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ABSTRACT -/ L — S

: The paper reports results of a study of the
distribution of productivity among sociologists who pnblishJ Previous
resparch had :indicated that a large percentage of sociolégists do not
publish very often. In this study, a random sample of 300 Ph.D. -
members of the American Soociological Assgciation vere queried about
gheir publishing activities. The questionnaire limited.the responses
to.publications, papers, and other means by vhiolW findings of the
sociologists! dissertations had been disseminated. Tables of response
data show -that S54% of all the articles published were written by only
25% of the people in the survey. Thus, it is evident that a majority
of the articles are written by ‘a minority of the sociclogists.
Andother analysis was performed to see vhether thé large number of -
recent Ph.D. recipients was-inflating the percentage of those with
few publicatioms. The analysis exclyded sociologists who had-received
their degrees after 1969..Again, a high percentage of articles was®
_attributed to a small percentage of 'individuals. The conclusion is
that there is a highly uneven distribution of productivity aaong
Ph.D. sociologists in the United States. (Author/A¥) '
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In an~e%riy study of research authOrshi%, Smi‘th1 found

. Ihat about 75 petrcent of the authors in the fields of ar1thmetlc,
English, readdng and“spelllng had pub11shed only one study.
Similarly* Colk & Cplezﬁreported that a large percentage of

the bhysicists'they studied were low in scientifip productivitye

. ¢ ’
Data on the productivity of bsocial scientists were published by .

LazarLfeld & Thielens? and subsequently Leyis cited these

figures in supporting his conclusion that the ”publicatioﬁ

* ’

record of most academlclans is pretty skimpy.'
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The s1gn1flcance of such findings was suggested by Gardner s

_ohservatlons that only rarely can 1nd1V1dua1s who are sporisifally

3

Q - 4 °
engaged in research be adequately competent to attack the problems

\J

‘they,investigate.~ He .asserted that "Nothing can repiace steady
and continuing experience in a field qf reseggch as a‘qualifr-
cation'for doing furidamental and significant researqh in that
f1e1d."5 — | |

More recently, Babchuk & Bates,6 Wanderer,7 Glenn &

Villemeh,—~nghtf1e1dy9 Larson et al.,lo and Yoels11 have

'presented data suggesting the generally low productivity of

13

socilologists.. . ' 7 .

bution of product1v1ty among those soci loglsts who dé publish.
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SZ » The purpose.of the present study s to examine the distri-
Q

Data were collected by means of a questionnaire sent to a

random sample of 300 cases drawn from the universe of all

-

. members of the American Sociplogical-Assoc1at10n residing in
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the Hnited States who‘hdﬁd thé Ph}b{

»5

By means of &n open- *
. )

* ~ b ’
_ended format, members were asked to 1ist publications, papers.

.
/

.presented, and’ "any other means” - by'which f1nd1ngs of their

d1ssertat10ns had been&dlssemlnated. 1t should be noted that

the questlonnalre was or1g1na11y designed to gather data

12 .. AR

relevant to a different research question and is 1imited to

-\

pub11cat10ns resulting from doctoral research, The original

makling in February, 1974, together w1th a follow-up matllng

in March, y1e1ded a response}rate of 72% (N 216).

.~

-~ Table I (pagé 4) reveals the extent to which it is a
minorlty ‘of 3001ologlsts who publish a majority of articles.

. , M .
For example, those soéiologists who wrote three or more

-

=artlcles/(254 of the’ producers) phbllshed 54% of the total

’nversely, over half of the producers publlshed on1y

v

(articles, books, monographs, chapters, .research bu11et1ns, etc.)

produced 62% of all pub11cat10ns., On the’ other hand, ‘nearly h-

* E 3

half produged only one publlcatlon.

It could reasonably be argued that those SOClOlOngtS who
v

have recently reeelved the Ph.D. have not been *at r1sk" as-
~ ¢
\ ;

lorig as bthers and that'thls factor would 1nfiate the percentage
\

J— A

of those with few publlcatlons. Because nghtfleld' 13 data
tndlcaﬁe that SDClOlOngtS who do ;ot publish within f1ve years
after receipt of the Ph.D. seldom publlsh‘after that peint,

] .
additional computations were made for those who had held the
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) ~= degree for.at least five years. These data/é;//found in .

c ¢

Tabyes III and IV. .
\ ) - The date in Table III (page 6) p

sent the same picture ,

¢ »

of productive concentration found j /Tuble 1. For example,'

those who wrote three or more a icles ¢22% of . the producers)
publisﬂed-29% of the total n er ofjartiéles.. Again; over
half {57%) produced only o article. Similafly, Iable_iV

(page 7) exhibits the same relationship found in T#ble II.

f\"

Thus, those who wrote three or more publications (28%) pro-

duced 55% of the pﬁblicatians. ‘Once again, hearly’half

) produced only one publication.

The 11terature cited earlier suggests that a large per-

Es
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centage of soc1ologlsts are unproductlve. The data presented'

.in this_ study suggests that of those who do pub11sh the
maJorlty are relatively unproductlve. Conversely, the hlghly
productlve minorlty of 1nd1v1duals pen the majority of publl-
catlons.- Thus. the plcture whach appears to emefge is that

of a hlghly uneven dlstrlbutlon' ©f productiyity among. Ph.D.

}

sociologists in the United States. N
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TABLE I
& Article Productivity of 9 Sociologists - :

! ‘ Ay

L R

Number of . Percentage of “\ Number of
. mocidlogists Sociologists ~ Articles ,
S Coe ‘Published Articles

’ SRR : ) N

. 1 - -7 \l‘ \.ffl — . i
1 52 , 54 . 52 ‘ 27

R e "

¥ 4 'f:o - ~ - [l
4 19 20 R 19
, . R ]
- \| [ , 1

3 10 10 30 . 15
4 6 6 24 12

“ A = ’ Y
- 5 .5, 5e .25 13
‘e

. '.
"6 2. ‘ 2 / 12 o 6" .
’ ~ N
\ 7 .1 1 7 4. -
e ' l 4 a j
8 . B c l\' 1 . g » 4
. Total 96 99 2 196 100 .
Y ) .

- : . ‘ A’
X & 3 R -

#Total does not equal 100% due to.rounding.
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TABLE II
o L ’- -
* Total Publication Produttivity of 124 Sociologists
\ . . .

’ ~ N D
\ .

LY

~ Y, M . ®
Number of * Number 5f. - Percentage of ' Nlid)er"of

. 'Publications Sociologists ' Sociologists ~ Publications
Category

-~

Produced

/ .

_ Pe¥centage of
Publications
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TABLE III

Arti’&le Productivity of 68 Soca.ologlsts Who Received

the Ph.D. Before 1969 ¢

]

3

i’ercentagé of
Sociologists

\Imber of
Articles
PubllSMd

\
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. TABLE IV \
C " fTotal Publication Productivity of 87 Sociologists ° *
’ Who Received the Ph.D. Before 1969 °
— * ’ s . J e
Nmbér of " Number of Percentage of Number of . Percentade of
Publications Sociologists Sociologists Publications Total
Category Produced Publications
. f ~ -
Ve , K
v 7 :
1 41 47 AL 22
v : / . ‘
2 21 \24 42 /2,3
7 — ) :
3 13 15 . 39 i
H ’ PN N v N
4 . 6 7 24 =13
. ’ - ’
5 1 1 l 5 3
{6 2 2-. 12 S
. ' ) , ' P
7 2 2 14 8
g8 * 1 1 : 8 - &
 Total 87 - : 99 & . 185 100
. ’
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