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' procedure‘may be cal

SO0B:- SELECTTQN_OF BASALS * - :

Py

SOB or ;he se?éct1on of basal readers is an-annual occurence im

schoo]s‘ There are several approaches to S0B. The first mgy be call
4

-~ the "flip-a-coin” apprqach. People uging this approach place two Hasals

pefore themselves, look at the pictures, then "flip-a-coin”

ore making

Phe'fina} deci;ion A second procedure might be Ealled ’pay-homage-to-

the-publiéher.". Persons u§1ng this aoproach purcha materials on the

recommendation of the publisher's representatix€. People using th‘“"'—-

third procedare, or "probe-in#ébeedar approach, know that they should

be evaluating semething, but not know what to evaluate. The final

the ."critical-eye" approach; in short, knowing .
G . L7 . '
e and,making a thorougq.evaluation~of materials before’

-

what to eval

" Before selecting a basal series, a committee should do~-some pre-

Liminary work such.as identifying school an& eommunity goals, assess-

» 4dng dlstr1ct wide reading needs, 1dent1fy1ng the areas in wh1ch there,‘

is a,gap between what actual]y 1s and what has “been determ1ned shou]d ’

be, " and 1dent1fy1ng resources and constra]nts affecting the attainment

-

!

.*” 3 First published in New England. Reading Assoclation
g urnasl Vol. 12, 'No. 2, 1977. .
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of these goals. The, conmittee also sets priorities for textbobk * %
selection and evaluates reading materials. Readnnd materials should,
be evaluated in terms of briorities set by this committee
The committee m1qht use an 1nstrument, such as the one included
.in th1s article, to guarantee as successfu1 as possible a choice of
basal. Of course no one can absolute]y ouarantee the success’ of any
basaf reader, but t\Ere are ten areas wh1ch may be prioritized, ‘

we1ohted and evaluated in relation to zour students and staff:

e
.

1. Skills Proqram . .

2. Compcsition and Readability

3. Concepts

4. Balance . _ t :
\, : )

5. Literary Value] -

6. Testing Program

. 7. “Teacher's Manual .
‘ ' N ' ‘o < e Y -
8. Supplementary Materials . R . ;
9. Field Testing - |
10. Publisher's Reputation. ‘ Vi
tet's look at what is included in-each of these areas.s. - & +* <
1. Skills Program. ' 4 L fl —

Skills should be resented sequentially with ade%uaie,reinfbrcement
and reviewed periodicglly. Also, the number of newvskdl}s intwuduced‘
" in.a lesson should b commensurate with the ab111ty'of/y0ur students to

'
~ ‘ J
* W e
s , -
B 2
Ps .

One method for ascerta1n1ng the scope, sequ@%ce and re1nforcemen

J]earn them.®

of skills'is to

-
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skills for each Tevel. (This index is usuallv found in the teaéher's
edition to the workbook or textbook.) Write the number of pages on
which the skill is reinforced under the appropriate level on the scope

and sequence chart. You can circle the page numbers found in the index

»

on which fewer tham 40% of fhe examples reinforce the skill.

\

~for those who have the time, there is a second method for deter-
mining the sequence, rate of introduction, and reinforcement 0f skills.

Make four columns on a sheet of paper. In the fié%t column, list each

>

skill and the page number on which it is introduced. In the second
—olumn, list the manual pages on which the skill is revieved. In the

third column, 1ist the pages in the workbook; and in the -fourth column
b

list the number of any ditto master on whjch the skill is.reinforced.

v . ~ - ] ' “

" As a further check, place an asterisk next to the pages on which fewer

than 40% of the examples reinforce the specific skill.. Figure 1 is an

e}ample of how this page midht Took.

a S ]

DX o

SERIES: ‘ BOOK TITLE:

, \\\\ . g LEVELE

Skill Reinforcement Reinforcement _ Reinforcement
Introduced in manual in workbook on Ditto Masters

- Schwa sound of - : :
a (ago), p. 207 228 -49, 57* . X 25

F1gur} 1. WOrksheet% for sk1lls introduction and reinforcement.

uhen this is complete you will have a scope and sequence of sk1115

-

“and you w111 know how we]] the sk11]s are re1nf0rced.
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, available formulas.

. shown work1ng duts1de the home.

2. Compos1t10n and Readab111ty ' /////

A number of guidelines should be considered when judging the com-
position of selections presented in basa] readers Determine if the

sentence patterns are such that students are able ta comprehend the

‘ mater1a1 ‘:ab ?{/the se]ect1on 1engths at each level. Are the1r

1engths such that student interest will be ma1nta1ned7 F1na11y, the

readab111t1esLof materials shou]d'brogress sequentially u1thout “gaps"

o between 1eve]s L _ ) . ey

s

To determine the readab111ty of the materials, use one of th%‘ava111

!

" abte readab111ty formu]as Spache, Dale-Chall and Fry are examp]es of

3. Concegts: . ) .

View the conceots\presented at each level™in relation to the experi-

enta] background and'1nterests of students in your school and oommun1ty
. 3
The content of beginning readers should center on the experiences of
§ : .
your students. If story.situations are completely outside the realm of *

-

students"experiences, comprehénsion will be more difficult. Eunally,

T o C

is the vocabulary 1oad commensurate W1th the ability of your students .

to learn, a‘/1s there adequate repet1t1on of these vocabulary words?

4. Balance,

B
("3

Racial and sexual groups should not bé relegated to positions of

, inferior 'status in basial readers Racia] stereotypinq should be avoid-

d And, a variety of m1nor1ty groups shou]d be represented in basals

w1th m1n0r1ty groups be1ng represented as ma1n characters

There shou]ﬁ be’ sexua] ba1ance 1n readers.\ Males and females

b} .

. shou]d be shown in. hon- stereotyp1c activities. And,.women should be

4

.* ° vl.




5. Liferary'Value. - . o (/ ~

.J's'cl"

Programs should provide examp]e; of good literature, and'there
should Eeﬁg.w%de variety of literature ﬁhroughout thé series. éports,
* adventure, traVe], naty/e, art, néQquper articles, fairyté1é§” mythoioéy;
- fables, poétry, drama; biography, animal stories, Sc{ence, hiétory'and -

, - -
music are areas which might be represented in a series. - Also,.original

* Works by children's authors should be included. v
6. Testing Program. " . S
\ Because success in one level is dependent upon mastery of the pre-4.

. , N
, vious one, goed diagnostic instruments should be available for teacher !
- ¢ : . “. . ‘ / .,l "
use. More specifically, what instruments are available to help teachér% :
o i -
asseds readiness, skills mastery and level mastery? Furthermore, do [ .",

. - these teﬁts actually test the ski]]sxzpey are designed to test?r ""

-

7. Teacher's Manual.

“While most people will aéree that there is no substitute for a good.
» L ’ "
_teacher, few good teachers will deny that a good‘téacher's manual is ah

invatuable aid. 'The evaluator may Todk for the following elements when

L e
Y N . >
evaluating the teacher's manual: . Y

.

- Does the teacher's manual‘prO(jde suggestions for enriching and
' expanding the basal program?

- Does- the manual provide suggestions for heetiﬁq individual needs

. /
\\an differences? ¢
. ) . )
- Does the manual state behavioral objectives? .

' . L . f .o
- Is oral reading to studénts included as a part of each lesson?

. * - Does the manual suggest stories which may be fgad aloudl to students?

¥ 3

- Does the manual provide 1ist2 of supplementary books which students"

Fo
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“should be able to read on their own?

b8. Supg}ementary Materials.

e Teachers do- not have the time to develop each needed vorksheet,
tranSparency or cassette tape needed for teach1ng As a- resu]t 3 w1de

var1ety of mater1als should be ava11ab1e to he]p teachers meet the needs

! ' ' ’
_of students.

9. Field Testing.

Publishers should f1e1d test the1r mater1als before se111nq them to
Athe public and should provide this information upon request. In viewing ,“_.
test data one m1ght consider whether the materials had undergone study

¢ -

with learners s1m11ar to those in your commun1ty or school. .Has the

b : . company had 1ndependent investigations undertaken to measure students’
comprehension and mastery of skills taught in the rogram? Has data

_‘0 .been provided to show achievement with regard socioeconomic status, . -
-l - age and grade? ' | “ ;,///

—
: 10. Publ1sher's Reputation.

" Is the pub11sher S reputat1on one of respons1b1]1ty and service?

‘wThe puo/}sher should” ‘provide consu1t1ng serviceés, deliver mater1als on

] t1me, and have a representative available to answer your questions and
to set up meetings with company consultants -

[ A .
4 The following evaluation form may.be used by committees when se-

Jecting basal readers. The evaluation -instrument is-arranged to allow

evaluators to compare spec1f1c gradé level readers from three different
_ series on the same 1nstrument Wh11e a four-point rat1nq scale®ys ’
S . n
' recommended, comm1ttee members shou]d decide which areas_and factors are

the most important in terms of their ch1ldren, 5ch001, staff and grade_
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, . s , . ‘
/ levels.: These factors should then be weighted accordingTy. . What is a

priority item for one school, may not be a priority for the next.

* * . * *
* \ '//

" EVALUATION INSTRUMENT FOR BASAL READERS

T

e e e

; 1

.
GRADE LEVEL:

Series, A:. - Title & level: . ' o

Serie's B: . TitTe & level:

Series C: , ' Title & level: ____

Directions: Score either 4, 3, 2 or 1 after the factorsllfsted.
4 = excellenter 3 = good, 2 = fair, 1 = poor.
SCCRE =~

SKILLS PROGRAM

' Reinforcement of readiness skdlls~ ................. .

Reinforcement of, phonetic skills .....oo.eoevenenn. ~ ,

-

Reinforcement of structural analysis skills ........ .

Reinforcement of comprehension skills ..............

Reinforcement of study skills ......... ceeenn Teeenn

13
4 © . Sub Total: -

COMPOSITION & READABILITY . A

Sentence patterns-similar to speech of children....

’_Sénte'ncq patterns sugh that students are-able to . ' .
1 .

comprehend material .......cooeiiiiiiiiiienn

Selection lengths sych that student interest will

be maintained ...... e e es e e —

P’

Readability at grade Jevel ................. eeens

i - T




‘ E T osoB: 8

CONCEPTS ,
Concepts related to'iﬁteresﬁs of students

Vocabulary 105d/tommen§urate with ability of

sf/gents to” 1earn\...ZT.,...........-.......;
‘ )

O - :
C - Adequate repet1t1on of vocabulary ®
- : ', . ~ 7. * Sub Total: “
. UBAANGE p
i Racial groups are'nof relegated to inferior B
- o ostatus ...l l....f.% .......... i/f:..ﬁ. .
) Racial stereotyping is avoided .........- . a ,
"‘More ﬁhan one minority group is represented ......
M1nor1t1es represented as main cthJ§¢ers ceeaben . ;/T"
\ Sexua] groups not relebated to inferior posititons.. . ‘
) p Males shown in non—stezfotyp1ﬁ3 act1v1t1§s ; ..... ‘ )
) Females shown in non-stereotyping activities...... .
’ . : Sub Total: J
( . umermy vabe - |
s . A wide VAriety of literature is present .......... ’ ’
,;‘:, ) Origina] works by chilaren's authors included
Se~§§t1ons are of interest to students .......... . ) ‘
o | T sw Tota]h . \\__ .
. TESTING PROGRAM . .
Pre sc}e;ning réqﬁjnesg test ....... AT ,
. \

Group p]acéﬁent test

- Informal Read1ng InVentory .
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Cr1ter1on referencé. decod1no tests Chee s

Cr1ter1on referenced comprehens1on testsy.

0 Cr1ter1on referenced study sk11ls tests(.i...

End of unit tests ............ e ...:.z? ...... . ' - -

End of text tests T PP : ‘. -
. 7 , . s‘ SUbTOta]? L .,t ) ' ) J/

~

TEACHEﬁ's MANUAL ' ‘ A

. . Provides background to avouse interest in ',

N -selections ......... e et ’ .

Guided silent reading ............ R S

L4
' ?

Guided oral reading ... .. c..oeveiiniiiiiiinn S . -

§uggestions forzenriching‘and expanding bqsal_ ’ ‘ f‘ @

program .i...... e ,...J....' ........ L

: %Jggestfons for meeting 1nd1v1dua] d1ﬁferences e

Manua] states behaV1ora1 ob3ect1ves ........ EEERERE

" T ' Reading aloud to students 1nc1uded as part of

* - “ each lesson ...... Ve e ;...’ .......
SuggestS\stories_which may be read aloud to . . T

students P Seeen. e eveweer —

Suggests stories students. may read 1ndependent1y . -
Provrdes 1ists of supplementary books students . | : L. A

i may read INdePendently «...veuerveereeeennn e L

‘ L o ) Sub Total: o . -,
i SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS = . . L - R

'y




' A Supp\ ementady Readers vee ettt URRED :
B?tto Masters ................. Leeeese ‘ ..... - -7
< o . : '—W"‘ — —— o —
- Cassette\ Tapes .................. e e : . . ! -
. Records «renrrsrrrsti . cosp ‘e o RS
Trans\bgrencmes T SRR PR : -
.0 N ‘ . Sub Tqtal ’ . ““\ oo
P ) .
EIELD TESTING - . .
‘e h , K ~. o ) -
N Has undergoné study with learners simj\ar’ to ™™ B
\ N\« N , . . « —
. (\ R your students FUDIRRAPRTEEEE S —
’ IS ) ’ .o *
' . -'Independeric investigations of materials have . .
/
“~  been uhdertaken(' ....... . TR . ”
. < - — —
- \ - ~ . ) .> N {
- . - sub Total ~ ) ‘
11 - . ot -} “ &
Sl PUB SHER' s REPUTATION i s .
I ol PUBLESHER 2 =~ (. -
B R one of respons1bﬂ1ty and service, e e e " K
) ; Consul. # ser\nces alaﬂab1e e o )
* - » : . R < . '
%% .. . -
PR Mater AW de\wered on. tme 4. g RPN ; e .
1'& - . » . . A i K - .
: S v ) RepresentatWe qvaﬂab\ﬂe \ ..... ceenn 1//41 - °
- ﬁ{ﬁ ‘ , .\ v . P4 kd
“* . " N
i - \ /_ ) . . — - “ '
; ﬁ.!‘ . . O . -
> o ) ) : . - ‘/__' . r
\ k . RY o . ! 4 od
- % , /  The prevwn'; mstrument has: the acivantage af aﬂﬂwmq one to evalu-
- ate and, ‘compare three semes On ‘the same mstrument Ten areas may be. -
CoN . eva\uated\by using the)Ahous cmtemon factors for ed h &maﬂy, i
o~ ¢ :Qs\
- no “abso\utes were 1dent1f1 ed or suggested Eva\uators se\ ect T
e pY‘\OV‘\tT jtems and we1gh “thgm‘accordang;\y ¢ And,’ d\fferent we1%Kt>s
. N L > . .
‘ - may be ‘given to s1mﬂar 1tems at\diffﬁ‘ent g«‘ade 1eye1s. ' o >
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If the féregoing process of evaluation appears to be an awesome

’

task, one only needs to think .of the money spent purchasing basal pro-

.

grams, and the problems and- SOBS wh1ch ma§iar1se from the1r use if

careful evaluation is not undertaken. th not‘evaluate thorouchly and :

’ .put the adds for having a successful reading program on your side?
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