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THE CHINESE BANDIT NOVEL AND THE AMERICAN
GANGSTER FILM: A THEORETICAL MODEL FOR CROSS-
CULTURAL AKD INTERDISCIPLINARY TEACHING

BARTELL, Shirley Miiler, Ed.D.
Florida Atlantic University, 1976

The problem of this study was to provide a theoretical
model for crosscultural and mterdisciphnary teaching in the
humamties to help lead students toward a greater underxtand-
ing and appreciation of cultures different from their own and
to help lessen potential conflicts based upon such differences.
Intended for teachers of community college students, the theo-
retical model might be useful in teachiny in four-year institu-
tions. It was desizned to allow students to exanune together
the content from severai disciphines :n the human:ties in terms
of being representative of differing cultures. The pilot mode!
for the theoretical model was a comparative study of the Chi-
nese bandit novel and the American gangster film, chosen asg
representing two extremes in cultural polarity and found to
share a number of parallels. It was assumed that if these two
very 1.0'ike culteres produced art forn's shoring this nuniter
of similanties, 1t should be possibie to find similarities be-
tween the culture elements of cultures generally considered
less different from oae another than these two. The method
of developiny 1nstructional procedures and techniques in uti-
lizing the-theoretical model was demonstrated by use of the
content of other disciplines chosen to represent other cultures.
It was concluded that the theoretical model can be applied in
teaching in the humanities. it is hoped that more studies
of this kind can Lelp m resolviag potential cultural conflicts.

Order No. 77-523° 115 pages.

THE EFFECT OF THE STX OF THE MAIN CHARACTER
IN SELECTED MYSTELY, HUMOR AND ADVENTURE
STORIES ON THE INTERSST ANP TOMPREHENSION COF
FIFTH GRADE CHILDREN

BLEAKLZY. Mary Ellen, Ph.D.
University of Colorado at Boulder, 1977

Director: Professor Vair«nia Westerbere

The purpase of this study was to exanune the effect of the
sex of the main character or chavacters in selected short
stories on the interest and comprehension of fifth grade chil-
dren. Also corsidered were the factors of sex cf the reader,
achievement level of the reader, story type and story vithin
type of story.

Three adventure, three ystory and three humor stories
were selected from avadlable perwodicals for children pub-
hshed from 1969 to 1973 All stonies as origisally written
had a2 male mawn charzcter or chiracters. Adapied versions
were written to contun a female maia character or characters.
An interes n.easuie was coust ueted fur use with ail stories
as well as a multiple cho,ce and cloze comprehensiin measure
for each sty

The saaple conuisted of 540 fifth wrad- childiea f2om two
schn o dustrocts in Colarad), Reading achuvement scores
from tests administered by the schaol dialricts were obtmined
Achievement lesel and sex of the read.r were conaidered in
randomly assigaa s subp ets {o materals Each subject read
one story and respoude d to coryespondiag interest and com-
prehension measures.

The stud: uiilized a bakimced factorial design The mam
effects were sex of the rewder {twe levels--natle. frmate),
achievement I vel of the reader (three levels--)-w, muddle,
high), sex of the man character or chacacters (two levels--
male, female), story type (hree lssels--advent.oo, m,stery,
humor), and sti.ry {three levels nested withm story {ype). All
factors cxcept story were troated an fined effeets te anal-
ysis was performead separately {or each of the three dependeant
variables: (1) intevest, (2) comprehension on the multiple
choice measure, and (3) comprehension on the clnze measire.

Results shoved a significant sex of the reader by sex of the
main character interaction on the interest measure with boys

2ferring stories with male mawm chirscters and , it 8 stories
th female main eharacters. The intluence of story chiaracter

ERI

CEEEIEE X upon interest was greater in the case of boys thun girls.

Of the three story tspes examined, mysery stories were
most interesting to children, followed by adventure and humor
stories.

Comyprehension of girls as measured by the multiple choice
measure was sigmficantly ngher than that of boys. Significant
fmrerences also were found for :.ehievement levels: Subjects
in the highest achievement group recewed the highest scores,
those in the lowest group received the lowest scorves.

Characteristics of individual stories had different effects
on boys and yirls.

Comprehension of girls as deternumned by the cloze measure
was symificantly higher than that of boys. Significant differ-
ences #lso were found for achievement levels: s>ubjects in the
highest achievement group received the lnghest scores and

tho.se in the lowest group received the lovest sceres. A sig-
f\ihcant sex of the reader by achievement lavel of the reader
interaction incdicated that differences between the scores of
boys and girls were greatest at the lowest achievement level
and lcast =t the highest achievement level.

Order No. 77-24,1338, 299 pages.

THE AGING AS PORTRAYED IN REALISTIC FICIION FOR

CHILDREN 19151975

BLUE, Gladys Fuve, PR
The Cniversiiy of Axron, 1697

sajor Adviser: Dr. Judith 4. Nebhle

The Problem .

The purpose of this study wis to analyze how ﬂ.nﬁ- :\gir.\g have: -
been portraved in children’s contemporary reahstic hct:x_n
books pubhished 1n the United States during the period 194:)—.
1975. Ail books included ia the swudy were designated as suit-
able for or of mterest to cnldren between three and twelve
years of age.

The major questions which this study sought to ansyer were:
1. How ave the aginx portrayed in chuldren’s contemporary
reabistic fiction? 2. Do these portrayals seem to support the
contenticns that our society’s attitude towurd the aging is pre-
dom:nantly one of negativisin and that our conceptions of the
aging are stercotypic? 3. Or does the contemporary ltterature
for children seem to indicate a general humanistic concern .(or
understanding the aging as inchviduals in diverse styles of life
and ctrcumstances?

Procedures

The sample for tins siudy was comprised of 12> realstic
fiction tiade books, including prcture bouks, published in the
United States in the period 1943-1975. All books were recom-
mentded as being of wterest to ehildren three to twelve years
of aze. From a master book hst of realistic {rict1on books
known to contmin at least one agwng character, a s .ndom sample
of 125 books was selected, )

The technique of content assessment was employed in analy-
sis of the books. Eight muajor categories were utihzed: demo-
graphic portrayals; phystcal characteristics; state of health;
personality trats; activities; situational aspects of chowce,
dependency, and change; conveya:ice of the cuacent of :\gmg
or old; and relationships and patterns of social interaction.

Each bouk was read m entirety, and all passages referring
to the cight majar categories were recorded. These passages
provided the basis for delmeation of sabeatr jories  IHustra-
tions werc also considered 1n categorivation.

Conclnsions

Major conclusions regarding the port..n A vt the aging in
the books analyzed were: 1. The findings ndrcated that charac-
ter dm‘f'l()pmr-.nt was generally mulisdimens:nal. As a whole,
the bonks preseated the aging 1 situations which were judyed
to be both quite accuriate and adeguate depictions fromn the
standpoint of reahstic preseuntation. The Literature secmed o
sugees: both the needs and as»iis ol At peisviio. It was
conctuded that the portravais were withod soious thstortions
or gross eaigrerations of reddite. 2. 0a ti ba<is of the e
dence presented i the stady, the guestim Iy t._.-‘.w portravals
geem 19 support the contentinns that vur sociedh s attitude to-
ward the aaing 18 predoannanidy one o pesativisia and that

.




our conceptions of the aging are stereotynic?” was answered
“no.” Ihe portrayals were not Considered disparagzang, deroga-
tory, 0w Otherwise generally regative, Characterization of the
agmg{rere not viewed us stereotypre, since many diversive

styles of life and varying tepes of behe tor were portrayed
throaghout, Conceptiuns of the agimy us prosented an the hooks
were ot fived or stiand ndir .l 3. The gostion “Or dogs the

conten: porary Tierature for chudren sec L adicate 4 uen-
eval he-amustie concarn for understandin., the asngt 4> andivid-
wils an diverse stiles of e and ciresmiatinees”” was -
sweredan the affirmative. Great diversits of Chat acte rization

was found m the portrayvals of the aging. Taken as a whole,
the findir:, were felt to be wmdicative of concern for under-
standisiy the aging as individuals experniencing soinewhat dif-
ferent hie situations and responding accordingly.

- It was noted that the'lack of negutive or stereotyped por-
trayals of the aging found 1n the present analysis is consistent
‘with the general findings repo-ted by Seltzer and Atciley (1971),
Peterson and Karnes (1976), and Robin {1976), but the present
study does nut support the conclusions of Ansello (1976).

Order No. 77-23,440, 296 pages.

POPULAR FICTiON AND THE CRFATION OF A COLD WAR
CONSENSUS, 1943 -1952

BLUMOFF, Theodore Yale, Ph.D.
Saint Louis University, 1976

This dissertatipn is a study of the relationship between
politics and popular culture which uses, as a test case, the first
eight years of the Cold War and the last two years of World
War II. Six key themes (or variables) were extracted from the
major speeches of America's leading foreign poiicy spokes-
men. From these themes it was possible to determine the na-
ture of the behaviorai relationship, both verbal and physical,
between America and her post-World war I adversaries,
These themes were defined in such a way that the nature of
these behavioral relationships might apply to adversaries in a
novel. By using content analysis it was possible to determine
whether the originally political themes occurred with greater
frequency than one might expect in the popular fiction of 1943~-
1852. (A control population of fiction from the year 1935 made
it possible to detcrmine expect..tions,) Of the six key vari-
ables; self-deterinination, containnmient -confrontation, foyalty-
security, appeasement-aversion, accommodation-adjustment,
and irrational-adversary; orly the last mentinned failed to have
any literary correlate.

This study has sought the answer (o four major questions.
1. Dues the writer anticipate political themes? By and large
the answer to this question is no, but that answer requires
qualification. There is some evidence to suggest that the writ-
ers of the late forties and early fifties anticipated both the rise
ard decline (via institutionalization) of the loyalty theme. See
Chapter Three, part 11, and Five, part I1I. 2. Is there a cor-
relation between political themes and the thenses in the popular
fiction which follows? There is overwhelming st:tistical data
that indicates that popular ariters borrow from the contémpo-
Tary political rhetoric, 3. How did the writer affect s audi-
ence? For the most part the writer reinforced already exist-
ing public beliefs. There is evidence to suggest that the writer
helped in the conversion of public beliefs on loyalty, See Chap-
ter Three, part III. 4. If the writer did help to create a con-
Sensus on foreign policy, how did the pohticians acknowledge

it? It was acknowledged vividly in the election ¢ §52. See
Chapter Five. {'\\ -

In sum the labor of this study revealed that ther lationship
between politics and one aspect of popular cyfture popular
fiction - is perhaps closer than one has reﬂévn—to/suspcct.
Through relatively objective techniques it has been demo, -
strated that poptiar culture tends to reinforce the valuesdeemed
most important by the nation's political jeaders.

# Order No. 77.12,080, 268 Pages.
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A THREE HOUR CREDIT COURSE IN WOMEN IN
LITERATURE: TOWARD A PROTOTYPE

CALLIN, Diane Tomcheff, Ph.D,
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1976

Problem: Instructional programs dealing with women’s
studies are becoming widespread. While recent studies have
provided overall guidelines for such programs, especially in
rationale, no one has investigated in depth the curricular in-
novations for the most prolific of the women’s studies pro-
gram, Women in Literature. Instructors in coimnmunity col-
leges have become aware of the need to develop anacademically
sound prototype, since none now exists, for a three-hour credit
course, Women in Literature.

Objective; The objective of this study is tc¢ develop a proto-
type for a three-hour credit course entitled Women in Litera-
ture which can be taught in the public community colleges of
the State of 1liinois. The prototype covers the following eight
areas: (A) Definition; (B) Materials: Required Texts and
Related-Readings; (C) Objectives; (D) Instructional Methods:
(E) Learning Experiences; (F) Evaluation Procedures: (G) Stu-
dent Population; (H) Qualifications of Instructor.

Procedures: The prototype was developed by the researcher
from the data gathered in the review of the literature, from the
interview with G. Robert Darnes, and from ihe 83 various
course syllabi and materials of two and four year institutions
nationa..y as well as specifically from nine public community
colleges in the State of Illinois. The data was summarized,
commonalities cited, and major trends noted. Based on this
information gathering technique, items for the prototype
emerged and were classified into the eight aforementioned cate-
gories. A panel of researcher-picked experts then assessed
the prototype via an essay questionnaire covering ten areas.

Results: A document was produced outlining a prototype
of a three-hour credit course, Women in Literature, which
should be found in the public community colleges of the State of
Hllinois. This prototype wiil be available to individual colleges
as they plan, modify, or expand their own course.

Order No. 77-8949, 162 pageo.

THE EFFECTS OF THE JUNIOR GREAT BOOKS PROGRAM
AT THE INTERMEDIATE GRADE LEVEL (4-5-6) ON TWO
INTELLECTUAL OPERATIONS, VERBAL MEANING AND
REASONING ABILITY

CASHMAN, Richard Kent, Ed.D.
Boston College, 1977

The Problem

Based upon the lack of quality and planned literature pro-
grams at the elementary level, the aim of the study was to de-
velen a purposefully planned litcrature program in reading for
intermediate grade pupils (4-5-7) that will aid in the imnprove-
ment of thinking ability (reasoning) and the expansion of vocabu-
lary development (yorbal meaning), The Junior Great Books
Program was selected with this purpose in mind.

Null Hypotheses

1. Resulting from participation, no significant differeace
exists between the experimental and control groups ir. the Ju-
nior Great Books Program in verbal meaning and reasoning
skills as measured by the Primary Mental Abilities Test.

2, Using Random Assignment, no significant coryrlation is to
be found between intelligence and subsequent perfornance in
the Junior Great Bonks Program, 3. Controlling for .ntelli-
gence, no subsequent difference exists betwseesn e sexes and
subsequent performance in the Junior Greoat Books Program.

Methodology

The basic design of the study, emploved the assignrient of
two random groups at the 4-5-6 grade levele Tl »se groups
were of approximately equal age and abilily, The experimental
group of children took part in the Program for a period of five
months; the others as a control groupy, continued five months
of the school year, having no contact with the Program. The
instrumentation entailed a battery of four sub-tests which
looked at two of the five sections of the Primary Mental Abil-
ities Test, These sub-tests were employed to measure verbal
meaning and reasoning skills,




R(.-sults

1. The first null hypothesis was rejected, as participation
- 1n the Jumor Great Books Program resulted in a difference,
- significant at the five per cent level of cunfidence for meaning
) 2nd reasoning sub-tests which favored the experiniental group.
A sigmficant difference at the one per cent level of confi-
' . dence was found for Total Post-Test scores, again favoring the
. experijpental group. 2. The second null hypothesis was re-
~". . jected, as 2 moderately high positive correlation (.056) was
# 7 found between intelligence and subsequent performance in the
B ”!-"rogram. The coefficient was significant at less than the one
’ per cent level of confidence. 3, After controlling for the effects
of 1.Q. and pre-test performance, the third null hypothesis was
.+ rejected, and there is a differential effect by sex, favoring the
> girls, which was sigmficant at the five per cent level of confi-
o dence.

Conclusions

The study suggested that: 1, Reading in the middle grades
should have as one of its major components a planned, purpose-
ful study of the world’s greatest literature. Essentially, the
rationale for this 1s that literature fosters divergent thinking
and also expands vocabulary development, and because of these
two factors rational thinking will be strengthened. The author
feels that there must be a place for literature in the elementary
school curriculum so that 1t is no longer a “frill” but is drawn
1nto the main core of essential context to be taught, The Ju-
aior Great Books Program provides for this essential ingredi-
ent. 2. The Junior Great Books Program is a valuable program
of enrichment for the average to above average chld and should
not be limited to the academically talented. 3. The Junior Great
Books Program will aid 1n the improvement of thinking abilities
{reasoning) and the expansion of vocabulary development (ver-
bal meaning), Order No. 77-19,933, 131 pages.

THE PORTRAIT OF AMERICAN INDIANS IN CHILDREN'S
FICTIONAL LITERATURE

CATA, Juanita Opal, Ph.D.
The University of New Mexico, 1977 .

The purpose of this study was to analyze the portraya’ of <D
American Indian characters found in children’s fictional htera-
ture. It sought io determine the kinds of characteristics niost
commonly attributed to American Indians in children’s stories;
whether or not misinformation was present; whether or not
stereotypes were used; and whether or not there were any
changes in characterizations related to time periods. Differ-
ences in portrayals by Indian and non-Indian authors and by ex-
perlenced and less experienced authors were also investigated.

Five hundred and four Amer:can Indian characters from 401
children’s fictional stories published between the years 1900
and 1972 were analyzed using the technique of content analysis.

Findings were reccrded using thirty-five descriptive vari-
ables and ninety verbal stereotypes. The variables included
author and bib agraphical information, rolc 1n the tory, infor-
mation, regarding locale, physical traits, status, factors related
to the matérial culture, attitades toward nature ana animals,
attitudes toward people, approval or disapproval by others,
goals, the use of language, 1tems of nusinformation, and tribal
affihations.

The imvestigation revealed that the portrayal of American
Indian characters in children's fictional hiterature followed cer-
tain definable trends. The majority of characters were placed
in a traditional setting during an unknown time period; played
a major role n the story; did not have a speaified role type;
lived in wigwams prior to the establishment of reservations:
were male, school age children: wore traditional cicthing; ate
traditional foods; approved of famly members and peers: dis-
approved of non-Indians; were perceived favorably by their
families and/or peers: and had a goal of achievement. Mary
characters were not described at all m terms of their physical
features, occupations, status, handicrafts, ceremomals, recre-
atinnal activities, property ownership, means of transportation,
attitudes toward nature, and attitudes toward ammmals. Of those
that were described, the majority had brown skin and black hasr,

Q Awaters, danvced, rode horse back, owned bows and arrows,

E l 1 nature as part of thear religion, and perceived of animals
e Ve hecessary for providing food and clothmg, The de-
scriptions of 115 characters contai.:ed sume type of obvious

misinformation. Among the most common descriptive stereo-
types used were intelligent, alert, loyal to fannly, kind, super-
stitious, and teaditional,

* Ethnicaty of the author and author fanitliarity with Indian
culture were shuwn tu have an ffect on how Indian characters

were poittaved. Daliicn s chaactes portrasals weze also
nuted avcordmd 1o the peosod U tine mowhie it the Ston 1es wWele
witter..

It wwas the researcher's ¢onclusion that most writers of chil-
dres’s fictisual Iterat te wed to provele a mmore aceurate
purtraval of then Amcricws Indian cinsactet <, There 15 also
aoneed Jeropore anvddien s bty be aetuerce ov ladian
people. der No. 7 1ii 220 pages.

HOW ADOLESCENTS’ AFFECTIVE RESPONSES TO FOUR
SHORT STORIES RELATE TO THE FACTORS OF AGE,
SEX AND INTELLIGENCE

CHASSER, Cheryl Chatfield, Ph.p.
The University of Connecticut, 1977

Researchers and scholars have long recognized the impor-
tance of the affective nature of literary response, If students
are to benefit from literature, that is, if it is to help them gain
some insight into a changing world, they need opportunities to
zxplore their personal responses to the crafted word, How-
ever, tea-hers ofter ignore students’ feelings and concentrate
instead on analyt:cal skills. This terdency tc disregard the
value of the student’s personal involvement with literature is
understandable since there is little information on which to
structure aiscussion and assessment, .

This study proposed such a structure for affective response,
The purpose of the study was twofold: to determine the na-
ture of students’ personal involvement with and response to
literature and to measure the relationship of these involve~
ments and responses to the factors of age, sex-and intelligence,

The study sampled fifcy adolescents from each cf the
grades seven, nine and twélve in a typical and middle-class
industrial town, The procedure entailed the analysis of stu-
dents’ wrilten responses to short stories. The stories re-
volved around the theme of growing up. After reading each
story, students were asked to write a letter essay i: response
to the story. The essays were analyzed according to the types
and levels of respenses. Four types of response, judgment,
sympathy, empathy and identification, and the four levels of
involvement, ranging from little to great personal participa-
tion, were predetermined in a pilot study. The statistical use
of chi-square correlated the types of levels of affective re-
sponse to age, sex and intelligence.

"The results of the study were as follows: 1. All of the cate-~
gories, except sympathy, proved that the three grades responded
similarly despite the calegory. The results of the Sympathy
category were similar for grades nine and twelve, but signifi-
cantly different at the .05 level of sigmficance for grade seven.
2. A comparison of the levels of involve ment verified that :\t_
the .05 level of sigmficance no one grade was morc or less in-
volved in the short stories than any other grade. 3. There was
a significant difference at the .05 level of signific:mc‘e in _the
responses of the two sexes. Male adolescents in their mid-
dle teenage vears expressed significantly less feelin:, for the
characters. 4. The effect of intelligence, indicated by LQ.
scores, on response was not significant at the .05 level of sig-
nificance except for a slight, almost unmeasurable difference
{n the low and high 1.Q. students. This slight deviation might
be related to the nature of the experiment stressing verbal pro-
ficiency.

The findings seemed to warrant the followtng reconimenda -
tions: 1. The use of the affective categories d<-ived in this
study as a guide in discussing and evaluating students’ reac-
tions to literature. 2, Focusing on student involvement in the
classroom to encourage more sympathetic and empathetic re-
sponses among studs ‘s, 3. The applicability of the analytical
approach in analyzing students’ affective responses to liter-
ature. 4. The encouragement of students’ verbal expression
of feelings, especially with lower ability students. 5. Creating
individual reading and writing programs to meet the different
needs of the male and female students.

Order No. 77-16,701, 166 pages.




A COMPARISON OF AN INDIVIDUALIZED READING AP~
PROACH TO LITERATURE WITH ~ RECTED READING
ACTIVITY APPROACH WITH EIGHT. RADE INNER-CITY
PUPILS ON SELECTED READING ...LATED FACTORS

CIAMPOLI, Anthony Ralph, Ed.D.
Temple University, 1977

The purpose of this study was to compare an Individualized
Reading approach with a Directed Reading Activity approach
as measured in terms of reading comprehension, vocabulary,
attitude towards reading, number of books read voluntarily
outside of class, and attendance. The sample consisted of 119
eighth grade Black students attending a junior high school lo-
cated in an area of Philadelphia in which approximately half
the students attending the school come from low income fam-
ilies--thus qualifying the school to receive funds provided
under Title 1. The students were randomly assigned to the
experimenter’s four English classes. Statistical analysis re-
vealed no significant differences between treatment groups or
clagses within treatment in mean pretest scores.

During tue seven month treatment period which lasted 43
minutes a day, four days a week from November 1, 1975 to
May 31, 1976, two clusses were taught ising Individualized
Reading and the other two were taught using Directed Reading
Activity. In the Individualized Reading approach each student
(1) chose a book to read from over 800 books arranged accord-
ing to grade level; (b) read at his own pace; and (c) discussed
the reading with the teacher or in siall groups. In the Di-
rected Reading Activity approach all students read a short
story in common and, prior to the reading, the teacher (a) dis-
cussed vocabuiary and developed new concepts; (b) stimulated
interest by relating content to students’ background of experi-
ences; (c) provided purpose setting questions. After the read-
ing the teacher led students in purposeful rereading, evaluation,
and follow-up.

Comprehension und vocabulary wete measured with the
C.lifornia Achievement Test 1970 Edition Level 4 Form B
S4h-Tests Reading Comprehension and Reading Vocabulary.
Com:prehension was furtner measured with use of the cloze
procedure. Two cloze literary passages written at the fifth
{Cloze 3) und eighth (Cloze 8) grade levels were used. Atti-
tude towirds reading was assessed witn use of the Estes Atti-
tude Scale.

It was hypothesized there would be no significant difference
betwween the two treatinent groups it mean pre-to-post scores
in measures of vocabulary, comyrehension CAT’70, Cloze 5,
Cloze 8. and attitude towards reading. In addition it was hy-
pothesized there would be no significant difference between
the groaps in the post-only variables of number of books read
outsile of class and attendance.

In testing the pre-to-post hypotheses a 2 (treatment) x 2
(ability) x 2 (classes) x 2 (tests) analysis of variance with re-
peated measures on the last factor was employed while for
the post-only hypotheses a 3 way analysis of variance was em-
ployed as above but with {ests being eliminated. Student:
were designated high or low ability on the basis of CAT’70
Total Reading pretest performance. The .03 alpha level was
emploved for all statistical tests.

Signisicant differences were found between the treatment
groups ia favor of the Individunlized fRReading group in pre-to-
posttest scores in comprehension CAT'70 (p < .003), Cloze 8
(p < .05), and mean number of books read outside ~f class

(p < .001). No significant differcnce between treatment groups
was found in pre-to-posttest scores in vocabulmy. Cloze S, or
attendance. The analyses revealed for all variables, no sigrafi-
cant difference between groups in the interaction of treatment
with ability.

Although both treatment groups m..le siznificant pre-to-
post gains on a'l tiie pre-to-post varwabiles. it was ¢oncluded
that Individualized Reading is sijzaificantly noi e eficctive than
Directed Reading Activity in improving the reading comprehen-
sion of students and stimulating voluntary outside of class read-
ing. while both approaches are equilly effective in improving
students’ reading vocabuiary, attitude towaids reding, and at-
tendance. Order No 77-21,753, 192 pages.
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MYTHS AND FAI}’IY TALES IN SCHOOL CURRICULA
- /
o . .
CLARK. Kemeth Raymond. Jr.. 1d.D.
PEXAS Tech Universaty, 1977

Chairman: Dr, Berlie J. Fallon

The purpose of this stady s to . ticulate <ome of the rea-
sons for .ncluding myths and fuiry tales in re ular school cur-
ricula. The problem 1s to show that myths und fairy tales are
valid ways of apprehending, org.aumzing and transmatting truth.
One of the central presuppositions of ths study 1s th.d science
is but one of man’s ways of dealing with truth despite the fact
that our technologic.al age tends to elevate science above all
other ways The work of Erast Cassirer 1s cited to show that
there are at least five mayor symbohic forms. or ways of con-
fror.ing reality which have commonly been used by man. Cas-
sirer says that art, history, scie ice, language and myth are
all valid symbolic forms. It 1s from: this philosoptacal per-
spective, then, that the remawnder of the study focuses on the
role of myth in learning. Because fairy tales are mythic forms
for children, they are tncluded in the study.

Myth is defined, following Bronislaw Malinowsk:, as an
“indispensable story.” Myth is said to be truth as opposed to
fiction. Fairy tales, fo! owing Bruno Bettelheim, are defined
as “love gifts to children.” Fairy tales are held to be emo-
tion21ty good for chiluren. A psychoa.alytic rationale for the
va of violence in myths and fairy tales is also included.
Ti-~.c0nal interpretations of myths and fairy tales ar~ re-
viewed as well as the important nineteenth century work o
Max Muller and Andrew Lang.. A brief comment is made on
the importance of myths and fairy tales in psychoanalytical
theory.

Drawing on the work of Paulo de Carvalho-Neto, the claim
{s made that myths and fairy tales are important in the forma-
tion of character as well as in transmitting infor mation about
a culture. Richard M. Jones has said that a sense of commu-
nity is vital in any creative learning process. C. G. Jung has
said that fairy tales are one way in which the unconscious
breaks into consciousness. When this is linked with his idea
of the collective unconscious, one profound conclusion is that
myths and fairy tales can be a way of forming community .
among students by making them aware of their common un-
conscious. The insights of Jones and Jung are combined in a
formula for creative learning. Examples to validate this for- .
mula are offered. . .

The study concludes with suggestions for direct application
of myths and fairy tales in regular classroom settings. Two
appendices are offered which show how this can be done within kY
the confines of a standard public school curriculum guide.

These appendices also show how traditional interpretations
of myths and fairy tales, discussed earlier in the study, can
be applied to the classroom situation.

Conclusions and reconitmendations focus on the need to dis-
seminate knowledge of the value of myths and fairy tales to
classroom teachers. Order No. 77-2,,503, 102 pages.

AN ANALYSIS OF THE MULTIETHNIC CHARACTER OF
INTRODUCTORY LITERATURE COURSES IN SELECTED
BLACK COLLEGES

COBB. Thelma M, Ed.D.
Untversity of Houston. 1976

The major purposn of the study was to analyze the niuits-
ethnic character of introductory hiterature courses tn selected
black colleges and to assess the impact of selected correlates
concerning faculty and institutional characteristics associated
with the nultiethnic character of the course. The cunceptual:-
zation of multiethnic character used 1n the study was whether
course objectives and content reflected the ethnic input of the
literatures of Afro Americans. American Indians, Mexican
Americans, Asian Americans, and other minorities. Faculty
characteristics examin~d were ethnicity, recency of degree,
involvement in multiethnic activities. ana participation 1n spe-
aal traimng programs  institutional characteristics examined
were enrollment and niethod of control.



Procedures

Data for the study were obtained about introductory litera-
ture courses in the Finglish departments of 51 of the 86 histor:-
cally black four year colleges. In order to obtain information
about the courses, 1t was deemed necessary to sample the fac-
Llty teuching the course, Individuals designated by department
chairmen as coordinators of the introductory literature compo-
nent completed and returned 2 mail questionnaire specially de-
Signed for the study, together with a copy of the course outline,
Tle questionnaire was vahidated by a panel of Judges from the
areas of literature and muit:cultural education, and from black
colleges. It was field tested at an institution not included 1n
the study

Data used 1n the study were analyzed ustng both descriptive
and hypothesig testing mcthodologies. To assess muitiethnic
character, a course multiethmicity scale was developed from
questionnaire items specifically related to course objectives
and content. Because the multiethnic ctaracter of the course
was the main concern of the study, hypotheses generated from
the major research Questions concerning course, faculty, and
institutional characteristics were tested against the scale.
A2x2ch Square analysis with 3 conservative .05 level of
significance was ysed. Other data in the analysis were re-
ported in percentages and percentage differences.

Findings and Conclusions

ity scale was applied to the critica) elements of the course
defined in the tudy, courses rated high on the scale included
ethnic emphasis in course objectives and included the litera-
tures of three or more ethnic groups in the course content,
When data on course char%&({rgnstics were examined in the -
aggregate, 65 pe cent of.the courses examined rated high in
multiethnic cha'a».'z;:’ Thus, the hypothesis that the majority
of introductory ¢ yrses ip selected black colleges would be

course were only partially supported at the desired level of
significance. The relationship of faculty ethnicity to the multi-
ethnic character of the course was found to be Statistically
significant. Three additiona] hypotheses that addressed the
relationship of recercy of degree, involved in multiethnic ac-
tivities, and participation tn spegial training programs fajled
to obtain significant chi Square values, but an analysis of data
by frequencies and percentages clearly indicated a trend in

the direction of the hypotheses. 3. Hypothesés related to ingti-~
tutional characteristics of enrollment and control were not
found to be statisticaly significant, but a trend in the direction
of the expected results was indicated, especially among small
private colleges where a high course multicthnicity was dis-
cernible.

The general conclusion warranted by the findings of the
study was that the muitiethnic character of the courses :tudied
was clearly establisked, Of the correlates examined concern-
ing “aculty and institutional characteristics, only faculty eth-
nicity was significantly related to the multiethnic character of
the course. The impact of other correlates was not fully de-
termined, though trends were discernible in the direction of
the hypotheses.

Recommendations

The recommendations below are offered as suggestions
for the extension of this investigation and for inquiries into
related areas, 1. Thata study be made to compare and con-
trast the multiethnic character of introductory literature
courses in black and non black institutions 2, That a study be
conducted ¢o determine the impact of instructional strategies
on the multiethnic character of introductory literature courses
3. That a study be conducted in selected colleges to determine
the impact of faculty and student attitudes toward multiethnic
fnelusions on the content of introductory literature courses
4 U sase study be made of the multiethnic character of
lE lC ry literature courses 3¢ a black college where a

high degree of ethnic diversity exists among the faculty and .
student body 5. That a study be made to determine the multi-
ethnic character of literature offerings in the English curricu-

Ium inblack colleges 6. That a study be made of textbooks

most frequently used in introductory literature courses to
determine which wr...rs amoxg the ethnic yroups included in

th*s study appear most frequently in the anthologies 7. That a
study be conducted that would provide a profile of the multi-
ethnic character of the historically black college 8. That a
study be made to assess the influence of forces like the Cuvii
Rights Movement and ethnic orgaaizationg on the multiethnic
character of introductory hiterature courses 9. That a study
be ccnducted to determine the impact of ethniczeultural ac-
tivities sponsored by colleges on the multiethnic character of
introductory literature courses.

The findings of this study did not satisfy all of the research
expectations. Yet, the results that did obtain fully justified
the investigation. Inquiry into a relatively unexplored area of
multiethnic studies in higher education has been initiated, and
regearch in this area should be extended. .

Order No. 77-13,960, 169 pages.

CULTURAL PLURALISM: TOWARD THE DEVELOPMENT
OF A LITERATURE PROGRAM FOR GRADES 10-12

D’ANGIOLINI, Anemone Irene, Ed.D.
Temple University, 1977

This study attempted to provide an orientation to cultural
pluralism as a basis for program development 1n hiterature,
grades 10 - 12. This was accomplished by describing: (1) an
orientation to cultural pluralism, (2) anorientation to the novel
wtthin the context of culturaj pluralism, and (3) selected per-
spectives of Jerome S. Bruner. Based upon ..e foregoing,
broad statements to guide the selection of content were devel-
oped and examples of their application to one umt of a litera-
ture program were provided.

Following are the three broad statements derived {rom the
orientations to cultural pluralism, the novel, and Bruner:

(1) Selection of hiterature content sh.uld be based on meta-
phoric andimaginative thought expressed in literary language,
embodied {7 the novel. (Cognitive insight 1nto cultural plural-
1sm can be discovered vicariously through the metaphor which
connects disparate human situations and :mages to show ab-
stract ideas through comparison and contrast.) (2) The con~
tent of a literature program based cn cyitural pluralism should
include models of lwing, which 1llustrate cultural differences
and reveal options essential to intentional personal and social
choices of Ixfe styles, visualized 1n the novel. (Models of liv-
ing revealed in the novel contribute to the recognition of the
importance of all diversified cultural groups to the umified na-
tional cnlture in open terms so that individuais can work to-
ward the solution of social conflicts.) (3) Within a discipline
such as literature, relationships among basic ideas are shown
through comparison ard contrast. (Comparison and contrast
aid in the development of an awareness of the authenticity of
1deas.) Order No, 77-13,501, 105 pages.

LITERATURE AND FILM: AN INTERDISCIPLINARY
COURSE FOR COLLEGE UNDERGRADUATES

DAYTON, Joyce Arlene, D.A.
State University of New York at Albanv, 1976

This dissertation develops an introductory course in film
and literature for {reshman and sophomore college students.
The course pursues an interdisciplmary approach to film and
literature, bringing the two media together through the com-
mon bond of story telling. Such an approach proves fruitful
because 1t not only reveals the unique characteristics of each
medium but also provides for a rewarding motual exchange of
ideas.

The dissertation consists of two main divisions: Part I,
“Introduction to Film and Literature”, Part II, “Fulms For
Study.” Part One (Chapters 1 - 4) discusses a variety of theo-
retical issues in an effort to identify the inherent characteris-
tics of film and literature and thus to discoves how each medinm
creates. Chapters One and Two examine elements unique to
film, define film reality, and illustrate how film’s photographic



cdpability and the issue of film reality relate to the definition
of the “cinem~*ic.” Chapter Three explores basic differences
betweeri the two .nedia, and Chapter Four discusses the pro-
cess of adaptatior , focusing or those characteristics which
make a literary wo z translatable mto film.

Part Two (Chapters 5 - 9) applies the theoric discussed
in Part One by examining four works and then developing les~
son plans for the instruction of these works: The Maltese
Falcon (Dashiell Hammett, John Huston), Cléo de 5 2 7 (Agnes
Varda), In Cold Blood (Truman Capote, Richard Brooks), and

Long Day's Journey into Night (Eugene O’Neill; Sidney Lumet).
The lesson plans are designed primarily to promote maximum
student participation. The students will not only read novels
and plays and see films but also experiment 1n adapting these
three forms. Although they are written as instrmhoné to the
prospective professor, these lesson plans are. intended as
guidelines and are meant to be used in a flexible manner.

The concluding sections of the dissertation offer sugges-
tions for evaluating student performance, supply basic budget
information, and provide relevant bibliographic material.

Order No. 77-8627, 291 pages.

IMAGES OF CITY LIFE AS DEPICTED IN CONTEMPORARY
REALISTIC FICTION FOR CHILDREN, AGES EIGHT TO
TWELVE -

DELLA ROCCA ORIENTE, Louisa Anne, Ed.D.
Columbia University Teachers College, 1976

Sponsor: Professor Arthur W. Foshay

The purpcse of this study was to describe and analyze the
portrayal of city life depicted in contemporary, realistic lit-
erature for children, ages eight to twelve, and to look at the
inconsistencies in the presentation of the images, from the
perspective of contemporary, authoritative writers about the
city, and a schema of book analysis developed by the investi-
gator. .

Books provide an opportunity for children to explore, to
experience, and to identify with people, ideas, and varied con-
geties in the environment, Characterization, description, and
interpretation of life in books, therefore, develop certain atti-
tudes that affect their behuvior and socialization.

In order to determine what has been said and what needs
have not been met by contemporary litera.ure about the city,

the investigator studied realistic fiction for childrenr writen
between 1945 and 973. Sixty-three books were sel.ected out

of approximately 500, on the basis of recom menda!mns by
three or nore of the reviewing media. A schema incorporat-
ing the dynamics of the city, evidenced by the e{tchange among
pecple interacting in an urban setting. was applied to the sixty-
three books written in an urban setting. )

Each story was read with careful attention, ?nd each item
related to the majof- and subsidiary categories in th}: schema
was noted and recorded on a form for analysis. Objects and
events in both discourse and narrative were recoided on a
form used to describe the dynamics of the city. ’

All the material was sorted and classified into mr}eteen
separate categories, and the results were present?d in appro-
priate tables and figures. Then the data were reviewed for
eaeh section of the schema, and suitable passages were se-
lected and their subject matter carefully evaluatqd. )

A summary of the findings revealed: 1. The image of eity
life tends to be static, stilted, unrealistic, and inflexible.

2. Ethnic diversity is almost always fndicated threugh food
and language, with the exclusion of other aspects .of culture.
Furthermore, certain ethnicities are tempered with cer!ain
biased patterns of expression. Minority groups are t.iepncted
a8 “them” and not as “one of us.” 3. The image of city chil-
dren is mainly that of individuals belonging to a low socio~
economic level, whose environment and social expf:riences
a.e nasrowly defined. 4. Tlhe language of the city is one of
polarity--a polarity of neighborhood. people, i’ndust’ry, and.
soctalization. 5. The favorite playground of city children is a
dirty street, and the image of street play is one of heterogeneity
of play and ages. 6. City dwellings, for the inost part, are de-
Q las old, drab, and in decline. The working population of
B ‘ty s mostly blue-collar. 7. The image of the metropolitan
E lClunity, as seen through the impact of certain governmental
services, {3 one of political amorphousness, without structure

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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or unity. 8.7The image of city children is stereotyped in its
emphasis on'the male as the dominant, forceful figure. The
aged are repfesented as sentile, rigid in thought and manner,
old-fashioned in morality, and limited in skills. 9. School
situations are depicted as being decidedly traditional and nega-
tive. 10. The mature adaptation to a given setting seenis to be
the most recurrent theme. 11. The most dominant image of
city life in children’s literature is that city people come to the
city, se~ure in their particular ethnic traditions, remain there
without change for many years, and clearly indicate that it is.a
nice place to live. Order No. 77-6723, 420 pages.

A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF ETHNIC COEXISTENCE AND
MiNORITY REPRESENTATION IN SELECTED CONTEM-
PORARY JUNIOR NOVELS

DODSON, Diana Rodgers, Bh.D.
The University of MiSsissippi\: 1977

Director: Dr. Arlene O. Schrade
A}

Purpose of the Study: This study was designed to analyze
ethnic coexistence and minority répresentation reflected in se-

lected contemporary nevels recommended for the junior high
school student to determine what po?u aydl of minority cul-
tures is presented to the young reader.

Procedure: Thirty contemporary jiunior novels were se-
lected from recommended reading lists. Each novel was read
and subjected to eight measurements to determine what por-
trayal of minority cultures is presented fo young readers. In-
straments were developed to identify: maipstream cultures,
races, nationalities, religions, roles of eth?ijc minorities,
minority representational attitudes, ethinic cuexistence, and
thematic conflicts. A literary evaluation was'als. made of each
novel. Chi Square analyses were apphed to eath instrunient to
test the association of relat:onships among the \mial)les at the
leval of ,05.

Conclusions: 1. The dominant mainstream of the four main-
stream cultures found in the selected novels was American-
Caucascid, European-Caucasoid was second, and C;}nadian-«
Caucasoid and African-Neg1oid mainstream culture$ were
minimally represented. 2. The three major races datermined
by the research--Caucasoid, Negroid, and Mongoloid--were
represented in the novels, and the Caucasoid race dominated.

3. Fourteen nationalities were represented in the novelsy, and
the majority of the characters were American (U.S.A.). 'X Re-
ligious affiliation of the characters was not identifiable 1n ‘the
majority of the novels. Of the ident:fiable religions the Protes-
tant affiliation dominated. 5. The most doininant role per-
formed by ethnic minorities was that of support/incidental
character. Ethnic minority characters represented only one-
third of the total number of characters. 6. The most dominarit A
approacn used to reflect the minority representational attitude
was the objective and devoid of moralizing approach. 7. Inter- 3
action between members of mains‘ream and minority cultures %
took place in half of the novels. 8. The most common thematic
conflict in the selected novels was that of a general human
problem in which ethnic minority representation was incidental

to the story. 9. Of the thirty novels selected for the analysis,

only one failed to meet the critera of Iiterary qeality as es-
tablished by the rasearch. Order No. 77-20,177, 157 pages.

AN AMALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF VARYING MODE
OF PROSE PRESENTATION ON COMPREHFNSION AND
AESTHETIC APPRECIATION

DUNITZ, Carol Ann, Ph.D.
Wayne State University, 1976

Major Professor: Raymond Ross

This study was designed to see whether vary:ng the mcde
of prose presentation would affect comprehension and aesthetic
appreciation. It alsn addressed itself to the effects which in-
terest and comnplexity levels might have on those variables.

In addition, the study attempted to identify relationships which
might exist between the dependant variables as well as between
those variables and certain demographic information.

For the study, nine passages were selected from contem-
porary fiction and translations. They were rated for reading




ease and human interest value in .ccordance with lormulas de

. veloped by Rudolph Flesch.! Passages were scored as eithar
low, average, or lmgh in human interest, and easy, average, or
difficulf in reading ease. Selections were slotted ina 3x 3
matrix so that each passage would represent one category.
Those categories were: 1) easy to read, low human interest,
2) easy to read, average human interest, 3) easy to read, high
human interest, 4) avecage to read, low human interest, 5) av-
erage to read, average human irterest, 6) average to read,
high human interest, 7) chfficult to read, low human nterest,
8) difficult to read, average human interest, and ¢) difficult to
read, high human interest. Each of the 229 subjects who par-
ticipated in the ctudy were exposed to three passages which
had been grouped accorcing to sumlar nterest level.

Tests were developed for eomprehens:an and aesthetic ap-
preciation. Comprehension tests consisted of sixteen multiple
choice items and were found relr. sle by means of the Spear-
man-Brown half test. The test for aesthetic appreciation was
a cemantic diff rential form consis ing of a series of bipolar
adjective scales borrowed from other expern*nenters.2

The subjects, who were students at a large metropolitan
university in the midwest, either beard the 1. ..ages inter-
preted orally by mears of a live, high cahber reading, or read
to themselves. Tests for comprehension and aesthetic appre-
ciation were filled out immediately following exposure to the
respective piece.

Data collected were stausucally analyzed by means of three
way analysis of variance and Pearson Product-Moment Corre-
lation. Results and brief scussion follow. Comprehension
was higher for materials adnnnistered in the wnittea form and
this is probably due to the fact that subjects can refer back,
as w21l as devote more time to points they feel are more im-
portant. Aesthetic appreciation is higher for mawerials admin-

istered in oral form and this is most hkely due to the creative,
thoughtful interpretation of the oral interpreter.

Comprehension decreases as complexity increases becauge
as prose becomes more difficult, 1t 15 harder to understand
and recall information with which 1t is concerned. As interest
level mcreases, so docs comprehension becavse subjects pay
more attention to the passages. Aesthetic appreciation was
not affected by complexity or interest level.

There is some ndication that a positive correlation exists
between comprehension and aesthetic appreciation, and that a
general factor exists for both variables. Furthermore, socio-
economic status has a positive relationship wa aesthetic ap-
preciation and comprehension indicating that one’s upbringing
has influence with respect to those variables. High School
grade point average negatisely correlated with comprehension
and aesthetic appreciation which led the experimenter to be-
1:eve it s not a good indicator of comprehension and aesthetic
appreciation. .

In all, the study allowed for the rejection of six of nine null
hypotheses. The most obvious area in which more research
is called for is with respect to aes:ihetic appreciation and how
it is affected by complexaty and interest levels. Nonetheless,
major questions were answered indicating that aesthetic appre-
ciation is higher with the oral mode and comprehension is
greater with the written rade of presentation.

IRudolph Flesch, The Art of Readable Writing (New York:
Harper & Row, 1974). “Kenneth O. Fradser, James R. Rockey,
and Marion Klemall, “Changes in the Factorial Composition of
a Semantic Differential as a Function of the Differences in
Readers Theatre Productions,” Speech Monographs, XXXI1
{June, 1965), 112-8; Bran K. Hansen and Ernest G. Bormann,
“A New Look at the Semantic Differential for Theatre,” Speech
Monographs, XXXVI (June, 1969), 163-70; Raymond G. Smith,
YA Semantic ; Jfferential for Theatre Concepts,” Speech Mono-

raphs, XXVill (March, 1961), 1-8.
& . Order No. 77-9389, 166 pages.
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BETWEEN PARENT AND CHILD IN GOLONIAL
NEW ENGLAND: AN ANALYSIS OF THE RELIGIOUS )
CHILD-ORIENTED LITERATURE AND SELECTED .

CHILDREN'S WORKS

FRANKEL, Gusti Wiesenield, Ph.D,
University of Minnesota, 1976

In recent years, the history of the fammly and ¢midhood have
become topi~s ior innovative research. This interest has been
spurred in part by the techniques developed by demographic
historians in research on preindustnal villages. The demo-
graphic data, however, represent only those aspects of life
which can be translated into operational-behavioral terms.
There is a need as well for description and interpretation of
the va'ues and attitudes which shaped and gave meaning to be-
havior. For colonial Mew England there is a body of child-
oriented materials ‘coisisting of sermons, treatises, Fifth
Commandment expositidns, guides, addresses, lectures, and
children’s stories. The general purpose of this dissertation
wag to systematically examine this literature within the context
of the changing colonial culture.

In the first three chapters, assumptions about childhcod
and attitudes toward children were described in terms of the
evolution of New England society from colony to province. It
was shown that the Puritan child-rearing ideology- -based on
classical and humamst assumptions about educated people and
their role in society--was codified by sixteenth- and seven-
teenth-century Noncorfornists and brought to America by the
Puritan colomsts. This orthodox ideology dominated seven-
teenth-century attitudes toward children.

By the mid-eighteenth century, the New England colonies
had undergone significant population growth, economic expan-
sion, and social change. These developments 2long with the
significant influence of rationalist 1deology affected writings
for and zbout ¢!  cen. While Congragational mnisters con-
tinued to view the child as innately corrupt, willful, and in-
capable of controlling unruly passions, they gradually recog-
mzed and app1oved of the cld’s need for ten:poral happiness
and worldly success. In the child-oriented sermons and stories
of the eighteenth century, children.were typically promised
tangible rewards for their efforts to achieve early piety--
riches, status, and happiness. -

The concept of duty defined obligations befween parents and
children in the colomal period. In the seventeenth century duty
was explained 1n terms of the abstract attributes of love, obedi-
cace, honor, and recompense. By the eighteenth century, duty
was rednced to concrete behavioral terms and defined by such
virtues as respectful carriage to parents, kindness to friends
and newghbors, diligence at work and schoot, clean language,
and control of teniper.

In the last two chapters, an attempt was made to interpret

certmin aspects of the colomal child’'s life within the cortext of
the Puritan world-view. An investigation of the dying cinldren‘s
n2rratives in the fourth chapter challonged previous hidtorica)
condemnations of the narratives and proposed that they were
functional conversion manuals for ctildren who hved i a worild
plagued by periods of high cinldhood mortahity. In the fifth chap.
ter, certain psychohistoncal studies of cinldien’s personality
development were ciiticized for fmling to account sufficiently
for cultural diffei.aces. An aspect of children’s personahty
was then anaiyzed and interpreted in Punitan terms. It was em-
phasized that ccrtan practices or attitudes which today maghi
be considered detrnaentsl to children could have beer highly
functional in a colomal ctuld's world and complementary to
other aspects of his belief structure.

Order No. 77-18,986, 260 pages,



o S - T e LI - A
child will be able to gain from the experience,
Recommendations: 1. Many more books covld be used in

the —s?r'nple to conduct a larger study on the authenticity of the
portrayal of the various aspects of salient shared experiences
of Black people in the United States by non-Black writers,
2. This study should be of value to pre- and in-service teachers
when selecting “ooks which might present positive role models
for the Black «.:nagers who would read these books.
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TEACHING RECOGNITION, INTERPRETATION, AND UNDER-
STANDING OF PARADOX IN POETRY AND PROSE

8ERGIC, Louis Anthony, Ph.D.
Claremont Graduate School, 1977

This study serves two major purposes. First, as a com-
panion study to Haleey P. Taylor’s Teaching Recognition, In-
terpretation and Understanding of Verbal Irony n Prose (Clare-
mont Graduate School, 1964), it adds a dimension to the
definstion of irony by examining the nature of paradox which
is closely related to irony. Second, as a compendium or
8ourcebook for teachers and students of literature, it fulfills
a need identified by at least gne study (conducted at the Uni-
versity of Indiana by Harold Bishop, 1970), which indicated
serious deficiencies in the literary knowledge and skilis re-
quired of prosyective English teachers,

Divided into four parts, this study investigates the nature
of.paradox and derives from that investigation a fund of infor-
mation that will help students of literature recognize paradox

hen they encounter it in their reading and interpret it appro-

. iately in its literary contexts, Part one examines the mean-
ings of the word, including a historical survey of the elabora-
tion of those meanings and an analysis of the characteristics

- of the various forms of paradox. Part two surveys the evclu-
tion of paradox as a literary technique from its ancient Greek
origins to its current position of high esteem in literary criti-
cism. It emphasizes the elaboration of apphcations made by
literary artists in theiz eraployment of the technique and its
increasing importance as a factor to be cvaluated in the judg-
ment of literature. Part three explores methods teachers
of the language arts may employ to help students recognize
paradox and interpret jt appropriately in their reading, In-
cluded are suggestions for creating an environment for the ac-
ceptance of the paradoxical attitude and suggestions for relat-
ing paradox to students’ parit-classroom experiences. Part
four offers suggestions for teaching paradox in specific works
in the secondary classroom, including teaching paradox in
Wilde’s Importance of Being Earnest, Orwell’s “Shootirg an
Elephant,” and Shakespeare’s Macbeth,

This study concludes that teaching paradox is an appro-
priate, legitimate and important educational enterprise. It is
an area largely ignored, heretofore; yet, the increasing atten-
tion given to paradox during the past few decades implies a
need for its consideration in the educational curriculum. Teach-
ers and students of the language arts would do well to acquaint
themselves with the application of this important and unique
dimension to their areas of concentration.
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ATTITUDE Or THE
READER TOWARDS WOMEN’S CHANGING ROLE AND
RESPONSE TO LITERATURE WHICH ILLUMINATES
WOMEN'S ROLE

SHEDD, Patricia Thompson, Ph.D,
Syracuse University, 1976

Purpose

To examine the relationship between the reader and liter-
ature; specifically, how does the attitude of the reader towards
women's changing role affect response to short stories which
{lluminate women's role?

Drntiulure
Q==
E lCdat basic reading ability would not be a factor, students
o © réquired to have scored in the upper quartile of a
stanaardized reading test and to have an 1.Q. of 120 or higher.

SORUWLAS 1 DLIOL study, 2 semantic differential designed to
evaluate attitude towards women’s changing role was adminis-
tered to fifty seniors who scored in the up rtile of a
Nelson-Denny Reading Test. The pasticipants, who measured
1.Q.s were 120 or higher, comprised three males and th.oce
females who favored women’s changing role; and three males
and three females who did not. Case study tecamque was used,
and data were collected from the interviews, (ests, and ques-
tionnaires of students, teachers and counselors. Individually
and privately, students read four short stories, two termed
“sensitive” because they illuminate women's changing role,
and two termed “neutral” because they have no bearing on that
topic. Next each completed three measures, the first, free
response, and three directed: (1) five minutes of oral, tape-
recorded, free response; (2) .wenty iwulaple- chewce Jus Lions
to test readers’ “plain sense” of the story; (3) a group of state-
ments to evaluate affective response; (4) Purves’ Response
Preference Measure,

Results

Tre taped, oral free responses were transcabed and cate-
gorized according to Squire’s (1956) classifications. The re-
sults indicated that (1) for all twelve readers the two types
of stories elicited significantly (at .05 and .01) different propor-
tions of response in five out of seven categories; (2) readers
who favoréd women's changing role made a siguficantly larger
mean proportion of affcctive {associational, sell-wnvolvement,
and prescriptive judgmeit) respoases, to “Leasitive” stories
than their non-faverag »ers' (3) in neither affeetive nor cog-
nitive classes of {ree respou.c to “neutral” stories were there
significant differences between readers with different attitudes,
In directed respounse, only the ~ffectire re.ctions suagested an
association between attitude and response, These students
preferred mterpretation as their response mode.

Intormation fran case sturdies coa mand wth anelvs:s of
individuals” protucols showed forr tendeacie,t (17 1he Reader
as Selector: read=s1s veveal characieristic approaches to in-
terpretat:ons which depend on interests and values. (2) The
Unlaupy Childhcod Syrdrome: readers blame a chavacter's

plight on a lack of parental love, (3) 1he Bias that Bhinds:
readers have 4 hifficult time alluwiag for conflicting qualities
within a character. (4) Happiness Binding: readers tend to
interpret events so that the story will end “happly.”

Conclusions

1. An atutude of mtelligent, skilled readers is associated
with response: first, readers whose attitude seems to coincide
with an author’s tend to make « larger proportion of affective
«esponses than do readers whose attitude is different from the
author’s; second, readers whose attitude differs from an auth-
or's tend to make a larger proportion of interpretational, or
cognitive, responses. 2. In directed response, there is only a
shght association between an attitude of the reader and response,
3. The attitude of able readers does not appear to be a factor
in comprehension. 4. Interpretation is the preferred mode of
response of these skilled readers, 5. Free response provides
a more effective means for discriminating among intelligent,
skilled readers thian directed response, 6. Case studies shed
further light on free response. 7. While some of Squire’s cate-
gortes proved to be satisfactory for classifying readers’ free
respons2, others did not provide sufficiently fine discrimina-
tions. 8. Combinir ~ quantitative data with qualitative analysis
offers advantages thiat each method, by itself, lacks.

Order No. 77-24,410, 220 pages.

THE RECREATIONAL READING BROOK CHOICES OF
GIFTED CHILDREN IN GRADES FOUR, FIVE, AND
SIX IN DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STEVENS, Mary Elizabeth, Ed.D.
University of Miami, 1977

Supervisor: Dr. Arnold B. Cheyney

Purpose
The purpose of this investigation was to survey the carrent
recreational reading book choices of gifted pupils in grades
four, five, and six in Dade County Public Schools.




the male and f male sex rcle, 5. A study of the portiayul of
f2males in other chiidren’s media including children’s tele-
visjon programs and children’s films. 6. A study of the males
and females in the Caldecott Award Books and then 2 compar-
ison with the roles in the Newbery Award Books.
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A COMPARISON OF VALUES FOUND It PRESCHOOL AND
PRIMARY—-AGED CHILDREN’S BOOKS AND VALUES HELD
BY ADULTS

WOOD, Terry Lee, Ph.D.
Michigan State University, 1976

The purposes of this study were to identify the value systens
(hierarchical arrangement of vawues) expressed in the content
of children’s picture books; to compare this value system with
the value system held by adults; and to evaluzte tke shifts that
occurred within the value systen) found in a random sample of
picture bcoks published during 1960, 1964, and 1968.

The need for this study was established from existing re-
search in which th: investigators assuined that values expressed
in children’s literature reflected values held by Society. In ad- &
dition, any shift in the frequency with which a value was.ex-
pressed in the content of children’s literature was interpreted
by the investigators fo reflect  shift in the degree to which the
value was emphasized by society.

The Rokeach Value Survey was used to measure the values
held by a representative sample of adult Anericans. The sur-
vey contains eighteen t.:rminal values representing end states
of existence, »~d eighteen instrumentai values representing
modes of be .. jor. Nine raters used a modified form of this
instrument, which consisted of only the instrumental values, to
evaluate the vawes expressed in the content of a sample of pic-
ture books. Three major reference sources, used by librarians
and teachers, were the sources for the selection of the sample
of forty-five picture books, fifteen from each time period 1960,
1964, and 1968. Each rater read fifteen books, five from each
of the three time periods, and recorded whether an instrumental
value was explicitly or implicitly expressed in the content of the
picture books.

The Spearman rho correlation was used to examine the rela-
tionship between the rank order of instrumental values found
expressed in the content of picture books and the rank order «f
the instrumental values held by adults. A 3 x 3 analysis of vari-

. ance with 2 nested variable was used to analyze shifts in the
frequency of value expressicn from 1960 to 1968.

The result of the analysis of the content of the picture books, +
for the frequency of value expression, indicated that the instru-
menfal values--loving, imaginative, independent, cheerful, ca-
pable, and ambitious--were ranked highest. The lowest ranked
instrumental va'ues were: Yroadminded, honest _intellectual,
logical, forgiving, and clean. The correlation between the in-
strumental value system found in picture hooks and the instru-
mental value system of adults indicated that the two value sys-
‘ems were not related. In addition, the results from the analyses
of variance indica!zs that the majority of the instrumental values
found in the fficture b - ks remained stable from 1260 to 1968.
The two instrumental values for which the analyses indicated
significant differences wer? loving and broadminded. These
two values were stable from 1966 to 1964, but decreased in
frequency from 1964 to 1968.

Previous research has proceeded on the general assuinp-
tions that values expressed in the content of children’s litera-
ture are representative of the values held by society, and that
changes in frequency of value expression reflect changes in the
degree to which these values are emphasized by sociely. THe
major conclusions of this regearch indicated that the general
assumptions were not upheld by the results of this study. The
results, however, do not indicate that a relationship to a spe-
cific value systen is nonexistent, but rather that further in-
vestigation into the source of this value system s necessary.
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