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This Bib iogfaphy hags been Compiled as part of a continuing series designed

to make information, on relevant dissertations availablq to users of the ERIC

gystem. Monthly issues of Dissertatieh Abstracts International are reviewed

'in order to compile ‘abstracte of dissertations on related topics, which thus

betome accessible in searches of thé ERIC data base. Ordering information for -

the dissertations themselves' is included at the end of the bibliégraphy.
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SELECTED ORAL LANGUAGE CHARACTERISTICS OF
ENTERING COLLEGE FRESHIEN

* BRINKLEY, Roy Edward, E4.D.

Temple \l{nrvqrsny, 1977

This study was desngned to determine what pat
language fluency and effectiveness were produce y entering
college freshmen who were reconimended to diffdrent instruc-
tional programs according to,their performancesyon the En-
glish Language Placement Test (ELPT) and the l&ormal
! Speech-Reading Test (ISRT), and 10 determune any dlffCrCnCES
which might exist in the oral language facility of these

dents. Four groups of students were identified, thuse with
writing needs, those with reading needs, thuse with reading and
writing needs, and those without any instr#®tional needs. Bro-
tocols were typed of the students’ individually tape recerded
responses to the gquestion, “What,can you tell me about Martin
Luther King?”, and these pruluCOlS were dnalyzed with respect
to diversity,-efficiency, contrgl of mazes, style, ¢xpression of
_tentative thinking, and the use of cognectives. Multivariate and
"Univariate analyses weré made of twenty-seven variables to
determine if the fuur groups differed when the dependent vari-
ables were conibined ur tahen singly. All decisions were made |
at the .05 leyel L)f/ﬁlg,nlrlLdnCE The results indicated that, for
every contrast anlilyzed, the group that used the highest number
of tokens used more types, time, 1deas, niazes, wurds 1n mazes,
noises, edits, independent clausgg, dependent clauses, and total
clauses. Each group produced wide ram,es uf respunses gn
nearly @ll of the variables ex‘mnned When the variables were
combined, the only contrast that mas significantly different was
between those students with need:\(mly in writing and those
students, with needs 1n readihg and writing. When the variables
were taken singly, the characteristics of diversity, efficiency,
control of mazes, and style were signfiwintly different 1n thpee
contrasts, all students with writing needs vs. 411 students ‘\
without writing needs, all students with reading needs vs, all
students without re‘admg needs, and students with needs only

in writing vs. students with needs 1n reading and writing. The”
contrast bétween those students with needs unly 1n reading

and those without any instructional needs was the only contrast
in which no significant differences were found on any of the
variables when laken singly. Within tle Imutahuns of this
study, the fullowing conelusions ghould be cunmdered (a) oral
language diversity, efficiency, control of niazes, and ster ap-
peared to be functions of the length of the sample obtained;

(b} time aird rate of speech appeared to be of more unportance "
than previous investigators had indicatéd; (c) the type-token
raho corrected for dlﬂ'erences.m s1mple length was a better-
measure of djversity than the‘type- token ratio alone; (d) the

+ - interview technique provided sampla&z;oral language that °

were of sufficient length for valid st (e) more emphasis,
needs to be placed on the study of the ohal language of college
students than is presently in evidence; (fj*investigators of oral
language need to be cautious with respect to situational effects .
upon thg acquisition of oral language samples; (g) the results
appeared to be dffected by the grouping procedures that were
used a.nd differences in testing conditions.

Order No. 77 13 494 167 pages.
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GENIE- A LINGUlbrIC b[UDY (JF A MUDLRN DAY
“WlLD—CHlI D*' - .

CURTISS, Susan Ruth, Ph.D. ~
University of California, Los Angeles, 1976
Py I}

-
Chiirpergon: Professor Victuna Fromkin

Genie whs discovered 1 1970. An inhuman childhuod en- .
vironment hhd prevented her fruin learning language. Deprived’
and isolated to an recedented dcg,ree she was nut discov-
ered until she s an adulescent. She was way past the age

«/is normally acquired, and she knew httle abdut
any respect Save abuse, neglect, isulation, and
! deprivation\Since that time Genie has been studied in an at-
tempt to answer questions of.interest to linguists, neurosci-
entists, psychologlsts and others. This wurk reports on the

llngulshc rekearch carried out through studying and working
with Genie. ) - o
hrough in -depth psychohngunshc and neurclinguistic re-
l: MC ch, I have attempted to explore just what this case can
ST g about some o( the questions of interest for hngmsts/

.

.
-

~

PR Y

oy
o

- wnterrelated? Will language be lateralizediif acquired after

_ages 2, 54 11.

- the cliuld was asked o m.xn;pulate SIX re:‘erencepomt objects .

-
Is there a cnitical period for Iangque acquisition? If so what T
kind.of language development is possible beyond the crltigal .

perwd? Are language acquisition and language lateralization

puberty? 1{ so, will 1t be lateralized to the left hemisphere as

it 18 in normal human brams? What happens fo cerebral or- PN
ganizativn 1n general when ohie of the biain’s basic functions,
fails tu develup? These yuestiuns are addressed in Parts IT
and ML -

; In Part 11 1 demonstrate fhe Genle has acquired a great‘deal
of language but juamfoests abnor mal language develupmment. She .
compichengds far mie than she pruduces and fails to make
use of much of the gramymar she has acquired i her sponfa-
neous speech. Buth her‘syntactic and phunovlugical pwdm{tion
are rule-guvelned ut extiemely variable in surface furm.

Most 1mpurtantly, there appbar tu be systematic gups in her
granmmar, specific lumtations to her linguistics capabilities.

In Part HI'I cunclude that Geniels case suppurts the weak
versiun uf a critical périvd hypothesis 1n that she has not been
able to acquire language nurmally. Parallels are drawn be-
tween her liaguistic Linitations dud the limitations of others ¢ .
attempting lamuage dt.quuslhun L_gutsrde of the critical period. -.
Cluse siularihies are found between Genie and cases of right--
hemisphere language acquisition, and evidence is then pre-
sented to shuw that Genie 1s processing Ianguage in her right -
hemisphere. Finally, evidence is p;esented to support the
larger hypothesis that all higher cugnitive functions are lat-
eralysed tu Genue's right lemisphere and that flenie 1s better
at ab:lities pormally lateralized to the right ¢ rebral hemi-
sphere In man.

- Part 1 (Chapter 1-5) pruvides a sase lustury and background
material un Genie’s persunality and language behlvior.

Part 11 (Chapters 6-10) details Genie’s linguistic develop-
ment and uver-all language abilities, Chapter € describes -
the svurces and kinds of data analyzed 1n the ensuing chapters.
Chapter 7 describes 4nd discusses Geme's phunol8gical devel -
opment. Chapter 8 details the cxtent of Genie’s receptive .
knuwledge of syntax, morpholugy, and semantics. Chapter 9
discusses Genie’s productive grammatical abilifies in syntax,
murpholugy, and semantics. Chapter 10 provides a compar-
1sun betiveen Geme's Img,ulshc develupment and the language
acquisttion of normal children.

Part III (Chapter 11) presents a full descriptiun of the heu-
rolinguistic wourk carried out wn Genie and dnscqsses the im-
plicahons of th1s aspect of the case. ‘
‘ Order No. 77- 9339 695 pages.
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CHILDREN'S UNDERSTANDING OF RELATIONAS TERMS
GATLIN, Efissa Lynn, Ph.D, . VO
Michigan State Uni¥ersity., 1976 * '

4 .

The focus of.this 1nves(‘nahon was to study the development
of children’s understanding, of the relationa! terms claggified
as spatial terms. Addmom]ly, this study sought to wentify ¢
the ter ?S that children product to eﬂc,press the relationships '
implied by the relational terms and to idefify nonlinguistic
strategies that children use in early language acquisitions \'
Relahonal terms 1s a broad category whieh indicates par-
ticular ways in which objects, events, und actions relate toeach- .
other. Spatialderms are a special subset of this broad cate-
gory which more spéeifically indicate the wuys in which, under -
the conditions of this study, objects rela‘e to each other '
E. Ctark {1973) proposed a theory that appiies to spalial terms. ,
According to her children’s 1pp1rent conipr ehension’ of“cer-
tain words is at brst cunibination of their hngulslic kiowledge -
about 2 wurd’s meaning and certain.ngnlinguistic str’ﬂpues
vﬁi‘yh arc based on their perceptual kiowledge of objects and .,
«vents and conceptual knowledge about? clatjions.
The lerins studied were.. in, on, under, ahead of, besnde de,, .
b@lund into, untu, underneath, in front of along side of, and
kb back of. ’ﬂfsub;ects were sixty Black and siaty White girls
There were two experimental tasks. In.the "
first «xperimental situation--labeled the comprehension tagk--

and swtoy aniingls with respect to wstructions gwen by*the
experimenter for o total of thirty- -sfx,instructions. ]n the sec-
ond expe 1jmental sxtuﬁhon--labeled the production hsk--the,
child was asked tu verbally descr:be the yeseuarcher’s objec’t )
manipulatipns fur a tutal of twelve instruclluns Each response
was tape recorded. . . : ‘

L . ~
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* +The resuTt.; of Task I were analyzed by the vz‘xriables of
race, age, spatial terms, and reference point D'bJe,‘cfs. The re-
sults showed that the variable of dge was the significant effect.
‘The develop'm'cntal pattern of the térms was und"erl underneath,
in front of, in back of, behind, along side of, beside, apd ahead
of from early to‘lgter developing terms. In, nto, on and-oato
appeared to develop earliqst. . - _
The terms were divided into two groups --primary set and
secondasy set, The pumary set was the termis which were
- .thought to be less complex--semantically-and perceptually --
than the terms in the secondary set, which was coxnpo§ed of
terins similar in meaning. The results showed the primary™
set to be in front.of, along side of, aid in baek of and the sec-
ondary set to be ahead of, beside, and béhipd. In, mto, on and
onto were all comprehended equally. Under and underneath

were responded to as the same term with only a small diﬂe'r-

v

ence 1n means, Lo . o
The results of Task Il showed that the children used texms

in the primary set to describe the object relationships demon-
strated. An this studyonce the children compre’l}en‘deq aterm
tested, they had a term to express the relationship jndicated.
Analyses of data revealed tHe kinds of errors chnld,‘ren made
relative to the reference point objects with respect to lrlar‘ld
on. Additional nonlinguisti¢ strategies, {or the termg studied,
were also suggested from the analyses. )
Suggestions were made for language Assessment and ther-
apy. In thérapy, it was suggested that ‘the least comple‘x terms
be used. Implications for f;?'ther reseiu’ph were also indi-
cated. Among them were t qt'mOre spatial tefms be tested
to"deternnne if the deyelopmental pattern suggested would hold
true and that the influence of bi l;tix order be resecarched for
. possible influence dx the development of comprehension of spa-
tial terms. ot Order No. 77-11,647, 87 pages. ‘
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LINGUISTIC SEXISM,AN.Ii THE .\RELATIVE STAT
MALES AND FEMALES | '

f

US OF

' * 1" .
GENAUER, Roberta Weissman, Ph.D. .
.Case Western Reserve University, 1976

An experimental's%udy 1s prupused to discuver i, there 1s

a relationship between the degree of male pronuun duminance

in the English-language and the relative status of males and

females,referred to by that language. A hypdthetical selection
p§cedure for a mgh school representative to a “World Youth

Conference” is presented to the.subjebts. The language used
in the description is the experimental treatment. Three styles:
of language are used--traditional (using niasculine pronouns);

- non-sexist (using he/she, she/he-or ndutral pronouns); and
itemized (using no.pro’noux’i_s). Subjects then evaluate three
applicapts, all of whose qualifications are qontrolled for, ex> -
cept sex: 1 male, 1 female, 1 unspecifiéd.

Dependent variables are (1) the rank assigned to the candi-
date of each sex designation, and (2) scores of sex stereotypifig
of each of the candidates (adapted from Bem’1974). Con-

«comitant variables.are age, sex, role Figidity, religiosity,

'SES, éducation and occupation of subjects drawn from- six
populations: mal\e, undergradu_dtes, female undergraduates,
middle-aged men dnd middie-aged women, Kiw'mits Clﬁ mem-
bers afid National Organization for Women affili These

groups are contrasted regarding their sex preferences in re-

sponse to language styles. - " " !

'

Results indicated that language has little impact as a force )

op resocialization and that group effects oh the dependent
wvariables were far more significant thag treatment effects.
The interpretation of this’is that for adulls; language seems
to reflect socialization rather than to influence itina gross
or short-term manner since group bership variables
+ such as age, sex and role,rigidity hadstronger assaciations
with sex biases thanwhether the subject was pgesented withe
-, standard, non-sexist or itergized English. Finally, for the
most conseryativé group of subject (Kiwanis), non-sexist Ei-
glish backfifed, being associated with eVen stronger pro-male
btas instead of egalitarianigm. ) .
. Order:No. 77-11,936, 139 pages.
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_. to be quantitative rather than quahtative.

t John expected Bill to Teave,

A DESCRIPTION OF THE LINGUISTIC CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE CAREFUL SPEECH OF RECENT HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATES IN ENTRY-#.EVEL POSITIONS OF JOB CATE~
GORIES OF LARGE EMPLOYMENT IN SELECTED COUN~-, °
TIES OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA C -

.t . 7
HALL, Mary Pat Farber, Ed.D. R
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 1977

J -

[y

‘ ¢
. Following the methodotogy .of dialectology, this study was

designed to investigate certain linguistic features of careful .
speech in a limited number of relatively homogeneous counties,
each fepl'l?seuted by an informant belonging to a certain age
and sociglfclass, i.e., a 1975 high school graduate entering the
. job world immediately after graduation. ‘
»~ - The research procedure consisted of five niajor steps:

(1) the analysis-of language textbooks' on the current state-

adopted list, (a) a survey of teacher attitudes toward items

,of ugage garnered from the textbook analysis, (3) interviews
with five selected informants, (4) coding of the transcripts of
the interviews in relation to the items on the postal:Survey and
(5) analysis of the findings. ' :

The pretext of the interview with the five informants was

“the relevance of high school education to career preparation.

, The interview jvas conducted in a setting simulating a fbr‘ma}
job interviel so that the informant would employ careful or
controlled usage suitable to the interview situation. The tapes
of the intgt’views were transcrib and the tyanscripts were
analyzedfand coded in relation to items of us&e garnered from
the textbook analysis. 1

A detailed descriptron of the linguistic cha'racteristics of
each of the five informants seryed as the basis for a genera}
description of the predominant linguistic characteristics of
the careful speech qf the five informants. In this study, the
predominaat non-standard usages of careful speech’were the
introtductory word-singular verb-plural subject pattern as in

- “There is too many facts”] nonstandard variant$ of common
irregular vebs“@uch as “I seen”; and the use of the pleonastic
subject such as “My fither he ‘died.” )

The findings appearell to indicate that the informants classi-
ied as U, upward, in social mobjtity exercised strong gon-
scious control of their linguistic behavior and that the speech
of the upwardly mobile informants was more stilted and con-
fined than that of the other informants. The researchér con-
cluded that many linguistic features that serve as social mark-
ers are, in varying degrees, part of the linguistic behavior of
speakers on all social levels, howeier, the difference appears

Order No. 77-6023, 312 pages.
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. REFLEXIVIZATION: -CONTINUED EXAMINATION OF
MINIMAL DISTANCE ‘PRINCIPLE IN ENGLISH
L

<

HARE, Vjctoria Chou, Ph.ﬁ.
The University of Wisconsin~Madison; 1976

‘Supervisor: Professor Wayne Otto B

- . !
%ﬂs study helped answer four o\f the questions i'_e\maining
after syntactic acquisition stuthes performed by Carol Choms.ky
and otherss First, examination of other syntactic structures in
a child’s repertoire, ohe possible dirgction of Chomsky’s 'or‘igi-
nal study, had not been carried out. Second, a question raised
by Chomsky in 1969 regarding uniformity and rate of acquisi~ ’
tion of structures was Vet unexplored. Third, the generaliz-
ability of the ninimal distance Principle (MbP) had not beenr
adequately teSted. This principle, proposed by Rosenbaum
(1967),‘is a sentence™interpreting strategy which correctly as-,
,sigps the inplicit subject of a complement verb to the noun
phrase most closely preceding that verb in sentences such as:

_Fqurth, and finally,

further study info thé relative ord
related syntactiét. st aeduts eion

ructure$’with regard to time of acquisition

\

.
L]

4

was clearly needed.’ :

.
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To test the four questions, Read {personal communication)
suggested e..wamil?ing how children interpret reflexivized sen-
tences in Englisi. In one type of reflexivized sentence, called
type A, presence of a reflexive pronoun in a clause indicates
an';x_nderstood identity ¥ith another noun in the same clause,
as in: -

*Johp told Bill to wash himself. ’
Because the implicjt referent of this type of sentence is always
the noun nearero the ra{lexive pronoun (NN), there is a pos-
sibility that htype of MDR operates for thése sentences as

o Well as for those ROSe?:)aum wrote about. ’

In the other type of reflexivized sentence} called type B,

, either zero or two referents occur in the"same clause as the
reflexive in the urderlyitig’8tructure of the sentepce. Because
of this, either noun may be assigued as the referent of the pro-
noun in a sentencé such as: 7 - ‘
N u.;:)hn told Biil a story about h“iﬁs'iiff’

dults, however, usually,as! 'gghg erent tb
nioun (FN), in this case; gk, Fersgt b the farther .

. Children’s interpretation of both senteiigg types woSested

via an .iqt,ex:yiew technique similar to Chd‘m\s" ’s. Thirty-~five
to Igfgﬁﬂe%hildreq at each {:rade, drawn:ffom {wo classes
each/g! *grades one through six, wer® fested. The test con-

. sistedof a Series of 'sixteen sentences, each one accompanied
., * bya/question designe’d to elicit the referent of the reflexive
pronoun. Each child indicated his response preference by
touching and saying the namg of an agpropriate puppet.

All tests were scored for the nuntber of NN responses.
Results demonstrate, first of all, that children do exhibit
knowledge of the constraint on type A seg&oices by choosir;g'
the NN at greater than thance ievels. Furthermore; in ref-
. erence to question two,,the learning curve for type A sentences

is grzexdual and positively sloped, though not monotonic. This

finding casts some doubt upon Chomsky’s speculation that gen-

- eral linguistic constraints are acquired at relatively unifor
maturational levels, although it does allow the type A reflexi-
vized‘sentence to be added to the list of fater-appearing syn--
tactic structures, i.e., those acquired after. age’ five. .

Wit regard to the third question, children at grade$s one

and two 'rnterpret‘sentence type B as if an MDP were operdting,, -

‘for they chose ,the NN over the FN‘sig'niiicantly tnore often tha}i‘;“

any ofher group. Therefore, tht MDP appears to function as a

general lipguistic strategy, appltéable to more than one syntac-

,t‘rc'struqture. Children not only utilizdd the strategy wWhete it

. was obligatory bul 2.s6 where it was no obhgatory)’nu not
utilized by adults. , - '

. Pinally, because sentence type A proved easier for children

" to interpret than senten'c:: ‘type B, it can besnferred. that strué¢-
ture A precedes the more exceptional structure B in'time of

cquisition. Order No. 76-28,147, 64 pages:
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MORAL JUDGMENT, VERBAL ABILITY,” LOGICAL REASON-
ING ABILITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES -

" .

_ 10221, Louis Anthony, Ed.D.

- Rutgers JUniversity The State Unjversity
of-New Jersey (New Brunswick), 1976

. - .
Chairperson:, George J., Pallrand_

This study attempted to determine if moral reasoning level
as defined by Lawrenge Kohlberg was a function of verbal
abﬂity’,logical reasoning ability, or the specific moral situ-
ation. It was hypothesized that €1) there is no »elationship
between level.of moral judgment and verba] ability, (2) thére #
is no relationship between level of moral judgment ard logical
reasoning ability, and (3) there is,no relationship betwéen
leve] of moral judgment and specific moral situationg,

. The variables were measured in 116 college students, 38
high school students, and 40 junior high school students Using
standardized tests. The junjor high sthool sample was in- ~
cluded in this study to help in validatipgjhe Environmental .y
Issues Test -¢ an instrument designed specifically for this
Btudy. Statistical.analyses included analysis of variance, cor-
relation, chi-square and t-tess. In‘addition to examining the
college spbjectsas a totalintact sample, they were alsogrouped, )
into  Environmental Science majors and Humanlties majors.

- Principled, Conventiomal,} and ant{-establishment mgrality
Y s weré computedor each subjeét. :
E MC e three hypothgses were stated in the null format a
. y - R .-

nd it
-

s

. .

A

) ' sition. .
.
..

..

was aglticipated that upon testing, eacn nypotnesis Would be"e-ﬂ

'

jected. This, in fact, did occur: Principled level moral rea-
soning was found t0b7e significantly relatedsn a positive direc-
.tion to both fverbal ability and to logical reasoning ability.
Conventional level moral reasoning was also found to be sig~
nificartly, but negatively, related to both verbal ability and to
logicgl reasonjng ability. ~ - 5
K sigmificant relationship also egisted between level of
moral Judgment and specific moral situatiops. T.he subjects
*that participated in this study reasoned at different moral
levels on dilferent moral issues. Those differences were re-
. lated §o the dfferent backgx;ound§ of the subjects, their knowl-
edge of; interest n, and concern for or about the issue pre-

. sented in the test dilemma. Moral reasoning levels also varied
according to whether the subject was in transition from one
stage or level to the next higher stage or level or not in tran-

+ Order No. 77-13,271, 197 pags.
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TEMPORAL ANALYSIS OF ENGLISH AND SPANISH
NARRATIVES T )

JOHNSON, Teresa Herrera de, Ph.D. o
Saint Louis University, 1976 '
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Speech rate, ‘pauses, and other hesitation phenomena.have
. peen studied from several points of view: as indwators of
‘Eognitive processes, as indices of ematignal states, as differ-
)entiators ol#vels of_prof\cxenu%of native or foreign language,
Developmentalpr s in speecH rate and in the use of hesi-
tation devices such as repeats and parenthetical remarks have
been found.- Measurements of speech 'rate, and the study of
frequency, length, and location of unfilled pausqg have differ-
entiated task difficulty wn situations’of description, exmaﬁanon
and interpretation. >
Most of these findings have been reported In research dope
in English, with some work done in German and 4 very limited

. amount of research in other languages such as Japanese,

.,\“\/ . French and Hunganian. Cross cultural studies of paralin-

guistic phenomena, based on common methodology, can-lend
further support to the observations that have already been
made in Enghsh. Because of the sensitivity of the response
measures t6 task perfyrmed, situation, experumental conditidn,
etc., it 1s most impbrtatt that comparisons be made among

‘studies that used sinmilar methodology, especially when lan-

guage-sp&cific differences could confound thé results. The
present research analyzed the spegch rate and hesitation phe-
nomena of ddolescents, native fspeak'ers of Englhish and of Span.
1sh, usfng methodology employed by'Q’'Connell and associatgs,
irt drder to facihitate compfrison between experiménts.
Although the primary interest of the preseat research was
on the psﬁ:‘holing’ujsuc facYors, that affect speech production,
other factors such as articulation rate, phonology, linguistic -
strugture, emotional state, were all considered as possxble‘
caues of vanation in teraporal measurements, teir effect

' .being yeflected in the speéch rate, pause and hesitaNon phe-

nomena included in the speech generated. .
. Inorder to ecoinpare the performance of the two lan uage

groups under study, a 3 X 2 factorial design was used; the

* main factors were mode of presentation and native languages
.Ninety young men, forty-fivé nafive speakerssof English, and'.
forty-five native speakers of Spanidh, comprised the subjects
of the study. Subjects were askeqlo retell a story which had
been presented in one of three ways: film with sound (narra-
tion of what was laking place in the film); film Unly, no souhd;
narration only, no film. Narrations were in the subject’'s native
language. Tape recordings were*made of the subjects’ dis-

*colrse. Theseﬁlpe recordings were used to produce a per-

" manent graghic Tecord imterms of arrgphfude of acoustic
engrgy over ttme, from which all the tempural nieaSures were
assessed. A h - 2 . .

The maﬁ resfﬁnse measures used in.this study ‘were. tofal
prodﬁchon time, actual speaking time, stury length, speech
. rate, articulation rate, phrase length, percentage pause time,
adjusted fpequency df unfilled pauses, adjusted length of un-
filled pausges, adjusted frequency of vosal hesitations, adjusted
length of vucal hésitatiops, and adjusted fréquency of total
hesitations. <+ s -

Analyses of variance yielded significant differences in
Story lepgth, futal production time, and actual speaking (pho-

}oy DtiOR) tume {of.the factor of mode of presentation, Signiftcant
. L s .

/
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-~

r

.




~ differences in _Story length, speech rate, articulation rate, per-
centage.pause time and adjusted length of vocal hesitasions for
* the factor ®f native language were found. No sigmficant 1nter-
action betwsen mode of presentation and native language was
found. .Thus, the amount of production was affected by mode
of presentation; timing of thesproduction was affected by native
language. Lénguage specific use of hesitation devices affected
length of vocal hesitations.

The data were also subjected to factor, analysis which
yielded results similar in both languages, reyealing sinlar
sttucture for, both language groups. Factur analysis resulted
in the extraction of two factors which together accounted for
81% of the variance in Enflish, and for 86% of the variance in
Spanish. Measures of unfflled pauses loaded primarily on the
firstfactor, while vocal hesxtatipns loaded.primarily on the,
second factor. . .

The usefulness of pdra‘linguistic research in the study of

4

.

the relationship of thought and language as reflected in speech
at the moment of production, was gvidenced in the present .
study by the reliability of the results in a cross linguistic

- situation. <Order No. 77-12/106, 140 pages. ™ ¢
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LANGUAGE'FACILITY AND AGING ¢+ _
C PEARSON, Frain Garfied, Ph.D. . i’ _
. University of Oregon, 1976 K .
L& ‘ - .
Adviser: Car! W. Carmichael s

The ability to verbally interact effectively 1s fundamental
to social intercourse at all levels of our society. Does this
abili;y, or portion of it which we term language facility, de-
crdase as a person ages? What effect does a person’s educa-
tional level hate op/his language facility as he increases 1n
ag?? Does eitlier the male or fennle gergler* display a greater

'decnease in lapguage facihity as age lncroaqes? These ques-
tions prompte tfe establishment ofzairesearch procedure to
' ‘igau&their apéwérs.
Sub)ec;{for the research were persons between the a,,es
of sixty”and ninety years of age. The sample consisted of a
tal of &igity-mne subjects; fHty-nine fema.les and thirty
ales. The testing device used was the Language Facility
7 Test as devised by John T. Dailey
The first question tested 1n this study was: Does ‘langpage
facility decrease with age? '.To test this question Fearson’s
product-moment correlation was utilized to test the following
hypotheses’*“P = 0 Which indicates there is no corvelan?n

.between age and language facility test,score. P <0 A nega-
tive correlation which would 1indicate that as a subject’s age
increased, his test score decreased. P> 0 This correlation.
would fodicate that as the subject’s age increased, his test
scdre increased.

The rbsults of this portion of the study revealed a negative
- relationship (P <0) which, while it was not particularly strong,

was sigmificant at the .05 level This would indicate that as a
subject’s age increased, his test score in language facility de-
creased. ¢

Thé second que}i'on examined 1n this study was: Do the
scores on the Language Facility Test remai 10re consistent
wath subjects who have had more formal eddeition, as they in-
crease with age? The hypotheses tested were: Hy: The test
score 1S independent of the educational level. H,;: The test
score 4s dependent upon the educational level.

& Chi-square statistic revealed that H, was rejected in’
favor of H, and it was concluded-that, for this, s’imple a subz
jeet’s educatipnal level did not affeét his score on the Language
Facdlity Test.

The, third questfon which was tested in this study was: Da
scores on the Language Facility Test vary significantly between
thé seXes at the various age levels? Independent T tests were

‘COnducted.Jo test two hypotheses: Hg: M, =My, There is no
differénce between the scores of men and women subjects.
Hy: Mm # M« There is a differencé between the test scores
of men and ’Q'omen subjects. .

Subjects fvere divided into five groups, 'iccordmg to age.

Hp was accepted in the first four groups; however, H, was ac-
cented in the eighty-one and older group with women subfects
l: lC ng higher than n\ale subjects .

.
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"This study révealed that language fagility does decrease as
a subject’s age increases. It was also found that a subject’s
educational level did not significantly affeét hts score on the
Language Facility Test. §ex of the subject did not affect a per-
son’s score until subjects re‘lched age eighty -que and older
, at which age females sco1ed Higher than ‘n:les
' Order No. 77-4’752 90’ pages.
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AN INTEGRATED SYSTEM OF PERCEPTUAL SThATE—
GIES: SYNTACTIC AND SEMANTIC IN’I‘ERPRETATIO\I
OF ENGLISH SENTENCES

’
REIMOLD, Peter Michael, Ph.D.
A}

Y

In this study we propose a formal theory of sentence com~
-prehension that takes into account certain findipgs of psyeho-
lnguistic research. In particular, the theory is based on,
“clausalprocessing” (with surface representation and syntac-

- tic stpdcture belng erased in clause 1ntervals), parallel syn-
“tacti¢ and semantic processing, and “perceptual strategies”
(interpretive strategies making use of probabilistic inforrma-
tion and semantic relations amoitg sentence constituenis.

Chapter I reviews the psychohngmshc ev1dence favoring
’ such a theory,

Chapter II outlines the semantic processor. .

~Chapter HI focuses on the clause as unit of processmg
It is argued that strict “clausal processing” is incompatible

with the short term memory limit. The clause is redefined
and a distinction made between the nuclear.clause ‘(the core
constituents) and pemgheral clauses (post-clause, prep-clause,
etc.). Clausal processing is then defined over these units.’
Experimenta] tests far this thepry are propoged.

Chhpter IV defines Jependeaoy structures for syntax and
indicates the scope of the study. Hierarchical structure--
especially where it would merely reflect semantic relations--

is aimmized in favor of simple grouping., —

»

Y

"
+

r V defines the semantic dependency notatlon anda =

° linear equivalenﬁ and discusses different - «clagses of semantic
predicates. Semantic representations consist of a prefix
(roughly, the noun phrases and quartifiers of the sentence)
and a matrix (the main predicates with their argument vati-
ables). Quantifiers are analyzed as havilig twa scopes: main
and background;
Chapter'V.

.
¢

ents the synfactic processor--a left-to-

right predicti arser with bottom-up facilities (1n particular,

“Adj’uslmené es,” which, on the busis of corrent input,
odif¥ predictions, made by the top-down rules). The outputs

i‘fre clause-sized surface straetures (dependenCy traes), with
Jcertain nodes marked by functional features’like [SUBJECT],

%

IOBJ 1}, or [MAINVB]. There are no syntactic transforma-
tions,
e Chapter VII discusses the three- stage serirantic processor.
The stages are: prelininary semantic representation \PSR~~
roughly, a combination of the lexical meanings of the Wefds);
{ntermediate SR (ISR--derived fromthe PSR by adding oartain
implicatians), and fifal SR (FSR--derived Trom the PSR by
specifying the semantic relations among the sentence constit~
uents). Two Concatenation Rules build the PSR, joining pre-
fixes and matrixes of the semantic elements appropriately,
Semantic Knowledge Rules (Meaning Rules and Encyclopedic
Rules) derive the ISR. Semantic Linking Strategies assign
semantic roles to establish the FSR. There must be clause-
internal and interclausal linking stra;egies Six types of
sclause-ipternal strategies are discussedg Linking by Variable
Type, Pattern Matching, Contradiction Elimination, Canonical .
° Order, Syntax-sensitive Rule, Alternative Linking (gxategies
. imposing axeading on supenficiany deviant sentenees like

ol

“ Let’s put ten minutes in the metar). They are ordered in this

- sequence. Once an acceptable reading is derived, application
of further strategies becomes optional. Interclausal linking
strategies cannot refer to the syntactic structure of any com-
plete preceding clause. It is shown that semantically-based
interclausal linking is indeed possible. Strategies for pronoun
interpretatipn are preserted, as well as a “Temporal Sequence
Strategy,”. which establishes a chronology among clatises or
senténces with identical tense.

Chapter VIII discusses Efnglish* compound noyns and offers

. int‘erpretive strategies for them. Chapter IX reviews alterna-,
- " . .

-
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tive models. Chapter X summdrizes the main findings and
7 discusses unsolved problems.
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Order No. 77-%659,'411 pages.”
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" . DEVELOPMENTAL ASPECTS OF SOME TEMPORAL
‘PARAMETERS OF ENGLISH SPEE\% PRODUCTIPN

SMITH, Bruce Lee, Ph.D. .
The University of Texas at Austin, 1976 -
-~ , . - N
‘Supervisor: Peter F., MacNeilage )

Adu? speakers of a language possess an elaborate gystém |
of rules governing the duration of speech segnients, These
< ’ N

rules are partly the rcsult of inherent, universal constraints
of the speech production apparatus and partly due to language-
- specific manipulations of duration intended to prowtie percep-
tual information. This study tiivestigated.the development of
overall word and segment duration ant some of the rules gov~
erning segment durations in the speech of two-ycar-old (X=
2,11) and four-year-old (X=4,4) Enghsh-speaking children.
Ten children of each age and ten adults produced ten repetitions
of each ol nine nonsense words. Three utterances were mono-
« syllabic (CVC) and six were bisyllabic {CVCVC or CVCVC);
each stimulus contained the vowel /a/ and one of the conso-
nants /b/, /d/, or -/t/.‘ Speech segment durations were de-
* termined from an oscillographic record.
The two-yedr-old group revealed durations approximately
1% longer than the adult graup, and the four-year-olds' dura-
tions were 15% longer than the adults’. These increments
were attributed to differences relating to-neuromuscular matu-
ration; the four-year-old group did scem to show adult-like -
control possibilities, however, 1in‘that they revealed no more
variability in their productions than the adult group. e
In general, both groups af children showed remarkably .
sophisticated speech tnmfng systems. Speech segment dura-
. tions of both groups of children reflected intrinsic speech pro-
duction constraints similar in magnitude to those of adults,
For example, blabial stop consonant duration waé significantly
longer than alveolar stop duration. F&r two suprasegmental-
dyrational rules with pos§ible perceptual motiyafion 1in En-
glish, vii., final-syllable “lengthening? and stressed syllable
“lengthening,® both groups of children behaved very much like
the adults regarding proportional increments obseryved in these
situations. , The only extensive departure of the children from ¢
adult durational characteristics, was observed 1n the production
ofwoiceless stop consonants. Relative to overall utterance
- -duratiom, /t/ was sigmficantly greater for both groups of
children in intervocah¢ and final pésition, suggesting either
considerable physiological comp}exity for this segment or an -
exaggeratedwvoicing-related perceptual cue 1n the children.
Order No. 77-11,584, 103 pages.
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AN EXPERIMENT TESTING THE RELATIONSHIPV?ETWEIIEN
COGNITIVE CQMPLEXITY AND SYN’I?ACTIC COMPLEX ’I'g
- SOLDOW, Gary Frederick, Ph.D. - s
University of Minpesota, 1976 , _ .
is study investigated the relationship between,gognitive e
-stx'a‘l;r::;e ang linguistgic structure. Since we can observe lin-
*  guistic structure by way of verbal output, to the extent-tha;diit
s related to cognitive structure, we will be privilege tt()) a 'a-
tional information about cognitive proce‘sses through observ -
tion of language. Cognitive and psycholinguistic theorists px;i
vide much theoretical and empirical support for the expecte ;
relationship. It is argued that cogni.tiv'e structures n!gst pre
suppose and e prerequisite to lingiistic struetures. ]

. * The variables that have been idenfified reg‘ardmg 'the hy-ti‘c
pothesized relationship are cognitive complexity and §y:1}:ac
complexity. They are both relatefi to opr knowledr;g'e of \ iet i
world, such knowledge being acquired primarily t rou% ne?;-
pex’sonal communicative encounter_s. As mterp.ers‘cna‘ exp '

. ence inéreases in diversity, there is 2 corrgs‘pond%ng «;r}cx;ftsa_

, “nitive gAd syntactic complexity. Cognitive complexity, ;
Y should predict syntactic complexity for both decoding 'm‘1
E lClng of iaﬂgu_n'ge. :

.~
. C . .
-

.

e

14 L
Specifically, it'was hypothesized that persons high in cog-

nitive complexlty would recall more of syntactically complex *-

. .Bentences, formulate sentences with greater syntagtic com-

ol

plexity, and use more function ords (prepositions, conjunc-
tions, auxiliary verbs, articles, etc.) thanpersons Tow in syn-
. tactic cothplexity. It was expected that there would .be no
difference between the t roups in their ati'xhty to extract
Jhe basi¢ megning from ¢ mplex sentences, Syntactic-com-
plexity was defined as tife"hjimber of transformations as indiZ,
cated by embedded clauses! Syntactic complexity was mea~
sured by counting number and average length of T~units (Hunt,
1965), a T-unit comprised of a main clausg + all subordinate
slauses. . 8’ .
: The methodology involved'an experimeg&pntéining four o
spaper-and-pencil measures. The first measure, Crockett’s
(1965) modified Role Category Questiofmaire, determined cog-
nitive complexity. A decoding measure had eight syntactically
‘complex sentences presented, one at a time, on an overhead
projector. Subjects had to extract the basic meaning and to
recall the actual sentence. The third and fourth measures re-

>

* + quired’encoding in which subjects had to provide short writing

samples on salient issues, One sample requiced stmple sen-
“tence constructions, and the other reqtired complex sentence
constructions. The experiment was conducted on 102 under=

graduates enrolléd in introductory Speech~Comniunication = °
courses af tha Unmiversity of Minnesota. ,

As predicted, there was no difference betw

in cognitive complexity (HCC) and persons Jow in coghitive

. complexity (LCC) in ability to extract basit;,\»e:ming from
complex sertences. HCC were bettér able to recall the com-
plex sentences than LCC, but the superior performance was

. only for those clauses tp the yight of the subject-verb unit;
there was no difference between HCC and LCC on recall of
clause® to the left of the subject-verb umt. For ericoding lan-

. guage, there were no differences between f»{CC and LCC in
use of functiofi words and T-units. However, HCC did use
more functinn words and longer T-un’ts when writing commlex
sentences than when writing sileé sentences; LCC used the
same nufaber of function words and T-units on both simple arid
complex sentence constructions. - # T .

In interpreting the findings, there emerged two consider-
ations. HCC were said to be more attentive to both cgntent *
detail and structure detail than LEC, although HCC females
‘were saig to be more attentive td content detail and less atten-
tive to structure detail than HCC males. This explanation
was consistent with the defjnitional properties of cognitive
complexity regarding diversity of interpersonal experience.
Such, diversity would likely entail greater attention to detail
for HCC. ’ :

The second consifleration concerned encoding versug de-

een persons high

coding. It was suggested that whenever decoding must be mea-~ *

sured by an outside gbserver, a subject must subsequently en-
code to allow for this observation. In such a situation, then,
decoding might involve 4 two-step process not operative for *
decoding or encoding by themselves. r :
g - Ox"\der No. 77-7004, 167 pages.
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LINGUISTIC SIGNALS TO ETHNIC GROUP AND
SOCIOECONOMIC CLASS AMONG EIGHTY TEN-
YEAR-OLDS IN HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI

%

. .
-

STEWAR™, Pcnny Pelen, Ph.D.
University of Southern Mississippi, 1976

Purpé)se of the Study '

THe purpose of this study was to identify some of the lin~
guistic signal$ to ethnic group and socioeconomic class pres-
ent in the informal speech of ten-year-
drep. : .

-

3
Methodology

The linguistic informants were ejghty randomly selected”
school children. These informants were selected on the basis
of age, sex, ethnic ggg, length of residence in Hattiesburg,
and socioeconomic ckiSs. The age of ten was chosen-because
peer group influence 1s strong enough at that time that the in-
formants were predicted to speak the dialect of their peers
during'the interviews. Both males and females, Black and
White, the inférmants had to have been T@sidents of e city
the majority of theiy years between the ages of four and ten.

~ - 7 ! )

public school ¢hil- *

-

I




\]

. (€)
ERIC

N
e

a

YRR

-~

The safaple population were classified as membegs of one of .
three socioecbnomic classes ondthe basls of the occupation of
the head of the household in which the child wag living when the*
"data were collected. These socioecononiic clasges corre-
sponded to the seven olasses <f August B. Hollingshead’s “Twp
Factor Index of Social Position,” Hollingshead’s classes were

Tegrouped into upper-middle (Holljngshead’s classes one and

two), middle~-middle, (Hollingshead’s three, four, and five), and

o lower-middle, lower (Hollingshead’s six ind seven). The con-

:versatibnal.interviews, all recorded on tape, were cunducted
. With groups of two or three students.

-~ ,

~
-

The Linguistic Variables . .
. i

~The four linguisti¢ vatiables were tl) the deletion of word-
. final consenants, (2) the phonological forms of was /wa~waz~
was/; (3) the expletives theré, ‘they1t, and (4) the demgnstra-~

~ tive adjectives them/those prece@ing plural nouns. The rela-

v

\

tive frequencies of each’ of the variables’were related to ethme
gooup dnd sogioceconomic class. )

-

g;.
Conclesions ~° - - ’
e ——

- .

Word-final consonants were variably deleted more often .
when p_re'ceded by a vowel and followed by a word which began
with a-nan-vowel. .

The data on thg thrﬁekrms of was jpdicated ;' wa/ as the
preferred form Ly the Blatks and ;was/ as the preferred by'the
Whites. The expletive furmshed the clearest break between
Bla’ck and White speech because no Black informant, regardless
of socioeconomic class, used there. Fhe Blachs preferred i, «
While the Whites preferred there. The data do not determine
whether them/those as demonstrative adje'ctives preceding
plural nouns were socially diagnostic features of the Hattiesburg.
dialects. R . , ’ <

In general, the biracial composition of the city was reflected
by the contrastive levels of relative frequencies with which t
linguistic variables occurred in the data. Ethnic gryup mem-

.

-

" .bership was’the most powerful of the two paralinguistic con-

.

-

_ -ities pre

straints on the variables. Within each ethnic group, socio-
economic class was the next most powerful piu'almgmshc
constraint. Among Blacks, the use,of all‘the v3riables was

. marked by gradient, stratification between the upper and the
middle classes but sharp stratification between the middie

* class and lower class which used the stigmatized forms of the «
variables at the highest rates of relative frequency. Among .
Whites, there was gradient stratification between contiguous
socloeconomic classes, However, the.upper and middle class
White_informants used the variables at lgher rates of relative
frequency than the upper and middle class Blacks., The con-
trary was characteristic of the lower clsses among wham the
Blacks used the stigmatized forms 'of the variables with greater .,
relative frequengy. ~ Order No. 17-5975, 147 pages.
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THE DEVELOPMENT CF ENGLISH PHONOLOGY BEFORE
THE AGE OF TWO: A STRUCTURAL DESCRIP TION
OF SINGLE WORD UTTERANCES AND JEARLY. WORD
COMBINATIONS . - ’ .
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o

TAYMANS, Loretta Marie, Ph.D. _
Northwestern University, 1976 -
Adyviser: Hilda B. Fishef .
. Pre;/ious studies of phonological development in normal
children have taken the form of parental diaries or case his-

tory studies, The method of analysis has been influenced by
phone: c'theory, and the child’s pérformance has typically

peen evaluated in tefms of the adult model. In the present
stidy, the ph'oqepc productions of a single child have been de-
\sctibedﬂ utilizing both synchronic and diachronic methods of
analysis. Th,e phonological analyses, based splely on the child’s
onetic productions, were presumed tosdescribe the child’s
pnological sfstem. The-phonglogical feature statements and -
rules which resulted from these analyses represented general-
ent in the data, without a direct comparison with the
emic analysis of the adult mddel, . ’
“wo corpora of data were analyzed. The first corpus was
icted when, the child’s age was 16 months and 16 days, and
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ths and 26 days. Each tape recorded session was ap-~
;g::,g:mé'[y dn?;nsour and a half, resulting in 499 utterances and
83 different wcabulary items. . The mean lengthdf utterances
was 1904 murphemes and 1.87 syllables. The second co‘rp\u's i
consisted of three two-hour :,.amples, collected when,the child’s
age  was 17, months and 26 days, 18 munthg, and 18 months and
1 day. There were 1260 utterances and 190 vocabulary items.
The mean length uf utterances, was 1.27 morphemes, and 2.24

a3

7 syllables, >~ - R )
The child’s system was summarized in the‘form of phlono-
togical rules, which werg furmuljted for established aqd eme
ent classes of consonants, bdsed on their occurrence inpre
vocalic, intervocalic, and postvocalic functions. Phonologic iz
‘featuré statements were f_orznulated for, establis!xgd apd em r-
gent clagbes of vowe}s within major categories_,*revealihg haw
the Teatures functioned within the child’s system. Some of the
Chomsky -Halle phonetic features were redefined and alternate,
.solutions were proposed in the belief that these changes de'-
,scribed the present data ina more adequate manner.
The description of the phynetic and syllabic structure of
the thild’s utterances revealed corfsiderable expansion of the
child’s phonological system in the month that elapsed between
Corpus I and Corpus T, Analysis of word level phonology re-
vealed that the major differences in the shapes of words from
Corpus Ito Corpus I were due to an increase inthe number
% of monusyllabic words relative to the number of disyllabie
words, and an increase in postvocalic consonants, particularly
. 1n monosyllabics, but not exclusively. There were seven es-
tablishied classes of ph\ones in Corpus I and, 19 in Corpus IL
The two categories of established vuwels in Corpus I were
represented by high front {i] and luw lax [a} and [@¢]. The
two ananner classes of established tonsonants in Corpua_!ﬁ'
were repi esented’by the nasals [m] and [n], and tt’ne stops
(5], [d], and [k} oo e
In Corpus 11, there were four categuries of established
vowels. High front vowgls4ntluded [i], [1}, and [e]. The low
lax group cuntained two classes of nuclei, [a], [2], and [®]
were variants of a$ingle class of low lax vowels, while [s]
represcnted anuther class of low lax vowels. Back rounded
nuclei were represented by three established,classes of vowels,
realized as [0}, {U}, and [u}. A fourth category of mid cen-
tral nuclei had emerged, including only one’esfablished class
of phones, represented by [~ ]. T
Manner classes for consonants ‘increased from two to four |
betweendthé time of Corpus I andthe time of Corpus 1. Nasals
continued to be represented by {m] and [n]. [b], [d}, and {g]
‘were established as voiced stops, whfe [k] and tp] repre-
sented vurteless stops. [s] was the only tstablished class of
phones among voiceless fricatives. Among Yemivowels, the .
hquids (1] and [r] were both established i Corpus II. Thus, |
the phonulugical system of Corpus II included ten classes of
established cunsunants, where unly five had existed in Corpys],
and nine established classes of vucalic nuclei, where only two
had existed 1n Corpu‘s 1. Order No. _77510,093, 614 pages.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN’S CHOICE OF IN-
STRUMENT . IN AN IRREVERSIBLE NOUN RELATIONSHIP™ > .
AS AFFECTED BY TYPE OF CUE, WORD ORDER AND
"RELATIVE SIZE OF TEST ITEMS

.~

.TATTERSHALL, Sandra Suszn, Ph.D. e
University of Cincinnati, 197% / .

.. This study investigated children’s choite’of instrument in
an irrevérsible instrument-object: relationship as affected py
type of cue, word ogder of nouns 3nd relative size of test items, .
Subjects. Sixty children, fiftee;p in each age category:two
years thruugh five years, were sglected frum thuse whose par~
ents respurdied v advertisements pusted in doctur’s offices,
public library and in a campus newspaper?

: Procedure:  Forty-two tasks weére presented in‘a different
order to each of the subjects, Each task included two tangible
items which were placed in front of the child. These items

.wereselecled for their irreversible instrument -object rela-
tionship and’included examples such as knife /bread, key/lock,*
etc, Accompanying these test items were three types of cues -
spoken by the,examiner: Well Formed sentences such as “The
key is opening the lock,”; Telegraphic sentences such as
“Knife cutting bread”; Scrambled sentences such as “table the

¢

“

.

1 O . trayon is the marking”. In Half the examples, within each ver-

bal cue type, the instrument occurred in first noun position,
*“Thebrush is shining the shoe®, In the remaining examples,




&

- -«\, . .
i the expeoted ndun ordﬁ&vés réversed with the instrument i
+ second noun position, f‘The cloifi §s ironing thg iron®, In addi-
tion to the verhal cues, “there wer¥ tasks in which the ex'aminer
simply placed the test items in fr nt of the child andJgave no -
ue, Within each cide type: Well Formed, Telegraphic, Scram«
led; and No Cue, thefc were two exainples of the follewing
slze relationghips: instrument larger than ubject (L.G), in-
strument smaller than object (SM) and instrument r!quai to ob-
_Ject (EQL).
" The responses were scored for the choice of mstryment.-
Any ovért reactions to the nature:of the tasks were also re~
. ¢ cokded. *e
°  Results: The results were as follows: 1) Children in all
age groﬂps accurately identified the dyprupridh. instrument
{tem in a significant number’of cases. 2) Childten were able
to identify insfrument regardless of word-order of nouns. Five
year otds and/or those with MLU’s of 6 and 7 ignored ‘the
propex_' instrument and followed reversed noun order in 15 per-
* cent of the opportumties 3) Type of verbal cue did not sig-

-\ nificantly affect choicé of instrunient in ages 2,3 and 4 years.

"~ However, five year olds differed on choice of mstrument in No,
Cug types as cumpared with Well Forimed tasks with higher
scgres recurded for Nu Cue. 4) Develupinental trer\ds were
noted within all verbal cue tusks (WF,T,S) but not wnthin the
No Cide (NC) tasks. Itappeared that this trend reflegted the
developmentai tendence to follow word order as age axd MLU
increaset, rather than reflecting significant dctelupmégtal dif -
ferenced in chuice uf instrument scures, per se. 5) Wh&n size
seemed to make a difference, it appwred to be cmiiuund
some way with verbal cues. Thcre were nu size tffects npted

+ within No Cue tasks. 6) Fewer than 13 pertcnt of the tas
elicited overt reactions frum the chiidren When they di
react the younger children reprated muré ulten and the old
chiidren commented un surface struciure. 7) Generally, the
' children in this study attended to the nun-verbal infur maticn
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vinherent int tfe ubjects andhdid not attend tu verbal cues untii v
+ five years. ' is
¢ ecommenddtivns. The Study Shuuld be replicated on a

larger sample to verify these results. If it appears from fur-
ther study that children yourder than five years rcly pr\xmnrily
on non -verbal infermation as_{ndicated i in this paper, them this
would be of interest to those whu need td cummunrcate to young
children. Also, “frum the results repirted here, it scems @ap-
parent that in order to fucus chiddren’'s attention on the verbal
b 7 ‘cue,sone must build in anibiguty into the non-verbal sitdation.
This latter suggestiuvn may be importanCto those tr)mg to re-<
mediate language disorders in )’Oung children.
Order No. 77-11,234,
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COGNITIVE STRATEGiEb AND CHILDREN'S ABILITY TO
MAKE iNFERENCE;S FROM LINGUISTIC IMFORMATION

-

WEISBERG, Audrey.E Ph.D.
City Umversity of New York 1977

- AN

+ Adviser: Louis J. Gerstman
- . "

This sfudy investigated the ability of 4 <10 yea..r old Sub~
jects to recognize and integrate semantic inforrmtion from
utterances containing the spatial terms 1n front of and 1n back

of. Subjects were assessed for acquisition of the spatial con-
‘cepts being investigated and subsequéntly took part 1n a lan-~
( Buage processing and sentence recognition task. The regults

{'g.v

-

QE indxcate thatl):n en processing linguistic information which sug-
‘ lgh 1gasts easily imageable spatial arrays, gubjects-were-able to
v 4 mmpteiﬂerence. When processing hinguistic 1nfor-
: »..,\}}’ mation for whiel 1t was more difficult to form an 1mage, in-
:c;\. t’erentiai abiiities decreased. However, regardiess of the
N

presence or absence of easily i eable sntuations all subjects

-
‘had difficulty recognizing semaﬁgcgaiiy synonymous utterances,
‘The relationship of the Piagetfan operations of reversibility,

transihvity, and decentration to linguistic processing was also
investigated. We Wd that the achISiti?n and stabili¥’
zation of these conck€te opgrations mighUacliitate the con-~

struction and integration of semantic ideas.
was not supported. .

o A*match/mismatch model, which accounts for incomplete *

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
g

t

v
'
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This prediction
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processmg of iinguistlc infdrimation, is deseribed. ‘The mode] )
efficiently predicts subjects’ poor recognition And' integration
of semantic 1deas suggested by Linguistic 1nformation contajn
mg the spatial arrays being investigated. Different theoret{cal
po‘s:tions are discussed related to the strategies empioxed by
—10 year old subjects which result 1n incomplete Processing
"of linguistic information, and hence 1nadequate comprehension
and judgement of .semaptic equivaience

"Order No. 77-9960, 65 ‘Pagds,

-~

*

¢

.
.

. .

L]
GOSSIPING; OR, THE CREATION OF FICTIONAL LIVES,
BEING A STUDY OF THE SUBJECT IN AN URBAN
AMERICAN SETTING DRAWING UPON VIGNETTES FROM,
UPPER MIDDLE CLASS "LIVES

e

. Ed

YERKOVICH, Sally Marie, Ph.D.
University of Pennsylvania, 1976 =~

-

Barbar} Kirshehblatt-Gimblett-

This is a rcpurq uf:2n iﬂVEbﬁK{iO“ of gossiping as a way
of speaking--an expressne mud daterdgtivn in vur society.
Gossiping is viewed as a distinctive eommumcative practice
showing pattern un the levels of situatiun, intdrpgrsounal inter-
action, and conversation. \ 3
For the study a year of participant vbservation field work
%as cunducted in an upper middle ¥lass urban American neigh-
* byrhood. Observations and conversativng were recorded in
traditional ethnographic manner as field notes written at th
end of each day. The*field notes constitute the body\g{;iata.
used to formulate conclusions about gossiping. oA
Gossiping was fourd to be a form of sociable interaction

i‘or the uppeg nuddle class group under observation, It is de-
pendent upon the strategic management of information through
the creation of others as “moral characters” in (Mk., At the
same time, because it is a sociable process, the content of the
talk is not as important as the interaction,which the talking sup- .
ports: The sucial relationships amung the gossipers and the
situativnal facturs necessary for gussiping are aisoimportant
defining feitures for this way of speaking. Famiharity. a con< =
genial definition of a sitmation, and moral characterization -
emerge as important cuncepts for the understanding of gos-
siping as a miudel of cwwersatiunal interaction tn ongoing re-
lationships. .

Familiarity for bosstping ilnplies a 9uc1al~ relatignship in
which social distanee is minimized, in whieh bivgraphical in-
formation about selves apd others is shared, and jin which mu-
tual concerns Jead tosthe deyelopment of shared knowledge *
* about not only everyd"iy and esoteric interests but_also eval-
vative q‘ntcgorus cuncerning ways of actigg/dnd 1nteracting

The situatiun fur gussiping is defined by the individuals in-

'teracting within a particular setting, a specific physical space

and time. The identities of the participants as either active or .

passive gossipers along with the prerequigite hmiinnty com-

ine to create a Situation congenial to gossiping.”

‘Once the situation is defined as having the appropriatg per-
onnel, the gosgiping process may begin This conversational .
r,actice involves ‘the use of information in a manner suoh that

i{ becomes “gussip” rather than an exchange 'of information®

abuut absent peuple. Redaying informdtion is significant to the

gdssipers but it tuust'be dyne strategically in urder to be ef~
fettive, The right pw‘;ie must be tuld abuut the right things

at the right timg, thus the n¢ed fur fanyliarity and a cungonial

sithation. -

. 'In gussiping, infurmatiun is presented 4n a certain way and
then the way, the nianper in which the lni'unnatiun is presented
fs implicitly or explicitly justified Ly the gXsiper.* The infor-
matiog usually cunsists of  eomment upun the behavior of a

vthird absent individuyal, Thé gossiper need iiot make a judg- -
ment upon the behavior itself. He may simply present it ag’
interesting or salient. The gossiper by his comments presents
the behavior as sanctionabie therei‘ore the comments the gos-
siper makes may be seeh as “moral” and his characterization
of the behavior of the third person becompes a morai charac~.«

- terization. 4

- Moral characterizations draw upon the pax’ucipants shared .
knowledge ol one another and theis shared evaluative catego-
ries to form apother part of their shured universe, While de-
scribing an absent party, tife substance of the moral tharac-
terjzations serves also t(_»‘reinforce the existing social bon'd'
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. of the gossipers Gossiping allows the pafticipants to updgte ' ° RV L : ot w ., ‘
g s théir relationship in terms of their own and-others’ recent ac- Loovae L S Y . .
A .
w7« tivitles and tn terms of their shared view.of social inter- . . ) . oo L
7+ action, . u . 2 ST C - A
RO Viewing gossiping as a soclable commumczmve proces&ah .. ) M ) Se
loWs for a focus upon more than the information relayed dnd .5 s . . o R .
*  its fanction,, Gossiping depends upon other interactional fac- e, i © - y t0 »
tors and forms an integral part of the-social rglationships of g , v ’ < + ) -
. .the individyals involved: - * . NI .t P
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