can be developed..

Many disadvantages inherent in ITV were ncited-by Marcus

Koiick. He felt that asstelevision is preoccupiedlikith enter-,

.

tainment, even with b ilding personality cults, it consequently'

does not train students t 'think objectively, or to be critical

in their viewing and listening. Konick deplored publishers'

and producere4pontrol of education; prOducers, in particular,

. ;are showmen who ,pacify the audience in order topresent the

answers to prqplemm 'Within the course of the television program, ,

instead o4 allowing students io solve the problem through viewer

participation. WilliamBabcock, State College Area Schools
4,

Superintendent, supported Konick's assertion; he felt there,-

was a limit to the amount of teleliiaion a student could profit-
,

ably watch without interacting in so Als manner.

'Paid Kurtz expreised Konick's distrust of producers

somewhat_ differently:, *Educational 'Ty 'has 'spent ,too. much time

in bed" ith commercial TV." Klitz thought ITV ,production was

too polished, that rather, it should remain distinctive from

commercial television. In contrast one teacher suggested that

ITV must improve 'its production techniques if it is to attract

increasingly sophisticated students:

2.



Two media supervisors vocalized cop.cerns about the physi-

cal problems the uses of television in the classroom. Ray

.!_r Mills, Instructional Materials,Service_Director, Appalachia In-

termediate Unit s, thought the teleVision screen too small, for

groups. Mills felt that programs could be exhibited ..,

bettery,v16 mm film, partidularly because all scholls..oWn at
e'

.leaStsOne 16.mm projector, wile few ,schools ,have color tele-
vision receivers:, For these reasons, W. Harold Williti, Ifi-

structional Media Coordinator, State College Area lrchool Dis-

trict, considered purchasing "Inside/Outn_in the 16 mm format.

In addition, th feeling Was elpressed that television should

be used only as Ldirect teaching medium,, and not for the

transmissiofi-of films.

*ACTORS IN THE USE OR NONUSE OF
TELEVISION IN THE SECONDARY SCHOOS ,

The preient study focusei antwo AEBC'secondary schooldj=

Park Forest Junior High School in the State College` District,

and Altoona Senior High School". Park' Forest is relatively new,

built on a cluster design _in the, late 19i0s. -Student's. were

observed,inindividual or smallilearning groups. The princi-

philoiophy appeared fleXible an the teachers who parti-

,cipated is interviews seemed enthusiastic.

The State College School District operates on .the principle

of building autonomy which gives each principal jurisdiction

over his or her school. $ince 1969, Park Forest Principal

Lewis Rodrick has hired teachers on the basis of their desire

to work in d flexible sittation. He likes hard-working teache's

14
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14ho are 'interested in personal growth.' Rodrick likes to run

the school on "positivity," delegating muthority to teachers

and giving frequent feedback. .

Wien the school. was built, $180,000 was allocated for

media resources. All'rdoms were connectedvby a closed.:-circurt,

three-channel RF distribUtiOn system. The media renter ...

. . -

is located near the libriry in the center, of the building, and /
e-

is staffed by a former teacher, Sob William, the - only full-.
time media specialist in the district.-

.

In contrast; AltoOna Senior High is housed in a ecentl
,

remodeled 50-year-old structure in a working class,, economically'-

depressed community. Since 1963, Dr. Arill'Feeleyhas'been

the Assistant Superintendent* for the 16ona'Area School Dis-

trict,' In 1965 Feeley promoted and )versaw the development'of'

.an ITFS.aystem capable of transmitting on four channels to pll
0 .

Of the district schools,- A fifth.Ohannel serves as educational
*

access heAd-end for the 1 cal cable company.

A traineetelevisiOn teclipiciam, Charles Baker, the TV

Systems Manager for the School District, is directly responsible

fox, the operatiOns of ITV production and distribution. The

television Atudio is located in the school's basement, which

is strikingly remote froithe' main activity of thel school.

Most of the ten weekly prOgrams produced in the studio are

geared to the elementary level. Three hundred prograis used

in the Altoona schools each year originate from WPSX (and the

AEBC).
.

Walter Betar, principal of Altoona Senior High School,

1

views television as "an excellent means of communicating-with
P .

15
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student?.." t He proclaims himself an advocate of television

and he appears On telcvisiondaily.to.read school announce-
.

pris.-1 Mt. Betar expresse&pleasure with Altoona's use of
4 - .

television for, airing student tensions and for presenting

outside agencies to'the students through'community service
'.

. ,.
. .

prOgrams: .Betar y4. televipionas supplemental to teach-
.

. ..

ersh "enhaneincthe educational domain," but not replacing

teachers.". ',,,

Most, of th'e cufticulum supervisors n AltdcLa were
,,,,,; .t

.

posi;tive toward school, television use. T achers,.on.the

other hand, generally espoused mixed fee g's towards tele-
,

'vision. Some teachers su,ggested that they had' feLt more

pressUiv to-use school televAion than they were comfortable

with. .4,
...

Teachers see other problems with m. Bill Paisley,

.'.'an er s $l'icher, offered that "the teachers s don't trust the
, .

idministrators ,and administrators don't trust'the teachers."

4Ie thought, however; 'that,television night work in an atmos-
,

. ,

phere of cooperiktion. Another ttacher felt that few programs-,
A t

f om AEBC were used on the secondary level 6ecause of pOor,

broadcast schedules, lack of-consultation with teachers in

-! making the achedule, or-ljack of cooperation between the TV

ly%Eiteati and AEBC.

-t

,.Lewis Ernest, an advanced grammar teacher at Altoona, Senior,4 . Y

_,./

High, thought that most teachers re ITV as a substietute for

v
S IF. __t lig

16
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teaching--as an opportunity to. "sit on their utt." He felt

that teachers often :scheduled fiiMi that were irrelevant to

the class material,- or for Friday- afternoon entertainment.

Films (and presumably television) were being used as filler
. . J

'rather than as enrichment of existing curriculum. Initead
,

Ernest 'felt teachers should ask: "Is the.1.E.,ec_l_-eonough to

get the point across? Ernest himself never usestelevision

or films because his responsibility-"for 400 college-bound

students allows little timosktik preview and set up films."
(,'

Hildi Lenson, a SubstiVte teacher at Altoond,,crittsized
or--;

,televiiion for reducihg time available.for instruction. While

television can enrich-a subject, most- programs are not aimed.

at raisilg*the level of students' tastes. Media Specialist

Bdbyilliams at Park`Fores,(Zunior High suggested several pos-

sible reasons for teacher non-use of television: (1) the

teacher has had a previous negative experience with television

and his bicome discouraged; ('2) the teacher is self-centered,

and fears that television draws attention from h3av or her;

(3) teachers don't want or don't have timto p an' for tele-

vision use.' Williams relies on public relations toaVercome

teacher distrust of ITV.
o

Bill'Barnhart, AEBC Executive Director;

the use of television requires 'selectivity by

suggested that

the teacher,

program.previewing, and use of teacher guides is preparation.

alb., and integration of, the use of television in class. Barn-
.

hart(als8 observed that passive teacher resistance 'to television

1'



I
15

1.

would bring about an administrator refusal to invest in

television equipment.

Marcus Koniqk stressed the importance of helping teachits

to.use ITV through in-service training. Some secondary

feel that hey, themselves are essential to student learning an

view pr nedis as the only reliable source of information.

As a result, they are sometimes-resistant to,orthreatened)v,

innovative outside activities and viewthe>colleaguesAithb

use classroom--media as "showoffs." Thus, many teachers will

not tolerate the use of television as a Su stitute'for their

a period of ancial retrench-
,/

teathers, Konick thought, are

personal involvement, even in

Ment. ,F etmore, secondary

sometimes' insensitive to the* status of television in the class-
A

room.. Still others fear competition from'a charmidg television

personality who appeals to the students more than the teacher

can. '
/owever, \if the use of school televisibn is to continue,

teacher'iesia ce must be overcome. According to F. Harold

Wi141,440, the teacher is "the'basic force in the use of instruc-

(

-tional TV."' Willits further observed that those teachers who

maintain stimulating contacts outside the schodl br those who

have innovative teaching assistants tend to use teleyisioh

more frequently, but( the others must be'brought into line as

well.

Administrators are most concerned with ITV'S cost-
,

effectiveness, but according to William4Babcock, research has
ti

not yet demonstrated any conclusive rdes4lts. Until such
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research is conducted, decisions about television will'cohtinue

to be political; especially.at a time when the public is demand-

ing accountability for educational costs.

, Some respondents thoUght'that television programming was

among' those items tkbe eliminated in a budget sqteeze, noting

that such a cut Would not cause physical Changes in the school.

(The television receivers would .remain in the classroom, even

if the mohey foprogi'iMming would be eliminated.).'Char/es

Baker observed that many administrators fairto undeistand

the relatively hi4h^dosts of television programming, equipment,.

=

and maintenance. When confronte0 with seemingly exorbitant \

expensei, administrators hesitate to invest 0-television.

Lewis Rodri6k also thought that most principals do-mot know "Or

care about school television.

Many 'respondents felt that administrator encouragement 40

in the use of televisiori wascritical, although W. Harold

Willits thought that,such encouragement was'of no consequence.

Willits hypothesized that television will becialA available in

school if the teachei demonstrates to the-piincipal that he or

she wants or needs it. (Ih Stab Coliige; decisions 'regarding
-

the use of television-are made at the building level.)

Administrators can apparently encourage the use of tele=

vision through their hiring practices and selection'of teachers
k

who express interest in using a wide variety of teaching -

strategies._ Since the ,opening. of Park Forest, for example,

'Principal.Rodrick, has hired teachersjwho are favorable to work-

ing in a flexible scho61. Whether a- prospaCtive teacher uses

19
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-television is of less consequence to Rodrick than how he or
I

she will use television in the classroom. Whil he does_ not

see television asila to priority, once the i ial expenditure

has been'eade, he .wants teachers to use television extensively.
/

Ardell Fe4ley, Altoona Area Schools Assistant Superin-

":.

.tendent; -also reported that he encouragep teachers td coopirate

with others whO Use teleVision, by classroom substituting for

.
athose teachers who re produding their owft television programs.

Feeley also sUggested that one role of the curriculum super-
.

f.

visor is to make certain that a specific number of television

programs are used in each course. .

Administrators can-have an impact, d school teldvision

use in another area--thehiring of -a competent media _special-

ist or' 4V coordinator. Few -schools in the AEBC region have

full-time media personnel; inmost cases, a teacher splits

hisher time between teaching and mediataffairs. Traditionally,

as Marcus Konick observed, AV coordinators have den considerV,

"lowest on the educational totem pole.( " They are not perceived

as learning specialists, but,rather, as custodian S of equipment.

,TO enhance their prestige, Ronick suggested that they should
,

be associated with the school library or learning resources

center.

Several respondents proposed criteria for a good media

specialist: .,,he or she should knOW-ET to use Tipment and

be accountable for its use. He-or she should be curriculum-

,oriented, not only technolo4yoriented, belavailable to deal .

with teacherS in a nonthreatening way, be on good terms with

4,-
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school administratoe rs, and be able to make knowledgeable choices
.416

of media which meet teachers' needs.
,

The success of ITV at Park Forest Junior High School was'

widely attributed to the presence of Bob Williams alnd his Commit-

mePt_of time, interest, and abiliti-. The only full-time media
' ,

..specialist in this disptrict, he is responsible fcir all print and

electronic media distribution and procb4etien. He perceives his

job as a public relations task, and sees his function- as being.rof.

'service to teachers. Williams summarized his resp nsitiliies as

follows: consult with teachers; ascertain which medium can work,

best for i particular subject; demonstrate to teachers how to

Use the AEBC program catalog; and "to show teachers that tele-

vision is no big deal."

-

Scheduling and Equipment

These two interdependent'factors-,7scheduling problems in

,secondarTschoois and general availability of. videotape recorders
4 41

, -

in schools--led to the establishmept of the AEBC phsical dis-

tribution project. High school teachers ip particular fre-

quently cited the program scheduling as an obstructibn to ITV

use. While an elementary teacher remains witp.the same class

all day, the secondary teacher 'repeats the same material with

several classes. Furthermore, while television rebeivers were

almost always present in elementary classrooms, they were rarely

located in secondary classrooms.r In addition,-the available

broadcast schedule offered few programs which Weresuitab e to

the secondary teacher's schedule, and most teachers would avoid

21
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television if the programming did not conform to personal

scheduling considerations,. In fact, schedule changes-by the

teacher-for he. purpose of using television were thought to be

rare,-and were usually' deper4ent on the quality of the program.

AEBC's Bill Barnhart suggested the",,videotape recorder as-
.

a solutio to schedule inflexibility. Sinee most schoolirpos-

sess at least 4e videotape recorder, the AEBC physical% is-

'tribuiion_projeCt could send videotapes to the schooAf which

would,enable seCondary teachers to use programs according to

\their own schddule. One media sipervisor found the physical
> ..

''clr.
.

.

distributimOf tapes to be ,a far less expensive undertaking
f s_

than wiring all the school buildings withinhii distribt. For

this reason, he claimed: the best thing we did was to af-

filiate with,the AEBC."

.Two pickblems with, the physical distribution project soon

became apparent:._- First, a arge, xpensive supply of video,-

I

tapes is iequired _unless t achers/know the exact date of use'
.. v

of 'a ipecifiC prog. Second, due to a lack of publicity,
. . i

many teachers were not -a
\

are of the physical distfibution°
r

pioject or the reasons for its implementation and continued to
./

complain about e uselessness of the present broadcast schedule.

ti-

.1/MPACT OF ITV

Altoona High School respondents suggested some of the
_

ways2inwhich ITV has had a positive impact, Cyril Ramsey,

social studies ciairman, claimed tha}t because of television,
41.

students are demAnding more information in class. -AS'a result,

they are more capable of interpreting material and statiAg

22
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their opinions, with Corressponding iMproveinent of teacher,

evaluations of students. Waltei Betar, the Altoona principal,

attributed a reduction af tension among students through the

daily "New's and Views" program. Betar also felt that students

were becoming more aware of the surrounding "community, thidugh

the presentation of television ptograms on dugs, alcohol,-

politics rand mental health.

Ray Mills credited the student use of porta-paks with an

iiiCreAse'.invisual literacy. With respect to programing de-

signed for students, however, Mills doubted that'in its "10

years of operation WPSX has made any significant impact on

seaondary students. Ron..Corrada at Altoona High School thought

....olthat ITV techniques were too simplistic to be useful to today's

visually-sophisticated students.

Bill Barnhart felt that while ITV probably has not had

a major impact on the .total educational process; there may

have been an effect on individual students and communities. r

Barnhart cited a school presentaiion'of a simulation television

interview program, where 6tudd5ts questioned their own*community

leaders about local problems. As a result the students learned

more about their community and became supporters for the devel-

opment of a conservation program.

ITV played another role in teacher training. Barnhart

surmised that television in- service. programs enriched teachers'

experience and helped them rto grow professionally, by making,

them conscious of the learning process in which they were

the students. .E4P

0 4

23



THE. FUTURE USE OF TELEVISION IN SECONDARy S9IOOLS

If ITV hardware costs decline or stabilize with techno-

logicil improvements, television use may increase insecondary

schools. Dr. Ardell Feeley thought that federal funding would

be required for the conversion to'color television in the

Altoona schools. He envisioned no expansion of televiiion use

in the future. Louella Carn, home economics department head,

felt that'a growth in the use of television could derive partly,

from federal Monies ,for videotape purchases. Bill Barnhart

expec ted an increase in student population which would bring-
.

more funding to schools and thus to make more money available

for television use.

Superintendent William Babcock thought that the future

use of ITV depends on a change in attitudes of the public aid
,

. of teachers toward television. It is his opinion that telei-

. Vision mill play a greater role in education when it is re4
2

II ''' I

garded neither as frill-nor As teachersubstitute. Finalli,
ot,

Paul Kurtz; former president of AEBC,'predicted that television

could be used more widely for educational purposes' as energy

sources become.more scarce. 'Curti thought that schools and

television systems (broadcast and cable) ought to prepare, for

a future when winter classes Will,be presented entirely via

television.

40-
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CONCLUSIONS'm
0

?..)

The first of two principal factors-governing ITV use in

seOondary'schpols is related to AEBC organization and services.

Paul Kurtz, AEBC retired president, cited the cooperation and
\ ,

% \support of IvennsylVania State University as a significant. fac=
r

tOr in the development of the "grass roots" formation and or-
\

ganization,of the Council. Kurtz further suggested that the
i

,,, 1 ,
: .

.

,

Council, whio4 developed out of-a proclaimed need in the
.7- . ,

schools, rather than tmposition from the outside, fostered a

measure of the program's success.,

r

As,a member of theAEBC Board of Directors since its

formation, and a policy-maker at the Pennsylvania Department
I

of Education in the early 1960s, Marcus Konick attributeethe

Council's success to the early Departmelpf Education plan

which made the educational broadcast councild the core of the

'new public stations.. In Konick's view, this organization

fogtered'both the independence of the AEBC and its equal status

with WPSX.

According to Bill Barnhart, the equal status of inettud:

tonal television services and Public television'progtamming

is essential to avoid ,the subordination ofd service to other

station interests. Barnhakt, however, attributed much of the,/

success of ITV in-the Allegheny Educational Broadcast Region

to the interrelationships among organizations: the Pennsylvania.

Department of Education, the AEBC and WPSX, Pennsyliiania State

University--all these combined to offer additional services

utilizing existing structures within the Intermediate Units and

within the school districts thIrselves.

5
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.
A second group of factors governing ITV-use in the

4

secondary schools is school - specific and ultimately lies with

the',dministration., School adm4nistrators need to maintain a
r

fine balance with respect to 'television use: they can support

and foster the use of school tilevision but if they are to' ge-

rive maximum benefit, they must avoiorcing it on the h-

ers. Evidence from site visits indicates that coercion of

tgAchers in, the-use of ITV Aii a negative .reaction. 4

Administrators' hiring practices further advance or re-

tard the use of school television. Their commitment to ITV

is apparent in, their willingness to hire full-time, dynamic,
.

curriculum-oriented media specialists; a technician-coordina?

tor, on the other hand, is probabAy more likely to be concerned

with equipment operation and maintenance than with the quality,

of instruction. Eqiially important for television use is the

Tiring of vibrant, imaginative teachers.who do not fell threat-

ened by television's ibili to draw'attentIon away from the
4

teacher, or I) the Specter of the teacher's replacement by
\

television. :Tally, television seems to be used with best
.

.

\results by those\who view it as one of many learning resources

that may be integrated into ill, curriculum and Used in con-
\ ;.

junction with other tec iques.

\ f


