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o 1

N Thg'prépéktion of children going to noh-public elementary and &

" secondary schools in the United States has been declining rather con-

. Lo X s .,
o " sistently for the last decade and a half. In 1959-60, about 147 of

hY

American schoelchildren attended private and parochiélfschools.' By o

- . . ~ - 7]

1975-76, it was estimated- that only about 9% were attending such schools‘

~ ~
¢ .

ERTE T 4 ("Scﬁbol Enrollment Trends;," 1976). Mady Teasons have been giveﬁ for s

L d
.

P the continual decline in -the non-public shate of pre-gollege eﬁ%olhnenc;

. for example, the large additigﬂj/LO‘school tuition costs, the out«ard
. 3 ! ‘ & ' . .

. hd i - .
!!’~. . . -egpansion of metropolitan hpusing, and a decreasing influence o# the
L RN = \ N P
. . g -7 ¢ ~ ,
religious perspective in an increasingly c®smopolitan natiop (Adamg,”
f . . . . ) 4
. M s . . - -
1976) . ' R .

-
- (3

The decline in non-public enrolidents, however, hag shown some *
. ?irked variations by ilocation and by type of school. While -Rgman ,
N . ¢t

Catholic-affiliated schools--which even today "contain over three-

[

quattérs of the total non-public school enrollment in the U.S:--have -,;
- L]

had major declines in their school populations, enrollments in schools | .

“an_ 7

sponsored by certain other religious denominations have been on the

i
. - . P} 4 . .

increase. Schools sponsored by evangelical Protestant groups ,/‘ .
@ ¢ " i )

increased in enrollment'f;om 1965 to 1975 by'a fagtor.of 4 or 5, Othen;

. : . R P EC

school groups-:hon-pecta;ian private schools‘and i&fherén—&ffilia;e&
) P Y .

- - »

- g

’ - LA 3 .
. schoolg, for example, haverhad essentially comstant or modestly increas- -
- s M .

. ing enrollments over :;}s—peq}od (Erick;on, et al.,.f§77). ) .

oo g v T
The Southery U.S/ states have shown a marked difference from the

%

- rest of the country in their non-public school enrollment‘trends.~x1n

[ J - -

. . the Northeast, the Midwest, and the Western.states, the proportion af
- L4 ‘ a .

ol e co. students attending noﬁ-publig schools declined by one-third be'tween

-




1960 anmd 1975. ‘However, the non-publit share has rigﬁn in the Sough;

eastern states--their share having_iné&eased from about 6% to 9% during

=, R IR . © - '
, . R ’ . , *

. . those years. . te

. v . . .

B - . - ’ . .
Smallfr and larger cities in.the 'sgme general area seem tq have -

. : 4 . ’
- \ experienced similar chepges in their non-publig ghares of schiool enroll-
. ments. Thi%s suggasts that brodd regional sub-cultural factors are )

responsigle for a large 'part of'tﬁe'diiﬁérential trgnds.that?are’occuring.

. . .
-~ *

s , It may be, for example, that’ increased real incomes among Southern

. -~ . ®

c & protes%ant families have enableé-that gzoﬁp'to select parochidl schooling
. , REY ,

T as a viable alternative more than in‘the past. In contrast, the aging
L . - ~ . e

. and increased assimilation of the heavily Catholfc Europeap immigrant -
. * b .

- .

N ;&9opulation of Eastirn éné Midwestern cities and towas has no doubt béen

Al * - . s
« . .

. ° . 1 -,

- . an important factor -in the major declines im pon-public school #enroll-
. : e . .5 LT

' mer¥ in these ‘places. L < S

' When these Broad cg}tural‘aﬁd.ebonoﬁic fartots are taken into
-

-
. ]

vt account, however, a‘nagging question remdins in many people's minds--
13 - d R

© 3 . : - . ’ -
and that is to what éxtent -daes the issue of race enter the picture.
. . S
. s b . / ." . 'I. i .
. ‘ ! More pareicularly, it has bgen suggested that non-public schools are

A F

'increasingiy being used ay a refﬁge by sthite families seeking to avoid

v -
~

AV . B . .
. . experiences of racial_ integration or an unfavorable racial balance in

. L b )
ks : Such a hypothesjs, ;? shewn to be correct, ‘could account, for
. . : t . RNYA ST oo .

N . esample, for the d stinctive enrbllmedt treads experiended by, the

o,

» -

Ametican South.

schoolg concen

.-
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‘more commorr to Northern and Western cities. Ag a conseqlence, Southern
B * e : ' C -~ » . . o el I3 : ! ' . : - |
- ] white parenFs are more likely to have experienced an increaied risk of

) hawving their children assigned 60 a publlc schoot with a negatively
s . . [
. valued rac1a1 composition. ThUS' it may be this regional dif:erential

v

- in increased risk of pub!xc school,integratlon rather than any regional R
L o , / /7 ‘e -

i “ . differential;, #ith ,respect to changes in capacity to financially sup- hd

- - L d

. port nog-public schools that may be réggbnsible,jo%’the'régional varia-
/ N -° ' . . :
. . tions in non-public school enrollment trerds. J/

* * . - . . * : '

04 -
i

o
if ﬁfite families are Jdsing non-publiC'gchools as alternatives to

. ' ‘, * undesired‘racial ncterogenewty in the public schools, racial variables . <

2 -
~t . -

should be found :o be signiimcant in other ways than marely acsounting

-
’ A\

, for regxonal varzations in entollment trends. . . . ‘

' - L . _ L .
In éarticulaf, it day be that within.a geograpﬁic'regioJ; dis€ricts
% N # b

that have a“larger black public school ;opulation or that have experienced

Jlarger incrg%ses in this population or whose public schools have experi-

PR enced the most extensive desegregation may.be the same-distrigts that

-
] . -

! _ have experiemced the least declines or the 'greatest increases ‘in non- : .
' . : ) ' N

. .- ,p'ublic schqol lenrellmenﬂs by White Students.

.
of cburse, merely éinding an as§2}iation between a school éystem's

H -
racial composition or its desegregation.gctivfties and non-public

- «
°

school enroliment does. not.,prove a case of causality. However, it is

e N
>

‘ . : B .
- pgssible to statistically control on several factors that are also

[

P correlated with the racial variables in order to develop a better

.
»

.o unde}standing'about the probable validity of a causal. hypothesis that.

- L

"links race factors ,in public school Eﬁfollgent with non-public enroll-

, ', ments by whites. At any event, it.is such a premise which hds guided . .

° »
. . - ~ ~

this research. »

-
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t It is 1mportant to note that factors that may be associated with

-
N

‘Qor even.responsible for) a high proport;on of dhites attegding non-

- s
1 s Al

.7pbblic schoqls may not be the same €actors that .are related to causing

. . Y
. . . . . - ’ -

Y = -~ .
- hanges in the whites' non-public school proportion. In other words,

v

l
aidentifying determlnants of a trend is not the same as identiﬁiang

determlnants of an initial state. In fact, there 1s a cettain degree

~ N h 3
of regression towards the mean, here, since in our data a high initial
proportion of white non-public enrollment is associated with a decrease

L4

_ v in percent nom*public enroliment by whites. Thus, our analysis will

. - “ v
v

. focus on factors that ma2y be responsibl or thanges in non-public
*

-

enrollment by white students ratber than correlates and causes of the

-
-

city's white pbpulation's eurrent level of non-public school usage.
- - ’
Secondly, it should be noted that ‘changes in the proportioanf
-« ) .4 »
whites attending‘non-pubfit schools are generally the result of i'

” i

.combination of three distinot demographic processes: (1) unequal
?

éxternal migra®on 4ates by'pubirc- and non-public- attending pupils,

v ’1 ) .
" (2) unequal numbers of transfers between the two types of schools; and

(3) varjations between entering gnd departing oohorts -in their distri-

bution of choices of schooling. Untortunately, withodt individual-level

AY

data collected’ longit*:dinally, it is impossible to di's,tinguiSh among
- ‘\ . .

these processes. Né#erth?iess, to the extent that any of these pro-

*

)

-

cesses are the result of white reactions to the racial_composltion and . .,

. .
desegregation‘of public schools, the net effect is the seme.® Our goal

. - ‘ . - ) -
in this paper, is to determine Whether such a net effect does in fact~\

_exist, R . .
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) ‘fn order to examider the role of ra'ce",in'rece'nt non-public’school
Y . ! \ . : : -
. ) . enrol lment trends ﬁemograpnlc and school enrollm.ent data on 157 u.s.

s

citles were gathered from 1960 #&nd 1970 U.S. Census reports and from =

-
Y

récent articles and papei's orn school and residential segregation within..’
- * U.S. cities (Coleman', et al., 1976; Sorensen, et al., 1975; Farley,

. .ot
> . = 4 .

1975; Rossell, 1975-76). 1In addition, data from a 1968 :survey of civil

-
.

. N
.

) rights and schoof politics in non-southern U.S. cities were obtained -

. .

o . ’ . . .
. to use in measyring the racial and educational political climate ihy
- L ha

these c1t1e§ (Xirby, et -al., 1979) - ) .

Since éach source of data covers a dlfﬁerent tml\erse of cities, _

- - ¥ *

much of the analysis- is based on liss‘than 157 citi.as. in addition', - :

-
L]

since Ro more recent “comparable déxnog‘raphic and school énroll- - . L ’
. * R 3‘

ment data ‘are available, the findiﬂgs admittedly-la'ck some currency. -
. . L '4 . .
Nevertheless, it is hoped thaf threy-can be useful in approaching an .

. T
> -, \ . ’ - 2,

understanding of the relationship of racial factofrs to recent trends

. . » T
v . .

. ) : in enrollment of white students in non-public schools.

.
- . * - -

, L. . "The i'argest 62 of the 157 cities in 6ur data- pool are listed in

.
- P

F’igure 1, along with the proportion of their white schoolchildren who - »

4
.were enrolled in non- public schools in 1960 and 197 ‘As e)-:pected

. : Southern cities and, to a 1esser extent,‘Northern cities with relative\ll'. '

- ’ - “ D -

. L P R
large black populat’ion*re th'E cities vgho\sé non-public, enrollment o0 e

. ‘ ! \ * D0 . N )

- share increased during the 1960's. 1In déscending order according to .°
- * . ‘ 3 L - . > ! ~ s

the size of the increase,, tl’yare Washington, D.C., Atlanta,, ‘Kangas -

-

¢ 0
;

~

-

ey
; Eity, Tampa Miami, Jacksonville, Charlotte, Dallas, Nashvgle, ‘,("o‘

‘s
<

* - ! .
- !.‘ ’

< i . . .

* . -~ * " 4

H L4 -

. '5 . P
o ‘, .. . .J . . 7 . , . ‘ ,‘:_u - ‘.r"

. Birming?m, Fort Worth, Philadelphia, Detroit, Newark, New York éle'y
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entrollment /decl,ined. The contrar;\)attarn ig.obserwed for the non-South:
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T P N Qa‘kland 'Lhe, smaggraciti,ns with '"the\greatesa increases were, -
- :;rp‘ T‘-'?L- ‘}f > . . s - ~ .
;}\ R vs lzocated in sinular area\s of the country' ) Jackson, Mis's., Mt. Vernon,
A :
e " S va "Zork., Atlantic Cztf East ?St.» Louis, Durhan, N Cw, and Chester, -
Y ’}. N 7.. P ¢ " ) ‘ *
ol . Pennsylvan.ia 0ve~ra.11 * the correlation between tj_e racial. compbsition’
’. .\‘ ' , ot @ - - R . \\/ k4
. ( . .of thg public schools in 1960 and the}changelin the proportion of white
1“'5‘ . o e : N * o <
o S schooIchildren atgndzng non- public schoo’ls was quite fugh (r = .46)..
-‘ ,‘ . -
P " Of the_ 157 cities in our data -base, 48 are in the portion of the
' 4 - : .
. . ' .-
- r ., [: Southern U.S. thatt reéained considerable elements of its two tier
. . . b ..
R I edq;:at:%nal- systiem after the 1954 Suprene Court dtcision on segregated
! & — K .
‘~ F ' * o. >y . . s 3 & '3 - N
A s'z:hoa}.‘s. Beca‘use of 'théir-.obv:.ougl’y distmct initjial differences from
- K ~ hi » r - ’
the remaining c1t1és, and because, as We shall see, the pattern of
e ~ . f -
. . -, relationship between nbn-pt)xblic school enrollment and/éiqus predictors
. o diﬁfers s:.gniqfig;,_,\ly between South--and ”hon-South’ " ye will consider
. - the two broad national regions separately in our- analys:.s. 0f_ oourse, C e
. S . . . , . w .
t this means that ou" degrées of-freedom become severely limited, and ‘ y
. . - some cbnsuieration must be given to the pd‘blllﬁ}' that sampling - %
R .
- variation may be \“responsib}e for results that would normally be regarded
, as substa'ntively important. .’ ) : .
’ . * - - LA
.- - L. - - ) . * . ', . - . . . /
- . Table ] gives the means and standard deviations the variables
. S i . . . . ) .
™~ Q . we ghall consider initially in out analysis. ‘Wile the regioral dif- :
. - - . * . . .
. 4?\' - SN feﬁences in-trends L\'non public ,=€nr,ollment by white pupil& are fot so
. Pe .
) . ,/{ strik‘ing as we may have been 1ead to expect from overall national data,
“, . ]
f L there are some interestmg differences. While SOUthern cities experi-
T ' - -t » - y Lo
_ _— epced an increase in the slyre of whité &lementary schoq’l enrollment .
L | . A N
going %o non-public sd‘l‘uob,{.he non- pui)\H.c share of high schooI 3 . o
= — o =




N ' Dependent:

] i . . .
=8 ~f.':h::mge in the proportion of whlte
schoolchildren who attended
. " non-public schools, 1960-1970

4,35 ¢

- o ’ ) = Table, 1 4
Ty Means and Standard Deviaﬁ%;‘ns, South and non-South )
. = o . ’
.:,:?ﬁs - -
AR S ' SOUTH NON-SOUTH
e Yenables N=48 except N=109 except
X ‘ . where noted where noted
L s . Mean . Stapd. Dev.! * "Mean Stand. Dev.
i ol ) - _ ! -
37 ;' L N

*Percent Increase, Number
‘Yhite Schoolchlldren, 60-'70
Ciange in Pupil: Racial Segrega-

3—29.967‘7;——" “7%.39

‘. All grades, K-12° ., +1.00% . ~1.90% . 4,51
* . . Elementary, K-8 ) e +1.87% 4,62 -2.66% > 4:49
. High School, 9-12 : - -0.667% 4,87~ +0.53% 5.67
- . ) . ) -
P . . \
Indegendent;. - . , - " ‘ ’
. ~Race—rglated ) , L& ’ o
s Percent Black,,Publlc Schools, 1960 32,487% . 14.35 20.847 . -14.84
- l’ercent Increase, Number _ - . . : r . . L
“* "Black Sc‘ﬁoolch11dren, '60-'70 +3.07%  29.65 +76 237, 67.03™
"b’i-»"

+7 917"""" 39.63

~

tion Index, Pub., Sch., '67-'7Q . -13,48 13.49 25.97% 11.82
s Change in Teacher Rac1a1 Segrega— - . .
tion, Index, '65'70 L o =54.37.  26.30 -7.94%  17.30
. ’. ._ﬁb R E ,..‘,,'~ .
Noh—raCe ;ariab;les ‘ .
e . . . ~ -
~.4 . Proportion enrolled in non-'pubhc . L, 7 .
. ", schools, whites) 1960 . ! . 12.69% 7.93 24.,39% ,11.39
_ size of City (LN avg., 1960, 1970 - ) -
... - _ ‘populatiop) . 10.15 . - .0.82 10.40 0.95
-7 Age’ of Housing (Pei-,cem: housi:ng e DL R
Lbuilt before 1950) . 47.24% 14.28 t.66,007% 18.20 |
4 Central_City*"vs Sumn;p_ . o 0.94 . 0.24%° :0.86 0.35
= Y o N 1 Y :
'i o .2 - ), . . - )
- s 1] ‘ . -
» ) ’
. . 4 K -
. ’ . 13 ! 4
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non-public enrollment shares for elementary schools declined in most -
’ '. ‘v PR

cities, but " the mean value for'hiéh school students actuél}i increaséd.
" The Souﬁhern and non-Southern cieles had very different experlences,
. ~— -

of racial demogﬁaphic change in the 1960' The 48 Southern cities we

/ .

) studied sta;ged “the 1960 s with a much greater proportion of blacks

« . 4

aimong theirpublic school students than did the remaining 109 cities:

. . . o
On the other hand, they experienced smaller increases of black g#fdents

during the decade, both in absolute terms and relative to white pupil
hd . .

‘ .
increases during the decade. However, public schools in the South did

13 hd d -
. :

.expefience greater desegregation, both in terms of pupil assignment and
<. : - : - .
in terms of faculty desegregation. The index meaguring the level of

racial segregation of teachers declined-by‘an average of half its
. . ’ -, A

¢ v ‘' . : - .
maximum value between 1967 and 1970 iA the Southern cities. While

student segregation declined by only a fourth as much, this was still

lwicelthe,desegregation experienced by the non-Southern cities during

- . ,
H =

this period. ~ . . -
- A . LY

Within each region, -thesesracial factors were associated to vary-

ing degrees with changes in'the’distribution of white schoolchildren to

to public.and don1pub11c'schobling (Table 2). Among the™ ”’ies of each

region, the _higher the proportion‘black in the public schools in 1960

. the greatér the non~pub11cisector s share af the white enrollment in

.public enrolliment increa§es.gere ekperienced in cities with greaﬂer

.
-

1970, net of}its 1960 share. The produqt moment correlations were high,

. - T ) - -
on the order of .4 in each wegion. Among non-Southern gcities, non-

. £ ..
A . 6‘ - [
decreases (or smaller increages) in the white school age population,.

egpecially relative to .changes in thé-b%gfk school age population,

-
A .
+ . ’ N
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Table 2..

Correlations with Increases

[
[
-~

) H
tn Non-public

School Shares of White ‘Students,

-
-\
-

'1960-1970

4

L)

Dependent Vdriables:

Increase in Percent Noﬁ-Public,
Whites, All grades

E: Increase.'gtédes K-8
H: Increase,/grades 9-12

#

All schools

South

- Nori-South

-2

- (N=157 except Non-South .
Independent Variables: where noteg) (N=48..) ' (N=109...) (¥=109...7 .
Percent of 1960 public , . " 3
+ school enrollees who +.47° +.36 +.44 E: +.35
were black Q0 H:+.51
'Perceaé Increase in d o ‘
number of black school-  -.02 <  -.17, +.09 S S,
children, 1960-1970 , 0 0
Percent Increase in- . | . . KE .
‘number+of white school-  -.08 411 -.37 B e
children, 1960-1970 e o C
Decrease in Pﬁbliq.schooi oo - - .
Racial Segregation .25 +.33 +.12 E: +,28 _E: +.16
‘(Dis”similarity Index), (N=140) * (N=45) - (N=95) H: +.36 H: +.01
", 1967 to 1970 : ) -
* L
-Decrefse in Teacher . .
Racial Segregation, +.34 +:37 +,16 ° E: +.36 E: +.21
1967-197Q Public Schools (N=140) . (N=45) . (N=95) H: +.31, H: +.03
T, o« - . . .

Proportion of White. -< - . .- ' ,
schoolchildren enrolled : _ 19 -.42 +.04 E: -.37 E: -.06 .
in non=public’ schools, ' ] H: -.38 H: +.27

1960 - . ) e
Size of City (Natufal log, . - . o N 27
Total Pop., Avg. 1960 -.29 -.23 -.27 E: -.23 . E o2
'and 1970) - - . % H: :.17 < -H: -f 2
Age of Housihg (Percent " '.g: +.08 Es +.12
built before 1950 ) * +.02 "+.10 +.22 @ H: +,12 H: +.40
Central City vs..Suburb -,03 ‘+.i8 * 15 E; +.19 E: -.16
Dichot ’ Hf 4,10 H; +.08
.cho tomy (
- v . ( i
[
v “rr
- <
' v
: . I5 _
- \‘&L-‘ K Vi ”‘.:\'r ki
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This factor waé fiot cerrelated¥with non~pub11c enrollmentrtrends in,

-
- -~

Southern'cities N However, iﬂ'tgg South ;he.greater the amounS/of

. .ﬁ
school desegregation, the larger the increase of non-public school

s"

artendanog'by white students (corréiatlons in the .3- 4 range)
. Fa /

A
Gf :%urse oa;—tnterest is 1arge1y in whether these racial factors

»
‘ -

. (3 . -
'--desegregation in the South black 1n&gration. and white-outmigration
* '.
i& the North and an 1ﬁ&tia11y high concentration of black pupfls in

fbot reg;ons~~ e causally’ responslbie for—city differences in non-public
. . . . L.

schboligogng trends, ’

L3
N -

-The possibility of spurious caﬁsal inference from these correlations

nd -

is obvious. Lb the Norfh, for example, the age of the city's housing

Peeer s . =%

. (proportiqgn built before 1950) 4is correlated qur .7 thh the decline

-

in the white Q\tOOI age population and nearly .4 with the percent ‘black
among the 1960 public school pupils. Since it is also associaggd with

'incredses -in "percent non-public' among white students, such a factér

—

e ’ _ “”" - ) . 4 -
. ¥ \%N%:;3m3§lbe obviously statistically controlled. 1In the South, desegregation

of students was more extensive in the smaller cities (r = .35), and it
A > . .
was in the smaller®cities where there was a greater increase -in non-

.

public enrollments. . ¢ . 7
- In order to separate out the unique effects,of racial factors from .

1
.

other between-city demographlc dlfferences and changes taking place

during the decade of the 1960's, mqltlple regression procedures were

-

. emplpyed'for 30uthern and non-Sout&ezz cities separately. Two ‘sets of

: régressions were run on each region--thé second one including additional

- ’

' . ) o . , . .
so¢i{0-economic variebles that were not available on all cities in each

hd .
~
. . >

“regfdn; ySeparate series. of regreéifgn analyse% were performed on three

14
AR N N7 .
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publia‘ﬁof the elementary school-going (K 8) population and for the

aeﬁ_e_’nd'e)ntf varigbles: the change between 1960 and 1970 in the propdrtion
PN ’ - © :

of all-whit‘e stu'dents (non-black 'sthdents, 1970), K-12, enro}:led in’
non-pnblic s.chools, and- corresponding meésunes of change in percent non- _

.
. ~

hi‘gh school (9 12) .population . T St L.
. - '3'~ -~ .
én the first set of regressionS, nine ,predictor variables we
', i - ] N ¢,

empl-oy.ed fiye "r'acial" factors (perc:ent black, public schoo 1960;‘

"percent change, white school-attending'population, 160~ '7,0, perceat”® -

change, Black school-attending pop&%ation, '60 '70; chénge in the pupil

ﬂS’
‘r'acia; segregatiod -index; and .cha‘nge in the teache-i( racial segregation
- LTS /

jex) “%d four "ndn racial" ones (percen: of/(hites enrolled in
>

e -

non-public schools, 1960' age of hOus:ing, g of city’oopt:llé:ion,

1960 -70 average, and a dum:ng Variable 591‘ central city status) ? -

From the results pf the first ser of regression analyses (’i‘able 3),

~

it appears “that race.—assoéiated dezzrography may, in ‘fact, be significant
= r / s
in affecting non- public school shares of white enrollments
In«he NSrth (non South) four pﬂedictors had been highly inter-

correlated: declines i'n the white schoolchild population, propertivn

black among public s?::htfol',students (1960), age of housing, and initial

* . Fd . -
high proportion in noh-public schools. Correlations among these o N
. . "' . *

' variables ranged from 36 to .72, and averaged .52. Of these four

~

'ﬁr‘eoicz;.ors; only the ;;ublic schoo¥ racial cotwposition and '.t!rte decline
in the white scl'loof-age popdlati.on (now* net&@lack gchodl-age popula- ~
tio‘n changes) hacT signsfieabt posit_‘ive regressicm coeffic'i.ents That.* i

’ -
is, c‘ontrolling o:age of housing and 1960 use of non-public fcbwls,

”

declines if the number of white children and an initially hig’h‘.prapgrtion ._
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Multiple Regression of Increase’g in Ife'rc‘e.nt ﬁdn-?ublic,. Whiteé,,

=

-

" 14

B K
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Table 3

1960-1970

P
-

-e

A

v

¥

(First set of predictors; ordinary least- squares regression)
. N ;o ‘ Lo

v
-

l Hon-South |

All schools )

[ ]

¢,
.
+

(N=95).

E: éleméntar)' )
H: high schools

7

H:

| (n=45)

. l South
t —

A11 séhools .

-
v f

Ev elemegtéry; - .

high' §&fcols ~

Zero-order - Zero-order . ST .
correlations 0 £ > correlations * @ @.. N
71. v LY hl >t
Percent becrease, g . Lot . ‘
number of white +.41 +.46%%  E: +.43:: 15 £.08 E:‘f,OB“
schoolchildren ] H: +.48 N . .‘H'.'{"ZZ“
|60_.I70 ) - :. ~3 s
Percent black, 1960 +.45 B L1HF E: +.36%* +332 Y4, 43%x 0 Es +.84%*
ublic schools B: +.37%% ) H: +.25%
P ¢
. . » 'e. ¢
Percent Increase * ~ . . . -
number of black \\é . Lo BT +.29%F S > E: -.10
schoolchildren, .15 +;30% H: +, 245 -.10 -.02 H: +.16 .
160-'70 ‘ ‘ o S,
swatcy e ggm BTEE L e mp
Proportion enrolled ¢ o ; . ~ S
in nog-public schs. +.05 * - -.20% E: -.23%* -.50 - . 60%* E: -.56%%
1966, Whites H: -.03 ' H: -.51%%
Age of City Housing  +.20 _ -.88 = .50 "'l +02 .. -.06c Ei =10
. . ., 3’ . . = * Q‘ 3 - .
Decrease in teachet ! .
racial segregation, , ; ‘Y CE: +.10% ¢ + + E: +.14
public schools, k.16 08 . H: +.02 -37 (14 H: +.15°
'67-'70 . ' i
. L4 < .
Central Cities . -.16 +.05 . By -,01 +.18 -.09 * E: ,.08(
s suburbs , H: +.18%* H: -.08“ )
Defresse in pupil ' N * N .
racial segregation +.12 +.04 .E: +.06 - £.33 +.13 E: +.06
public schools, -~ H; -.03. H: +,23%
167-'70 . .
R
2 i . E: 41 » ——— 48 'Et .46
R -48 Hy ..52 " H: .36
* . * = - - ~
F greater than 1.0 g~ - A4

**p £ .05; ¥ greater

than®(3.9-- 4.1)

—e—

3 ’




of public schoocl blacks both are_associated with an increased‘propor-
. - R .
tiofi of whites attending non-public schools. As a matter of fact, the

partial associatiop of the initial state variable (percent non-public,
. . '1960) with changesiin non-public enrollment was significantly negative,

- . although the zero-order correlation was negligible. This suggests that .

¢, . £ -
N .

. the expe%ted decr{ne'of non-public enrolhment in cities with formerly . ’7"

'high non-public shares was prevented odcuring in the North by even.

fagter 69(1in91Af publix’ gchool white enrollment in-—sreas ,.i_;h.._}_.a.;g.em—-——-———_—,——

-~

-
)

(and growing) bIack school-age popuiations, ) ) - . - '

One other resuit of the non-Southern equations should be noted.

’ ®
-

P The regression coefficient for the size o% the increase of the black
. . . }
éfelative to changes” in the corresponding white

i
e’

school-age populati

<t
ificantly positive ‘(e .30) and tm’.ce the zero-

population) was si
- - -~ . “-—

order coxrelation. This #s another indication that in the North), the‘

changés that occurred in non-pgblic enrollments were in large respects
- * 7 . A

a response'to a lerge_and growing black school-age population.” - L e

Parallel regression equations for changes in White enrodllments in
; < . :
+  non-public elementary scHool grades and in non-public secondary school .
M Ve - P

grades were quite similar. In these regressionsy; all but one 6f the : -

f - f .
partial relationships discussed above were comﬁ&f%ble in size to.those J/%f

Ihe only exception R

ln.,' "
\

« For the school -age white population as a whole

was that no regression effect of initial non-public enrollment ghares

‘_‘ v . ’..‘
was dbserved for high school students. Overall, about half of the . s
between-city variance 2n changes in white,non-public enrollments were

- N ' iy
accounted for by the ﬁ;%e predictor variables in the equations

s ' Bascd on the firgt set of regression results for'the South, gracial

a . hd N - .




o R * o ' d P s -
o ; ‘ ” N 14% . .16 . D N
Gaye - N § . TI ’ ‘ .
e . ‘9 }’f’,: . \“ ;-‘ st ) .
" . ';_ . “r n"-' . y \
I :2 demograp?ic factors appear to be related to changi? in ngn public
' ; ?‘- attendancé;rates by wbites in a different manner.than in’the North. Only
. I per ]
- S ‘ ~»’vne\gacial variable was statistically significant' 'the 1arger the percent
: ?% ‘}‘.; hlack in the 1960 public school population, the greater' e increase in -
- j; A Y rhe "nbn- public share of white enrollment (particularly lementary echool
s lt_ ' e %, ifrollment). While the relatively large amount of eachér. desegregation
. e et .
; - - and sﬁel‘ﬂzeﬂe§'e° i pu ?—t~deeegsega%éenaxbat—ocsu;;ed-p;cdasad-;sg:esz
X L sion coefficients conslstently in the expected direction, these were of
« N
;' - mode:t e;ze (.06 to .23), and onIy in the case of pupil';esegregation .
& hd » .
affectlng high school non- public enrollmenﬁéwas this factor statis-
* .f:- . tically Significant What these two results suggest is that it may be
. . i . the fear of ipture desegregation rather than actual new experiences by

- .white publig school students of racial integra&ion that may have been
L (% -
) . responsible for increased non- public school<attendance between 1960

4
¥

" and-1970. - ,' o . )
¢ .. hY

Y . I'4
' Two other points from the regression results® for the Southern
\ ‘ : .
;. . cities should be noted. First, the most significant regression co-,

efficient predicting increases in phite non-gpblic enrollments had
. : = ‘nothing to-co with'race.qt all, Namely, it appears that a very strong
7 regreSfion-towardsathe-mean trend was occuging among.Sphthetn cities.
Cities with very small initial non-pubiic enrollgen;s'were esteblishing

: ‘ a0\ \ .
( / and filling non-public schools§$Fegardless of public school desegrega-
. , 4 R . . ' *
tion or racial composition. Secondly, changes in the non-public .

. . ¥
~ enrollment share were not due to race-differentials in population
< . - :
growth as they most c¢ertainly were in the Horthern‘citieﬁ.L
' )

[ Y - L4
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: In summary, the first set:ofxéegression.r;shkts.tend to confirm the
A

L4 'y - "

4 \
. motion that ra}ial factors, appear to have~been important determinants

L3 "'
. of changes in the non-public ~school atteud&nce of white students,
o on . ,

although the partieular factors responsiﬁie appe‘r to have been differ- )

P . '.’V

~

ent ‘in the North than in the South

‘

black public school populat{on combingd with the tireat of desegregation

In the SOuthern cxties, a large

!".
may have brought about an 1ncnease.in non- public enrollments.

Yo

In the

Hvrtu, reiative 1ncreases‘in the noh- -public share of white enrollment”

4 » N N
appear to have been the result of the,increased-nombers of blacks in

already racially mixed school systems cquinej/j}th déclines in the

P

number of whitesfenrolling in public scho

- -

It is-imp6rtant to note, however, thdt especially in the South,

’ .

Ny . !
these racial factors made only a modest amount of difference in-the

-

distribution hf white enrollment hetween public and non-public schools.

“ Non-public schools in Southern cities éained an average of 1 percentafie

point between 1960 and 1970 in their share of white enrollment. Using

- . * , .
the regression egpations,,it can be,shown (see Table 4) that if a
Southern city had had a black public school poﬁulatioh of 20%, experi~

enced no teacher or pupil. desegregation-during the 1960's, but was ‘.

» *

-

-. otherwise similar to the mean_ Southern city, its'non-public schoolsg .

would have been predicted'to have lost 2.4 percentage points of total

white enrollment during that period. Another average Southern city*,

-~

hJ

" wi'th, bowever, a 407-black public school population and experiencing
;a heafty dose of desegregation (teacher segregation index decrease of

60 points\and pupil decrease of 25 points) would have been predicted

" to haver gained 2.8% in igs nhn-public enrolldent share of white studedts.
In either case, .the proportion enrolled in non-public ;chogls Yo&ld*ha#e

°been f;r-less than in most Northern cities. o .

* ey -
. \ .

. ' 221.‘ . *:
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- v Table 4 ~
. - - \ * . R . . .1
Applying Regional Prediction Equations to.Cities with Various Aggregate Racial Attributes “ .. |
B ) - ” > > - } "
.o R - ’ e ‘o
' A . _ Southern Cities (45) ) . Non-Southern Cities (95) |
. . ' N *Noh-Southern . NS utl&\
' . . Average Racial Average - .)facial . i
. b - City . B Attributes b - City A B Aftributes _
} 4‘ " -- . . o
Percent Black, 1960 +.141,7. 31.1 20 40 22.3 +.123 22,3 - 10 33 3T : _=
% Incr. Black Children -.00316 45.4 45.4 454 75.5 | +.0201 J15.5 200 100+ 45.4
% Incr. White.Children -.004:’59 32,1 32.1 32,1 -6.2 -.0574 -6.2: 20 '-20‘ 32.1
Desegregation Pupils . +.0404 3.6 nonex  25.0 5.9 +, 015 5.9 5.9 5.9 . 13.6 °
Desegregation Teachers . +.0233 . 55.1 nome  60.0 8.1 | +.0210 - 8.1 8.1  §.1 . 55.1  _
< ) . i x L) ’ ‘( - he .
- ¢ -~ B - . . 4 — : T - |
.Predicted change in . . ’ . ) . Co
non-public schopl v 41,0 -2.4 42,8 -2:0 1,9 -5.3 +1.4 -1,3 ¢ |
share~(all grades) ' . _ . . . ST |
(percentage points) ‘ ' - o ] . . o ‘
z : — . ’ R -
*Model including 4 other pre\ilctors initial percent in non-public. schools, age of housing, size of city, \,;
csn:ral city status e ' ,
’ . L. . pa <
’ - . < . . . '
o - P 23
: - X & o
7.
. * - ) . A
o - T ) ¢ .
’ . -
. \ L
] L} € - i " . .
’, s L ‘ ’
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Qi e RR _Qa similarly, we can take two hypothetical Northern cities and 4
- T - . f - »
- ’ o’ T .apply their p diction model A Northern cit with only a 10% black

public school enrollment in 1960‘and in which bgth the black school age °

\5 ' and the yhite schoolage populations imcreased by\201 during the decade
- AN

. e would have.been predicted to have ekperienced a drSp in its non-pubiié

. " share of 5.3 percentage points: A city in the same region that had had

. g g "

, ' a'BEZ black public school enrollmeny and that experienced a 1007 in- | ".

crease in the size of the black school age ponhlation‘hyt a 20% decline

f
LS

. in the number of white school age childqepéwould have been predicted

by the model to have had its non-public schools gain 1.4 percentage .
) . B % . ) ) .
points as its share of total white enrollment: These compare to an

overiall 1.9 percentage point decline in the hon-public.share in thé v -
A} . 4 ’ ) . .
“ . .,
average non-Southern city.

- * -

While the demographic differences between these hypothetical cities

L

- may seem extreme, all values lie withln one stq?darﬁ deviation of

” -iegional means. The differences, somewhat larger in the'Ngrth, thin for =~ &
: " our two hypothetical Southern cities, are still modest, but they QO
. N S ' '
involve thousahds of pupils in an average sizej}city.'

- To what exterit are'reéional be;iations in tpe racial compesitfon‘ ; .

of schools and cities and regional variations in desegre;atlpn experi- o .

ences responsible. for regiondl dlfferences ln non—nubllc enrollment %

trends? This question“may‘§e angwered kyjapplying‘the’pfediction médel .
) < . . - 4

. of each region to a hypotheticél'ciQy in its negion which h§§;the other™

[ s ®

\ region s mean values on aggregate. attributes in the model. Using the e .

) oA prediction eQUation for Sogthern cities, a Southern city with "fon- " G

— Southern means’ bn-raqe variables would have, experienced a decline in

, « ot - .
e . y K -

. : . P N '\ . - . P
SeRic <L L e T e o o

s . . .
. -
- T . . . ..
. - - iv = .

.
*

)// o non-puﬁlic‘en?ollméht shares typical gﬁrNortnern citries (2.0 pequnta&e .
[P - v i




"points). On the other hand, a Northern cff& with Southern means,

20 . e :,

. ¢ .

. . > . . . . T~ (‘~

* - .

) applying the non-Southern equation, would have experienced a non-public

. . ey
enrollment decline -(1.3%) smaller than that experienced by the typical
* -

Northern city (1.9%) but not the increase experied%ed by the Southern
» N - ' - . -

A RIS

.t . N ) o
city with the same racial attributes. .

Early in the paper it was suggeste@ that non-public enrollment

increases in the South ma} have more to do with an fncreased ability to _

- -,

. [ 4

v,financ£§11y support such schooling choices than with racial factgrs

. subset of the cities in our data pool,-we obtained economic indicators_

*\

e fcoqomic and ethnic measures. '"'01d" variableés whose standardized

, fegiéés@on éogﬁficients were atrleast + .12 were forced ipto the re- .

.gfgséfon equations first with both the remzining ''old" variab%ss and | - s
T s - L .

" the ”qeé” ores added in stepwise fashion unt{l the "F to enter!

T
e

L} ! i &

per se. " The first set of'demographic control variables we included

s

in our analysis did not include any strictly economic measures. For a - :

» E3

.

-

of the white\a%d black populations as of 1970: median white and median

black. incomes, white and black hdﬁéowﬁérship rates, aédfa measure &f ;g'Eqiﬁ
' ‘ . - 8

concentratién of the‘7gtropolitan area's high income families (ovet: | ‘

rd

. ,
* 4 ' N L.

556,000; 1969) inside the city limits relative to the overal¥P£oncen~ .
. c TR s - Yo

tration in the city of the total metropolitan population. ‘In addition, L
the proportion Jdf the population of foreign stock (immigrant or native ...

of foreign or mixed parentage) was also available from this data source.

A
-

This data was avaflable for 35 or our 48 Southern cities andf9é of tée'

109 _non-Southern cities. ‘ ‘ -

A
- .

A second set of regregsion analyses, were made employing both the ) !

~

¥

Variables.from previously cited regression equations and these new | -

P -
=

[ o S

- . [

’ . v -
> -~

dipped below 1.0. Because of missing data on one.or more variables




-

<

- Co i P ) . i
in the‘matrices, the regresSions were based.on .a universe o§ 80 non-

JoaaN,

Southern citieffﬁﬁd&;’barely tolerable number of 34 Southern cities. —

For fhe' Southern CitieS, the additiqn of the new variables and RO

the sgbtraction of 11 tities with m1531ng data changed some oﬁ the

~-

', . . Vé - + «
emphasis, although not the, overall tenor, of the results (Table 5),

s

ﬂowever, among the 34,cities e&amined, differepces in white economic

- - ,-1
. e f - - - e - -

.‘\

- level, such desegregation act1v1ty continued to-be significantly rerated

-‘increase of the black school-age population in the oity ovar-the pre-

-
advantage were not signrficant in acCounting for changes in non-publicd

.enrollment by white students. Instead it was the presence of éither

low médian. black incomes or a low blatk homeownersh&& ra‘?@(themse%ves

,‘-'_

o uncorrelated) that seemed to 1eadvfo increases in,whihg no&rpublic{L N

» + -*

enrollments. At the same time, at the elementary school 1eve1, actual

desegregation of both teachers and pupils became insignificant pre- .

~—

dictors of non-public school increases among whites. ,(At’the high school
. ~
‘{1"‘ IS
to ificreases in non-public,school,attendance.)
In addition, the new regression equations gave.status;to‘a variable
Yo
that previously had only been significant in the North—»che relative ‘

-

vious decade. Now, like in the North, this gpctor also predicted in-

f
cﬁ“"r ¢

, créased non-public eproliment by whites, both at the elementary level,
and even more strongly, in high schools. ‘ CT .
"The relative presence of thé'metropolitan high income/elite in the

city s population was the only "white economic Nariable" that remaineqf
i@kthe stepwige regression equations, and then only for’ the model thét ‘

+
1 L

~prediéted elementary school enrollment changes. The role’of such a

-

moheyed group may be to bankrole rew non-public school ventures, particu-
< . -t . .

- larly,iperhaps, small ,schools such as local neighborhood church-based

o - . -




Table 5: Coufparison of Zero-order, F1rst "and Second gegression Results ior Sout&* Cities

'Y
. N

-
-

= - 7\4 "
=z L4 - L— e L A",,”‘.
K .

B - =

.

EKCF greater than 1.0 . -~

‘:7 L e - \\\\
P ' Changes in Perceat Enrolled in \Ion—Publ;Lc Schools, \Y%s, 196}
- ‘I south N = All Schools Elementary Enrollment Ry
Zero~- Regression 1 Regression 2 _Zero~  Regression 1 Regression 2 Zeras
.’;f ) . . order (N=45) . (N=34) order (N=45) . (N=34) ordei‘l
“*  Independent variables: . . , T .
[Oﬁly variables included i - r @ " @ . r & -8 r
) second regression at .that .
.- _ grade: level are shown ]- o - JV - i
* Percent-Enrolled ;}1 Non-Public T i - Lo . :
- Schdols, Whites, 1960 -.42 -.60 S =62 -.377 ~.51 -.60 -.38
— —Percent—Black; PubticS&hools, - T -
1960 . - +.36 +.453** +,22% to+.37 +.44%* $.26% +.20
4 - - W -
" Decrease in Pupil Segregation ‘ - e .
; Index,.1967-1970 +.33 - +.13 +.10 - - -~ =T %.36
( _ Decrease iﬁ'Tezctrer'Segregation. ¢ \ * - ) .
 Index, '67-'70 +.37 +.14 +.03 +.36 +.15 -..00 +.31
~N 4 g - .
o~ ’ e
Size of City ' -.23 e« +.12 +.02° © =e - -- --
- - -
. Percent Incregse, # Black school- ¢
° childrén, '60-'70 . -.17 -.02 +.19% -.19 - +.18%* -.07
_{ Percent Decrease, # White school- - ) d -
children, *60-'70 , -- - ¥ & -- -- -- s .- +.05
X . AR . s — :
Median Black, l’ncome l970 . -.30 - v -, 30% ‘.36 - -- -.39%% -
 Median White Income '1970 y e~ - -- -~ -- -- -.08
Black Homeownership Rate, 1970 -.33 -- -, 33%% -.28 e -.24% -.31
Relative Presénce of Metropolitan - ’ ) <
Elite & - -- - -~ +.,21 -- +,20% --
\ 2 R c . i ~
‘R” (Contributions «of all variables |, -- .45 ¢ .58 wens 42 .57 © -
. in 1st equation, even-if not F
- 8hown here) , .
a v
P<.05 (F34.2) N VPR
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elementary schools Recall that cities with very few, if any, non-public

1

school choices available fn 1960 vere the ones which _gained.most in white

Since it was also im cities

L3

non piblic enrollment _during the decade.

v

where the metropolitan elite remained relatively well- represented within

.the maJor~c1ty that increases in non-public elementary school enrollment

1}

! also occurred it fay be that this group was particularly effective in

.
M4

?
those cit/;s seeking to establish its’ first few private alternatives

* C

to pﬁblic schools for whife studehts N

The sqcond set of regressions for the non-Southern cities (Table

6)'sause us to make no real modifications of our previous inferpreta-
. N ,|" —~~ 4

.tldhs.‘,Whileifﬁeﬁgdditioh of further socio-economic dimensions allow

- S
N ¥

us to explain additional intercity variance in white students' school
'chofces, they do not subtract from the predictive power of the pre-
/

vxously‘identifrﬁﬁ rac1ally related variables. The initial proportion

of blacks ip public schools’ and the relative increase of black school-
children ,and decrease of whites of the same ages contiope to be strong

~

psedictors of increases in non«public attendance by white students.
e

’

NThe desegregationfof teacherS, as slight ‘ag it was in the '60 S, how-

ever, does become 3 significant predictor of increased white enroflment
€

3 . »

'in‘non—public schools, at_ least for the elementary grades.

< - " The new, vaxiables in the model explain an a ditional 10-15% of.
‘ . %

&

pOpulation fends to produce reduced losses of non-public school whites,

3

as d0es, perhaps, a “high yhite homeownership pate.

T <

Both these factors

suggest consgraints against suburban migration with the foreign. stock
factor suggestive of a particular copstraint operating in Catholic
/ /—\ 9

*s . N 5 ) . .

-
»

#
) I , / & . . J
. v ’ Al - b o4

N - | R

-
+
S

-

| N\
¥
variance. In particular,.it appears that a large European immigrant /// E

7

j
]
3
E

*y " v,
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v < . Table 6: Comparison of Zero-order,First, and Second B,egresgi:on Results for H_gﬁ-Southefﬁ Cities ;
' ' T MY ‘Changes in’ Percent Enrolled fn Non-Public Schools, Whites, 1960-1
¢ ' . - . All Schools ° ) Elementary Enrollment ) ' Hi
- Non~South s ) Zeéro- Regression 1~ Regressjon 2 Zero- Regressiop 1 Regression 2 ¢ Zero-
== - order’ N=95) (X=80) ‘| order (F=95) (X¥=80) order
- “Independent variables: | T g ; " T B < 1
{only variablés ingluded in - r ¢ G r ¢ 6 r
second regression at that %; " ° * : T .
- grade Tevel are\shmm'i ’ ) - .
Percent Decrease, # White Sthool- . : - ' [ =
children, "60-'70 . . +,37, +,46%% +,42%% - +,28 +,43%% +,36%*% + .49
- ‘ 3 . ' . *’il s ——— s
- Percent Black, Public Senools, . . ’ - .
,1960 +.44 +.41%*% ¢ +,50%% +,35 +,36%% +.42%%< , 51
- Pe ent Inctease, ¥ Blagk ’ . |
./ Schoolchijdren, '60:'70 +.09 +.30%F 1 +,40%% +,11 +, 29%* +,38%* +.04
/ Size/of City -.27 - . 26%* -, 22%% -.27 -, 21%% -.16% -.22 !
F < 7 - . / e . ‘
% rolled in ’*xorn-publz.c Schools, . - N , . .
ites, 1960 +.04 -,20% ‘-, 29%% : -./06 -, 23%k, . 5\34** 4 . -- 7
Central City Status -.15 +.05 +.12%" -- -- - '} -.08
Decrease in Teacher Segregatzon i ' ' ’ .
Index, '67-'70 FEN +,16 +.08 +,22%%: +.21 +,10% +,22%* +,03
Age of Housing 1 i -- - T e -- - - +,40 1
% Fo)r:eign Stock, 1970 : !.06 - +,43%% +.01 -- +,42%% +.17
| Median Black>Income, /1970, ) -.05 -- - 1% .08 -- -, 20%% 4
" White Homppwmership rate, 1970 +,12 - . *.16% -- -- ﬁ -- ) - -
Relatiye Presence oi 1“le::-ropohtam t W
Elite . : L +.11 .- +,21%* , =" -- -- i +.07
T . ' L
] % (Contributions ofrall variables , -- 48 .59 ;- .39 .53¢ . --
. in lst equation, even if not ’ ¢ ! -
. showh here) " - ! .
EKC;reacer than 1.0  © . **pL.05 (F>4.0) - . =
==Y 2 | . v - 32
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(heavily non-public scﬁ%ol-usingi houSeholds. It should also be noted

- - .-
-

that the relative presence of the metropolitan elite in a city's popu-

lation becomes predictive of increased use of non-public high schools in

Ly

the North. In%the North, where there are a1ready large numbers of prlvate

"‘*schools in operation, the role of<a’ moneyed population may be to. populate
already existing schools with their offspring rather than tapitalize new

6nes, as we have suggested their role may have been in the South.

<

In general, then, our regressionlmodelé have suggested that racial

factors in the local demography of U.S. cities during'the 1960's did

A S
affect the level and direction of change occurring during that decade’

in the use of non-public schooling by white families. Of course, it )
is possible that non-racial factors omitted from the regression models

were reglly responsible for the effects the existing models attributed

to racially‘relade demographicéehanges and population composition and

to racial desegregation of schools. (It wmay be the presence; the rapid
. . 4

increase, or the desegregation of any low income ethnically identifiable

population that could haye had such an effect.) However, the stability

of the coefficients for many of the racié%iy-tinéed rariables across
;ﬁiffere;t models (Southern, non-seethern; elementary; high- school;

¥

‘smaller and larger samples of cities employing different sets of control

variaﬂlss) suggests that the effects, at le?st for the decade that passed
e ”
eight years ago, were real. j?

-

An Elaboration of the Model Using Socjo-Political Variablesg

Assuming changes in the racial climate of thg city were responsible

for increases in the proportion &f the city's whites who selected non-

*

v

.




- » — . . = - -
public schooling, it may be possible to specify the kinds of changes in

o~
- - - 2

. < the soéial ehv;ronmgjb that mediated in the decisions of white parents
- I 9 . R
‘- - Eo:léave'ihe,public schoof~system. , For' example, to what extent might‘

~ s

(G

- ¢ have black political movements and exercise of public displays of:
e = ’ .,

s

S ethnic consciousness resulted in behav}oral‘decisions by white garents'

to migrate to different school jurisdictioms or to private schooling?®
" While there surely cgﬁ be no definitive answers to such questions,
. - « I~

t -
1 ’ .

- /( it ‘may be useful to examline measures of city political and racial

w o cglimate for thsrﬁurposes of discovering whether such variables might
.. o . .

bear any responsibility at all in accounting for the relationship
between racial demograp%ic factors and changes in non-public school

utilization by whites. o :

< ’

=

Eighty-six of the 109 Northern cities in our data-poq&,ﬁere among.

s - 91 cibééé chosen from a.pational probability.sample of medium- and -

large-sized cities and studied in a late 1960's investigation into

civil rights and school'politi;é id the non-Southern U.S. (Kirby, et

N1

iy . . -'ﬁ..“ *
- al., 1973). The study was based on structured elite_interviews; con-

- ' V - Y
+ ducted largely in 1968, with black and white civic ard political

I

leaders, elected and-appointed city and school officials, and leaders -
of civil rights orga;ZSations. Indices from prevgéus studies uging

this data including Kirby, et al. (1973), Moriock (1973), and Becker - -

- N ] - -

. — (1974) have been'Ykgregated on a permanent data archive. The indices

measure such dimensiods of race and school politics as the level of
- - - l .

’ = ‘ f:ontrd?\zrsy over race in the community, elite satisfaction with the .
'public‘;qpools, militancy of the civil rights movemeéi at the time,
. and so ?n. ‘, ) : , i
. , :/,
' N .
—~ . -
' - 35 o




-

-

statistically significént predictors in fablg 6, the same result -

.
* G - S
]

3
-

Many of these indicés of qécial climate and local political culture .
. L S . .
Wwere related to.increases in the use’of non-public schooling by white N \

L 4
4

families. For example, the average level of controversy over racial

. - - 14 . =
issues in the city between 1960 and 1968, as reported by three selected .
G- '
informants (a city newspaper editor, a white politician, and a ma jor
- - ¢ i

gtvic leader) correlated .ZQ'with changes in the ‘non-public shéie of
vwhite enrollment. Similarly., the number of Wlack school board members
( ‘ — .
#nd the number of blacks named as being-among .the city's civic leader-
ship by at least ‘two informants (from five: the city editor, a past

¢ .
school board head, a mayor's assistant, a white political leader, and -

- :

. a."major civic leader") were also ‘correlated with increases in non- .
public enrollments (r = .27 and .32 respectively). . ) -

L4

However, most of these variables were also associated with the

*
<

overall racial composition$of’éhe city. (The numbers of black school

board members and black ciyic leaders, ﬁo; example; correlated ° )

respectively-.ZZ ??d .36 with percent black in 1:%0 public schools.) i
‘Consequéntly,‘;hen such demogrphic factors were held ionféant,'the

resid;al effests of t;ese socio-political Jariablég were generaf{y

-

either negligible or in the reyersé direction of their zero-order ~
correl!fion‘fbee Table 7). . ©

For example, nmultiple reggessio) resultg indicated that, net of

Y

[ .
percent blaék in the 1960 school populatien and changes in the sizes
of the black and white school-ége populatigns’, the larger the city's,

number of black school board” mgmbers, the greater the share of publig

r

school enrolliment among whites?( (3 = .24). Even controlling on alls o

s . .o -

obtained: {ncreases in non—puﬁlic school utilization Were asgoclated

. -

with fewer, not more, blacks on the local séhool board. Simila{ly,' “ ¢
(2] . L
o . 36 -
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* . . I * .
L { - Y _. Table-7: ‘Adding Socio—Pohtical Variables to the Regression )
v Lo . -
NG .o ¢ - . : inodel for 86 Northern Cities ’
o ® * . - ——.
. ’ . Dependent Increase in Percent Non- public Enrollment,
- Soeio-political variables Variable: Whites, 196&-1970 All Gfades s
. from Rirby, et al. (1973) o . ) ‘-
- - Zei"o-‘ ‘« corr. w/ Standardized regression coefficients,@
7 . ’ P dor % black, from pairwise present matrix (N=66 to -86) -
] orce 1960 schs. using demographig and other control
-~ r variables shown below.* :

*
-

Regr. 1 Regr. 2 Regr. 3 " Regr. 4

-
-

White citizen demonétf’a,ted T 7 :

opposition to school deseg. +.32 +. 14 +.26 +.27 414 - .-
tEarliness and variety of _ .. L )
black civil rights protes’t +.04 +,51 -.29 + -.23 | -.21 --
I\ Controversy over education C ;
issues in city since 1960 - +.27% +.12 +.18 +.13 - .- -

Quality of public schools' -
education (as viewed by _ ’
elite informants) -=.39 . -.37 T-.18 » 15, -.13 -.13
Number of black school . — 0
board members - +.27 +.72 -- -.24 -.17 -.21 .
Number of black protests .. . ' -
in city since 1960 +.00 +.28 -- -.14 - -

Presence of court-order .- . . ‘ ‘ -
to desegregate (by 1971) -.03 \-,_05 -- +.12 -- -.13 2
Existence of counter- $ .

+ vailing power center to f '
business ‘domination 'of B . . s ce
city politics +.19 +.26 C - +,10 .- - +.12 ’
Level of confroversy in ‘ 7,
city singce 1960 over .
v(ariety of ¥ssue areas +.24 +.21 = -\ -- . +.14 - F.13
Nomber of blacks among :

“civic elite +.32 +.36 - - -- -- -/
Controversy over ‘racial B v . P '
igsues in city’ since 1960 . +.20 +.09 -- ’ -- -- --
Hilitancy of éivil rights ) _

. “movement o -.11 -.12 : - - - - --
Radicalness of school ' .. T C o~ L.
board civil rigiltg actions , -.07 -.21 - -- - D

"i Percent of /black students : ‘

" transferred and resulting " - . ‘.

in less segregation +.02 o =.12 -- -= -- ' .- ‘

[KC ’2, all variabies shown o 37 '

o here plua control variables




Regr. 4 = 7 btack (.50), % incr. *blacks {.35), % decr., w’nites ( 43), city size (:- 19‘),
) 7 non- pubhc, 1960 (- 27), teacher deseg 2. C. 27), % foreign sf’ock (s 26), relative >
presence of metropolitan elite (.28). L

I - » E “ t
_ b . . < .
o i & - “ N - < )
- N . 7 - hd \( \
(,, - . ] - Ly . o = - * -.w/./
,‘ :_' ’»_ . - . . - s - rr N «
= R ontrol 'variables only ‘ Y L Yo RN, M- ¥ | X

s " variance added by soc’io political variables T2 - .22 .10 .09’ ,

‘¥ Control variables: . - ) e T T ) /‘ A AP

.. Regr. 1 =7 black, pub. sch., 1960 ( G-=. .40).

. Regr. 2 = % black, pub. sch. 1960 ( 0= .60), % incr., no. black schgolchildreg T‘B‘ 32),
;;_. B A decr., no. whitg. schoolchildren 1.8 = .61) o 7
@eg'r. 3 = (as above), % black ¢.70), 7 incr. black (.33), % decx.y tﬁ’ite (. 47); LN. cit&i -
0l © ¥ size (-.17), % non-public, 19&0 ( 39), teachecr deseg (.20), % foreign - -

*stock (. 26)’ .
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A ) lationjéfthe less likely that whites will flee public for private

:’/ ?i + ,7 “, " . ) . 2? ;..

P
<S>

.*'&,. . C N '

B .. the "earlier" and more varied that black civil rights protests occurred

r .

in the city, net of raciat demoéraphic factors, the greater, the decline

EERY S

in ‘non-public sthool utilization by remaining whites. (This result was

~

« found in three of four regressions, "but not when the relative presence

-

-
* . -

of metropolitan elite-was controlled for.) - . <.
These results suggest a pattern--ungxpectéd but not necgssarily
.unbelievable. The more visible the black population in the politicald

. and civic Cultare of the city (relative to i;s»ptsﬁortion in the popu-’,

. schooling. Early pub%ic demqns;ratlon of the need for blacks to be

.
.
'
P

taken seriously politically (ear'ly and varied.black protesis) combined °
with an early recognitfon of the political and social rights of the

black population f(blacks appointed or elected to school board)' may

make the white population more accustomed to the idea of a desegregated

urbam society. If they are not necessarily more willing €o live in
integrated neighborhoods (whites may s‘ill be migrating towards suburbia
in larger numbers), those that stay are at least willing to have their

chi}dfen experience pubfic’ghhoaff;; with children of this unavoidably ..

recognized and politically emergent poépulation.

AR

~

Three other variables included in these regression equations tend -

, x - N . . -

s

. towards more traditional interpretations, aligough only -one directly

- #

involves race. 1In three equations, the higher the demonstration of -

. wnite citizen opposition to school desegregation (as reporteéd by a
school board member active in dealing with school civil rights ques-
b
- * )
tions), the greater the increase in non-public school_gtilizatiqn by. .

]

whites. (Betas ranged between .14 and 270

A

Secondly, the higher the

k4 .
[4
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Xevel of controyersy in’the city bver ‘education and over public issues

in general, the greater the increase in the non-public schools' share %
‘ . . "
of white pupils, ($ between .13 and .18). Finally, the poorer the

evaluation given by five elite informants concerning their city's,

schools' performance in.educating yqupg‘peggie relative to other‘cities',

the gréﬁtef“the increase in the non-public enrollment share of whites, .

(B = .13 to :18).. v @ . -

. é . ,
- All of tbesezégriables, it may be neted, are related to areas of

explicit public contreversy gbout”the public school systeﬁi-cohflict )

in general,.with respect to desegregation in particular, and in terms

of an evaluation of the system's performange. Thps, it seems clear
> sy P g ..

that explicit conflict, about racial issues and about other aspects of

-~ - ' .
education--as distinct from expressions and recognition of black : >
» , . . - . - ymor-ce
‘political power--does result in flight from the public schools 5& wﬁitgs.

It may also result in f£light into mon-public schools by blacks, although

.
.

we have not addressed that question.in our studé'tc date. -
- ’ - -
The purpose of inserting socio-political variables into the analysis

was to~attempt to account for some of the racial-demographic partial

laséoqiations with non-public enrollment changes. In none of the regres-
‘ N .

*sions, however, did regression coefficients for these variables decline. ¢

:Hany) in fact, were stronger-with the sqcio-political environments held

.

copstant. Thus, regardless of the independent effect of these socig-

¢ .

political variables, it does not seem that the changing rfcial composi-
tion of Northern cities produced whité -flight into non-puﬁlzc schools” .

by affecting the racial political climate, at Leaég in so far as we
have been able to measure it. o o

H .,

ALY




- . . - s
s The long-term consequences of white flight into nop-public schgols
remain to be understood. It may be, for example, that over the }ofg

: € .
run they serve an integrating force by retaining whites in integrated
* » ~

neighborhoodé.who would otherwise migrate to maintain patférﬂs of

*

holsing segregation. Such whites could constitute a basis upon which

reverse inmigration of other white families, attracted to city amenities,

»

< .

could ré-establish their presence. On the other hand, the typical

transition from all-white to all-black neighborhoods and public schools
X ] R

might only be slowed a bit, requiring just a few additiénél years to- T
- — - - P

accomplish éomplete resegregation. N ST

. - )

But regardless-df its long-term consequences; it seems clear that

L4
~

increases in non-public:sehool enrollments by white families were :

- .

occurring during the 1960's and probably aré étill octurrirg as‘a -
result of the demographic changes in city neighborhoods and ﬁublic =

-

school systems and, to a much lesser extent, to initiai inroads and

- - . ’

potential expansion of the desegregation of public schools. While such
. . .

conclusions do no more than restate conventional wisdom on this subject,

it.appeais that, in this case, the general public and the truth are not

.

far apart. . .

L/
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