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{ T . in the hopes that in some small way it may .
"make ¥ difference." . 3
3 . o LY . '
. ’ /'XWN\“\>nRuthe.A{ Ldndy‘ i B \
. {  © 'Richard Carey ' *sz l *
- “~——" Rosemarie Modre . ‘




o : = - ' ' - /
. SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ’ '/
Rose Drewek who did the original Titerature search.
. Julie Stu]ac Pauline Brunhouse and Tom Tobey who
: & did the 1nter iewing, : ’
* " Joyce Bryson %Cf‘ggan Gong who helped develgp- the
- 1nterv1ew for . A )

® Kay Cook, Joe Ruth and M11es éutnam'who fielped
"identify the samples. ..

v V1da/hramt who spent many hours at the typewr1ter
~ tranScribing thé interviews.

.. Shirley Re1th who he]ped in significant ways far
too numerous ‘to mention, )

{ Jim Hessler who rev1ewed and cr1t1qued the paper,
Isabel Rose who edited the. manusgript. -

. 'Joyce Hardy. and Cecil Munsey who provided supbort
and understand1ng

* And-finally, N
: Ruth Martinson who served as mentor, 1nsp1rat1on
and mode] .
< . )
. . . L)
y

. - . a‘

(. ﬁ‘




.
L
<A - *
.

DMENSIONS OF LEARNING FOR THE
) HIGHLY GIFTED STUDENT . Yo
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THE PROBLEM

In a school district \with a large proportion of: .
. students, identified as. academically gifted (20 per- '
cent in the Palo Alto Unified School District during
the period of this study), the questian arises as
 to the effeltiveness ‘of the programming for the en- '
‘tire.group of gifted students. Within the group
“of_gifted much concern has been-expressed. for the
. highly gifted (defined in this study as those 3+

standard deviations above the mean on nationally - i
normed individual tests i. .e. WISC or Stanford Binet,
or with 'I.Q. scores above 145 or 148). The litera-
ture has raised some quest1ons abouf this group in
cemparisaon to ‘those students in" the lgwer ranges
of giftedness (130 to 145). The program coordinator,
and other staff work1ng with these students were ‘
concerned with the diffitulty of making qualita-
tively different and appropr1ate educat1ona1 programs
for these students .
In view of these questiaps, it was deo1ded to ]
design a study for the purpose of <isolating and \(
focusing upon the learning characteristics of the
highly g1fted Since the ]earn1ng of these students”
. at the elementary level takes place.within g class- ,
room of students with varying ability, it was felt ’
that some comparison of these characteristics with
.those of the academically "average Palo Alto stu-
dent" (defined in this case as_students with
academic aptitude scores on national norms between
50th and 75h percent ké\ ) might be of value.'*in

other words, what kinds ef.individual progrqmm1ng
might ‘be needed by the acddemically highly gifted -
student which might be different from the needs of '
the larger numbers of academically average students
within the[same classrooms? At the secondary level
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" there are some special advaficed grouping$ for the
gifted; however, for a portion of tke day they are
in classes with average Palo Alto students.

POPULATION Lo : s

The Palo Atto Unified School District has a student
enroliment of 12,500 (during the per1od of" the .
study), and over 2600 had been identified as gifted
using state criteria (i.e. over 20 percent).. State .
criteria include an individual intelligence test = °
-score at or above the 98th percentile in elementary
school, or, at the secondary level, a group academic
aptitude and an achievement score-¥n reading or math
at or above the 98th percentile,

Another perspective on the abnormal distribution of .
the academically gifted in Palo, ATto is illustrated
by the graph below. It shows that over 30 percent

of the gifted popu]at1on have, scores above 145.

-The number of students who score 3+ standard devia-
tions above the mean (i.e. 145 or above) in a normal
distribution is 13 in 10,000, while in Palo Alte-it |
is approximately 420.per 10,000. Therefore, it is
clear.that it is not a sma]? or, insignificant part

of the student popu]at1on tHLI is being studTed..

TABLE-I: Distribution of IQ Scores Within the
X Gifted Range in Palo Alto, '1974-75

s,

3 4
IZS% 26% 19% 14%| 9% Sk | 4%

1Q Score 130 135 140 145 150 155 160& above* .

(*The test nbrms do not discriminate very well above
160.) ’ '
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LA
SETTING . e
: .¢ .

. Programming for the students identified as gifted in
.Palo Alto spans twp-decades. ‘Provision§ for these

. students at‘the elementary level takes.the form of
‘enrichment within the basitally self-contained.

. heterogeneously, grouped classreom. These provisions
-are individually designed programs which provide .+ -
qualitatively different experierces for the students.
At the secondary level Honors amd ‘Advanced Placement .

) classes-are(gVailgble for the qudent. -

Student, teacher and parent dvaluation of this sys-
tem of providing -experiences for this population has,
over the years, been genera]Ty positive and sups \
portive. . k ‘

u‘ .

., — As described in%}he statement of the problem above,
however, some copcern was felt for the educational
programming for the students in the academically
‘highly gifted raq?e. ’ ’

. 3
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PﬁOCEDURES USED Iﬁ‘THE STUDY OF HIGHLY GIFTED .
STUDENTS AND THEIR APPROACHES TO LEARMING

_~ OVERALL METHODOLOGY '

The study was conceptualized as essentially in-
ductive. The method was to gather subjective
-~ data in a systematic way from a large fAumber of .
.students identified as highly gifted. These data !
were recorded ofi tapes ang transcribed for review
by the, three investigators who helped design the
data ‘gathering instrument. The analysis took
. place over a period of twg years with interim
reports, * the formulatiom.of additional questions
and the raising of new issues.
N .
IDENTIFICATION OF THE SAMPLE o N

' It is important to noté\the details of how our
gifted sample was identified, The students were.
identified as gifted by either a Weensler Intelli-

1 gence Scale for Children or arStanford-Binet..
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None of the students were chosen from those identi-
,  Tied by group measures. "Both of these instruments
' put a certain premium upon speed bf reaction and
timed exercises. Our-group of academically highly
gifted students may also be®gifted in "academic
speed;” that is, other potentially_ highly gifted -
students-without the capacity for completing aca-
demic tasks quickly might not be in our sample of
ighly gifted." Therefore, if this speculation
is correct, it has \mplications for educational
programming (and probably.for identiftcation pro-
* cedures qu'samp]e\fhe1uded_students who are

’

)
- not only accurate but vepy quick in their academic

s , responses, - s .
. [ ’ ' .
At first the Study was :going to incldde only highly
gifted subjects, but eafly in the planning it was '
,. decided to add a Eomﬁarison group of stideats "L
. matched on sex, gradg level and class. The reason
it'was decided to add the comparison _group was two-

fold. First, a frequent question from teachers

-

and others when we presepted the early findings L

was, "But are these characteristics any different
from other more dverage students?" Second, "How
might your ‘findings he]p us pravide for this group
« when they are in a léarning énvironment with other.
. PAUSD students?" Thus, a compdrison group was
- ~chosen to represent as nearly as possible an
"average" PAUSD student. Since the average score
‘on group academic aptitude tests is about at the
*  65th percentile for all students, a range of from
. 50th through 75th percentile was used for selection
to the comparison group? ’ .
_Amother change in sampTing took place when the 8th
and 1]th grades were added. The reason for. this '
was the frequeatly raised questjon, "Are there
1ikely to be differences in 1eainfng characteristics
of the highly.gift&d that change as they dget older
and in higher grades,~or will any generalizations«
- you reach hold for later years?" Also, teachers
‘and staff in the secondary school sHgwed definite
interest in-any findings that might ‘help them pro-
. gram secondary school studentss - =

L. 10+

.
+ - . ~
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The samp]e for the.study 1s shown in TABLE 11.‘.
This sampling was designed to allow for. comparisons

oVer a rang¢ of developmental 1eve1s and grade o
, levels. . »
| . ~ - ‘ : 3
, TABLE. II. s e ] ) ; . R
*\\\ _ GRADE  HIGHLY GIFTED  COMPARISON .
3. 30 300 - ~
- 5 . 38 ... -3 e N
] 8 20 20 )
11 : 2
o 23 o 3. '
,. .
e S

DEVELOPMENT OF THE INSTRUMENT . ’

The first step for developing an instrument for
dEscr1b1ng individual differences among very ahle

- s%udents was asking three teachers with consider-

-2

“able experience teaching highly gifted students, -

to describe the,learning styles -and preferred
learning situations of highly gifted students
with whom they had worked. (One teacher was

also a parent of three such children.) This

was completed on released time when teachers had
an opportun1ty to review their exper1ences n e
depth, with the three investigators “taking nptes

“and 11sten1ng to their commentary

-These descr1pt1ons gav he 1nvest1gators some

. in-depth descriptions of how highly gifted stu-

-

dents react in classes which contain a wide
range of acadamic aptitude. From these descrip-

. tiong standardized interview questions were

generated. The expectation was that very ‘able
students could provide analysis*and 1n35qhéu1nto
“their learning characteristics when provid
with the right st1mu1us

A

Arstructured 1nterv1ew of fiftefn items was de-
veloped,’ and tr1ed w1th a small,sample of fourth

12 5

Y




and twelﬁth gradé h;gh1y able students.’ In

additjon,” the same instrument (slightly .reworded)
.was uséd for teachers 0f elementary students ,

(third and~£1f¢h grade) who were also 1nterv1eWed

(See Appendlx ‘1) The® appropriateness of the ques- .
tions sekmed to beé confirmed by the.reactions ob-s
‘tained from the ‘teachers and the grade groups. v
In dddjtiony several useful interview" "probes” )
Wwere developed, making for a more ‘reliable inter-
’view instrument. This same instrument was used

. for the entire sampling group, and-interviews

yere tape-rec%0 ed and transcribed for review by

the 1nvest1ga ) ‘ 7‘//-

1

-~ ANALYSIS OF DATA oL T

’

The process of doing the Jnterv1ew1ng of a]] the
grouds sampled -and gétting the data transcribed
was 1engthy and took Pplac€ over two years. Dur-
ing thHis time interim status” reports were given
“to teqthers, administrators’ and guidante workers.,
These reports resulted in.the enlargement of the
study from-an elementary level to include second- ‘.
ary level, and the development of g comparison .

reup. A des1rab1e result of the interim reports
was a w1despread use .of the interview instrumenty
by school staff ‘in developing programs or the
genera] students 1dent1f1ed as gifted.

\

A The ana]ys1s of, the data prodeeded jﬁer many

meetings and discussions after reag®g and re-
» Jeading gher interview transcr1pts This resulted
in the tification &f four d1mens1ons which
~—. seemed Sscribe the 1earn1ng charaederistics
- of the highly 'gifted, Thése‘dimenstons were:

-

. A Instruct1ona1 style . _"
By Peer, context !
C. Independence :
+. D Var1ety

‘The d1scuss1on of the, f1nd1ngs of the study w111
“ be- ‘organized_ aréund”these four areas. .
- o
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A, RESULTS: INSTRUCTIONAL STYLE

- .
. . »

The mQJAQance of the teacher's instructional
methods and style is a major theme with highly
gifted students at all 1évels. When asked to
describe "best, wost rewarding exper1ences of
the school year," or.the settings "where ydu
learn best," the highly gifted included examples
, of f!ach1ng methods and of teacher responsive-
§§ toward student ideas. ’

-

_ An opportun1ty for discovery 1earn1ng or prob-
lem solving is most. important to these stu-
dents, with the adult resources available
according to a student's need for them. For .
, example, ' o B

<
Lt . ~

"I like to discover’ facts and
thlngs, rather than having
\ ) someoné tell me thirgs..."

S

“I like.a teacher.who does Eot
help you all the time, on$y
when you really™need help."

Teach1ng methods cited as giving chances §or —~
.+ discovery learning are‘class discyssions, ’

_projects, problems or applications of new

know]edge, simulations and learning games.

To be without the_time and opportunﬁty to
~40ca%e information and to use new ways * '
."of learning brings disappointment and '

disinterest for the g1fted students. Fre-

quent or routine use-of any method (lectures,

‘reading with reports to, foltow, same book
. or workbook, same kind of tests) prevents \

theix discovery of new ways of learning. N

While giving students answers or information

prevents\the1r d35covery exper1ences, they
\; mention also that use of s1ng]e or few
' L) 7.
g 7 .

ot
.




methods of study prevents a variety of experience
in their learning how to learn.
. . ° . 1

“ Enough students describe the importance of dis-

covery learning experience and of applying or
sharing their knowledge, that programs for gifted
students need to include such opportunities
routinely. Each day, in some subject areas, and
weekly for all subject areas, highly gifted stu-
dents probably need to have these opportunities.
A teacher's readiness to listen, to respect and
understand what students say, and to accept sug-
gestions are also very important to the 1earning -
of highly gifted students, at all Tevels.

Typically,

"I like teachers who are understanding.
They act-like they really care for you,
(and) they make things fun for the whole

- classs.. ™ .

and : &

"...a teacher who likes to talk about
things, who listens to you, too, who
doesn't interrupt and change the subject."

and -

¥...one who checks if we understand,
accepts our ideas....one who takes sug-
.gestidns."

The quality of responsiveness desired in a teacher's
style is remarkably similar for highly gifted stu-.
dents grades 3-11. )

A teacher's humorous and playful approach to in-
struction is also appreciated by many highly gifted
students.

"I like ; she is funny-and we
laugh a lot® I don't like a’ttacher
who yells at you and gets jad...."

.

a4 "

L
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"I would use games to learn thlngs .it's
fun and I learn more that- way.

2

"My- teacher helps me more and does it-
by making e,little joke."

The kind of 1ightness, the keeping of a perspective
of several views at one time described by highly
gifted students,, is reminiscent of the ways many
of them uSe their own imagination in school
learning situations. (See Interview Question:

~ What Part Does Imagination Play in Your Life?)

Perhaps an ab111ty or a preference for p]ayfu]
approaches to a situation is an aspect of some
highly gifted students' learning style. It
would be interesting to investigate whether those
highly gifted students would rank high on tests
.of creative or playful uses of objects and con-
cepts,. For while giftedness and creatiyity

are closely related in the genera],bopu]ation,
for ‘those students who are highly gifted and *
specifically creative in such ways, school pro-.
grants could include provision for their individu-
al 1earn1ng style. .

Instructional style and aspects of learning

The identification of highly gifted stugdents is

by an individual intelligence test score. Botha
WISC and Stanford-Binet tests measure abstract

and conceptual ability...the ability to generate
“and.use concepts. The tests present standardized
situations that require new uses of old concepts,
or‘development of concepts, for successful perfor- «
mance. Highly gifted students succeed above 99 *
- percent of the population. So, it is not sur-
prising that students selected for very high
ability also ga1n great personal satisfaction

from using their® conceptual ability in school
learning situations through discovery, learning

of new concepts and us1ng familiar concepts in

new ways.
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-Differences by deVe]opmenta]'leveI;.g

. While many similarities exist across .school levels

in the student preferences for instructional
style, it is 1nterest1ng to Took at d1fferences
as well. . q_

Secondary schoo] h1gh1y gifted students more often
prefer and learn ‘best ‘when act1v1t1es are clearly
related to the purpose of the,class, when teachers

show their own interest in the subject and the,

activities, and when the c]ass atmosphere. is in-
formal yet busy. Perhaps the departmenta] organi-
zation of studies, and the teacher's evident choice
of materials and approach, lead older students™ to’
notice> such learning situations. . They describe
persona] behav1or by teachers, in contrast to a
'role' or a procedure of 'teaching, as he]pqng
them‘]earn better in aNl subjects.

Elementary school highly gifted more often descr1be
humor, Tightness, and’ learning through games as
important qualities, for the1r 1earn.ng settings.

*

Differentes between h1gh1y gifted: and above- average
groups

Many qualities of teachers' behavior: toward students
are desiredialike by the two groups....caring and
interest, listening, prov1d1ng variety of methods
for’ learning, allowing for students to work at
different speeds and work with students of like
speeds, and aTlowing studegts to pursue different
interests within each subject area.

Yet, #mportant diffékences are found in the purpose .
0f adult (teacher) availability and interest in stu-
dents. The above average students gant thoroubh
explanations, non-judgmental assistance when having
difficulty, and a teacher taking time to help and
not hurried or impatient in responding. This 1s in
contrast to the members of the highly gifted group .
who wanted to be left alene until they ask for aid,
then as 1ittle as necessary, so they can return to

o ‘heir solitary or small group 1earn1ng efforts

2

-




B. RESULTS' REER CONTEXT ™~

.( ‘

Peer centext 'is, a major element in school 1earn1ng,
and . the student interviews included very clearly
described sets of vdriations which actually in-
'fluence the1r learning exﬁé?yences.

: H1gh1x g]fted students at all levels want to
chogse the "peer context in which they learn,
and‘they,d1so have definite purposes for the

_ chdices’ they would make. Twq aspects of peer
context seem, to be important: Jlearning with others

or learning aﬂone, and teaching others, including

tutormg. y . N

WOrk1ng.ow-learn111~a]one helps many students to
develop understandjng through r d1ng, to improve
. personal competence in writing or.in music, and
to, formulag ideas. Sbme students make the choice
for learping alone by subject matter such as
English or mathematics, others by activity such
as discussioh vs. paper work. -

Small cld%se or small groupings up to ten are
chosen for shared l€arning activities such as
projects, or ffor the teaqﬁer to' serve as consul-
tant while stldents share their learnings and
their methodsiof finding out via discussion.

Tutoring or teaching others is cited also as a
desirable way |to learn. To help someone is
reported.a good way to understand better oneself,
and it brings satisfaction to help another or to
be sought for help. At the same time, several
students clearly state they do not Tike to help
others, or only in certain subject areas. So
individual preferences are_very important among
highly gifted students 1nith1s sub-dimension.

-




leferences by deve]opmenta] 1eve1 ’

While highly g1fted students want the cho1ce qf
individual and group. settings, thgfelementary
» Students cite subject matter area as the. bas1s fbr
chofjce more often than secondary students. The.
older students, however, more often ment1on the
.pleasure of doing well with peers, or of shar}ng
ideas together and developing new V1ewpo1nts than
do the e]ementary students. Since the social,
Tearning experierces are very important to second-
.ary school-age students, this d1fferenqe in pur-
. pose served by group sett1ngs is not surprising. ',
. . \ L3 N - \~\
Differences between highly g1fted and above average
groups o
k\ E\ ’
Both groups want choice of‘peer eontext¢ whether
to Tearn alone or with small” groups. The above -
average group cites the purpose of mutual aid, of
getting ‘and: rgiving necessary help,.of working to-
'.gether The highly gifted’ groups cite the discyss-
ich produce different op1n1ons and ways of
ing.as the purpose for group work.

s
>
X
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-C, RESULTS: INDEPENDENCE ‘AND’ DECISION-MAKING " -

. At all grade levels studied, the highly gifted

students described in the interviews their need
or desire for so?g part of their learning to~be
self-directed. is is a very frequent theme in
the 1hterv1ews. For example, a typical react1on
to the question, "How do you learn most enJoyab1y
and best7“ .

N | ’llk?e kind of class where you are.
put on"Your own....it is more fun. I r
don't like to.sit and be bored "o

——
-

The very strong des1re for independence is accom= "

panied by discussion’ suggest1ﬁg that for many of
these students. the lack, of some ind pendence in
learning is painful. Close]y rebated is the ob-
servation that this nee€d is related to pace and
timing. .Some studerits cite the disadvantage in
frequently finishing ahead of 6&hers and either
being punished by being assigned repetitious work
(which most often highly gifted students do not
need), or simply wasting t1me7do1ng noth1ng

So many of ‘the highly g1fted students descr1be
problems ‘of this kind in their learning that it -
seems important for many students to design. edu-
cational experiences which program "independence"
into their learning. Also, perhaps a well- balanced
program for the highly gifted student needs to
review whether they have the study skills or
maturity to be sélf-directing. Rather c]ear]y
they desire, and they have differences in academic
aptitude that strongly suggest, the need of in-
dependence in their learning program, part1cu1ar1y

for that part of learning related to timed assign- 4 .

ments.

19
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2 -Learning in relation.to indepéndence -- differences

for the highty gifted and above average

"30' i . ’

The interviews revealed a considerable difference
betwgen "above. average" and "highly gifted" stu-
.depts_in relatidn to independence in learning apg

-the time ,dimension. Both groups made commegts.¥é-

-- -- -'garding beingsable to decide how fast to cov r.'

Mmaterdals, but the average group more_ often wanted
“things to godnore slowly. The highly gifted al-

« 7 most always wanted to be free to go ahead on their
"~ own fastery.and they felt slowed down by waiting

«" “for others ﬁ%’by having an assignment that was not

¢~ appropriaté to the time span given to it. -

-
[ R .

s+ " Anather possible difference, although not so clear
cut,™is that the highly gifted tended to have _more
confidence that they could go ahead on their bwn.
They more frequently described the teacher as’ the
‘consultant" for the use of.their time rather than
.. ..the "director." The teacher who can help them
, + ¢ At the time they need help, and then provide them.
" with another assignment, is of great value to them.
"+ Whereas the patient teacher who carefully takes
the time to- go over lewrning carefully is more fre-
quently identified by the abgve-average students,
Thus, ‘although the degree of,maturity was not.eb-
viously different for the highly gifted and above
average student, more highly gifted students seem
confident in going ahead independently in learning
situations, if allowed to de so.

- - n \ .
Another possible difference in functioning might
be termed "desire for depth of pursuit." WMore high-
ly gifted indicated a desire to pursue a subject
area at some length in some detail. This may be -
viewed as contradictory to the earlier observations
but actually it"is mot. Finishing up the “compul-
sory” or "basic", content does not mean it has to
be superficial, Once a student gets .past funda-
mental Tearning the question of how tp do more
creative -or self-expressive activitigs, becomes im-
portant. For example, highly gifted s%udents often
gave a description of a lengthy detai]ea type of,

"ERIC . L
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. project as their "h}gh p01nt" of’ 1earn1ng for the
‘ schoo]-year. T e L e

-Another frequent1y mentioned point by the h1gh1y

gifted students was related to having to do. workbook . ~
or repet1t1ous exercises. The repeated dpplication -
of a concept'or skill-with a nimber of identical or,

. very similar probflems was boring and not felt to pe’

productive. Although the compafison group often

had simiTar comments, they were not so frequent nor,

s? sharpiy worded. : )

A f1na1 comment about the research methodo]ogy in ‘ QJ

this study: the highly gifted were identified on*

the basis of two different indiwidual tests which .

were largely verbal.. Because the identification -

procedures put so much epphasis upen verbal apt13”

tude, it is difficult to separate what is rea]]y

"different" in their ledrning style. from what 1s

simply. said*more Clearly or eloquentty;. Many .

of thé dimensions of desired independence'are

51m11ar-to those found in any d1scuss1onaof in-

d jdualized 1earn1ng, but the. h1gh1y gifted L
sgem to, articulate 'these needs more clearly and &

‘ ungent]y than others, possibty becglyse they

exper1ence the pains of lack of individuaiized
program1ng more, and possibly because they are
more articulate in explaining what they would ]
1ike.to~have happen to them in academic situations. %

' D1fferences by develgpmegtal level or grade / ,

N ‘

S1nce our study covéis-thlrd through e]eveé/h L
grade, it is interesting to note differencés :
that might be attributed to age and mafurity
of learners, or to the differences in the kind

=of educational programing they were experiencing.
The.senior high students less frequently com- Cll

- plained of lack of options than did the younger

students. Possibly the senjor high programing

does’ provide more options, and also, possibly

they have more frequently 1garned to discover, , .
' or create new options for themselyes. Also,-

+he discus$ion of 1earn1n22tends to ref]ect
" 15
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{ .esubject area d1sc1p11n;$y differences more frequent-
1y in the h1gher gradese .

Another d1fferen§e is that the higher.grade students
are more likely. to have spec1f1g critical commentary

. about a teacher¥s style and how he/she mjght im- .
prove thgn the lower grade students. .The etement
of "activism" with regard to teachers and’ eQueat1on
s more ev1dent in the,later years. In fact, it
was interesting to note the‘1arge number of h1gh1y
gifted who describe giving input that improves the
teacher's performance as an outstanding or a "hjgh v
point" educational. .experience for them. -Possibly - o
‘programing that)encourages more discusSion.of the Q'
educational process itself and how to alter it is =
valuable for the older highly gifted student. s, B

4 v

One Other difference is in relation to grades and
out-of-class activities, The secondary students

: mention grades and evaluation of learning mucg

" more frequent]y -This is not surprising since the
e]ementary students Q;;e their progress reported

1Y

in conferences, :wheress the secondary students
have their progress reported on written cards. The
highly gifted, more frequently than_the above
average sample, find grades reward;ng An 1nteresta
- ing corollary is that at the hi'gher grade’ Tevel .
. the above average student more frequently than did
" the highly gifted mentioned a_ social er .sports’ EVent
" as reward1ng. Possibly the students’ school "style*
of Tife" is influenced much more clearly by methods .
of . report1ng pupil progress in the secondady school
than in the elementary., Despit® the obvious d1f-
ferences, however, it was possible to mistake”the
comments of. some of the younger highly gifted stu-
dents with the older ones. Ways of describing the '
$pact of school and learning are not so rad1ca]1y
fferent as to be easily d1scerned . (

S1m11ar1t1es in above ‘average'and htghly gifted -

Most of ‘the above .discussion re]ated to d1fferences’
A number of similarities exist. Ome is that much
of w at the highly gifted students describg is

Q 2 2 !
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.

> ' differentgonly in sharpness of expréession.
Another siimilarity sgemed to exist with regard to
* subject matter. Both groyps tended to want more
structure in science, math and language, and’
more independence in English and social studies.
—  This near consensus did not seem to be related
to 1iking or not liking a subject area, but

' related to the subject area.

.
-
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Variety in learning’experiences is valued ?y the
highly g1fted thifoughout the study. By definition

A

variety means®*vanjous, varied, lack of monotony. -
The importance of such diversity in school experi-"
ences became apparent through student responses
<o questions No. 1 (What is the most impertant
.~ thing that happened in school today7) No. 4
(What was the most exciting school experience
* last year?) and NooNI5 (If you could have any
kind of situation at scheol thiat you wanted, what
kind of thing would you ask for7) The 1nterest/
value in variety was expressed in-=two dimensions:
variety of experience and activities wit in the
A s parameters of a subJect, e.g. read1ng, nglish, .
math, and interest in a variety of instructional .
methoﬂs used by the teacher )
In comments re]at1ng‘to var1ety within a subject, |
area, students included interest in "more experi-
ence with different types of science," "using
real objects in math," "more selection of books in
the -classroom," "go in depth in a subject,” "learn
what black history had to do with us today, not
100 years ago," "discuss 1deas," "computer classes,"
o "language labs" ang "we did research o hina -~
all about 'mythical animals like dragons and lions,"
Students also made an appeal for new and different
assigngents, e.g. -do an autobiography of their
parents, make a puppet show of their wisit to the .
z00.

-

kK
Var1ety in 1nstruct1ona] methods included conmments .
on the valug of sem]nars, plays, making of bulletin
. . boards, movies on various subjects, independent -
study, small group study, alternatives, to reports
¢ . for d1sp1ay1ng knowledge, slides, tapes, plays, dio-
ramas, creative stories, rewriting resource materials,
kids teach kids, special interest groups. Fijeld
trips were valued and p]eg;\to "Let us learn in the
Q .

- . R4
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Do "I gade a scale model Of...."

. \./‘ Q‘ : ¢ b

communlty. When t;klng cooklng, let us go to

" restaurants and see how people cook." "Let us’ -
sed‘what occupations‘are like," tr1ps to missions,
p] etarilms, zoos. The use of resource persons

. in the classroom was- ‘mentioned particularly by

the older students. '"The most exciting exgerience
for me last week was the law student who came to
taIk about freedom of the press o

One flfth grader sa1d "What's exciting to me:-is
learnlng somethlng new'"

v

T . : S

Differences between the highly ngted and the
above average '

- ) ’ ﬂ
Both' groups identifiedsas waluable field trips, )
resource persons, multiple media and alternative
-assignments, as ways to display learning. The

. highly gifted, however, respeonded more quick]y'

and more relevantly and were more fluent, in their
responses. Furthermore, they seem to carry an
experience to a greater depth or a more complex
level.  For example, .

We Heard a tape on Chlna and 1 t%ht‘~

\\\bout being Chinese ~~- my life wo
certainly ‘be dlfféfent_" -7 s

. .

_"We visited San Juan Mission. The
priest who took us around was very
1 S 11
1nterest1ng. » -
"We made a movie of the Boston Tea
Party." .

. ’We did a puppet show of...." -
\ v _ '

I3
v

The application of an experience and the per-
ceivgd implicatigns of an experience appeared .
to be more characteristic of the highly gifted ‘.’
than the agove ave;agé%

Y 4
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. D]fferences by deve]opﬁénta1 age : , a

The youngest ch11dren in the sxudy the th1rd 4_\
. and fifth grades,:both highly g1fted and above\ . .4
anyage, had more d1ff1cu1ty-teca111ng and being ) %

e specifig “about "exciting"_schpol experiences or,, - ’

L]

v e s

"how they might change tﬁ1ngs.' Their comments * A
were much more ‘related to a school routine and '
. -teacher and peer re]at1onsh;ps than'y@re the older -
ones, The abgve average yound_ ones seemed to be
search1pg ‘for the right answers te tﬁa quest1ons.
The g]dé? students seemed more .freé in the ex-". ..
- pression of thefr ideas, with the highly gifted ‘-
-‘making fréquent reference to the power or effect’
of 'the teacher on the breadxh or 11m]tat1ohs of .
¥ learning exper1enees.

7 : “ .. .t

N L .
t S1m1f§rrf§25 ‘between highly,gffted responses and

. above17Verqge students _ /"'\f/, j -

" Similgrities betwegn £ne ggsponses 0? the highly

T g1ft *students and thos€ in the comparison ggoup. .+ 4
were more apparent in grades three .and five tha
in‘grades eight and elkven.. The gaunger students w

8o of both .groups identified multip™ items which

reflected variety as exciting amd important. The

. . .highly gifted students,‘however,\1nc1uded more A
items and descyibed thgin im.greateNggdetail.d Yardety
as identified as important and exgi by 8th and °
J]th grade highly g1ft€9 and phove average stu-

-dents was in most lnstances reldted to'.grades and

. personal qﬁp1evement These older students also

" provided greater details and number .of items in §

their responsés than did the above- average. Qﬁ

Théq¥mp§1cat1ons of stuﬂent responses to item

# _which relate to vagiety in 1e&rn1hg exper1en;é£>
'seem clear. Excitipg agd, important experienc

v for highly gif&ed ‘?udents are those which are

ppen-ended, provide opportunities to usiégggs
viously, learned skills in differeft con s and
ones which, allow for accelerated experiences,:  °

- B

- - . . - f‘\
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Addltlona11y, the use of the community as an ex-
tension of the ctassroom enhanced learning for
all students in the study. -Scheduling undoubted-

ly serves as an impedipent to the field study
. trip concept in the secondagy#school and, there-

fore, accommodations for this concern of students
may be difficult. The elementary school, hoyever,
should have -no ‘such problem and could take full
advantage of opportun1t1es outside the classroom

g enrich students' learning &xperiences.
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e SPIN OFF

Othew Uses of ¥nterview Form

During the conduct of this study, the fﬁree in-
vestigators had grown interested in the™ potential
use of the interview instrument by teachers. .
Several teachers who attended discussion sessions
where the interim results were presented also had
inguired about using the interview to gather use-
ful material for their planning.

We reviewed the results of the study for impli-
cstions about the usefulness of a workshop for
interested teachers.

“The interview itself, tak1ng 20-30 minutes,, m1ght‘"i

be very useful as a too] to teachers for individu-

- alizing instruction for any student. Most

characteristics of good learning settings,” of

helpful teacher behavior and peer context were

similar for the highly gifted and the average stu-
dents. All interviews had included: students'
degcriptions of actual "good" experiences (which
are poss1b1e to replicate) and "disappointing"

experiences (which could be avoided).
&

" S0, a teacher of highly gifted students could use

the same kind of information about instructional
settings in individualizing for other students as
well.

Lo [N

Teachers Learn Interview Procedure

A two-hour- tra1n1ng workshop was included’ 1n a

regular school district autumn conference. "It
was designed and led by one 1nvest1gator~and a
psychologist colleague and ingcluded expérience in
being interviewed as well as interviewing, and

" ways to use the résults with highly gifted students

© 28> o




and those with more typical aptitude. (

Pre-tes_/Post test Measure for InJ?VTdua11z1ng
Instruction - , ‘ e

A future use of the 1nterv1ew wou]d be to examine
some results of student-teacher planning through

/interviews after the learning settings preferred

by the student had been provided. For example, »

. would some Students prefer different features in

their programs after a period of 4, 6, 10 weeks?

‘Would students request more gec1f1ca]1x as .they

Tearned more about their learning under their
preferred conditions? Many questions could be
investigated, using a student interview method,
as to effects of- 1nd1v1dua11z1ng programs and
upon teacher planning. .
Since highly gifted students do articulate.so
clearly the experiences and preferencef of most
students, they are a marvelous resource to
teachers in,leakning about what is currently
tmportant for individualizing group learning - -
settings. The pleasure which the highly '

‘gifted students describe from informal dis-

cussion about areas of common interest with
their teachers also underscores the ready regard
they have for teachers who work with them.

—
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, The implications described in this summary are
offered in the spir#t of sharing hunches and’
insights gained from listening to, reading trans- -
cripts and talking about what these students
seemed to be'sayingeto us with some consistency.*

1. Prov1d1ng frequent opportunities to learn

.through discovery is 1mportant to many.
of the highly gifted.

2. Highly gifted students cbmprehend basic

~ concepts quite quickly. Their discovery
learning experiences may be -combiped with
either depth or Breadth of pursuit, as they
thoose.. Thus, for example, a fearning °.
center, or a looseleaf notebook or cardfile
of "activities and applications. elaborating

ror ysing basic cencepts, could be an ap-
proach to giving independent choice and
d1scovéry learning oppotunities.

Y

3. The matter of pacing@nits of learning de-

serves attention by’ the teachers of highly
gifted. Highly gifted+students report
finishing concepts and units more rapidly
than others. Since they often ‘repofrt also
the desire for greater deptﬁ, it may be
possible to arrange for further pursuit
fo}]ow1ng completion of the basics. . .

4. The frequent high vélge placed on indepen-

dence of pursuit suggests still ahother
strategy. If .the’ teacher, early in the
school year, €an get some feeling for how

.confident the. student ds in his/her ability
to proceed independently, the teather can
provide more eff¥ctive assistance in "in-
_dependent” work or make an early start ‘in

-+using the ab1ﬁ1ty already developed. Once
established, this makes it possible without
at great dea] of extra teacher time to pro-
'vide the greater depth or breadth the student
wants., .

-

SUMMARY AND SGME POSSIBLE IMPLICATIONS .

-

.’
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_There are a number of questions related to our’

The highly gifted students often provide
insights. not only into their own learning
but that of others as well. Many of these
students spoke very highly (especially in
the upper grades) of an opportunity given
by some teacher .for them to contribute to
the design.or improvement of a learning
environment, This has the additional

.valye of preventing an overemphasis upan

inde endence at the expense of being a
part of the 1arger group in a meaningful

way.
-The expressed needs for variety by these

students often seem well served by open-
ended assignments, the opportunity to use
previously learned concepts or skills in
different contexts and allowing for ac-
celerated experiences.

“Broadening the concept of school so as to

include the community resources,and
specialists will provide the cha]]enge,
stimulation and depth of exploration cited
by highly gifted of a great value to
learning..

Vary the manner in which instruction

.occurs. A written report is.only one

way to display or share information,
Other ways could include debates, slides,
seminars... To apply knowledge to a
creative form of communication has the
additional benefit to students of re-

*

.quiring the use of high cognitive skills.

A number of the highly gifted spoke
quite negatively about waqrkbook oy re-

‘ petitious exercises. The repeated appli-
‘cation of .a concept or skill -with a number

of identical or very similar problems
was often views as unpleasant.

original problem that we were not able to deal
with very we]] The question BT whether the

O

-y . 31
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h1gh]y gifted are being served as well as possible
is not answered by the data; it is clear that the
students in the study identified as highly gifte
did not appear to-be an unhappy or disconten

group. As pointed out above, however, thére did
seem to be evidence, that in some cases there are
strategies that might assist in building better
individual programs for some of these students. *
Finally, as discussed in the section on "spin off,"
much of what was learned simply related to having
the time to talk to students about what they-were
experiencing and learning and what they would like
more or dess of as they progress. . Where time is
taken ‘for this, it appears to benefit students

of all ranges qf aptitude and gives the academically
highly- gifted a chance to provide insights that
are often unique and va]uab]e to others as well a%
themse]ves.
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PALD ALTO WNIFIED schooL pistricT . - | "t
. ADVANCED PROGRAMS DEPARTMENT .| | %

.- INTERVIEW DATA SHEET

. A
Write in.summary of students comments.

.
‘- . * N

oL WHAT:IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING THAT ,

HAPPENED IN SCHOOL TODAY? (alone or with. .
others? how &iqd it come about? momentary )
" or prolonged?) ) ‘ .
.. Y

2. WHAT WAS THE MOST BORING THING FOR YOU
TODAY? (alone or with others? how did it
come about? momentary or prolonged’) "o

3. WHAT DID YOU THINK -ABOUT OR IMAGINE TopAy .7
THAT SEEMS WORTH REMEMBERING? __
\-—‘

4. THINKING BACK, WHAT WAS 'THE MOST éXCITIQG,
. MOVING, UPLIFTING OR "PEAK" SCHOOL EX— o,
PERIENCE "QF THIS LAST SCHOOL YEAR'>

5. THINKING BACK, WHAT WAS THE MOST DIFFI?ULT,
UNHAPPY, DISAPPOINTING, SAD OR “VALLEY" ® **
SCHOOL EXPERIENEE THIS LAST SCHOOL YEAR’ .

’ ..
6. COMPARING WHAT ‘HAPPENS IN SCHOOL AND OUT OF < .
, SCHOOL, WHAT IS DIFFERENT ABOUT THE IMPORTANT _
THINGS IN SCHOOL AND OUT OF scHoor, 0 YOU?
7. ARE THERE THINGS YOU ARE VERY INTERESTED iN
THAT YOU DON'T DISCUSS IN SCHOOL? WHY? WHAT
" WPMIGHT MAKE THIS DIFFERENT IF SCHOOL COUED BE *  «

wCHANGED? v / -

'8. WHAT PART DOES IMAGINATION PLAY IN YOUR LIFE? .
WHAT DO YOU USE IT FOR? HOW DOES IT HELP YOU
(OR DOES iT)? . ..

—’;k. IN WHAT KIND OF CLASS SETTING OR WITH WHAT KIND
OF TEACHER DO YOU LEARN BEST (MOST ENJOYABLE AND

IN DEPTH)? - . . D

RIC "y 35 s
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13.

14.

15,

. fg

AP

e S P 7
‘ . . r _—
HOW WOULD YOU ORGANIZE SCHOOL OR -

. other students you could teach'as well as
THEM MAKES YOU FEEL YOU CAN TALK TO THEM? !

THIS? . -

January 1970 . o :,

-

GED SO ‘THAT YOU OR OTHERS LIKE YOU COULD
LEARN BEST? (self-study, small groups of

-

be taughé?)- B ” v
WHEN DO YOU LIKE TO LEARN AﬁONE? WHEN DO
YOU LIKE TG LEARN WITH OTHERS?

¢

« s e, R
DO YOU HAVE.SOME TEACHERS YOU LIKE TO TALK . \~,

70 ABOUT THINGS IMPORTANT TO YOU? WHAT ABOUT

f

WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE BEST?:
WHY? HOW MUCH OF THE SCHOOL DAY GOES INTO 7¥~
THIS KIND OF WORK? ‘.

-
- . z

WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO'YOU LIKE LEAST?
'WHY? HOW MUCH OF THE' SCHOOL DAY GOES .INTO |

Ty

-

',

9
: . - g‘//
FINALLY IF YOU COULD HAVE ANY KILD ‘OF SITUATION
AT SCHOOL THAT YOU “WANTED AND STILL GET CREDIT,"
ETC., WHAT KIND OF THING WOUQD YOU ASK FOR?
> .

e, *
Mg o1 - - 4
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PALO ALTO UNIFIéD SCHOOL DISTRICT .~ Highly Gifte‘d Project

1. WAT IS THEMOST IMPORTART THING THAT HAPPENED IN SCHOOL TODAY?

Comparison Group

- \_};@L\G#tedg(sr. 3 7
-\ §

2
Saw a movie dq insects

elped ts jn art.

§itual songs because
1tural day.

* Worki . .
Mostly mathyand veading. ,
Rt and stitchery.

"+ Playing games - part of reciting is
fun.

Running off the‘math sheets on the

ditto machine.

Going to the library. Dida
worksheet on putting books in
alphabetical order.

Learn how to read Braille writing.
‘Playing a card game in math,

A movie with no end - we had to
make" the end.

We got to finish any unfinished
work. ~

The math lab questions are fun.
Reading. "

. Doing 5th grade math work.
Student council.

“ A play .about George Washington and
I was in it.

A fire drill - we had a real fire!

N\

Topic book - like horses.

1 like reading,

Math contracts

Hovie on Mexico

Hall owe’e'n\party .

Got to write abgut my favorite subject -
dogs.

The Team (P.E. art, music, etc.)
Tumbling

Art - putting cellophane into windows
to make them look pretty.

Made spice balls.
Surprise party for child who is Teaving.
Movie lbout Japan v

Map and pictures about Father Serra -
was more fun than just talking about it.

Had a "press cohference."

1
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Question 3 (con't);:;

T

»  Higmy ciffed (6r. 3)

. Comparison roup

-

1 1lagined what was happening 1n a
story 2 was reading.

We had tg;do a report ab%ut dinosaurs ..
and I thought-about what they were.

k]
- Usually it has to do with what i'm Tomorrow s my birthday and I keep
/ ~ reading. thinking about a science book I wanty ~
I“1ike to think about football. . One boy~tn ouriéﬁ'!s went to Cupgr‘tino o>
' and I 1ike to imagine what he's doing
, ; 1like t: think a:;ut skﬂns:.d |+ Yn Kis new school. j
movie I saw on where birds -
attacked people. ° ; I like to day dream abﬂ:t horses.. -
s My piano lessons - learned four new [
SOngs., S w
My first play - I felt butterflies *y :
in my stomach. a . . *
> Ve - -
- —y — - —
0§, WAT YAS THE MOST EXCITING SCH ERIENCE LAST YEAR? : @, .

1 was excited about in whose class

1 would be. .
Game called four-man prison ball.

Mexican style Xmas party. Pinata!
Election fodlass president. ¢ .,

My reading cher is reading us .
“"Helen Keller® and its exciting.

Fractions. »
Learning multiplication tables.
* PrefTeam - doing experiments.™

Nothing in school but <during vacation
we went in a trafler all over, =

Field trip to the airgort.
Math field trip to "the Superparket.
Moving-our desks around.

* Huving my regular teacher get back.
after she was out sigk a_Jong time.

Writing-to Pefipals in Alaska.
Studying Indians. Information movies.
Went to 4th grade class for math.
Learning how to.make mf stories shorter. A

Science & Art Fair. Tie-dying and
water colors and clay masks. * .

1 brought ny rabbit to school to share.
Reing picked for stude‘ht council.

Lo s
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. .

-pluessing how many seeds in &pumpkin,

. Learned absut.music.

Studytng about fndfans. - /
Working mith dry cefls. "
Yorking with dry _

Learned to write lon

Saw< “Black Ballet", tt was\important,
Teaci\er played the gujtar. .
Free activity time. v 7
Field trips - C&Gte Joint.

College kids came and did a play. /

H_a'd a festival of Mexico. A/ #
Oral« reports. : ’ .
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Question 3 (con't);:;

T

»  Higmy ciffed (6r. 3)

. Comparison roup

-

1 1lagined what was happening 1n a
story 2 was reading.

We had tg;do a report ab%ut dinosaurs ..
and I thought-about what they were.

k]
- Usually it has to do with what i'm Tomorrow s my birthday and I keep
/ ~ reading. thinking about a science book I wanty ~
I“1ike to think about football. . One boy~tn ouriéﬁ'!s went to Cupgr‘tino o>
' and I 1ike to imagine what he's doing
, ; 1like t: think a:;ut skﬂns:.d |+ Yn Kis new school. j
movie I saw on where birds -
attacked people. ° ; I like to day dream abﬂ:t horses.. -
s My piano lessons - learned four new [
SOngs., S w
My first play - I felt butterflies *y :
in my stomach. a . . *
> Ve - -
- —y — - —
0§, WAT YAS THE MOST EXCITING SCH ERIENCE LAST YEAR? : @, .

1 was excited about in whose class

1 would be. .
Game called four-man prison ball.

Mexican style Xmas party. Pinata!
Election fodlass president. ¢ .,

My reading cher is reading us .
“"Helen Keller® and its exciting.

Fractions. »
Learning multiplication tables.
* PrefTeam - doing experiments.™

Nothing in school but <during vacation
we went in a trafler all over, =

Field trip to the airgort.
Math field trip to "the Superparket.
Moving-our desks around.

* Huving my regular teacher get back.
after she was out sigk a_Jong time.

Writing-to Pefipals in Alaska.
Studying Indians. Information movies.
Went to 4th grade class for math.
Learning how to.make mf stories shorter. A

Science & Art Fair. Tie-dying and
water colors and clay masks. * .

1 brought ny rabbit to school to share.
Reing picked for stude‘ht council.

Lo s

ERIC * g '
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-pluessing how many seeds in &pumpkin,

. Learned absut.music.

Studytng about fndfans. - /
Working mith dry cefls. "
Yorking with dry _

Learned to write lon

Saw< “Black Ballet", tt was\important,
Teaci\er played the gujtar. .
Free activity time. v 7
Field trips - C&Gte Joint.

College kids came and did a play. /

H_a'd a festival of Mexico. A/ #
Oral« reports. : ’ .
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5. WAT WAS THE MOST DIFFICULT, UNHAPPY, DISAPPOINTING SCHOOL EXPERIENCE LAST SCHOOL YEAR?

A}

-Highly Gifted (6r. 3)

a

Comparison Group

One day I didn't finish my math and had
to miss some recess.

A game in P.E. was too hard.

~ When I finished the 3rd grade material
I thought I could go on to the 4th
but Ry teacher wouldn't let me,”

Our.teacher got married and went away.
I like to do tough things.
Multiplication. .

Our school will be c’]osed-next year,
Writing a lonwpprt. .

Topsy-Turvy’;qy on Fridax - I missed
it when I was sick. -

" Changing classes on Mdndays.

Jo study a thing that I already know, ’
Vike in sclence - 1iving and non-
11¥ing things._,

Robert*s Engtish is terrible.

" Mot having anything to do - its
boring. N

I{y teacher- went awdy - both our teachers

had babies. I would like to have a
man teacher like my brother.

Rather be in the play than sit, and
listen to it. b

When the, teacher tells me to get back *
to work whencl'm jost sitting and
thinking abo{the math problems.

. Reading contracts were hard at- first
“but now I guess I 1ike them.

Math was difficult and\disappointing.
Didn't like our field trip to the library.

Had to maker a diary - if you didn't
write in it, you were bad. Sometimes I |
didn't have anything to say.

Reading is difficult.
English was ba('

Sometimes math was hard, sometimes read-
ing was hard.

Geography papers are hard to do.

-




6. COMPARING WHAT HAPPENS IN SCHOOL AND OUT OF SCHOOL, WHAT IS DIFFERENT ABOUT THE

IMPORTANT, THINGS IN SCHOOL AND OUT TO ¥

. Highly Gifted (6r. 3)

Comparison Group,

Out of school is Sometimes boring.

Out of school I go bike riding,.play
gahes and cards. I have more time
to -play. .

Qut of school is fun things and in Schoo
the important things are serlous things.

1 learn outside too; we sometimes go on
a nature walk.

Playing cards with my mother.
1o school they plan for you; outside you

+emplan yourself.
* “1 like conversatiohs with my teacher;

_ outside somet imeSids get too noisy.

Having to skip a grade is better than
finding a pond with tadpoles. Frogs
can die, but you can stay in the 4th
grade! -~

No difference.
There's 1o bell to ring at home.

Math, sp’éﬁimﬁnd reading. I was put in

the high group and this is important. i

jugt read a book at home, at school we
discuss it.

work at school and play at home.

If you didn't go to scbool, you couldn't
write or speak. Out of school I can
build forts and get into fights. -

At home my grandma teaches me about
£ooking and knitting, At School we
just do math and reading. At home
things are fun. .

At home you don‘t learn out of a book.’
Rules at school but not: the same at home.

I work harder at school - at home I can
collect stamps.

At school you have to finish something
.even if you don't want to; out of school
yqu finish because you like winning.

More exciting things happen out of school.

7. ARE THERE THINGS YOU ARE VERY INTERESTED IN THAT YOU DON'T DISCUSS IN SCHOOL. 1vD

L4 5

I like to knit and the teacher said
*we my.

Like to talk about math in schooll

We talk about it even at recess.

Sometimes its about what I'm reading,
but 1ike the one I'm reading now, I
don't hink anyone else would be .
ifterested in.

How to blow glass and make tiles.
D&uss sports.

Piano pleces - I like to discuss that
with my teacher. My mother can 3
memorize lots of them.

What I plan to be when I grow up.
I'm interested in how to keep the
world good and clean.

\../.‘

I'm very interested in readipg. | .
Discussing animals. .

I like science but we don't discuss
it much.

Changing rooms so you could learn in -
a different place. “ :

i
Interested in space and we don't talk
about it.

Gardening.
Sports.

We giscuss things 1ike math and read-
1ng and English but we don't disguss
stuff 1ike animals and wild animals.

N\




N (Question 7 (con't)

- B
“ -

Highly Gjfted (6r. 3) . ’ " Comparison Group

Chemistry and science, 1 know all i Collecting stamps and coins. But I
the stuff in the books we have, gyess not everyone would be fnterested.
Yould Hke electronics.

[NV S Y

I'd Tike to use an experiment kit. *

We get pledty of time to discuss
things, I would like to make a
cardboard model- of the new school.
My teacher would help because she's
good in art. -

Tennis - have ever&b(‘ady. bring racquets.

He haven't discussed trees - we do
. discuss plants sometimes in science.,

A .

. » N
8. WHAT PART DOES IMAGINATION PLAY IN YOLR LIFE? HOW DO YOU ISE IT? WHAT 50 YOU USE IF FOR?

Helps me draw a design, - . Imagination helps with writing®a st}gry.

1 imagine pictures while reading a I 1ike to imagine when I read - 'HEé
book. now I'm reading “Lord of Flies.”

In Social Studies, I {Magine the Indfans. Imagination helps in plays when you
: have drama - gives you a feeling for
Hake up storfes to make people laugh. what you'want to do and be,

.

Creative writing. Writing stories, .

Inventing things in the lab. " Thinking about the future - say 15 °

i - - < years from now,
It doesn't help me when I start to
daydream in the middle of math,
I.do this when I git bored.

a
I make up stories when I have extra
time. -

1 imagine when I read.

When I watch movies,




S, IN WHAT KIND OF CLASS SETTING OR WITH WHAT KIND OF TEACHER DO YOU LEARN BEST? *

M -

f

. " Highly Gifted (6r. 3) -

Comp%lson Broup

-

We get to do fun things after our work
{s done. My teacher explains things
until we really understand them.

Lhairs in mws‘instead of a circle. .

.1 learned from my brother before I
* got to first grade so I'm ahead a
Tittle. .

+

‘feai:hers that don‘t yell.

LA

Recreation and art teachers..
Play games to learn things.
Doing what you want to do when_you.

want to - you still learn the same
things but you make your own

i decisigns.

A teacher-that gives good dssignments.
Demonstrations by the teachers .

My teacher is strict and yells a
little and so 1 try harder and I
learn mare. X

1 1ike when everything is organized
and you know what {s happening next.

&

Crossword puzzies in<math and a -
scientif)€ exPeriment kit. .

Making puppets for the stories'we
read. .

. 1 would 1ike to try learning on a
computer. <

Independent work.

- o

ERIC K

T A vt provided by ERIC

N

My teacher explains things and talks
to you. .

A teacher’ that lets you % science for
free time. “ ‘

Tables and chairs all around the
teacher who talks with you. =~

I 11ke reading ang learn best from
this. :

1 like the teacher who teaches us fun
things.

"~
A nice teacher who doesn‘t yell.

A teacher who puts the times tables
on the board and work in, groups.

Ho;-king in 1ittle grou\ps.

Extra stations ‘in the room where 2 or
3 can work togéther.

Différent people from different classes
get together for reading. -

—_
I like a teacher who keePs ft quiet.

Lots of free time to do anything we

want. R ,
L
*
N
B
B
‘
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HOW WOULD YOU ORGANIZE SCHOOL OR HAVE IT ARRANGED SO THAT YOU OR OTHERS LIKE YOU
COULD LEARN BEST?

10,

Highly Gifted (6r, 3)

Comparison Group

Upper grades and lower grades should get
out at the same time. We should be
able to work alone. .

School js not for p‘lal only to learn.

I Vike to learn alone but I Tike td help
::hers when they can 't get it the first
me.

" Independent work. '

¥
Small groups with more teachers to help
the groups.

Help the students in math that need fit. ~

Using the conputer is interesting.

Yoting on whether ¥ we should do something
1ike spelling.

Small groups where we make up our own
work sheets. .

Start school later - move desks around
often - shorten math so I don®t have - °
*to wajt €or the slow ones,

o into the next spelfer when you're
ready. I should go fnto the 4th
speller because the Brd is too easy.

More recess and more sports. .

Different groups’ for different kids ’
at different speeds.

Learn by p‘lqying games .
Change rooms for different subjects.
Have high school students and college

students teach us because t’hey know
more new .stuff.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

\

€

\
4

v N

Have kids help one another in groups.

“Lots of math. ) .

Small groups_working on different
things.

Just the way it is now.

Groups of 4.

Have the boys in one half and the

girls {in the other half of the room.
tem -_more free time to do

what you want rather than be forced

to do things - that is when yoiu have
finished your assignments.
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ERI!

11, WEN DO YOU LEARN ALONE AND WHEN DO YOU LIKE TO LEARN WITH OTHERS?

3

¥ .

< Highly Gifted (6r. 3),

Al

Comparisoﬁ G;oup

<

-
Reading alone,.listening to records alone
but math with one other person. )

When v'ce do _plqys 1 u&e others. R
. Study alone except for math,

Others all the time. -

Spelling alone but math with others,

I can figure out my math better at
home alone. ‘ * 4
K ~

“Learn in small gfoups.

whep they're new things 1 like to do”
t!\enl ‘'over and over by myself,

When the teacher bugs me I like to
be left alone - when I'm in a good
mood I 1ike to work with others.

“Reading alone - math with someone.

. -

- t

S

0 , - .
We learn better from small groups.

1 do .nt;ht*like to learn alone. ' _ .

1 1jke tp learn alone to finish my
assignment.

I like reading alone, but sometimes
we help each other in groups.

1 l1ike to learn math:alone, Math

is my best subject and if I work with .
someone then they start to goof around

and wegdon't do it.

Learn alone, -play with others. ° ° A

12, DO YOU HAVE SOME TEACHERS YOU LIKE TO TALK TO ABOUT IMPORTANT THINGS?

v —
Science experiments,

Mrs. L. She listens to anyth{ng you séy./\
Talk about musjc things.

1 like Mr. P, Once when I brought my
electrical things in, he helped me

and then we bought a kit and a group °
Tearned about it. N

1 like to talk to Mr. H., the custodian.
1 like my math teacher - he's a man and
young and he doesn't get mad if you for-~*
get something. . .

I 1ike to talk-about my spoon collection

and Mrs. T. will listen - she's nice and
easy. '

1 Jike to talk to my mother and father
best. .

LA v 17 Providea by ERic -

q

My teacher is gentle,
- !
1 discuss things better with my friends.

}ihen 1 don't understand math and
spelling tpey talk to me and help.

My teacher is nice, Its kinda hard
for me~ to go up to the teacher and
when math is hard she knows and talks
to me, .

My teacher says I can do work on my ¢
own or just work with her sometimes and
1 1ike that - I like it when they treat
you individually.
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L

Highly siftea (6r. 3)
*

Comparison Grayp

N

Hath. I 1ike to multiply and- divide.
1 er contracts,’

K .

: . Rft. l{y imagination helps me draw.
; Ndth ‘ls fun!
Reading for half an hour a day
N _. Spening because I'm good at it
" Doing experiments and art,

‘1 Uke spelling dictation but not
spel'(fng workbooks.

Math because its easy,
‘Art and reading.

Science becauses] 1ike to work with
chemicals.

Math because you need to learn the
times tables in order to get a job
later in life.

Handwriting, Spanish and ma
Music and Art.

Recreation reading.

Math

o >
Social studies because you leatn
about explorers, kings and queens. |,

Reading, but not #n & workbook.

Discussion”groups:

14, WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL WORK

.

vwn.ncemsr" W?

=" Reading the least -1 don't know thé
ass1gments

n -

Math because it's hard.,

Penizanship - over and over and over again.

. .

The spelling book s confusing.
Mati.

Reading out loud mastly. It slows
you down. un\

' . .
SRA 1ab work. -

%

. Spelling quizzes.

gmr}ate writing - it makes me nervous
grymbly. I talk better.

Social studies because its boring.

The reader we have is hard because of
the questions in the back.
v

:

AN

Spelling because of the rules.

.

Math when you just copy if off the
bodrd.

Doing maps in social si:udies.
Reading because its hard for me.

+ Literature and all the papers you a
have to Yo. They're hard with
goofy questions.

: Math was my favorite but this year
its boring.

Spanish - I don't understand y)}at they
are saying most of the time. (I

Handwriting exercises.

Hriting answers to the reading book
. Questions.
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" Question 14 (con't)

o

Highly Gifted (6r: 3) .
' s

Comparison Group _

\

Science - 1 ;o‘nﬁicated with long

-

words that I fleyer heard before.
Robert's Englishi

.

Timed tests - 1 have to sweat it out!

I 1ike poems but other English I don't
understand.

L

v

B,

IF YOU COULD HAVE

ANY
FOR

R

‘"3 THING WOULD YOU ASK

K&ND OF SITUATION AT SCHOOL THAT YOU WANTED, WHAT KIND OF

[

Do more Plays with the class. More
«  field trips. \

Longer recess.

More free play.

Choose the teachers I want.
. I like it the way ‘it is now.

, Skip grades if you wanted to, like
when you are really good in math or
sﬁelli‘ng. y
Different teachers for different
subjects and carpeting on ;he floor.

, Hork on o1d cars. '
More sports. : '

./,Math with real objects. TV-or films.
Telephones for everygne to connect
with places to get ahswers.
Study about wars and different people.
“New equipmeht and materials all the time.
More iﬁteresting science tl}ings.
.Not write down things so much - Jjust’

.more talking with teachers and small
groups of kids.

Instead of P.E. organize your own games !
and play with kids you want to. Develop i |
. fun ways to?learn things. .

Lots of independent reading. "
Get better math books. ?
More time in the library. | ' !

ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

- -
No more Sp1¢t groups - like » 4th
and Sth together. Jeacher never gets
time for you if there are split classes.

Hive a choice about what you do., -

* .1 would like to try a separate school
for boys and one for girls.

Mofe sport equipment. “More sports.
Do the things that 'will be+important
when you grow up like knitting and

cooking.» Boys could learn sports and
other things they will need. ‘

Have “steps™ in math so you could go
as fast as you wanted.

1 think it should be the way- it is now.

Two yards for playgrounds - one for the
rough games and ore for more free stuff
(1ike for the girls).

I don't 1ike to work on dittd work
, sheets. 1 would 1ike @.teacher to
help, you more. *

Time, for workin'g an a]on'e.
. Horseback riding for % hour. ¥

Longer recess and maybe a 200 m% "
.~ the children take care of the animals.
You could Tearn abogt 1iving things
that way, too.

Big field trips - tike Hawaii.’ Do
big reports.

s e
AY
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PALO ALTO UNIFIED scmoumsmcr - Highly Gifted Project -

-—1. WHAT IS THE msT IMPORTANT THING THAT HAPPENED" IN SCHOOL. TODAY? o

Highly Gifted (6r. 5)

-

4

Comparison Group
L+

‘Spec"lal sorﬁ of math assignment.

Research on China - I'm studying
mythical anipals 1ike dragons and
‘tions. (.

Saw a yovie on Hawaii and read books
on Hawaﬂ » too. -
Reviewing fractions, multiplying
fractions. - .

i I'received a book as a prize for a

contest on writing titles for
° books. -

" Our teacher falked to us {only girls).,
about things we needed to know -
the boys were in a separat.e “TOOM.,

Helping a second grader learn to

_ ~ read and do math better.

We Jearned about the American Revol u-
tion.\Hade a bulletin board about it.

I 1ike to sing - we have a group that
meets Tuesday mornings beforg=school.
We played a game ip socfal studfes *
to test how students could answer
questions.

Learned h;wr to run - l‘don't fa1r
pver any more,

One-minute speeches im English.
°1 talked about my hamster,

Taking up new subject in social

« studies.

Spelling tests.
Writing biographies on our parents.

Learned about physics today.
I changed reading groups - the other
one was too easy. -

Interest groups - drama. ¢
Movies in social studies & tapes of
a.man from China.

’

-

O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

‘fGot perfect on a test.

Mr. L, Tread us a chapter - we had
questions to answer.

&
Doing maps in social studiés.‘
Math - we learned new things.
Learned about fractioq§. ‘ Y
Writing a report about Luxemborg.

P.E. ~ plaéing with others.

Learning division. i

Saw a movie on.slaves. . !
Free ti'me.j

Working on topic book - cars. .
Reciting poems.

Reading

- . ~

Writing a report on Mexico.

Saw a movie.

’Math - percentages - all kinds of stuff.
Playing ‘t1c~tac-toe.

* 1 got a papgr right the second.time.

Geography - Southeast Asia.
Got a good gr;de on math test.
13

Playing chess every friday.
3

Wrote about our rooms at home and =
what they looked l'lkg.

»

Solar System report.

. Helped the first graders< G_’;

Having reports to do.
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‘9, WAT WAS THE MOST BORING THING FOR YOR T0DAY?
. ¢

Righly Gifted (6r. 5)

.Comparison Group

Hriting a script about the revo'lution.
I don't 1like writing.

Notﬁing, rea'l'ly.

Reading Robert.'s English book and
gaybe the Hi,’dﬂin Math baok.

SpelHng is the rost boring thing.
Spelling books where you i1l the blanks

Parts of speech and noun phrases and
stuff like that.

Reading.

The teacher went into detail and told
1t.over &md over again.

Math because it's easy to figure out.
They should make it-more challenging,

The metric system - 20 minutes of {t!

Long speeches and long concerts.
The ones that take an hour.

Listening to the teacher explain
something to the slow students.
I_know that makes me sound 1ike a
€big shot,” but it is awfully boring.
Slow movie about Indians.

Studying about English coloniés - it
went on and on.

Social studies outlines.

Science - I don*t understand it.
Painting ‘

Things that are hard I don't like.
Yath $
Reading and spelling.

Teacher tﬁ{dng a tot.

Nriting a ;tory.

Music -“sfnging with others for
half an hour.

A movie we saw the day before. ,
P.E. I just don't like it.
Eriting projects. ~

Social studies - I finished my *

,report and now I have notliing new
to do.

%cussion on our reading’assignment.

EngHsh - 1 don't always understarid
what we're doing and have to ask the
teacher. n

Spelling - the workbook.

The book reports everyone does ot
lpud io c'Ias,s. .

Math.- Mu’ltip'lication. Tﬁave to
use my fingers a‘nd it slows me down._

Reading because there's not much to*
choose from in the class and you
can t always.go down to the 'HBRary
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. Highly ifted (ar. 5) -

Comparison Group

-

- A book 6n puzzles I got from TAB order
forms. -

My secret club - I can't tell you
about it. .

L4

- Hy report card.

-

* 1'm reading Five Children and It
and I-keep imagining how "it" '
Tooks. [ think it's like a .
monkey with rat-like hands.

A bulletin board. = °

S only use my imagination in games.
I stopped to imagine about the story
-we're reading. .

During P.E. I imagine I'm the best
duy in the game.

I was thinking about chorus practice.

About a poem I'm writing -~ you pic
a picture and then write a poem
about it.

I keep vemembering the trip to New
York we took.

--Hath - integers - I'm sure it is
something I will use a lot later.

Answers to a crossword puzzle. -
) Inventin‘g things in my mind.

imagined those 10¢ monsters you
get at the domestore came alive.

Today, I'm thinking about your
eaduestions,

Puppet ;.how op the ‘Boston Tea Party.

1 don't really imagine things but
when things get boring during
reading out loud .I just go zhead
instead of Yistening. I'ma
good. reader!

LR

Aruitoxt provided by Eric:
.

L

1

My spelling book. I'm a 1ittle behind.

A puppet show about the book we're
reading.

A poem about a watemelxiy picker.
Rb%ut the Hallowe'en Party.

A Greek p’l.ay,. I'mwriting it.
The report I have to give.

Something I have to recite. I.get
SO nervous. !

01d English lettering in art.

The isolated triffe we found. We
pretended we foufid them and what
they were like and how they lived.

It's a hot day and quring math I
imagined I could jump into a pool.
I love. to swim!

Travelling around the world, maybe
France,

Nothing,™ really.

We just had an
election.

A

v

-

-




. l Question 3 (con't)

- Highly Gifted (Gr. 5)

Comparison Group

T
Murals that the 6th graders did.

. * ! saw a'word differently.
. it meant something else.

Designing cars.

The tape on China we heard. |
thought “about being Chinese. .My
life would certainly be different.

I thought

Ui, WHAT YAS THE MOST EXCITING SCHOOL EXPERIENGE LAST SCHOOL YEAR?

A trip to Chim town and the Foothill-

Planetarium, .
. Getting my spelHng done in class.

* When you get your papers back and
you get a good grade.

Reading, because I'm good at {t.

Getting the same teacher as last’
year. She taught 4th last year
but Sth this. .

The orchestra - I play cello.
The 'ph.ysics Discovery Group.

. Th?teacper letting us do things
on our own,

Field trips,
Field trip to Crystal Springs pan.
Math 1s always exciting. 4

Winning a prize in the See's
Candy .Contest and also in 2
math contest. Also, I got an
A+ in social studies.

- Avreport 1 did on Inca. It was
30 pages long and it took me two
months to do.

Student Council.

ERIC;

Ve

History projects.
Field trip to San Juan Batista.

Chinatown trip. Lunch there and
visiting the museum.

A music group we formed.

Learning multiplying and division
of fractions. .

A trip to an organic garden. .
The whole class went to Yosemite.
A trip to Chinatown.

When our teacher taught us “her
own brand" of math. We learned a
lot.

We made radios that didn't need
batteries.

Reading because 1 liked that a Iqt.
My report on Daniel Boone.

A field trip to Hawaii.

Getting 1nto the first reading group

AN

and being elected president of stu- |

dent council. |
Playing the ptano in a concert.

Teletype computer math
~
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Question™4 {con't)
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., L3 7
. Highly Gifted (Gr. 5)

[: 3

Comparison Group

The Black Ballet in November and the
. . quartet that came to play for us.

. San Juan Bautista trip. The priest
.took us around. He was interesting.

A fleld trip to San Francisco and
Chinatown, We had lunch at a
real good restaurant.

‘: Art projects.
Gea}ng to do 6th grade math,
Sports.

A camping trip with the whole
class. We were gone 3 days.

i “The Yan Gogh exhibit.

- . . Studving the California Gold Rush.
; SN

r-4

The, special P,E. peop!ithat come.

Our school musicale - it was hard
work bat fun,

Moved into a higher math group‘
and I could keep up all right,

* ’

‘.-9. HHAT WAS THE MOST DIFFICULT, DISAPPOINTING. . SCHOOL EXPERIENCE?

I couldn't do the Soma Block Puzzles.
Everything was pretty good.

The tfme 1 tried to explain about
erosfon to the glass.

Having a substitute. .
Math - we didn't do enough.

- Réading. LT
" Mith - having to dq one paper
a dayJs. N

My reading contract.
Group reports on every continent,
< Times tables test ~ too easy!

The reading books were boring and
« easy,

Writing projegts~ I'm not good at
i -

"

* Making reports.

.

Sclence - jdst can't understand it,

All the rules you have to follow in -
schoél. N

Division and multiplication in math,
Hrigng stories and stuff'likh that.

Soctal studfes.reports ~ I didn't
do wéll,

We had to do a report in science and
1 wasn't too interested in it.

Reading -* nobody 1ikes those books.%-
History+«- is very boring, «

Computer gard tests ~ f411ing in the’

squares. N

Square dancing in P.E.
Geography assignment - 20 questions. s

.
2

-
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Question 5 (con't) , . )/,\-J ‘
A
Highly Gifted (gr. §) * Comparison Grodp ! '
1 was moved into a reading group I Rainy ‘diys when you have to stay
hate ,t}e\ing in. inside. .
Music < the teacher usually p‘icks Language tests. .
out a sony-she likes. . Art and maybe math. . .. .
Social studies assignments. Handwriting and reading and b guess RN
Picking out ndtns and verbs. | . my*spelling is sort of disappointing,
Finding a friend of mine had . 3’°°' : : t
cheated on a spelling test. R O . / T : N
Having a 30-page assignment in " S
mathr.‘ . @ ' 5
—\ . '4; ': - - ~
4, , >
6, COMPARING WHAT HAPPENS IN SCHOOL AND OUT,” WHAT IS DIFFERENT ABOUT THEM? - 1
1 . S — -
1 & build things o from the I learn about reading and math and . .
. things I read about atXchool;’ science in,school but stuff like
Learning new things at school. ‘ animals and camping out of school. . .
Schoolgis a,place to learn and gis-
:‘::lz(g’? are more interesting at cover’things. ?
., ' " Learning about churches and going :c can—ﬂ_o‘what you like out of N
. to them out of school. . ) ” i 1 ¢
~ The math earn in schgo use ou
. 1 play out of school and h
\ think- fn school,, of school. ’ v
e things you, do out of sch “21 1 take piano lessons out of school.
you already know how to do, but 1 go to Hebrew school out of regular
‘ in school you learn things all school %
the time. .| I learn a lot more at school.
. ?U]Qi:: school 1 have art classes ' You have to do research and hard work
* in school and out of schogl you can /'
At home I can play or read but have fun. -
- :'s's?:::léw havg to er -on Mom says school is more important, like '
[ 9 * math and reading, but I still like the
, 1 take Chinese out of scpool byt -fun things out of school. >
}nd(s’zh(taoilmg:e;h::ag ;:u"um:?:"t' : 'In school you get grades and qut of ~ ¥
and words you can understand. o | schot:l you ?:t :]1owanc:. 4] X '
. Nothing'really happens in school but , _
p You have to in hool and L outsid b
h/"w e I can play tennis and music
-gg: (t’o:a:t :;e to w(gide if you " “ and 3&to ceramics class. LN .
' ? ® \/ ° )
B - 4 a7 . !
» Z' )
h |
~ ) . . .
- ’4 s ‘ -
-~ *
’ A Y -
C - a4 - : .
- r (~ [ Ry
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' Highly gifted (GF. 5).

Comparison Grou'p -

x

"I 1ke to do math and reading both

"+ in and out of school.

Social Studies 1n school and |
recreation out of school.

Out of school I learn’ from books
and 4n school 1 ledmn from what _
the teacher says«

There are deadlines for projects

+ 1n sghool.

I listen to people talk and build

‘A, By vocabulary.

Y

L]

Home activities are more fun.

In school you have to learn and at home
you don't have to do things unless your
Mom makes you do it.

Athletics in school is a big thing but
out of school you play differently.

-

7. ARE THERE THINGS YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT YOU DON'T DISCPSS IN SCHOOL? WHY?

Puzzles, codes, cyphers, math
for fun.

Talk about hobbies 1ike fish.
Coins*and™fish., “*

Literature classes so you could
write more poems and stories. '
_Stud?about the history of art.

Sports «
Some things aren't.appropriate

s to discuss in school.

-

v
-

-

Time to talk more about other
countptes that people might
have visited. °

Chemistry - lah ke 1n high
school. R

Zoology - ’ ,
Spanish - we had it last year but
not this, .

Outside sports. N .

Fossils - have a special time to
{atk about things you do at home, .

Algebra’ and ¢alculus. I would like
to be able to djscuss these things .
. when 1'm ready. ‘
. L]

E MC D .. S

PA o providody e

-

AN

<

nge historical things. 4
Free time for football discussions.
+ Science stuff,

Talk, hore about people, what they
are like. -

Personal things - but we don't get
» to do that.

T don't discuss things I 1ike because
1 don't want them to thing I'ma «
show off, =~

Anfmals
Airplanes
* Sharing you vacations with others,
More gymastir?s and tumbling.

—ﬂave a board of students work with
the teachers to discuss what should
be done,

[N

L .
.
.
~ ’\.. +
. . .
-
r
3 .
-
.
. . [
35 ’
43, .
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. 8. WHAT PART DOES IMAGINATION PLAY IN YOUR LIFE? WHAT DO YOU USE IT FOR? -
Righly Gifted (6r. 5) Comparison Group
I just think about it but do not I use it only for free time. AN

“write anything down..

{ have a drawing board at homé and
1 draw all my “wild ideas." '

1 maké up stories, usdng ny
{magination.

imagination gives me confidence.
For art and design.
‘} don't do much daydreaming.
For my puppet plays. F
I tnvent mathematical fomulas;‘

<
I write boems - never stories, \
only poems. ‘

I thinR the happy things that happened
in_the past.

Nhen you're lonely you can pretend
you're a different person.

. In sports I imagine I'm a star}

Imagination does not help at
§chool, only for play.

Helps with clay - if you don t
have an imagination, you cdn't
make anything.

O

"ERIC «

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.

For-sports - I pretend I'm on the team,

1 pretend I'm a veterinarian, !
For making up plays.

1 use it when writing stories. Itis-
a big help. |

For.painting.’
1 imagine what will be in the future.

lt' helps in all sorts of school
projects. s

- .
Creative writing projects, .
An airplane flyer - I always think

about that when I'm reading-a bogk
about planes.

.J L] 1 d
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9, INVH\TKIMJOF&EITINGORNITHMT KIND OF TEACHER DO YOU LEARN BEST?

‘-

s ’ Highly Gifted {6r. 5)

Comparison Group .

More freedom 1ike in nursey sch:ool.

¥hen everybody is studytng the same
thing.

Learhing to read in groups.

- - 2.
A class-when you are put’on your

own. N

Thé teacher who gets the job done
so 1 can get school over with.

1 cannot learn from & teacher who
{'s ‘mean.
A variety of.things to do each day.

Groups of kids that go-at the same
speed ] do,

When a teacher tells you the easy
and fur way to do math,

A man teacher - one who*likes
science; too.

¥hen a teacher adds things so you
want to do more.

A téacher who remembers what it
was like to be a child.

Lots of discussions. l\ v

A democratic classroom where the
kids cah vote on how to do projects.

Small classes with lots of smart
kids. !

A teacher who keeps the rest of
the kids under contro) - no yelling
and stuff.

‘Working at your own speed.

“Combination grades.

ErY

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ad

.

A strict teacher who pushes me to
finish the work, *

One who doesn't let you get bored.

One that makes things intemstin§ -~
. like drawing things about science.

Doing things instead of reading out
sof a book.

4
Dividing the class into higher “and
lower groups but having the teacher
pay attention to all the groups,

Being put into the right group -
it makes you feel better if you are
in the right place.




o

m.‘mmmvwwlzs SCHOOL. OR HAVE IT ARRANGED SO YOU AND OTHERS LIKE YOU

COULD LEARN

LY

-

Highly Gifted (Gr, 5)

g

. Compartson Group

. .

Read -the textbooks by yourself.

Choice of different subjects to
study.

L3

Three one-month vacations instead
of a 3-monﬂ| vag:ation.

It's fine the ‘'way it is.
§maller groups.
More field trips.

Ungraded system.,

More time in.school. Learn one
thing at a time, M

'Hork at yofir own speed.

R Recre’ation time after school'.
COmputer;s« N
Put the dumb kids in ant;ther
class because you have to wait
so long for them,

Not so much artactivitles.
Let the students decide, -
Study groups for homework.

Let some kids .teach others.

. O ‘ . ..
ER

~

E;erybody al1l mixed-up so the older +

kids could help the qnger.

Nothing you could do
better,

uld mke it

.

o

Small grolps to help each other. -
Different room for different things.
1 like it the way it is. .

More free time to get the« he]p you
need,

. <
Have the teachers traiped to teach ~
in a fun way. ’

° -
. [ ) o
LI ‘.
* -
’
‘s
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" 11, WEN D0 YOU LIKE TO LEARN ALONE? WHEN WITH OTHERS? -

. - .
L

4 Highly Gifted (6r. 5) Comparison Group

~ Alone when its sorething I Vike History alone and reports together.
that po one else is interested in.
' 1 like to learn with others all the

" Book reports alone but a big : time but I don't know why.
7. socidl studies report with others. . .
+ Others for math ~ because they help.
3 Alone when tt is something new.
. . Reading alone.
. Math alone. Spelling in a groip. .
‘ 1 do better alone all the time,
. Reading alone. .
. . ) It's more fun in a group,
« 77" Homework alone and reports with
- others, Social studies alone because I can
. - concentrate better by myself.
~- 1 1ike to read alone. I sometimes !
read {n bed at night with 3 Art projects are better with other
ﬂashlight. people. J "
- Hi:h others ohly when they re not L Alone if math and reading. *
noisy. . ) -
. - . 1 Vike science, reading in small
With others all the time. . groups and when you do it orally. .
, 1 1ike to be with others when '
things are rough and you need to a -
bring your work up so you can o . ,
feel proud. = J
For some projects alone because 1 ‘
»want to get all the credit not” -
. . just half, / : .
Social studies is always better
y with someone else or with a s . t

“group of people.
1

ERICg
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~ 12, DO YOU HAVE SOME TEAGHERS YOU LIKE TO TALK TO ABOUT IMPORTANT THiNes?

»
’ Highly Gifted (6r. §) i’ Comparison Group o
My teacher has lots of interests and Not really. - . !
is fun to talk to. .
. My reading teacher likes to- help.
A teacher who helps me enjoy a Lo
subject. . 1 1ike @ teacher who explains things* ~
- in detail. I learn more this way.
A teacher yho kind of makes every-
. thing 1 a game, . 1 like to talk to the principal.
- ' ’ He's fun and understanding. My
Teachers who know when something dad is a principal, too:
is important to you and don't . .
taugh when its sppposed to be 1 1ike to talk about the papers I
serious. . get a 100 mark on. I'm proud of
: good grades.
‘A teacher wio~ Tets you work on .
your own. . If I don't understand a lesson 1
No . 1ike to have it explained.
Nice and quiet. 1 go after school to talk tomy -
teacher and she is very nice. - .

-

-

H

S

E

~

-

My teacher is young and the first
man teacher I've had. 1 guess
because he's young he knows what
its 1ike befng in school.

g

13, WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE

BEST? Wav? °

Math and social studies. -
Oral reports and:doing research.
Reading - I get absorbeé in it.

Geometry is better 'than plain
math.

Math, I'm good at it, *

Everything.

Redding about horses and other

anfmals. ¥

I 1ike'histdrical paitts - reading

about things and making things. =~
. . .

Math.

Making things 1ike a model of
Jamestown.

$ .
Math and reading because they're
easy. '

Math.
Spelling. .
If 1 have spare time I read a book & °*

Art is the best.

3 -

Robert's English is a challenge.

.
¢

RIC .
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7% 14, WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE LEAST? WHY? .
3. .
{,“ . . Highly (?ifted (,Gr.' 5) Comparison/GrOup

© . spaltingwworkbooks.

Music - not the kind they teach
herg:

‘Math - repeating stuff is boring.
Reading - I prefer to pick my™wn.

Having to do homework. .

.

Spelling. .

A

" Everything I'm doing in class is

. a repetition of what I already
v know. ) .
¢ I have' speech therapy twice_a -
week. But, I'm improving. 4
English - I get writer's cramp.
‘Reports.
Nothing - I enjoy everything. *

Language arts - over and over
agajn with the same thing. .

£Lopying down sentences.

Follow-up exercises for reading.
T Just 1ike to read.

Oral peports - I get embarrassed ~
and ft makes me look stupid.

r

don't understand it.

rt is boring - she brings up things you
never heard about.

“EngHsn and spelling.

Math because its confusing.

I like everything.

I don't, 1ike writing. .'When you have
to express yourself, I don't put it
into very good words - nobody under-
stands it except me.

Robert's English.

* T Yike math the least, except that

geometry is.pretty good.

Grammar - maybe if they taught it
in a different way it would,be more
interesting,

- Long social studies assignments. s v .
History textbooks - they leave - .
out oo much. .
./ .
N .
/ >
.
/‘/ R
\
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15, 1F YOU COULD HAVE ANY KIND OF SITUATION AT
2z

«

. }

SCHODL, WHAT WOULD YOU ASK FOR?

\/ " Highly Gifted (Gr. 5)

Comparison Group .

Home economics. )
Compater programming. . ) .
Wstics .
Architectu‘re .

Fore interesting literature.
Chemicals ‘

’
Have Spanish back in elementary school.

Zoology, =~ Field trips about animals.

J -

Free reading time. , N
njini-course Tike at junior high. '

LS

ol
i

Math all‘the time,

Pick out the classes you would Tike
in junior high. ‘ .

More free time for reading and
sports. -

More outdoor activifies.

New math books and equipment like
adding machines and computers.

L]
Earn credits for doing things in
the class, t

Physics/building things/field trips.

Have only 5 kids for one teacher.
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® ttudies.

Pato Alto Unifieg School,District - Highly Gifted Project -

Lo war 1S THE MOST IMPORTANT THING THAT HAPPENED IN SCHOOL TODAY?

Highly Gifted:{(6r. 8)

Comparison Group

Handing in a report in social- e
A Yyeport on the Presi-
dent along with some other subject]
matter in Soc. Studies. I did
it by myself.

German class went to Gunn. This
is a pleasant class every day. We
went with others§ in the class -
onzy for 8th graders. .

Music. Going to be practicing for
concert - all-city orchestra - will
have a guest conductorn. Happens

once a_year. - .

A -
Had math test and-checked it over.
it is Win, I-1ike to work in groups.

Getting on the trampoline.in P.E.
1 Vike P.E.

Industrial Arts most important.
Shooting cars down. I am out of
class now making a report. Plan
cars from rough draft - shape them
and then mark up and sand them
down. Group project but each one
‘does his own car.

My English project. Gave report, °
working on this with two others.
Made film about Wilbur. Worked on .

. this at lunch hoyr, taking pic-*

tures, etc.  Sound track. Got it
all together and showed the film.

¥hat I learned in metal shop be-
wcause I have never had mugh ex-
perience in woolworking and metal
shop. How to drill and work it up.

Found out I could do extra work in
classes to get extra credit. Can

learn more not to get just a grade
but learn more and get credit for
it. I 1ike extra work. You can do
moresyeports and this goes into

your file - until tfie end of year.

-

Got over my oral report today in English.
I was scared and nervous about it.
It takes much work - worked alone.

-0
Getting my archery class set up and
doing fine 4n it. We did this during
lunch. This {s separate course, not
P.E. Have one good friend whd told
me about it and helped me. Really
1ike the class. -

6ot a B in math test. Quarter test.
Knew ‘the subject matter. Didn't study
hard for jt. Take tests about once a
week. Get a B or higher on a}]-of them.

Got grades and I was asked to neturn
after school in a couple of clagses.
Asked to represent and record and
time in P.E. Did this with a friend.
Was sick over the summer and tghe
quality was not too good for gfee club
so I was worried about my grade.
Averaged A and B.

Doing good in math. Just know that
1 am good at it. Corrected papers

together. I like math, -
Got a 1ot done in Spanish. Got behind
and decided to get it done. Some are

faster and some slower. Finish this

at my own pace. .

- ™

Got social studies report back. 6ot
an A - {t will be % of my grade. My
dad helped me a little. Took 4 weeks.

I felt good about doing so well on it.

Spanish most’ important. Finished a
lot of work. Am ahead now. Working
on this for about a week. My grade «
deplnds on how much I get done. I
tried out for cheerleader. We are
learning another routine now. :

Today found out that I was getting
higher grade in math. Last year I
didn‘t doo too well. Got B+, pretty
good grade. It isn't Jjust the ggade,
it makes me feel 9ood knowing th&
am doing better.




Question £ (con't) )

«

* Highly Gifted (6r. 8)

« Compari sor; Group —~

L)
Nothing today. Learned how to prove
angles in math. Like this subject
and you learn the most in it. 1
am in tHe play, Tom Sawyer, at the
Children's Theater. v
Most important, thing was at lunch.
More people sfgned up, for election.
1 finished my work in arch drawing.
Took final test in math. Think
1 did pretty good. Of course, this
interview is important, too. .

In band practice we marched with
the band,_Didn't go too well.
The second day of doing it and its
getting borifig. Honor Band.

~add

¥

4 .

Get out of schaol tomorrow for gymnastics.
Had to find out all my asssignméRts from
my(teachers. 1 do this often, but my
coagh wants me to make sure I get n
all my assignments so my teachers will
not be upset. J am on the gym team.

+ . *

Getting gradés this week and last.

They were 0.k, Got mostly B's, Felt
good about this g only wish 1 could |
have gotten a couple of.A's. Looking
fogward to getting grades, to know how .
1 did and what the teacher thought I* did.

Gr&de in social studies of great concern.
Usually don't get good grades and 1 .
was amazed at what I got. Just amged!

1 am generally good at .tests, but no "’
good at oral work. Suess my teacher was
an easy grader this time.

Sofial studies test, Had to fumish it
last night because jt ‘was due today.
Want to get pretty good grade. Worked

alone and tbok 5 hours. .
7

. &
2. WAT WAS THE MOST BORING THING FOR YOU ToDAY? ;

¥

Spanish most boring thing. Just
a repetition.

!
Most boring was German. Doesn't

move very fast. It is the teacher’
1 think - not especially good -
. she tries, though.

Sciente ¢13ss. Read on a subject
that 1 didk't care for. Weather.
Regl boring“for about 30 minutes.

- .
Story problems in algebra. Did this
by myself for 30 minutes. Finished

~
" them. v
v Science test. Math was boring,too. )
. ¥
Homemaking.  Have no interest in it, @
not sewing., Teacher bugs me. Get s
bored in P.E. No one is good sport.
-
N H * o
M 1
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Science, Ch‘dto look through books on
venereal diseasd. Latin is always
boring, Lots oq tHing$ to understand
and 1 don't understand it. \My friend
and 1 feel the spme way abou} tatin.
In science, don't like to reag abodt
things I'm not ir*terested mn,” 7

AY

Puzzles 1n math, Couldn't do at.
Teacher yells 1f-not perfect, It's not
all that thrilling. If I can do it, I
look forward to it, sTeachers should
see it from our Side, not oMy hers atl
the time. So perfect®

Waste time in tlasses. Waste time here.
Some classes get worse by end of day.
Some days it-is exciting. Social Studies
lzook is always bor:ing. :

Social studies. Hadl to read a chapter.
Took half of period. Book boring.

Sometifies ‘we do this once a week. HNo
one 1n class likes to do ijt. 4
; .
‘ . 4
\ . - L
R .
4
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Question #2 (con't) .
: N
. "7 Highly Gifted (6r. 8) . Comparison Group
LN
Math Class. Math teacher- drags 1ish, never too good at this. Teacher
things and I don®t 1ike math. This not™too good. Have to give oral geports,

math teacher tries to entertain
you - tell jokes-and Stuff 1ike °
that. It has nothing to do with
math. 14 people in the class and
1 know most of them.

Spamish class. Already had some
afathis and going over it bores
me. Most of the ¢lass is bored.
Social studies bored me a lot, too.

«  Typing. Too monotofous. Just
sentencés,.jusﬁtype, type, type.

English. Teacher read to us and v
it was boring. He likes to read

t0 us. Just stands there and »-
reads - even if the book is in-
_teresting, it is boring to have

to sit.there and hear him-read

all period. Teacher very in-
terested” in drama and he writes
his own things, about what we are
going to learn and study about. -

Home Ec. Making this dress and
1 am making a lot of migtakes.

English. Gave ys tests - drills,
verb worksheets. 6ot monotonous.
Have to be completed in classty

- .
N ¢ .
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not interesting. Don't like verbs,
either. Always boring but depends on
teacher.

Hovie in history. Not too boring but
_we have them about every third day.

! Hsh and 1 already knew what we were

king about and on top of it edidn't
. fe well, We had verbs. Like English
+mosh of the time.

French. % class working with slides,
sorting - boring, trying to learn new
dialogue. Do.this every day for 10 min.

SociaP studies. Hypothesis, variables,
worksheets, homework. Same old thing
every day. v b
Social studies - went to. library. Just
sat there for 45 minutes.

{:ial studies - its the teacher. Just
sits and talks about djfferent subjects,
sort of rambles, I'm not the only one

who feels that way. Whole class bored.

Watched slides in social studies. It
wasn't about what we have been studying. =

Math class because we had substitute.

Have had lots of subs lately. Don't
learn anything. .
German - boring every day. Had this

same teacher for 3 years. ¢

* English - studying Shakespeare and go-
ing-over plays, answering questions
that are not too. interesting. Teacher
doesn't make it interesting. z

.

Social studies. Read abbut people in

Ohio and answered questiops. Not always
boring.
L] . *
e *
. ¢
2
,
< %

Don't like to listen to other
people's oral reports either.

<
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/..ln social studies - Senate filli-
g bustering. Showed w a farce stu-

*, Talking about boringd English class.

RIC ©
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3. WHAT DID YOU THINK ABOUT OR IMAGINE-TODAY?

L

Kighly Gifted {6r. 8) :

-

Comparison Group

Athens in the trial of Socrates -
a system a lot 1ike ours, Accusing
hunlans, he was accused of something
he didn‘f[do.

dent government was.  Talk about
going into old court files and
learned what happened.

Handing in report in social studies,
did a good j% .

Just about everything is worth
remembering. It could probably
be one of the social studies
books, Black Boy, reatly makes you
think. B

Ta]kiné to a friend at lunch time.

Like class where have more group

do everything,

-
* .

-

Starting tennis soon. Don't know how

to play. Can't hit the ball and

wondered about that. Think I will lTike g
this better than basketball.

Thought about science quiz Friday.

I am anxfous aboyt science, Thought
about gymnastic demonstration.

put myself in a boo Imagined being
a character. Don't want to be like
him though. About high school student
who had everything going\for him and
flunked out.

Handing in story in English. Wrote
a long story and worked on.it a“long
time. It is a.makéup grade and I
hope to.get a better gradeswith this '
story. 3

Gym meet - one eek. Competing and

I am nervous. Floor acts, balance
beams. Got an A on English test, It

was hard and I was pretty happy about it.

Thought about playing soccer. Thought
about some plays and positions. Tajk-
ing about friends - probably willffise
plays in the game. - Coach didn't talk
totus today.

-

4, THINKING BACK, WHAT WAS THE MOST EXCITING SCHOOL EXPERIENGE LAST SCHOOL YEAR?

Beginning new class - 4 hours a day
and gat credit for math; English
and P.X. Just a free class.
English and social studies tied in
together. Do lot of group dis-
cussions and with one or two people.
Scme individual work. :

Got to take Industrial Arts 1r;stead
of homemaking.

Nothing has been<all that exciting.
Last year in socYal studies we did
some fun and exciting things.

Group participation and, had visitors
,from other countries. Learn from
others. Think we should do more of
this - it makes you think.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.Sports - playing football.

Math - had a good teachgr. My best. ~
Did faicly good. Tried to learn in-
stead of getting gradé. This yegr can't
stand math. Teacher last year hdd a

lot of imagination.

English class. Had neat teacher. She
was transferred to another school. We
did debate, blind walking. ., She made
this interesting. We did things, not
just write about them. Qpu made your
own grade. . .

Played end.
Made tquchdown. 6etting better posi-
tians fn soccer because they think I
can do better now than they )Ghouéht.

L J
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Question #4 (con't)

'

Yy & < Highly Gifted (Gr. 8) ; . Comparison Group
. - e
Photography class. Take pictures Making baseball team. Play outfield.
and develop themvand use them for- ’
yearbook. My dad got me started. Getting out of school. Got best grades
-« last year I found I would be in ever. Didp't reaMy-work harder. 1
*~ “this class. was ‘pleased.

After school sports most exciting.
Fun and got out of last period to do
+this. Didn't 1ike the teacher very much.

This year's football games. Best one
was when we won, _ Touchdowns really
exciting for me, My dad coaches Pgp
Warner team. Friend and I teach kids
cheerleading. .

1]
Learning to use welding torch in metal
class. Working in art metal class.
Tried to get it again but couldn't.
Second semester 1 will try again.

Getting involved in sports. 1In 7th
grade didn't go out for sports.

This'year claSses better. Really pleased
with classes. Double block-system makes
it so you can't get bored, 1 1ike my
teachers in most every class.

Playing football. On school team.

Enjoyed this. Worked hard’ to get on team.

£

5. THIRKING BACK, WHAT WAS THE MOST DIFFICULT OR DISAPPOINTING SCHOOL EXPERIENCE LAST YEAR?

Taking science class - boring. < Manted to be on soccer team but the
Teacher contradicts herself. She coach didn't notfRe me. So I quit.
{s new teacher.
. Math teacher. Got bad grade because
Industrial ar dén't get my 1 couldn't understand or learn from
“project in orf ¥ime apd thought 1 him. Just couldn't communicate.
deserved a better grade than got"
ity N Social studies teacher - couldn't
Industrial .art$ ~ electricity. Did understand her. Very poor teacher and
all that was required angd got a C. cut me down. Had+her for one quarter.
, * Seemed I got a lot of.low grades. Lots of other people felt the same.e¢
Electricity was pretty bad for me. She was always watching over you. -
Because 1 know a 1ot about it, do ¥
it as a hobby. We were asked to Getting. bad grades - most unhappy, Got
construct motor and 1 was dis- C in social studies. Teacher hadn't
appointed because I didn't Qet taught junior high before and graded
higher grade. too hard. Class was boring.

PAruntext provided oy enic [N




. Questfon #5 (con't)

Highly Gifted (Gr. 8) .

, Compari son‘Group, d

Getting a C in Englishgast year and
this, too. English pot that hard.
Late getting in for a test, didn't
get it +finished.» Teacher wouldn‘t
let me make it up. <

Getting my first C's in math,

science and.social studies. My

- parents did not like this too much
but 1t didn't bother me that much
because I knew I could bring them

up again. This was the first
quarter. Got an A in Spanish. I
could. have don h bétter. -

‘In soctal studTeS - about government.
People hypocritic. It is supposed to
be democracy but people are going

to get what' they want, is dis~
appointing. .
. Disappointing yhen I don't understand

whet-teacher s talking about. In
math most of the time I don't under-
stand. Can't get it right and I -
keep on trying. Don't Tike not to
succeed. System old-fashioned,

§
}
. .
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7 T
N
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic: B

G@tting my German teacher again. Cah't
choose German teacher here because she
is the only one here.

t behin ab sheets in English,
d to tak home to catch up.
Talked too much instead of doing work.
Once I caught up ft was not so bad. It
was a loose ¢lass_and you could work
at your own rate but you had to get done.

Got 4 wming notices. My parents
were really mad, Got them in math.

Lousy grade in P.E.
* grade. Didn't e

grade bu

as othgfs,

Just as good
e caught me N
the falls so he gave

tests in English and sodial
One “teacher just gave tests.
English/spelling tests. Didn't like

h - didn't do too good - always IN

behind. Got mostly on tésts. This .
yeap I like math - takind\general math.

Math - not dotng well. When I was

called on I was silent and embarrassed.

Had good teacher but didn't understand

the work. Bad test drades. Everyone -

else was really smart. ['m doing better,
now - gey A's; . e

English most difficult. Don't do too
well. My worst subject. Little better
this.year, Teacher gave me C. Really
doing more work and working harder ~
at it but teacher was hard grader.
Felt 1.was doing better thanf; don't . °
1ike English because I don't Tike to
do a lot of writing.

\

Getting bad grades in German. Just
didn't have the knack for it., Getting
farther and farther behind. Coulda't
drop it - just had to stick it out. *

Losing tast two football ga}nes. Won
45 in*a row. Means we're knocked out ..
of\ championship.
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6. COMPARING-WHAT HAPPENS "

IN"SCHOOL AND OUT,, WHAT IS DIFFERENT 114\

Highly Gifted (Gr. 8)

Comparison Group

Out of school is more fun - peopie,
no grades, more fun. In school
for learning and grades.

« In school don't get bored because
, you are learning things. Out of
school have hobbies, try to
balance things off. .

Think more when in school. There
are important things out, too.

Directed thfngs in school.

School prepates you to learn
more later on. B

N

—

.

-

Get grades in school - achrevements )
in all you do. Outside you are with
friends and have fun and sports.

School uses lots of books. Do the
Same .thing - learn things. Outside
you read pleasure -books if you want
to read.

In”"school I learn and enjoy. We

have a pretty good curricuium here.
Out of school I mostly do stuff with
friends and family - this is important
too. .

In school play foothall and do sports.

Try to get good grades. Out of school
work atvgetting my money collected
from paper foute.

7. ARE THERE THINGS YOU VERY INTERESTED IN THAT YOU DON'T DISCUSS IN SCHOOL?*

In Spanisl'm we dp not have enough
time. T woyldn't have shop class.

Chemistry ~ néne in schooi. HNot.
very many people interested in
chem. 1 do it independently. Talk
about politics and government
with, friends outside. Don't Vike
to do the same 01d thing that .

sz everybody is doing. .
N\ Jhen in math you don't discuss drt.

1

v

+ y cquld do this.

!

1 dpn't discuss my music.

‘there were clubs and groups, you
To much time is
wasted - My English ‘teacher reads
to us too much.

Like 40 have electmnics club.
Can't seem t0 do this. We dg a
lot of wiring and things in shop.

In history I would like to discuss
what btack history had_to do with
today. 1 donlt care what peopie
did 1,000 years ago. .

" Interested in Pbotography and as
far as 1'm concerned, they don't
know much about it. No time for it

There are some classes they do have
thatythey shouldn't. I would like
more freedom and electives.

R i o .

.

i

I would 1ike a course in Business and
finance. It couldn't be passed now.
There wasn't enough demand for this

. Confticts with electives. ¢

Electrgnics - my hobby. Mot being

\taught”and some people would not under-

stand. We could change that'by being
able to discuss electronic problem -
det friends together in the fidid -
not do it by myself all the time.

Build models out of school and am
interested in this. But I wouldn'}t
want to change the.school because of
this.

-
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8, WHAT PART DOES IMAGINATION PLAY IN YOIR LIFE? X . ’
Highly Gifted (Gr. 8) ( Comparison Group
v * . = * -
- ——
- In English' - sometimes_it helps and Helps me in writing compositions.
other times it doesn't. ’ . Relps in having fun, talking not in
o ! in class, but talking to people.
o Helps with Engligh stories. Helps
to comprehend somethings = an {dea Think of some heroes. Think about
and then using it. If you didn't things you would like to be able to
. have it, you c6Uldn't do certain do.” Just let yourself be somewhere
things. x else. Helps in writing, making a
’ . a dress, helps a lot. ‘ .
Helps- in writing up assignments
in story writing. Creative writing, drawing, somgtimes
. . . in football.~ In drawing it gives me
¥ tideas, thinking something that is
_ original. \ . -
Helpful in writings like to write
. . imaginary stagies, fiction and non-
. . fiction. Really things that cauld
' - B happen. Like to imitate people.

Like to animate people with animals.

el .
. o ‘// Drawing, use if it is somefhing 1
- can't do. Get ideas f it, Use ., '
it when I want somethina .and wish far
. My horse - I imagire about this
too. What it would be 1ike to be a
cheerleader. In school I jmagine how

. ) . . T will get the work done and what kind
f of Yrade.
‘E Writing assignments.' Helps too when

I am at home discussing things with -
my parents. Helps when I am drawing.

Writing papers - think up ideas¢

Writing skills, social studies and ®
) # English, Writing High Times in Palo
. * Alto “FIMEST—' [ am about to do this -
- * plays a large part in my life.
VY Imagined what would happen when I\
: played footbali. 1 would win and:
r -7 be hero. It doesn't hurt me but \
’ I don't know if it-helps me or not

e, o T
P o . ’

. . ! -
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v v N ‘Highly' Gifted (Gr..8) Comparison Group

Like teacher who keeps me busyzwith
things I like. .

.
’

Like teachers 1tke my English .
teacher Jast year. Kept us busy

l;ut also did things that were,

un, &

Go 1in depth. in a subject,

. Glee Club - coursé where you sit - 1.

" inacircle on the flodr,” 'If- -
obligated to come same time .
every day, it is a drag,

4 f
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PAruntext provided by eric

* know a word, he'11 expldin

“In English, the

* English and | don't like this as well.

Science experiements. You do things

that have been discussed." Like 2
her who keeps his own Standards
doesn't give into the kids. . Let

kids taTk a little but when gets out

of hand, understynd teacher's, strictness. .

In social studies one that is good with
kids - pre that understands. Does

what kids want to do. In math, not

too much talking - you have to hear what «
the teacher has<to Says In social

studies, loose class where you can dis*s, P
cuss points‘of view. /

—

]

Like my Spanish teacher -f you don't

it. Learn .
Jore this way. Has to be fun, crack *
a few jokes,relaxed.

Hhere I can go and ask for help. A
teacher who ‘doesn't Just make me read
the text.but gives me jdwas to think
about. S$it in circle petter than in row.

Everyone at my level. Class that learns
at same speed. Teacher who takes time .
to help and doesn't make you feedppfu
are holding up the class, .
teacher is strict and
won't let you get out of class, He ig~
nice and is funny the way he talks and
Uses perfect grammar.. Casba)
Social studies we sit in circle
and I like this.' We sit in rows in

Math should be harder because you have
to learn math. Social Studies and
English more free, Learn better if
teacher is ot strict,

More ipteresting when teacher is not
90ing over same stuff all the time,
One with imagaintion; takes class trips, -,

Flexible teacher; don't have to sit ip
seat all the time; 90 outside and Kand
in assignments late; chance’to make up,

Hork on projects at own time, Like
class where you d6n't#uve to do cer~
tain things at certafn times,

. .
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. Highly Gifted (Gr. 8), N . ' Comparison Group

K N — - .

More freedom of choice. Like langu~ Math n morning and do my own correct- ™
* age labs. Teacher not really tough ing. P,E,., English and Social studies

and lets us work at own pace just v afternoon, Rather have specific

s0 we get work done.” Think all assigmments than work at own pace.

school should be this way, Do not Shorter classes ahd shorten time 1n

‘ like being forced to do school school,
work, -

- ~ Learn, necessary and basic things,

- No set thing to do. Small classes Have more electives, Pick what you
and more teachers, Have'5 re- t want to study. Longdr lunch, HNot
quired subjects 1ike English, math - have to worry about tardies. Rotate
and the things you have to learp. . schedule so you don't have to get sjck

* Then 1et students choose gther of doing the same thing at the same
things Yike music, art, projects. time. .

. 4ndependent study and small group. fo T
. 1 would 1ike to teach - it would No homework - do it in class. If
be interesting. ” problem, get help from teacher. I
. like ths organization better than other
Basically 1ike it is. We could schools 1've attended. This school
. have more interesting social .gives electives, summer school and field
* studies and English textboaks. 4 trips. , )
Have more teachers - not old and *
radical ones. Like having teachers Learn another way instead of out of
pen to both sides ¢ discussion. books., If you could go outside and
. . “learn 'rom experiences, Logger lunch
[ . . fhour. Have activities during Minch., _
. : Locate mountains and where snow would
¢ ¢ -be. _Like a school in the mountains.
‘e . . ot
o s Teacher who keeps.you interested. In
N . . English our téacher took us on an «
* , ! maginary walk - had to close our-eyes
. . and imagine. Like school ghe way it
- is only have more 1nterest@gg classes.
! : Individual conference with teacher
RGN -~ after 1 do my work. Smaller classds,,
‘a . ‘ double block for some and single for
others, =~ °
N ’ Like double block in P.E. and fn-
. dustrial arts. But for social -studies
’ its too long, Smaller clas%es - but
. - . ' , "ot too small,
I ’ ® .
] . ’
* * ’
‘- /
-
. : , &
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I, _ven 0o You LIke TO LEARN ALONE? WITH OTHERS? )

s 2

. Highly Gifted (6r. 8)

7

N Comparison Group

-

. English literature alone as I like
to read very much. Would rather
be with just 3 or 4 people in

. Jgroup studying. .

Industrial arts 1n a group. English
and art alone.
Spanish alone. History with others. '
Lathork and projects. .
+ Engligh alone but ]ike:to share
what 1 know. Enjoy tutoring. <
Lika to do soctal studies with
others. Talk politics with
others. ,

‘

Soc1a'| studies with others - good to
share thoughts. Math alone except

when I need help from teacher.
Some projec& 1 would rather do alone.

Read alone. Learn with others just
about alkthe time.

English and social studies alone.
. Math and science with small groups.
. D1scuss1on in small groups. .

Reading ass1gnments aldne. Some
English assignments and discussipns
are best wit others.

Reports\by rrwse'lf - eas1er to work
at your ¥wn pace.

.

Math yiyh others - I can understard
my frighds better than my teacher.
-Learn fnglish, socfal studies and
spelling alone. Like to do worksheets
with others. ?le can help each other.

Learn fiath alone = also like to learn
alonefwhen I feel like being alone.
Matly alone, if I gnderstand it.

ith others in game situations.

Read by myself.

Think 1 should be

. " with someone else for help.

Group

of six ipstead of 31.
¢ .have more*time.

2 ~

Teacher would

J

.
12. DO'YOU HAVE SOME TEACHERS YOU LIKE TO TALK TO ABOUT THINGS?

. 3 [

-

Responges unavailable due to faulty transcriptions.
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13, WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE BEST? WHY?

. R Highl,)f Gifted (Gr. 8)

4

~

Comparison Group

2

Oral work best, Too much written
*  work in some classes.

N 4
ShOp:‘grawing, math. Working
. problems. Like learning in creative
¢ way-and interesting ways to do ,
.thisgs and work them out. Fun
atrosphere. N |

English 1iterajiré best - like to
read. Not much of school day goes
. into this - in free time.. ,

Creative NritNgg. Very limited
in English. Génerally have to
'write‘ about 2 book - not creative.
Reading for information. Movies,’
films. Things that will help me.
Learn on my-own and do something

interesting. Like history.

Like math but it depends on teacher.
One period plus homework. This
year I like my math teacher and I*
am doing well.' N
Like reading, writing, drawing.
Like English, too. About 45-50
‘ min, daily in drawing.

Creative writing. Good way to -
express yourself. Don't like the
books they give in English. Like
creative writing and math. ~

Like new and different assignments.

- English -,autobi%phy - bg
portion of schoo rk. Math and
Enylish favorites.
assignments don't sound interest-
ing but then when you get into
it, it gets inferesting.

Like all subjects - best math

and English. Would like them all
better {f they were set up fike °
\glish where you work at yoWr
o pace.

~

Py .

ERIC S
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Sometimes 1

Like P.E: and math this year. Like'
all learning activities.

Some work 1n class - little homework
%ut not too much. Like to discuss,
learn what others have done. Like
math and to work with a couple of
kids. Do this 2/3 of the day.

Science 15 0.k. Instead of reading
things you do them, Like written .
instead of oral. Do better this way. o

2 hrs. daily.

The kind of work that makes me think’-
not Just answer a gquestion. B

Reading things - history books, English.
Because 1t is easy for me butsI learn
more from it. Last year we had lots

of reading, but not this year.,

Discussions, not a whole bunch of
goofing off. Good topics where every-
one wants to contribute - debate. 1

s 11ke debates because I 1ike to Msten
what others have to ‘'say on certain topics.

Math because I get more out of this
class than others. Math'doesn’'t come
easy. Learn more from group than from
teacher. Try hard in math because it-
Js hard, for me.

P.E. and metal work. Reading sometimes,
when I can pick what to read. Math fun
sometimes, . R -
Architecture class - learning how to
make house plens - helpjnG me towards
what I want to do when I get out of
school. Like P.E. - games.

(2
English and Spanish. Good teacher in
Spanish - always 1iked English.

* Science worksheets. Creative writing.
Feel proud when I find answers. I like
t8 write. 4 hrs week doing things.I
like best:

f

.

A
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Question #13 (con't)

~

Hid\ly Gifted (Gr. 8)

Cdmparison Group

Al ~

" Reading -and English best.
Wrfting, too, if I am feeling
down. .
Like reading - use ft for every-
thing,

Nriting and science.
r$search Learn as you go along.

. &7g satisfaction to know 1t is

- something that you had worked
+hard on.

Like doing

Writing papers on subjegts ‘I can
choose. Like creative writing.
In my opmion ‘just reading and
then writing about what you read.

.

Science and
Feel free 1n these classes.

Math - reading 1s fun.
woodshop.

Like P.ES because 1t is not regular
class setting - no desks or rows.

Writing, English, science, band - 11ke
playing drums. English teacher not too
strict. Lab work n scignce.

Writing and typing - use my wmagination -
typing 1s a skfll I should learn and 1s fun.

P.E. best.

.

Photo class - have freedom there.

14, WHAT KIFD OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE LEAST?

Language the least. Memorization,
boring! Have this about 1 hour day.

Reading out of books. Not a great
reader. Having an experience is
much better and then write about ft.

Hath the way it is taught Same
thing over and over. Could learn
Jin 2 instead of 20 problems.

&y Nath because I don't 1ikeé thirgs
> at always have specific answer.

French where yo’u are forced: to go

al Qng. -

[ Sto jal studies - cut and dried -~
borifg!
Yocabulary work - aboutf/3 of every
period. Drills, repetition. Not

learning frog eash other. Learning
from other people is important.
'Each has his own experiences.

*
- L

O

ERIC -

T

Latin - borgng and I cannot memorize.
£ Have a hard time with spelling the words.

Reading things I don't 1ike. Mdth goes_
too fast. Always have test on Monday »
$0 you have to study on weekend.

»

Grammar, Boring and no purpose. If

I can express myself that is all I need
to know. Languages would be good to
go to country to learn it. Teachers
do not make 1t intere.sting.

Math is boring. .

-

Being forced to do things you don't
like - 1ike reading, verbs in English.
Don‘t 11ke doing same things’ in science.

Don't 11ke Wistory reports. Or creatlve
writing. Right now we have to identify
nouns and verbs and that kind of stuff.

3 . <




Question #14 {con't)

Highly Gifted (Gr. 8) .

Coa;par'i son Group ~

Drills and math the least.
repetition.

Too much
About 1-2 hours.

Least.is to read text and wite it
up. Do it 2 or 3 times a week.

No,freedom in social studies class.

Busy work and drill the least._
Like my math this year - teacher
gives you problem and if we don't
get it we do it over with some
1nstruct10n.

Do not 1ike monotonous lectures.

History < eated all the time.

« Should haWe wider selection. We'
study Columbus in elementary school
and then iEs brought up again. I

think we should-have wider selec-,
tion ~ 1t would pe*better.

English grau;nar'- don't neled it
anymore.

English - bering books. = .

American Political Behavior. Never

wanted to get involved in politics, until,

this year, Don't care for science the
way it is taught. Family life stuff.
Rather have earth science.

'

Math the least - also reports and tests.
Reports are Tengthy and time censuming.

&

Like to write because I want to write not

because 1 have to. Oral tests I do well
on but can't remember when 1 have to put
the answers down. Like math but not the
person teaching it.

. .

Math and science the least -- too hard!
Too lazy to do reports and reading.
Math - just adding anhd subtracting. 1

know I can do it but the teacher just
keeps goirig over the same old thing.‘

-

031 stuff in math - boring,
Writing reports -.don't like. I'm not
a good speller.

9

B,
" THING WOULD YOU ASK FOR?

IF YOU COULD HAVE ANY KIND OF SITUATIOY ATSCI-DOLYWWED; WHAT KIND OF

Different types of science. More
specialized classes. Variation of
. languages - smaller classes.

More different kind and types of
= languages. Can't talk fn class
nou Would 1ike sometimes to talk
to discuss different things.
Let us tell about 1ntere§t in hobbies.

Would 1ike to branch of f into the
subjects we have now. Love to write
and this could be included in English
course. Like to do whatever I
wanted and get extra credit.

General histery - begjnning to
present. Films, books, teacher
that knows a lot about it. Would
be hard to please everyone. _

-

O

E
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PAFulToxt Provided by ERIC -

.

Lots of trips. Science gnd social
studies in relation her countriss.
Lots of P.E. - water skiing.
School to come, to ypur home. Garden-"
ing in schoal: ,
Everything elective. Then you wouldn't
have to study the things you weren't
interested in. More science and math.
Like a teacher and 5 students going
places and studying area in small
groups. Study and meet wherever you
wanted to -- outside instead of room
with desks. -

Horseback riding - go to beach on hot
day. More debates because I like to
hear what my friends and other students
say.

\

5
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* question #15 {con!t)
A

Highly Gifted (Gr. 8)

Comparison Group

" Ask for more architectural work.

Do planning of things, buildings
. and things like that.

Would 1ike more language lab work.
Do’ not 1ike school as it is but
can't change it.

Would like to go off campus on

d field trip for instance in
taking cooking - go to restaurdnt
and see people’cook and then try
it out for yourself. Learn about
psychology. My mom is a child
ps chologist. !

. Come and go when you want. Havé
certain number of hours & month.
Relevant to 1ife. Just couldn't.
stay away from school all the time-
but if you knew a subject and you
could do it in % hour, then go
home and come back for another

. subject.

More physical scien;:e and
electrical classes. Choose
favorite things to do.

" More science, music, zoology.
Special musicyclasses with about
5 people.

Good curriculum 1s half what the stu-
dent wants and half what is required.
Good teachers are those-who are con-
cerned about students and give fair
grades. Good student government is
people who can imprave the school.

Doing thirigs in the mountains. Hiking
and outdoor things. Travelling in
Europe. Reading anything you want.

No science requirement. No P.E. re-
requirement. ~

I3

Horseback riding - I could ride all
day. Ski with. friends; field hocked;
go to football games.

/(P&“e sportss camping and outdoor stuX.
Fooling around and doing what you want,

I3
]d'alk more with friends. Gymnastics,
jving, shopping, eat more. -

Backpacking - mountain climbing. -

Literary writing cjass. More glee club
and drivers trainjng. Secretarial
training and craf{ classes.

. © R

,




o ' €
Palo Alto Unifted School District - Highly Gifted Projec‘t
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1. WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING THAT HAPPENED IN SCHOOL TODAY? ~
7N\
Highly 6ifted (§r. 11) . Comparfson Group 3
Physics presentation. Running computer program. Working ‘
- our grade for the quarter/, on it for a week. My brother helping
talk in front of 3 physjks teachers *me. For my own personal use. |
and.explain what we’ve - |
Written paper also; fdit good after, . English essay test. Study old authors |
1ike Chaucer. HNot too interesting. |
I was sick and just go Got’a B, |
' }mportant thing was being involved A
n jury for mock court. Found out Physics test. Spent a lot of time |
how they cross examine people. . preparing. Didn't do too hot on it. |
Didn't read enough of previous assign- }
*  Found out what the spring susical * . ments. Too hard for me. Not important. |
might be. Didn't go to math or . . ° 1 got'in over my head. L
B physics because I was-singing. 3 |
Probably want to major in some- Math test -.got 13. Highest 18. |
thing Vike music or drama so ]
need the experience. Movie on Black History with Bill Cosby
narrating. Team teaching class of
. Science fiction seminar. Dis- about 40-60 kids. Don't really like
cussed solutions to world prob- this class - don't 1ike some of the
lems. An interesting thought that assignments. .
- never ocQurred to me before was '
the idea of a computer taking Don't have to go to math - don't like v
, over the world. Seminar meets . " my math class that much. Its boring
once a week and {ts interesting and teacher rambles on and on. Think
all the time. . most of the' kids feel the same., I
N guess {ts because 1 understand things
One of eachers in Alternative faster and she goes over it again and
School student. at Santx Clara again so | daydream. [ was in a harder
. and her advisor showed up to math class, but that went too fast!
grade her.' Really good because t ., p)
< eyeryone had done their research Seminar on what peace.agreement really
and everyone came to class so she means. Pretty Good. part of a world o
was happy. Good lesson and good - p canflict seminar. 1SBt up by group of .
discussion. ' students who call themselves Students
. Against Amencau Involvement in Indo-
Meeting of Chess Club. Discussed chingy I'm interested in U. S, politics.
methods for de¢iding who plays -
what placement. I'm one of the - History test., K] pages long. . Missed
top men so | felt I should get one question and got a B. Think that
involved. Been in the club since N was unfair. .Grades are important to
8th grade. me, You need good 4rades to get into
. ! ! college. t*Laned in high math and science
Someone in biolog;}’gave report on and you have to get good grades or they
raccoons. Kinda interesting. lane you lower. Laning is good. Low
He has grown up taking care of history class, not too many smart people
' them. He is Gilroy exchange in the class.
student. .
Yesterday went to-world conflict »seminar. |
Experiment in physics: Demon- 3 movies - army indoctrination filmef
stration on oscilloscope. Required. Sort of break in day.
» . v - -
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~ Question V (con't)’ "

. Highly Gifted (Gr. 11) Comparison Gro$
Learned to write computer formal. Passed Latin test. Been undér a lot
Combined all the things we had of tension last few weeks. My grand~
learned .in math. Computers are  ° father has-been 111 and a few other
interesting. things - didn't try to catch up on*

- Latin. Teacher is really strict and
Physics class. 6Got rid of the old expects a lot of work. For a class
teacher - he's in the hospital. . like that I think its the best way.

New one s young - grad student at
. Santa Cruze We were all happy with
-him but today found out he has a

few faults. Every teacher hagm
faultss but this one is really . JOral report in a group, Spént all

~ didorganized.. TE bothers pe N week preparing for it. Did pretty

p . well. Mirror image - parallax - like
It will be on oy mind for a while. science, My dad is physicist. Don't

Got a good grade on math test. Two
teachers - one good, one bad.

Assembly was fun. Classical flute like math but I like to understand what
and piano music. “Lasted for aboyt ~ everyone is talking about.
an hour or so. :

: . Routine day. I like family Tife -
lgo:egn]gstgo%g:l:ﬂf’saoolo)idr;hgse:geex teacher is really good. Like the loose
optional thing, not a class. I didn't surroundings'and open discussions.
study - waited til the last day and Homen's history. Really good course. .
did it! ’ -

® Latin test. !mporta\nt to me because N

of college entrance. I want to be
better educated. They have proved
that having college education doesn't ,
help that much to get a job but I
want to go on to graduate school. .

Something new in math. Teacher ex-
plained problems. - I was kept busy v
© there - pretty small class. .

Hath importdnt. Its the<«lass I , . .
learn the most in. Purely lecture. ) .
About 20 people in class. Usually . 4
have to prepare a lot. . . -
: R~
Py . » .
2, WHAT WAS THE MOST BORING THING FOR YOU TODAY? / .
Lagt half of English class. Supposed . o Going to schéel at 8:00. Sd{ool is .
to read a book and I already finished ‘ spretty boring except ceramics. U.S.
it. ‘ . . History is very dull °- teacher talks <
: . too much. She is afraid of little
History - hate higtory. Think I
know a)1 the history that 1s necessary momen ts 02 iile?ze'.l Sl;e :andﬁg °:t 2. .
at this time. Small class and I like survey and 1 told her I thought she
small classes but U.S. History is talked too much but I“don't think she
boring - ancient histor® is o.k. is going to change, v
. Listening to French teacher talk. ~
. - » -\ . ' &
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uestion 2 {con't)

L 3
. \,m@r Gifted (Gr. 11)

Comparison Group

- "I

P,E. - taking measurements for weight 3
Co-ed class. Boring be-
cause I knew the measurements already.

Listened to speaker on grand juries, .

Didn't understand what they were talk-
ing about. Think it was for a dif- °*
ferent*c]ass.

.French - teacher unmotivated and
stoday we had ‘a movie'so it wasn't
too bad. Usually no one cg

.~ eyeryope's mind wanders. learn
but s Stow,

Spanish - saw a movie about a girl's
birthday party. It was hard to tell
what they were saying. Usually do
my math in Spanish class. Pay
* attention once n a while, Easy for
me. Had Spanish in eleméntany °
school - rostly repetition.

Sodfal studies - doesn't interegll '
wme, Llarge lecture class. - N

French - always boring. Teacher
goed but has to go 3t s]ow-pace be-
cause some of the kids don't catch
on fast.

Math - teacher unable to communicate.
Repeats, herself and doesn't seem to
be able to answer things.

Physics - doing methodic things. __
New geacher th emester. Last L’
semester rexlly S{ructured, not
there'$ no pressure. ‘

¢ Test in math - finished early - sat,
around and wait for everyone to
finish - usually happens in math - o
I'm good in math. o2

s

c'lothing class - no pmject‘

English a]ways boring‘. Science
Fiction - isn't 1nteresting.

. Had appointment and then study in
LN Gepman. History usually bores me.

Cold in class. ¥ 4

Math slow bec use sthe kids catchmgA
up. I just sit nround. .

.

m}:ard «nd of day get tired of classes.
MarkTwain Eng] ish class_particularly
boring. I'm not,too good in English

and don't enjoy reading as much as others.

Taking physics test. Now that we have
new teacher, it's not boring. 01d .
teacher wouldn't answer Questiohs and
made you feel like a ool for asking.

French 1ab. Asked questions - t
going on all period - long and drdwn out.
We told teacher we were bored and she

is trying to improve.

Math - review. Had been gone for 2 days
and it was-still the same old stuff.

It seems stupid to be on one thing for
so long. .
There are some classes more boring than
others. U, S. History most boring.
Don't do anything ~ just talk. among
ourselves. Not learning - teacher i5n't
teaching just talking about his own
problems and his family. .

Horkin§ in chem class. an we do is
work on labs - no lecture§ - pretty
monotonous.

World conflicts seminar. Keep reading
about world problems. Keep refiashing
same thing over. Never anythi
Lasted about 1% hours.
were listening but I don't know |[if they
were attentive.,
French class - saw filmstrip and tgacher
talked - really boring! His voicq tone
% bad. Try to listen and give fdedback
but majority of class either t3Tks or

does other work.

English -~ partially because some of it
is over my heads Partially because the
teacher is boring. Speaking manner is
boring. Don't spend a lot of time pre-

“&paring as I have more exciting things

to do gnd schoo] Just gets fitted in.

Hebrgww = learning couple of words -
segdfs out of context.’

Pl
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3, WHAT DID YOU THINK AWT OR }W\G{E TODAY ﬂlfAT SEEMS WORTH RB‘B&R]M&.

4

Highly Gifted (6r. 11) Comparison Group *

[ thought 1 needed to start writing Film 1n\81ack History. Discussion
poetry again. 1 used to write a lot. interesting ™~ bedt we've done.
1 was upset with my style so.l quit. )
Have no time. Taking 5 solids. Movie in social studies. On Black
History. Bill Cosby narrated. Was
Taking AP exams, Preparing for them. different from usual movies.
Last year took biolddy test. Hope . : s
to get enough credit to get sophomore
standing so I can have less pressure,
,at college, .

-

hd

. History, Haw loyal and®patriotic
they were at the turn of the century.
I thought hownice it would be if ¢
we could be back to that now. MNow .
the leaders aren't so good. [ have
faith though that we'll do o.k. -

Tutoring in_math, He's really far
behind and I have to go bick to
basics. Today went badly.

we finjshed he'said he was

to the Cow Palacgg I don't se
you get so far behind in math and
then still have time for extra ac-
tivities,

B\

4, WAT WAS TH MOST EXCITING SCHOOL. EXPERIENCE' LAST SCHOOL YEAR?

I

*
. Hrite an essay on significant points Going to family 11fe class. Different
¢ ' Ina chapter on Reform Movenents. from most. More free and open. Mo
Thought it was a stupid assignment mework - no books. Don‘t have to
~ s0 L turned in 2 blank pieces of go if you don't want to. .
1 paper. Shﬁy asks?dm? to ?rli(teha \
paper’ on w n't think"there - " History - get an A 1f you do well on
in were ‘any 519"‘““"‘ goints. I test and then do extra assignment. 1
wrote on the insignificance of’ re- read a 1ot of biographies, Learned a

porting. It was just a joke and | -9 V-
éhe ;hou?ht “.‘"z 2 good essay. 4 lot more through self-inYtiated things
he didn't realiZt it wasa joke - Dropped out of English and that made <t

ol didn't pake any impression on her nicer, MNever liked English. This is

at all\ ¢ ’ Q probably the first year since kindergar-

3 V 1
History - Civil War. In English - 33 :Qgtngczfven © had English to do

i got into Shakespeare. Cancelled my +
semester class to take in-
dependent study on Macbeth and
P King Lear. Really good teacher.

* T
=,
4
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Question 4 (Con"&) o s

. ‘ . {

Highly Gifted (Grqj 1)

’ v

Computer science. I still use it.
Lot of free time after school,z
Could do anything I wanted.

Resource period. Informal - talk A

about, whatever is on your mfind.

It ig_valuable because it gives
four dr five of us the opportunity
to talk together about things we
may not understand.

Journalism is always peak experi-
ence for me. Mock court in govern-
ment good! Talked to a lot of
.people involved with court - judges,
DA's, lawyers. All my English
seminars were great.

4G
History - teacher good. Cla
periods interesting and informal,
Good book. Teacher tells stories
about American History.

Physics class - hasn't necessarily
been a pleasant’ experience but I
tould say. I learned a lot. It
varies the most. Always something
andiscovered - something to look
forward to,

Course in philsophy. Seemed

really neat to have theories and
philosophies presented. Opened
ny mind a,lot. .

\

5. WHAT WAS THE MOST DIFFICULT; WNWPPY EPERIENCE? . .

. Could have‘done better on math

_half of PSAT. I'm in high lane and
people expect high scores and keep
asking you about them. Have repu-.
tatfon to uphold, o .

Physics experiment.
working with were goofing off,

Really bad for me. People were *
hard to work with. Boring classes.

v

History bad. Teachet .]king on
and about nothing,* -
. R
R )
F'
. - *
4 _/”\ .
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N\

I

People I was i

N When I got a B on histor_y’report.
Report on election of 1876. Teacher
said the content was not right. I
Tooked it over and sort of agreed
with teacher. Hoped for A, usually
get B, but I worked

German grade. Teacher didn't
follow through like, she said she
would. Got a D at inning and
thought it wouldn’t add into rest of
grades which were all A's, I got

a C and" I was pretty upset. She's
vary strong-minded.and } couldn't
change it, Good teachep but she
doesnit listen. - e

rd on this one.
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1!};. Questidn § (con't) - ‘ .
. . Hichly Gifted (6r. JI)  © S . Comparison Group

French - teacher disappointing. Only’
reason she is teaching is that she has
tenure. 01d fashioned methods. Slow,
never studied for tests, Studied
§ minutes for finals.  They put her
in English department. Bore there,
too! -

Math - hated the t.eacher an/didn'
get anything oyt of class. “Graded °

., on’wrong things Hke handwriting in
notebooks. Geology in alternative
school - couTdn't get started.

Switched to reghlar class and things ~

are glright now. <.

Can't remember
History
ectured a Jot and it was

" I get bored easily.

- teacher
borihg

Physic waste of time. \Could -have -
& by just experiencing 1n
+ lab ratheﬁ than talking first,

Had English paper to write and - .. a
seyeral other’ things piled up. ¥
Teachers seem t¢.take advantage

.of 3-day weekend a ile up
homework, Didn tg everything
e done. : .

Pf1y§1cs was_awfdl. Apvays in féar
of teacher. , So worried about Study
quide’ questionssI never did them,
her was really nice but I just
couldn't talk to him about the class.
Kew teacher now and things are more
. relaxed better for mne,

In social studies I worked my-<<--

v off.and got a B+ when I knew-the

' mterial,

She gives essay téts
and hir questions-unclears Don't <«

_seem to know what she wants. Know
th terial and know_ it well but.
t 4aow what she wants. -

Bhysics teacher - been teaching. for .
« 30 years. Mo one can stand him.

, Main thing* is attltude. Trying to
teach life is really tough. Th.
wasn't his job - should have, bee
teaching physies. -~ . i

[mc {

Aruiext providea by enc ‘ ‘ -
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. Don h1story Cest.

T

Math test - tetally bombed. Didn't,
understaifd and not enoudh time.

Same history class. Bot 8 for
semester grade. Got all A’'s first
quarter. She lectures all day -
don't think you shoulds grade on
opinion questiong.

[ 3
Knew the faterials
but didn't do well on test, . Grades
are important as far as going to
college but for me personallys ¢

Getting D's on tests. Haven't
accomplished a lot - wish I had gotten
bétter o PSAT. MNot taking it to go
to college because I'm not 1nterested
in going to college.

Psychology the first semester. At
first, good, talked a lot. Then as
it went ©h we,saw it was phony -
d1sappomting. s
Physics 1ab boyang, Jeacher won 't
. help you when'you rur’ out of feas.
- to my dad - he*doesn't give answers -
but helps me get them on my own.
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larly pleasurable. Strict class,
New teacher now, he's nice, -

L4

Physics - teacher bad, Didn't have -
our values and attitude toward us
bad. Left'to have an operation;
said we could’ come oyer to his

. . huse and wogk if we wanted to, - . . ‘
. Realized how dedicated he was. .

D in Engiish Supposed t’o write ‘

essay on Faulkner book. Didn/t . ,

read the book and _that' s. why 1 got LN .
abd .

I Twoweek minfcourse, Couldn't get . . ‘
along With two teachers. One .
taught grarmar and the other speech. -’
It was Tike an assembly lime, - .
~<  Even the best kids-got turned off\. . ' T
Some kids were even smoking joirts
in class., . . . N

L, . A
Question 5 {con't) ‘ . ' - s
. 17 .
. .8 Highly Gifted (6r. 1) . . Compar‘l’sowoyp -
Physics class = teacher not particu- ) -

. v
v

6. COMPARING wr.mwawé IN AND OUT OF 8CHOOL;, WHAT IS DIFFERENT,.

Out side, work at Lockheed on
computewr, Different than computer
at school. Atmosphere different, v
people looser, more chance to talk

to people, whereas teachers don't »
spend timg explaining what they

‘ want, . ‘ .o
) . } .

In school 2 parts: academic part - .

S Nod much differencgl I, er school
Do the same 1n an out.” Like math
pmtty much so doa

lot at h?me
Play with computers in schoo and .
then out also, « .

~

and relating to people. I get an N
. assignment, I do it. There isn't ~ ., ' .
- . any real control over when I talk ~
to peers. Out of school, shift . PP
ipto different world, Try to

relatg to family, .

. . R
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7. ARE YHERE THINGS YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THAT YOU DON'T DISCUSS AT SCHOOL?
. . . 1 ~ -

NManly sifted (6r, 1)

Compariso'n Group

, Photography. .Hou'ld prefer to také‘ &
things that interested me. R

‘Had biology last ygar and reaily .
[ - o enjoyed it but can't take it
 this year bgcause I have to finish *
¥ .. physicd ahd chem., There is a

chain you can't break.

Political aspects. Teachets
. don't like“to ger involved. The)
wight be gttack®d for it. Tea-
* chers and ends should stil
mgre like friends but teachers
must maintain‘authority. .

Only thing discussed in-school 7 .
Q what the coypses are about.
I*have nq set h bbieivgr‘.hterests.

N Sewing - costume design. Can't. <
- stand .having my work inspected.

= _If there is something really im-

. rtant, I don't bring it to o -

- .. school, n oy

Poetry. I've never had English

class; that fully went into that.
' 1 would like comprefiensive poetry
& course ‘- not mechanics. But I can

always do it'out of* class.

N

N

be

Interested in Jewish Culture.
Don't know how it would work out
in sghool.

AT PR

« =

. . 8. WHAT PART DOES IMAGINATION PLAY IN YOIR u}é

»

>

_ Yery impoftant in scheol. Like physics
. experiment - we had to figure out’an
experiment to do. We have to use it
in writing. You.have to decide wh
to put in a2 sentence.. Also for foetry.

Usually in English classes
the situation you may be-writing about
dnd possible variatign$ and it 'haips
to understand the problem. =

When things gf@ligoing in English, 1 .
magine I'n a djfferent place. -
Takes my mifid off school, Outwardly

. it would Appear I u; it’ very much.
Circupfents, Tabor® ‘use it to find *

. easjér way of doing something.
wiAting. .Analytic thinking for,
gocial studies. °

' .
. L. .
Lv o -
74 M L -
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For .
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You imagine ‘

Ny

write stories. -

Gives me ideas for projects. Some-
times I can see a branch in a tree
?d imagine things about it. Ideas
or English, Helps me be more unique
in what I photogragh.
somewhere eise if/l get bored.

Essayf& I'm notfvery imaginative, ’
It would fe¥p if I had more imagination.

flm.aginal:ion hinders my pel:fomance
though I do use it in English.

Helps in‘writing -~ use it*in art, too.

+ Write storfes. Like this but hate it
when teacher writes all over paper
with comments about clauses:

;%eﬁs me from gettiing bored and helps

Imagine I'm
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you coyld find balance.

.

9, WHAT KIND OF CLASS SETTING OR WITH WHAT KIND OF TEACHER D, YOU LEARN BEST?

\ Highly Gifted (Gr. 1)

:

Comparison Group

5
Learn best with subject I 1ike.

Like history when taught a certain . ,'

way., Taachers I‘like.are really
inttrested in thejr subjects and
try to make kids 1ikeé them. Have
debates in hjstory. Usemy’ , .
imagination, .

o
.

Depends on course. Science, math,
languagé, need structured approach,
Others' more informal, more tndividual .

Depends on subject, Engl ish, govern-

When 1'm experiengjng what 1've
learned, In history, through movies.
Learned most in photograp Chem . -
teacher enjoyable - nice guy. - Not
fraid to ask him questions cause
he gives you real good answers. .

grép'ean history. Learn best when in-
1ved in discussion. Do well aften - ‘
#reading, In German just sat and talked. .
. Mom and dad corrected papers. Not '

enough speaking, * ! L

S - Depends on subject, Lik€ in photography *
ment: knowing the teacher and 1iking . he gave you assignment, gave.;ou bgokf Y
the teacher, Sci?nce and math: more you come in for test once in a while ande ™
structyeed, If 1'm motivated 1 . turfi 1n assignfients on time. Another
learn bétter in unstructured setting, class wes with rigid teachers who
Semfnars are my idea of unstructured . taughtreverything theﬁ\zrobably
class, Teacher is more of resourgg. has beerr for 100 ‘yearse™® I learned in

R 4 both, classes. .- *
10, wmnmuw&rmmmv&nmm? '
0 LA a4

Don't think day could be lengthened.
Not, so mych homework. ~Math especial-

1y guilty of too much Homework. .
More time needed in“sciences. Shorten
English - teacher is Jjust restating .
thing ywdy. More small groups. ~
No.r red' P.E, Mare
chers, maybe one-to-one

Similar to alternativé sch
not exactly, Not so much emphasis
,on credits or how much work you are
doing. Individual conferenced with
teachers - Jess hassle with attend- .
ancg.  Small groups.) -

Get ridsof tenure! Class fine - its
Jjust the teachers., Get student
.evaluations of teachers. More .
impoctant than teacher evaluation of
students. It doesn't matter {if you

are in rows or incp circle, its the
teacher that creates the setting:

-Present setup practica]l. Altexpative .
School set Ups 14ked. Eetreen‘ e two

More Comfortable atmosphere. Each

person is different and needs b,

different things. Like in history,

you haveé to have 1t, but 1t doesn't '
really relate to you. I can relate

bettér to teacher's experiences

than_a baok or mg. _ s
.d o, g
More classes Mk& Family Life. Talk ..

to teacher - leave class 1f you feele
like it, You don't learn anything
by staying in class and being super
‘bored. . :

u.z
[ .
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5 Highly Gifted (6r.- 1) . Comparison Group

a -

. )
Modular o.k. for college but set
* $chedule needed for high school. ,
. Small groups for physjcs. Lirge . N ~ -
groups for d‘lscuss1ons. N .

{amrt people laned toge%her. Foreign,
nguage small., Larger groups.ok . -
if everyone at sgme levelof instruc- [
tion. - o . R

¢ classesgnd up & waste of time,,
There “stiould be bei;ter way for*
_students tq_get tofknow ahead erf .
tine hat a certafn cjass would be I
. 1{ké- except to hear from other . « T
students - maybe 1ike auditing * ’
the class the semester before you M 4
¢ take it. [ , I te - . ki

- . - -

. less g%ired classes. Certain % ' ) . .

poa

jiave cowputers teach us. You could o ° = = { ‘
-learn yhat you wanted, There is N Y
y this basit chain.* You do things in Vi .
Mgh school‘so that you can, do~$ome- ( Y
~~'thing else in college sp that you ‘ ‘ )

. ¢an do something else in grad school. ¢t R
-Y+would love to take an art class . J .
but'I.have not time. I like a . * . °

M Mmixture of self-stud,y and group -
study. - . . - i v . - !

. . ’ “
O we . " . . - ?

1, Hmﬁovouug?n.m}ym’? wlmyn_iké? A ot .

- “ N * o . .
iscussions “and analIs with . ﬁiology alone, Feel better working on
, thers. Science algne. You,need experiments alone, Sometimes it can,
» fBood texts but you n't need syome- . be beneficial to work with others. 1n '
& SAone there to. teach ygu, som ses 1 do this., . -

5. ! . [}
Fistory with other English tgo. in English. Otryrs in'Social ®~ , .,
~JAtone"with science and math, . Studies. *More opportunity to do things )
in groups. “

In s’cience with others, English .
or writing s1tuatjons, its mor} History by myself Can't read in
R 1ndiv1dua1 thing. groups. Motivated in history then I'm -
interested. Last year had lots of
“Eng] ish - 1nd1vidual rel\aﬁ/onsh*p Tectures and learned the most L ever had:
' with teacher. -Physics, need teacher., * Didn't read that much, Math and physics
« History lparn more alone. The more you peed with others.
3, sQl1d_the subjeat rthe more you ~ - . .

¢ heed the group. - . -~ ' R -
. ¥ s .o ’ ’ 6 *
» . > . ]

ERIC. 7 e
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f . 4

. Highly Gifted (Gr. 11)
- - ’ \

% RN
com?]rison Group

o

v

, Math alone. *'I can really understand
on my own. Learning in a group
woeld be advantageous like a
. discussion about a book. Get , .
other opinions, varied dpin"uns. »
Al

With others'most of time. Useful

good way to I@arn; i doesn't

. o .
Math, science with others. English
and history part alone, part with
others. Creative arts and ‘things
with others. Writing and reading
-alope. . ¢

. ‘ )

3 Analyze my thoughts on own. @ -
Reports alone, -Math with others

, because its fun to see who ‘gets
tr%rk dong first. -

- e -,
, - 4

> . to share ideas, Léarn faster
‘ when you habe inter-comnunication
. r going on. Reading book not very ° b

« stick in my mind as well as ioténdction.

N

Ht‘story
In math
if one-to-one.

|

1scyssions tlnth others. -
t doesn't matter. Easier .
Language alone;

English, writing is awful but read-

jng and discussing
oral reporfs.

English with Gthers to see what they

are doing. Like to have examples =~

from others.

"Alone ¥0r math and science. Wfth

others to integact.

great! Like
-

Alone when doing composition or t-aki-h‘g, '
test.

Others for discussién.

- 12. D0 YOU HAVE, SOME TEAGHERS YOU L1KE TO TALK'TO ABOUT THINGS? -

» R

- .
To English teachers aboat books,
find out their ideas. Don't talk about
- anything personal. It seems you

aren't important. énough to a teagher
* for them ‘to really care. Yf)urd“b

.talk to people whoydon't feel i
+ teregted. I have my parents for
that -~ who neéds teachert
. .t v .
. English.teacher, art teacher. -Others
¢ scmetim.es. They know I 17ke them
and they like me. I'm not Just -a
*student, I'm 2’ person. -

PR 1)
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B, war KINDOFSO'DOL\'ORK?YWLIKEBEST? wY? \ . .
A. , ' Highly Gifted (Gr. 11) Comparison Group e

L4

Hath and scien¢e:~%more precise.
Definite answer.
attracted to it.

into it.

e,

Just seem more
Most of day goes

Spend most of time doing

it because it {s more important to

More: relevant to me and what I'm

interested in.

Rather go to English

“class than to stupid assgebly.
Enjoy school ~ especial 1j@Rhis one.,
Went to school in foreign country

. for a g:ar and really appreciate

being

ck.

Science andwmath fun. History but

not as smuch as science.* 1/3 o§ daﬁy
é

doing work I 1ike best.

Don'$ mind reading textbooks . Rather

ndt write éssays .

If its something that's boring

‘just get it over with.

theories dnd ¢iscovering theories.

fond A history and math. Father
alw interested in history and I
guess I inherited 4t. Fun to get
Quite a bit -of day

goes fpto these.

solution.

&
Hathe physics.

—

Given problems to

solve., Really feel.sense of accom-
Consolidate.all your
learning and’do something useful
Math and physics seem .
closely related. °

p) ishkent.
with it.

fath - always Been good in it,
formulas to work out; lots of
stuff may not be relevant to
eyeryday,things.
eugineer and he uses it.”

My father is

Math cones easy to me, Like
science better.

. apply to

LRIC

N

Math doesn't real}y

eal*world unless you're
a mathemadician.
you ungderstand real world. B

)

Science helps

Like creating

at

‘

Doing research - writing ess

Reading but it depends on subJes:t. “
Lecturing would be good way to earn
but you need good lecturer.

v

Reading - learn something f‘rom 1t

Chemistry - makes you feel goo
you can figure out things, Reading -
a lot.

Reading. 1Its easy and doesn't take ~
much time. About an hour a day. ’

Written assignment because I do better”
on them than on oral, Like longer term
assignments. Instead of doing 50
problems, I would r her® dp 2 hard
ones. None of the School has this,

Hriting essays. Don't 1ike lectures
and-then test. Read chapter, take
Wst. -Don't learn from this. Having

.’ @ reason to remember - not just for

test.

Music - releases tenfion - more fun _
and challenging. Other classes just ,
give you blurbs and facts and figures.

Gym - really like sports. Not busy
work. HNoymal school day is a waste.,

Auto mechanics, art and P.E. don't
requjre much homework. I know them
well, Don't pay attention to history
dates. :

Although U.S. History is pretty boring, _

its mighty interesting. You have to
be open-minded emough to see through
all the US propaganda to find out-what,
#®he U.S. is really like.. I like long
term papers.-

.
., 4

‘




Question 13 (con't)

. = Highly Gifted (6r. W)

» .

Math and physical science. Kind

of have a head for them. Like

having the teachey propose a

problem and have class rok /it

out on.blackboard. Getting into

class discussion on how-to solve
., problem ts fascinating. ,
English, reading. Enjoy writing
papers. Don't_1like starting papers,
but 1ike them when I get into
sthem. Discussion, if group is
enthusiastic. *

’ Writing reports - put things

. " together so they #¥e clear,
organized and show what I'm *
thinking, Fun to juggle words

and sentences. But I hardly . *
spend any of the day doing

this. -~

Science or social studies where
you are doing project that is

. left open to yog. 1 find I'm
motivated by this type of
assignment. Usually get more out
of it if I<can get into ‘subject

tyly choice. ”

, Biplogy » sciencesalways been
~* somefhing I wanted to do. Like ¥
outdoors and working with animals.
9 / Most of the classes I take I
really enjoy. _

~

. [
Reading - always been compulsive
7 reader. Get lots of new ideas from
books. Like talkirg with others
about new jdeas - can get.so much
,» from one 14ttl¢ bodd.

Sometimés math and French. Depends
on teacher. 'Sometimés math is,
,. fun. HNice to work on problems
if there are no-pressures. "
Teacher is willfng to help and,
therq is no pressurg to do
homework. Like drama, choir an
\5ports, alio. . .

o

ERI

.

=

. . .

Math because i1ts easiest. Nothing -
really above you, Learn it and
listen. French takes more of a
natural talest, Science and math

1 1ike a lot. 4
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14, WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL WORK DO YOU LIKE LEAST? wiY? { ) ’ (
- >N
\nghly Gifted (6r. NN) 7 - « Comparison Eﬁu?
Don't 1ike memorizing spelling French because I get flustered and )
words apd grasmar. Don't havé &ny , -- really have to work. There 1S so much *
‘ trouble spelling and learned .to learn. _Don't have natyral talent.
grammar in ninth grade. Dislike .o
+ - long lists of sentences in English. . Lhem is too hard. Learning easy
. “a Math problems where they are 1ngs and keeping up with 1t,
drfiling over and dver. Spend .
K 30%,0f the day on this. . Math hgmework. Reading books. e
Can't really get into readlng unless
Dof*t like Englig Don't mind 1ts something I 1ike. Don't re- !
pysics. Like to read but don't member things I have to read. When
ke what we have td do with the 3 T'm.forced to, I do. Actually very

ading. Don't like to have Tittle of my day goes into this. *
Mo find why the persoit wrote the ‘ ‘
story. Just read for fun.

Grammar - don't like it, Can write

2

, . -things down automatically but I
pon'f 1ike writing. Rard time _can't tel) you i 1ts a verb or noun or
* expr8ssing thoughts on paper. . 4 why its there. Teachers pick out a
Don't like busy work. Its not . book and give you 2 weeks to read it.
challenging. Spend less than | Teacher kegps saying some things are
one hour a day on this. : N symbolic and they never tell you why.
. Don't like laning.
Readmgcgextbooks. Just can't . N
get through them. Reading some- Math when I don't know what I'm doing
thing that's really borihg. . < and have to ask someone what's going'on.
¥extbooks are boring. nght flow
* we're reading essays - that's Reading. Its becoming wncreasingly, f
boring because 1 think they were - hard for me. Usdd to read a Jot but’ .
written for someone with bigger 1 read very slow and now I avbid
vocabulagry. Like reading novels, reading. My mind wanders and its too
though, s . hard to concentrate.
* pon't object to much of ‘my school Writing essays because 1 don't know
work. If my English assignment is * how. For history,you do a lot.
‘ one I don't Tike, then I have hard N Tricky tests in%story. Learn &
time doing 1t. Like ®ssay on test and then "forget. Why does . -
/ book I may haye Just read. Some- teacher trick you? It shouldn't be .
. times teacher asks for more than - e graded. . -
. anyone could ever hope to cover. \, .. s . .
French - f1lling in blanks on i 2 Lo b
wogksheets. . -

Epglish - reading o.k. but don't™ ,
« Jlike teac}ler. Gives own views,

N sets down outline and has you , . . - . \
swer questions, Contradicts ' . P O
., v1ewpomt. )’ . . o
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y  Guestion 14 (condt)

.

Highly Gifted (Gr. 11)

Comparison Group

Writing expository papers. fnglish
not my best subject. Don't seem
} be able to write freely.

Lab writeups - long term projects,

Hate doing art projects for English, ¢

Preparing oral 6F panel discuss -
fons. Usually one person gets

* hooked into the wholé thing and K

you don't really say anything more
profound than if yow had a class
discuision. ,
English is boring right now. We're
into vocabulary and things like
that which are fairly simple and .
dul(l{. Like 1iterature, 1ike to
read. .

Copying something or plugging in .
the formula is easy. Reading  *
history is different, have to keep
my mind on 1t. Half of my classe‘§
are just copying and plugging in
answers.’

English. You learn grammar in
- Junior high and_they keep on
giving it to you. They think you
forgot<it. Make you analyze
stories which are irrelevant.
¥Spend one period of day doing
this,

. ’
History and English. Hriti#
essays and discussing philoso-
phies turns me off. I don't see
the purpéle of literary analysis,
Its ok to write fluent English *
and'a]]P‘Qut in history there is
a dot of information I 'won't be
using,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

"

F

o




WOULD YOU ASK FOR?

L~]

18  IF YOU COULD HAVE Y smn OF SITUATION AT SCHOOL AND STILL GET CREDIT, WHAT

Highly Gifted (Gr. 11)

*
comparison Group

Pace Vittle more vakue on
individual talent Instead of
boring humdrum Engfish or math,
have computer class ar class where
people could learn enough just to
do income tax. I couldn'twork
in alterpative school., Have
trouble/pacing myself but my
sister{gets credit for taking

her dog for a walk.

Not so much English. Been a
waste of time for me, \If you
want to write poetry or read
stories, you should be able to
take elective, Have expository
writing earlier. ‘Eliminate stupid
texts and teachers.

/txploratory Experiences, Worked
in lab - helped veterinarian,
Nice tosrsee what an occupation is
Vike before you actually go ahead
on it/Nice to get outside and

sit ofi grass once in a while. .

Comitine learning and fun, 1jke

choir invitad to LA, There are

lots of, things you' can't learn

in school - have to experience

them,

First impulse is to take vacation.
Then 1 would probably come back -
and do what 1'm doing now.. More
emphasis on occupational things.
Right now there are too many
solids. A gym you go to anytime;

ce to have a'beach around; things

1d be pretty similar but I'm
sure 1 would get bored with any-
thing else pretty quickly.

Y

Get someone who could help me

with drama. They could show me
how to act and how to perform

in front of people. Probably
spend all day working on drama and
music. Like to read, too.

I would like more Biplogy. We
should have time to do what we
want. _Took biology last year
and now there isn't any more.

A FullToxt Provided by ERIC

-

Like exploratory experiences but it
doesn't work out for me. Alternative
school too uMStructured, Toied it and
learned nothing. Have “funner" classes.
Maybe requirements to get to college
should be changed. You don't have time
for fun ctasses when you have to take
required college ones.

Like in England. Testing where its not -
all thatimportant to do homework every
night. Tested on material and if you
&roy it, you pass.

Short, narrow subjeci classes, 4-week
study in depth. Have many topics to~
choose from. Take as much time as needed.
If you're discussing ar}bell rings, stay

T

and continue discussing/ ]'d TNke not
to have to hassle with/attendance office
about missing classes.

Police work with exploratory experiences.
Given more choices. t students pick
how*long their day should bef Llarge

_ schle algernative school - inat type.
Some structured classes for those kids
who learn better that way. Places to
go when you need help.

“ Building something. Geometry classes
should be able to plan baseball diamond
r something like that. Get exposure
to it and then you would learn. Do it
instead of-hearing it. -

Living n different comunities,” Learn
-about survival in different places.
Live off the land; learn about seacoast,
mountains, etc. Learn to farm, live in
San frahcisco. Go to Mexico if you're
learning Spanish. 1'd like tg work

at a zoo. ,

Pick one subject and learn it completaly.
Way Yt 15 now you spread yourself too
thin. If you direct all your energy to
éne goal, th?k it would be better.

Sc.hool that travels around the country.

Talk to different people, This school
is pth ty hard to set up
I get P lot put of




