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ABSTRACT 3 T : ~

o This study examined the content of newspapers froa

- six gecgraphi¢ regions of the United States during three time periods
preceding the Civil War (1820 to 1835, 1836 to-1846, and 1847..to
1860) . The news articles vere coded in nine generel categories and
rank-erdered for each region. Results indicate that quite sisilar - °
nevs sources and news values were eamployed by repcrters and editors
in the different areas of the coufitry, in ‘spite of videning social, .
political, and economic gaps. that led to the Civil ¥ar. General T
political, general comadnity, and intellectual/cultuTral news received
heavy esphagis during all three time periods, while news ccncerning Cg
slavery and abolition, gectional differences, amd education received
relatively little emphasis. Since the results .of this study conflict

vith the contemporary theory of the press's ajenda-setting function,

further research exploring the processes of news selectidn and

eaphasis during the 1820- 1860 period is proposed. (RL)
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The beginning of the 19th century marked a new period
. - . ‘
in. American journalism.l American newspapers emphasized

politics even more than in the pregeding period and many Qa

2,

"lived by and for political groups. " By’1840, the Your
[

largest American:ciries had. "penny papers"” Jhich appealed
h " ’ ! ’ .
to the masses and which'qictained:"much local news, great
s

A
attention to human intere

S

_ﬁ/Entertalnment materlal

stories, and a fat. budget £for

n3 Nevertheless, according to Nott,'

"up to. the time of the Clv11 War it was not the 1ndependent -

penny press but ‘the partisan political press that dominated

- {
.

American journalism."4 l '
In addition to/;he changes 'in’ content, the na;ber of
papers tripled from 1833 +o 1860 and spread not oniy dver
‘the’settled portions of the country but also appeared
even on the outposts of the frontleru y 1869, only four

states were without newspapers--Idah%j.h%gk&na, Wyomlnq,

5 A s .
and North Dakota. » ‘; ,A\ PR

Many . faciors were 1n001ved 1n this growth of American
newspapers, 1nclud1ng ‘a doubllng of the populatlon between
1833 .and 1860, the deVelopment of publlc education, im-
provement ih the lighting of homes, increased interest
In ‘public affalrs, the decrea81ng priceof papers, “and .

. tRe increase ithheénumber of women reading newspapers.6
il ¢ N .
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.~ At ‘the same time that America's newspapers were
- . *

g '~undergo!ng'fundamental.chandéé in content j,and numbers,

. : ) . ,
country alsq were changing. The North (primarily the ‘-

“ industrial Northeast, that is) devJ{;ped a markedly

differknt wdy of life after 1820 whereas the South,

_ generally speaking, was about the same in 1861 as it -

had been in 1761./ !

-

ATthough the War. of 1812-14 slowed the westward
movement of the Y.S. population, in the following years

there was "an unpéraliéled migration to the western'

states and territories."® Another impetus to the

westwardvmovement of population and thé press was
the purchase of the Louisiana territory in 1803?Lv
Emery argues, that when thgs domain was added to éhe
, United Stétes, "settlers poured in‘f;om‘the East.“9

¢

<« By 1810, according to Emery, the western press was
“luaty and influential.
. During the first two-thirds of the 19th century,

¢« the South provided mdh& of the prominent politiéal

! ¢

this southern political leadership. E?ery p%ints but

%, that the Webster-Hayne debate of 1830_clearl§‘iliuétrated
Al 5 [l
»
* the sqruggle between capitalistic and agrarian jdeologies.
e

» - . < ) - .

Ny

w10, . .

leaders in Washinétoq and the North began to; resent it

ThefSou;h was apprehensive about its future primari%y be- *




! , . ' ' * 5 . '
L

cause the industridl North was growing much faster than
thevy_th and would soon .assume ‘political dominance. |

' ‘ ‘ ‘
Alon wigb\¢his political dominance, the South feared, '
would come economic Iuin for the South, since the North
‘. - .
was willing to spend lafge amounts of tax money on the

L4

improvement of harbors and.transportation systems which !
R R

would do little, if anything, to benefit the southern

-

/
economy.12“ - < . ’ L;

‘Both sections of *thé country turneg to the West as

4 x . ]

an ally, wizn it.became clear that the frontier_gggionwlﬂ*-’

would deﬁe ine the outcome of the conflict. Although

4

the West was agrarian, like the South, it was not as
P
P -

dependent upon,K world markets but rather was more. concerned .

-

~— E

. . A .
about reaching local or regional markets. As,a result,

the West sided yggh the North in the development of more

.

roéds, canals, steamboat‘'subsidies and railroads.
Although the West was in favor of the opening of
. : ’ ' ’ A l[ -
. ' new lands, both North and South were opposed to thts

for d}fferiﬁg reasons. Southerners feared the opening

+

of ndw lands would lead teo a majority of free states,

- . , . '_ o/ "
" and the North frowned on westward expansion because 1t

)

depfessed northern property valhes.and'reducednthe suppiy
of ‘cheap labor in industrial areas. Nevertheless, the

. o ’ i ' . L
West won on \this issue. Emery interprets this victory

as "a.kind of bribe paid by the North for the support

.
- ; -




o?-the West". and cités the Homestead Act, passed on the

eve of the CiVvil Wat after'yeArs.pf northern’objection;
) - |

. ’ ‘ . . 14
‘.. "-ﬁiﬁs-eV1dence to support this conclusion.

-

! Whatever the motives involved, it segms clear that

’e o . ] Q

' - the West, from the early 1800's until the outbreak of

~

-

tbe Civil War, became polltlgally and eaonomlcally closer

\Ej " to the North than go,the,South._ It is also falrly clear
e / oo _ . i
that, the South became .politically and~econom1cally more

v

N distant frem the North during the first two-thirds of:

. .o F o
the 19th century. - .

A

Did newspaper content during this perioi'reflect

these politiéal and economic trends? : .
. h\ .

Although Mottt supplies- us with an 1;:page section

— -

Co . 1860, and sections on the political and mercantile
y \

papers and the '‘penny press, it is not clear from his

. 2 ’

descriptions of 1nd1v1dual newspapers and editors what.'

broad trends' in content existed among Ehk newspapers 1%
~ S

different sections.of the coqntry.' kaew1sef Emery' s
: o .

chapters on the rise of sectionalism, the race for nege,

.

v 'the penny press, the pregs of the 1820 s and 1830's,

- LA -and the press from 1800 to 1820 offer llttle 1nformatlon

»

on broad tréaﬂs in newspaper content from 1820,to l8§0.

. . , -
.
R [ -
%
. .
1 N R 1 S

- . - : . -

on developments in'format and content during 1833 to - .
. N 2.
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~and abolition, (3) ?ectlonal differences, .(4) terrltorles

:andncultural, and (9) qducation.

-

Method

.
! )

Ig exder’ ‘to gauge the degree of s1m11ar1ty in the

content of Amer1¢an newspapers +from varlous sectlons of

. the country durlng the- 1820 ta 1860 perlod data col— * -

lected by Professor Donald Sha‘ of the School of-sdJournal-.

ism, UnlverS1ty oT North Carollna were an&leed £or each

.

of six reglons of the country (Lower South, Upper South,

Border: States, Mlddle States, New England and the West).

v

durlng three separate time pariods:- (l) 1820 to 1835,
. \ -
(2) 1836 to ‘1846, and '(3) 1847 to 1860.15 ““ R

Although the tontent of the various newspapers
. [
analyzed by Shaw was coded 1nto 90 specific subject

'categorleF, only nine, general subject categories were

used in this ana;ysls, mainly because of lack of cases

in many of the 90 specific categories. ' The news categories
: o

used in this study arg: (1) general political,’ (2) slavery

and expansion, (5) general economic, (6) soience - and

" technology, (7) general community, (8) intellectual

16

These categories were ranked accoxding to the number
of total newspaper storieé devoted to them from each of the

six regions of the count during each of the three timeL

-

périods. In addltlon’ onl those stories produced by

-

local reporters and edftqrs were used to produce second |

v

*&

3




Wt

.(or farther apart) in terms of newspaper qbntént§ e

'thg-sample of newspapers from e§chlrégion of the countfy,

rankings of the subject matter éategories\for each region

-

of the country across the three time periods. Within
each .time period, each region's yanking'was compared to * -

every. other region's with Spearman's' rho rank-order correla-

= ’

tion ‘coefficient, first on the basis of all newspaper -

>

storfeg\and then on the basis of only those_newspgger
séories wtitten by local reporters or editors. vIn éhis'
manner, it was possigle to compare the tréndé in newspaper ,
cpntént across spacefand across time.: Did the‘néwspapers

of the same regions emphasize the same kinds of content

v I3

over time? Or did different regions move closer together, .

" . .
~ . ’ 4

! “

I Findings

, .
Tables 1-3 illustrate the relativg;emphasis placeéd ;
A ¥ - R v

on differen? categories of news by all news stories in
\ - ’
\ 3

during the three time perisds of, 1820 to 1835, 1836 to
. N ) - . -
1846 and 1847 to 1860. Tables 4-6 illustrate the rela- ’

tive emphasis on different categorieds of news by only

those stories written by local editors or reporters.
The. Spearman®s” rhos. at the bottom of eqch table indicate ;
the similarity of news emphasis between different pairs

of‘régioné pf the country. o e

b / . .
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One ‘of the most strlklng flndlngs in Tables 1-3 1s

a

»

the s1mllar1ty of news emphas1s between ;arlous.reglons
7

of the country The strongest Spearman\s rhé in Tahles~

l-3‘is

1nd1cat1ng that . the total news agendas of these varlous

-

redlons were qulte similar w1th1n each of the Ehree tlnE!ﬁﬁ

-

periods. An examination of the local-reporter/edltor

gews agendas in Tahles 4= 6 1nd1cates more varjance w1th1
- ~

each of the time perlods (the st:pngest rho ig .964 and

the V}éakest .386)., but still a high degree Sf/Similarity
overall w1th the majorlty of the r?os above .

' Tables,l 3 also xndlcate that ‘about the same cate-
/
‘gories of ngws were emphaslzed in all news stories over

N i

the three time periods. General political, general com-

o

munity,

emphasis in all three time peridds, whereas news coacern

[}
-

ing slavery and .abolition, sectional differences and
“education received relatively little emphasis.

L .
Looking only at news stories written by local re-

~ ¥

~porters and edltors (Tables 4- -6), *t is ev1dent that

’general political and general communlty news received

~# Py

the most emphasis, and news concerning U.S.. territories
» 4
apd expansion, education, sectional dlfferencesﬁaand
. ¢

THe

slavery and abolition received the least emphesls.

‘\.,,f,“

.987 (Table 1) and he weakest is .752. (Tabld 1), -

<€

n'’

and intellectual and cultural news received heavy

-

~$
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\hv/!pattefns for news storles wr;tten by local

‘

" the years. between 1835 and 1846, the least covered cate-

+

on all ,news storles between the: Lower South, Upper South, » .

ed1tors and
[

reporterS'are,not as stable over tlme, however, as those Co

¢ '?-
A .
found for all news storles. A : Ce e

Although the most empha31zed neys categorles in thg
local reportér/edltorﬂstorles'are general polltlcal'and

general community across all three time periods, the
least emphaslzed change from one’ time perlod to another.
In 1820 to 1835, ‘the least amount of coverade wa$ in the

areas of education and terr1tor1es and expansidh, but 1n

gories were Slavery and aboliti%n, and sectional”differ— S

ences. In 1847 to 1860, the least emphas1zed nbws cate-

gorles weTe terrltorles and expans1ony and sc1enFe ahd

technology . \

¥

)

\ﬁithough these results indicate conslderable ‘don-

stancy in news emphasis across the var)ous\reglons of

N
.

the country and across'time, especially‘wiﬁh‘regard to
. < '
the total news story mgenda, .there are ,some changes oc-

- { R
currlng pver tlme( partlcularly in the local réporter/edltor

news )agendas. - C ' .

Table 7 illustrates the rank-order correléations baséd .

.

-

New England and West over time. These correlatlons shg-

gest that the Southern newspapers emphas1zed about ‘the .,

,
. . - *

same top1cs as the New England papers over the,threé

. - v

- . ’ . - . ) \

e

-~




-

° the South and th& West, psrhaps reflecting

-

. . \ | ‘
‘time periods, with tHe’ most simidarity occurring in the

3between the South.and the 'industrial Northeas

similar after the QZEOnd tiqf éer;dd, wherdas it betame

rd
3

' . oL . i ’

f836 to 1846 peribd; in‘epite of therincreasing political
.

and economic d1551m11ar1ty'between the two reglons. When-

the South and the West are compared, it is ev1dent téq// ;

newspapet empha51s on‘the nine’ general topics became more

51m11ar over thﬁ, in contrast to the grOW1ng polltlcal

rift between the South and the West. oty .

. ' \- - .
: When the West and New England are .compared, however,
<, ’

the- rank-order correlations suggest that/heWSpaper ehphasis

in these two regions became moreﬂplmllar over time than
. r
or betwéen

e increasing
&

political aﬁd economic similarity of the
No¥th. The. '979 rho between the West and Mew England
I3 {4 -

during the 1847 to 1860 serxiod is Erongest correlat;on

in Pable 7. '

The correiations based on onl%,the local reporter/editor-
A N ‘

.

generdted news stories in Tablie-8 suggest about the same

patterns as those in Table 7, except that the Western and

-

the Southern newspaﬁer emphasis becomes slightly mbre dis- ,

: a
somewhat more similar when all news stories were included

in the analysis. Again, the emphasis 6f the Western and
N .

Northern newspapers becomes increasingly more similaﬂl
. . P

-~

agendas of the Western and Northern ,newspapers in. the 1847
P * ) \

to 1860 time period. ‘ ) .

-

/

with the strongest correlation (.940) occurring between the

[y

)

/‘>‘l

.‘\'




p Tt ”./y oo Coqclusions A ) 1 B .
. . " . . '.
F ~‘|~ . ~,‘ -

; . , Thése results lqnd some support to t?e hypothe51s that .

h o
S wn.

\ ’

-ld.g:':’

‘hnewSprer coPtegi ;n-the Amerlcan Sonth West, and North -
-_— -
reflected the grow1ng s1m11ar1ty of the West;pnépthe North

during the f1rst two th1rds of the 19th century. However,
' (Y
~
these dat@ suggest very llttle support for newspaper re- '

:
. -

\\flectlon of the w1den1ng polltlcal and economlc gap be-

-  tween the Soyth and the’ Wgst, and between the’ South aﬁd-

.
-

the North dur1ng 1820, to 1860. )

~

N . ’

. L
What is n.? striking than: these findings is the v
PR overall 51m11arlé§ of- neys emphas1s between the newspapers

“of - Varlous reglons of the: country, even before the 1nven-t
. 4 3 -

tien of the teleqrdph and the use of syndicdated news
services. . Some of this similarity undbubtedly is due .
. to the«generalinews Lategories used in this analysis;

but the strength, of the rank-order correlations 'suggests -°

«

.
[ 4

' “

v

o : 13 . ‘I
thatt quite s1m11a§;news sources arid news values were
i

rs and .editors in the different areas .

\

employed - by repor

. of the country, in spite of the widening soc1al political

v‘ ‘A

" and economio.gaps which led to the @ivil War. e

P In general, the’newspapers of the various regions N

.

Cy seemed tOgemphas};e, in Lasswell's terms, the fundtions

- : .. .
of correlation and transmissign of social héritage,

. - ) 17 =
-rather than surveillance of the environment. They
. A ) :
- : . ‘s _ . .
concentrated on general political, general community

t

A
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and_intellectual and ¢ultural news, while downplayinq

. ® news of slavery and abolitidn, sectional differencee,'and
i ] . - . hd . R
territories and™expansion. Even in the 'period just prer.
& L
- . . ’
’ ceding the Civil War, general political, genexal commynity,

IS

e . - and‘intellectual and cdlturaQ/news received the most empha- *

&

¢ _sis i all ‘news sforles and also i

tories produced

,/- -

ews of slabery

‘ /
\and abolltlon, sectlonal dlfferences,'and territories "and

A

expansion réceived little emphasis, eXCept_ln the Lower_

by local ed1tors and reporterST L

L Y

kSouth sfates, ‘where local editors and reporters stressed

. - N\,
L e sectional dlfferences over flve other news topics. .
v v ‘ .This downplaylng of h;gh confllct news - could haw%.
B ° 4 i

' been due to several forcég.' Editors could.ﬁave been .

try!hg to head off'the 1mperd1ng clash between the North

"and South or they could. have been restrained by preSsures

N ~
‘from.thelr readers*to minlmize the unpleasantries of
. ~ sectional dhfferences and the slavery issue., Still other

N . oressnres may have come from the bolitically powerful to

soft-pedal these potentlally explosive topics.

. hd Whatever the dynamlcs of the news seled!ﬁon process,
1t seems apparent'that the broad trends 1n ngwspa;erﬁcon-
- tent-were very similarqfrom,one regron to another from
, ! . ‘ -
1820 to 1860, and changed'only somewhatrin response tg -,

. v 2 ) ™

» . . N ¢ g .
political and economic relationships among these regions.

Considering the rather consta7£:de-emphasis of high-con- , . Y@'

..
’ . ) . K AN
. ) . N . N N
. . ¢ . \ %
. . , -~ - . B
. . - )
’ . - , , P

‘. -

‘U" - | . . 13 ‘ . - ﬂ,‘,

EBi(j . . - . S ) .
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flict issues suéh as”slavery ahd abolition and sectional

—

dlfferences, perhaps newspapers in the 40 years preceding

[}

\~__//’%he Civil ¥War did-more (consciously or unconsc1ously) to
«  promote c00peration rather than conflict. Recent studies
'on the agenda setting functlon of the press would suggest
that de-emphasis of slavery, sectlonal differences and
terrrtorlal expans1on should *have re;ulted in relatlvely

,l-;

s low concern regardinmg these issues among newspaper‘readers

of the tlme.18

"These results suggest 4£hat further research is needed

to explore the procgssés of news selection and emphasis

’ during'the 1820 to 1860 period. This research should
. . ' ’
. probably employ more spec;fic content categories and |

include consideration of the social, political and
‘\ € A .

o

economic forces impinging on reporters and editors %P
a s

"different regions of the country.
N ; . s
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Frank Luther Mott, American Journalism (New York:

; Macmillan, 1969), p. 168.
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Mott, ibid.

Edwin Emery, The Press and America (Englewood Cliffs,
N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1972) p. 174. )

Mott, op. cit., p. 25§{' : . .
Mott, op. cit., p. 303. ' ' .
- \

Mott,. 62. cit?, pp. 303-304.
Emery, og.acit., p; 2085%
Mott, og.,éit., p. 190. -
Emef;, op. cit.; p. 135. ' -
Emery, op. éit., p..137.-
Emery, op. cit., ppl 208-209.

Emery ®'op. cit., p..209.
Pl

Eméry,'iagd.‘ . )
Emery, ibid. |
These three periods were chosen to provide' fairly equal

divisions of the. 1820 to 1860, years, rather than on the
basis of historical events. .

'Lower South states included South Carolina, Mississippi,

Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, Texas .and:Georgia. Upper South
states were Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessée and North Carolina.
Border States were Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky and Missouri.
Middle States included New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York
and Washington D.C. The New England area was composed of
Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island and
Massachugptts. Western States were Ohio, Michigan, Indiana,
Wisconsin,” Iowa, Minnesota, California,'and’Oregon.

Daily newspapers in-capital cities of these states were sampled

whenever possible. When dailies were not available, weeklies
wére used. For each state, one ngW¥spapep was randomly chosen

. to be sampled for a single year. ¥Twelve dates, one for

Q ‘ ) ' s

| ' 15°




29

~

<

.

’

+ 14 )

- S

each month, were selected randomly .and the caorresponding

newspaper issues were drawn. A systematic random sample -
of the content of each issue yielded a 150-word sample. /

.

\

. 4 .
The newspapers used for each area of the ‘country -are~

Lower South--Charleston (S.C.)' Daily Courier, Columbus

.¢5.C.). Enquirer, “Galvestom.News, Houston Telegraph, Mobile ~

Commercial Regigtéf,‘Mobile Commercidl Register and Patriot, .

&

,Mobile Bglly Commercial Register and Patriot, Mobile Daily
’

“Register’? Mob

ile Register and Journal, New Orleans Bee,

. Pensacola Gazette, Vicksburg Daily whig, Vicksburg Tri-Weekly '
wWhig,.(and Vicgfburg Weekly Whig. )

*Upper South--Ar

kansas Gazette, #fkansas State Gazette,

Arkansas State GEzette and Democrat, Wilmington (N.C.) Ddily
R\ )

Journa¥, .Daily

Memphis Daily

chmond Enquirer, Greensborough Patriot,
‘fppeal, Greensborough (N.C.) Patriot and Flag;

Raleigh Register and Nq;th carolina Gazette, Richmond Enquirer,

Greénsborouygh

Border States

Dally Missour

Southern Telescope, and West Tennessee Whig.

--Baltimore American and Commercial Adyertiser, ° .
i Democrat, Delaware Gazette, Delaware Gazette and

American Watchman, Louisville Daily Courier;, and Louisville

Morning Courier and American Democrat.

Middle States

N

--Daily.National Intglligencer (Washington D.C.},

Dafly, Pittsblirgh+Gazette, Newark Daily Advertiser, New: York

Daily Tribune

. New York Evening Post, Pittsburgh Gazette,

Pittsburgh_Morning PQst, and Philadelphia Public Ledger.

s

New England--Boston Daily Advertiser, Bostdm Daily Advertigser
and Patriot,-Daily-Eastern Argus (Portland, Maine), Easgterr
Argus (Portlapd Mainé), Hartford Daily Courant, Providekce

Daily Jourgpal
*nd Rhode Isl

, Providénce Daily Journal and General ‘Advertiser,
and Country Journal and Independent Ingquirer. -

-

West——Chic§g6‘Dai1y Journal, Chicago-Democrat, Daily Ohio

———
s

State Journal, Daily Sentinel and Gazette (Milwaukee, Wis.)s
Detroit Daily Free Press;, Detroit Free Press, Hawk -Eye

<« (Burlington,
Daily Journal, Milwaukee Daily Sentinel, Ohio Stake Journal

apd Columbus
Daily Herald,

-

Iowa), Hawk-Eye and Iowa Patriot, Indianapolis

Gazette, gSacramento Daily Union, Bganrancisco
San Francisco Evening News, and Wisconsin

Territorial Gazette and Burlington Advertiser. LS

&
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1610 simplify the coding proceds,. each coder was first in-
structed to cofe each of the sample storigs into one of.
three major categories: politica}, economic, or social.

Political®stories were defined.%s those stories which were ‘
concerned primarily with any aspect of government other-

than economic, regardless of whether the government was.

local, state or national. -‘In addition, a story was classi- ‘-
fied as political if it was concerned primarily with an
important issue of the day which was not related to the
eqgondmic operations of the country, Or if it was concerned
primarily with U.S. territories and the expansion of the

United States. :

' Economic stories were defined as those stariaés ‘concerned

‘ primarily with the financial aspects of government, in-

- cluding tariffs and taxes, or those stories concerned . ¢
primarilyswith the economy of the country ‘or science and
tethnological advances. t’

*,
“

. Social stories were defined as those stories cahcéineg -
T . primarily with people and theif,activities, including
intellectual, cultural and educational activities.

P 4 The next step in the coding process was to decide into
which of the political, economic or social sub-categories N
each story fell, according to these definitions: ’

Political , . -

< 1. General--any story concerned primarily with a
non-econdmic aspect'of government at .
. the local, state or national level. .

2. Slayery and Abolition~-any story concerned primarily
with .the question of slayvery or the abolition
of slavery, providing that -the slavery question
is the only primary issue. . N - .

- _ B 3. Sectional Differences--any story concerned primarily
L ‘ ) ‘ . with disagreements or divisisﬁs between the
- o , different sections o6f the co try}'exceﬁt
o thpsg stories concerned -primaxily with
economictdifferences between regions

N

s

: of the cowntry. : ~ t .-
. . }~ 4, Territories and“Expanéion——any story concerned . :
N\ ‘primarily witfl any aspect of U.S. territories
S ‘ \ _or with the expansiongof the U.S. ‘. )
¥ . P
. - | . ’i’-; L’
. 4 ‘ -
1
»
.h\‘ . ! . ) * .
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"Economic ' : .

‘ 1. Generdl--any story concerned primarily with the,
. . financial operations of the government B o -
N or with the general economy of the country,
~ * including stqries about manufacturing, )

' commerce and agricuylture. } o
. « 2. Science. and ‘Tdchnology--any story concerned primarily
it scientific developments or technological
- ' improvements in the country, jncluding
stories hbout railroads, canals, and the tele-
graph. q * '
" Social’ . ’ 4
~ 1. General Commundty--any story concerned primarily - .
) ‘ . with people and their day-to-day activities,
> o other than their intellectual andgultural
. activities, : - ) .
2. Intellectual and Culturgl®>-any story concerned '
: ) primarily with the intellectual and cultural .
. . .activities “of peqplesy such as, travel teports,

’ . . religious news, fiction d historical accounts. : ¢ .
3. Education--any story concerned primarily with public, v
private or university’sthopling, or with the =
|
|
|
\
|

.

e ‘ general-tgpic of “education.
The third and final step in the coding process was to decide
. into which'of several specific topics (under each sub-topic)
: . each story fell. Since these specific subject topics were s
. not employed in thiS'study,‘qgwever; they are not isted here.’
-174arold D. Lasswell, "The Stracture and Function of Communi-,
cation in Society," in Wilbur Schramm and Donald F. Roberts,
ads., The .Process and Effects of Mass Communication, Rev. Ed.
(Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1971), pp. 84-99.
. A

188ee) for example, Maxwell E. McCombs and Donald L. Shaw,
"The Agenda-Setting Function of Mass Media," Public Opinion
—Quarterly, 36:176-87 (Summer 1972)s Maxwell McCombs and
Donald L. Shaw, "A Progress Report on Agenda-Setting Research,
.. *  Unpublished paper prépared for presentation to Association
et _ %+ .. for Education in. Journalism, San Diego, Calif;;nié, August
T 1974;‘and»David'H. Weaver et al., "A Path Ana ysis-'of Indi- -
© vigual Agenda-Setting During the 1974 Indiana Senatorial ' L
Cafwpaign, ™ Unpublished paper prepared for presentation to .
Agsociation for Education in Journaligm, Ottawa, Canada, ‘ N
Audust 1975. - - -

] . .
i . ‘ . S : ; .
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Rank-Order Cbrrelations Over Time
for All News'Storfes
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