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A PREFACE TO THE NATIVE AMERICAN WOMAN: A PERSPECTIVE

- - -
1
‘

A number of events have led to the writing of this book, The Native

A.erican Woman: A Perspective. The initial step was taken towards its be- -

.
! e e,

ginning when I-taught a course entitled, "The Role of Women in Native American

Societies" at Dartmouth Collége in 1974. Many people, Native and ngn—nativé,_ . -

.
expressed an interest inf the c)urse, and, from the wgitten and spoken in-+ - - - ‘1

s ~ *

quiries regicding it, I sSurmised that many potential ‘instructors of projected

. . 3 . .
courses variously entitled Indian Women or- Native American Women were, in

fact, .asking for details and guidance. It poihted to a lack of organized | 1
S : ] . . -

" data in analyzing women's roles in Native American culture. I answered all
. - + . .

-~

requests for information and'subsequent}y éablished a'partial bibliograbhy . -

which appeared in "The Indian Historiar" (vol. 8, No. 3,.1975). 1It, too,

e -

o . bore the name of the course. , : ’ ’

In 1976, I taught ‘the course again to a mixed student enrollment at »
7;".?2“ ) -S- +

Stanford University. I felt that often a course of this kind can become a

. - learning experience for both_sexés. . _
In that same year, June %?76, I was privileged to attend a -conference )
in . . . > . ‘

of Native Anerican women writers at Navajo Community College, Tsaile, Arizona.

L IO

It was an exhilarating experience. Much creative talent was exhibited by such

writers as Donna Whitewing (Winﬁebago), Leslie silko (Laguna Puéblo), Nia®
]

[

Francisco (Navajb), prgfia%gill (Onieda), and Anna’Walker'TPawnee—Otoe);
f%: Pt -

’ - <

to name a few authors whose works are currently available in anthologies.
L] " . N

It is from these -creative works by representatives of Native American womanhocd
' N r

that one is able to obtain an evocative portrait of the Native American female.

~ -

e P e

, .
: ted~a viorkshop qg-"Native American Women" at the

- - - - ——

___Later_in 1976, I ccnduc

1976 annual meeting of the National Indian EQucation Association in Albuquerghe. °©
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I was surprised and deiighted with the respogse. N@tiye women of all tribes “f |

f - -

reacted enthusiastically to my presentation, and,.in fact, much of the text

'l

of*this book reflects their interests and concerns. L

-

_In October 1976, ‘at a conference on the reseéarch needs of Indian women

sponsored by the National Institute of Education, I read a solieited paver

T t .
eﬁtitléé, "The Interaction of Culture and Se¥ Roles in the Schools.*®

- *

Pihallyjiin May 1977,°1 read yet another paper, at a conference funded .

by N.I.E., on the "Issues in.the Professionalization of Native American (Indian) \
.o i} ! .

" .
- Women. - e .s

A%} ‘of these papers'Were"iﬁdiah:orzen;ed for they dealt directly with .o

Ce [

the unique status of Indian women and they reflectled the verf'coﬁtemporary,
. . , T .
urgent interest in_Native women. Furthermore, I had tried*.in them, to . .

pendtrate the gloss of "the Indian woman" which is but another variation

[

.of the usual stereotypgs of the American Indian. The papeﬁ%, in my] estima-

tlon, conveyed the viewpcint of one Native woman's expexiences ‘and perspec-

tives. They were, also, viewed as vehicles which could broaden ‘the comprehen—

.
A

) . o* .
sion of people, primarily non-Natiyes, of the variety of Indian women which
» . N
. . ., \ )
could be seen through the perspective of Nataive society, both past aﬁd present.
. AN -

Beslde° the series of events whlch’demonstrated an interest in Qng\\
-y

need for a book of this type, I had certaln.compellrng professaonal 1nterest° "
and concerns, as an anthropologlst, whlch also,lnfluenced me. I have had'aF\

> \
‘. \\

long—standlna 1nterést in women, an ;nterest “Bhich long pre—dated the angulshed

cries of wohen\in the confemporary "Women's Movement." At the behest of

- -

Dr. Johr C. Ewers‘o% the Smithsonian Institution, I read a paper on the ethno- N

graphy of ,Indian women at the American Ethnohi'story Association, 1970. A
- ! ’ . ’ \

aper entitlcl "Warrior Women of the Plains," was la‘. r given at the - o
‘paper, 3 g .

P - A4 1Y

s " —— o - ercts ot e Y




_ to shift to me the burden of all the'sins‘phé "Anthros" 8id®not die forg

3

.International Congress of Americanists Mectihg in Rome, Ltaly, in 1973. In

June of that same year, Wilma Victor (Choctaw) and I were selected to attend

. ? :
the first International Conference of Indigenous ¥Women of the Americas in

w »

San Cristobal, Chiapas,’Mexico. As can be seen my interest in Native® women

was conceived early and has remained ccnstant.

v . N ¥

Many Native§ have accused me of being an "Anthro" and have attempéed

RSN

‘To some_of these, it will undoubtedly appear that, in writi-w thiﬁ\book, I
- : ‘ T *

am promoting the discf%line in which I make my living. To these'bebple, I
<l ’ e

: =2 .7 . 3

say simply *uis, "Not so." s | .

. - + . N , * N
h Others yill declare that this book .is the work of a "meengs Libber"

.who is disinterested in the other half of the human sﬁecies: Man. This is’

. 4
T

a label many Native men attach to any-Native woidan who speaks out in defeunse

of women's rights. With regard to this charge I can only say, I believz in

- i

" the equality of the sexes in any social camtext, White of Indian. I find

children of all races and sexes fascinating for it is in their socialization

Is s L

procééﬁes that all the beliefs, attitudes, and expefiences about gender

behavior which ‘color their perceptions, their attitudes, and the actvalization

b . .
of their sexual beliefs. is transmitted. 1Indians, no matter what the tribe;

-

.~ l »

reflect the male or female orientations of qpat tribe. . .
Wpen I first taught the co@ige, "The Role of Women in Native American

ER . . 2
- . - .

Societies," I daid so,.primarilyk‘aé a response’ko the fact that there were
3 . —

.

few, if any, Native women inggived in‘the Women's Liberation Movsement. When

questiohed about this, many of my Native female.acquﬁntances often replied,

-

'"ﬁhy,should i Iongé I'm already liberated!"




>

- v

o #
‘ But aye they? The answer to that question, I believed, could be, found

in a course which examined'Native women's place in traditional societies. It
. - '

~ .
] couzd give clues to a better understanding of women's roles in presént, )
- o : .
. . . s . : .- t,
I societies. "I also felt that it was time to confront Indian men with the
- . . i

»
'

. ) V . ’ . f s y N
- ) evidenice of growing self-awareness and self-assessment which, is current among
- ¢ - : ’ . o 7

Indian women at this time. . To do this, I was compelled to t%ke discussions

: . . s : e .
with Indian women out of my living room and university office to assess the
. A ~ . I )

. . .y ;

problems in male, femalé relationships with which they were Fonfronted in the .’

dominant culture and their owm individual tribal cultures. #n a classroom
« . - ; -
in which both sexes are present, this has provea to be an ef?ecyive means of

-
. H
<

' eq}g;gigg\thg#gwarenessﬁof‘botﬁesexes. It is also tied to-the-large. isgue
. R ot ] P,

of individual autonomy ir a bi~cultural context. For young Indian women,
. B !
) - i ! N
‘however, it posed some problems. On the one hand, it has meant the beginnings
. - - ]
of.self-actualization and expression of potential; on the otﬁer’hand, Native

. societies and the males in them have continue@ their aptempﬁs to restrict  °
v i M
i

.

« . . these very same women. ‘Phrased differently, Indian males are chauvinistic!
.- »

i ) . ' . 3
s They are the first to6 admit this fact. However, they justify their stance
’ {

/ ‘. . bylsaying that certain behavior .and proofs oﬁxﬁelf-sufficiency in an Indian

4 - .
female in "Not the Indian way!" Whatever that may mgan!

[
» .,

.

This flies in the facd of fact, of reality. There are as many tribal

’ wayé as_thexe are many viable life styles. From that' time during which

.
-

. ) . . .
Native cultures operated in a.state of distinctive equilibria before the

“ . + ¢ » a . ., .
onslaught of the dominant culture,’ tribal cultures ha' e constantly undergone

v Y

and.reacted to forces of cultural change, and it is with this fact in focus P

. ’ » - i

. é v .
0‘ . ¥ 13 s .
that~ap examination of sex ro;es\is imperative.
’ . s *
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» »~

.>In conclusion, let me say that a_prime coricern of mine has always been

’

my Native American colleagues, friends, and tribal constituencies, so tﬁat- .

when I was .approached by ERIC/CRESS in 1977 to write a book on:Native Americ
women, I agreed. I reasoned that'as'wés time to set out my thoughts, .the .
. \. “ ,- . . N
experiences I found to be most helpful in my classes, and the reactions of

’ \ ' .

my students, both male and female. I have learned much from th.h.
! .

By publishing in this press’ (ERIC/CRESS), hopefully,” 2 greater number,

. - hd

- -7 »
of my tribal cantemporaries who are teaching c;;;§§§ on Native American

0

women may have greater access to the materials. : S

- .
. s, . ' »

S

an

AY

- I thank ERIC/CRESS and especially, Dr. Everett Edington, for their confi-

.

dence in me. I also express appreciation to Valorie Hulf Johnson (Seneca) '

and Roberta Wilson {Oglala Takota) for their appra;aal}of the. manﬁscript and

— -

- Madispn, Wicconsin and e

¥

to Brétte Monagle For her careful editing.”
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' CHAPTER I

NATIVE AMERICANS AND ANTHROPOLOGY

\
4
The'antﬁropologist and the Native American have had.eﬁlong history of
interaction. 1Indeed, it hds been suggested that Amer%can anthropology was '
) ‘\ b "\ (] g

built upon the backs of the'Native Americans (Medicine, 1973). NaEiiE 2merican

cultures have certainly been the focus of ethnological study for many genéra—

tlons, and 1nterest 1n "vanlshlno T is" has been a potent force. in
ey

» 5
! .

x
the colléctlon of cu ral fact and art.fact from the beglnnlngs of Amerlcan

) anthropology.

El

: ' .
Few would argye that anthropologiéal sources and concepts of sculture -
7) . , P :

‘ provide inValuable guides to the understanding of Native American behavior

. ", *
. A

’ and the means by which these Natives sought a satlsfylng life in human group-

1

ings. The concept of culture allows one to comprehend the xrxgty of "schemes
N .- T, . I * (3

- of life that worked," (E. Deloria, 1944) if it is yigwed as an integrated

-

' system of ideas, beliefs, behaviofs,’and artifact wﬁioh individuals in & tribal
- N -
* group learn, sﬁare, value, and transmit. Any ‘Further attempt to define a
. :

. - . %
concept of culture to which all anthropologists would adhere or agree to,

\
0
(Y ~

however, seems an impossibility. This was demonstrated in the work of Kroeber’

and Kluckhoan (1952, 1963) when they examined over one hundred definitions by
“N . - .ot
., anthropologists and found none completely acceptable. Jot withstanding, the

ticulation of a comprehensive definition of the construct of culture is not -

. - -

_the aim herein. To Kluckhohn's definition of the construct as nistorically

L]

eated designs for living, explicit and dmplicit, rational, irrational,.igd
¢ - { . Ety
non—xational, which may exist at any given time as potential guides for the

- I - -

behavior of men" (Kroeber and Kluckhohn, 1952) I would add a categor§, "women, "

and .carry on. . w




'Despite American anthrcpology'é longstanding relationship with Native
- American societies, it has not been without its deficiencies. Materials

have been few and scattered, and what has been gathered-deals largely with

the Indian male. If information from the past is scanty,‘the present accounts

‘ » -

i~ leave even.more to be desired, for there are feéw contemporary studies of
» L . ¢

. ' " . )
Indian females. It seems gounterproductlve, however, to Hecfy the lack of
I3 B - - \

written data. One must simply set about examining a greaé many ethnological

v

N

studies of Indian tribes to glean information about the aiverse role of

-

wdﬁén in Native cultures. ‘ Y - ) - ‘ .
This leads to another deficiency which becomes very apparent in any
investigation of the anthropo]oglcal studies, of Native American soc1et1es.

Earlyianthropologlcal data regardlng the Indlan tribes of North 2merica reveal

v v

the perva51ve endocentrlc blas of the nlneteenth centuzy male academe. It is
- L 1 .
: a¢ if each Native Amgrican society were viewzd as a."company of Native men"

and,, ‘as reported by mate anthropcologists, the female componenh‘of these
N o - N ~
societies dgs seriously short-changed or cast' in am unfavcrable light,

- , - . . . : ‘.

vhether or hbt this unattractive delineation of Native women in the accounts

of nineteenth century male academicians, in fact, represents the Native women's
.y . - .
3

_true behavior or the behavior prescrived for them when with sérange males

has never been determined. It is entirely fossible tlat cultural constraints
Y

bvery often proniﬁited, tacitly at least, thé\interactiqn of Indian women ‘with

-

noh-Indian men in the reservation peried so that a more accurate portrait

could emerge. .
. . . 1
This has led to the charge, particularly in.papers prepared by Native

Amerlcan women, that anthropologists have always presented Indian women as

* N .

*drudges." Shirley Hill witt explicitly faults the "Anthros" for the

¥

A




-
\
}

rd

perpetuation of this imaée (Wwitt, 1974). I share this view. “In anthro- |
. . * . |

.. _ |

pological literature, Native women have been referred to as drudges, bheasis |
of burden, and other demoralizing terms" (Medicine, 1977). Native men have , 1

also nét been relucganq to characterize Indian women in this manner. They

'

are fond of pointing out that Indian'women walkéd ten paces behind them.

?d this stateﬁent, I have replied, "Of course, we walked ten paces behind you.

A} v N
A} - .

That's documented. - And the reason that we did was totell yoﬁ Qhere to goh . .
- - - ’ b
(%b}d.). . ) . . . . N
Also contributing to the apdrocén@ric bias in anthropological writ%nés
were women anthropologisté themselves. This c¢an be said of most of' the

»
-

L]

. ] o
female collectors of fact in the 'early period of American anthropology. )
. : : . 2 Y

Despite the fact that the "{ather of ‘American anthropology," Franz Boaw, oL
encouraged women to enter the field (Jones, 1970), the work they prqduced,
ai¥" ot focus specificallf‘on the woman's role in the Native cultures of

. M - ‘s . Y ..

North America. For the most part, ‘ike the men, they seemed to be caught
up -n the fervor of-collgcting information before the tribes disappeared
into thé sunset, with the women teﬁ“paces behiﬁd them. Women student;ﬂ in

training as anthropolqgistgr seemed tied to the.same‘analyticaf tools éﬁd

rubrics as their male counterpprts. Treatises on kinship,. language, art,

folkiére, reIigioﬁ, and material culture were the result. But to say thatl

-a

the role of women was totally neglected would be a half-truth.: They appeared‘

in kinship charts or as adjuncts to men, in the various economic pursuits of

.

indigenous cultures, and from these ethnographic accounts cq§ be teased images '

-

L4 ’ 0 - ¢
of women. . - \ ,
LI )

Examples of this lack of focus on women can be seen in the work of

!
Alice Cunningham Fletcher who worked with an Omaha, Francis LaFlesche. Much

L3




. ' N
. . . ‘ .
* .+ of the Dawes Act:allotment system was drawn from her idea that "what was ‘

’

,.good for thé_Inaians"!could be prescribed for them by persons outside their

culture. ﬁespite\this,_however, her work regarding the *ribe, during a

L, » . ] -

tynéiof despondency and despair, offers good information concerning thee early

3 Y

- r/ * 3 ? f" - * b "
contact period for fhis group (Fletcher and LaFlesche, The Omaha Tribke, 1906),
Y e : 7

v .- -

even if it ekXamine the women's rb{f as’'such. Even that great biographer
) : . »

-
. of the Vinnebago, Mountain Wolf Woman, Nancy Lurie writes in her field woxk

°

v N N A ° . ' .

of her male mentor in "Two Dqllars" (Kimball and Watson, eds., 1972). \

<

" Margaret Mead, not an Indic:.; is.péfh@ps aqﬁaxqeptioh to the rule that,

i
JP

women anthropologists neglected to examine, the voman's role for. she gives a'f

more substantive treatmert in her bbok, The Changing Culture of ‘an Indian

- . . . -

Tribe, of the changing roles of women in their acculturating societies (1932).

3 H N ‘

This wofk, which contains a guide for the inyestigation of wemen's Yoles, AR

’ N 2

is frequently overlooked by students of North American Indian‘cultures. LS &

While ehrly énthropological Eepbrtiné csn be said to be degicient in ¥
N -.' N - \

. 2 - a oo .

its reporting of Indian females and their roles in their respective tribéi,

¢
- -

another very important and positive

RS

aspect of American anthropology was being

.

develppeéed. 'Through the influenceiof Franz Boas, who both interested aha\ ;

- v °

contéct%ﬂ Native people concerning\the scope Bf anthropology and the examina-
-. tion of their own cultures, many'hative people gecameerecorders of and for
. éhéir beople; As a result éome>of the data from eag}y ethnologfcal fiéld‘
‘work evidences é deéided ";ndiag input, " t; use a greatly errworked texm.

It is unfortunate tha’. the ethnographic and cultural data derived from these

searly Native writers is seldom utilized in "relévant" and current Indian,

1
+

educational programs. The legacy of sthe rare anthropologist working with a

‘-

Native- colleague, which Margaret Mead mentions in Antl.iropology and the

» a *




American Indian: (1973) is seldom given much notice either. Similarly, the

history of Indian—White relations in the early days of reservation life has

-

never been -fully evaluated or described. . Lo

' L, T : ‘ - ' . L
i Quring this period, Indians were 'seen as conquered savages té‘be~herded -
.- ~ . 7

onto raeservations. Their entire culture with its language,lworld vxew, and

L ——

~ . rellglon, were denlgrated desplsed, and outlawed Desplte th1s, one is -
. [4

T/ - - - e T e e s ]

K3
‘.

able to obtaur fleeting gll\:res of the relatlonshlps between anthropologlst

and Indlan,ln such accounts

,_..-

s "Ohnain ewk, Eskimo Hunter" by Edmund Car— ’ .. -
,--—"5"‘"/ .

- penter; "My Crow Interpreter" by Robert H. LOWlQ; ﬂA‘NavahoAPolltlclan"‘by*; .

fs”‘ - Clyde Kiuckhohq; ;John Mihk °Ojibwa fnformant" by Jose§h>B. Casagfghée; _ \\ . _;k
éﬁ " i ) "A.Pueblo é. I.“ by John adair; "A Seminole Medlclne Maker" b¥ Wlll;em c. ‘% |

Lt " ‘Sturtevant (Casagrande,‘dl B. .. ed., 1960) .- The latter collectlon of fleld ‘ \\ A -

- ¥ ~

expeqlences also 1ncludes _a section by William N Fenton, "Return to the B

*

K . Longhouse" which detalls Fenton s work with the Seneca. These encounters

- -

-

" are not without humor as seen in Susie Yellow .Tdil's (Crow) indignant
< et 6. . . J

description of ethhography as "Indian Joke Books." These field work accounts,

o

in which the investigators reminisce about their. relations with Indians,

reveal the human allegiances gnd warmth that often characterize their inter-

. ! . - . - ’ ) -, ’
“actions. One can get some sense gf“this interactien in the portrait of the

female anthropologist, Alice Q. Fletcher, among the Owaha in 1881:

’ . - Y .

. - . L

" "She visited the “Indiafns in their homes ¢1d began to nak

- ' : ‘friends with them. At first, they were not disposed to tal o .

: after a time it occuxred té one to ask: "Why are you here?” She, . ' 7 °

replied: "I came to learn, if you will let me, some things about
your tribal organira® 1on, social, customs, tribal rites, traditions

and songs. Also to see'if I can help you in.any way." ‘. s

At the suggestion of’ help, the facgs of the Indians brlghtened i
with hope. .Phe Indian continued: "vou have -corw- at a time when ., <
we are in dlstress. We have learned hat ‘he 'land paper' given . @
us by the Great:Father does not- make us secure.in .dur homes; that -

z’ : . - .
i . ) " s
. . ¥ )
' 10(7 : . ’ .
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we could be ousted and driven to Indian\ferritory as the Poncas
were. We want a 'strong paper.' We are\told that we can get one

. - \ '
. through an Act of Congress. Can you help\ us?” (Lurle, in Helm, ) .
~ ed., 1966) . _ . '

. \
! A\

e

These records of the,early.ethnographers who saw Indian life-styles /~

’

. . \ * - B

\\ as worthwhlle and worthy of being preserved as ethnograph1es can never be

°

5alued h1ghly enough. - . ‘ _ - . -

N . 3, .
3 . . - . | s, oe it -
- One of the early Native éthnologists was John Napoleon Brinton Hewitt,

\ a part Tuscarora Indian’, who. was introduced to the field of ethnology by

e

~ <
. 5 . 5 . oM
\ B innie Smlth')IHe worked for many years at the Bureau of Amerlcan Ethnology . ;

-

at the Smlthé%hlaJ(Ins .itution in Washington, D. C. His work an the ! o o

? \Irog ian groups is considerable and far-,-ranging.l 0 e o .
Y X o s T - . .
' \ Other valuable material'gathered by Native anthropologists can be found
1nrthe ork of Arthur Caswéil Parker, a seneca; who worked for years at  ‘a-

X - > s RN «

! . N

\
1926,3‘1967) p%more gecent publlcatz.on by anothe}: Seneca anthropdloglst,

L 474 .
. v,_;x " AR = Lo

. George Abrans, is The Seneéa People\(lQ/G) publlshed by the Indian Trlbal

Te
A - . £

-Series, Phoenrx, Arlzona.‘ LT, N &
1 ) g o St

-

-2 LT s
= -« ' « “

N . lphe Bureau of Amerjican Ethnology Reports coatain informaticn of value
for most trlbal-groa The collection of .data on the. various, trlbes would . 4
. give a varied view of Indlaanhlte relatlonshlps. Native Amerlcan Women,‘ ) '
especially youpid college studentd, frequently express the sad fact (from N

-

I nt...r
o

their viewpoint) that most Native men, seem to-prefer non-Indian women. A“ . 7

fascinating accojint of the wife of an early field ethnologist, White, employed B

by the Bureau of American Ethnology, who fell in love with and married a L;&

Chemechuevi male may be found,ln Carobeﬁh Laird's Encounter with an Angry God, - s
) Bannlng Califorria: Malki Museum Press, 1975. (The Malki Museum Prgss is

an Indian publ;shlng house.) This account shows a 1l ng hlstory of the attrac-

.tion of Indlan males to non-Native females. Conversely,; the attraction which

Indian women had besides. survival value, for European men is well documented .

in O Meara's Daughfefs of the Country. Sylvia Gronewold s contribution to

Cushing go Native?" presents aspects of "Zunification" of an early ethnog-
rapher.

i
H Vs
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L

thésStat Museum in Buffals, New York, and wrote about’ his peogle (Parker, ' K ™

"
-
1

“KimBall and Watson's Cressing Cultural Boundaries entitled "Did Frauc!hmulton ' b




) ’ i .

" While doing field work at the Pacific Northwest, Franz-Boas, himself, . §
. * . . g - s . J ‘_~‘;
. encountered and &nsnared the Kwaiutl Native men, George -Hunt and Dan

» ¢
-

"Cranmer, who collected linguistig texts and folklorist materials for the, .
. "father of Ameri in.anthropology." . E

Instances of linguistic collaboration with Mative Americans produced

o

~

many products from the Department dé Anthropology at Columbia‘Uhivers;tQA;

T . “ ' . t

;l' . at which Boas was a professor. An example?of linéuist%c tra;éing.forﬁ : ‘L
;ﬁ f " .‘ Native American scholare bf‘tydt period caﬁ be seen in the work of;Atctfe i . * ?f
: ) ‘ Peingey, a Nez Peree. Hls publlcatlon Nez Perce Texts (Columbla Unlver51ty T . /i
'{,‘ ContrlbLtlons to Anthropol#é;, Vol. XXV, 1934) is referenced in the recept B .
: ? 7 . <

~ Ru- Mee Poom Tit Wah Tit (Nez Perce Tribe of Idaho, 1972) whlvh is an ex~ i . E

)
‘ 1,

cellent book, written by tribal members, O, the hlstory and culture of thls

i 1

trlbe in the. lateau culture area.. . K . . " "
A The profe551onal ratronage apd'colleagueship of Boas influenced Ella .
. 7 . M < . ]

. . ; . p ) . i . S
Delcria to producs, in collaboration with Boas, a _grammer of.a Natlve Siouan

-

language* (Boas and Delotia, 1941). ;This, led Ella Deloria to othpr llngulstlc

ke : . ané etﬁnological wfiting. Her book, Speaklng of ®ndians (1?4%; is a functlohal
;- and charming analysis of a "Scheme of Life that Wbrked" ampﬁg(the Lakota
) peogle . Her analyels of cultural adaptatlon .on Standlng Rock Reservation ’
N is 2nlightening, and the treat;:ht of kinship as a pervasive, coetinuing‘

.

strength in Sioyx identity is well presentea. ' ' -

“

- The relationship of anthropologist and Indian has not, however, alwayg ’
’ Been'a positive one. Anthropoloqlsts have ‘been perlodlc iy viewed with scorn
.. ahd suspician; sentlﬁents which are very much evident in Vlne Deloria's

No-oF . %

. skefch of the anthropologist, written duripg that tfme’of protest and confron-

.

tation, the 1960's: ] o : ¢ S S
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ibook, Custer Died for ‘.’ou‘r‘Sin's "(1969). e

great detail the female’role,so'important in these matrilineal societies.
- < * - i
It is obvious that male bias in anthropological reporting cannot: be attri-~

buted to White males only!

. ' 13

"‘They* are the antnrooologists. Social anthrcpologists,
" historical political anthropoloqists, economicuanthxopologists,

\ all brands of the species, embark on the great summer adventure.
For purposes of this discussion’we shall refer only to the generic
_bame, anthrooolooists. They are the most prominent mambers of
-the scholarly community that infests tﬁe land of the free, and
in the sumper time, the homes of tHe braves... While their histor-

identified on the reservations. Go into any crowd of people. -
Pick out a tall, gaunt white man wearing Burmuda shorts, a World
War II Army Air Force flying jacket, an Australian bush hat;
tennis shoes, and packing a large knapsaEk incorrectly s strapped
- to 'his back. Hey will invariably have a thin) sexy wife with
stringy hair, an IQ of 191, and a vocabulary in which even, the
prepositions have elever syllables. :

He usually has a- camera, tape recorder, telescope, hoola
hoop, and life jacket all hanging from ‘his elongated frame. He
rarely has a pen, pencil, chisel, sfylus,~stick, paint brush, or,
instrument to recor?. his observations. . .

This creature is an anthropologis+ " (Vine Deloriaf‘Jr,, 1969)

!

Perhaps female anthropologists should be grateful that they are not part

) of this native typology or perhaps Vine Deloria, Jr did not have suffic1ent

-
empirical eVidence to portray the female of the—anthropological spec1es. \

Be that ag it may, the foreooing description has been the rallying cry \

: : . .
’orﬁmahy tribal communities and militant groups since’ the original E

, ) . . \ . k
description appeared in Playboy, August, 1969, and later in Deloria's o

) ’

" More recently, the Dakota folk singer, ‘Floyd Westerman in his song

“Here Comes the Anthros" condemns those social scientists thought by

Native,groups to "rip-off" Native communities and become rich.

But vhatever the'uiew concerning"the‘anthropologist, whether positive
-—v - - -

- : - ) Rt
or negative, one factor remains constant: ethnologies of Native Americans,
v - - . e ~

even those written by Native male anthropologists, fail to sketch in any

. o N

\

ical precedent is uncertain, anthropologists can readily be. * -

‘i’
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- N - ”» . Y
I have tried to identify the male biss in many Native ethnographies

“ e s s

towards:Native women. If I be.aj]owed to extrapolate from theq sentimeﬂb§ c
ar e wom - - W
of Indian men in'my, and succeeding generations, it was not a deliberate

- ) . - misogynistic bias in Native men that made them depict Native women in an
\ : . v ] . .
I unattractive light. Put in historical perspective, the male bias in

- rd

N
[

anthropplogica} collecEing'can be seen simply as reflecting the androcentric
- - \ . _ - -

v+ interests.of, Indian men. . L o K4

I have also sought to emgpésize that to examine the place of women in

a .

-

jt~ . ; Native American.societies, one must be willing to dig into theé ethnographic

- L% -
. -literature to form a picture of the female in a tribal setting. They should

T " . o~ ) . 3 : . - Py
not, however, be pictured as statues "frozen in ecological dogalns and social

systé@é“ as D'Arcy McNickle, Blackfoot anthropologist, writes (1970), fox-

o ever unchanging, and unevolving. . . ) SR

N '

Despite’these limitations, thé role of Native women did not go entirely

. unrecorded, for those early days of anthropologist grd Indian intecaction,
when' the ethnologists often vaiidated their interest in Natjve life ways .

- -

%

< " by saying "We came here tu %garn" or "We want to record the way you live ‘
. .\. . . '™ ¢ — ",_ ’ : Rt . . [
at your grandchildren will have thiqxknow}edge,ﬂﬂresulpéd.in data

s - .
-

beiflg recorded from which one is able to detexmine tﬁe”differential role of

- . N

. N N ] . ;-" .
males 'and females in the "old days.” From the varieties of $tudies done on

, : \ : L \
the Native tribes in Np{thq?merica, one is“able to ferret out the activities

’l ‘.

oimen in the "ethnoaiapﬁic.present:“ If‘anthropo}ogists have done gpﬁhing
'v‘

-

el§e>°the§ ﬁéve collected cultural matpfiéls which form a basis for cross-
< ;
F~”E ’  '3gulturaj pompgrisonsﬂof the women's éple in autochthonous societies. There-
% 'fgzé,\in spfte of ail the limiéations, deficienéies, and scarcities, it ic
to gnthrppolovécal writings, Qhatever the éuality and nature of the?intér;

-
L4

’
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PR dction that one must go for informatioh about Native American female proto-
. . types. _As accounts, these are to be preferred to historical writings for
‘the latter are often more derogatory and biased than the former concerning
= the status and role of the Native American female in North America.
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é . National Anthropological Archives,
Bureau of American Ethnclogy Collection
R ) *  WIFE OF LOUIS, Sitting Bull's son i
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. " CHAPTER 1T - : L e

<

THE NATIVE AMERICAN WOQAN\IN ETHNOGRAPHZC PERSPECTIVE

-

~a
-

. : ’ . .
The task of presenting a complete portrait of, the Native American woman -

Y . Y

. ¥
®

~
is both awesome and 1mpos§1ble, for no matter what\ls presented, some Natlve,

-
’ . .

Amerlcan femalé will state, "But that is not true xn my trlbe.ﬁ

b £

Notw1thstandﬂ

-
’ . ¢ w
. -

*

Améﬁican woman as a dlstlnctxve and v1able being. It was also conceived

- o

« J - ' L
rto Drevent people from falrlng into the ethnographlc trap of viewing the

. !Natlve wﬂman s rlch role varlatlons as but more examples of ‘“the pooxr:,

3
= -

pr1m1t1ve Indian woman of bux denstrap and basket, of. bug;alo skln scraper and

\\3 dlgglnq stick:" Prev1ous works whlch purpzéledly deal comprehenslvely with

[

- v

Natlve American women JTérrell and Texrell, 1914; Nlethammer, 1977 take
¢ T : . ., . F L . .
SCattered approache$ to the lives of indigenous women aqﬂ téﬁa to emphasize

-

,the bizarre aspgcts of Native American females‘and their lifesﬁyles. . They

fail to accurately depict the world of In&ian women; the drﬁdgery, the joys;
: X " o ) . -
the prestige, the status, and the love which accrued to them because of the -

-

e < . K

! fulfillment of these roles.‘\ﬁhen‘vieWed from this light! one -gains a new

s, <
. . o .

appreciatioh of the Indian fewmale.

%< - » > .
t .- 4 . : -
. It is 1mportaht to understand that contemporary Native Amerlcan ‘women - -

. of all ‘tribes are as variable and vital in their respective tribal sogieties
- - ¢ . IS \ N
‘aé they were before the European invasion of their specific tribal homelands,

The dangers'qf Believing 1hat ethrographic accounts of Indian Womefi's lives
L} s - - . . <.
dup%icate in every way their present lifestyle is\great.
) \ . “' :ﬁ‘!f" S -

to Sey, completely unrealistic to expecE personality traits to remaio,,,

It is, needléss

-
x (3

uhchanged. ,To do so would be to commit the.gross error which is ascribed to
4 e @ .
\ . 2 .
‘ " p D g
| 16 Y.
a -
Ly 24
w1 . <
i a. .
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'. ' ‘ :7 | " "'/ . - . ‘\

P non%{ndians, that is, one's comprehension would.be as false as if one believed
. L3 .
S . ' e

-+ . that the Ojibﬁ%’still lived in-wigwams. g;is holds true, also, for those

- . Indians who speek.df’"thé‘lﬁhfan way" for it places them in the same category

- .b- . ) ) - . . - ~ - «

! of stetreatyping for which they often castigate the non-Indian. ,

- ~>On the other hand, there are undoubtedly.residual persiétences whiéhq .
. ] . - . - . -

SCUE allow Natjves to be- Lakota (Sioux), a Seneca, or a Navajo and maintain

ot ‘their own unique:manifestgtioné of tribalness.” This retentian and belief
. ) ". ’ W - o ’ . -
M ~ - o - - . : .
in ore's nwn tribal ways often forms the basis for an Indian's own ethno- e
} o7 - ) ¢
centrish and his firm intuitive belief that his own tribe is somehow better .
L . . . . - . .

§§E thah any other tribe. ‘Hallowell‘s writings reveal this interestina persistence .

of personality conflauratlons espec:ally among the Ojlbwa, who are alsn ¢ - - \:?‘f

- referred to as . Chlopewa and, more recently, in thelr language as Anlshanabe

-
. N . ‘ B

Indians.

=, .-

. . * ’ ¢ . . ! - :

. Anthropology deals with these factors of cultural change aad cultural L

. § ' : . i ) ; . . . B
persistence, and it is from the study of ethnographic accounts of Hative

) "American culture that one'can“p}eceed to .understand ‘women's place in(theirir

.
. 4

h
. Native societies. - .

B
. . ’

Of fizst concern should be the social systems inpo'whicﬁ fribes are¢ N .
» « f M , F4 - . . M

S t r ) -
organized,ﬁfor each .society is composed of people who act in patterned ways.

N . “

Interpersonal relationships are Epre or less organized into a formal kinship

> Y . N
2 \ 1’ ’

sfrﬁcture, and to understand Native Americans in their respectiye societies,
- it is necesse?y to.unaerstand‘lhe distincﬁive soeial orgenizatiopal features )
_ -of a,&ative.group for'these.accentuate tribal ﬂifferenees.and‘demonétrate
that the family type, the kinship structufe,_;lso the terminology, and the‘
- . .

o . - . A . - P :
marriage preferences are functional prerequisites, to insure the smooth

s

operating of that ciety.




ERIC

P A ruiimext provided by R
T

-

’ forcibly rer >ved.

in whlch the group did and does operate, that is, if the trlhe _were rot’

tribal group, it is of

When looking at.a

lmportance that the s?c1o—

cu%tural‘gacﬁground of each tribal group be salient;and clcarly defined.

~ . -

appreciation of the culture area concept in tgislinstance is 'an adequate
< - +

This device

offers a means of placing.a trabe " o

heuristic device (see map).
’ . . . - v
: 2 . i > M . » y * K3 > s ? '~ 3 s *
within. a geograph1c area which gives some indication of’ the etologlcal niche
4 ) . 1 »
e ] -

A traglc example of this was the renoval of the Cherdkee -

-
td .

from the Southeast to Oklahoma Indlan Territory vid the "Trail of Tears. .

Because Native Amerlcan groups dld not exlst in a vacuum but 1nteracted -

in either-a peaceful or warlike manher with other groups ofrIndlans, one -,

. - a

' _ . : o
_becomes aware of adaptations to demographic ,and envVironmental variables which

_loglcal and ethical systems, among other thlngs, areJtran mltted through

.does not determine cultural leerSLty, and one has only to look at one lan—

. possible to poinita to the Tlingit in the Northwest Coast culture area, the
nia,

resulted from this interaction.

-y

[N ‘ —'s ’, v’
It is alSo well to know the llngulst15 stock of the tr1ba1 group belng

« - L | Fad + ;
* ' 1 Y !

con51dered for much of the culture-world view; the value 1mperat1ves, the

- - -

expressive elements in songs, music, mythology, and folklore; .and the co§ho“

X
\.! =

‘.4 Lo -

1anguage. This 1nformatlon can be extremely helpful although, at the present

t1me, the prohibition about speaklng Natlve .tongues had produced a trehendous o

- }.; .

variance: in linguistic abilities in tribes.

o

tribe's language has value, if for no other reason than it reﬁeals the
¢
mendous 1i ngulstlc variations among the Native tr1bes.

-

tre-

-

However, language

guage stock AthapaskaﬂT‘for example, to determine that fact. It is also wt

" »

L8

Hupa in califor the Sarcee on the Northern Plains, and the 'Navajb and the’

. .
g . — .o

. Apache in the Southwest. is

A knowledge'of a respective - -

»e

"




MAN AND ENVIRONMENT
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NORTH AMERICA

. S?o to‘uo , ,&_’,-
MiLes ' “‘f\\n"
~
From Introducing Culture; by Ernest L. Schusky )
x g , and T. Patrick Culpert; Prentice-Hall, 1967, p. 105.
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' L ’ . <
) The adaptive strategies which allowed Native Americans to .survive before
- ) . . .
‘ the onslaught of superimposed and directed change are another important area
. t .0 .
which should be examined. 'This is not to gainsay that change is not continuous

. ——r . .
'in most societies but in most instances it was not coerced as it was with

P

North Amefican Indians. These strategies can be seen in the adoption of

s&ch materials and things as the horse, the gun, the cast iron and brass Kettlg,
glgss beads,.the metal awl and thimble, although often—ti?es the thimble was

.
>

e

Used as a decorative item. The utilization of such material-items shows a
- : . oy - R O « 1

technologically based selection process which is recorded over and over in —

v
historical aq% ethnograpi,cal accounts. However, overt acceptances of visual

- 2 - - . !
items should n%t overshadow the enduring elememts which have allowed Native .

» ¢
"lifestyles and world views to gemain basically Native.
' d

While all these broader categories aid in the uq&@rstﬁnding of Native

N N

Mmerican society, & more explicit and particular view is needed to understand
the various roles and statuses which women occupied in tggga life cycles in

Native cultures. To understand the processes by which females become
'y s te 3

functioning membecjfbf these distinct societies, one needs to assess the.

categories of "bacomigg" which produced a female in a particular tribaj.grdup.

The examination oi ceremonial and religious life, combined with other elements
. N 5 » . [}

of expressive culture proviée a means to determine the different functions
each Native American played, based on gender. World view varies with the
périod and time and this is often reflected in the ideals, the assumptions, ¢ o

the statuses and the expectatiohs of the male and female. The interplay of .

-

"vjdeal" as contrasted to "real" culture, the structural organization of the
Native tribe; the type of family and kinship network, the patterns of socializa-

tion or child training practices; the belief systems; and the values, explicit

20
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\‘and implicit, of the'hhique tribal group accounted for the variation in women's

- - ~

place within each culture. An understanding of these categories is the most
impbrtant key which enablec one to appreciate and to compare the 1ivqs'of

»- . ) - . = 7
Native women, both past.and present. ﬂ(

It is within this contextual cultural framework that one is able-to -
! ‘.

., comprehend the different tribal backgrounds and the exccedingly unique features .

o of becomingness. Becoming, being, and remainf%g female are aspeéts of'social;
- Gization 6r.eﬁculturation %Ainh make a female a part of a cultural group andk B
yeg éllod% her tozremain“aﬂ-actualized ind?v;dua% woman. R .
Learning to be é pe;;on‘is a pracesé ;f becoming. It is based upon ._; -

. N
. . 3 \

gégder difference and is part of the training practices for children peculiar 15

L I

. . > N . . -
te each tribal aggregate. ,The very essence of being an Anishinabe (Ojibwa,

Chippeﬁé), a Dine (Navajo), a Lakota (Sioux) or any of the other tribes of

[y

o
érll

. . ) )
North America depended upon the careful nurturing ‘of personhood in the tribal
group. Processes of becoming, being, transmitting and all®wing alternatives

for differing from the accepted cultural norm of each tribal group acccunted
~ _ } A - . _

for the distinctiveness of abofiginal entities. These patterns of life,
. . . ‘ t »

with adaptations which permitted cultures to survive in a modified foxm, can

- be seen in the viable and vibrant cultures of North American tribes tod?y. )
~ ‘4\ M * . \

Chi&d training practices were mainly within the province of females, It

Y -

A ]

was through them that the value orientations and the belief systems which

. perxmeate interpersonal relationships were transmitted. It is this area of
; "

LS

social interaction that was guarded jealously. Surprisingly, the, social

- ~

sphere of family and kin was one aspect into which members of the dominant

t ~

’ ,/‘
society, for whatever reason, seldom intruded. Those Indians who maintained

2

. " their culture within familial spheres were referred to in early days by some

€
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tribal contemporaries and non-Indians, as "haza core" or "hostiles," "blanket,"

\

"pagan," and"unreconstructed." Later they were seen as change agents, Indfan

PR
- . 3

agents, missionaries,‘and»teachers. They were, probably to a large degree,
responsible for the living and distinctive tribal features of each Native
L - - .

© . S

group. . . e

. - ,:.3"“-

. ~ -~ .

One approach to scrutinizing the lives of women has been that such rites -

- e

~

of passage-as birth, menarghe, marriage, menopause, and death, can be used

N
-

as discrete categories. These liminal_ﬁoiﬁis in a female's, life are of great

-

moment, not only to her but to members of her group. The Kinaalda puberty
! ’ ﬁ“—_——:ﬁ L4

rite .for Navajo maidens or the nai'es ("preparing her" or "getting her, ready")

-~
- O

ceremony for Cibecue Apache female adolescents are dramatic transition, rites

in which the child moves into the specialized roles of a woman capable of

- - . . . .‘ “ N .
-being fertilized,and -transformed into a mother who can then become a trans=
o~ 7.

.- . N . N

mitter of her cultural heritage. Female transition rites are often ritualized
. ) 5

and firmly imprints the status change in the 'mind of thz main participant.

-

Another category by which Native women can be examined in their respec-

-

tive societies is through the "womea's work" with'whichféhey have been

vy -

-

trqaitipnally identified. Tﬁese roles incl%pe: 5;ocreating fdmilies and trans-

mitting to them their valqe orientations; daily home-keeping chores, economic .

pursuits, and pérforming activities which are specific to role ogcupancy such
. ..
\, 1

as ceremohial participant, curer, healer, and-innovator. These are all parts

.
°

of _he female's experiences and form a focus to interest women in most non-

' @ - N

western cultures. These present guideposts for appreciation to these diverse

tribal women. ¢ ¢

Y

K In.looking at these varifous-functions of Nativq'women in their societies,

T N

one is better able to answer such questions as: What were the "primitive red

<
. .

e
’

[
™

[




., means by which the Native American woman can be understood. The delicate

- ~

mother 's" view of her children? What' vere the distinctive vlews of females ' |

A Ed

- LI 4 " 4
. PN > ‘ . [
towards males- and vice versa in these pre-contact groups? It is.vital to

- .
LN ¢

. - b . : P 2 .
make, the distinction between‘rﬁg'pre~contact period. The pqst-contacﬁkperiod -

_for the‘ﬁutch, Englléh, French, Spanish, and Pussian immigrants impactgd "

diffeientially upen the specific Native societies which they ehcountered in

® Te

X ° Loe
~ - /

Athe national’characteiﬂof the individual conqueror. What views from this -

_the various areas of North America. .This collision of new lifestyles reflected

B . . . ) R . L o N
pre-contact and posE-contact time have persisted in contemporary societies?

N t ’ \ . ~ : ’ N
How has the Christianized view of male and female relationships beegnigyn- \

cretized in the culture contact situation? How did women relate to "power,"
that omnipresent supernatural force which is so vital in Native societies,

térmedxoréﬁda among the' Irpquoian-speakers, wakan among the Siouan speakers,

. PR

and manitou émoﬂg-the Algonkian spgékers? These and other.queries deriving

from the cultural backgrounds of women need critical examination if one is o ,ﬂ_f
‘to fully understdnd-their plsces in life. - , ‘ : : :

. ) ) . e
Love relationships in all its many faceted manifestations provide another -

@
’

] . . . "
which a female had with her father; her brother ("brother" .
B . ' . . “

"might have diffierent connotations within each tribe); her male relatives, -gj

LY}

dyadic relatfonshigs

»
+

" consanguinal and affinal; her lovers; her husband(s) ; her grandfathers; and

((

her nephews all add to one's understanding of her plgég within ﬁhe:culgural

. \‘ . , . - “ . . -
background of her,t;ibe;- Political and economic features of a culture distin-

guish sex roles qnd:put'them into a perspective’vhich enhances the understand-
- . .

[

. ~

-ing of the roles of women and men. . "

When presented to show the regulating function of, such things as sororal .
i - L e ’ ’ . ' \
polygyny in the Plains, for example, the practice is lifted from the bizarré

3y
23 i Y .
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o realm and does much to promote cross-cultural understanding. The same can

@ N " - L4
: . 5 .
i , . .

be said of cross-cousin marriage preference  and the exchange of economic ..

. . : : . . . .
- goods for women in ‘certain courtship and marriage expectations. Even an

. ' K A

&7 -

examinatién of that obverse side of love, deviance, aids &omprehension. There

TS

S, to. - w : . ~ . ' R
- . ig little information in the ethnografhic literature about the female deviant -

. o=

or the rejection of the feminine role “s it is defined 'by a particular group.
: — ’ r s - i » .
.Descriptions of fomale behavior involving adultery, abortion, inces*, divorce,
. ’ . . . s ) Lo i ,/ '.,
_child gbﬁse, homosexuality, and just plain laZiness, aﬁe neglecEéd. %pt most

* " -t ‘ . /

Of these; with. the pOSSlble exception of child abus2, had a place in’ Natrve

~
4 ? A-.

Americdn culturesé\ One needs’to understand’éeviancy in these“societies. What

°

was the persondlity configuration of~the IrGQ%nis women ‘who partiCipated in )

the various sodalities which allowed dreaming to validate deviant behaVior?

[ '

How was dreaming actualized in Lakota qutureg Was it a correlata\tg the -

vision quest of men? How was abortion dealt with among the Qhejenne? How

was a highly sexed or promiscuous woman allowed to gratify her preferences,

.

) ¢
if indeed, she was? How was a weman in a sexually permissive society allowed

to reject this staadard if, indeed, she was? LT

“In alv this, the distinctive features of a Native American women's life

[

_have been stressed. It would, however, be a disservice to Native women not

Y

€

L3

.to stress the fact that there is a bedy of cqmmon experience which bind all

@ - N . - s

women, not just Native wom%nr«together.. to - e

» . . - .
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© . National Anthropological Archives,
Bureau of American Ethnology Collection -
.« WHITE HAWK, wife of Big Foot

o By Alexander Cardner, WQShington, b. C., 1872,
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empha51zes field work when dealing with cultures outside the Western’ European .

" other potential sources of informationf'

" negatively and, pationlzlngly to

.
»
5

M

. : _ CHAPTER III

NATIVE AMERICAN WOMAN IN HISTORICAL PBRSéECTIVE

[y

.. THE
o . . T . - .

While Native American men and women have directed theixr wrath, with -

. 3, ’ .

& - -
.

) - ; : o e
frequent justification, against anthropologists, historians have nqt come

into their same desErved share of condemnation. Anthropologists have ténded P

]
1
to ﬁave‘andirect, face-to~face interaction with indigenous peoples, for |, ,i

anthropoicgy‘focuses upon cultures as functioninq social systems and strongly ’ -
R © .

'eXperience. This generally involved be1ng a part1c1pant-observer in other
‘._‘ < ' ‘ Py
societies in which ther¢ are strong.oral traditions. o ] - ~

.
L4

History, on the other-hand,fuses an approach which is tied to historio-
graphp anq the use orjrecofaad sources ana.éocumentation‘via the”pfinteo Séra.
ths reliance on the written yord tends to make the historian,intolerant of !
: : This intolerance was painrully

.
s

apparent when tribal h1stor1ans from ‘_he Southern Ute and Nez Perce trlbes
. _ . p ﬁ
presented thelr views on work in Indian h1story at the annual meeting of the ’ .

American Hlstorlcal Soc1ety in 1974. Many dlstlngulshed h;storlans reacted

e N K _

these reports. Some "walked out”‘in disdain.

o ’ . st g -
It is thus, not unexpected, that the hlstorlan who depends upon the wrltten

\
| ot
! S =3 -

document, presents a‘mqre*unattractive portrait of'the Indian woman than does

the anthropologisf who'has more personalized contacts with his subject.

+

The folloW1ng excerpt is just such an unflattering source which purports

* - = e

to be h1story and from which the historian draws his material. For the

historian, it would have verac1ty since it is documented, but for many con-

. - ? N
- “ -
. .

temporary Indian feminists in the Woman's Movement, such accounts suggest a

need for a compensating "herstory." . . ‘ R

»

N
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. Reprinted from The Indian and The Whlte Man, Washburn, Wilcomb E., ed., Garden
..City, New York: Doubleday and Co. Anchér Books, 1964. Pexmission to repro-

duce this copyrighted material has been granted by Doubleday and Co. Anchor

. Books to ERIC and erganizations. operating under agreements with the National -
S Institute of Education, U. S. Departiment of Health, Education, and Welfare. .

= ° Further reproduct;on outside the ERIC system requires p®rmission of the )

- ' conyrlqht -bwner, -

L I ) *  Document 15
- - \L,m‘- R

o . - "They Never Love beyond ﬁetrieving" . .

~r ’ In 1709, John Lawson, gentleman and surveyor, published in
7 ",' London'hls.hlstory of North Carolina Auinder the- titld A New Voyage
: ' '“w to Carolina. Two years later, while on a surveying expedition
= - ) . in the Indian country, he was seized by 'the jealous Indians and
. put to death.. His knowledae and understanding of the Indians is -
evrgent An the follow1nq passace concernlng,the women he kKnew in- ’
his travels among the native villages of North Carolina+—The e
, bassage is taken from Lawson's History ‘of ‘Nokrth Cardlina: con~
taining the Exact Description and Natural History of that Country,
together with the present state thereof and a-Journal of a Thou-
5 sand Miles Traveled through several Nations of Indiams,.givingma-—~" =~ -~
Particular Account of their Customs, Manners, etc., taken from
O ~ the London edition ¢of- 17'4 and edited by Frances Latham Harriss,
. i . pp. 194-99- (Rlchmond Va.. . Garrett & Massie,\1937, reprinted : .
1952).. A ’ - < v ' N i *

-
s

-

. y As for the Indian Women which now happen in ﬁy'Way, when young,‘and

T at Maturity,.they are as fine shaped Creatures, (take them generally!) és
I N , - : 28 ‘ .
: ) any in the Universe. They are of a tawny Coniplexion, their Eyes very brisk

and amorous, their Smiles affcrd the finest Composuré a Face can possess,
- Ny s

Pyt N . »
\ : their Handsg are of the finest Make, with émall, long ?ingers, and as soft as

their Cheeks, and their whole Bodies of a sﬁooth Nature. They are not so

" -
. - ~

‘uncouth or unllkely as we suppose them, nor are they Stranger or not Pro~
" B - <

ficients in the soft Passion. They are, most of them, meréenary, except the
o

wl

\

\ ‘married Women, who sometimes bestow théir Favours also to some or other, in

their Husband's Absence; fox which-they never ask any Reward. As for the

- -

Report} that they are never found unconstant, like the-Europeans, it is wholly

false/ for were the old WOrld and the new one put into a Pair of Scales (in .
" > ]

| e ‘ /
Q " . ' i ’ : J&) . ¢ .




. . . - - ' .
point of constancy) it would be a hard Matter to discern which was the heavier.

As ‘for the Trading Girls, which are those designed to get Money by thefiFy .

, - T

Natural Parts, these are discernable by the Cut of their Hair; théir tonsure

s éiffering frdm,all cthers of that Nation, who are not of their Profession, . - oo
% - : - .

. which Method is intended t@kprevent Mistakes; for fhe Sabages,of America are == .

S’." o

des1rous (if noss1b1e) to keep their Wives to themselves, as well as those

e -

=" in other Parts of the horld When any Addresses are made to one of these
Glrlsr she 1mmedlatelj acqualnts her Parents therew1th, and they te11 the Klng

of 1L, (orov1ded he that courts her be a Strander) his Majesty commonly be1ng

. oE
z the Drlnc1na1 Bawd of the Natlon he rules over,. andlihereuseidom being ang %
- cam T o S50 .
- e . ' s .
of these Llnchester-Weddlngs,agreed on W1thout hls Royal Consentu He 11ker
¢ L.
;A (f ‘ s - ——— e

DU U

fw1se adv1ses‘her”what Bargain to make, and if it hanoens to be'an Indian s
"y :

~

[}

- p . <' ~ - .
= "~ Trader that wants a‘ged-fellow and/Mgs got Rum to se11, be sure the King must .

have a 1arge Dram- for\a Fee to confirm the Match. These Indlans that gre - ¥

. | .
. of the elder sort, when any such Question is put “to them, will debate ,the

,Matter amongst themselves with all the Sobriety and Seriousnéss imaginable,'

¢+

v
e

-

every one of the Girl's Felations arguing the Advantage or Detriment that .

“
.

may ensue such a Night's Encounter; all which is done with as much Steadiness

R ) ‘ A P > 1

S and Reality as if it was the greatest Concern in the World, ahd not so much _ }
- . E3 3 . N ’ :,' ‘ t ..
- - H . e . *

- as one Person shall be seen to smile, so long as the Debate holds,»maklng . .

- ) - . ’ . + *v\ . I
no Difference betwixt an Agreement of this Nature and a Bargain oﬁ any other. '

If they comply w1th the Men's De51re, then a partlcular Bed 1s prov1ded for

then, e1ther in a Cabln by themselves or else all the young people turn out

o

to.another Lodglng, that they may not sp011 Sport, and=if the old People‘zv
’ are in the same Cabin alona w1th them all nght they 11e as unconcerned

‘ as if they were so many Logs of Wood. If it be an Indian of their own Tovm
: . .

. . . o227 . “ Y

Q. . , Ju
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(Y

that People. ’

- . N . N | 4
’ » : A - . . i
or Neighborhood,. that wants a Mistress, he comes to none but the Girl, who

~ ”

* ‘receives what she thinks fit to ask him, and so lies all Night with him,
& ,g}“ )

without the Consent of her Parepts.

- 4 -
The Indian Traders are those which travel and abide amongst the Indians

( e

"for a long space of time; sometimes for a Year, two, or three. These Men ¢

«

have commonly theiy Indian Wives, whereby they soon -learn the Indian Tongue, *

'
¥ . <

keep a Friendship with the Savages; and; besi&ég‘the Satisfaction,of a She- -

_ Bed-Fellow, Ehey fina‘these Indian Girls very serviceable to them, on Account Yo
R P

of dressing their Victqals, and instructing them in the Affairs and Customs R

.of the Country. Moreover, such a Man gets, a great Trade with the Savages;'

)

- - 1 .
for when a Person that lives amongst them, is reserved from the Conversation

- ] —~

of their Women, tis impossible for him ever to accomplish his Designs Hmongst_

But one great Misfortune wvhich often times attends those that converse,

28 >

with these Savaé Women, is, that théy get Children by them, which are sel-

dom educated any|otherwise than in a State of Infide%ity; for it is a cer- .

ot N

tain.Rule and Custom, amongst all the Savages of'América, that. I was ever

acquainted withal, to let the Children always fall to the Woman's Lot; for . -

it.bfﬁen happéns, that two Indians that have lived together, as Man and Wife,

s

in which Time they have'h%q several Children if they part, and another Man
5possess her, all the Children go along with the Mother, and none with the
Father. And therefore, on this Score it ®ver seems impossible for the

Christians to get their Children (which they have by these’ Indian Womeni
away from them; whereby they might bring them up iﬁﬁthe Knowledge Qf the
Christian Principles. Nevertheless, we often find, chat English Men, and

other Europeans that have been accustomed to the Conversation of these

. )y 28
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" savage Women and their Way'of Living, have been, so allured with that careless

T sort of Life, as to be constant to their Indian Wife, and her Relations, so

.

lonq as they lived, w1thout ever desiring to return again amongst the Engllsh, :

although they had very fair 0pportun1t1es of Advantages amongst the1r Countvy-

»* - [

mén; of which sort I have known several. - -

. N s
. -

‘7 . As for the Indian .larriages, I hzve read and héard of a great deal of

=% have been amongst them, any otherw1se than I shall here give you an Account

g H

-

of, which is as follows:

when any young Indian has a Mind for such a Girl tc his Wife, he, or
. ’ : R . ) -
some one for him, goes to the young Woman's Parents, if living; if not, to
. ; R .

1’

l

:

|
_ 1
Form and Ceremony useqd, which I never saw;'nor yet could learn in the Time I ' ’
her nearest Relations, where they make Offers—wf the Match betwixt the Couple.

TheJﬁelations reply, they will consider of it; which serves for a sufficient

¢ "o . .
Answer, till there by a second Meeting about the Marriage, which is genexrally

brought into Debate before all the Relations, (that are 0ld People) on both’

@

» * 6 - ‘
sides, and sometimes the King with all his great Men, give their Opinions

o

therein. If it be agreed on, and ‘the young WOman apbrove thereof, (for

these Savages never give their Chlldren in Marrlage without their own Consent) -

»

the Man pays so much for his Wife; and the handsomef she is the greater Price

she bears. Now, it often happens, that the Man has not so much of their . .
ii& B Money ready as he is'to pay-.for -his Wife; but if they know him, to be a-good
B 1 ‘ . ; . .

X BEunter, and that he can raise the Sum agreed for, in some few Moons, Or any.

little time they agree, she shall go along with him as betrothed, but he is

v s - . ‘

not to have any Knowledge of her till the utmost Payment is qis%harged;

-

all which is punctually observed. Thus they lie together under one‘Covering

for several Months, and the Woman remains the same as she was when she flrst

- s
.

’ . . . 29 ,
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-came to him. g doubt our Europeans would be apt to break this'Custom,’hut

[y

the Indian Men are not so vigorous and 1mpat1ent in the1r Love as we arée. ~ . -

-f'ri

Yet the WQmen are quite contrary, and those Indian Girls that have conversed

»

" with the English and other Europeans, nevor care for the Conversatlon of

1

I

‘their own Countryméh aftervards. *

‘ .
¢ K .,

. . They never marry so near as a first Cousin, and altho gh there is nothing

more coveted amongst them than to marry a Woman of their cwu Nation, yet .

when the Nation consists of a very few People,;(as nowaday. it often happens)

°

.

'sc that they are all of them related to one another, then they look out for

-+Husbands and_WiVes amongst Strangers. For if an Indian lies with his.Sister,'

or any vaery near Relation: his‘Body is burnt,'and.his Ashes thrown into the s

Rlver, as-unworthy to remain on Earth, yet an Indian is aliowed to marry

& 7 =

two Sistersr or his Brother's Wife, Although these People are called Savages,
yet Sodomy 1s neber heard of amongst them, and they are so far from the

Psactzce of that beastly and loathsome 'Sin, that they have no Name, for it in

-

thelr Language. , ' ' , .

o

o

The Marrlaqes of these Indians are no fartHer blhdlng than the Man and

s

/ .
Woman agree Together. Either of them,has Liberty to leave the other upon any

. frivo:.ous Excuse they can make, yet whosoever takes the Woman that was another ‘
%an's before, and bought by him, as they all are, must certainly pay'to'her

' former,Husband whatsoever he gave for her. Nay; if she be a Widow, and her .
. . .
Husband died in Debt, whosoever takes her to Wife pays all her Husband's
2 s ) by :
_-Obligations, though never so many: yet the Woman is not required to pay any- ¢

thing, (unless, she is willing) that was owing from her Husband, so long as -

she keeps Single. But if .a Man courts her for a Nicht's Lodging ard obtainsg o
it; the Creditors will make him pay her Husband's Debts, ana he may, if he
. SN . /

«

. : *
. ,
. . <r7
. ) . .




b

.- * ’ 3 ] : ,
will_tékg her for his Money, or sell her to another for Kis Wife. I have .
’ seeﬁ;séveral of thesg éargains driven in a day; for you may see Men Eelling-
’ . . . . ) . . 2
:tﬁei;'Wiveécas Men do Horses %nﬁa'Fair, a Man being allowed not only to

» R < ..

) . . ! N

' change’ as often as he pleases, but likewise to have as many Wives as he is *
. I . # st .

- 3 . :

able to maintain. I haye often seen that very old Indian Men, (that Lave
LT - N s .7 < -

) . 3

i ’béen Graﬁdees'in their own.Nation) have had.three or four very 1ike1y young

o > -
. » 4

Inlian Wivés, which I have much yondered at, becéusg, to me, they seemed

- . . - kY
incapacitated to make good'Use of one of*them. . . +« °

. ) . )
The young Men will go in the Night from one House to another to visit’
the"yoﬁﬁg Women,. in which sort of Rambles they will spend thg“whole Niqht.-

. ; . : \,
In their Addresses they find no Delays, for if she is willing to entertain

. .

L3
[

the Man, she gives him_Encouragement and grants him Admittance; uthrwise

f. P
she withdraws her Face from him, and says, I cannot seef§ou; either you or

I must leave this Cabin and sleep somewhere else this Night. .

*
’ . M |

They are never to boast of thelr Intrigues with the Women. ‘If.theyvdof
.‘ . .’
none of the Girls value them ever after, or admit of thel: Company in their -

' -
,

Beds. This proceeds'ﬁot on the score of Reputation, for there is no, such
: . \

*

" thing, (on that account) known amongst them; .and although°we may reckon them
the(greafest Libertines and moust exgrﬁvagant in .ieir ?mbraces, yet they

retain and possess a Modésty that requires those Passions hevep to be divulged.
J e ) .

The Trading Girls, after they have led that Course of Life, for several

" vears, in +hich time they scarce ever have a Child; (for they have an Art to
: \ k4

destroy the§bonception, and she that brings a Cchild in this Station, is °

accounted a Fool, and her Reputatic n is lessened thereby) at last they grow

p

.

~

weary of so 1..ny, and betake themselves to a married State, or’ to the Company




v

Iy
LAY

of one Man; neither does their having been common to so many any wise lessen

-

their Fortunes,‘But rather augment them. \

. . N , i
The Woman is not punished for Adultery, but tis the Man that-makes the

. \ . .
injured Person Satisfaction, which is the Law of Nations practised amongst
&

them all; and he that s.rives tc evade such Satisfaction ‘as the Husband’

demands, lives daily in Danger of his Life; yet when discharged, all Animosity
- . )
is laid aside, and the Cuckold is very well pleased with lLis Barjain, whilst

the Rival is Yaughéed at by the whole Nation, for carrying on his intrigue

N

with no better Conduct, than to be discovered and paj so dear for his Pleasu%e.

v ~ .

The Indians say, that the Woman is a wenrk Creature, and easily drawn . .

o ~

away by the Man's Persuasion; fcr_which Réason, they lay no Blame upon her,
N s .- .

but the Man (that ought to be Master of his Passion) for persuading her to

it. ‘ *
They are of a very hale Constitution; their Ereaths are as Sweet as

the Air they breathe in, and'the Woman seems to be of that)tender Composition,

as if chey were designed rather for the Bed than Bondage. Yet their Love -
* " B . ’ -

is never of that Force and Continuance, that any of them ever runs Mad, or

makes ayéy with thémselves on t.at score. They never love beyond Retrieving

their first Indifferency, and when =lighted, are.as ready to untie the Knot

at one end, as _you are :t the other. : . 7 .

\'.

Yet I knew an European Man that had a Child or two by one of these

Indian Wemen, and afterwards macried a Christian, aftef\yhich be came to pass

away a Night with his Indian Mistress; but she made Answer that sne then had

E

! forgot she ever knew him, and that she never lay with another Woman's Husband,

- v - -
+

so fely a crying and took up the Child shie Had by him, and werft out of the

.Cabin (away from him; in great Disorder..

3‘ .,32

' | 41 B .




Y !
.

This degrading and derogatory view of Indian women can be seen repeatedly ‘
in historical accounts. Exploitation of Indian women by "men of the frontier"

is shown frequently ir such historical narggtives. This is particularly true

of bhooks such as O'Meara's Daughters of the Coﬁntry (1968) . This book popu-
L1 -

larizes and perpetuates the sensatioi al aspects of intimacy between Native
- " " ~ " )
o women and Euro-American men, and in some cases African.men, on the North

American frontier. It can be compared to the popular novzl, The Man Who Loved

: Cat bancing by Marilyn Durham (1972) which subsequently became a movie. ’
,"° , ‘ Undeniably economic, sexual, and social interchanges betweea White men

< ' ¢

- and Natiye women occurred. These interactions were for both groups prevaient

2 e

and profitable. This ¢ - be seen in a-famoys historian's, Williamlm.‘ﬂagen,.
S O b e

* account of Oglethorpe ana s interaction with the Creeks.
‘"Parther south, Georgia's early Indlan relations vere relatively
palnless owing to Oglethorpe s prestlge with the Creeks. Recog-
.nizing the power of this tribe he courted their favor through Mary,
] a half-blood Creek woman who narried successively a South Carolina
LI trader, a Georgia m}lltld cfficer, and a former Indian agent turned
' cleric.  All of Mary's “.usbands, as well as Oglethorpe, profited . '
fromMary's relation to the head of the Crgek nation. These white
mel\ were ngt the fixrst, nor the last, to use Indian marriages to
further their economic and political objectives. Sentiment may
.have played a role in these connections, but it is interesting to »
note that white men usually c-ntracted such liaisons with only close .
relatives of tribal leaders." (AmericanTndiams, 1961)

[N

(Y

’ - : -
The time period to which Hagen refe;e is around the 1750's and is in an

area which is not commonly identified as "Indian Country."* .

Historically, the trappers and traders who had social intercﬁange with

-

Indian females were labeled with the heinous terms of "squaw" and "squaw man."

"Squaw" was a term derived fromsthe Algonkian language, spoken in the

LY

-

*The removal of the Five Civilized Tribes separated the original ‘inhabi-
tants from their country. This is" dften the case when one reads of the Indians.
. east of the MlSSlSSlpJL Rlver. yost people think of it as being devoid of
Indian peoples. . v
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Northeastern parts of the continent; these derogatory terms, however, vere
.- ( . b
used throughout the continent' and persist .,in the present time.

It is an extremely rare historical account whic!‘ gives a favorablie or

-
. IS

extensive view of the Native American woman or her role in her respective
< -

‘ntribe. Historiens even more than anthopologists have tended té focus'on'

~

1

the bazarre and the spectacular in their accounts of Native American women.
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‘Photograph by Cgurtesy'of'the Smithsonian Institution,
_National Anthropological Archives,
Bureau of Amorican Ethnology.Collection
STANDING WIND, a v~man
Photographer and date unknown
Remarks: Note on original print says
"A girlhood chum of Chief Gall's."
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. : “w ' ' " CHAPTER IV

L U »

g S . - <.
Y ., A , THE PLAIN'S NATIVE AMERICAN WOMAN
<oy S b .

N . “ - . - .

oo .
£y &

" When descripinq a male Plains Indian, a generally attractive image is

L
B :3\_

drawn of a tall pandsome bronzed person possessed of an 1mp051ng stoic

LI

- demeanor , an aquiline nose, and high cheek bones. This person is seen attired

I

i:' \ in‘fringed white buckskin clothes and bedecked in a feathered head-dress of

e - . .

-

eagle‘feathers:to’denbte his coups in battle or horse-stealing. His counter-

*

v

Lo part, the Plains Indian female, however, is not described in such generous
P _ £ .

. - B e S ' N . ~
terms. . = - ' _— '

ye . -

-; . E. Adamson Hoebel, a male anthropologist who did his field'work anongri .
. * -3

Q the Northern Cheyenne Indians in Montana in the early 1930's, is a prominent

exception to the rule that anthropologists depicted'Indian women nagatively.

His work presents a balanced view of the male and femdle relationships in a

- . Native culture, a balance which is to be understood aslexplicit and implicit -

in Indian societies. b :

o

B ) . "The Cheyenne Indians or Tistsistas, meanino “The People" are one .
) . of the most notable, of the western tribes who inhabited the Great -

.. Plains, the open country Iying west of -the Mississippi and east .-
‘ ‘of the Rocky Mountains. They were famous among early travelers .
S for the chastity of their women and the courage of their warriors;, ‘
3 ~ in later years, when evexything was in change, they. were considered
A e the mos€ conservative of the Plains Indians. Their attitudes ‘toward

\ i . sex and war, and -toward the maintainence of their social order are-
\ T the most outstanding features of their way of life." (Hoebel, 1960)
. 3 -

. . -
! : H v

* The Hoebel monoéraph is posed,in the ! ethnographic present," that is, the

opening cultural system previous to the changes wrought by contact with various

¥ -~

European ciVilizatiods. Hoebel's contribution concbrning €eminine roles,

- .
‘ . 4

. status, and prestige proVides an excellent baoxground for Michelson's The

NarratiVe of a Southern Cheyenne Woman and Stands in‘Timber's statements con- °

- ¢, L : - ’ A\ . :
cerning’ . the "‘changing status of women. It merits inclusion for it .does much to -
counter the anthropological reporting of the "Native woman as drudge."

’ ‘u. ~ ) ‘ 35 ‘ v ) -
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Since-each tribe in North America reflected, to.some extent, the life

-~

styles of their Europezn conquexor, it is helpful to attempt'to reconstruct f“

the dynamic character of the Native, societies prior to this time of contact,
L . ’ v

whith was different for each tribe. This gives a basis for a life style and

. i e . . . » .
 an ethos which, though not operative in the present day, offers a ground plan
’ . . h i ¢,

. for ongoing systehs of human hehaviors, values, languaée, and°kinship systeus-

~
2y ~

which account for the‘unique character of contemporary tribal ent1ties. An_

account of Native cultures gives ‘a basis for cross-cultural comparisons and

.

analyses of sex roles in diverse groupings of contemporary tribes.
Rl -

Hoebel, in the selection, allows us to see the various stages of the

enculturational prdcess whereby a Tigtsistas child pecomes a Cheyenne. The
' [} - .

' timehperiod is roughly . 1840-60. This section dwells on world view and“per:‘

sonality structure and leads to discussions of the present-day Cheyenne and

* other Indians. This written account can'be compared to oral history accounts

. s . N s - '} o ‘ ] s ' s '
of present-day societies’ in order to contrast the social changes in sex xoles

and-the impaét of Christianity and "civilization' on Native cultures.

~
o
k3
Z

Reprinted from The Cheyennes: Indians gﬁ_the Great Plains, E./Adamson
Hoebel, New York, New York: ‘Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1960. Peymission
to reproduce this copyrighted material has been gfanted by Holt, Rinehart:
-and Winston to ERIC apd organizations qperating under agreements with the’
National Institute of Education, U.S. Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare. Further reproduction outside the ERIC system requires permission
of the copyright owner.

. Reserved and‘Dignified,'the adult Cheyenne male moves with a quiet sense
\‘ » - i , . . . ) '“’
- of self—assurance. He speaks fluently, but never carelessly. He is careful

of the sensibilities of others and-is kindly'and generous. He is slow to

anger and strives to suppress his feelings, if aggravated. Vigofous on the

hunt and in war, he prizes the active life. ToQards enemies he feels no

I

&
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. merciful compunctions, and the more aggressive he is, tpe better. He is well -

> . ..

verced in rltual knowledg * He is neither flight/ nor dour. Usuaply éuiet, ¢

‘e 2 I ; :
he has a lightly dlsplayed sense of humor. He is sexually repressed and . :
. W ¢
maSOChlSth, but that masochlsm is expressed in- culturally approveu r1tes.
- He does not show much creatlve xmaglnatlon in artistic expressmon, but he has

a firm grip on reality. Heideals with the problems of life in set‘ways while

. * r

at the same time showmg a notable capac1ty to Qead)ust to new c1rdumstances. ,

HlS thinking is ratlonallstlc to a hlgh degree and yet colored with mystlclsm
His ego is strcng and not easily_threatened. His superego, as manlfest in" o
. [ Tt

: NPT . S s . - .
his strong social conscience and mastery of his basic¢ impulses, is powerful .

and dominating. #He is "mature"--serene and-composed, secure in his sooial .

position, capable of warim social"rela;ions. He hasgpowerful anxieties, but

. x . i . -\

s

these are channeled into institutionalized modes of collective expression with

satisfactory results. He exhibits few neurotié tendencies.

. ‘ . 2. " B
. * Thetypical grown-up Cheyenne woman exhibits much the same constellatign <
of traits. Not having the direct outlet for abgressive,dmpulses that men find

- . in war, she-is touchier in domestlc relatlons and apt to be a bit willful

within her family. ernnell cal;s her "masterful. She is more art*stlcally
- . creative fhan the maYe, but still within prescribed limits. She is equally
_ . ' . s " . . " . Y

' repressed sexually but manifests less comgensatory behavior in masochism and

.aggression against enemies--altﬁough both t%ese traits are discérnible in her.
* N ¢

fhe'moldi@q of the adult, of. course, begins in infancy. Cheyenne chil- ‘ 'ﬁ o

¢ . . [ T v

dren ar~ highly valued by their parents and by-the tribe. From the outset, ’ -

their lives are made as comfortable as is possible. They are strictly taught
and steadily but gently molded toward the Cheyenae ideal in aegatmosgge;§ oé

» M ‘ -
love and fnterest. The Cheyenne child is rarely physically punished, and we
1 . N . . : * 4 . .

v : . Is
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Togp . . - . i
. r . -

x ‘have seen how\daughterS'may react in suicide if th2ir mothers are overly

-

harsh or vindictive after they have grown up. : Co- R :

Birth is attended to by the female relatives of the mother assisted by
* . Pl

samg,kﬁgwle&geabie'old mi%gi;es. A speciél birth %féye-is sémegimes raised,

if: “ Jﬁilghéugh most g;rths‘take place in tge home tipi.‘x;hé mother 4n ilabor doe; ‘:
P -, — : .

. not lie infbed but kneels on a_hay-covéred robe before a stout frame of'polés

;ff set‘firmly in the ground. She geizes'a vertiéal;pole and is-ehbraé;d from the;

front by Qimi@wife, who braces her own back against the framéﬁofk. Anothef

d . i

midwife receives the baby anhd removes it from therear.

-

. ' .. . ;
As soon as the baby is born, the mother's uvula is tickled to make her " i

»

. (gag, thus forcing out €he placenta, whis? is wrapped in a bundle ané hungiout_

~ . -
.

4 " in a trek.’ The baby's umbilical cord is cut, tied, and salved. When it
N . . ¢

L4l

- . 'finally Qroés off, it is cafefully saved by the mother, dried, and sewed into d
ii . a little buci:skin bag to be kept by the Fhild untii he grows up, perhabs well
; into adulthood. According to tha éheyenne, the navel contdins so f the. ’ 2.

Id

' essence of a child's 'personality, and the éhila who does not care. for his

.

umbfT!cal will Se disobedient and bad. Excepfifor this belief, there is little

= ?__' of the mystical in Cheyenne birth practices. Mothers, it is true, must observe
- ‘ . v

a few minor prenatal tabus, and a quiciﬁe man may be engaged to sing during

, the birth, but the general tenor of

the whole proceeding is one of practical
i P - [ .- . - Sl o ol A

obstetrics. The father may not ente. the tipi until after the baby is Born}-‘xalv

v
-

5 ' but he is, busy with practical tasks outside, keeping the fire going and helping,:?“am\ﬂi

" ‘the woman who is cooking a meal for the birth attendants. He engages in no

. - N .
magic, observes no special tabus, nor engages in anything resembling the

coivade. Nor is the mother -xritually isolapea after giving birth. She rests

in thq~ggé{ for four days, it is true, and during this time her child is

. . . . .
e . .
38
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’ - s . .
@et-nursed, but the idea behind this practice is that she needs rest to,
. ~ . - ) . <

4

regain her strength. There are no purificatory rftes before she or her Eaby
¢ < v # !

may, rejoin the sdciety. - . R Lot

Newborn babies are gently greased, powdered, and wrapped in soft robes,

Y

" If the weather is cold, they are carried in the mdther's arms for warmth and

A} : -
comfort. Cheyenne mothers use‘the cradleboard--a wooden frame carried on

’

the mother's back and on whlch is a 1aced-up animal-skin "cocoon™ in whlch

-

the 1nfanc is tightly bound like a mummy. The bqby‘leqordlnarily not put on/ﬁ_ L

. 'the cradleboard until .some weeks after its birth. The advantage of its use is

I3
- o

‘that the mother may go about her, work,with an. assurance that her baby will ‘ . F 4
* / ) " A ’ '—‘
not get into trouble. 1If traveling, or watching a dance or ceremony, she 3

.carries the board like a knepsack; when working in'the lodge, she hangs it

. — ——
\ ———
B .

upright from one of tﬂe lodge poles; when workin&aoutside the lodge, she leans

N

it against the 6§dge covering. Although the infant is tightl? confined when
tied’'in the cradleboard, this does not<retard its development in learning to

walk ox, in other phases of growth. It muét early learn quiet patience, how- .

ever, Crying is not tolerated. The Cheyennes say éhis is because a squalling
baby mlght glve away the camp p051tlon at night when enemy raiders are seeking
s -
it, for an attack’ On a deeper level, however, the Cheyennes aohor anyone ) ‘

forcnng h1° w111 upon others by self dlsplay, and this behavior principle must

® o . .
ne 1earned from the outset, Crylng bebles are not scolded, slapped, or wemTT T T

a

threatened. They are simply—taken out on the cradleboard away from the camp
e | , x a
a into the brush where they are hung on a bush. There the squalling 1nfznt
. . ;

» .
is left alone until it cries itself out. A few such experienéeé indeldibly

»

teach it that bawling brings not reward but complete and total rejection and
" -
ot .
the loss of all social contacts. On the other hand, the good bab§ is cuddled
. \
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< . and constantly loved. - When not on the board it;is rocked in the arms of its
T . . 4 - - )

mother or grandmother and sootﬁed with lullables. It is nursed whenever it
= N [ - - a

= w ¢ L , i >~

DR shows a desire (self-demand feeding).

9 kg .

’ LY

As the infant gets a little older, it is more often carried about on-its

mother's back ;;*a blanket sling rather than %ﬁ,the cradleboard. Its head

projects about her ‘shoulders; it-.hears and sees all she dP?f‘ it shares the
o ~ 'warrth of her body and feels the movements of her muscles; it receives food

_<passed over the mother's shoulder; it even sleeps.on_her back ag she goes

i about her household tasks. It is enVeloped in warmth, movement, and affec-

T , tionate attentiofd. Its body is gently soothed with medicated ointments and
- " . .

? soft vegetable gintments. ﬁts early years are full of adult-given ggétifica—

*

+ tion.. Its frustrations must, however, be quickly.internalized, for the alterna-

o tive is isolation in the brush., This is the first lesson learhed, and it must o

-— [
. ———— e «
. ———

i

———

v
v

e remembered-at ‘all times; it pervades.Cheyenne life. Children are to be A :
s RO ) : e L
quiet apd respectful in the presence of elders. The learned have much to - - .. . _
: v offer, and what one acquires iQ‘wisdom’about the Cheyenne way one acgquires
A - .
' through.'earning taught by those who know the way. Cheyenne relations between
.. Y, ' ¥
younger and elder are thus the relations of pupils and teachers--and pupils d

N
f

must be ,deferential.

’ s

On the basis of this well-established relationship, Cheyenne children are ’

- >
¢

‘éontinuouqu exhorted by their elders: "Be brave, be hopest, be virtuous,4be

iadustrious, be generodus, éo not quarrel! If you do not do these things,
people will talk about you in the camp; they will not respect you; you will

v
be shamed. If you listen to this advice ydﬁ will grow up to be a good fian or
woman, and you will amount to something." The values of the,Cheyenge are

A . .
made explicit in a steady stream of germonizing that expostulates what is deeply

i PR
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woven into everyday 1ife. The values are reiﬁforced by many explicit mecha-
. - ..

= nisms of ‘public and family approval. 7

;i~ - A child does not ﬁave to wait until he is grown up to be able to practice
; - what is preacged and to experience the satisfaction of Rerformance. Cheyenne

e

. children are little replicas of théir elders in interests and deed. Children

'beéin to learn adult activities and practice them in play at incredibly early

- . .« -ages. Boys learn to ride almost as soon as they learn to walk, glrls soon
after. At tw0 or three, they ride.with their mothers, and by the time they

.are five or six, little boys are riding bareback on their own colts and

mastering the use.oﬁsthe lasso. By seven or elght they help with the herdlng

~ v

of the camp's horses. Little girls, as soon as they can toddle,. foliow their

?{7 mothers to gather wood and bring in water, the motheré patiently helping them .

= 7y with their pint-sized burdens. Boys get small, but good quality, bows and

arrows as soon as they can effectively learn to use them. As Grinnell observed,

In their hunting, these tiny-urcﬁins displayed immense caution and
patience, creeping stealthily about through the underbush of the e
" river bottom, or among the sagebrush on the prairie....The care
with which they twisted and wound in_and out of cover when approaching
the gar2, taking advantage of every iﬁequality in the ground, of the
brush, and of the cluxps of ryegrass, was precisely what they would .-
have to practice when hunting in later llfe. (Grinnell 1923:T:115)
' 4

{ : . .
Until they are twelve or thirteen, when they are ready for real hunting

and their first war expeditions, the boys join‘with-the girls at "play caﬁp."

The girls have small tipis, made for them by'their mothers. The boys choose
- older girls to be their mothers; the smallest children are usad as babies,

. - - [
and the rbutine of full family life is mimicked throughout the day. The boys

catch fish and brlng in birds and rabblts for their food. . They cannot kill

P real bhuf Iu, put they have great fun with imitation buffalo surrounds. The
3 - .

boys who are the make-believe buffalo carry a prickly pear oh a stick ‘to

[y
- f

represent the buffalo's horns ,and heart. They go out first to "graée." Other

i
)
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ride all around the camp, singing a song in praise of the boy. The youngster's

<
?{' . L]
i,

~ boys, mounted on sticks, fide out to surround them and charge in with their

ot

. ‘ ‘ ,
‘;bows and blunt arrows for the, "kill." jAn arrow in the center of the prickly

pear brings down the game; if it is off the center, the "bull" is only

" wounded and turns and charges to give the unskilled hunter a swat on his rear

end with the spiny cactus. War is also played with faithful mimi~cry of the

real thing, inciuding the dismantling of the “cﬁmp“ by the girls, who flee to

-1

safety with their “children" and belcngings while their "men" try to stave

‘Off the enemy.

v

In the. play associated with the children's camp§ (which,:

incidentally, they call "large plaf" in contrast to small girls' and boys'

) pléy with dolls and toy bows ‘and arrows, which is called "small play“)_Ehey

. J . A

even put on Sun Dances. Some of the béys maf p;efce themselveé with cactus
. . LA - - - hd
thorns and drag chunks of wopd, calling them buffalo skulls:

k4

) . - » ) "
A boy's First real hunt and war .party comes early id 1life~--at twelve.or,

thirteen. His, first buffalo kill is rewarded with great public rebogniti&?,

if his family can afford it. His father calls out the news for all in the

e

.

¢amp to hear, and he announces that he is gﬁv%ng a good horse--even his best: .
one--to some poor man, in honor of the event. This.maﬁ’Qets on the horse to
mother may get up a feast, to which the father publicly 'invites a number of

poor people to share in the f;mily's good foftune: Gifts of blankets and other

valudbles may be distributed at the end of the feast. The same thing is done
7 . .
when a boy comes home from his first war party. = ° 4 -

‘1t is easy to imagine the sense of glowing pride of the young teen-ager

who gets such attention on his first manly successes. Cheyenne yousbﬁ have

little reason to be rebels-without-cause. They slip early into manhood, know-
ing their contributions are irfmediately wanted, vdlued, and ostentatiously
]

1 .
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. . rewarded. In the family response we see also the signalizing of Cheyenne *

ri o social consciousness. Some families do better than pthers, winning more gcods
~ and more prestige, but what they have is shared with those who are less able

>

and more luckless. The boy and his parents get tremendous ego-gra .Afication;

A% . * at the Same time, however, they must think of others. Here, too, we see -

5f. ' revealed the Cheyenne attitude toward wealth., It is not to.be hoarded or to

.
e ‘e ]

‘be self-consumed. Stlnginess and j?serliness are un—-Cheyenne. Its value

¢ d
L

- derives from its being given away. Chiefs, who are the greatest exemplars ok
S 7 2 - s
) Cheyenne Virtures, are the greatest givers. Note also, tha. the Ch ennes -’ -

do not expect an_equal return in gifts, except in marriage exchanges; nor is
T2 o o

. ,3? . .
there anything comparable to the Northwest Coast Indian potlatch with its

o - N LI

= competitive rivalries. Cheyenne boys learn to become highly competitive in

the skills of hunt and war. They are rewarded with great individual prestige

’

o for successful performance, but the fact is also impressed upon them that .

-

" T - : f .
_they fight for the benefit of the tribe, "to protect the pgople," and that.

- the fruits of the hunt are to be widely shared.
. N . é P N .
| 1t is also important to observe that there are no initiation or puberty *
N )
rites for boys in Cheyenne culture. Cheyenne children acquire ,full adult

i |

status by performance, without the necessity of undergoing hazing by the old

_ - - - P ¢

men or any other form of rite de passage. This fact is illustrated in the

5 ° timing of the piercing Qf the ears (pierced ears hold the rings with which-the

- o .

Cheyennes are s@. fond of adorning themselves). 1In many, parts of the world this

k]

event would be pait;gf the puberty Ceremonies, and the privilege of wearing

the decorations would be .an indication of adult status. No, so, with the

-

Cheyennes: ears are céremonially pierced at the ages of three to six, the '

. 4

JE—

action being performed on occasion of the tribal ceremonial gatherings. The

.

.
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honored man who is to pier-e a child's ears’is sent for by the father through v
] ‘ .. K . . ;
- § 1
/ the medium of a crier, who makes—the announcement to all the camp. The ear

- 2 .

piercer counts coup, performs his task, and receives a munificent present of

-
»

. N
e

* »
v ]

horses or other goods. .. v

One might say that if there is any initiation .Jor the Cheyenne boy, it - i

A 3 »

takes place on his first waipath. ) ' o
D . +ess.in all ways the journey was made easy for them. Yet when the ' w o
- moment came to fight, they were given every opportunity to distin- ., - AT
e . . guigh them5elves....Wnile such little-boys did not often accomplish ’
. - any great feat, yet sometimes they did so, and 'returned to the village !
* covered with g;ory, to the unspeakable delight and pride of their |
families, and to be objects of respect and admiration to their less . \
ambitious and energetic playfellows. (Grinnell 1923:1,7122—123h - R
Such ,a boy receive w name, chosenh from among those belonging to his. * - "i\j q
‘ . ot
family's most outs edecessors. He is now, indeed, a full-fledged ¢

adult. b

For the Cheyenne girl, og the othexr hang, there is a clear-cut transition ) 1

rite. Before the time of her ‘menses, however, shg,ﬂlike the boy, réceives
’ \ B

continuous encouragement and family rewards for hér achievements. My own
R4 .

N

Cheyenne irformant, Calf Womah, was seven when her mother started her on her

‘ . F

first robe quilling. yWhen she had finished it'and plaéed it over her little -

baby niece as a present, her grown-up brother said, "Well, I shall have to

dive her a present to keep her uﬁ. She will learn to expect things for her
efforts." And he gave her a pony. Later, when a baby gifl was born to her

‘bro*wer, Calf Voman beaded a cradleboard: for the infant.- Her brothex dave LT

her a mare. : ) : .o . v

\ , * -

The first menstruation of a girl is a great event. Sha has entered

s "
! womanhood, and her father calls the news to the entire camp from beside his - ':
’ , ‘. v, - , N L
t lodge door. If wealthy in horses, he gives one away to signalize the occasion.’

¢
L4
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prise ambush. The least that the miscreant may expeét is’that the girt's ' L

.' disemboweled him with 2 knife while protecting‘her virtue. The Arrows were .7

L2 -

Like other Indj.ans, the Cheyennes nonetheless consider mendtrual blood to be

defiling and inimical to the virility. of males and to their supernatural

1

powers. The girl therefor» retires to an isolati~n, or moon, hu: so that

there will be no danger of her polluting her father!s or brothers’ sacréd , ,

paraphernalia. Befora goinyg, however, she lets down her hair, bathes, and ) o

’

has her body painted all over in red by her older woman relatives. Sﬁe takes
a ceremonial incensé purification just before she goes into the hut, where

. . Y . i : 8 .
sh~ remains four days with her grandmother, who looks after her and advises '

”

her .. uqmgnly conduct. At the end of the perioa,'she is again smudged com-

pletely to‘purifi her for reeﬁf}y into social life. Until renarche, all .

* . b ’ L) ) ‘
Cheyenne vomen leave their tip.s for the moon lodge, but only'unmarried girls i g
must go througl. +he purification each. time. o

<,

After her first menses, each girl receives he- chastity be}’ - rom her

» . . t

mother. ~lie wears it.constantly until married. Even after marriage she wears

2

it whene&er ﬁef husband is away at war or on the hunt. . She wears it whenever
she ¢goces away fcom her lodge to gather wood or water. For ény man other than
her’ husband to touch it is a private ‘delict of the first magnitude. In one

case, a man was nearly stoned to death by the g:.rl-aad her mother in a sur-~

-

female relatives will charge his camp and»destroy it. In the ore case in

-~

which this actually happened, the parénts of the guilty boy made no resistance.

A k4

Individual assaults with intent to rape are nonexistent amona the Chey-

enne--except for the case of Bear Rope, who assaulted his daughter. Ste o

renewed for Bear Rope's death, but tle daughter was not exiled, for her

parricide was justified.

4
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The sexual repression and self-control of the Cheyennes have been suf-

in the men's attacks on t'.e root dig- o>rs yeen described. Its masochistic

v

expression in the self-aggression of Sun Dance torture and self-sacrifice of

]
3
i
) |
: , . ) -
’ . > . . .
ficiently noted in our previous discussions. Its harmless aggressive outlet
: ) !
. 4 flesh and fingers has been detailed. .In only one institutionalized practice
) ~

' within the tribe are the floodgates opened to:gdlease all the pent-up, sub-

conscious, frustration-bred sexual aggression of the males. This is supposed

-

tn: take place when a'woman is flagrantly adulterous. 1In the four cases which

4\)

we were aPle to -record (Llewell§n and Hoebel 1941:202—230) the”triggering

-
2 a

events were desertion, simple adultery, and refusal to enter into a sororate

.
. . . K

marriage-—all exasperating actions by strong-willed women toward men who

~

3

claimed a husband*s rights. The response is to "put a womap on the prairie,X

called noha's3w3stan (literally "any man's wife"). The outraged husband

irvites all the unmarried members of his miljitary 'society (excepting his

i

wife's relatives) to a feast on the prairie. There the woman is raped by

each of them in turn. Big Footed Woman was forced into intercourse wit'r forty ”

»
5

- or mor“ of her husband's confreres when a' y- ng wife. She survived it and

v

')lived to-Pe a hundmed, but no one ever muiried her afterwards. Tassel Woman

~ -

.

was.neérly dead when she was rescued by Blue Wingland his wife. The right of
. é husband to give his wife to his soldier "brothers" is not denied, yet it is

- - .
. a formal right that the Cheyennes in fact cannot accept with equanimity. In

* two cases, the  brothers and father of the woman went forth to -~"_tack the :+ le®

.

¢ . Liad .
soldier band, threatening to shoct to kill régardless of the ban on murder.

The soldiers scattgred and kept out ot ‘their way. Ih—the case of Little Sea

Shell, the girl fled to the wife-of the Keeéer of the Holy Hat, for the band
L 3

was on the march and the Hat ngper's wife had the Buffalo Hat Bundle on her

0
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back at the time. The lodge of the Hat Keeper is an asylum in which even an
enemy raider may find sanctuary. If he can get to the Hofy Hat Lodge, he is

immune and will be escocted safely out of Cheyenne country. 1In this insEanQ§J

le

the Hat Keeper's wife made a symbolic lodge by putting her arms about Little

Sea Shell while holding a stick essociated with the Hat Bundle. +Her quick

thinking saved the'girl.

4

Men who have participated in a gang rape are not proud of it. The women

in the camps taunt them, and.they do not defend themselves; they just héqg - »
. ‘ - .

their heads and yalk ay. Clearly, the deed runs counter to dominant Chey-

-

enné values. We sur ..t that the right of the husband to do this to his wife

is very old and may have some sacred significance. Grinnell.mentions that

- -~

just before the great fight with the Pawnees and Potawatomi, -in 1853, Long

Chin was putting on the Holy ﬁat to Qear in the battle when thedchin strap

broke. This was very bad luck, 50 to counteract it Long Chin “publicly pledged

- / .

o

himself to give a woman to be passed on the prairier (Gr;nnéll 1915:88)..
The deed may originally have had some of the quality of thé action in which
the wife of a F'edger of one of the great Eereﬁonie; is offered to .the High
Priest or Instructor. In any event, the practice is an anomalx in tefms,of
. , . 3

Cheyenne igeéls, but understandable in terms of psychodgnamics.

According to formal belief, any w ~an who has been four times divo;ped
becomes a “"free woman"--any man's gamei Although theje is no mem;ry of thi;
ever héving happened, one‘of tbe four Viréins of the Elk Soldiers was once
put on this footii.y because she had lost her v;rqinity before marriaée. The
Elks cut her hair and turned her loose, publigly disgraced. No man would ‘
m;rry hgr, although many went to her for intercourse. She baé really a kind

of outlaw--like the banished SFicka:Exerything—Under—His—Belt. But, 1like

. 47
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v him,~she?ﬂés rehabilitated and reinstated in the tribe by a Sun Dance pledged

in her honor, Sometime around 1865. In the Sun Dance, the priest prayed to

Maiyun to give her a new life, and when it was over, the éledgar married her.

- Like the earth, she was renewed, and she lived faultlessly with her’ husband

P

* for many years, B '

<

*

-~ !

. " - Y !
Finally, the inversion of Cheyenne personality in the Contraries needs

- ~

to be examined in. the present cbntextt It will be remembered that a small

’

handful of men reject the male warrior role By becoming: transvestites., Others,

+

the Contraries, overdo the warrior role in an institutionalized form of

pathological exaggeration. The first important fact is that the Contrarres

Al -~

. méy not marry. If they do, tﬁey must give up their lances and behave like ,o

' ,

nofmal beople. The second fact is that the bontraries court death with pgtrgme

recklessness in battle; their lances give them ‘great luck," however, and they

are hard to kill. We put these.fwo facts together and suggest the following:

-~ -

" the Contraries, like the Halfmen-halfwomen, are nevrotically anxious about

~,
—

sex relations and their own virility. Whereas, the Halfmen halfwomen find
their refuge in -totdl rejection of male sexualityz the Contraries seek valida-

tion in an exaggerated male rejection of héferosexuality‘

* The symbol of the Contrary is the Thunder Bow, a special bow decorated .,
. : ’ Ed
with'magic feathers and bearing a lancehead on one end. An ordinary lance

'is a pertectly good weapon that may or may not be endowed with sexual symbolism.

-

The Thunder Bow is not a weapon, however. It is carried in battle, but it is

used on1§ to count coug? It is significant that i’s point ma& not touch the
;%;ph—-th}‘ﬁéarer of life, the essence of feminin;ty. Symbolicaliy, the Thun-
de;‘;;w suggests the male sex organ tied and reétrained.

éwo furtﬁer’facts that demoné?raée.the sexual implicaéions cf this status

.

are, fiist, that a C .trary may never sit ‘or lie upon a bed &hd, second,  that

+
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°

a'man.bngﬁes a Contrary because "he is afraid of thurider and lightning." B

- . £
Y .

He dreams tha%'hefmust become a Contrar& and that this will cure him of his . .

anxiaty. The Thunder-bird, from whom'thenContrarigs' great supernatural

< - o - - -

power comes, is a male figure.
In his rejection of heterosexuality, the Contrary rejects normal social’

- >

. relations. He must live alone, apart from all the camp. Whatever“he does ‘ '

in social relations he does backwards. Ask him to do one thing and ‘he will .
do its opposite.. Even iﬂ‘ﬁattle, he cannot charge with the other warriors at

- N ’ -
his side, or ia front or behind him. He must be off .on the flanks, alone.*

. A

When hé holds his Thunder Bow in his right han@} he may noé retreat.

~

.

B 2
The Contrary, then, is the Cheyenne warrior male with a monomania for‘

~ what might be called military virility. For this, he is highly respected--

and pitied. The ZheQennes say it_is a fearsome and difficult thing to be a ®

'Contrary, an almost unbearable burden. Contrariness may be seen as providing

.

a customary outlet through which extreme cases of anxiety are .turned construc-

R

tively to the social benefit of a warrior nation. Yet, if it were allowed fﬂ.

s

to spread throughout the sgciety, it would rend the social fabric. This threat

j L e aas i . . e ..
is mastefed by limiting .the number of Contrdries to two or three. A man.may

PR -

become a Con‘rary only by purchasing the Thunder Bow and power of one who is
already a Contrary. The seller is then released of his obligations and may

. marry and return to normal life.

In summing up this study of the Cheyennes, the following points must

v

be mentioned. The Che, annes stand out among the ncmadic Indians of the Plains
for the.: dignity, chastity, steadfast courage, and tightly structured, yet .
flexible, ¢ial organization.' Never a large tribe,lthey have held their own

with outstanding success. They have come ‘to terms with their environment and

v
<
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w&th'éhemselvgs. They gre exgeedipglyfraegenal énd skilled in cultural adapta-
tion through_felicitoué social inventiveqess and manipulation. A}thdugh deep

down they are besek with anxieties, their anxieties are institutionally con-

. -

trolieg. Their adaptation to the Plains way of life was suddéq'and rapid. In

this situation of flux they have faced three great’ threats: famine, enemies,

£y

R . ) i . . '
~and internal disruptiou. They ward off famine with carefully police-controlled

group'hunting, abetted by occasipnal supernaturally directea_group hunts, and

they constantly recssure themselves by prigal World Renewal ceremonies. They

4
¢

hold off their enemies by exadltation oflzhe military life combined with a ) P

-
d -

system of firm alliances with %gleéted nejighboring tribes. They counter the
forcé} of internal ﬁisruption’(i part éngendeied by the training and vdlues

.

@ecessary to successful war making) by repression of sex, by vesting authority

- - o T » : -
in those who are learned, by organized government and removal of tribal chiefs

~

from status competition, by €4 asis on altruism, by banishment of murderers,

i - - 4
and by reinforcement of tribal unity through the great tribal ceremonies.

.

S S,

_Reasonable effective mechanisms for intrasocietal release of aggresgive tendions

are provided in mock battles between men and women, in a variety of competitive
. - & .
. e P e

games, in self-torture, and ip institutionalized. role transfers for a few of

i

‘the men. v 2 .. ¢ .

1
< e s

This sglection,'writteh by a male:anthropologist, shows éreét insight into
" . ' \
the different socialization procésses and the internalization of appropriate

. — 0
:sex roles in a PJ .in's Indian society. -Views of sexuality, symbolic acts, and

Pn

modes. of reprisal upon transgreéssing members of Cheyenne society are shown.

s
.

. . 4 .'
Deviancy is another sidé of sexuality which had its function in Native

.
. )

American\society. Deviancy wacs and is important in Native life and should be.

v

understood within the cultural context of each society. Male homosexuals have =~
. > .

-
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T 4 b 3

A been"ridiculed by many contemporary Native-Americans. This scorn‘ presupposes

. .
- . >

_ that. there were none in aboriyinal societies. Indeea, some Native American

- females have been heard to say that this phenomenon is a feature of the advent

[

of the Eurxdpeans. Ethnogf{phic data offers ev_idehc_e to the contrary. Deviants

not only exisﬁed_ﬁut'thy had honored roles. Native homosgkuals were called

berdache, a term first used by'the French when describing this phenomenon in

.
n

»

Nprtﬁ America. Anothef term was hemaneh or Halfman-halfwoman, as deviants

> 2

' ) ‘ - “ ] " P & E
were called-by the Cheyenne. They were not necessarily a product of male ’
K dominant or warrior'societies as it has been impliec. Matilda Stevenson . ’
. e e L ) ’ < O . ..

5;~“ reports of We4ﬁha, s -ansvestite in the Zuni soc1ety;f&ﬁich is matrilineally ’

organized. These .people were highly regayded as can be seen in Hoebel's .
- account of them.
- ) ¢
‘ "The transvestites are male homosexuals who wear women's c¢lothes
- - -and often serve as‘second wives in a married man's household. e
They axe all doctors and highly respected. War parties like to :
have Halfmen-Halfwomen along, not only for their medical skill L
. but because they are socially graceful and entertaining. -Young .
people like them, becanse they possess the most powerfu” -of all N
love medicines. A suitor who is able to dget their .help is for- ]
tunate indeed, for 1o girl car. resist the pow~r of their potions. .
They are especially sought out as intermediaries to 1ead_yhe gift-;
. laden horses to a girl's household when a marriage propo3al is being.
45 made. These..people, through sexual ‘sublimation, with their self- - -
" abstinence,and denial of their'natural-bqrn sex, seem to achiele
. great power. Although s Have no direct evidence for ic, it appears
pyobably that kheir presence on war parties is desired mainly -
o cause of their high "psych->logical" potential of stored-up viril-
o 4 ity - whih is just what the Cheyenne feel is né%essary for. o
. successful fighting." (1960) .
, )

xAlthough'the hemanéh's main ritual functipn was to conduct the ceremony

vy

~

- . i
of the Cheyenne Scalp Dance, acceptance of these individuals extended into 1

. .

o
-

»
+ “

b
the larger .society. Their roles . 're many~faceted. ,“\‘

The literature on sex roles does not report sexually aberrant behﬁvior

. et . .
for Native females. This may be attributed to incomplete reporting for

o v "'

i
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specific:tribes or the non-interviewing of Indi.n females. .O'Meara (1968)

-
°

does mention "warlike" females such as the "Absaroka Amazon" when referring

. N

to the C ~w Ina.ans. This<hharacterization is dealt with in the paper, - oo

.

"Warrior Women of the‘Plains" (Medicine, 1973). The onlf direct reference =

to female homosexuality to pe found is in David Thompson's journ:l writings.

.
L3

He writes: . ’ . . . ‘ .
"In‘the man I recognized the woman who three years ago was the
wife of Bolsverd, a Canadian and my servant; her conduct was
then. sb. loose that I requested him to send her away to his
friends.. .She found her way fyom.tribe to tribe to the sea, she
became -a prophetess, declared her sex changed, that she was a ran ’
now, dressed and armed. herself as such, and also took a young ]
woman to wife, of whom she pretended to be very jealous." O'Meara, 2
1968, 82 quoting Thompson's Narrative, 1962, 366.

David Thompson's' Narrativ., 1784-1812, ed. Richard Glover,
-Champlain Soc1ety Publication 40, Toronto, 1962.

_ Other sexual behav1or patterns within the Cheyenﬁe which were srngular

and worthy of notice, was the practice of sexual abstentibn for the child's

¥

sake. Hoebel writes of this in his book:
“Sexual enexrgy is a limited quotxent whlch must be spent sparingly.
, Therefore, a man of strong character and good, family vows at the
blrth of his first child (especxally if it is a koy) not to have
another child for either seven or fourteen years. All of -the
father's growth powers are then concentrated on the develo] ment
of this one child rath2r than being dissipated among.several....
During this long period of seven or fourteen years the father must
practice absolute celebacy, unless he has more than.one wi.fe.
The mother of ‘the dedicated child is without question celibate
throughout the period unless her husband pledges .n Arrow Renewal
1 or Sun Dance, "when for that specific occasion she may engage -in
‘sexual union with the instructing priest. Adultery is so rare
-among the Cheyenne that it hardly provides an available, if °
irregular, outlet for sexual desires. Should a parent break the
" vow of dedlcatlon, it is believed it will kill the child. Not s
many,Cheyenne men feel strong enough to submlt themselves to
the test of self-cqntrol demanded for the sake of the child in
this act of renunciation, but for those who do, there is the
highest of social esteem." .(Hoebel, 1960)

ey
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Other tribes such as the Lakotas(Sioux) also practiced sexual abstention

4

for the sake of g!éhrld: This was a rigid and self—iﬁposed practice. It

-t

indicates a qualitativs dimension of child café.and;hﬁhplicitly, a hiéh regard

for women. The life of a Plain's*“Indian woman was exceedingly strenuous; she /
-, M ‘
)

was constantly en thé move, erecting tipis, helping to butcher the buffalo,’
. érying meat, tanning skins, makiné clptﬁeé,_éaring for family and kin, and !
gathering wild fFuits aﬁd vegetables. It was not éasy to bgaéonstantly
o v .
pregnant andofz%fill the arduous tasks-of tPe Ouilling sbcietiés (Cheyggne)

. -
or the "Bite-the-Knife" cbremonyQ(Lakotd). These sodalities recogniz%%/

1
I

- ' . . 2’
-industry and virtuousness and gave prestige and honor to a woman.* .
t

]

This practice of sexual abstentio might havg contributed to the‘practice
of "sororal polygoﬁ& among mary of the warrior §ocietie5_o§ the Great Plains.

Other factors which undoubtedly led)to the devélopmen; of this practice

. f ”~

was the proba ‘e excess numbers of women which came about because of the
’ 1 . - . .
nﬁgfrogp wars. Sororal polygomy allowed for smcoother interpersonal rela-.

. - .
tionships than would have been possible/gad the_co-wives not been sisters.

Economic factors also contributed® to’ the institution of sororal bolygomy
3 ]
14 N
since the marriage relationship is directly tied to the economic role of

the ma as an adequate provider. A good hunter could supply provisions to
- N

care for the food apd shelter feéuirementé ofjtwO househqlds. This, in turn,
grbvided raw raterial, hides, and flesh; which often required Aore care than
gould efficiently be handled by one.femaléi Sororal polygomy provided an

effecti;ely fungtioning énswer to the problem. Should there be no available

7

sister, the classificatory kinship stpucture'could be availed of to supply a

:

*A corollary sqﬂg&ity for men would be the akicita (warrior) societies of
the Sioux. -

[ 4
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- subsﬁﬁtute. If the Chcrenne can be used -as an example; it can be found that

their "kinship structure . . . was strictly bilateral. . . .The Cheyenne drew

¢ ~

no distinct}on between siblings and cousins.". (Hoebel, 196Q). Therefore, any

,.fémalé cpﬁsin, who stood in a younger relationship to tpe first wife, cpuldu
. . N .

be ? cané;date for the position of second wife, if the male acquiréd suffi-~

cfént.preétige as hunter and warrior to sustain her. This kinibasgf affilia-

tion of co-wives assured added harmonx-to the tipi-hold aﬁd also allowed for‘

2

greater economic gain and: social prestige for husband and kin.grohp.

In contrast to sororal pologomy are those women who have been referred

to, . in anth“iropological literature, as "manly-hearted" women among the Piegan.
This tribe is one of the triad of the Blackfoot Confederation in Canada.

These "manly-hearted” women have had great-appeal for feminists. Oscar Lewis,

~ -~
an anthropologist best known for his "culture of poverty" construct, first

@

'reported this Native form of feminism (Lewis, 1941). These females very often

wére favorite children, the favorite child syndrome being very comrn in the
( .

Plain's wlture .area,”as demonstrated by the Hunkd ceremony among the Lakota.

These Peigan girls, during ;hi1dhood, received, more attention and had more

food and toys lavished upon them than did the other girls. They were often

leaders in games. Frequently they played boy's games, and sometimes utilized

AN

Y , . s . ’ s s .
names of great warriors in their play. Interestingly. they indulged 1n'sext

'early in life. They excelled .in domestic, religious, and sexual affairs andg,

- : ’ p Yy
were prominent in the ownership of property. The Piegan culiture, like the

Cheyenne and the Lakota, wasaFa1e~dominated but 'these ?manly-hearted" women

. {
were accorded privileges based upon th€ir ambition and boldness in both

-

!
economic and sexual matters. Thus unusu@dl form of feminine behavior appears

. . . A
. k/fﬁthave resulted from the fur trade which emphasized the woman's role as a

producer of tanned skins thereby giving her a new prominence iﬁg value.
S

. ' : 54

%




. Lo \\\ o
7 " The fur trade coupled with the Aecimation of warriors, which occurred
- * .

during the inter-tribal wars, increased the value of women and ultimately

P

produced such, terms as "Sits-Beside-Him Wife" among the Piegan, an Algonkian-

<

. Speaking Plaﬁis tribe (Mediciné, 1973). This was Surprising for thé Black-

>

. foot Confederacy has been traditicnally reported as a society in which women

had a decidedly lower status.
Female marital infidelity was deéit with harshly by'the male Piegan,
’ 3 .
- a fact which underscored their reportedly lowcr status. Macmilian, in August

- 1933 writes: .
...In the evening, we‘went to the teAts of the Indians, where we
. saw at least six women whose noses had been cut off. This'is the
. . way in which the Piegans and other Blackfeet punish the infidélity
_ N of their women a hideous disfigurement." .
(This practice was apparently widespread amdngxthe Blackfeet, as
Maximilian noted elsewhere in nhis journal:

" "Many of the men have six or eight wives, whom they are very-ready

C to give up to the Whites; even very young girls are offered. On
the other hgqg,.they generélly punish infidelity in their wives
very severely, cidtting off their rnoses in such cases; and we saw,
about Fort McKenzie, a great many of these poor creatures, horribly
disfigured. When ten or~twelve tents were together, we were sure
to see six or seven women mutllated in this manner. The woman
whose nose is cut off, is 1mmedlate1y repudiated by he ¢, husband;
nobody will take her as hiswwife; and such women generally work
for their subsistence in otler tents; attend on the children,
tan hides, or perform other household work. There have been fre-‘
quent instances of '‘a husband immediately killing .his wife when she

- has had intercourse with others; often he avenges himself on the
paramour, takes away his horse or other valuable property, to

“which the latter must submit quietly."

‘ . The actual mutiliation was often inflicted by the husband's band
or union: \
If a woman,-Qhose husband is in one of the unions, has had any .
- intercourse with ancther, the union meets in one of the tests
where they smoke and, in the evening, when all around are buried
. in sleep, they penetrate into the woman's tent, drag her out,
ill-treat her as. they please, and cut off her nose. The husband
cannot make any opposition; he must repudiate such a wcman.
(Thomas and Ronnefeldt, People 'of the First Man, 1976)
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It should be noted that the severance of a adulterous wife's nose was a
' _— ! . .
. common practice among many tribes of ﬁhe North Plains. The quoted account

-
'3

is an: instance in which numbers are given. This aceount also chronicles

.

the oﬁﬁgring of Native womgn to White men which is seldgm mentioned in the

. ‘', raccounts of ear%y observers\ . - .

N \

Another sensitive area governing sexual roles is the concept of power.

.

<Q
.

This delicate issue permeates interrelationships of behavior and regulates

' . , . .
interaction between males and females of all ages and all time. The

.

) . ’
qualities of power transcends ordinariness and amsumes ‘aspects of guietude

and privacy which is tied to proscriptions and prescriptions within a belief
. ps {
system. Native power configurations such as orenda for the Irdquois-speakers

and wakgn for the Siouan-speakers were mechanisms regulating person-to-person
relations and person-to-unknown relations. ngse cOncepfs were tied to the

“ religious system and should not be confused with some aspects of powek vhich
) #

were biologically based. Mary Douglas in Purity and Danger (1966) deals with’
& - id . .

this concept when writing of the Yurok, a California tribe.
"The Yurok so much believed that contact with women would destroy

= their powers of: acquiring wealth that they held thag women and

: money should never be brought into contact. Above all it was
felt to be fatal to future prosperity for a man to have sexual
intercourse in the house, where he kept his strings of shell money.

. In the winter, when it was too cold to be.out of doors, they
seem to have abstained altogether. For Yurok babies ten” 3 to
be born at the. same tim® of year - nine months after the irst
warm weather. Such a rigorcas separation of business and pleasure
tempted Walter Goldschmidt to compare Yurok v-~lues with those of
the Protestant ethic. The excercise involved him in a highly
specious stretching of the notion of capitalist economy# so that
it would embrace both the séhnon—fishing Yurok and sixteenth-
century Europe." (Douglas, 1966) '

t

v

In reading some of the history books regarding-Indiank, one is struck with '

syrprise that White women captives were frequently unmolested sexually. The
&

.
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reason for this is more obvious to a Native woman than to the non-Natiwe

woman. *Warfare was often a liminal state for men. To prepafe for this

state in many ‘tribes, a period of sexual continence was prescribed. This .

*

§E§E§ of being in a state of "power" had great emotional undertores and has

.

more significance than most non-Indian people can comprehend. The entir~

future virility and manhood of the Native male was involved, then and for

-

v ' Aposter}ty. His behavior on the war path was directly tied to the continuity
. of his people{ He often accrued coup counts, booty (horses) and other pres-

& R;ige points that were inténgibly weighed into the Native system as a whele.
Thése feats directed his future and the future nf his group, his family,

’

his extended kin, and the tribe at large.

)

' On the other hand, when captive White women had married into the tribe

and were rescued, they often refused to return to civilization.. Caroline

Parker, wife of Quanah Parker was a good example of this.

-

- N
-1 Within most Native.societies in Nort“ America, identification with .

s L

v

different sexual stereotypical expectations did not occur until the young

L4

males and females were about seven or eight years old. It was during tlyis

(-a/\
period that their play activities mirrored that of the adults in the societies
¢

of which they were members. - -

Grinnell writes} : ’

"Little coﬁpanies of small boys and girls often went off camping;
: The little girls packed the ‘dogs, and moved a little way from the _J‘
- canfp and there put up their little lodgus - made and sewed for
them by their mothers - arranging them in a circle just as did .
the old people in the big camp.: In all that they did they imita-
ted the elders. Theflittlegyw% who accompanied them were the
men of the mimic canip. .
In the cFEildren's play camps the little girls used tiny lodge

.

s - - ‘poles - often the tall weed-stalks that are used for windbreaks .
arcund the lodge - and the boys sometimes:iacted as horses and .
dragged the lodge-poles, or hauled travois with the little babies o .

on them. To the sticks they sometimes fixed travois.
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When the lodges. were put up the boys used to stand in line,
and the older girls asked them to choose their mothers. Each
boy selected the girl who should be his mother, and they played
tOgether. The girls played in this way until they were pretty
well grown, fourteen or fifteen years of age; but the boy's gave
it up when they were younger, for they strove to be men early,
and-usually soon after they réached their “twelfth year they be-
gan- to try to hunt buffalo, killing calves as soon as they could
.ride well and were strong enough to bend ‘the bow." (Grinnell,
1972) ) - ’
Socialization for adult sex roles and expected behaviors may be found

in most ethnographies of tribal groups. Crinnell continues:
. B { P .

v

"The children did pot stay out all night, but during the day they
pretended that it was night, and went to bed. During the day
they moved the camp often; even’ every hbur or two.

These children im the regqular famin Tife, pretending R
to be man and wife, and tHe tiny babies -~ who *rere their brothers
and sisters - served them for children. Little boys courted
little girls; a boy sent to the girl's lodge sticks to.represent
horses, and if his offer was accepted received with her other sticks
and gifts in return. Babies able to sit mp were taken out into,
these camps, but not those that were too youny. Sometimes a
baby might get hungry and cry, and its little s:ster)who was car-
ing for it was obklged to carry it home to hex mother, so that
the baby mlght nurse. (1972) )

~

Further, he writes:

"The training of the little girls was lookeu after even more
-carefully than that of the boys. Their mothers, aunts, aiud grand-
mothers. constantly gave them good advice. -They recormmended them
especially to stay at home; not to run about the camp, and this

was so frequently impressed on them that it became a matter of
course for them to remain near the lodge, or to go away from it .
only in’ company. Both mothers and fathers talked to their
daughters, and quite as much to their sons, but "7 a different

way. The mother said "Daughter, vhen you grow up to be a youny -
woman, if you see anyone whom ydh like, you must not be foolish

and run off with him. You must marry decently. If you do §p,'you
will become a good woman, and be a help to your brothers and to
your cousins." They warned girls not to be foolish,. and the advice
was repeated over and over again.

As a girl grew larger she was sent for water, and when still
older ‘she took a rope and went for wood, carrying it on her back.
.he old women early began to teach the g1rls how to cut moccasins,
and how to apply quills and to make beadwork. As they grew 2
oldér they Yearned how to cook, and to dress hides, but the girls
were not put regularly to dressing hides until they were old
enough™to marry.

Boys and girls alike had each some special friend of thelr
own 'sex to whom they were devotedly attached, and each pair of

I3
H
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friends talked over ‘the advice regeived from parents."“(Grinnell, .
197.)

! s . . . NP
The socialization or enculturation pr._cesses in the so-called primitive
. . : ’ ) t

Nativé societies (see especially Terrell and Terrell, 1974) of Ncrcth America

presents a realistic tra‘ning for adult sex roles and occupational places.

¢

. / © :
An examination ¢ any tribal Sdciety shows explicit patternings for indi- - .
. wvidual participatic= in that society. =

+

But what of the Native Ame}igan'woman's view of  her .ife within her.

cultu~§? Fortunately, there is an autobiographical sketch of g Cheyenne

woman which offers a Native's view of sex roles and cuitural ex~~ctation:.

The time period is 1931. Thié life history presents a Native woman's per-

ception of her life in a changing society.

Reprinted from The Narrative gi é Southern Cheyenne Woman, Truman
Michelson, Washington, D. C.: Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections,
Vol. 87, No. 5, 1932. Permission to renroduce this copyrighted material
has been granted by the Sm thsonjian Institute to ERIC and organrizations
operating under agreements with the National Institute of Education, U.S.
Department of Healtit, Education, and Welfare. Further reproduction cuiside
the ERIC system requires permission of the copyright owner.

My mother is 80 years old and is still living in apparently good health.

If my father were living he would be woout 85 ye o old. I do not remember

in what year he died. My father's.sister is also dead. She died when she

was 102 years old. .nis aunt of mine was the person who instructed me i

all the ways of courtship.1

I want to mention an incident that was later toid me bv my mother. She

said that I was taught to ride horseback alone when I wvas 4 years old. Of

course, I do nc+ remember this.

L3

11 do not know whether or not instruction in tourtship, etc., given by

a paternal aunt to her niece is institutional.’

4
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* Whenever ‘they moved camp I was tied onto the saddle. One day, they

say, 1, ¢v rather the pony, was ;agg;ﬁg behind. My saddle girth became

-

loose, and I and the saddle were undeg thc horse's belly. Luckily the pony

’was very gentlg.

v

v

Wheﬁ I becare ap older girl I was rather expert in riding horseback..

This was my greatest sport.. I ev rode untamed ponies. Of course, some-

times I was thrown off

AN

by ¢ nies who bucked very badly.
‘Ever since I can remember I had a bed of my own in my parents'. tipi:1

This bed consist®a of willow head and foot upriqhts.z' My own bags were

placed against the wall of'the tipi. The wall of the bed a1§5 included buf-~

»

falo h,ides.3 My pillows wece decorated with porcupine quills.4 My bed wag

- ~
-

always placed farthest from the door of the tipi, a place of honor. >

My mother taught me everything connected with the tipi, such as cooking _

AN : . .,
and tanning hides for different purposes. The first pair of moccasins . ~

’ &

made were for my father. "You aré¢ very good in.making moccasins," he said .

vith a smile, "they are very nice." Thris encouraged me greacly.

My mothker would show me \how to twist the sinews, and how to

[

cut the e

soles and uppers «. the moccasins for different sizes. J:becamr very dompe-

»
. - . .

other children,
. 1

led for my work by the

,tent in this work at an early age. I used to make moccasins for

beaded as well as.pla ones. I was é]ways well'f&

“ N
P .
.

"

éarents of the, children.|

- - . ) <
1The beds ranged around the walls of a Cheyenne tipi: see Grinnell,
George Bird. The Cheyenne Jndiang, vol. I, p. 225. New Haven, 1923, °

2Compare Grinnell, loc. cit., vol. I; pp. 242, 243, vol. 2, p. 365.
3see Grinnell, loc. cit., vol. i, p. 225. L )
Apor pillows decorated with porcupine quills see 8rinnell. loc. cit.,

vol. 2, p. 186. < .

loc. cit., vol.-I, p. 73.
’ 60,
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Wienever we moved camp I alﬁays managed to catch my own riding pony ,

A »

and .o pack my personal belongings on another pony which was used for %Hat T

- ) -
v -

purpose only. : , -

My mother would always tell me that the main purpose of her teaching

me, ‘as well as the object.of my owning my own bed, was to keep me at home,
. \ - '
and to keep me from being away to spend my nights with my girl chum. This

o

was done so that there would be no chance for gossip by other people. ) v

.

My parents were very proud of me. In fact they treated hé as if 1

were. a male member of the family. They took the greatest pains to have me’
] -

™
’

well dressed. Evén.my saddle was decorated. I also owned an‘elkr-tooth'dress.l

¢

This was afforded by only a very few. And it was by no mearis considered

obtained by luck, but by years of hard hunting.

]

%

One day when we were moving, *y mother tanght me how to puﬁ‘a pack on

-

- the pony. This was ‘a new pcny unaccustomed to being packed. I noticed it

’

would not stand still. 'When we turned it loose with the other pack animals
it ran away and caused much excitement. . .

. Apart from the regular training my mother gave me, she made for me the

-

paraphernalia of the‘deer—hoof bone game, which are strung and looped at the

end of a string.2 The game is played by girls; and after maéurity young men Va

- P Tk L TN ) /
and young women participa*e'.n the game, sitting in alternate pkgies. 1 was

.

always placed near the door. This was because I was a good player. In the
' &

alternate positions the young men were recognized as sweethearts whether they

[y

actually were or not. o, -

" -

lsece Qriﬁﬁell, loc. cit., vol. I, p. 224. .,

25ce culin, Stewart ~Games of the North American Indians, 24th Ahn. Rep.
Bur. Amer. Ethnol., pp. 527 et saq., and 529-533, 1907. :

« )

6] ‘
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-have marriage feasts, dances, etc. Sometimes we had the Sun DapCe.% .In this .

-play we did not use real food, but baked mud bread and used leaves for dishes.

f

-
“

* In my, girlhood days wé girls played what we called "tiny play." This ) -

p];y—imitated the customs and ways of the growq-ub people. Our mothers made, ¢

- el s . ' - ’ I3 ° .
rag dolls ¢f women, men, boys, girls, and babies. We used’ Forked sticks to .

I -

epresent ponies, and we mo: ated the tiny "people on the fofk of the sticks,
- < * N ’

. @

pretend{ng to move camp. Sometimes a .baby would be born; or, a marriage would

}
|
i
take place-~in fact anythiny that we knew about older people. 'In this play T j

we-alibnot allow any boys to play with us girls. Wz had rag dolls t¢p represeﬁt ) ‘s
bo‘ys. . ) ) et A, H

N
. .. - 1 4

After a time as 1 became a little older we played what we called ¥1ar§§

R Q
This play consisted of real people, namely, boys and girls. The Tt

’

pldy."l

boys would go out hunting (really, go-to their tipis).and‘bxing meat and other
food. We girls would pitch our tipis and make ready everything as if it wergq . .
a real camp life. Some of the -poys would go on the warpath, and always came

hc..e.victorivus. Thev would relate their war experiences,'télling holr suc-, .

[

cessfui:they were, especially‘ﬂith the Pawnze (Wolf Men). We girls would - - .
z a X . ~ . ~ .

v . - ° ¢ 3

sing war songs tu acknowledge the bravery of our heroes. Of gpdrse, we.would ‘”,

.
-

’ . .
& ] A

.
L

TQS pledger and the wWoman were there. We would have our children's' ears
. 2

pierceds and gave awa& horses. Some of the boys would have their breasts .

)

1 N -
’

. . '

lFor a similar game among the Crow see lowie, R., The matéfial culture of° . .
the Crow Indians, Anthrop. Papers Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., vol. 21, 'pt. 3,
p. 249, 1922, .. )

2On the Cheyenne Sun Dance see Dorsey, G. A., The Cheyenne, .. The Sun e .t
Dance, Field Columbian Mus. Pub. 103, Anthrop.. Ser., vol. 9, no. ?, 1905; :
Grinnell, loc. cit., vol. 2, pp. 21l et seq.; Petter, R,,:Enélis 2heyénne
Dictionary, article "Sun Dance," pp. 1028~1030, Kettle Falls, Wa . ., 1913-1915.. .

3For ear-piercing see Grinnell, loc. cft., vol. I, pp. 61, 62, 105-107,

149; vol. 2, p. 276; Petter, loc. c¢cit., p. 181 article "pred"). o

? T 62 .
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-

.

¢ Siouxi see loc. cit., vol. I,,pp. 131 et seq.

" see “1so Dodge, Col. R. I., "ur'Wild Indians, pp. 195, 195, 203, 212, 213. . For

' Dodge's book cun ke -used only w1th aiscrimin _tion. I pass over such absurdities

,+out thé bbégg "The trained ethnologist wiil see that they are incompatible
X

[ @

gierced with cactus thorns,fothers-dragged buffalo skulls (which were really

v

chupks of dead wood). Sometimes the older boys would ‘come. When we saw ‘ .

them we always %topped and scattered. My aunt told me not to play with young‘ b
' g S ' -
men. , . .

-

.

At one time——I'remember the incident well--while we were playing with
. - 5 -

boys some ,.ung men came upon us. One oq them took after me an& seized the
slzeve of ry dress and tore it off. I surély was frightened, not that I
* feared bodily irjury,’but because I thought, "Here is a young man trying to

bestow his ﬁzhfy attentions on me."” It all seemed so strange and bewildering
v * - + .

to me. Eventually this young man would come and see me, to court me.1 At

7 R . . 3

L]

, . . - .
first I was very much afraid to venture outside after dark. ' I would always T
ask my mother .0_accompany me before-I would go out. My mother furnished me

) . . R - Qf . . i . .
rawhide twine and a piece of hide to use as a diaper which was securely tied .
around my hips’‘and pudendum. This was done to preserve my vi-—*ie against the

)

. ) 2 .
attacks of an overanxious young man. - . ) R

-

A

LY

; 'lAécprding to Grinnell'the modern Cheyenne courtship is like iLhat of the T e

-s , I

Pomparc urlnntll, loc. c1t., Jo¥ I, p. 131. mhouqh not exbioitéd by -
modern ethnologists "roping" was common enough'amohg Iqﬂlans of the Great Plains;
" for the Sioux see Beckwith, M. W., Journ. Amer. Folk lare, 43, p. 369, fcot- . ’
note 2; for™~the Assiniboin see Denig,’ 46th Ann. Rep. Bur. Ame* “Fthnol., p. 590; ‘
for the Arapaho, cf. Vestal, 8., Kit Carson, ‘p. 122; .for the Cheyenne and Arapaho

-the benefit of those*who are not spec1allsts I am constrained %o say that Colonel

as the statement (p. 204) that an unmarried qlrl is never sent out. to cut and
bring wood, ete., for these are ea51ly controlYe d by genéral factuyal knowledge
as well as numerous ‘documentary sources of lnformatlon. Much more subtle than ]
this® are varjous statemants regarding sex mores which are scattered through-

(see: for e ple, pp. 195, 196, 203, 208, 211, 213 as ooposed to pp. 21C, 213): ‘
the casual reader will not. . It is largely ow1rq to the uncritlcal use of such

sources that the main theq1s'of Brirfault's The Mothers cannpot be sustained.

I lay stress on sthis because zceologists w111 pounce upon this work to bolster

their own theories regardlng human soctal origins (see now Miller, G. S., jr.,

The prlmate basis of human behav1or, Quart. Rev/ Biol., vol. 6, pp.r 379-410) .,

- -
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} My aurit (father's sister) had hggrd that a certain young man hadrbegud

to look upon me.seriously. She came over and began to tell me what to say
. »
and how to act in the presence of this young man. She said?

I hear you are beginning to hdve admirers. Your father and
N mother have reared yoi with great c- .. Your fathe; especially has.
P . seen to it that you have had good things to wear such as other girls
o of. youry age do not have. ,And your mother has taught you with great
patience‘ihe art of thirgs that each woman is supposed td know so
that she might make a good dnd successful wife. As you go through
- 1life all these things and wQat 1 am now telling you wi}l be of
) great benefit to yod. You will-be in a position to teach your chil-
. . dren"if you have any. It is silly to exchange too many.glances and . ~
smiles with this{young man,. especially in thé presence of people.
.+ He will think you are too-edsy and immoral. When he comes to see
R “you at night .you must never run away from him. If you do so this
indicates that you are sill¥ and not sufficiently taught and educated
to. respect the attentions ¢f & suitor. Ysu must never consent to
marry your -suitor the first time he asks you to marrv him, no matter
how good looking he may be. Tell him you would like to associate ..
with him for some time yet to’ come. An@ if he reatly thinks anything
of you he will not'be discouraged, but will continue his,visit: and -
come to see you. When he comes at night not let him stay to ]
long, but ask’him please to go. If you lef him stay till he, 5
ready to go he wil? think you are in love with him and wiil surely
.think ess of you. You must always be sure to take great care to
tie the hide under vour dress, cov:ring your pudendum, with strong
raw hide - string. You must remember that when a man toYches your
breasts and vulva he considers tha. you belong to'him. And in the * -
i event that he does not care to marry you he will not hide what he
B has done to you, and you will be considered immoral. - And you will
S . not have a chance to marry into a good family. I+ short, you will
T not be purchased, which is surely the ambition of all young women .~

£

» L * ¥
Iror touching the breasts compare for the Crow, Lowie, R., The Sun Dance
of the 'Crow Ihdians, Anthrop. Papers Amer. Mus..Nat. Hist.,,yol. 16, p. 42, S
- 1915; for the Thompson Indians, Teit, J., The Thompson Indians of British
Cdlumbia, Mem. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., Anthrop. Vol. I, Jesup N. Pac. " ¢p., .
vol. I, pt. }, Pp. 323,‘324, }900; for the Lillooet,-Teit, J., The Lillooet °*
Indians, Mem. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., Anthrop.,”vol. 3, Jesup N, Pac. Exp.,
> vel. 2, pt. 5, p. 268; 1906 for the Shuswap, Te.t, J., ibid., pt. 7,. p. 591,
“ r1909; .for the feeling of ownership after touching the vulva, I have abundant
‘confirmatory statements from various Cheyenne informants; see also Beckwith,
loc. cit.; cf. also Czaplicka, M. A., Aboriginal Siberia, Oxford, pp. 84,87,1914,

. vZCompare «lso Lowie, R., Primitive socjety; New Yo%k, 19203 Dorsey, J. O.,

Siouan sociology, 15th Ann. Rep. Bur. Amer. Ethnol., p. 242, 1897, duotes

Matthew to the effect that among the Hidatsa the woman is not merely sold to . ,
_the highest bidder. Among the Fox Tndians of today th: exchange of qoods is
the important point; it is not purchase. )

-
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What I mean by marrying into a good family is that the young man's

people are not liars, thieves, or lazy, nor have they committed any

offensive crime. If you allow the young man to take advantage of

you willingly he will make jokes and sing songs with words about

you. The people will know and w~ will be embarrassed and ashamed,

especially since you have been brought up and taught in a good way.

You must also bear in mind that there will be other young men who

will come to see’ you. They will want to find out if you will succumb

easily. If they are serious and approach the subject of marriage,

turn them off by saying something nice about the young. man who .had

be?n seeing you previously. In-any case, you must never ‘say any-

thing' bad or call any one némes, nor remark on their looks or on the

po of their people. The old saying is, “The biids of the.air fly:

ué‘%ﬁove but are cauaht some day." vl 1f you say bad things or call
\_one "®ad names, the one ingulted will crawl into the tipi and fondle
‘you while you are asleep,2 a..d hg will boast of knowing you. It.will,

so-bé considered that the-man is then your husband. Your denial

wil) not help you. You will bé placed at the matcy of gossipers.
After I had reached the age of young womanhood, I was not single very

. .
AN N,

- ————— Lol

. \* . ) A o —_ s
much longey. One afternoon I was visiting my girl chum. When I came home ™

that evening there were a number of old men in my father'é tipi; I alsd

o

noticed much .resh meat. I asked my mother what it was all about, and what’
.fhose 0ld men were here for. She saia, "My daughter, these men are here to

deliver a message, asking #he conseni of your father that you marry a male
! 7

of theﬁ family.3 And I want to téli you thﬁyou.r father ha‘s conseni:_ed,?
Howé;er, he will speak to you aatér." My father said to me; "My daughter,
these men have comé here to ask my corficent to your marriage. Five horses
-and other things will be sent over ‘2 the mo¥ning.’ *} have éonsentedf_ Now I°

N . ’ . [ 4

lAs is_known, proverbs, charades, the story within the éfo*y, the riddle,
- animal_ tales of the type-of "The Fox and the Crow" are elther unknown or very
rare 1n aboriginal America. - 5 .

2A similar trjck was done among the Crow Indians; hut tﬁg‘quilty man
thereby was automatically barred from leadership in_the white clay expedition
of the Sun DanCe. See Nowie, R:, Social life of the Cro¢w Indians, Anthrop
_Papers Amer. Mis. Nat, Hlst.,*vol 9, pt. 2, p. 221, 1912;+The Sun Dance of.
thke Crow Indians, ibid., p. 42. For' the same t{rick among the Sioux, see
Beckw1th, loc.‘c1t . -

3On Cheyenne rarridage see Grinnell, lo~. cit., vol. I, pp. 137 et seq.
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myself want to hear what you think." I made no reply. I was~frigh£ened.

th'at any rate the horses were brought over the next mornind. My male

v

relatives were called to select their horses, but Eeﬁpre deing that they

v : /
called me in and asked me what I thought. My paternal uncle started to talk

to me saying{;ow well my parents had brought me up, and stated that marriage . v 3
by bufbhase was considered une of the greatest and haﬁ%iest events in one's

s . . » .
life.l He said, "I know that this is your father's desire. As you can see,

~

. . ]
he is getting on'gg‘years. His eyesight is not’very good. This young man ‘

-will look after the necessary work for your father.

o

X3

N

to do anyth;ng against your will.

However,
‘o

Now, let us hear from you."

we do not wish

I then said

.. . v
to them, "Since my father has conkented to the offer of marriage by purchase,

. . . o
I also agree to the proposed marriage. I love my father, and whatever he

deems bast for me, that I will do. I cannot refuse my father's wisShes for .
- - -
those reasans."? They were all glad.to hear me, showing i by, their sincere '

approval. <
‘;hey then proceeded to select their own horses, one at a time. They were ]
all good saddle horses. They in tﬁrn-qqgs their own horses. My people' .

saddled one of the horses on which I rode o?ét to my future husband's people,
-

leading the four other horses. My future husband S women folk met me near

¢ < .

their camps and Lodismounted. They carried me on the blanket the rest of

the way, and let me down at the entrance of my future husband's tipi. I

.
.

walked in and sat beside him.

"

+ = A
+

This young man was no sweetheart of minﬁ; he )

1

.

See Footnote 2, on page 64. " . N

N . -

21F Grinnell is right, thiéifzply is not institutional but personal.
my own field~wocrk among the Plains Cree, I caw vouch that there at least t'e
giri has the final say.

From




was a stranger to me: he never had come to see me when I was still single.
I wondered if I would learn to love him-in the future. After some little
" time the women brought in many shawls, drcéses, ri%gs, bracelets, leggings,

*

. ' and‘moccasins. They then had'pe change clothes. They braided my hair'l
LI .. ) ’ .
. '.é/& and painted my face with red dots on my gheeks. When I was completely °

(M + arrayed in my marriage clothes I was told to return to my people./ My husband's

<

~H&“\ women folk carried the balance of my clothing-to my tipi.. In..thé'meantime

LU I
my mother and aunt had prepared a large feast. Towards‘;yening my own tipi

Ipbt e

! was*erecged. The cryer called in a loud voige inQiLing all my husband's

» »

relatives, naming my husband as the host. M§ husband came over wiéh his*male

-

relatives. While there they told jokes, and some related their war exploits:

‘ still others narrated funny things that had'happened to them in the earlier

-
N

days. '

-

1 ' After I was married I thought I {iould have more freedom in going around

with my girl friends, but my mother watched me more closely and kept me near

' -

my husband, day and night. This was done to prevent any gossip from my
. ' '
" " husband's people. ! . £ . -~
A year or so before ; married we played games. In the'fall qf the year

we played "kick ball."2 This is played by kicking and counting the number of

times’the ball is kicked with one foot with the ball not touching the ground.

-

Some girls couiawkeeé the ball in the air with a tallv of 50 or 60. We had

~

tally sticks.to keep count, 150 of them. The st¢de that won took the ‘ball.

g
For the braiding of the hair of Cheyenne femalesySee Grinnel, loc. cit.,
vol. I, pp. 59, 60.

) ! 2

See Culin?} 1oc. c1t., p. 706; Crinnell, loc cit., vol I, pp. 330 et’ seq.;
Petter, loc. cit., p. .831. .




I4

The losers ran away from the winners who chased the losers all about the camp,

pounding_them\on the back with the ball. This created merriment and excite-

-

& ’
ment. Even those who did not participate in the "kick. ball! game were tagged

>

arnd became "i t " A person tagged before. could not bécome "it." The losens
. . S

were supposed to give food to the winners, and so the game ended.
n
' )
Ihere was another game played by us young women on the frozen lake or -

<

river. We had dart stlcks 10 or 12 feet\lonqr,smcoth and straight. 1In one - -

end of the dart sticks was the tip of a buffa] norn, about 4 inches long.
o N
The dart st1ck was thrown with qreat force én the ice and it slid a great

B

dlstance.1 Thls was a snrt of gambllng gaﬂe. (We bet our.ear rings, anaer

rinys, bracelets, halr-brald ties, and ou T thlngs.

-3 In the spring of thé year we playeﬁ shinny, using‘llube to drive the
"' . ball. There were 20 to 40 players on eécﬂ side.? .
. With the ap;"%;té of summer our atzfption was directed to hofseback
o, tidin;. Even after I was married my hugbané and I would travel on horseback.

‘e \
’ i \\

It was a long time before we had a wagon.

-

1 . .
) See Culin, loc. cit., pp. 399, 400, 401; Grinnell, loc. cit., vol. I,
pp. 334, 335; Petter, loc. cit., p. 830.

. 2 .
. ~See Culin, loc. cit., p. 620; Petter, loc. cit., p. 828.
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T My parents contlnued‘éo care for us.1 My mother did all the cooking,2

v

but my husband's meals were a}eays taken to our own tipi. This was for me
’ . to do. My mother and m§ husband were not allowed in the same tipi at the
same time.3 My mother took especial care that my husband received tHe best
portgge of focd. My husband's duty was to-look after the horses and do all
the work that was~required of a man.
{;e had our first child after we had been married a year. It was at
this. time that I began really to love my husbane. He always treated ee with

£

respect. and kindness. We had eighf children before he died. The first

e
- . IMatrilocal residence is attested for the Cheyenne by both Grinnell (loc.
cit., vol. I, p. 91) and Mooney (with the.qualification ™not always"; see his
p The Cheyenne Indians, Mem. Amer. Anthrop. Assoc., vol. I, pt. 6, pp. 410, 411,
1907). It is confirmed by my own field-work. Matrilocal residence is a very
different thing from exogamy with female descent. This last’is claimed for
. ) the Cheyenne by Grinnell: see his Social Organization of the Cheyennes, Proc.
Internat. Cong. Americanists for 1902, pp. 135-146, New York, 1905; The Chey-

enne Indians, vol. I, pp. 90 et seq., New Haveny 1923: per contra see Clark,
] W. P., The Indian sign language, p. 229, Bﬁ;la__ ohiay 1885 [Mooney's refer-
ence to p. 235 also, is ,due to some erxor]; Mooney, J., The Ghost Dance rellglon,
14th Ann. Rep. Bur. Amer. Ethnol., p. 956, 1896; Mooney, J., Kiowa calendar,
° 17th Ann. Rep. Bur. Afler. Ethnol., p. 227, 1898; Mooney, J.,*The Cl.eyenne
Indians, Mem. Amer. Anthrop. Assoc., vol. I, pt. 6. pp. 408-410, 1907. I do
not think it can be said that Grinnell has successfuvlly contested Mooney's
strictures. My own field-work among the Cheyenne (beginning *n 1911) confirms
. Mooney's position by statements of infc _mants and genealogies. I wonder if
Grinnell's informants may not have had Crow blood and thus given a wrong
impression, for the Crow are organized in exogamic groups with female descent.
In justice to Grinnell it should be noted that he expressly states that "eyi-

dence of a clan system is not conclusive."
B L3

2For other courtesies shown by a Cheyenne mother-in-law to her son-in-law,
see Grinnell, The Cheyenne Indians, vol. I, pp. 146, 147, New Haven, 1923.

3Though this particular avoidance is only implied by Grinnell, loc. cit.
vol. I, p. 147, there is no doubt that it was institutional among the Cheyenne;
the same thing occurs among the'A551n1b01n, Blackfoot, Gros Ventre, and brob-
ably elsewhere: see E. T. Denig, Indian Tribes of the Upper Missouri, 46th
Ann., Rep. Bur. Amer. Ethnol., p. 511, 1930; Kroeber, A., Ethnology of.the
Grecs Ventre, Anthrop. Papers Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., vol. I, pt. 4, p. 180, 1908;
Wissler, C., The social life of the Blackfoot Indians, Anthrop..Papers Amer.
Mus. Nat. Hist., vol. 7, pt. I, pp. 12, 13, 1911.
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' ' P 1 .
decorated tipi X made was after .I had had my fourth child. Of course when s

»
)

I was a girl my/mother permitted me to look on when she made decorated tipis.
. rd

-

There is a rather. long ceremony in connection with the making of tipis. I

¢
N

became a member of the "Tipi Decorators,

which is composed of wcmen only.

"I was very carefully knstructed~neyer.to disclose the ceremony in the presence
of males. So I shall be obliged to diséohti?ue the subject.

e” My husband:s héalth became broken. We.summoned many Indian doctors, and
gavé away much personal'wearing appagel, and also some ponies. Ohe day when
we were aloné he p%edged a Sacrifice Offering. This ceremony is a sacred‘

igritual which is regarded as a prayer to the spirits for strength and_health.
wWhen he made the plédge this included ﬁe, for the rule requires that a wife
must be included. éut.sad to say, he passed away bef?re we could.ca;rx out
the pledge.

Four of my younger children also died later. It was a good thing for
me that<;; father and mother were:st?ll living. I did not zeally haz/e a ;ard

time to support my chiddren.

lpour is the "holy" numbey among the Cheyenhe. See Dorsey, G. A., The
Cheyenne, 1, Ceremonial organization, Field Col'mbian Mus. Publ. 99, Anthrop.
Ser., vol. 9, no. I, po. 1, 3, 5; 7, 10, 11, 12, 16, 19, 20, 23,.28, 32, 33,
1905; II, The Sun Dance, Field Columbian Mus. Publ. 103, Anthrop. Ser., vol. 9,
no. 2, pp. 60, 63, 91, 95, 99, 100, 144, 159, etc., 1905; Grinnell, loc. cit.,
vol. 2, pp. 197, 205, 214, 227, 228, 229, 236,237, 245, 251, 257, 288, 289,
291, 292, 297, 321, etc.; Mdoney, J., The Cheyenne Indians, Mem. Amer. Anthrop.
Assoc., vol. I, pt. 6, pt 411, 1907. It is extremely common among Morth
American’ Indians, but Mooney's generalization is tr o sweeping; see for example,
Lowie, R., Primitive. religion, p. 284, New York, 1v24. ,

This note applies 'to all the referenceé_to the number four in the follow-
ing pages. ‘ ' : '

2See Grinnel, loc. cit:, vol. I, pp. 159 et seq., for female societies
among the Cheyenne; also Petter, loc. cit., apticle "bead," p@, 97, 98.
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. was done by an _old woman wno had obtained the authority by participating in . |

I surely loved ny husband. His death made me very lonely, and it was

k3 - . M . k3 . 1
#a terrible event in my life. Apparently I missed him more than I did my . .
» ' 3

children who died afterward.’ My hair was cut off just “zlow my ears.1 This - :

. v

i e ' r .
" one or more sacred ritualistic ceremonies previously. Before cutting off my

braids she first raised both her ha@ds towards the sky, touched the earth

@
.
’

with the palms of her hands, laid her hands on my head. and made a downward
motiorn; repeating the motion four times. Thus my braids weire «cut off in

accordance with the belief that the spirits would be pleased and extend bles-

¢

sings and sympathy to the bereaved. The old yoman who Eut my hair was given

a blanket and a dress. ’ . ’

The death of my husband marked the passing of our tipi, including all

.

the contents. If people do not come and carry away sometﬁing, the whole tipi
‘is destroyed by fire.2

After ktwo years I heard that a man had pledged a Sacrifice Offering.3
My father and mother immediately advised me to go and see thi; man }n order

to be permitteé to fulfill my deceased husbana's‘pledge. My father said the

pledge could not be set aside and neglected any longer, in spite of what had ]

I

1Compare Grinnell, loc. cit., vol. 2, p. 161' The same, thing occurs
elsewhere, e.g., apong the Arapaho, Gros Ventre, and Blackfoot: see Kroeber,
A., the Arapaho, Bu.l. Amer. Mus. Nat, Hist., voll 18, pt. I, p. 16, 1962;
Krceber A., Ethnology of the Gros Ventie, Anthrop. Papers Amer. Mus. Nat. . -
Hist., vol, I, pt. 4, p. 181,,1908; wWissler, C., The social life of the Rlack-
foot Indians, Anthrop. Papers Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., vol 7, pt. I, p. 31, 1912. -

3 .

. 2 . .
See also Grinnell, loc. sit., vol. 2, p. 162.

Though this particular ony apparently is absent from published
fgazgigghntly clear that the elements which compose

The

Years ago I demonstrated }he

3

works on' the Cheyenne, it
it are simply old Cheyenne material recombined in slightly varying ways.
annotations will bring this out more clearly.
same thing for Fox gens festivals.
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| o
happened iggthe past.1 So I went éo see éhis man and his wife. They readily - - !
ngreéd to my request. They told me to be ready so&h éhereafter. They said '1
they had ever&tging that was needed ;n.conhecéion with the ceremopy‘aéd that .. 21 j
I need not ;orry about these things.. -The %}so’said he had taken the éacégd

pipe to the priest to teach and lead them. This plessed me greatly as I had

nothiné to do now, and only waited to be notified when all was‘ready. The ) -
N 4
day before the ceramony proper green timbers were brought from the forest in . Y )

‘order to have them in readiness for the following day. The day the timber ié

brouc..t in the tipi is erected, that is, in the evéning.

D . LN

‘The ritualistic ceremony itse)f begins early the ne&f)day. " The ‘pledgers ook

are required to dreds in their best clething. The clothing thus worn be@omes
. - <

the property of the paintefs. The first.thing the priest does is tdeérepare
~ - . ! ' .
the Sacrifice Offering cloth. Though other things cun be used, such as black,

’

dite, red solid-colored or striped cloth--and gray eagle also--we used a

L

striped cloth which, the priest tied to a long stick. This is, of course,

v

inside of the tipi. After this the priest smokes the medicine pipe and points ,

the mouthpiece of the pipe to the four directions of the earth and towards the y
e £, - :

skies. The gipe is then passed to the left. The first person on the left of

Y .

the priest smokes it, and so on, down tc the doorway. "The’pipe is then passed

’ s

backward without being smoked and is passed to the right of the priest until it

reaches the last person near the doorway. This person smokes it, -.oen the
next person on his left, and so on until the pipe again reaches the priest.
; 3 .

He then empties the bowl of the pipe. The pipe is then put away. The priest .

.
.

instructs the pledgers how to raise and point the stick to the proper directiéns C,

‘ 3
r .

‘ 1T};e nonfulfillﬁent of a pledge was fraught with superpatural disaster;
compare Grinnell, loc. cit., vol. 2, p. 195. ‘

- » 7? . «




when they go out. They then go outside. The person in the lead tgkes the
~ - » .

. d s . ﬁ} . v
stjck and cloth. The priest begins té pray, and then sings medicine songs.

At the end of each song he tells those outside to point the stick southeast,
1

then southwest, then northwest, then nor theast, ard then straight towards the
) . - , .
sky. Anyohe may then take Ehe cloth and tou?h one's body all ove with iF,
ther~by recéivinq a blessing from the spirits.' \ '
yhey'th;n reenter the tipi. The grouga is then broken by m;kgng dents ﬁi

-

in the earth four times, in the same manner as the pointing previously. The

L4
A3 -

ground is made very smooth, and a hole is made for a fireplace in ' = center.

. ¢

Clean white sand is then laid on this clearing, representing the sk9.1 The

coals cf fire.are scattered here and there, representing Stars. There are

h .

fohr holy blqces ¢1 the sand, the home of the spirits; and- the holes are made

in the same sequernce of directions as given above. Thc path from the entrance

into the tipi is marked with po&dered coals towards the fireplace. A full
. .

moon2 is between the rireplace and the entrante. Beyond the fireplace is the 7

1

3
crescent moon. These moons are made of black bowdered coals. There are y e

.

four buffelo chips4 plaged in front of the priest. The medicine bags are

placed on top‘g; the huffalo Ehlps before they are untied and opened. Before

they are opened the priest spits medicine on one's hands four times, and

passing motions are made first usinag the right hand by making & drawing motion

s

lpor the ceremonial use of sand compare Dorsey, G. A., loc. cit., vol. 2,
v. 65: Grinnell, loc. cit., vol. 2, b. 26..
2For the ceremonial use of a full moon compare Grinnell, loc. cit.,
vol. 1, p. 196.
/

3E‘or the -eremonial use of the crescent moon comparc'crinnell, loc. cit.,
vol. I, p. 193; vol. 2, pp. 24, 270. '

.

-

a

4?(* the ce;emoniaf use of buffalo chips compare Grinnell, lnc. cit.,

vol. 1, pp. 87, 121; vol. 2 pp. 18, 32, 37, 57, 245; etc. .

-
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on the right leg, then the left hand c. tte ~ight arm, next the r.ght hénd on

the lefc arm, then the left hand on the r3oht leg; and both hands backwards .
over the head.l This is required for old people. Young women are required

to make a downward motion in front of their bodies, inéicating an easy child- .

birth. - ) ’ : )

s

" The pledgers are stripped of theif clo'.hing. The painters baihc their

bodies red; but in the case :¢ women their arms and‘legs are pain’-ed, but

not their bodies, and their faces are painted red with black dircles all over; -’
- others have the paint reﬁresen- the ground, namely, four black specfr on the

face and middle of the nose. Whefh the painting is done,, coals of fire are
. - ) )
taken from the fireplace. Pinches of medicine are placed on fire which is
¢ - . .

-

. ' a-din front of each petson. Motion is made with both hands toward% the smoke,
/ ; . .

e

"and inhalation take. plac:. 'Durinq.the performance the priest sings medicine

&
Y . . . 4
songs, one sons for each performance.' When all is done the pipe is p01nted2

to .the four directions without'beind lit, and after it is Ji. it is again

a - -

rointed to the four.directions. After the ‘pipe is zptied the priesc call‘ .

v .

the pledger to ccue before him. The pr1°st~holds ﬁhe.plpe i hls right hand;
he spits on the outstretched right E?nd. The pledger then grasps the stem

. - o ’ - ." N
of the pipc held by the priest with the bowl towards the ground. The pledger

clasps the hand of the priest, and both hold the stem of the pipe. ‘'fhe

pledger gently pulls the pipe towards himself four times. The fourth time

the priest lets go. The pledger takes the pipe, first plac¢ing it on his

right breast, then on the left, then right, then left; he hands the pipe back

The ceremonial motions described by ernnell, loc. cit., vol. I, p. 160,

: are nearly the 'same. - ; _
. ‘o 2ror pointing the pipe, compare Grinnell, loc. d¢i+., vol. 2, p. 270.
. A )
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
S

.

o~

.

to the priest Ie:makes drawing niotions over hlS limbs as before, and then

proceeds to touch the holy grounu bxactly as with the draw1ng motions. After

[, J '

this, all may touch the holy ground. This terminates the ceremony in the

.
;

. » . < . :
tipi. v
AN
a1l this time the Sacrifice Offering cloth and the stick leanec against

N . r ’

the breast of the tipi, and qreen timbers leaned against the back of the

tipi,. The wemen now take charge of the timbers, and plﬁc‘ed to bnild a

. o | ’

sweat lo&ge.1 . The first two timbers are vlantcd on the east and the two
~. 2

-

on Ehe west; these setg are,aﬁbut 2 feet ap-rt. Thenvﬁhe remaihing timbers,

about 13, .are put in the ground, forming a citcleﬂabout 8 feet in circumfer-

N ’

ence.’» This will accommodate about 15" persons, A round hole is made in the

center of, the sweat lodge. This is a place for hot stones; it is about 2

..‘ . ) .t . -~ »
fect in circumference and 1 foot deep. The dirt.taken from the excavation
£ . ‘ ‘
is placed abbut 20 feet towards the cast of the entraacc, and is made inta a
2. ‘ ) i
mound. " 2is mound and the sweat lodge are connected by a trail. Then a -

3 is place.’ in the ground in an upright position near,

young cottonwooa tree
but east of, the mound. A buffalo skull4 1s then placed against the mound;

it is on tlL.: west s;opcs and faces the sweat lodge. The skull is painted

- 1See especially Pecrter, loc. cit., article "sweat'lodge"; for the use o
sweat lodges in religious ceremonies sce also Lowie, Primitive religion, r.
New ¥ork, 1924.

2Compare Grinnell, loc. cit., vol. 2, p. 103.
. 3For the ceremonial use of cottcnwood trees, sece Grinnell, loc. cit?,
vol. I, p. 95; vol. 2, pp. 229-27%%, 259, 287,
" 4por the use of a buffalo skull in combination with a sweat lodge, sce
Grinnell, loc. cit., yo]. 2, p. 103. v

5For the locallzatlon of the buffalo skull on the west slope, compare
_Grinnell loc. cxt., vol. 2, o. 294.

f
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with black and red paint: the horns are blacl.ened, and th; region arou:dtthé

3 N .
~

nose is paipted red; a black streak runs from the back of the head to the -

tip of the nose. ! ) . - -

. . ' 2
The wife of the pledger carries the skull from the tipi to the mound.

She carries it in a stooping position, very carefully and slowiy. Fi\q
~

~

. stones are then selected. Two are painted.bl<ck, a third is not paiq;ed;’the

@

last two are also painted black. Afteer this tRey are not handled with the
hands, but arc put in place with forked sticks between the mound and the

.swest lodge, a little to the south of the trail. Motions are made with the -

.

hands four times towards the stones before the stones are forked. These
stones are placed in the same manner as the holy places within the tipi but
are closer together, the fifth stone being in the center. The dried wood and

other stones are then placed without any ceremony. However, before fire is

. added to the heap, tl : heap is touched four times with a fofk in the saée

-

manner as the stones. In the meanwhile thc¢ vomen cover the hut with heavy

P

canvas. Blankets, fine clothing, and other thinas a. placed on top of the
P .

canvas. These become the property of the priest and his helpers (who are the

painters) . The.propérty is divided according to what the priest and his help-
ers gave when they were pledgers. 17 o:e or moce horses are given away, the

P .

—

ceremony is conducted in the daytime. If not, it is conducted at night.
The prieét and pledger enter the sweat lodge with the paint still on

- -
)

them and go over the ceremony as in .the tipi, exceg;kghat they remove the
¢

-

lThe bufalo skull is painted neariy as in the Sun Dance; compare Dorsey,
G. A« loc. cit., vol, 2, pp. 96, 97; in part ¢ompare Grinnell, loc. cit.,
vol. 2, p. 33. ’ .
. 2For the pledger's wife carrying the buffalo skull, see Dorsey, G. A.,
loc. ¢it., vol. 2, pp. 107, 108; Grinnell, loc. cit.. vol. 2, p. 291.

S
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paints put on by the bainters, using sagel; water.is drunk, and tB;\zlhbdies-. .
. . ¥ . .

.v‘~ ’ . . . . . ‘.' .
are washed. When the hot stones are brought in, two are brouqht-in(first‘ T .

- ., \ . . . . . " . . .~ >
theun one,- then two. <They.then are'ﬁlqpéd ‘in the 'same order as they were be- . ;

4 .

-

fore they were heated. The remaining stones are then brought in. 'The sweat i 4

1 - o

bath nowgbegin§. The priest utters a‘prayer and sings songs. The doorflap ‘.

Y
-~

i's raised; also the rear is rdised, thus airing the bather. This is déne _ -

. féug times, and eécﬁ period lasts abogt 20 minutes."ﬁhen th;s is‘overﬂwe all T

S go b;ck into thé~tip£, when our. relatives bring in all kinds of food for us ‘

- to eat. Before we eat, biés of food are placed on the .holy g;oﬁnd and drawiﬂé

- . . . . M P)

motions on the body are performed. We then proceed to eat. -The -8acred medi-
77 _‘cine Paq is iﬁ a crescent s@apé;z it is made out of raw hide. The inner bag B
- -, - [4 .

7j i an entire 'prairie dog skin-vhich contains the sacred hérbs,

. . : ‘ ' .J? - ) - ‘ Q o
lThé vse of sage for peremoniél purposes i; common enough. See Dorsey, i ! -

G. A., loc. cit., vol. 2, p. 15%; Grinnell, loc. cit., vol. 2, p. 423. o T e

» +

. & .
2gee footnote,3 cn page 73. ) - Z//'
0

- - ~

This narrative shows the parameters and variety-in.a "primitive nMan‘s

life. Excellent horsemanship, even to the taming of ponies, was well within

-
-

the scope of a ¢ . yenne woman's accomplishments. Good descript. . of Jonen‘s .

work are cont&ined within sthe selection and descriptions of factors which,

motivated the woman, such as ownership of tip-possessions, expertness in

LSO
"gaming," the evidencing of "honor"” also dalineated.
¢ cvourtship practices and the use of the "chastity belt" are aspects

of the\"coxihg of age” vhich are seldom mentioned in ethnqqiépbic literature

| VO

.

N \“ > . i 3 -
conicerning Native females. Adv.ce from aunts, male relatives, and\parents

- . .
~ v \

emphasize _he value system of the‘"géod" Cheyenne families, and behavior based . 3

- ~

. . - [ . A
upon a code of proper feminine behavior shows potent and prescriking social

.

77 . ‘
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control, mechanisms. The commonly misunderstood "bride orice," in which an

“

. exchange of horses and jyoods i's made by the Plains Indian in a marriage con-
. ) . .
) tract, is put into proper oerspectlve and shows that kin-based domestic
\: \ {g:
‘ ' grouos and their'conside ations over—ride "romantic -love,” & western European
. s ; .

.

construct. fInterestingly enough, this ¢heyenne woman grew fo love her spouse

- . )
- , . o

y « " \in this. arranged marriage. : Another much chided practice of non-western -
S * A ““ 777777 : - -
- W peoples, ‘avoidance of the mother -in~-law assumes new dlnen51ons in the small’ 4

' ’ L

- domestic’unit of the Che&enne t .pi. It Also shows the fungtibnal aspects

., Lo ¢

" -

of avoldance in » face—to-face unit ‘%hich would relieve, tensions and stresses.
. . ) s K

-

Health praetices and mutual reciprocity are well présented.~ o .
Ed » < M . .

- . . . . , ! .
Th.s life history is an example of the ir rweaving of wofen's varied

-

roles in a Native_society of North America. ' - - Qﬁhﬂ .

&

. X second quote ff%m John Stands in Timber, a Northern Cbeyenne; verifies

. the Cheyenne’s commitment t~ marriage. He says:

S . .

"The Cheyennea‘fell in love, and it was hard for ithem to be parted.

. They did not get married for fun, like the white people. - In the =’ 4

’ c war days, before my time, a young man who had done something areat . ST - B
chuld walk up to a girl ever if her mother was with her. She couid
not say anything because he had received a high ‘award of honer from -
the people. But if anyone else tried that the mother would say, ’
"How many times did you touch the enemy?" So most young men were

- ashamed. They did not dare qo to the girl if shz was with her

mother. A man who-had counted coup did not wprry. The mother was

even rather proud of it. '

4

- , &
‘After peacetime you still did not go in daylight. it was quite
different from the last twenty-five years.

.

¢

< Since 1920, the girls have begun chasing the boys and it's not so
. good. Like the white man's Leap.Year." (Liberty, 1967)
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. CHAPTER V - h
: S,

4
THE NATIVE AMERICAN WOMAN IN TRANSITION

L

~

One histori-al an. sociolggical Tact which no one can dispute is that
[} . @

» v ES ’

all Native American snameties were subjected to and forced to thange. Thus

“ 8

Native lifestyles and world'views were coerced "and pre§sured to assume a new

hd .

form:“this form was the lifestyle of the European conquerors. The European

%

immidranﬁé brought with them various ethnic life styles wh}ch reflected their

N 4

. . > . ’ ; . .
respective ethos, world views, and behaviors. "Change agents" implementing
. > N * \"‘g
<3 . s . . .
this fogced change were the trappers, traders, missionari S, Army personnel,
L} M I . o -

- e

"and other assorted immigrants. The one commgnality in these groubs was that

they considered their life style to be superior to the "savace" life of the

q . .

‘Indiansf Therefore, they believed the road to civilization ¥ust involvé,the

acceptance of European ways through forced acculturation. That acculturation

process itself was accomplished through education and proselytization to the

[ -
A ]

. N
Christian faiths.

< ’

?ertain aspects of superimposed systems of education as they affected the
Native female have been selected to illustrate this acculturation and its con-
sequences. For General Richard Henry Pratt, . .itially associated with thé
first Hampton Institute in Virginia then the famous Carlisle India: ichool «n -

Pennsylvania, the civilizing motto was, “Kill the Indian and save the mant"

‘General Pratt equated civilization with Cnristianity as did so many change

agents befofe him and his purpose was to bring Iniian males and females Nto
the larger society @nd keep them there. Going back home to their natal com-
munities was analogous ¢ him and othe-s to "going back to the blanket" which

represented the opposite end of the continuum from civilization.

4

One such example of this forced acculturation or early "reformation

eriod” can be seen in'Gertrude Simmons Bonnin, a Yankton Sioux from South
P s
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' denounced the Indian Bureau as "an un-American* institution" and

Dakota. Her experiences are worth mentioning for she faced the same problems

-

encountered by many of Fhe‘Native females in the '1880's. ngf her mother's
L 4

protests, she attended a Quaker missionary school for Indians in Wabash,
Indiana. Later, she went to Earlham College and the New England Conservatory
of Music. Her wish to go to school, her isolation at school,_ger—allénation

from her mother, and her lack of employment on the reservation are poignantly

described in Gridley's Native American Women (1974). Gertrude taught at .

Carlisle and later married Raymond Bonnin, an employee in the Indian Bureau.

@

She wrote poetry and published in Harper's Monthly and Atlantic Monthly. She .

e e el

was very active in the Soc’ety of American Indians. In describing her, during

the internec®ne fight going on'within the American Indian Magazine, Hertzberg .
¥

writes:

-~

"

...Mrs. Bonnin was_an energetic and ambitious woman with a mind
¢ and will of her own. She was by no means willing to sit by and
watzh the Society expire or allow it to become merely an adijunct
tc the AMERICAN INDIAN MAGAZiNE. While she agreed with Parker
on many issues, being especially vehement against peyote, she was
increasingly inclined to take a stronger line against the Indian
Bureau than he did. The lead editorial in the "“Sioux Number" 4

called for its "elimination.” The emphasis on the glories &f one
tribe and the bitter attack on the Burcau represented a shifting ]
direction in the Society's publication." (Hertzberg, 1971)

This quote was selected for it verbalizes the came themes which continue

v
-

to intcrest and to plague Indian organizations and individuals to_the present

. ’

day. Mrs. Bonnin's vehement stand against peyotc was the cause Sf some biting ,
¥

4 4

. ?
remarks by James Mooney, a staunch defender or the peyote religion. Hazel L
) . [
Hertzberg records Mooney's remarks concerning Mrs. Bonnin's picture which had

appeared in thz Washi- gton Timés,

"In;tﬁe’accompanyinq picture, Mooney said, Mrs. Bonnin was dressed

'in Indian costume.' \ The dress is a woman's dress from some
southern tribe, as shown by the long fringes, the belt is a Navajo's

men's belt, the fan 'is a peyote man's fan,.carried only by men, 7
usually in the peyote cercmony."” . .

80
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Hertzberg ends the quote by saying "Evidently Mrs. Bonnin was a more eclectic
. ‘Pan-Indian than she iritended to be." (1971) Perhaps some future

account written by a wWhite historian or a "tribal house-White", who are those
34

White consultantc and proposal writers whom the tribes hire will offer descrip-
tions as fascinating as that of Mrs. Bonnin's. éertainly the interest or ¢ -

malice conce -ring."eclectic Pan-Indian females" other tnan Mrs. Bonnin occurs
13

re

even today.' Russell Means, when viewing a video tape of a Lakota medicine

~man and the author, asked, "Was Bea Medicine there as a traditionalist or an

anthropoiogist?"‘ When the answer was "As an gnthrdbologist," he respondeé, -
"Oh, I wondered as she was wearing all theat Navajo jewelry"! ' <
Two years aﬁter Indians became citizens of their native iand, Mrs. Bonnin,
) _ in 192 Dbecame president of a new organization called "The National Counéil

(g
of American Indians." Again her writing reflects concerns which are not only

- 4 !

-

current to her times but which are current today. This letter addressed to
Y

%

“I#dian Kinsmen" is illustrative of concerns .in the 1920's:

.
.

. -

.
2

2 .’ "Too many individual Indians ask help {or themselves only, and scem
" . ' tc forget the TRIBE'S welfare as a whole. This $pring I heard
- A551stant Commlsqloner of Indian Affairs, Mr. Scattecrgond, in a ;
- , public speech here in washington, D. C. Amor~ other”things, he com- T
' spared the Indians with the Negros (sic) s: “o was sorry that
o _ '+ the Iné.ans d 3 not have as much.race consc.. ¢ as the Negros. ®

~ Right ther~ ‘apt. Bonnin asked, "What do you mea. -wy rage conscious-

ness?" Mr. : atteggood tried to explain that educated Nedgros went

_back to their »wn people, to give them the bhenefit of their educa- t

* tion, while Indians did not, as a rule. He did not tell his audience
, that Indians were not educated enougl: to pass the required Civil
§erv1ce exanlndtlons, while the Hegros have '77 colleges and un.ver-

. sities' while Indians had no real Highr School in the entire Indian
Service. Mr. Scattergood left the impression that Indians today -
are not trying in any way to help their tribes. This is not true :

~ as far as the NATIONAL COUNCIL'OF AMERICAN iNDIANS, Inc. is concerned.
‘ Our an-estors had eriough race consciousness to protect, feed, and
teach HONESTY to the Indian race in their day without white men's .
schools. However, today, with printed beoks in our hands, Indian =
people are ratzd b&low the' Black race in the matter of%race conscious-
ness. Think about this. Whose fault is it?" (Hertzberg, 1971)

- . \ 81
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This passage illustrates the dilemma of the Indian woman in the larger

“ 5 !

society, ‘She deals vith individual gain rather than®tribal, concerns. She :

deals with a paternalistic bureaucrat placing her in juntaposition with . -

Negroes (Blacks) and telling her what she should be doing. Theﬁfamiliar

exhortatior to "go back to help your people" which has.plagued Indians for . 1

A

generations is evident in Mrs. Bonnin's writings. The fact ‘that the in- .

* w
“

equities of I' .ian education are never fully understood by the White and

Black components of the ‘American public is clearly illustrated.

The previous passaée includes a question framed by Mr. Bonnin, a Sioux.
’ . . ] . B ﬁ
It forms the basis.-of Mrs. Bonnin's diatribe agaiﬁst the bureavcracy. But

.

it is aot possible from just that to determine what difficulties if any,

Mrs. Bonnin might have had in fulfilling marital duties and advocacy for
v o2 ® \ .
Indians, which has‘been and is the bane of mc .y’ Native American women,” past

and present. This aspect of involvement in tribe and inter-tribal affairs

/ .
-

is one facet of Indian womanhood which is most difficult to ‘assess due to lack .

<

of data.

~

From what can be termed the "flamboyant Indian femalz" one is able to

construct something of what their experiences were tven though cne must rely

heavily upon White %“istorians. Indian femcles apééar to be somewhat retjcent
» . i ’ .
aboul writing aboit their personal, intimate trial's and tribulations. %Tlere

are very few accoants of those Indian woemen who bore the burden, of life or

the reservations in the early period, and what there are de not give the
\

Indian female's views of White intruders or change agents. It is difficult to

. N .
3

determine the feelings they had wher their children were taken from them and 1

-

sent t¢ off-reservation boarding schools. Their anquish at the return of their

daughters as "brown white women" was not generally recorded. However, there

- 82
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is one account whic] describes very poignantly the alienation resulting

,
PP

6 changed cultural setting. Gridley in his account of Gertrude Simmons

-

Bonnin (2Z2itkala-shaor Red Bird) demonstrates this:

"When she was twelve years old, she was ser.t to a Quaker ..ission-
ary school for Indians in Wabashgd Indiana. Her brother, three
~years older‘bhrn herself, had gone there. Gertrude was lured to
the school by talps told by the recruiting missionaries of a ,

ride on an 1ron horse, of the beautiful countryside, and »>f trees
that grew big,! red apples - hers -for the picking." (Gridley, 1974)

Some -of the\rjcruiting techniques used by contemporary missionaries bear
a remark?bye reseleancé to those used on Gertrude. "You will be living in
a house Q%th runnigg water" was a phrase once heard from Mormon missionaries
{(Bea Medicine, Field hoggs). ;Gfidiey goes on to say:

"Gertrude's mother was unwilling to let her go, hut the child's
+ eagerness wore down her resistence. She decided that Gertrude
should be an educat.l woman for there would be many more 'pale-
‘Tacesf in the country as time went on and ;ncreas;ng problems for
Fhose vho woul@ try to live-in traditional Indian fashion." .
(1974) - v "

B ’
"When shé retulbed to the reservatlon at the end of her three year
term, she was torn between the bellefs of her people and the new
ones that she had been tanght. . Her mother wrapped herself in
aloofness because there was a deep chasm between em. Gertrude's
existence was a joyless one. She was neither coug.etely Indian
nor o>mpletely white. She was Indian in features” and coloring,
but she no longer thcught as one. It was difficult to recall her
first language, ard she could express her! thoughts only in a limited
way, not with the richness of Sioux imagery,and phrasing. So
mother and daughter spoke, almost as strangers in a stlltea fashlon
that could not convey any feellnqs of deep emotion." . (Gridley,
1974)

~

This passgqg presents data which must be put into proper Sioux perspective
7 - . v
for it underscores the idea that the female role in each tribe should be

* analyzed witkin the cultural context of that tribe. Within the first para-

. A

‘graph there is an element many Whites would have called "willfulness." In

the Lakota world view, it is important,to know that children arc thought to
Lt .

be beings capable_of ‘decision-making. This attitude is contained within the '

83 -
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- of the vital relationship between father and daughter. ) .

]

.

prodince_of “world view" and is one of those intangible but enduring continu-
ities of tribal culture.’ This frequently baffles and antagonizes tcachers -

of Sisux children. It is called, by them, "obstinéncy" and'"intracéability." ~
[

.

To, the Lakota, it sp€lls,"individual autonomy,"” and the fact is, that even *
Vo«
.ir‘contemporary Sioux society, the child is treated as a person capable of

reasoning. This can also be seen in other Native groups. For example, a.

This was allowed by the extended kin group for the three-year-old child vas

1

4

]

|

|

|

i i
Eanto Domingo child was seen offering a gift, a ring, to a non-Pueblo adult.
seen as capable of making choices. This area of child socialization should

be explored in each trikal group one encounters for its universality can be

5 -
put to the test.s Then ocne woulqrbe able to more adequately define THE Indian ¢

T

way. Commonalities found in enculturation, in the process of learning ti be E

- F

a member of a culture, or in cultural transmission would certainly increase

3
. E

understanding of Indian beingness in the present day.
‘ ®

The preceding excerpt ffom those days when White educators feared their

. . t
charges would "go back to the blanket". presents some heart-rending truths -

z :

about learning and living in a new cultural setting. More devastating to the

individual psyche of the Native student was the fact that tribal backgrounds

* 1Y .

are denigrated, equated with savagery, and to be eradicated: This placeu .ne

female who was educated away from the reservation i.i a very anamolous position:

-

she became truly a "maréinal woman." This is illustrated by the statement

)

that Gertrude's mother "wrapp(ed] herself in aloofness." e

The conseauences which can occur when an individual is torn between two

:
cultures can be seen in yet another account; this one poignantly describes .

» -

the life hiétory of Polingaysi Qoyawayma (Elizabeth Q. White) and the rendin§~

-
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"As she bent to pull the vaho from the sand, Polingaysi felt a . ,
wave of superstituous fear sweep over her. But she was a Christiaa ) v
. ncw, she’reminded herself, and need not fear the magic in a stick . 5
with a feather on it. Defiantly, she carried it home and challenged L “

= her father with it. ' T

. s .

"What does this stick mean to you and to the Hopi people?" she-asked -
with more arrogance than she realized. "To me, pah! It means

nothing. It has no power. 1It's just a stick with a bit of .corn-

yow

husk and a feather attached to it. ,Why do yeu, in this day and , .. . .
age, when you can have the message of the Bible, still have faith e
in sticks and feathers?" . ' -

Her father, true Hopi that he was, recoiled from tﬁ§-proffered

paho, refusing to touch it. There was a worried logk in his eyes: .
- . "Must you know?' he asked. "Of course, I must kno#," Polingaysi . "
declared. "why shouldn't I know?" ?fp . )
. - "Lay it on the table," her father said, "and I will _tell you." ) T
_ .. Ske placed the stick on the rough board table which she had goaded .
the little man into making, and the two of them bent over it.. ° . .

. N
"Do you see that blue-green, chipped-off place.here at the top?"

her father asked, pointing. "That is:the face of the prayer stick.

It represents mossy placcs, m01@ture. Now, this below is the- body -
. of the prayer stick. A red color, as you can cee, like our colored
Y. sand. That represents, the earth. Moisture to the earth/ then, is
what che paho is for."

. “ . P
a , . .
/// "A prayer for rain?" : - '

’ . —

"’hat, yes) and more. The stick carries a bundle on its back.™
"The bit of cornhusk, bound with string? What®is it for? What does

. " it mean?" ' '
»

[N

"I don't know what is bouﬁd up in the cornhusk," her father said, "and
I won't open it to fird out. However, I think you might find ‘heve
some grass seeds, a pinch of cornmeal, a pinch of poxlen, and a drop
. of honey."
T o . d ) .
—— - -~ . “But vhy, why?" Polingaysi demanded ifmpatiently. "what good does it
: do?" . )

The little Hopi man had been carving a Kachina doll from the dried ° -
root of a cottonwood. He turned away and went ‘ack! to his work, ’
sitting dowr. crusslegged on the floow . :d picking up his.knife and
the unfinished doll. Pol1ngaysx,stood 1noking downfat him, walgwng '
1 for his answer. He-thought before he began to speak
. . N ! [ » ~
"The good it dpes depends on many things, my daugltér. It depends
mest of all on the faith of the one who made the paho. If all thosw N
| N T
’ ) i .
o F2L) . . ‘i 4 ’ b,

~

¢ . S)() . ) L, l. . - . '
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. thingé I mentioned are inside the little bundle that it.carries on |
its back, it wou;d mean that the one making the paho planted it in . L
. » . Mother Earth as’.- prayer for a plentiful harvest, with moisture |
i enough to help Earth produce full ears of corn, plump beans, sweet
‘melons." He looked up at her _and his small face was worried.
"“Surely you have not forgotten the meaning of the feather? Feathers
represent ‘the spirits that are in all things. This one repreéents‘
% thé ‘spirit that is in'the prayer the paho offers up." :

- -
T v . s 7
"

L

™ -~ . N i
: . Pollngay51 turned away and took the paho in her hands. BAbout to,, )
. v tear .open the ¢ornhusk, she looked down to see her father's hands

- ~ stilled and horror in his expressnon. .Suddenly she could not open
the paho's treasure without his perm1551on. She could.not fly in
the face of tradltlon to that extent, knowing it would offend his x
" spirit, however silent he remalned however little he reproached ¢ '
her openly.

N
.

"May I open it?"
Her father bent his head, possibiy questioning the propriety of
such an action and fearing the harm it might do him and his daughter.
After a moment of hesitation, he sighed, saying, "It seems well
weathered I. think it is more than four days old. if so, its

o . purpose has: been served and the power has left it. use your left

hand. " ‘- .

P

b . Gently,'in spite. of her pretended scorn, Polingaysi opened the Sit
.- of wrapped cornhusk. It had been folded while 'still green into a
* + tiny triangle. In this little pouch. there was a bit of material
about. the size of a_.pea. Seeds, cornmeal, pollen, held together
.0 with honey, as her father had predlcted.
"Can't. you see there's nothing of value in here?" Polingaysi cried.
"Not to you," her father agreed. "Not to me. But to tﬁe‘one who -
. -~ made it in prayer." ’ .

4 N
She would have auestloned him further, but hé took his work and went
« outside, his face enlgmatlc.

S

"For pity's sake, Mother," Polingaysi burst out, turning to Sevenka
who had been worklng quietly on a basket during the discussion,
* "does everythimg in.the life of & Hopi have a,hidden meaning? Why,
. for instance, should I use my left hand to open that thing?"

"It seems foolish tc you because you are young and do not understand
everything," her mother said patiently. !"Perhaps you are foolish
because youalo not understand Hopi ways, though you are a Hopi. I
will tell you about the left hand."




"'he left hand is on the heart side of the body. It is the hand
that moves. most slowly. It selects, instead of grabbing as the right
hand does. It is cleaner.' It does not touch the mouth during

the eatlng of food, nor does it clean the body after release of _
waste materials." . ‘\\

' ”Dc you remember watching our medicine man--the Man With’éyes——at

his work? In his healing rites and also in his religious ceremonies
he uses the left hand, for those reasons I have just given you.

The left hand, then, is the hand ;hat is of the heart and the spirit,:
not of nature and the earth." -

Polingaysi struééled'to ‘deny the beauty of the words her mother had
spoken. She sought a, scoffing answer, but found none. After a mo-
ment the older woman contlnued. J - ’
" /—\

"One more thing I w111 tell you about the pahos. They must be kept
free of the white man's ways if they are to have the full power

of old times. That is'why Hopi people do not sharpen them to a’
point with white man's steel %iades, but grind them to sharoness

on sandstone." . . A

Cs : ’

At that moment Polingaysi saw one of her mother's brothers passing
the window. He knew nothing of *the discussion and .she had no
desire to reopen it. With her left hand she placed the yaho on the
window 'sill. oL - Lo
"Polingaysil" the old man cried, his face crinkling into a big smile
of welcome. "It is a great treat to my spirit to see you after so
long a time. We are always happy to see our ¢cHild come home, even
if she does make us,s}t at a wooden platform when we eat." -

Polingaysi lost' some of her contentiousness and laughed. He had
always complained about sitting at the table, insisting that he
could not keep his feet warm while he was eating unless he sat on
them, Hopi-fashion. Her little grandmother had been completely
mystified by the table, and though Polingaysi had patiently explained
its use, the o0ld lady had laborio@isly climbed up onto it, instead

‘ of seating herself on the wooden benth that seérved as a chair.

She looked at her uncle and thought of all the new ideas she had
gleaned during. her life among white people. The old man had ro ,
desire to share her knowledge. To him the old way was best. He .
asked Jittle of life: endugh food to keep'the breath in his thin,

~worn old body, ‘a little heat in th. fireplace, a drink of water

when he was dry. N ‘ ;
It was she who was forever .holding out her cup to be filled with
knowledge. i

. N
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. . .2 . < / .
. - These two excerpts, one from a biogrgphicei account (BonPin) and the: .- o

¢ . 18 - - . ‘ "

k] . L - . .
other’ a semi-autobiographical aceount (Qoyawayma), give a rich body of data
- ” i ‘

»

L4

_from which inferences. may be drawn.' They present dimensions to the unique ‘-

’ ' . -«

experiences encountered by Indian women. s N - o
& . { . I .
- . . Gertrude Bonnin lived from l875 to 1938. Upon hgr‘death she was Fufied
. . . p) ! ’ . P
.  in Arlingtoﬁ cemetary. (Gridley!, 1974) she came from a Northern,Plai#'s'

\ . . . ~ ) . X
- . i
tribe, theingota, which was, and is, one with a bilateral type of kidship
© U - ." . f

organization. There is nc mention of her father in this autobiographical .

sketch as there is no mention of children in her life. Therefore, it is !
- T diffégult to assess her feeliﬂ/s towards children except to note that she'
7} C organized a band for Ute chi’drcn while her husband was employed w1th the T =

"Indian SerVice in Utah. She could be-classified as an early advocate of Indian: .

. causes and was certainly in the forefront of Indian organizations. ~

- ~z . VIR
Polingaysi, on the” other hand, emerges from a matrilineal soc1ety in =

«

the Southwest Her life experic zes reflect the intense interab ion of belief,

) actions, and symbols. Her experiences also demonstréte;tbe end

& - ’ . o ) . ‘ X
) uniqueness of the Pueblos which was made possible by their isolation.
’ - -

The accounts allow the reader to contrast such societies as the Sioux .

[}

or Lakota, who were forced to give up their Native life style under conquest¥

to other societies, such as the Hopi, who with a conscious effort maintained

\ their cultural integrity. .
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\’Furthermore, these life stories and situations exhibit the coping and ,
agapéive strategies used by female members of each society, Similar adaptive M

lated for other women in Native societies.
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) 3

. M \ ) ’
A PERSPECTIVE OF THE I$§UES AND CHALLENGES FACING TﬁE 4

\ :

CONTEMPORARY NATIVE. AMERICAN WOMAN -
A} »

] ' £

~_With the adsimilation of Indian women in contemporary society, it is -
difficu;t to arrive at an exact determination of thHeir numbers or other

~ . - i o 7 -

<« -
<

\’ -" N '] PR
essential information concerning- them.
. . * > , B ‘—:é
Thé Census.of 1970 uses ascription or self-designation to determine the
ethnic idéngity of citizens. : L. .

_ "The category 'American ‘Indian' includes persons.who indicated : ) ~;
their .race as 'Indian' (Amer.), as-well as persons.who did not i
classify themselves in one of. the, specific race citegories on the
questionnaire but who reported the name of an Indian ‘tribe or had
such entries as 'Mexican Bmerican-Indian;! ' Canadian- Indian,' or
'South American-Indian.'" (Census 1973) . ‘ ‘
: As can be seen in -the Census definition.of American Indian, a wide
spectrum of people are identified as Indian. This includes people with little
6r.no‘contact or affiliation with a.tribe, people who are Indian only in the

. 13
i

most nominal sense.

‘
. I

.~

Of the 763,594 designated "Indians" in‘the United States, 375,384 are

", males and 388,210 are females (gﬁid.,‘1973). There is a slight numerical

- predominence.of women which reflects the trepd in the iarger societx<\“\\7b\ .

e . . . .
The economic‘picture for.Indian women is ¢ ..remely poor for they ear

appreciably less than all other women in%the United States. " Eighty percent

kS . : 1]

of Native women earn’ below $4,006 as compared to sixty~eight percent for all
other women_ (ibid. 1974). This low income reflects their. low occupational

status; one-third of all tribal women, urban or rural, are employed in service _ .

e a—

-

$ . s ’ . cis T
occupations (ibid. 1974). As is usual with limited occupational opportunities
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i . - «“ »

and low income% unemploymen£ is high, being 10.2%, a rate twice as high as

for women at‘largq (ibid. 1974). It has been estimated that in some areas
= : . . : . . . ) . |
’ - » - .. . 1
i of the country, unemployment is as high as 20 to 60% for Indian women. .

- - - - tor
- . v ’ )

In spite of ‘the bleak\eponomic picture,.Indién women are becoming

) . R 3 s, ’ s Y . . ’ s '
1ncreas§ngly assertive in all axeas; law is no exception to thL' -~ truism. A

3 M L
T

'case'regafded by many as a pivotal one is now being tried or adjudicated

-~
-

before «the Supreme Court. It involves a Santa ClaraiPueplo'woman,iJulia

¥

. Martinez, who is married to a Navajo ngan. The ﬁuébahd~wished his children

- . t? -

_to be raised as Santa Clara RBueblo Irdians, but the'Tribél Council refused to

~

- enroll the gﬁiidgen of this union as members of the ttibe declaring that the
- Y . ¢ *" - -

" preservation of the culture was at stake.

>

Mrs. Martihez sued the Tribal

.

. . e ,
Council, contending that the offspring of male members of theftribe married

to non¥Indians have not been, barred from enrolling. Moreover, the Santa ax

N 2

Clara Pueblo Indians, as with most Pueblos, are a matrilineal skciety ih which .

»
)

descent is traced through the female line, and thus, her children's excluéion

.

- amounts to sex discrimination. Mrs. Martinez further contends that this ruling

s
» -

is in violation of the Indian Civil Riyhts Act. . .
’ ¢ < : : ;

-

* Another case watched with keen interest is one involving a Tonowanda
+ -

®
.

o §eneéh health clinic which has ‘been denying services to the children of ¢
s . . ' .

- .

R Seneca women married to non-Indian males yet gives service to the offspring
of Senecan males married to non-Indian womern. : ’ ] . .
. R .
i

' z, ; P . e <
cases involve key issues such as equal rights for women

ébth of these

aﬁd the legality qf the Indian Civil Righté Act when it‘contravenés Tribal
. ) . : : ) |
sovereignity. The outcome will have significant repercussions for all Indians

for generations to come.




- 3

- health, and family life of North American people.

June in areas throughout the country.

.X

i

i

These cases 1llustrate the legal problems “encountered bv Irdlan women .

As yet there is no unjform legal code governing the Status of Indian wxﬁen;

the Indlan woran has to contend v1th a mu1t1p11c1ty of regulations on tP

one hand formulated by such organ1zatlons as the Bureal of Indlan Affal%s,

’ the Unlted States Publlc Health Service and the ClVll Rights Comm1551on.\ On

> T

the other hand are the various regulatlons of federally recoqnlzed Indlan

trlbes whose mandates oprlnq from the treaxy agreements with the federal

government.
5 o . :
Another chalienge which all women, not only Nativé women, face:is the
. F ’ R ‘ *
Women's Movement.

: .
\ : . ; ,
.

Generally speegking, the Native American woman in _the past

has not involved herself in this Movement. However, more Indian women are
= AS “‘ . . ) R .

evidencing signs of interest and militancy. -In 1970, a group called the_
NativésAmerican Women's Action Corps came into being.

in San Eranciséo, the group did no further mobilizing. However, dﬁring that

same summer, the North American Indian Women ks Association was formed as a

non-profit educational association established to promote the education,
— - - P N ‘ . .
+.The assoeiation also aims

to promote inter-tribal communications and awareness of Indien culture.

(Projeét on the Status and Zducation of Women, 1978).

.

-

.@¥adiansMetis and other Native women have"participated. . *

< '

" Another or%anizational movemegt attracting the attention of Indian women

has been “he National Women's Qﬂbterence,held in Houston, November 1977. The

women attending that conference published the following manifesto which was’
. - L - - 2. -

later _printed in MS magazine (March 1978).

N

T e .

After its first meeting

This group meets every .

For thq’baet few years, a contingent of

&




"American—Indian\and Alaskan Native Women: have a relationship
to Earth Mother and the Great Spirit as well as a heritage based :
on the sovereignty, of Indian peoples., The federal government

should gudrantee tribal rights, tribaLasovereignity, honor existing

T s

t -

‘\g treatie§ and Zongressional acts, protect hunting, fishing, and Tt ’ - |
) whaling riqhts, proiect trust Status, and permanently remove the .
\\\ threat 8f termination. Congress should extend the Indian Educa-

. \\ tion Act of 1972, maintain base funding of education. instead of )

N reblaCinq it with supplemental funding, prov1de adequate care. through
§\ the <Indian ‘Health Service, forbid the systematic remoyal of chil-
dren_from their families and communities, and assure full participa-

cion“ln*all federally funded programs." . g

It.is safe to say that while most Nacive American women see no need for

- s R e
, involvement in the Women's: Movement, some of the younggéomen are very ardently .

. »

- . - . .

engaged in'the struggle for "liberation" as they see it. Following are two .
excerpts, both from women engaged in the demonstrations at Wounded Knee.

ihey represen% two entirely diffefent viewpoints. Regina S. Brave_jDixon)'
'is engaged in the larger issues inVolved in the demonstration while Kathleen
oo AN ;

Smith sees the AIM leaders-as the personification of sexism who\are destruc-

.
LS
.

tive of the historically dignified role accorded to Indian women.\Ypixon, N.D.)
~ . 4 .
- <
-2 Woman in Wounded Kneq ) t - Regina S. Bravo (Dixon)-
. ' -‘Oglala Sioux ‘
.'* -~ »
. T am an Indian woman, Mo:her, and because I'ma member of the American
+ Indian Movement I am alsp classified a, 'Militant.' I like being an n
> Indian woman, Mother, and the word militant has -become a mainstag fon
my family and myself. As a divorcee I am also the head~of~house old.
Just being an Indian Mother makes me a 'feminist' or 'libber,' which

s we ares; . e

/\g‘. . ' - ' )
A long time ago the Indian woman was content to remain at home while
° i her warrior went to battle, to hunt, and to seek a name for himself.
She knew,: from the time she was verJ;small, what her role would be
-and how she would carry on that role later in life. :
- . . < 7 Ny,
An Indian male had-to be taught.manY. ma V. things. The combination of
,all the 'things he learned from his Mother and Grandmother ang- the other
. women helped him to become a man but in order to be accepted as a man

. in the Tribe, he had to first 9o out, prove himself by facing death

sometimes,'and he earned a name It was by no means an’ easy thing to d
[ R do. ‘ * ¢ . » * hd
6 ; .
P h “ . -
_— - -~ .
4
. . 93 ) . .
© » -
- - P ans v




. v . -~

" An Indian man, just because he had proved hlmself did not 51t back ..

and glory in it - he had tc constantly live up to his name and having .
given life he then protected those lives with his own. Being af Indian .
man is not easy, byt being an Iridian man is being proud - of himself, . -
his family and his people. !

Thlngs are different nowadays in ‘so many, many ways. The role of the -~

male has chapged but’ the role of the Indian woman is still basically: - -
the same. "We still teach our boys to be men.- With the coming of the . ~
whiteman and the destruction of this country the role of the Indian

male has -been drastically altered. And the Indicr women aresnot con- . .
tent. ! . Srem— s = s e -

First, THe Bureau of Indian. Affalrs, after herding Indlan people "onto ) .
" reservations (another word for zoo oxr presenrve), and the 1n1t1atlon ’ :
of State Welfare systens, educational syst s, penal 1nst1tutlohs,
old age homes “(all the same difference) , efied to make farmers out of
the men. It didn't work So the government made it easy for the

. .Indian woman to get aid from the'welfare department - thus demascula-

- ting the Indlan male even more: ° : - . N
. . . ’ .

1

RemembBer the Trail \f Broken Treaties?

In 1972 I went to Gordon, Nebraska with the‘AmE?iE&h Indian Movement

to protest .the humlllatlonrand finally the aqonlzlng death of Raymond

Yellow Thunder, an Oglala Sioux from Porcupine, South Dakota. I thought
¢ of my Father and my Grandfather and what I Woulo nave done if sonethlng
-like that happened to one of them. ' °

4

Y,
e

On February 6, 1§73 I joineﬂ the:caravan to Custer, South Dakota to
protest the murdér of another Oglala sioux, Wesley "Butch" Bad Heart
Bull of 0glala, South Dakota.” His Mother was ther& also as were

» numérous other AIM women who chose to stand up. next to our AIM brothers -
to seek, justice.

. .= . .
P . . -

We arerstill seeking justice! . cL T

2

" Kathleen, Seith. writing of her %Fperiences in-Wounded. Kree, notesn
“The AIM leaders are “artlcularly sex1st, never having learned our '
true Indian h1story whee women voted and part1c1pated eqpally in =

s all matters of tribal life. They have learned the white man's way
of talking-down to women and regardirg their position as inferior.-

Someg of them actually don't believe Wwomen can fight or can thlnk,

"and gave us ttea 1mpres51on that. we were there for the;r use and that .
we should be flattered to have.their children. .One man said he Jwas’
helpihg Indian unity by having .a glrlfrlend from every tribe. They
want to keep women divided and flghtlng for men' s friendship and .
attention."” (unpublisb- 1 mlmeographed .paper ;- 1974, p. 5-6, by per—

_m1551on of author\)

. -~ ~ .
. . o 94 s
[ . ﬁ ' s 1 L) / L]
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‘

.. Further, si2 writes: )

. "poday, many Indian women insist on stepping back, as do some black
e women, and letting their men "be mem." The women want to be *ladies."

But we must not judge ourselves by the white man's standards. We must

s look to our own proud tradition and realize that our women as well

' : as the men are strong people." (Smith; N. D., unpublished paper, 1974.)

- >

The challenge of self-identify is-perhaps uniqﬁe,to Native Amexican

.

women today. Because of years spent at_parochial boarding schools and BIAV

o .boarding schools, many Native women come from what can be .termed hyphénated "

» ¢ -

‘3

AN - -
backgrounds. This search for 7 v *ty'or confusion’in identity is made moxe -
difficult by marriage with ... .na.aus (miscegenation). .Even tribal inter-
marriage poses queétigws of definition for the childxen of such marriages.
. . ’( . ]
M /

‘Because  of the problems inherent in such unions, there is, today, a strong
. . L |

o

’ 3

-

-. _ . ) .
] -feeling among many Nitive people that one should marry only fellow XNative

¥

This feeling surfaces in discussions gith Indians in social situa-
X ’

.

Americans.

N »
v _ tions and in classroom, discussions. Other factor- which have contributed

to the weakening of Indian identity have been the adoption of Indi;n chi. iren
. by non-Indian families, the weakening of ‘traditional .family and kin structures,

W
<! N . » PR

’ N o
divorce and the one-parent family. L A R _ \ ;

v - o .o .
J i Although there are norfir@}?easiIY’obtainable statistigcs, it appears

: chat Indian males are more prone to marry out&ide their respective cultures

T .= M - ]

‘Wan Indian females, a fact .which greatly limits the pool of marriageable
1

Sl .\ . ' . - P
-ndian males. Frequently, these same Indiap men who have married non-Indian
- - A
women have neither a strong background nor strong ties td their tribe.

% +

This question of marriage, identity,” and inter-" -ibal marriage are all

. . - : v
o \ v
in!xtricablg tied to the historical'respon§ibility of Ngﬁive women &s the

primﬁry educators of Indian society. .It is the-mother wholteaches language,

J -~ . : ’
. 3 X P .
.
N . .
s’ .
.

T \ - -
x v = - . A .

sl e - - - L euamm - - I s
hd I \




h
<
<

‘attitude, beliefs, behavioral patterns and does so far’morereffectiyely than

A\

the male in Indian soéiety. Because the women tend not to marry outside

. their culture, they, in effect, become the presg;véfg/of their traditions.

-~

4
This responsibility is undoubtedly the most important one which the present- .

day Native woman bears. That education is of first importance in the pfeserf

vation of culture can be seen in the attempts of non-Natives to gain control
. . . R . .
of it and use it as a means whereby the Native could be assimilated into the

. r .

< larger culture.

) :
At present, only 2.5% American Indian females hawe finished four or more
» - - . ..
years of college (Census, 1974). Despite this low rate, several trends indi-

cate a more promising future. Increasingly Indians, both male and female,

- [

are going to school. The women are often older, returning to schocl after

_raising a family, a trend which parallels the trend in the .larger population.

(s
“ 2

These women frequently are attending tribal community colleges which are .
’ LY . - -

. . . . R . & , N . . . ., .
proliferating in reservation areas; the urban Indian female, is also returning

+
Loy

e fot higfer educ;tion; influehced perhaps by her involvement in communit; work )
aﬁong Indiéns or perhaps by her iﬂteractio; with indian centers. These urban
) Indian women afe often‘divorcees, a'featufé‘of contemboraf%'life in tﬁe la;ggr
. sbciety, which is not found‘yith ﬁhe same frequency on th reservations. ﬁow—l
ever, it is difficult to determine .with any.degree éé exactness how many
ﬁ?@ families are headed by females. . . ..
! . Despite the obstaéles @hich?IQdian women have placed béfore‘them, |
a number of Indian'women have di%tinguished,themselvgf in service to tﬁeir R
A I (4
. ;

L people.
In the area of governmerit, Betty Mae-Jumpefz a Florida %eminole, is

.
-

[}

ﬁotéworthy aslbeing one of the first Indian women to serve on a tribal
’
96




e R - R L

x In’the area of commur.ity service, Mrs. LaDonna Harris, Okiahoma Comanohe,

=~ actively in community affairfs. Mrs..Harris served as president of 0OIO for , -

~ «

governing body and the first woman to be elected chairman of the Seminole

. Trikal Council. ) ; ) /

-

At the age of 14, she entered the Cherokee Indian Boarding School at ~

Cherokee, North Carolina and was graduated eight years later. After a year

” »
-~

s‘e\v-»-.‘.. N

. of nurse's training in Oklahoma, she returned to her people in rA‘lor’c’ia and,

T asg a public health aide became instrumental in over’oming suspiCion of

A v
[]

modern mediCine.%(Tndian Record, ,February, 1969) . -

X

Another figure who has. overcome obstacles which would daunt lesser

women is Mrs. Lorraine Misiaszek, -of the Colville Confederated Tribes of

4 . -t . ’ e

”Washington. Mrs. Lorraine‘hﬁuaszek graduated from Gonzaga University with

3 <

a Bachelor of Arts in political science. She has served on the trib 1 council

(1956-60) and has helped formulate plans for ar accelérated educaVion program . i

*’}-

.t

for both children and adults and was instrument&l in the development of an
» ‘ . Q;,
adu¥t education program in 1960..~ (Indian Record, February, 1969) - -

-, ’ . - . [y

¢ - : 3

.is~a nationally knoﬁn figﬁre. As wife to Senator Fred R. Harris of “Oklahoma,

-~
.
o

sheé has been active in a broad range of soc1a1 concerns in the field of Indian

~ n >
N

affairs. She is a member of the National Indian Opportunities douncil

. Yo . X ) . . 5 ;};‘, . . _
established by President Johnsop on Marcn 6, 1968. Both she and her husband p
founded Oklahomans for Indian Opportunity, an orq;&ization dedicated to helpinﬁ

1

Indian citizens obtain‘better educations and jobs and to participate more

two years and saw it grow into a strong force assisting the ;ﬁhian people.

. ' v ~ )
Mrs. Harris is also active in other groups, being the chairman of the Women's

) Advisory Committee on Poverty, a member of Task Force VI of the boint Commission .
* Y . -

N . § )




on Mental Health of Children; and a naticnal consultant on mental health as

. a member of the Special Committee on Minority Children. (Ibid.)
One of the most stir;iﬁb examples of whaf_tndian_WOmén are éapable of
) . )

when detérmined to succeed is Mrs. Alice Florendo. A member of.the Confederated

o
.

Tribes ot the Warm Springs Reservation in Oregon, she accompanied her grand-

]

mother on a horsedrawn wagon filled with bundles:' of handmade gloves and moc-

“

e . . 7}'7 B . .
casins. Because her English was superior to her grandmother's, at age five

P -
L -~ ~
she became one of the youngest of entrepreneurs. As avyoung teenager, Mrs.
' . . S TN :
AY

Florendo was widowed ar<, left with a child to support, Because no jobs were

av%iléble on the reservatibn,.she“tq;ned to picking berries for a local farmer.
Duriny this time, she also earned her 8th grade diploma, altho;gh to ég¥bn
for further gducatién was ;imply pqt practical. fFrom:this, she édg;&Eed.tﬂ

. ¢ o .«
hqlpibg the farmér's wife cook'for‘the harvesters- and heiq she iearneé "white \

o
- . s

e

‘ mah's cookiﬁg," which included’édnning and baking Bread. Her cooking knowledge
“led to the ppening'of the Village Cafe in Warm Springs from the Confederated

~

: Tribes.. Réhodelgd to seat 72 people, the seven-&éy—a—week.cafe is.thorougﬁ§y
. , : _ N

modern, and Indian people have first job prefereﬁce although(Mrs. Florendo

.
A

o ig w&lllng to con51der "anyone w1111ng to work " - -

[ AR T [N

Early in life, Mrs. Florendo came to the conclusion that prejudice Q&J

.

simply "me, uneducated and 1nexper1enced," and she went on to do something
about it by working to improve hersglf and capitalizing.on all the experiences

~

“1life had to offer to her. (Ibid.)

3 ® ’

‘While Mrs. Florendo's struggle for ecucational and employment opportunities
w3 truly heroic and due to her unassisted efforts, the future looks more
. o,
‘ prdmisinb for the young Indian women of today.

e




¢ R ) . . - - . -
- *Recently the Women's Bureau and other governmental agencies such as the

N _National Institute for Education have begun showing concern for the education

_of Indian women . Increasingly government and-other responsible agencies are

L - addresslng the educatlonal problems of Indian women. 'Most recently:the

T . \
4 - N

? l"Natlonal Institute for Education convened a "Symposlum of Indlan Leaders" in
‘_'7.\ \ N . y
: Washlnoton, b. C. 1n early 1977.7 Of the twenty-four women invited,\fffteen

S - - + i - - —

iapneared, representlng twelve trlbes from elght states and Washlngton, D c.

-

The purpose of the conference was to sensitize the federal bureaus of govern—

»

H

ment to the needs of the Indian, partlcularly the Indian ‘woman . Besides

. specific recommendations for particular t. deral agencies, certain needs were

A"

establlshed as follows: N 'y e

= . 1. Leadership training.for Indian women for more effective 1nvolvement
: ’ and participation in Federal programs., e et

>
-

2 (Summar;es of regulations and the need for more workshops to help
s Indian women understand and respond to proposed regulatlons and >
R also to analyze leglslatlon.

%’ .. 3. More conferences fashioned after the symposlum but at the reglonal/
-local level. PR v

. N .- o ' ’ -

3? 4, Development of a job/skilds bank.. _ *© >

Y

‘e

6. Information re@ardlna exlstﬁhg5tralnlngyedhcatlonlproqrams such as !
: . for police officers, Indian court Judges, Indian planners and CETA’
o . pr1me SPONSors. T

- 7. Collectlon of data on the efFects of programs N women and mgn
. separately.

8. Employment of Indian women in pollcymaklng positions in tne Federal
governmen ‘ ) ;o

. ”»
A . : .-
of Education sponsored Conference ¢ Native American Women which met in
fahe . ) i

Albuqaerque, New Mex1co, in October 1976.- -The papers from(this conference

n

oo - 5. ‘Information regarding employment rights and contract provisions. -
‘ Tos . ) N

.

Also addres51ng the needs oﬁ.women recently has been -the National Instltute

P I
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are being edited and will -be’published in the near future by .the United States
_ > , . - ' - - .

. Government Printing Office. ‘

. ) . . ) ‘ R . ) )
:  Native women have'had some invalnable allies in their mission as teachers

3
o

and trar mitters of culture. One such ally is.the network of relatiomns

-

_;m,mwhichlisla;feature ofAreservat{on life.. In these networks it is possible to .

-

. call uponithe sister of one s mother és though she were one's mother.. Even

P . . e R :
- @ “ . /& ~ ¥ -Q'_M,

in present day Nativre soc1et1es, thlS’lS a- continulng system of relatlonshtp.

NS
~ / ' (- . 19
This 1s a factor wh1ch should n?yer be overlooked, for Ain it res1des 1mpor-
Lo - 5

-

tant elements‘of Indian-ness. -

e

. S . . N . ' , ] . .
There are a nunber of rééource books which have proven in valuable in .
L] .'A v N . z ot "'\vu ,v. .
* L]

giving blog:aphlcal 1nformatlon concerning Indian women who have elther con~

“
. . - R B 3¢ -, ~

@5
_Lrlbuted tu their respectlve ‘tribal socletles or to the society - at large.
. .o

Among them arexéhe follow1ng blographles' oy

AS'

LY

,‘r A

Gridley, Marion E. ;ndlans of Today . : L
Chicago: Millar' Publishing -Compan,, 1947 : C - T

ps

< Gridley, Marion E. Indians of Today
i Chicago:- Towertown Press, 1960, ; - .
' ' s . A

p ' 'Gridlév, Marion E. Indians of Today . ' o . e .

- *Chicago: ~I. C. 7. R, Inc., 1570. -

Franco, Johp M. Amerfcan Indian” Cont:ibutors to ‘American Life B
Westchester, Iilfnois: Benefic Press, 1975 . WX
This is a book foraelemehtary students.

L

B ’ ‘Another source to aid the Indian woman in her role as teacher are such "

<

PERN - o
prlnted ma-erJals as Who's Who in the WOrld of Amerlcan fndians. - These ' ’

. -
- . Vo

imate%iéls are important in high schools and boarding,schools for they can

-

- Yy

enforce aspirati'ons and attitudes in Indian youth and help them to strive : "
", " towards .their goals. In such'sources can be found the names of women who ! )

represent mnerlcan tr ipes. There ate those t'iat say that such people are

<, -

L] " -

L , 100 : .
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T - - .
= v ! .. - €

- ">” ~ not reérgsepterive ;gﬁﬁy? qroup! that the§ are roo educated, that they are

:ir a too acculturated. ”guterEErales; of the merit or lack of merit such crlticigms
li; ' ’ contain,,the_Indiane llsted in such books provide a baseliue which can be ' ’
2 ’ ‘used when looking at people in the comx/nunity-t ' ’ | \

“Another resource helpful to the 7@servatlon Natlve woman in- her role ’
Q)- L - C e eeee———

» a8 teacher is eclder women. From theﬁ the younger woman can learn much

précqicél wisdom and much of the 74;1 history ‘which has\never been récorded.

L s -

Many of the present—aay apthropologlcal reporters are recordlng life histories

- e

from Just such sources in order to look at the changing role of women, These

- . N N
ks

“older wdmen are what ‘social scientistS’call "si nificant otheré"_who shape
: ¢ g ) . p

.: éud‘influence the @irection a yoinger person will‘take{ ﬂluey'dgh be iuyalu;ble

@eacuing resources ané'ehould~be recoéniged as such. : | ¥
S Ghe adapuebillry or Native.Americane has contribufed to continuity Ané N
- —progre;e and‘allowed'Indians torretein rﬁeir,Inoiau;ness.~~ T ‘-’:. o

Finally, the maintenance of Indiah‘religious values both illustrates _

. < 2 [N

the euduring persistence ‘of Indian’culture and presents a challenge to the y
. . “, SF N - - v o

& » -
'

con;ehporary Indian w0m§h.%?Buffy St. Marie, Cree folksinger, has answered
"? A - ‘ AT Y ‘.

" the questions posed by the larger society apd her own tribal society %hrough

a syntheéis of both. In answer to the question concerning how her Indian

reliqign relates to the religion of che larger'society, she has thia to_say:
: S e R T BT
"yt ve'Been all over the world and I was an Oriental philosophy and
. religlon major in four years of college study and seven years of
= ‘private study. ' And to me, a person's relatiaqmship with the Great
’ Spirit of all thlngs transcends all languages, all cultures, is the

ultimate personal experience which can be shared witH -the community - -

Yotor doesn't have to be. :

I'm really disturbed by the audac1ty of people who dare come T .
up with a phrase like the’ "death of the Great Spirit." I mean, how -
- dare they! Such a_thing is not possible. God cannot be taken away
" from a people. You see, I think Indian y.eople are fortunate and !

-~

T

have yet 'to reallze 1t and capltallze upon it, ‘I thing we're very

101
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! forﬁuﬁategin being cbntemporary a}ternative people in the majority
society. Being a minority in the majority §ociety, being an Indian =~ .

. . in ajworld that is essentlally a mish-mash qf all the peoples of the .

o - - —world, we can have a 200 percent life. Ve don't have to be crippled

Y . -in two legs, just because we're half thé white man's world and half

ce the Indian's world. We can be whole. "We can be wholly contemporary

) -7 and vholly Indian. And our rellqldhs ran provide us. ‘with the en-.

N couragement, the basic human initiative to discover oour self-respect:

and to share the reepect of all creatures w1th all creatures—-wnlch

775(Ta1k1ng Leaf Newspaper, N D. ) o ) ’ !
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