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The concept of phrases or ¢pmmon word

referred to in this papgr, is not nhew. As early /as 190&, Huey

L J

stan (p. 115).

noted that, "Lnitary recognition of phrases ie very common in
t apart

reading, for mentally the words do

In a related statement, he clained/that,

L]

ment of ease and power in reading comes through increasing

’

e reader 8 acquire—

The need to teach '

-

readers to attend to phraseg has rey ently been cited by Harris

- ability to rgad in larger units (p. 16).

- and Sipay (1971, 1975), Bethant (Y970), Dallmann, Rouch, Char ~

. ‘... . .
and DEBOOT (1978) ' ' . ®
The purpose of this investigation was io identify carnon two-
1) - o«
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'wofas needed to be analyzed.

' /////// - i ’ ' . . Bopkinelnoe -2- '
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Procedures -

. - . .

. = B}
Ad stated in the paper- by Moe and Hopkins (1978), the inves-

tigators befieved that. in order to s@%ssantiate claims that. they
~ : o :

had identified certain phrases which weré uséd with any degree

‘of regularity in printed materials, a minimum of 50,000 running
[

Sanples of hundreds of tWsusands of

» . -

.
words were thougﬁt-to be the most desfrable. To obtain a'language
¢orpus of'acceﬁtable size, the ?nvestigatora selected 250 widely
read, highly ‘recommended picture booke\for children puﬁbished

betveen the years 1928

and 1977. . o Y

-

The complete text of each of the trade books frequently read

by primary-grade children was(ieypunched resulting in a sample of
]

202,76%‘uprds. The text sgesl was' then analyzed ‘via the Mog and’

'Hopkine (1978) computer program designed to identify recurring

word strings. ‘The program is designed to identify all comsecus

tive two-word and three-vord strings occurring in tlie corpus.

Ipfor&gtion regarding the total humber of tuo-vord and three-word

strings encountered and the number of dﬂéferent strings represented

is. provided on the nrintout; The frequency with wvhich the strings

)

occur is tabulated beside the listing of each individual word

r
- . ” s

group. ! . -.

Findings .
‘ jHitbin ‘the total corpus there were:170,249 two-word strings.
’ o ‘

Of this' number, 85,511 different strings were identdfied. However,
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only 89 of these different two-word strings occurred 100 times or

’

' moTe in the corpus. The strings,- their irequency of occurrence,
H

‘and the percentage of the total corpus they represent are. presented

a

in Table 1. . f- . - SR
- . N | I
.......... L
Insert Table Y about here . '
T ’ o . .- : Lo
f “N ,
........... I T . T e
5R

. There were -14i,018 three-word strings eqcot.mtered in the

3

corpus,. 120,024 of which were-.different, nernin'g thag only 15%
F 4 ‘ . € * . A
of them occurred moresthan oné time in the text: 'Only two of .
. - ' ’

the three-word strings occurred more than 100 times. 'Table 2
. . . [

contains a listing of the tem most _common three-word strings’

1S 4
and their frequency of occuri’.ence. :
/
- - } /
4 - “ ! !
Ihsert Taple 2 about here’ ®
.- E e e e e etm = e - - e ..~ - - - P ’
» \

1f one conside‘rs the cumtlative frequency of .all mo-word
t

‘

strings occurtd.ng more'than 100 cines, it can be seen that these
B
89 stfings account for 10.32 of all etrings ocourring in text.

~

. e . ’ .
For three-word strings, the twvo strings that occur more than 100

-
.

— . * . ¢ * ° . . M 4 -
"times account for .152 of the tptal number of strings in thé corpus.
- - - r ’ - .
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There are several pbaservations to be dade abou? ‘the word
'y . LToe

te

strings eppearing\ in Tables 1 and 2. First, vhile tixe cumulative
frequency of the two-word phrases 15 not geedingly high, it is of "v‘.

inte‘res“t to look at the individuﬂ vords wh‘ make up the two-uor(
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phrases occurring 100 times or more.

~. ' N <
It is possible tﬁat there

*

could have been l78‘different vords represented in these 89 phrases.

However, because of the ereéteJ use of ceértain words, only 68

.

I
\differeﬁt vords were used and the majority of these uords (75%)

are within the 100 nost frequently occurridi\bords on the Carroll,

Davied Ricﬂnan (1971) wird list. Table 3 contains a listing of

these woi&s and chqif frequency of occurrence. ' -
- ‘ . : —— i ' __’ - <
‘ Insert Table 3 .about here ‘) . ':_
. ’ K '3
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A second observation toc be nadé is that’these common word -
e

strings are derived from the text of trade books commouly used

with primary grade childten, books which typically are written
without the vocabulary control found in textbooks, pérticularly
basal readers, written:for primary-grade students. .The tnves-

.

tigators suspect that had the corpus been based on text materi-

als used in the primary grades, the common ;T!ings would have

occurred with greater frequency.

-

The third observation deals with a cdmparison of the common

strings identified in the present study with the common strings

~
~

or phrases ogcurring on tp@ Dolch Sight Phrase Cards (1948).

. Vd . .
Dolch's phrase cards represent combinations of the 95 commonest *

¥ nouns and the 220 words on the Dolch basic sighé vocabulary list.

. ' \
Of the 144 phrase cards, none of the 76‘%hree‘wor9 phrases appeared

wvithinr the ten most common three-word étrings_in the present study.

It sbould be 'pointed out, however, that if one examines the first

two words in.Dolch's three-vord/bhréses, 35 of these also appear

' .?opkinsll‘o; e
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in the 1list of

-
-

’ ;;"
) ttfe pl"es'snt inv;‘j'ti.gation:

’

A . -t
The 1mescéators believe. that the results of ‘this study are
A ) )

directly appli&ble to classroom reading instriction. * $ince a

‘n word strings can be igentiﬁed in text, and were
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. 1aBLE 1,

MOST ‘COMMON TWO-WORD STRINGS

.
Al

Hopkins/Mbe -6+«

- M -
%2 of.Total .
String Frequency Strings -Cunulat}ve
.o Encountered Frequency '
- —)’: — -
in the 1153 .68 0.68
of the 862 . .5l 1,19
to the. 714 .42 ©1/61
and the 653 .38 1.99
on the 692 4 . ¥ 2.3
said the 406 26 v 0 2.58
he waks &7 .22 2.80 I 4
it was 369 .22 3.02° ..
And he | nr .19 3.21
at the 315 SUREPAS ¢
vas a ) 297 S i A N 3.57
into the 4 285 g9 . 3,74
all the 279 .16 . 3.90
he said 261 - .15 4.05 .
in a 258 ‘.15 4.20
out of 254, .15 4.35
a little 240 14 ;449
the little 234 .14 4.63
there vas 224 .13 4.76
for the 222 13 4.89
1 am, 216 13 5,02
"to be 210 > -, .12 714
he had-. \ 206 .12 5.26
from the 197 .11 5.37
for a 195 S bt "5.48 :
and a 182 .11 5.59 ’ ¢
with a 178 .10 5.69°
and 1 370 107 5.79
on his 169 . e .10 5.89
of his 163 ( 1d 5.99.
his mother 163 ' *.10 - 6.09
1 have 159 .09 . 6.18
with the 158 .09 . 6.27 1
it is 158 .09 6.36
to see 158 .09 "6.45 .
1 will 1564 .09 6.5% . .
vent to’ “154 _ .09 . 6.63
began to 153 .09 6.72
when he * 153 . .09 6.81
but the 19 - .09 6.90°
. ; . .
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' . ' TABLE x{ - Contipued ~ '
® ¢ A
. s . Z of Total ¥
: . " String Frequency Strings (FZunulative
: ‘. L Encountered req-ugncy .
«
e \ . - N - B - -
S and she 149 L .09 . 6.99
’ ./~ she said 148, -~ P9 @ 7.08
A . ablg - . 148 /89 " N SYA
. - in his 148 m .09 7.26
"+ _ she was 4 145 .08 7.38
‘to get 144 .08 7.42
. ' had a - 144 .08 ~" 7.50 ,
’ . and they 144 .08 7.58 o
have a . 141 - .08 7.66 ¢
. the water 139 .08 7.74
§ou are 137 .08 7.82 <
’ through the 137 .08 7.90
© «  the suq-/ 137 .08 7.98
r the othe 1137 .08 8.06
' to go . 135 .08 *8.14
‘like a 134 .08 8.22
. going to 134 ..08 8.30
“ ‘ they were 134 .08 . 8.38
R the moon 134 .08 8.468
X . e up and’ 132 .08 8.54 .
. C ,on a } . 129 .08 8.62
TN Co { down the 128 , .08 8.70
, / the way 128 .08 . 8.78
, he could 126 107 8.85
. - and then 126 .07 8.92
: " came to 123 -7 .07 8.99,
. . over the 123 .07 ¢ %.06
v when the ) 121 .07 - 9.13
~ e ..—.  as he pYAR .07 9.20" :
.the man : 119 .07. 9.27
ther he- 119 T 207 9.34
. the tree 117 .07 9.41
. one day . 17 ) .07 9.48
\ . of a . 116 .07 9.55 ,
) is a 115 - g7 9.62
. g« and Ms - . 115 07 9.69 .
' with his %13 07, 9.76
up the 113 .07 983" -
. . he went . - 113 .07 9.90
‘ . " the big 105 .06 9.96 1"
) are you : 106 > .06 10.02
to his 103 .06 10.08
. ) . .
. : P s X
- - - * . ' ‘
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e TABLE 1l - contipued

.
.
j;;
-
.

e % of Total

. uCunu ative”
‘
Fre?uency strings Freq i oy

gpcountered
) §

\J Y

back to .06 .20
but he : .06 .20
by the : . .06 "10.
the door .06 " 3T
did not . .06 . .38 .
the sky ., .06 A
~do you .06 .50

kY
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’ TABLE 2~ ;‘ - ‘, .'O . . i v )
~ N v . P cr ;' . B
) MOST COMMON THREE-WORD- STRINGS , : o T
. - . ’ e w ¢ L3 .
J"'; ¢
] i = s
, % of Total .° Ny T
‘) ’ (SRR . ¢ ' L3 »
String. Frequency Strings . giquative ) et .
" ’ . Encountered . qu@nc?‘ s " ’
. ‘ « .

K

. . out of the . 113 08 - -.08 ~ -
4 there was a 191 .07 ' ‘.15 :

. * went to -the 59 ‘ .04 -t .19 ' ’
- ’ it vas a . 58 06 . .23 -
back to the ‘ 47 *.03 .26
up and down 40 Sooe3 .29

.80 to fhe 39 ©o.03 . © .32 - .
the of ©37 . .03 . .35 . v
came to the’ 36 - 202 . 37, .

' said the man 36 .02 .39 .
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. . * TABLE 3* LS ‘ ,
-— ‘ ) . . ' - ) B . w’ ,
o YRRQUWCY‘ OF WORDS FO:UND IN TWO-WORDY STRINGS C o - .
- [ ] R R
* ) S — N
. ' — . T 6- ’ . T
. . . Preqmcy (as found - Frequency ‘(as found '
Woxd in dtrings occurring Wofd in strings occurring
‘ . 100 times or more) |8 100 times’ or more)
L el .. .
. - — f
’ " the 29 an* ° 1. ” ‘
: W o 8" . . 13 be -1 ‘e
v _lg . 12 from 1. .
) . 11 . mother* 1
: Y and 9 see 1
his 7 ©will -1 .
b vas’ . 5T . began* 1
" of 4 . " getyly 1 . - .
e I 4 weter - , L %
- you . 3 p through* * 1
with 3 sun* 1
- said ) ~ 3 ' other 1
on * 3 go* 1
in , 3 ltke 1 \ i s
itw . 2 going* 1 '
litgle ¥ 7 2 were - 1 . -7
for 2 moon* . 1
had 2 down v 1 : /
f . have - 2 . way .1 ) .,
, T 1s . 2 ., gould D ‘
' went* T2 . cme* 1 .
T vhen . 2 over 1 - .
. but 2 -, as 1 v
she 2 ‘mani 1
bigh 2 tree* S -
they ' 2 one it .
. are . o2 day* ' 1
B . T 2 back*. 1 . .
- —- then S 2 by 1 ’ .
: at D door* * !
‘ +into ’ 1 did 1.
: " all ) not ' . 1
out - 1 sky* vV
there 1 do 1 .
*Denotes vord not within the 100 most frequently occurring words on the
. Carroll, Davies, Richman (1971) uord list '
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